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KEPORT 95% OF HOUSES PASS ALWG TAX
• r /

V

Want Any Consent Decree to Cover All Firms

TEN CENTS

THE WEEK IN
REVIEW

Fans to Pay Dleiv Tax
By L. H. MITCHELL

DOMESTIC
DEFENSE TAX: House and Sen-

ate conferees at week's beginning-

agreed on a straight 10 per cent ad-

mission tax starting at 21 cents as

the industry's share in the defense

tax. Stanley-Warner, Loew the-

aters, M & P Theaters and other

circuits announced tax would be

passed on to patrons. Major dis-

tribs. were first out with that an-

nouncement. Metro's sales chief,

William F. Rodgers, opined tax

wouldn't hurt attendance. Internal

Revenue Bureau drafted a three-

point ticket plan for collection of

the tax. * * *

ALLIED: Organization went on

warpath against dual bills, broad-

casting request to all distribs. to end
double feature policy . . . Allied also

started a barrage against the 16

mm. "menace." Talks were initiated,

with Universal and Monogram re-

ported ready to restrict licenses for

reduction of their feature to 16 mm.
Four committeemen were named to

Allied's Product Survey body.
* * *

EQUITY CASE: As settlement
talks continued, with trial being ad-

journed to today, denial was made
that any outside influence (meaning,
presumably, banking interest) were
playing a part in settlement talks.

A re-examination of the Trade Pi*ac-

tice Code, proposed by the distribs.

and rejected by the D of J, was re-

ported a feature of the parleys look-

ing to a possible consent decree on
the part of the majors.

* * *

FLASHES: Sub-committee on
Neely bill deferred action pending
Congress' recess . . . M of T will

rerriin in the feature field . . .

Mono, will remove headquarters to

the West Coast . . . Nebraska an-
nounced it would take its case against
Ascap to the Supreme Court . . .

Samuel Goldwyn heads film divi-

sion of the Red Cross Drive . . .

John Gatelee, New England rep. of

IATSE, dies . . . Indie exhibs. in St.

Louis ask operators to take a $10
cut. .

Three Majors Said Favor-
ing Move Would Call in

Other Companies for Talks

Possibility of a consent decree be-
ing effectuated to settle the Gov-
ernment's equity suit was reported
dependent on several factors at the

Further adjournment of the trial of
the D of J's equity suit against the
majors will be asked today when the
ease comes uf> before Federal Judge
Henry IV. Goddard. Adjournment sug-
gested will span a week.

week-end. The three majors most
strongly in favor of a decree took
the position that the whole indus-
try should be embraced in its scope

(Continued on Page 4)

211 Down-Stale III.

Houses in New Unil

Peoria, 111.—Exhibitors represent-
ing 211 downstate Illinois theaters
organized here on a permanent basis
as United Theater Owners of Illi-

nois.

Edward G. Zorn of Pontiac was
(Continued on Page 7)

Sponsor Withdraws Chain
Theater Bill in Louisiana

Baton Rouge, La.—Senate Bill 311,
which would have prevented chains
from operating more than one the-
ater in a community of less than
20,000 population, was withdrawn
Friday by its sponsor, State Sen.
Dudley J. LeBlanc.

Stocking Pennies
Against Shortage

Possibility of a penny shortage loomed
Saturday as exhibs. throughout the coun-
try "stocked up" heavily with coppers
to meet the demands entailed by the
new Federal admissions levies, effective
today on all theater tickets over 20c.

In Greater New York alone, circuit

execs, estimated that some 5,000,000
movie patrons will find themselves reach-
ing for tax pennies for the first time,
when they buy tickets priced under 40c,
heretofore tax free.

As an illustration of the tremendous
demand for pennies, J. R. Vogel of
Loews said that the circuit's 250 houses
would need about 25 000.000 pennies at

all times. Vogel estimated the circuit

would collect about $3,250,000 annually
for Uncle Sam.

N. Y. Allied May

Accept MPTOA Bid

Allied Theater Owners of New
York, Inc., which bowed out of na-
tional Allied months ago, has been
invited to affiliate with MPTOA,
now without a unit in the metropoli-
tan territory.

Executive Board of Directors of

New York Allied, of which Max A.
(Continued on Page 7)

Advertising Accessories,

20th-Fox Said Talking Deal

Negotiations have been opened by
Advertising Accessories, Inc., with
20th-Fox to handle the pix com-
pany's accessory needs, it was re-

(Continued on Page 7)

Mayer's Salary Tops Industry
Treasury Department Reports Film Earnings

British Acoustic Films
Loses Erpi Suit Appeal

The U. S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals for the 3rd Circuit, at Phila-
delphia, late last week, affirmed on
appeal the lower court decision which
held the sound picture equipment of
Erpi was not an infringement of
British Acoustic Films Ltd's pat-

(Continued on Page 6)

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Louis B. Mayer

again leads the list of movie per-
sonalities as the highest paid execu-
tive in the industry, the Treasury
Department reported today in a sup-
plemental report of individuals who
received in excess of $75,000 for the
calendar year 1938 or the fiscal year
ending in 1939.

The Loew's executive received a
(Continued on Page 6)

Minimum of Confusion and
Hitches Indicated as Col-
lection of Levies Starts

Given approximately a week to de-
termine policies, devise new forms,
tax pass receipts and daily state-
ments, effect installation of new
change machines and otherwise meet
the situation presented by the new
10 per cent Federal admission tax
on tickets above 20c, checkup showed
Saturday that the industry's exhibi-
tion arm had turned the trick.

Collection of the new taxes will
start across the country today with
a minimum of confusion and hitches,
major and indie circuits and indi-

(Continued on Page 7)

Film Production

Booming in Spain

Spain's film studios, particularly
those in Madrid and Barcelona, are
currently working at full capacity,
it was asserted on the week-end by
R. Casau, film distributor and pro-
ducer, who is in New York from
Madrid.
Casau is negotiating for suitable

U. S. features for his company to
(Continued on Page 4)

Disposition of Newsreel
Men in Europe a Problem

With agreement reached on cutting
down war news in the newsreels and
virtual end of hostilities on the con-
tinent, disposition of newsreel men
in Europe presented a problem at the

(Continued on Page 6)

Economy Note
Lincoln, Neb.— If anybody thinks this

curtailment business is a pipe dream, and
a reason for asking bigger domestic
money for the new product, Joe Jacobs,
Columbia exchange head in Omaha, is

going out of his way to prove it. Two
of his possible clients here are George
Monroe's Colonial and Bob Livingston's
Capitol. So, in sending out the an-
nouncement of the new season's prod-
uct, he addressed one pamphlet to
George Monroe, Capitol Theater. Be-
cause it went to the Capitol, Bob read
it. Because it was addressed to George,
he then gave it to him. Net saving to
Columbia: One unused 3-cent stamp.
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FINANCIAL
(QUOTATIONS OF FRIDAY, JUNE 28)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7i/4 7V4 7l/4 + %
Col. Picts. vtc. (2V2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind % % %
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 63/8 6% 6% — %
East. Kodak 125 122% 122%
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9'/4 9V4 9y4 — %
Loew's, Inc 25 233/4 2334
do pfd
Paramount 53/8 5 5% + !4
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 7% 7% 71/4 + %
Pathe Film 7V8 7'/8 7% + %
RKO New 3 2% 3 + '/s

20th Century-Fox . . . 6'/2 6% 63/8 + %
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 23/8 2'/4 23/8 + i/

8
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3%s46. . 102% 102% 102% + %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3'/4s47 79% 79% 79% + %
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts % % %
Sonotone Corp 1 % 13^ ]3/^ -±. yg
Technicolor 10 10 10 + %
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc... 3% 3% 3%
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45... 63 65
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 57 60

Kurtzman Filling In

Rochester—Lester Pollock, Loew's
manager, leaves today on a two-
week vacation, part of which will
be spent fishing. Charles Kurtzman,
Loew's district manager, will take
over for him the first week, Ed How-
ard, Pollock's assistant, the second.

H The Broadway Parade m
Picture and Distributor Theater

The Mortal Storm (Metro-Goidwyn-Mayer Pictures)—2nd week Capitol

Safari (Paramount Pictures)—2nd week Paramount
Tom Brown's Schooldays (RKO Radio Pictures) Music Hall

The Man Who Talked Too Much (Warner Bros. Pictures) Strand

Sailor's Lady (Twentieth Century-Fox) Roxy
Queen of the Mob (Paramount Pictures) Criterion

Murders in the Rue Morgue (Universal Pictures) (a-d) Rialto

The Man Who Reclaimed His Head (Universal Pictures) (a-d) Rialto

Lost Horizon (Columbia Pictures) (d) Globe

Rocky Mountain Rangers (Republic Pictures) (a) • Central

I Take This Oath (Producers Distributing Co.) (a) Central

Torrid Zone (Warner Bros. Pictures) (a-b) Palace

Sandy is a Lady (Universal Pictures) (a) Palace

TWO-A-DAY RUNS
Gone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—29th week Astor

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—18th week World
Carmen de la Triana (Spanish feature)—3rd week 48th St. Theater

FUTURE OPENINGS
The Ghost Breakers (Paramount Pictures)—July 3 Paramount
All This and Heaven Too (Warner Bros. Pictures)—July 4 Music Hall

My Love Came Back (Warner Bros. Pictures)—July 12 Strand

Susan and God (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) (c) Capitol

Wagons Westward (Republic Pictures) (c) Criterion

Stage Coach War (Paramount Pictures)—July 3 (a) Central

Return of Wild Bill (Columbia Pictures)—July 3 (a) Central

My Favorite Wife (RKO Radio Pictures)—July 4 (a-b) Palace

Murder in the Air (Warner Bros. Pictures)—July 4 (a) Palace

(a) Dual bill, (b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill, (d) Revival.

Nizer, Brandt, Steinberg
in Pleas for Americanism

Addressing the Motion Picture

Associates organization yesterday at

a luncheon at the Astor, Louis Nizer,

Harry Brandt and Col. A. Ralph

Steinberg, made pleas for American-

ism. Jack Ellis, president, presided

at the luncheon, attended by more

than 140.

Nizer stressed the fact that where-

as the picture industry in other

countries is granted a subsidy, here

it contributes millions to the Gov-

ernment. He pointed out that it was
right that the Government should
seek adjustment of grievances in a
friendly spirit, but definitely wrong
that the Government should hammer
the biz.

Concluding, Nizer said that the
industry should be glad to make any
concessions which will contribute to

a spir-it of fairness and good will,

and the Government should certainly
be satisfied with such a spirit.

Leaders of the Cinema Lodge of
B'Nai Brith were present at the
meeting, and over 75 members of
the Motion Picture Associates made
applications for membership in the
Lodge.

Would Have U. S. Show Biz

Evacuate British Children

"Ramparts We Watch'
Premieres on July 9

"Ramparts We Watch," March of
Time's first step into the feature
production field, will have a dual
premiere in Washington and Los
Angeles on July 9, it was reported
at the week-end. It's probably the
first feature to reach the screen with-
out cast credits; there are 73 speak-
ing parts, with cast total about
1,400.

Dallas—Suggestion that American
show business shoulder the task of

evacuating British children to the

U. S. is advanced here by Mike Rice,

leading film attorney in this terri-

tory. Rice theorizes that it may
have more stragetic importance for

America as an immediate step than

the shipment of men and arms to

England. Such evacuation, he feels,

would counteract the paralyzing fear

of total war, strip the Nazis of a
strategic weapon.

Mortgage on GN Studio
Equipment is Set Aside

Application of Harry Promberg,
trustee of Grand National, to set

aside a $10,000 mortgage held by the
National City Bank against studio
equipment and automobiles of GN
was granted Friday by Referee Peter
B. Olney, Jr. The decision was made-
on the grounds that National City
had failed to file the mortgage on
the automobiles with the California
registration bureau, and had neg-
lected to file the lien on the studio
equipment until after GN was thrown
into bankruptcy.

Every Other Terry-Toon
Being Made In Color

Eight pictures completed or in

various stages of production at the
Terry-Toons Studio for 1940-41 show
Paul Terry's cartoon outfit making
every other subject in Technicolor.
First on the release schedule is

"Billy Mouse's Aquacade," made by
arrangement with Billy Rose.

COminG and GOIDG

SOL LESSER and ERNST LUBITSCH are du
|

here today from the Coast.

ALFRED HITCHCOCK has arrived here fi

Hollywood.

RENE CLAIR, his wife and daughter, an
JEAN MURAT, actor, are reported to have er
tered Spain on their way to the U. S. whei
C.air and Murat will make a special film f<

the French propaganda authorities.

PAT CASEY is due to return to the
this week.

GEORGE RAFT, after 10 days in New Yorl

has gone to Hot Springs, Ark.

ENRIQUE BAEZ, UA's general manager f<

Brazil, left at the week-end for Rio de Janeir

ERROL FLYNN has arrived in Mexico Ch
on the last lap of his vacation tour of Sout
America. He will spend two weeks there ar

then return to the Warner studio.

CARMEN MIRANDA sailed Friday for her horr

in Rio de Janeiro. She returns in Septemb
for a musical comedy appearance on Broadwa

MORRIS LEONARD, B & K counsel, leavi

shortly for a West Coast vacation.

WILL HOLLANDER, B & K publicity directo

and his wife have returned to Chicago from
two weeks' Eastern motor tour.

JACK HUNT, manager of the JLS circuit

Oriental Theater, and his wife have returned

Chicago from a motor trip to New England.

HARRY ODENHAL, manager of B & K Coi

gress Theater has returned to Chicago from
two weeks' motor vacation in the East.

GILBERT JOSEPHSON left at the week-er
to arrange for New England roadshow engag' J
ments of the French film, "The Baker's Wife

A. L. PRATCHETT, Para, general manager f

Cuba, Mexico and Central America, planed o

yesterday for Cuba.

ROBERT WILCOX is in Rochester visitii

his mother.

J. D. RAPOPORT, Para, branch manager
Havana, sails from Miami on Friday for Cub

JOE HOLTON, 20th-Fox talent scout aid

has returned from a swing around summer stot

companies.

JOHN L. DAY, JR., Para, general manager f

South America, sails from New York on Ju

12 for Rio de Janeiro. S. E. PIERPONT, ma
ager for Brazil, sails on the same boat.

Dallas Engineers Strike

Ended by New Contract

Dallas—Stationary engineers wl
operate the cooling equipment <

the downtown theaters staged a twi

days strike, ended by the signing <

a new contract. Old agreement he

expired last September.

A. M. Brilant

K. H. Conchrane
O. P. Madsen
Helen Weber

From
THE FILM
DAILY to

William Wylei
Charles D. Brow

Don Eddy
M. A. Schlesingi

Olivia de Havilla

Madge Evans
Irving Kahal

Jeanne Crozat
H. W. Rosch
C. Aronson



SIG GRIN, *0*s!

Light entertainment is the right

entertainment! And Paramount

has nothing else but!

In the hills of Hollywood,^ uS^^"" I the Reporter cheers up and cheers

Paramount's problem-purged program of light entertainment with these

happy phrases:
"
Paramount's smartness should be applauded ^

...they're shooting in the right direction... LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT...

no problem pictures, nothing heavy, / '(j \ plenty of music^^^^p and

comedy, \^^) anything designed ^^to give the people ESCAPE."

In the tall corn of Iowa, the Tri-States Theatres check in with a "Defi-

nite reaction against heavy dramatic pictures." From coast to coast

Paramount's prosperous parade of painless, problem-less pictures

boosts the box offices, as thousands cheer

and 'THE GHOST BREAKERS

forward to "THE GREAT McGINTY //

COMIN' ROUND THE MOUNTAIN," "RHYTHM ON THE RIVER
II

and dozens more of Paramount's ^fUGHT ENTERTAINMENT!

MATINEE OR NIGHT | LIGHT IS RfGfj
r/

BE BRIGHT. .

.

GO PARAMOUNT
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Film Production

Booming in Spain

{Continued from Page 1)

release in Spain. Additionally, he
is prepared to initiate deals where-
by his existing short subjects and
forthcoming feature product will find

outlet both here and in South and
Central America.

, Casau, prior to his arrival in

New York, set up plans to shoot a
number of Spanish-language fea-
tures during both the balance of

this year and in 1941, and will use
the facilities of a leading Spanish
studio.

Throughout Spain, he asserted,
theaters are doing a very brisk
business, in fact better proportion-
ately than U. S. stands, considering
the numerical relationship of houses
to population. More than 3,000 film

theaters are now operating in Spain,
he points out, and, to supply product
demand, approximately 350 features
are needed.
Not only in production equipment

generally are Spain's studios now
strong, but also in dubbing equip-
ment and technique, Casau states.

He said that he looks for increas-

ingly close bonds between the Span-
ish and U. S. wings of the industry.

Rod LaRoque In "John Doe"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Rod LaRoque, star of

the silent films, has been added to

the cast of the Frank Capra-Robert
Riskin production, "Meet John Doe,"
which goes before camera next
Monday. Gary Cooper and Barbara
Stanwyck head the cast. Warren
Hymer and Granville Bates are other
late additions.

Keep Greene-Joyce Team
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Darryl F. Zanuck

would like to keep the "Maryland"
stars, Richard Greene and Brenda
Joyce, as a film team. They may
possibly be assigned to a story deal-
ing with pioneer fliers across the
Atlantic, Capt. John Alcock and
Lieut. Arthur Brown.

Warners Assign George Raft
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—George Raft has been

assigned by Warner Bros, to the
stellar role in Barry Trivers' "Star
of Africa," a tale of adventure in

the diamond mines.

Adds Two to "Touchdown"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Paramount has added

Edgar Kennedy and William Fraw-
ley to the cast of "Touchdown" in
which Wayne Morris portrays a dual
role of twins.

State, Charleroi, Opening
Charleroi, Pa. — The new State

Theater, owned and constructed by
Leon Reichblum, who also operates
theaters in Wilkinsburg, Castle Shan-
non, and the Menlo Theater here,

has opened.

ALONG THE

WITH DUILM. DALYi

• • • ONLY a mite more than a month away is the big

event down Dallas way We mean the National Turtle Races

there on Aug. 3 which'U see prominent pix personalities

and Texas biz iirms sponsoring entries for the very logical

reason that the event is held by Dallas Variety Club Tent No. 17

and is for the most appealing of all causes Charity

Climaxing ten prelim, heats each to have over 100 entries

will be the final champeenship race with the ten heat-winners

going to the barrier In charge of arrangements for the races

are Chief Barker Bob O'Donnell, W. G. Underwood, Ben Ferguson, R. I.

Payne, R. E. Grifftih Lynn Stocker, John Adams, Julius Gordon,

S. L. Oakley, Harold Robb and Ed Rowley A number ol New
York Film Row bigwigs expect to hit the trail for the Southwest

in time to attend the races

T T T
• • • PAUL Short, divisional manager jor National Screen

Service with headquarters in Dallas was recently made a

life member of Tent No. 17 of the Variety Clubs by Bob
O'Donnell, 1st Assistant National Chief Barker Honor was

bestowed on Short for his efforts in staging the celebrations at-

tendant to the National Convention of Variety Clubs of America

held last April in Dallas The recipient was given a

gold-plated membership card very handsomely engraved

T T
• • • STUFF: Loew's Rochester Theater continues to add

to its rep as a powerhouse via the promotional go-getter tactics of Lester

Pollock whose latest sell-the-customer idea is the installation of the

Crown Boat Bar on the mezzanine, the drinks are on the house

Pete J. Wood, of ITO of Ohio, who has been in our midst, charac-

terizes as very okay Republic's "Grand Ole Opry" RKO Radio's

Movie Shorts Quiz impressing showmen and newspaper editors

Andre R. Heymann, French Cinema Center prexy, completing plans

for U. S. screen debut of the young French actress, Nina St. Claire,

whose initial starring opus, "Priere Aux Etoiles," was shelved 'cause

of war conditions East Coast and West Coast, plus John Q. Public,

growing increasingly 'thusiastic o'er Leslie Selander as a masterful

director of western dramas First social oasis hereabouts since

summer began is the cocktail party this aft'noon which Republic is

hosting for Ona Munson in the Savoy Plaza's Mandarin Room
Over in Palisades, N. J„ rapid progress is noted on the new Yiddish

feature, "Who Am I?" which Herman Rosen is producing for Cinema

Service Corp

T T T
• • • ODD SITUATIONS: Down in Lake City, Fla is

the DeSoto Theater which occupies an erstwhile church

The buillding was remodeled as a showplace but the steeple

still remains Within the latter is the original bell which
is used by the management on occasions when it wants to

proclaim to the customers that special prices are being

charged!

T T T
• • • IT seems profligate to have flooded the nation with

thousands of feet of film and countless nooze stories anent the

Republican Convention when it all could be told in a sentence:

"Where there's a Willkie, there's a way"

« « « » » »

Would Have Consent

Decree Cover All Co/s

(.Continued from Page 1)

and that other companies, not ac
tively participating in the curren
total of $688,369.45 of which $147,-
confabs, should be included in th<

discussions.
The Government to date has mad'

no effort to force inclusion of CV*

lumbia, United Artists and Un :

sal in the talks, nor indeed i

any strong overtures been made V
them, it is understood. Opinion ha
been expressed by several attorney
sitting in that unless there is a soli

front by all companies little can b
achieved.
One of the "bugs" reported er

countered as the discussions procee
relates to the desire on the part c

the majors that the provisions c

any decree be extended in some wa
to all companies.
Majors disposed to accept a se |

tlement by decree, as one illustr;

tion, are apprehensive that compet
tors not bound by its terms woul
among other things, proceed to se
as they pleased.

Another issue raised by the m;
jors strongly in favor of the decr<
is the fact that terms of a decree
rough form do not allow enou£
leeway for action by the film cor
panies.

James Gordon Bennett Stories
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAW
Hollywood—An agency is pedalii

two stories dealing respectively wi
the lives of two New York newspap
publishers, the elder and young
James Gordon Bennett. Both we
written by a great-grandniece of t

elder Bennett, and Charles Blake,
Chicago newspaper man.

RKO Signs Alfred Hitchcock
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAI
Hollywood—By arrangement w

David O. Selznick, RKO has sigr
Alfred Hitchcock to direct two p:

ductions, "Mr. and Mrs. Smith" st
ring Carole Lombard, and "Bef<
the Fact," starring Anne Shirley

Gene Raymond With O'Hara
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DA.

Hollywood — Harold Lloyd 1

signed Gene Raymond to play
posite Maureen O'Hara in "Th
Girls and a Gob" which is Lloj
first production for RKO.

Kearney Opening Tomorrow
Kearney, Neb.—George O. W

roe said the New Empress, built ji

$25,000 on the site of the old

which burned last winter, will o I

tomorrow.

Raymond in Frisco P. A.

San Francisco — "Cross Coui i

Romance" will have its world ] a

miere here at the Golden Gate l'i

ater Wednesday, with Gene Rayrr, i

making a p.a.



CHEER UP
AMERICA'

• A

ANDY ^
HARDY MEETS
DEBUTANTE!
PREVIEWED
AND IT'S

PIP!
"ANDY HARDY MEETS DEBUTANTE" with

Lewis Stone • Mickey Rooney • Cecilia Parker

Fay Holden • Ann Rutherford • Diana Lewis and

Judy Garland • Screen Play by Annalee Whitmore
and Thomas .Seller • Directed by George B. Seitz

A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture

Oh Mister Exhibitor! Just keep on having faith in the Friendly Company
that gives you a "New Moon" (terrific hit in every engagement) followed
by the best Hardy comedy of them all and more good news coming!
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R FATRIOTIC T EATURETTES

What they are — Who has them — How good they are

REVIEWS
"Teddy, the Rough

Rider"
(Historical Technicolor)

Warners 19 Mins.

Splendid Historical Short

Every audience will be thrilled by

it, as it is historically accurate and
paints one of the greatest eras in U. S.

history . . . The characterization of

Theodore Roosevelt by Sidney Blackmer
is artistic acting on a high plane,

with Roosevelt seemingly alive on the

screen with all his vitality and fierce

crusading spirit . . . Film opens in

1895 when he took over the post of

New York police commissioner . . .

His accomplishments as president are

depicted and in the closing sequence
of the film, following his retirement

from public life, he makes an impas-

sioned plea for Americanism and

Democracy that could well be used as

the watchword of this nation today.

Excerpts from FILM DAILY review 2/8/40

"Peace On Earth"
M-G-M 8 Mins.

Timely, Enlightening

In "Peace on Earth," M-G-M has

turned out a cartoon whose theme is

off the beaten path . . . while very

amusing, it also gives the audience

something to think about ... It en-

visages a time when all men are killed

off by wars and the world is left to

the animals . . . Puzzled by the ex-

pression "good will towards men," two

baby squirrels ask their grandpop what

men were like and what happened to

them . . . Grandpop tells them . . .

Then the animals went to work and

built up a new and peaceful world with

the implements of war left behind by

man . . . Short is timely, amusing

and enlightening ... It is in Techni-

color.

Excerpts from FILM DAILY review 12/5/39

EXPLOITETTES
Patriotic organizations everywhere

are cognizant of the superb message

this short carries. Contact them for

their help. This year is the 40th

anniversary of Theodore Roosevelt's

election as Vice-President of the U. S.,

from which post he assumed the pres-

idency the following year upon Mc-

Kinley's assassination. Press support

can readily be enlisted in connection

with the anniversary, particularly since

this is an election year. Warner ex-

changes can supply a one-sheet, 8 x 10

black and white photos, cuts and mats.

Showmen are given a splendid oppor-

tunity to gain editorial and general

newspaper support on the contents

of this reel, for it represents in its

story an important phase of the current

American mind to keep out of the

war, but in the forging of military

implements build for peace. Unique

ballyhoos can be devised for this sub-

ject. A teaser letter or postcard

campaign will be found effective in

building business. Material suitable

for exploitation can be obtained

through M-G-M exchanges.

PRODUCT SCHEDULE
WARNERS

"The Declaration of Independence," "Lincoln in the White House," "The Bill of
Rights," "Monroe Doctrine," "Give Me Liberty," "Sons of Liberty," "The Man Without
a Country," "Under Southern Stars," "The Song of a Nation," "Old Hickory," "Romance

of Louisiana," "Teddy, the Rough Rider," "Old Glory."

M-G-M
"While America Sleeps," "Yankee Doodle Goes to Town," "The Story That Couldn't Be

Printed," "Peace on Earth," "The Flag Speaks."

COLUMBIA
"Patriotic Songs," "Inside the Wh;te House," "Inside the Capitol," "Washington, D. C."

RKO RADIO
"Uncle Sam, the Cood Neighbor," "Air Army," "America's Youth, 1940,"" "U. S.

Navy, 1940."*

March of Time Issues.

UNIVERSAL
'The March of Freedom."

Mayer's Salary Tops Industry
Treasury Department Reports Film Earnings

{Continued

total of $688,369.45 of which $147,-
250 was salary and $541,119.45 was
a bonus.

Loew's contributed the longest list,

comprising 73 names. They were:
Lionel Barrymore, $136,584.82; Freddie

Bartholomew, $118,166.66; Wallace Beery,
$355,000; David Bernstein, $191,585.81; Ray
Bolger, $87,000; Frank Borzage, $166,083.33;
Fanny Brice, $166,500; Clarence Brown,
$188,708.33; Arlington Brugh, (Robert Tay-
lor) $184,833.32; Edward Chodorov, $78,000;
J. J. Cohn, $99,000; Claudette Colbert, $125,-
000; J. W. Considine, Jr., $122,666.66; Jack
Conway, $182,000; Joan Crawford, $305,384.-
43; George Cukor, $125,883.33; Jack Cum-
mings, $79,750; Melvyn Douglas, $98,583.34;
Sam Eckman, Jr., $122,410.97; Nelson Eddy,
$146,416.67, also

—

Victor Fleming, $156,000; Sidney Franklin,
$169,000; Tules Furthman, $95,266.66; Clark
Gable, $272,000; Greta Garbo; $270,000;
Cedric Gibbons, $79,916.67; Ben Goetz, $76,-
525; Fernand Gravet, $121,242.30; Ben
Hecht, $159,996.64; Lucien Hubbard, $95,-
625; B. H. Hyman, $194,187.86; Sam Katz,
$247,756.97; Vincent Lawrence, $91,333.33;
Robert Z. Leonard, $190,083.33; Mervyn Le
Roy, $300,000; Al Lichtman, $229,391.73;
Louis D. Lighton, $156,166.66; A. M. Loew,
$183,377.03; Anita Loos, $87,500; Myraa
Loy, $140,666.64; Ernest Lubitsch, $91,969.-

28; John Lee Mahin, $80,833.33; Joseph
Mankiewicz, $156,000; E. J. Mannix, $249,-
481.97; Robert Montgomery, $209,750; Frank
Morgan, $182,895.90, also—

Jeanette MacDonald, $125,000; William A.
McGuire, $76,250; Eleanor Powell, $85,598.23;
Harry Rapf, $137,339.25; Edward G. Robin-
son, $100,000; W. F. Rodgers, $77,333.33;

J. Walter Ruben, $91,000; J. Robert Rubin,
$218,423.10; N. M. Schenck, $275,673.13,
also

—

Norma Shearer, $300,000; Louis K. Sidney,

$78,000; Lawrence Stallings, $79,208.34;
James Stewart, $75,291.63; Herbert Stothart,

$78,000; Hunt Stromberg, $328,817.73; Mar-
garet Sullavan, $78,000.03; Norman Taurog,
$156,000; Benjamin Thau, $136,878.49; Rich-
ard Thorpe, $87,458.34; Franchot Tone, $94,-

416.66; Spencer Tracy, $212,000; W. S. Van
Dyke, $216,750; King Vidor, $137,666.67; L.
Weingarten, $170,272.58; Sam Wood, $93,425;
Robert Young, $148,916.66.

Other film concerns reporting were
as follows:

Darmour, Inc.—Jack Holt, $103,461.58.
Walt Disney Productions—Walter E. Dis-

ney, $104,111.11; Leopold Stowkowski, $80,-

000.
David L. Loew Productions, Inc.—Joe E.

Brown, $165,000.

, Inc.—Herby.
j

y—C. C. M(

from Page 1)

Hal Roach Studios, Inc.—Oliver Hardy
$116,850; Hal E. Roach, Sr., $106,000.

Columbia Pictures—Jean Arthur, $136,666.
67; Samuel J. Briskin, $106,000; Sidney Buch
man, $92,750; Frank Capra, $294,166.67
Harry Cohn, $185,500; Walter Connolly, $82,
500; Cary Grant, $181,250; Al Hall, $83,750
Howard Hawks, $112,500; Katharine Hep
burn, $75,000; William Perlberg, $92,750
Everett Riskin, $92,750; Jack Cohn, $106,-
120.

Consolidated Film Industries, Inc.—Herb
ert J. Yates, $75,200.

Marcus Loew Booking Agency
kowitz, $92,937.
RKO Radio—Fred Astaire, $266,837.36

Pandro S. Berman, $213,773.93; Milton Berle
$82,499.99; Charles Boyer, $84,277.28; Rich
ard Dix, $85,015.17; Irene Dunne, $255,
222.79; Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., $194,270.83.
Cary Grant, $159,375; Gregory La Cava
$100,000; Leo McCarey, $77,500; Chico Marx.
$83,333.34; Groucho Marx, $83,333.33; Harpo
Marx, $83,333.33; George O'Brien, $95,000
Joe Penner, $90,500; Ginger Rogers, $208,
767.67; Barbara Stanwyck, $117,291.67
George Stevens, $130,416.65; Katharine Hep
burn, $120,160.89; Ned Depinet, $86,921.22

Twentieth Century-Fox—George and Gert-
rude Temple, $192,166.67.

Universal—Charles Winninger, $82,000.02;
Edgar Bergen, $90,416.68; Rowland V. Lee,
$104,375; W. C. Fields, $115,000; Henry
Koster, $118,916.67; Joe Pasternak, $119,-

875; Victor McLaglen, $123,333.30; Charles
Boyer, $130,000; Basil Rathbone, $140,833.33;
Bing Crosby, $150,000; Irene Dunne, $150,-

000; Edna Mae Durbin (Deanna Durbin),
$174,916.67; John Stahl, $196,000.
Vitagraph—S. C. Einfeld, $84,000; Grad-

well L. Sears, $84,000.
Warner Bros. Circuit Management Corp.

—

Joseph Bernhard, $110,000.
Warner Bros. Pictures—Sam E. Morris,

$78,000; Lloyd Bacon, $179,125; Sam Bi-

schoff, $104,250; Henry Blanke, $86,500;
George Brent, $99,208.33 ; James Cagney,
$243,000; Michael Curtiz, $171,000; Bette
Davis, $143,458.33; Errol Flynn, $181,333.33;
Leo Forbstein, $78,000; Brian Foy, $109,-

916.67; Edmund Goulding, $168,916.04; Wil-
liam Keighley, $89,000; Anatole Litvak, $117,-

857.16; Robert Lord, $134,450; Pat O'Brien,
$140,333.34; Claude Rains, $98,083.34; Casey
Robinson, $85,666.66; Max Steiner, $78,000;
H. B. Wallis, $260,000; H. M. Warner, $156,-

000; J. L. Warner, $156,000; Maj. Albert
Warner, $104,000.

The list, in a majority of cases,

comprises large corporations which
requested, and were granted, addi-

tional time in filing their voluminous
tax returns. An earlier list was
issued last January.

British Acoustic Films

Loses Erpi Suit Appeal

(Continued from Page 1)

ents, Nos. 1,597,819 and 2,006,719,

and that both patents were invalid.

These patents relate to a film

driven flywheel for steadying uni-

form motion of sound film at the

point of recording or reproduction.
British corporation brought its ac-

tion against Erpi on Jan. 10, 1938.

The case was tried before Federal
Judge Nields at Wilmington, Del.,

Feb. 14, 1939. His decision in favor
of the defendant was handed down
Sept. 22, last.

'No War News/ Embassy Slogan
San Francisco — The Embassy is

advertising, "We Do Not Show War
News."

"Free Cosmetics" Night

El Cerrito, Cal.—The El Cerrito
Theater's latest give-away is a
"Free Cosmetics" night.

Disposition of Newsreel
Men in Europe a Problem

(Continued from Page 1)

week-end for the New York offices.

Majority of the European men are

said to now be concentrated in Spain.

Strict censorship and barring of

outside newsreel men from German
occupied territories leaves only Eng-
land itself, Asia Minor and the Far
East open for war coverage. Ship-
ping difficulties have also contributed
to the newsreel companies' troubles.

Omaha V. C. Tourney July 15

Omaha—Variety Club will hold its

annual golf tourney and dinner-

dance on July 15.

Chief Barker Morris Cohn, Strand
Theater, Council Bluffs, la.; Glenn
Rogers, Film Transport, and Meyer
Stern, Capitol Pictures, in charge of

arrangements.

New MP Editor In Chi.
Chicago— Ann Marsters, feature

writer of the Herald-American, has
been named motion picture editor.
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rv Say 95% of Houses

Pass Along Tax

{Continued from Page 1)

vidual operators generally reported.

On the basis of the checkup, it

was indicated that upwards of 95

per cent of houses, for the present

at least, would make no attempt to

raise admissions, restricting the

boost at the box-office to the exact

_mount of the tax.

i wThis policy prevails with minor, if

y, exceptions in New York City.

K is in the hinterlands where the

departures are found. They are

scattering, however, being confined

to no one area and reflect both tax
absorption and price boosts, the lat-

ter to net a penny or two profit as

well as covering the tax require-

ments.
Major circuits exercising direct

control over theaters are clinging to

the pass-along policy. In the in-

stance of Paramount, it is under-
stood that its partners, on the whole,

are of the same mind, although de-

centralized operation gives the part-

ners freedom of action.

While all theaters faced compli-

cated chages in routine due to the

new tax setup, the circuit had the

real job in perfecting new account-

ing systems for the Government in

their role of tax collectors, hastily

ordering and installing new change-
making machines for all houses,

drafting and rushing through new
daily statement forms, schooling

theater staffs, ordering millions of

new tickets and setting up immense
penny reservoirs.

Akron 25c Subsequents
Will Absorb New Taxes
Akron, O.—While Loew's and

Warners' local houses are passing
along the new admission tax today,

the subsequent 25c houses are ab-

sorbing the levy. The Highland,
with a 25-30 cent scale, is adding
the tax to its existing prices.

Loew's houses in Canton and To-
ledo and Warners' theater in Can-
ton is passing the tax along.

So. Calif. Indie Exhibs.
To Pass Defense Tax Along
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Los Angeles — At a heavily at-

tended meeting of independent ex-

hibitors of this territory it was in-

dicated that practically every exhib-

itor will add the new tax to their

present admission scale.

Fox West Coast and Warner Bros,
announced at the meeting that they
will also do the same. It is believed

that a small number of theaters
charging 15 cents may raise their

price to 20 cents.

|
Detroit Area Exhibs. to Add

i
Tax Without Price Boost

Detroit—Approximately 250 De-
troit theaters as well as upstate
houses were represented in meeting
Friday on the amusement tax prob-

: lem. All present indicated intention

to carry on with present prices and
add the new tax to admission

India's Champ. Critic
Bombay (By Mail)— India's champion

film critic appears to be Ram L. Cogtay,
editor of Motion Picture Magazine. Since

1936, he has caught 300 or more pictures

annually. Figures by year follow: 1936,

317; 1937, 330; 1938, 355; 1939, 300.

They actually represent the number of

pictures released in Bombay.

211 Down-Stale III.

Houses in New Unit

{Continued from Page 1)

named acting president and William
F. Crouch was named executive sec-

retary. Other officers will be an-
nounced at the next meeting.
Organized to protect their inter-

ests against adverse legislation pri-

marily, the group also discussed the
problems of "gypsy" movie opera-
tors, who are threatening small town
exhibitors; the dangers of letting

nickel-in-the-slot machines get a
foothold, and problems of taxation.

Organization headquarters will be
set up by the executive secretary
downstate, probably, Springfield.

New York Allied May
Accept MPTOA Invitation

{Continued from Page 1)

Cohen is president, held a special
meeting to consider the MPTOA
bid last week, and will further weigh
it at a second meeting here shortly.

It is expected that the Cohen-
headed organization will act favor-
ably on MPTOA affiliation.

At last week's unpublicized meet-
ing, the Board went on record offer-

ing the services of the State organi-
zation to President Roosevelt to aid

national defense.
The directors also passed a reso-

lution not to cut admission prices

but to pass the new defense tax on
to the public.

Advertising Accessories/

20th-Fox Said Talking Deal

{Continued from Page 1)

ported at the week-end. Talks are
said to be in the preliminary stage.

The National Screen Service off-

shoot has already closed deals with
three majors, Paramount, RKO and
Universal.

Moxley Opens New House
Crawfordsville, Ark.—W. L. Mox-

ley, of Memphis, who has operated a

film house at Turrell for several

months, has opened a theater here.

Orville Griffith Leases

Magazine, Ark. — Orville Griffith

has leased the New Theater from
E. L. Savage.

charged. No intention to raise or

lower basic admission charge in any
situation was expressed. Meeting
included Co-operative Theaters of

Michigan, United Detroit Theaters,

Michigan Allied members and indies.

THE FEUD IS ON!
The inimitable Weaversjoin forces with the incom-

parable stars ofRadio '$ famous GrandOle Opry in

aside-splitting war on dirtypolitics in the Ozarks.

WEAVER BROTHERS and ELVIRY

GRAND OLE OPRY

LOIS RANS0N • ALLAN LANE • HENRY K0LKER
AND RADIO'S POPULAR ARTISTS

UNCLE DAVE MACON AND HIS SON D0RRIS

ROY ACUFF and his ROCKY MOUNTAIN BOYS with RACHEL

GEORGE DEWEY HAY "THE SOLEMN OLE JUDGE" f

FRANK McDONALD— DIRECTOR

A REPUBLIC PICTURE
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.

More eye-appeal...

More word-of-mouth . .

.

More attention value...

More pulling power...

More tickets sold
with the three best sellers

in the business ...

TRAILERS • LOBBY DISPLAYS
STANDARD THEATRE ACCESSORIES

k
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DRAFT CLEARANCE, OVERBUYING FORMULAS

No Squawks as Theaters Collect New Taxes
New York Movie Patrons
Accept Defense Tax; No
Adverse Effect on Biz

"No squawks."
That sums up the New York patron

reaction to the imposition of the new
Federal admission taxes for defense
purposes, checkup disclosed yester-

Washington Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Congress was asked by

the President yesterday to enact a
steeply graduated excess profits tax
applicable both to corporations and in-

dividuals "without discrimination," It

is expected the tax will be modeled
after one levied during the World War
period.

day, first day that the 10 per cent
levy on admissions in the 21-40 cent
classifications was collected.

Further, it appeared that the new
{Continued on Page 8)

Ban on Shipping

Fight Pix Lifted

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Prizefight films yes-

terday became legitimate entertain-
ment all over the country as far as
the Federal Government is con-
cerned, when President Roosevelt
signed a bill lifting the 30-year old
ban against interstate transporta-
tion of fight movies.
The measure, which permits the

films to be shown, was sponsored
by Senator Barbour, Republican, one-
time national amateur heavyweight

(Continued on Page 5)

French TheaterReopenings
Wait on Demobilization

Bordeaux (By Cable)—Film the-
aters in unoccupied France will re-
open upon the completion of French
Army demobilization. Tentative re-

(Continued on Page 5)

Food for Thought
Bridgeport, Conn.—Joe Corwel of the

Liberty, would like a little less for his

money when it comes to distributors'

year books. There isn't room on his desk
to look at them, let alone keep them,
he complains, so he throws them regret-
fully into the basket.

Production Lull Strihes Hollywood; Only
Three Features to Start Shooting This Week

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Three pictures are scheduled to go into production this week; it's the

lowest figure in months. The list:

At Paramount: "Touchdown!" with Wayne Morris, Virginia Dale and Lillian Cornell.

At 20th Century-Fox: "Youth Will be Served" starring Jane Withers.
At Universal: "Seven Sinners" with Marlene Dietrich.

Defense Shoulders Chi. Indies Trying

Neely Bill Aside

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Inaction by the

House sub-committee on the Neely
bill during the coming week was in-

dicated yesterday. A committee
spokesman told The Film Daily
that national defense had the right
of way.

The lag in action on the film meas-
ure may extend to the Democratic
national convention in Chicago, start-
ing July 15, which will occupy an-
other week, it was learned.

Congressional leaders are now
talking about adjournment in mid-
August as the campaign tempo in-

creases, this would kill any chance
of action this session.

Mass. Court In Test Case
Gives Bank Night Okay

East Cambridge, Mass.—Michael
J. Hurney, representing the Tower
theater of Lowell, in what was con-
sidered a test care to determine the
validity in this state of the so-

called theater "Bank Night," was
found not guilty of charges against

(Continued on Page 5)

Early 20c Shows

Chicago—With the new Fedei'al

admission tax generally passed along
here yesterday, it is estimated that
approximately 50 per cent of the in-

dies are experimenting with early
shows at 20 cents, thus escaping the
10 per cent levy until evening prices

of 25 and 35 cents become effective.

Twenty per cent of the indies, how-
ever, have scales under 20 cents for

night performances, it is estimated
in indie circles.

In two instances, theaters have not
only added the new Federal levies,

but additionally have made a straight
five-cent boost. They are the Alli-

ance circuit's State and Ike Holy-
(Continucd on Page 5)

Bioff Clemency Action
Must Wait Till Oct. 7

Springfield, 111.—Clemency applica-

tion of William Bioff, West Coast
IATSE leader, now serving out a
22-year-old sentence in Illinois, has
been continued for hearing Oct. 7.

Bioff, it is stated, failed to complete
technical requirements for action
July 9.

Fewer Chi. Summer Closings
Cool Weather Keeps Film Theaters Open

Would Enjoin Warners
From Signing Ainley

Select Theaters Corp. will apply
today for a temporary injunction
against Warners to restrain it from
signing a contract with Richard Ain-
ley, legitimate actor, papers filed in

the New York Supreme Court yes-
(Continued on Page 5)

Chicago—Summer closings in this

city and vicinity are below last year's

mark, survey discloses. With wea-
ther remaining cool, patronage has
held up unusually well, with the re-

sult that several indies which had
posted closing notices are continu-

ing to operate.
Both B & K and Warner houses

are all operating. Great States has
(Continued on Page 4)

Sub-Committees Agree on
Provisions, Submit Them
To Majors and the Gov't

Expert N. W. Allied

TO Okay Buying Unit

Minneapolis — Looming as the

principal subject for consideration
when Northwest Allied convenes at

the Nicollet Hotel here July 10-11

is the scheduled committee report

on the organization of a buying unit.

In view of existing conditions, in-

formed sources said yesterday that

it is virtually certain that some
(Continued on Page 5)

Allied N. E. Unit to Meet
On Product Survey July 16

Boston— Independent Exhibitors,

Inc., Allied's New England affiliate,

will meet July 16 to start the ball

rolling for the product survey and
information bureau setup authorized

by national Allied's recent Chicago
convention.

Saved by a Point!
Columbus, O.—The Internal Revenue

Bureau here ruled yesterday that the 21

cents gross admission in Ohio is exempt
from the new 10 per cent Federal de-

fense levy provided box office signs

read: 20.37 cents admission, plus .63

state tax. Latter represents the 3 per

cent excise levy.

Special sub-committees appointed
to discuss various aspects of settle-

ment of the equity suit by consent
decree have agreed upon provisions
covering both clearance and over- '

buying, and have submitted their re-
ports to the litigants, it was reliably
learned yesterday.
The important subjects of arbi-

tration and block-booking still re-

main in the formative stage, and
no agreement has been reached on
them, it was said.

Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard
yesterday postponed trial of the suit

for one week to July 8 after Special

Assistant Attorney General J. Ste-

phen Doyle informed the Court that
sub-committees were meeting "al-

most daily," and that several of
(Continued on Page 4)
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FINANCIAL
(Monday, July 1)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7>/8 7 7'/8 — '/.

Col. Picts. vtc. (2'/2 %) .?
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 120 1 191/4 119%— %
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9i/

2 9% 9% + " i/4
Loew's, Inc 24% 24V4 24y2 — 1/4

do pfd
Paramount 5% 5 5 %
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film
RKO New 3 2% 3
20th Century-Fox . . 6% 63/8 6%
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2]4 2l/4 21/4—'%
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3V2S46
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 I4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1% 1% ]5/s
Technicolor 10 10 10
Trans-Lux 1 1 1

Universal Corp. vtc
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45.. 64 66
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 57 60

306 Membership to Meet
Membership meeting of Local 306,

operators, has been called for tonight
to discuss the acceptance into the
union of operators now employed in
the Cocalis circuit if the RKO deal
to take over the theaters goes
through. Discussion on the subject
was held at the last membership
meeting, but it was referred back
for further study.

Schlesinger Plant Closed
As 200 Workers Vacation

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — A month ahead of

schedule on production, Leon Schles-
inger's cartoon plant has closed for
the annual vacation period; activity
resumes July 15, when staff of 200
reports back. Employes with or-
ganization for year or more get
week's vacation with pay, others half
a week's.
Twenty pictures are now in some

phase of production for the 1940-41
Warner program, which calls again
for 26 "Merrie Melodies" in Tech-
nicolor and 16 "Looney Tunes" star-

ring Porky Pig.
First "Merrie Melodie" for the

new season is in its final stages.
It's "Malibu Beach Party", "Pre-
historic Porky," first '40-'41 "Loo-
ney Tune," has already been photo-
graphed.

Bank Night Indictments
Nol-prossed in R. I.

East Greenwich, R. I.—Indict-

ments issued May 26, 1938 against
Arnold Berger, former resident man-
ager of the Greenwich theater, and
Philip H. Lavine, Bank Night rep-
resentative, both of Boston, Mass.,
charging them with violation of the

State's general laws in conducting
a bank night drawing at the the-

ater in 1938, were nol-prossed June
27 by Judge Herbert L. Carpenter
in Superior Court here. Assistant
Attorney General Jacob S. Temkin
had recommended the action.

Indies and B & K Still

Using Triples In Chi.

Chicago—The Iris, Dale, Times and
the Rio, indies, and B & K's Belmont,
Biltmore and Crystal theaters are
clinging to triples. At the last two
named houses B & K featured "Dr.
Kildare's Strange Case." "Broadway
Melody of 1940" both Metro pix, and
"Gangs of the City," Republic re-

lease.

Seventeen theaters featured pi'e-

miums over the week-end, but only
three advertised book giveaways.

Canadians to Watch Films
For "Offensive" Material

Montreal—While film censorship
remains in the hands of provincial
authorities, the Dominion Govern-
ment's Censorship Co-ordination
committee plans to make heads of

all provincial film censorship boards
unofficial agents of the Censorship
Committee so they can remain on
the alert for "offensive" material in

films they review, it is learned here.

6 Triple-Quota British

Films Produced in Year

London (By Air Mail)—Of the 108
British feature pictures produced
during the quota year ending on
March 31 last, six qualified for triple

quota, 20 for double quota and 25
for exhibitor's quota only.
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Will Up Prices One Night
In Ohio Keys for ATAHT
Cleveland—ATAHT opens July 13

at the Hippodrome under the reg-

ular continuous policy at popular
prices.

In key spots throughout the state,

however, the pix will be given one
pre-release evening showing at ad-

vanced prices with reserved seats,

the regular popular priced run to

follow within a few days. Towns
selected for this policy which has
been successful on previous occa-

sions with pictures of this type in-

clude Lima, Mansfield, and Ports-

mouth.

Cincinnati—ATAHT road showing
set at RKO Capitol, has been can-

celled. The film will be shown July

12, at popular prices.

Ben Turpin, Early Screen
Comedian, Dead on Coast

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood—Ben Turpin, 65, vet-

eran screen actor, died yesterday in

a local hospital to which he was hur-

riedly removed from his Beverly

Hills home. He began his career

as an entertainer with a Sam T.

Jack burlesque company in Chicago,

and, after 11 years in vaudeville,

entered the films during their early

stages of development.
Best known through his work in

silent pictures, in which field he capi-

talized on the physical defect of

cross-eyes, he rose to eminence as

a comedian under the banner of

Mack Sennett.

In the talkies, Turpin made a few
appearances, chiefly in "Hollywood
Cavalcade" and more recently in

"Saps At Sea," the Laurel-Hardy
starring vehicle produced by Hal
Roach and released by UA.

Action on Detroit's Sign

Ordinance Off 90 Days

Detroit—Action on Detroit's new
ordinance barring red or flashing

signs within 22 feet of sidewalk level

was postponed 90 days by the City

Council. Action was taken on pro-

test of Co-operative Theaters of

Michigan, which pointed out that the

new rodinance would seriously af-

fect Detroit theaters.

RKO's Lyric, Cincinnati,

Lowers Box-Office Scale

Cincinnati — RKO's Lyric, down-
town, dropped prices yesterday. Un-
til 6 p.m., new scale is 33 cents:
after that, price is 42 cents. Both
prices include Federal and stati

levies.

"Maginot" Out at 20th-Fox
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—20th Century-Fox has

-ailed off "The Life of Andre Magi-
not" because of war developments.
Tentatively added to the schedule
•we "Seward's Folly," a story of the
A.laskan purchase, and "Not for
Glory," which deals with the Al-
cock-Brown transatlantic flight.

COminG and GOIflG

HERMAN WOBBER, general sales manager of
20th-Fox, is scheduled to arrive in New York
next week from the Coast.

JOSEPH H. MOSKOWITZ, Eastern production
executive in charge of the local talent and story
department of 20th-Fox, left New York yester-
day for the Coast.

LYNN FARNOL, UA's advertising and pub-J
licity head, leaves the home office Frit*-.'-t. for
Plattsburg's Citizen Military Training -np,

and returns to his post here in early / ,
-
v

.

MAURICE "RED" KANN and his wife, the?
former FRANCES CROSS, have returned to New
York from an extended honeymoon trip.

RALPH BLUM, Hollywood agent, and his wife,
CARMEL MYERS, screen actress, have arrived in

New York from the Coast.

CHARLES SKOURAS, Fox West Coast The-
\

aters chief, left New York last night for Holly-
wood.

LOU SMITH, Columbia studio publicity direc-
tor, leave New York today for Boston.

GEORGE FETTICK, booker for Republix The-

1

aters, Cincy, has left for an extended vacation I
in the Pacific Northwest.

JACK LYKES, manager of Loew's Stillman,
Cleveland, and MRS. LYKES, are on a busman's
holiday in New York, taking in the new stage
and screen shows.

BILL REISINGER, Loew-Poli-Bijou, New Haven
manager, is on vacation in his home town,
Dayton, while Nat Rubin of the Poli subs.

HARRY ROSE, manager of the Globe, Bridge-
port, Conn., is vacationing in Atlantic City.

SIG SCHLAGER, president of Producers Corp.
of America, and HENRY HERZBRUN, executive
and counsel for the company, have arrived in

New York from Hollywood.

BRENDA JOYCE and RICHARD GREENE, film!
players, arrive in New York next Tuesday morn-
ing via TWA, and will continue immediately
to Baltimore to attend the world premiere of
the 20th-Fox feature, "Maryland."

LOUIS SHURR has arrived in Hollywood from
New York.

SAM WOOD, accompanied by his family, has
arrived in Honolulu.

JOHN CHAPMAN has arrived on the Coast
from New York.

Cargill Deal Won't Halt
"American Way" Filming

Reports of the possible deferment
of production of the screen version
of "The American Way" in light of
theatrical road rights' acquisition by
the Jerome H. Cargill group were
spiked yesterday when sources close
to the situation asserted that the i

stage property would be presented
in a number of U. S. stands by ama-
teur players, and this is scarcely
calculated to interfere with bringing
"The American Way" to the screen
in 1940-41.

THE SHORTEST DISTANCE

BETWEEN TWO POINTS IS

Tostal
Telegraph

CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS
'PHONED IN APPEAR ON YOUR

IT>v TELEPHONE BILL.
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EYES ON -G- s

SPORTING
Talk about a "sleeper"!

Don't get caught napping on this one!

We heard it was a swell picture—

But yesterday we screened it and

What a thrill!

Every once in a while there comes an

Unusual, unheralded show like

"Sporting Blood" about which showmen say:

'Why didn't you tip me off in advance?"

We're telling Mister showmen

—

There's grand entertainment coming!

There's heart-throb, gripping action, romance in

M-G-M's "Sporting Blood" Please take our tip!

Book it wisely. Promote it enthusiastically!

'SPORTING BLOOD'Vith ROBERT YOUNG • MAUREEN O'SULLIVAN • LEWIS STONE
William Gargan • Lynne Carver • Screen Play by Lawrence Hazard • Albert Mannheimer and
Dorothy Yost • Directed by S. Sylvan Simon • Produced by Albert E. Levoy • An M-G-M Picture
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Fewer Chicago

Summer Closings

(Continued from Page 1)

closed only a couple of theaters,
these situations annually following
that policy.

Essaness, while closing- a few
nabes, is continuing evening shows
at the West End theater; matinees
there have been dropped. RKO has
only the Palace dark. Schoenstadt
circuit has held closings to several
smaller nabes on the South Side.

Beck circuit has closed the Pas-
time in the Loop for wrecking, and
will replace it with a new house.
Sonotone theater in the Loop has
been reopened by Herb Ellisburg as
the Studio theater; house has a sin-

gle feature policy.

New MBS Dept. to Supply
Talent to Film Theaters

Chicago — Mutual Broadcasting
System has established a talent de-

partment in Chicago under Noel Ger-
son management. It will supply tal-

ent to film theaters.

Organize Trio Films
Trio Films, Inc., a new distribu-

tor headed by Martin J. Lewis, H. S.

Rosenwald and Harold S. Neuber-
ger is distributing "Break the
News," English musical starring
Maurice Chevalier, directed by Rene
Clair. Jack Buchanan produced the
film and plays a leading role. Lyrics
and music were contributed by Cole
Porter.

Arthur H. Davis Dead
Nashua, N. H.—Arthur H. Davis,

78, former theater owner and man-
ager, and in recent years head of

the Nashua Poster Advertising Co.,

is dead.

Tony Martin In Albany P.A.
Albany—Lou Golding, Fabian dis-

trict manager, has booked in Tony
Martin for a one-day p. a., July 9

at Fabian's 3,700-seat Palace The-
ater.

Duals at N. H. Drive-In
Manchester, N. H.—Drive-in the-

ater, accommodating more than 400
automobiles, has been opened at

Pine Island Park. Theater has a

duals policy.

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

George Folsey

Edward Ryan

Leo T. Weiss

WITH PHILM. DALYi
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• © • THIS Fourth of July is going to be glorious in a truly

constructive sense out at the Rockville Country Club. Rockville

Center, L. I There's going to be shooting but it won't be of

the goofy fireworks variety It'll be golf and if our industry

divot diggers want to have a great day for themselves plus helping

to alleviate the appalling suffering of the innocent women and

children victims of European savagery then they should pack up

their woods and irons and hie lor the Rockville Center scene

This is Tom (M-G-M) Gerety's home club and the event its members

are staging on Thursday is the Red Cross Tournament Winnings

of the day. including the side bets, will go to the American Red

Cross We should have more "shooting" of this kind on Indepen-

dence Day and less shooting of fireworks which has the

"honor" of maiming American kids on this side of the Big Pond. . . .

T T T
• • • LYNN Farnol, UA's ad-publicity chief, has been

granted a one month's leave of absence by the company
to enable him to take the prescribed period of training at the

Citizens Military Training Camp at Plattsburg He leaves on

Friday and will return to his desk early in August . . .

• Lunching yes'day at "21" Sol Lesser, Ernst Lubitsch, Grad
Sears, Carl Leserman. . . ."Red" Kann, George and Charles Skouras,

Herbert J. Yates, Moe Siegel, Sam Dembow George "Gabby"
Hayes, Jacques Mersereau, Dorothy Mackaill —truly a light

luncheon. . . .with the light furnished by the cinematic luminaries.

• Rubber-stamp pix making is apparently not yet extinct in Hol-

lywood Just this last week your scribe attended a "dou-

ble screening" along Film Row In the first of the two produc-

tions unleashed in the screening room there was the follow-

ing dialogue line: "You have a right to shoot them, they're

prowlers!" and doggone it if the exact same line didn't out-

crop in the second feature shown ... • Republic solons and

the press were on deck en masse yes'day aft in the Man-
darin Room of the Savoy Plaza wherein a slick cocktail re-

ception was held for the magnetic Ona MunsonTV
• • • STUFF: Harold C. Robinson, head of Film Truck Service

in Detroit, and Chief Barker of the Variety Club there, is expected to

run for sheriff of Wayne County in the Fall election,—which apparently

proves that Harold is anxious to hitch himself to a "star" This may
be the buying season, but for Col. Harry Cole, National Allied prexy,

and Eddie Burnell, Chi exhib., it's definitely the hunting season, for these

two gents went to spend a few days at the Minnesota Summer home

of Al Steffes, former N. W. Allied head, and when one of the latter's

pet peacocks suddenly went A.W.O.L., the Colonel and Eddie spent

two days hunting the bird in the nabe woodlands, finally locating it

via searchlights at 11 p.m. the second night out! Carmel Myers

and her hubby, Ralph Blum, are stopping at the Gotham All of

Ronald Colman's pix from silent days to date will be shown to So. Cal.'s

classes under aegis of Prof. Warren Scott Yes'day in Cincy, Al

Hobt, Metro cashier, celebrated his 19th anniversary with company

exchange there From Fredericksburg: Ben T. Pitts, circuit operator,

has been reappointed by Gov. Price to State Port Authority for a four-

year term Christiansburg, Va.: Bill Snidow, manager of the Palace,

has just been re-elected to the Town Council by the largest vote ever

polled in the community

« « « » » »

Draft Overbuying,

Clearance Formulas
(Continued from Page 1)

these committees "have submitted
propositions with respect to spe- !

cific subjects." Judge Goddard then
said that it was "very desirable to
reach an agreement as soon &<' >s-

sible." ;
*

It was learned that the recom-
mendations on clearance and over-'
buying will be discussed by parties I

to the suit, and that recommenda-
tions may be forthcoming from
them.

Ask Wide Arbitration Powers
The Government is requesting

|
that arbitration boards be given the
broadest jurisdiction over disputes
between exhibitors, while defendants j

are countering with a more limited .1

jurisdiction for these boards. Arbi-'j
tration boards in all likelihood will

be set up in each of the localities

in which exchanges are centered,
and a national administration board i

will hear appeals from local decis-

ions. The major difficulty, it was.
said, is for the conferees to agree
upon the complex machinery of ar-

bitration and the jurisdiction of the!

boards.

Allied Against Groups of 10?

Reliable sources envisage an
c

agreement on block-booking which
would extend to the defendants the 1

;

privilege of grouping pictures in
j

blocks of either 10 or five, with ex-
hibitors having the right to elimi-

nate two films from a group of 10,

but none from a group of five.

Observers are skeptical that the

block of 10 proposal would be ac-
ceptable to Allied, even with the
cancellation provision. It is under-
stood Allied might accept the block
of five plan, originally suggested by
the D of C.

The certainty of a consent decree
rather than of a stipulation or gen-
tleman's agreement is growing as
talks continue, in the opinion of at-

torneys. Local competitive bidding,

a Government proposal via the De-
partment of Commerce, seems to

have gone by the boards, with some
form of arbitration taking its place,

it was further said.

of

Wineland Signs for RCA
, Lloyd J. Wineland, president
the Fairlawn Amusement Co., is

letting contracts for equipment for

a new 600-seat theater being erect-

ed in Washington, D. C, to be known
as the Highland. He has signed

with RCA Photophone for sound
equipment of the latest High Fidel-

ity type. The Company also oper-

ates the Fairlawn and the Congress.

-

For a Long Week-End
With home offices shuttering all day

Thursday, RKO Radio announced yester-

day that on Friday the h.o. would oper-

ate with a 50 per cent skeleton staff.

Other 50 per cent had the Friday fol-

lowing Memorial Day off. Other com-
panies will decide their Friday policy

today.

.

J
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hi. Indies Trying

iarly 20c Shows
(Continued from Page 1)

loss's Paramount at Anderson, Ind.

B & K has reduced the matinee
a rice at the Covent, a nabe, to 15
-.ei!^ It's termed an experiment by
l'"7 'rcuit.

'Off-Street Storage Space"
For Autos Urged In Cincy

Cincinnati—Col. C. 0. Sherrill,

Z'\ty manager, recommended to the
ity council that city authorities con-
ider requiring "off-street-storage

pace" for autos. Most Cincinnati
uburban exhibitors provide free
marking.

<Jew "Kildore" Pix
• est Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—M-G-M will start pro-

: luction Monday on the tentatively

, itled "Dr. Kildare Goes Home."
jew Ayres and Laraine Day head the
•ast which includes Nat Pendleton,

' Vlma Kruger, Walter Kingsford,
imma Dunn and Samuel S. Hinds.

WEDDING BELLS

Chicago—Wedding bells are ring-
rig for B & K cashiers. Lillian Se-
rai, Marbro Theater, was married to

5am Karlov, while Helen Miller of

he United Artists theater staff, be-
ame Mrs. Theodore Drell. LaVerne
?choennig changed her name to Mrs.
?red Edward Cothroll. Arthur
'"Valey, assistant service chief of the
Chicago Theater, will marry Irene
;?utenbach on July 6.

Cleveland—The marriage of Dor-
ey Brown, M-G-M head booker, and
-fiss Lucille Spencer of this city,

,
riginally set for July 20 has been
postponed to Aug. 3.

Indianapolis—Corine Marlatt, Uni-
ersal billing clerk and Walter Har-
ds were married Saturday.

Indianapolis—Betty Irwin, book-
eeper, and Hobart Kaylor, booker,
Vainer Bros., exchange, were mar-
ied Saturday in the Meridian

;,• heights Presbyterian Church.

Springfield, Mass. — Wedding of

fielma Alice Baker and Edward Jos-
' ph Powers, Jr., of the Art Theater
taff, took place Saturday in the

A- 'ectory of St. Michael's Cathedral.

Vaughn, N. M. — Juanita Davis,
• aughter of Col. and Mrs. W. E.
>avis of Lovington, and David Reece,
lanager of the Studio Theater here,
/ere married at the Davis home in

.ovington.

I

Des Moines, la.—Miss Ruby Stacy,
!f Universal's local office will be

I
larried to Carroll C. Carter, of
'tation WHO at Des Moines on
ug. 18.

See G.O.P. Anti-Trust Platform Plank
Dooming Arnold Taetics if II illhie Wins

With 18 of the 30-odd planks in the GOP platform bearing on business and its

relationship to Government, industry interest particularly is centering on the Republican
declaration regarding anti-trust legislation. The platform plank calls for enforcement
of the Sherman and Clayton acts, but condemns the use or threatened use of criminal

indictments to obtain, through consent decrees, objectives not contemplated by law.

Wall St. financial opinion interprets this as clearly indicating that the tactics

employed by Assistant Attorney Ceneral Thurman W. Arnold, chief of the D of J's

anti-trust division, will go out the window under a Republican administration in Wash-
ington.

Would Enjoin Warners
From Signing Ainley

(Continued from Page 1)

terday revealed. Suit, which names
Warner Bros, and Ainley as defend-
ants, asks for $100,000 damages in

addition to an injunction, and claims
that the plaintiff has Ainley under
exclusive contract until Oct. 1941.

Select further states that it has
negotiated a deal with M-G-M where-
by Ainley would be employed for
that company for a four-year period
at a salary ranging from $1,000
weekly to $2,500. Warners, the com-
plaint states, without the plaintiff's

authorization, has hired Ainley for
one year at $600 weekly to $650.

French Thea. Reopenings
Wait on Demobilization

(Continued from Page 1)

opening date in Marseilles and Tou-
louse, is July 15.

Exhibition of war pictures will be
banned during the Franco-German
armistice period.

"Leopard Men" Deeds Closed
E. L. McEvoy, general sales man-

ager of Select Attractions, has set

"Leopard Men of Africa" for the
RKO Temple, Rochester; Fay's The-
ater, Providence; Shea's Hippodrome,
Buffalo; Loew's Plaza Theater, Wor-
cester, Mass.; Wilmer & Vincent's
Colonial Theater, Harrisburg, Pa.

Roach Signs Adolphe Menjou
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Hal Roach has signed

Adolphe Menjou for the "Road
Show" role which the late Walter
Connolly was to have played.
Charles Butterworth, Margaret
Roach and Marjorie Woodworth
have also been added to the cast.

Rodgers-Hart on "Argentina"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — RKO has assigned

Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart
to do music and lyrics for "They
Met in Argentina." Maureen O'Hara
and Alberto Vila will have the prin-

cipal roles.

Oakland's Esquire Burns
Oakland, Calif.—Esquire theater,

recently reopened after a $30,000
remodeling job, is again dark, fol-

lowing a balcony fire. Franklin the-

ater has reopened; taking over the
Esquire bookings.

Pecchio Modernizing
Eatonville, Wash.—A. G. Pecchio

is modernizing his Roxy here by in-

stalling new RCA Photophone sound
equipment.

Mass. Court in Test Case
Gives Bank Night Okay

(Continued from Page 1)

him, in Superior Criminal court here.

Specifically charged with setting up
and managing a lottery for money
on March 1, he was exonerated by
decision of Judge Frederick W. Fos-
dick. The case was submitted to the
court on an agreed statement of

fact.

Expect N. W. Allied

To Okay Buying Unit

(Continued from Page 1)

form of a buying combo will be
authorized.
The fight for the secretaryship of

the Allied is becoming hot, with Ben
Ashe rated in the lead. A group
headed by Sol Lebedoff is trying to

place his son, Martin, in the post,

it is reported. Stan Kane, former
secretary, is also being mentioned.
Executive Board, it is said, may rec-

ommend Ashe, who yesterday re-

signed as manager of the Berger
Amusement Co.

To Aid the Red Cross
West Coast Bmeau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Olivia de Havilland

and James Stewart leave by plane
tomorrow for Houston Tex., to take
part in a Fourth of July celebration
for the benefit of the American Red
Cross.

Leon Errol for Mystery Film
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Upon completing his

next picture with Lupe Velez, Leon
Errol will be starred by RKO in

"Murder Will Out," a mystery thrill-

er.

Hitchcock on Propaganda Pix?
West Coast Bureau, of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Alfred Hitchcock has

gone to Ottawa to confer with Eng-
lish film execs, on directing a propa-
ganda film.

Giving 'Em More Flesh?
Bridgeport—Loew's Globe inaug-

urates Bathing Beauty contests and
reduces its Monday night vaude to

three acts for the summer months.

State, Allison, la.. Sold
Allison, la.—The Allison State

theater has been purchased by J. B.

Fairchild, formerly of Traer. House
formerly was operated by C. L.

Spencer.

Watta uh Mean, Safety?
Cincinnati—Al Sugarman, RKO

representative, suffered severe burns
on his fingers when safety matches
exploded in his hand.

Ban on Shipping

Fight Pix Lifted

(Continued from Page 1)

champion, and was supported by
principals in boxing and others gen-
erally. National figures who ap-
peared here in behalf of the legisla-
tion were Jack Dempsey, former
heavyweight champion, and Major
John Reed Kilpatrick, president of
Madison Square Garden. There was
no opposition to the bill, Senator
Barbour said.

The legislation was enacted after
the Jeffries-Johnson fight in 1910.
While the law was supposed to be
nation-wide, some states have not
enforced it in recent years and have
allowed fight pictures to be shown.

Krim House In Detroit

Swells Red Cross Fund

Detroit—Move for a series of Red
Cross shows, with all proceeds of
the shows contributed to the charity,
has been started by Edward Jacob-
son, manager of Krim's Harmony
Theater. Jacobson got the okay of
the Board of Education to have an-
nouncements made over the p.a. sys-
tems in the seven schools of the
neighborhood.
Youngsters were admitted free,

but asked to make any donations
they liked to the Red Cross nurses
at the door.

$55 was collected. The projec-
tionist donated his services, and
United Artists exchange contributed
the use of a feature and cartoon for
the occasion.

M-G-M Buys "Balloon Buster"
l\\-sl Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—"The Balloon Buster,"

by Frank Luke, Jr., balloon ace of
the last war, has been purchased
from RKO by M-G-M for a Robert
Taylor vehicle. Screenplay by Dud-
ley Nichols is included in the deal.

W. E. Jordan Promoted
Chicago—W. E. Jordan, manager

of the Chicago offices of Films, Inc.,

for the past four years, has been
promoted to the New York headquar-
ters, as national sales promotion
manager. Carl J. Ross succeeds
him here.

STORKS!
Chicago — Larry Stein, Warner

Theaters advertising director, is the
father of a baby girl, born at the
South Shore Hospital.

Detroit—Nat Haase, manager of
Metro Premium Co., is a father. Ad-
dition is a seven pound son, Barry.

Nine-pound son was born in Uni-
versity Heights Hospital, the Bronx,
yesterday to James J. Jordan of U's
home office sales dept., and Mrs.
Jordan.
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'Untamed'
with Ray Milland, Patricia Morison,

Akim Tamiroff

Paramount 83 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

EYE-FILLING PRODUCTION IN TECH-
NICOLOR OF ABSORBING DRAMATIC
ROMANCE.

Made in Technicolor and with beautiful

Canadian lake and mountain county serving

as background this is an eye-filling produc-

tion. Another factor that is pleasing to

the eye is decorative and capable Patricia

Morison playing the same role that Clara

Bow did in 1926. The picture is based on

Sinclair Lewis' story, "Mantrap," which was

the title of the silent version.

Ray Milland does good work as a New
York doctor, who goes to the North to re-

cuperate, but who falls in love with the

country and Patricia. Akim Tamiroff gives

another of his excellent characterizations

as trapper and guide, who is married to

Patricia. George Archainbaud handled the

direction effectively, with Paul Jones func-

tioning as producer. Clem Bevans, J. Far-

rell MacDonald, Fay Helm, Eily Malyon,

Jane Darwell, William Frawley, J. M. Ker-

rigan and Roscoe Ates are among the im-

portant principals. Frederick Hazlitt Bren-

nan and Frank Butler fashioned the screen-

play. Leo Tover and W. Howard Greene
supplied beautiful photography.

Tamiroff falls in love and marries Patricia,

who has been walking Seattle streets jobless

and hungary. He takes her and her blind

father (Clem Bevans) to his home in the

Canadian wilds. Tamiroff's narrow-minded
neighbors make life miserable for her, al-

though she acts as assistant to MacDonald,

the doctor. When Tamiroff learns that

Patricia married him only out of gratitude

and that she and Milland are deeply in love,

he goes on an errand that he knows will

end in his death. With his dogs he brings

in badly needed medicine, but freezes to

death in his heroic act.

CAST: Ray Milland, Patricia Morison,

Akim Tamiroff, William Frawley, Jane Dar-

well, Esther Dale, J. M. Kerrigan, Eily

Malyon, Fay Helm, Clem Bevans, Sibyl

Harris, Roscoe Ates, J. Farrell MacDonald,

Gertrude W. Hoffman, Charles Waldron,

Darryl Hickman, Charlene Wyatt, Babe

Deneideel and Donna, Jean Lester.

CREDITS: Producer, Paul Jones; Direc-

tor, George Archainbaud; Based on Sinclair

Lewis' story, "Mantrap"; Screenplay, Fred-

erick Hazlitt Brennan and Frank Butler;

Cameraman, Leo Tover; Associate, W. How-
ard Greene; Technicolor Director, Natalie

Kalmus; Associate, Henri Jaffe; Art Di-

rectors, Hans Dreier and William Flannery;

Musical Score, Victor Young; Editor, Stuart

Gilmore.

DIRECTION, Effective. PHOTOGRAPHY,

It's "Fascinating Journeys"

"Fascinating Journeys" is the new
series title of six travelogues to be
released by Para, in 1940-41. They
were first announced as "Glamour
Trails." Subjects, in Technicolor,

were produced by World Windows,
Inc.

"Maryland"
with Walter Brennan, Fay Bainter, Brenda

Joyce, John Payne

20th-Fox 92 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)
STEEPLECHASE RACING STORY MAKES

STIRRING, EXCITING ENTERTAINMENT;
SHOULD ATTRACT TOP GROSSES.

This production, made in Technicolor and

excellent in every department, is highlighted

by a steeplechase event that is one of the

most stirring and exciting picturizations

in many moons. The famous Cup Hunt

Race is very effectively reproduced, with

the spills of the various riders adding to

the mounting suspense of the thousands

rounding the beautiful hillside and watch-

ing the classic.

Henry King has turned in an outstanding

job of direction, nicely blending the action,

human touches and comedy. To Gene

Markey goes credit as associate producer.

Fay Bainter gives a sterling performance

as owner of the Broadlawn Estate, while

Walter Brennan provides a moving char-

acterization as the veteran horseman. John

Payne is pleasing as Fay Bainter's son, with

Brenda Joyce appealing as the love interest

opposite him.

Charles Ruggles does well as the close

friend of Miss Bainter, and her husband,

Sidney Blackmer. Marjorie Weaver is a

decorative and capable principal. Ben
Carter goes into his own and has a field

day as a colored hostler, whose aim in life

is shooting craps. Hattie McDaniel adds

much to the merriment as his wife. Clar-

ence Muse is excellent as the pastor, who
makes the Carter get "religion." George
Barnes and Ray Rennahan are responsible

for the very beautiful photography.

Ethel Hill and Jack Andrews fashioned

a splendid screenplay. When her husband
is killed while riding one of the favorite

horses, Fay Bainter orders the animal de-

stroyed and the horses on the Broadlawn

Estate disposed of. For fifteen years, she

has insisted that her son, John Payne, re-

frain from riding, but he finally over-rules

her and rides Cavalier, owned by Brennan.

Fay goes to the Cup Hunt Race hoping to

prevent John from riding, but she remains

to see him ride on to victory.

CAST: Walter Brennan, Fay Bainter,

Brenda Joyce, John Payne, Charles Ruggles,

Marjorie Weaver, Hattie McDaniel, Sidney

Blackmer, Robert Lowery, Ben Carter, Ern-

est Whitman, Paul Harvey, Spencer Charters,

Ed Thorgersen, Stanley Andrews, Frank

Thomas, Cliff Clarke, Grace Haley, William

Davidson, Clarence Muse, Bobby Anderson,
Dickie Jones, Patsy Barber, Erville Alder-
son, Zack Williams.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Gene
Markey; Director, Henry King; Authors,

Ethel Hill and Jack Andrews; Screenplay,

same; Cameramen, George Barnes and Ray
Rennahan; Art Directors, Richard Day, Wi-
ard B. Innen; Editor, Barbara McLean; Mu-
sical Director, Alfred Newman; Technicolor

Director, Natalie Kalmus; Associate, Morgan
Padelford.

DIRECTION, Outstanding. PHOTOGRA-
PHY, Fine.

"Andy Hardy Meets
Debutante"

with Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland,

Lewis Stone

Metro 86 Mins.

SWELL GENERAL ENTERTAINMENT;
CAST, DIRECTION AND STORY TOP-
NOTCH IN EVERY RESPECT.

Latest in the popular Metro series, this

release has strong box office potentialities.

It is swell general entertainment and every

type of audience will thoroughly enjoy it.

The story is human, laughable and serious

by turn, insofar as a young man's seeming-

ly insurmountable problems can be serious.

Marked credit is due Director George B.

Seitz for his sympathetic and understanding

handling of the characters, particularly in

his handling of Rooney and the other young-

sters in the cast, making their problems

serious for them, and pleasant reflections

for the grownups who can look back. The
screenplay by Annalee Whitmore and Thom-
as Seller is a well rounded job of writing,

with just enough of everything in the pic-

ture to make it run a natural course all

the way.

Rooney is fine and Miss Garland is equally

able, with her rendition of two old, but

lilting numbers, certain to please audiences.

Lewis Stone, Fay Holden, Ann Rutherford,

Diana Lewis, George Breakston and Sara

Haden are much more than adequate in the

supporting cast.

A neat preachment on Americanism is

also injected into the script in a subtle fash-

ion that is bound to have a good effect on

a lot of young people looking at the pic-

ture.

Rooney has his usual problems. This time

he gets out on a limb by telling his chums
that he is very friendly with a New York

debutante plastered all over magazines,

whom he has a crush on. The family go

to New York when Stone has to make a

business trip, and Rooney's difficulties be-

come more complicated until he is finally

rescued by Miss Garland, an old friend

who has moved to New York with her fam-

ily. Rooney returns to his home town in

triumph and audiences will leave the the-

ater hoping another "Andy Hardy" picture

will be on their local screens in the near

future.

Cameramen Sidney Wagner and Charles

Lawton also rate a hand for a fine lensing

job, with the picture's process work one

of the best jobs seen in many a day.

CAST: Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone, Judy

Garland, Cecilia Parker, Ann Rutherford,

Fay Holden, Diana Lewis, George Breakston,

Sara Haden, Addison Richards, George Les-

sey, Gladys Blake, Cy Kendall, Clyde Will-

son.

CREDITS: Produced by M-G-M; Direc-

tor, George B. Seitz; Screenplay, Annalee

Whitmore and Thomas Seller; Based on

characters created by Aurania Rouverol;

Cameramen, Sidney Wagner and Charles

Lawton; Editor, Harold F. Kress.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPHY, Fine.

Morgan To Play Gen. Custer
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Warners' $1,200,000

"Santa Fe Trail" will have Dennis
Morgan in the role of General George
Custer. Most of the picture will be
shot in and around Santa Fe, N. M.

"Street of Memories"
with Lynne Roberts, Guy Kibbee,

John McGuire
20rh-Fox 71 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

WELL-ACTED AND WELL-DlREf^
BOY-MEETS-GIRL STORY WOULD Bk ^
PROVED BY CUTTING.

"Street of Memories" is a well-acted,

well-directed, though rather lengthy story

of a boy, a girl and their problems. The
girl is Lynne Roberts, the former Mary Hart,

Republic find of a couple of years ago. The
Boy is John McGuire, a personable young
man with a definite talent and lots of charm.
Guy Kibbee, Hobart Cavanaugh, Ed Gargan
and Jerome Cowan round out the cast.

The son of a wealthy Chicago manufac-
turer, (John McGuire) is slugged by a

bandit in a railway yard and is pulled into

a freight car by some hoboes and awakes
a victim of amnesia, unable to remember
his name or where he came from. He
drifts into a small town, is jailed for

vagrancy, finds it impossible to obtain em-
ployment, and falls in love with the waitress

in a cafe on "skid row." While attempting

to force her to leave a dance hall he scuf-

fles with police and falls striking his head
on the pavement.

When he comes to in the hospital he re-

covers his memory but remembers nothing

of his love for the girl. Through the efforts

of Guy Kibbee, his friend of the road, he

is brought back to "skid row," sees the

places he used to haunt, and realizes that

he is as much the "Joe Mason" of the road

as Richard Havens of the social register,

and he returns to his waitress. The photog-

raphy is good. The entire production is

well balanced and with judicious cutting

should make a fine second feature on any

double bill.

CAST: Lynne Roberts, Guy Kibbee, John
McGuire, Ed Gargan, Hobart Cavanaugh,

Jerome Cowan, Charles Waldron, Sterling

Holloway, Scotty Beckett, Adele Horner,

Pierre Watkin.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Lucien

Hubbard; Director, Shepard Traube; Authors,

Robert Lees and Frederic I. Rinaldo; Screen-

play, same; Cameraman, Charles Clarke;

Art Directors, Richard Day and George

Dudley; Editor, Nick DeMaggio; Musical

Direction, Emil Newman.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Darmour to Serialize

"Green Archer" for Col.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood— Larry Darmour has

bought the film rights to Edgar Wal-
lace's "The Green Archer" and will

produce it as a serial for Columbia
release. He has signed J. C. Cut-
ting and Morgan Coxe to write the
screenplay. Plans are to get under
way about Sept. 1.

Ray L. Hall In New Post
Ray L. Hall, former editor of

Pathe News, and producer of shorts,

has joined the staff of the Grand
Central Theater, soon to be opened
as Airlines News Theater. He has
charge of press relations.
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WITH
GOOD REASON

FROM long experience, cameramen con-

fidently rely on Eastman negative films to

more than meet today's production re-

quirements. Extra quality—reserve power

—supports each film's special ability;

and each is firmly established as the raw-

film favorite, with good reason. Eastman

Kodak Company, Rochester, N. Y.

J. E. BRULATOUR, INC., Distributors

Fort Lee Chicago Hollywood

PLIJS-X SUPER-XX
for general studio use when little light is available

BACKGROUND-X
for backgrounds and general exterior work,

EASTMAN NEGATIVE FILMS
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Theaters Generally Add New Tax to B. O. Scale
But Few Cities Cut Admish
Prices; A Small Number
Tack on an Increase

(Continued from Page 1)

levies were not cutting into b.o. busi-

ness. There were a few instances re-

ported where patrons turned away
from the box office, but house at-

taches, checking, reported that the
customers just failed to have the
added pennies with them. They would
next time, they said. Several man-
agers kicked in the extra pennies
themselves.
Not one complaint was registered

at a Broadway house, with the few
people who asked questions about the
price changes entirely satisfied when
it was explained to them.

A. L. Greene, of the Rugoff &
Becker circuit, instituted an educa-
tional campaign in his division which
he said has entirely familarized the
patrons to the new tax. Theaters
supervised by Greene gave away
small envelopes to each patron dur-
ing all of last week with five pennies
in each one. On the front of the en-

velopes was a suggestion to save
pennies for the tax and an explana-
tion of the new schedules was made,
pointing out it was to help defense.

Distributors expressed the opinion
that exhibs. who have passed the tax
on and not attempted to "cut" oppo-
sition by absorbing it would get their

fullest co-operation. It was indicated

that clearance would be delayed, and
availability governed to whatever
extent possible, to protect such ex-

hibitors.

Only Two Twin Cities Indies

Cut Prices; 60 Pass Along Tax
Minneapolis — Approximately 60

theater owners of the Twin Cities

yesterday added the new Federal 10

per cent levy to current prices. De-
cision was reached at a meeting
held at the Nicollet Hotel in Min-
neapolis.

Exceptions were two, the houses
dropping their admissions to 20c in

order to avoid the tax. Both were
planning, however, to lower their

prices before the tax measure passed

Congress.
Big problem at the meeting was

the matinee prices at houses which
only charged 15c in the afternoon.

However, for the time being the

prices will remain in that bracket.

These same houses charge 25c at

night; thus, with a three cent raise

it would make the evening prices

almost double that of the matinee.

Tri-States Getting Penny
Breakage in One Price Class

Des Moines, la.—Tri-States, pass-

Fust Thinhiny
Memphis — Fast - thinking Howard

Waugh of the Warner Theater here took

advantage of the new Federal admissions

tax yesterday to plug ATAHT. Warner
patrons get their penny change in en-
velopes carrying copy for the pix.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

JOHN H. AUER. Director. Born, Budapest, Hungary, Aug. 3, 1906. Educated

^ in Budapest and Commercial Academy of Vienna. Entered pictures in 1918

as a child actor while studying. After graduation at the age of 19 was elected

as a member (then the youngest in the world) of the stock exchange of Buda-

pest. After two years re-entered pictures in Berlin. Following this came to

Hollywood and joined Universal as an assistant

director gradually advancing to direct foreign

versions. After two years was signed by Para-

mount to direct and produce (age then 23). In

1932, did not renew with Paramount as he had

an engagement to go to Mexico where he di-

rected five pictures, his first one winning a

$1,000 prize from the Mexican government for

the best picture ever made in Mexico. In 1934,

wrote, produced and directed "The Crime of Dr.

Crespi" for Republic, followed by "Frankie and

Johnnie," same year 12 features with Major Bowes
for RKO. Later became president in charge of

productions Biograph Pictures Corporation. In

1936, signed with Republic and is still under con-

tract to that company. Last picture, "Women In

War."

ing along the new Federal admis-
sions taxes, is benefiting from a
penny breakage in the boost from
26 to 30 cents. In other price clas-

sifications, only taxes are being
added. A flat 10 cent charge on all

passes was instituted.

Allied-Independent theater opera-
tors met at the Hotel Savery yes-

terday to discuss the tax and out-

line an educational campaign for

patrons. Tri-States example will be
generally followed.

Single Richmond Theater
Cuts Price to Avoid Tax

Richmond, Va.—All local theaters,

with the exception of the Booker
T. Lichtman house, are adding the

Federal defense tax on prevailing
prices. First-runs will be 33 mati-

nee and 44 nights and holidays. Sub-
sequent-runs will only be affected

on the night price, which will be 28

cents. The Booker T has changed
from 15 cent matinee and 25 nights

to straight 20.

Absorption Would Take All
Profit, Ind. Nabes Assert

Indianapolis — Virtually without
exception, Indiana exhibs. yesterday
passed along the new Federal ad-
mission levies.

Exhibs. say that the tax of 10
per cent on a 20c admission just

about represents their profit in the
average nabe house, and for that

reason prices would not be lowered
in order to get into a lower tax
range.

Few Conn. Exhibs. Absorb
New Admission Levies

New Haven—Only one or two iso-

lated situations have treated the new
theater tax in any way but to pass
it on in exact pennies to the pub-
lic. A few exhibitors who had been
contemplating reduced admissions,

retained the regular admission price
and absorbed the tax.

Allied Theater Owners of Connec-
ticut will meet tomorrow at the Hof-
brau Haus Restaurant at a special
luncheon-meeting to consider all the
details of collecting and remitting
the tax.

Connecticut MPTO issued a bulle-
tin containing details to all its

members in the state.

Columbus Houses Pass Along
Federal Levy and State Tax

Columbus, O.—Rowland, MacDon-
ald and Neth theaters as well as
other class nabes yesterday ad-
vanced all prices above the new Fed-
eral tax minimum five cents, thus
passing along not only the Federal
tax but the 3 per cent state excise
levy which has been absorbed in

every case except first-runs.

Western Mass. Exhibitors
Keep Prices, Adding Taxes

Springfield, Mass.—All theaters
in Western Massachusetts, chains
and indies, yesterday passed on to

patrons the new federal tax. Only
theater in this section not affected

is the local Art, which has a 15

cent top.

No Albany Price Boosts;
Exhibs. Add Taxes Only
Albany—Checkup yesterday estab-

lished that in no instance in this

immediate territory were theater ad-
missions raised to an even nickel to

simplify change-making. Exhibs.,

circuit and indies alike, merely added
the new 10 per cent tax.

Jack Kirsch Urges Exhibs.
To Co-op with Gov't on Tax

Chicago—Jack Kirsch, Illinois Al-
lied prexy, has sent out letter

_
to

members urging full co-operation
with the Government in collecting

the new defense tax. Public response
so far has been very good.

HCLLyWCCD

— By RALPH WILK

—HOLL^
CPENCER TRACY, Lewis Stone, t<o ri n

** Rubin, Harry Revel, Dave Epstein, Edwar
Ludwig, Gloria Dickson, Frank Whitbeck
Ralph Murphy and Fred Kohlmar were among'

the members of the film colony who watched
the Hollywood and Oakland baseball club

in action. _ _

DILL CODY, JR., who has appeared in sev
u eral important pictures, including "The
Girl of the Golden West," was graduate'

from a Hollywood high school this week
He is only 15 years old and managed tc

combine his acting and scholastic activities

effectively. _ _

^^UR Passing Show: Hugh Harmon, Lot

^"^Ostrow, Joe Sherman, John Campbell
Forrester Harvey, Leonard Fields, Halliwel

Hobbes, Charles Wilson dining at Musso
Franks.

• •
SEVERAL years ago when "talkies" wer
** just coming in, an elocution teachet

whose home was in Northern Washington
invaded Hollywood. She addressed a meet
ing of Academy of M. P. Arts and Science:

,

attended by many veteran stage performer: I

She laid great stress on diction and illus

trating her point took the sentence, "I won
der why I came," carefully transferring th

j

emphasis from word to word as she rea
J

the sentence five times. Her listeners ha

difficulty restraining their laughter. Whe i

she sat down, Chairman William C. De
Mille's sole comment was, "I wonder wh'j

I came."

LJAROLD LLOYD has a team of bowlei

' " that is one of the best on the Coas
He is an adept kegler himself and recentl

rolled a perfect game—300.

• •
A NOTHER picture name in the athlet

** field is Lucien Littlefield, who is ownt
and manager of the Lucien Littlefielders,

independent baseball club. In addition

owning and managing the nine, Lucien al

plays one of the outfield positions.

• •
DRUCE, 14- months old son of Press Agei
'' and Mrs. Erie Hampton, makes his scree

debut in "Sailor's Lady," a 20th Centun
Fox picture. He plays the role of "Skipper

and Erie relates that the youngster's pictu

earnings give the baby a bigger bank accou

than his dad.

• •
THE most popular picture star as far

' the youngsters at the Van Nuys Bo\

Town are concerned is Soencer Tracy. F
olayed host to 24 of them at a Hollywoo

Oakland game. They occupied box sea

and had the time of their lives.

• •
EDDIE ALBERT, currently playing in Wa
*~ ners' "The Man From Fleet Street," h

spent so much time on research work <

contemplated exoeditions that he has b

come recognized among local adventure

as an amateur expert on the subject

outfitting such groups.
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FEATURES REGISTER GAIN IN FIRST HALF

Draft New Clearance, Zoning Plan In Detroit

By H. F. REVES
FILM DAILY Staff Correspondent

Detroit—New clearance and zon-

ing plan for all Detroit theaters un-
der preparation by Frank J. Dow-
ney, M-G-M manager, for about a

year, is being presented to United
:

Detroit Theaters and Co-operative
! Theaters of Michigan and other ex-
; hibitors affected.

Reaction appears generally favor-
:!

'

: able but the plan is still termed in

T its theoretical stage and details will

(Continued on Page 4)

Charge Bootlegging

Of Chaplin Films

Newark—Drive to halt distribution

of bootleg Chaplin films was launch-

ed this week with seizure of movies
at three camera concerns in North
Jersey by U. S. Marshal's office un-

der a writ obtained by Atwood C.

Wolf, Jersey City attorney, and
signed by Federal Judge Walker.

Seizures, it is said, were at Gru-

ber's Camera Exchange, Newark,
Peerless Camera and Film Exchange,

(Continued on Page 2)
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To Set Date for Hearing
On Crescent Suit Motion

Nashville—Date for the hearing

in Federal Court here on the inde-

pendent motion of Crescent Amuse-
ment Co. to strike out some 13 items

in the Government's complaint in

connection with the latter's anti-

trust action against Crescent and
major film companies who are de-

fendants in the suit is expected to be
(Continued on Page 10)

Weighty Subject
Pennies are a weighty subject to ex-

hibs. these days, thanks to the new 10

per cent Federal admission taxes.

Estimating that the average New York

house will bank some $200 in pennies

after week-end biz, operators say that

it will require three or four boys instead

of the usual one to carry the change on

the bank trip.

BARE BRITISH QUOTA PLANS MONDAY
Films Council Will Receive Full Outline From President of

the Board of Trade

London (By Cable)—Clarification

of the British quota situation, long

a source of speculation and not a

little anxiety to both American dis-

tributors and the British film indus-

try, is due Monday.
Announcement was made yester-

day that Sir Andrew Duncan, presi-

dent of the Board of Trade, will re-

veal the full quota plans to the Brit-

ish Films Council, headed by Sir

Frederick Whyte, on Monday.

British quota action has hung fire

since late April when American dis-

tribs. were reported to have accept-

ed monetary quota proposals, the

(Continued on Page 10)

Report Nazis Would

Ban 20th-Fox Pix

London (By Cable)—Action has
been taken by the Nazi Government
to ban all 20th-Fox pictures from
Germany, German possessions and
all German occupied territory, it was
reported here yesterday by conti-

nental sources. Anti-Nazi pictures

being produced by the company in

Hollywood wei'e said to be the cause

for the move.

Hughes, 20th-Fox Deal
For Two Said Nearly Set

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Deal for Howard

Hughes to make two pictures for

20th-Fox release was said yesterday

to be nearly set. Hughes has not
(Continued on Page 10)

Indianapolis Exhib.

Starts Trust Suit

Indianapolis—A suit charging an
attempt to put the Apollo theater

out of business through violation of

the anti-trust act, has been filed here

against the operators of three other

Indianapolis theaters and nine pro-

ducing and distributing companies.
The action was brought by the

Apollo Amusement Co. of which
(Continued on Page 10)

"New Moon" Experiment
Called "Great Success"

Metro-Loew's experiment with
"New Moon" as a single bill in dual

towns was described as "a great
success" yesterday by both William:

F. Rodgers, Metro's sales chief, and
(Continued on Page 4)

Theaters Aid Defense Plans
War Dept. Articles Going Into Programs

Distributor "Pressure"

To Bring Price Boost?

Columbus. O.—Distributor "pres-

sure" upon six theaters which failed

to go along with others Monday in

increasing prices 5 cents was re-

ported here yesterday. Nickel ad-

vance takes care not only of the Fed-

eral admission tax but the 3 per

cent state excise levy as well.

In line with the film industry's

plan to mobilize all phases of the

trade to aid the Government's de-

fense plans, hundreds of theaters

will shortly start publishing in their

programs and other weekly an-

nouncements a series of short

articles on War Department services.

First of the articles will appear
next week in Loew's Weekly (900,-

000 circulation), RKO Newsettes
(Continued on Page 4)

Six Months' Total is 269,

Gain ot 16; Marked Drop
In Releases of Shorts

Features released during 1940's

first six months total 269—an in-

crease of 16 over the 253 released
during the comparable 1939 period,

it is shown in a Film Daily survey
of American-made and other Eng-
lish language pictures released by
the majors, national franchise indies

and miscellaneous distribs. Foreign
language pictures and re-issues were
not considered in the survey.
A marked decrease in the number

of shorts subjects released by the

majors this year, compared with the
first half of 1939, is disclosed by the

checkup. In 1940, 260 subjects were
scheduled by the seven majors
handling shorts, a drop of 52 com-
pared with the 312 released by the

(Continued on Page 10)

Reading Price Rise

Slirs No Opposition

Philadelphia — First instance of

prices being raised above the new
U. S. admission tax in this terri-

tory is reported from Reading where
three independent houses getting 20

cents raised to 22 which makes the

total admission 25 cents when the

three cent tax is added.
Three houses, one an independent,

one operated by Warners and one
(Continued on Page 10)

Rep. Buys Out Franchise
Holders in St. Louis

St. Louis—One of the important
indie film exchange deals in recent

years was closed in New York City

last week, by terms of which Nat
Steinberg and Barney Rosenthal, lo-

cal Republic franchise holders, sold

their exchange holdings, equipment,

(Continued on Page 2)

IV© Paper Tomorrow
In observance of Independence Day,

No. 1 American holiday, THE FILM
DAILY will not be published tomorrow.
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FINANCIAL
(Tuesday, July 2)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2/2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 120'A 1191/2 119l/2 — %
do pfd 163 161 163 + 3

Gen. Th. Eq 93/8 9V4 9l/4 — Va
Loew's, Inc 25 Vg 24*4 25% + %
do pfd 987/8 987/8 98% + %
Paramount SVs 5 5
Paramount 1 st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film

RKO New 3 2% 3

RKO $6 pfd 36 36 36
20th Century-Fox . . 6% 6'/2 6V2
20th Century-Fox pfd. 17 17 17 + 1%
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2% 2% 2l/4
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/?s46

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3'/4s47 81% 81% 81% + 2%
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc. 3% 3% 3% — %
Universal Picts

Cameraman Wm. Murray Safe

Lisbon (By Cable)—William Mur-
ray, ace Movietone cameraman, is

safe in Zurich, having worked his

way through Nazi-occupied territory
from Amsterdam to Switzerland. He
was unreported for two months.

Shields, Democratic Delegate

Detroit—Edmund C. Shields, But-
terfield circuit executive, has been
selected a delegate-at-large to the
Democratic national convention from
Michigan.

Charge Bootlegging

Of Chaplin Films

(Continued from Page 1)

Passaic, and Cine Film Products,
Paterson.

In request for the writ, Wolf
charged old Chaplin films such as
"Gold Rush," "The Kid" and "The
Circus" were obtained legally by
these firms. Then, he charged that
copies would be made and the orig-
inals returned. Wolf asserted cop-
ies would be reduced to 16 mm. so
they could be used in home projec-
tion, and business was made of rent-
ing them out although no copyright
permission had been granted. Chap-
lin holds the copyrights, it is said.

Considerable industry interest is

attached to Chaplin films because of
their repeat booking value. This in-

cludes films which Chaplin made for
Mutual Film Co.

Give Nick, Weston Until

July 10 to File Motions

St. Louis—Federal Judge Collet
has given counsel for John P. Nick,
former IATSE vice-prexy, and Clyde
A. Weston, ex-business manager of
Local 143, Operators, until July 10
to file motions in connection with
the Federal indictment against them
which charges violation of the anti-

racketeering and anti-trust laws.
The motions will come up for ar-

gument July 17. If overruled, the
trial of the case will proceed before
Judge Collet on Aug. 5.

Judge Collet on Monday rejected
a plea of defense counsel that the
settings be deferred to permit a fur-

ther study of the 1934 anti-racket-
eering law.

Republic Buys Out

Sleinberg-Rosenlhal

(Continued from Page 1)

and other assets to the national or-

ganization, it was learned yesterday.
Republic, as a result of the trans-

action, now has exchanges directly
operated by it in 16 important keys,
and virtually an equal number re-

maining under the franchise set-up.
Latter comprises Charlotte, Atlanta,
Memphis, New Orleans, Indianap-
olis, Chicago, Tampa, Milwaukee,
Kansas City, Dallas, Salt Lake City,

Oklahoma City, Denver, Minneap-
olis, Butte, Seattle, Portland, Wash-
ington, Cincinnati, Cleveland and
Pittsburgh.

Steinberg continues on the job as
the manager for Republic Pictures,
while Rosenthal has temporarily re-

tired to take a two or three months'
vacation, at the end of which time
he will, it is reported, announce fu-
ture plans.
According to Steinberg there will

be no staff changes in the St. Louis
office.

Name Three Co-Receivers
For Carman at Philly

"Ramparts We Watch"
Opens July 12 in Wash.

"The Ramparts We Watch," March
of Time's first feature picture, will

have its world premiere in Washing-
ton on Julv 12, it was announced last

night by Louis de Rochemont, pro-
ducer of the M of T series.

S. Barret McCormick. RKO ad-
publicity chieftain, and Al Sindling-
er, M of T's publicity head, are in

Washington conferring with J. M.
Brennan, RKO Theaters' district

manager, and Hardy Meekin, man-
ager of Keith's Theater, regarding
the picture's debut.

Alexander Toluboff Dead
Blnomfield Hills, Mich. — Alexan-

der Toluboff, art director, is dead
here. Born in Russia in 1882. he
was with M-G-M from 1925 to 1934,
as art director on all Greta Garbo
productions. Recently he had been
with Walter Wanger. his last pic-

ture being "Trade Winds."

Lynn in Milwaukee P.A/s
Wen* Coast Bureau oi THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Jeffrey Lvnn flies to

Milwaukee today to make three n.a.'s

tomorrow at the premiere of War-
ners' "Mv Love Came Back" at the
Warner theater.

Philadelphia — Jay Emanuel,
George McHugh and Norman Fer-
non have been appointed co-receiv-
ers for George T. Graves, operating1

as the Carman Theater Co. by Fed-
eral Judge George Welsh. McHugh
is a lawyer and Fernon. a banker.
Receivership is a friendly one and
resulted from failure to meet cer-

tain bond obligations of the theater.

George T. Graves and Frank Ack-
ley remain prominent in the man-
agement of the theater, a first-run

de luxe vaudeville-movie theater
playing 28 days after first-run down
town Philadelphia.
Bulk of product comes from Fox

and Columbia, with independents
and others filling in.

Hear Arguments in Sept.

In F & M vs. Lawyers Suit

St. Louis—After 51 "court" days
the suit of Fanchon & Marco, to re-

cover from John S. Leahy. Lambert
E. Walther and Harold F. Hecker.
attorneys, $42,200 paid them in legal

fees and to cancel notes totaling

$32,800 for the balance of their fee

for legal services allegedly rendered
to the plaintiffs was concluded in

the Circuit Court here. Arguments
will not be heard until September.
Harry C. Arthur, Jr., vice-president

and general manager of F & M was
on the stand for 16 days. Other
witnesses occupied the witness box
for periods of 4, 5 or 6 days.

Col. Long Visits Cleveland
Cleveland—Col. Harry E. Long,

former local Loew division manager,
and Mrs. Long are here for a few
days staying at the Statler Hotel.

They have been in Baltimore for the

past month.

COIDlnG and GOinG

S. BARRET McCORMACK and AL SINDLING-
ER are in Washington arranging for premiere
on "The Ramparts We Watch," MOT feature
release on July 12.

H. T. SILVERBERC, film attorney, is here
from the Coast. He is stopping at the Warwick.

ADELA ROGERS ST. JOHNS, writer, returnedU
to Hollywood yesterday after a short stay ir j

New York on business. /"""
1

LOUIS VERNEUIL, French playwright, a? JD f
here today on the Clipper.

IRVING BERLIN has returned to New York
after an upstate vacation.

TYRONE POWER will come East from Holly-
wood to attend the premiere of "Maryland"
20th-Fox will hold in Baltimore July 10.

PATSY KELLY flies to the Coast tomorrow to
start work in Hal Roach's "Roadshow."

JIMMY HEUSEN has arrived on the Coast
from New York.

WILLIAM STUCKY arrives in Hollywood Fri-
day to start work on the Metro junior writing
staff.

JOHN FARMER, of RKO prexy Ceorge J.

Schaefer's office, is vacationing in Michigan.

HENRY NEEDLES, district manager in Connec-
ticut for Warner theaters, was in New York
yesterday conferring with Frank Phelps, com-
pany's labor adviser for the theater department.

JACK O'CONNELL, of the Roger Sherman,
New Haven, motors to Lake George July 8
for a two weeks' vacation.

NICK DEL ROSSO, operator of the Cameo,
Watertown, Conn., will spend a month at Laurel I

Beach.

EDGAR BERGEN has gone to Nashville fromj
the Coast to take possession of a new airplane.

CARL BRISSON and wife are en route to
this country from Europe.

BOB BURNS and his wife sail for Honolulu
on July 12.

Value of French Franc
Shrinks Under the Nazis

London (By Cable)—Move by the
Nazis in occupied France in using
mark scrip on the basis of one mark
being worth five francs reduces the
value of the franc to one-tenth of
a cent from its current basis of two
cents against American exchange
rates.

If this practice is enforced it is

difficult to estimate the effect on
franc credits, but it may make busi-

ness on a franc basis impossible.
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DUVIA De HAVILLAND
[Her first picture s/'nce GWTW)
- JEFFREY LYNN io

MYLOVE CAME BACK'
«ith EDDIE ALBERT • JANE WYMAN

CHARLES WINNINGER
SPRING BYINGTON

Directed by KURT BERNHARDT
icreeo Play by Ivan Col Robert Buckner and Earl Baldwin

From a Story by Walter Reiscb

A Warner Bros. -First National Picture

Every inch the hit that

'Four Daughters' was

c -in a dVUeteivl way!

* WARNER$ have it no^
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Theaters Will Aid

Gov't Defense Plans
(Continued from Page 1)

(750,000 circulation) and the pro-

grams of Warner, Paramount, Fox,

Brandt and other affiliated and indie

circuits.

Doob Heads Committee

This new patriotic activity is in

charge of the newly organized The-

ater Advertising Committee on De-

fense, composed of ad heads of lead-

ing circuits and headed by Oscar A.

Doob of Loew's as chairman. Com-
mittee was organized at a meeting

held in the RKO offices of George

J. Schaefer, attended by Harry

Mandel, of RKO; Aubrey Schenck,

of Fox, Harry Goldberg, of War-
ners, and Harry Brandt. Committee
membership will be expanded to

25 or 30.

Text of first article follows: ex-

hibs. who reprint it from The Film
Daily are requested to send a copy

to Doob at 1540 Broadway, who will

supply other articles in the series,

"The Army of the United States,"

for weekly release:

"Defending Our Country!

"The Government of the United

States offers young men opportuni-

ties for education, for learning-

trades or crafts, and for travel

while earning a salary and main-

tenance, in the Army. Men who
serve but a single enlistment of

three years are now offered the same
educational advantages as are given

the picked men permitted to select

the Army as a life career.

"Complete maintenance, including

living quarters, medical and dental

attention, clothing and recreational

facilities, is supplied by the Govern-

ment. Salaries are paid in addition.

"The need for highly skilled tech-

nical knowledge requires a compre-

hensive education, paid for by the

Government, in various trades,

crafts and mechanics.
"Take, for example, the Coast Ar-

tillery Corps, an important adjunct

of our National Defense. The young

man enlisting in this branch of Ser-

vice has his choice of studying mo-

tor mechanics, radio operation and

maintenance, telephone operation and

maintenance, power plant operation,

truck and tractor driving, searchlight

operation, stenography, typewriting

or general clerical work.

"The study of any of these equips

the man who has served his three-

year enlistment to return to civilian

life with a definite craft or trade.

He has derived the full benefit of

this education entirely at the ex-

pense of the United States Govern-

ment."

Tenn. Exhib. Adapts
"Pot ©' Gold" Plan

Kingsport, Tenn.—The State Theater

is using the "Pot o' Cold" idea to en-

courage reading its ads in the local

paper. Each day, the State calls eight

persons by telephone from numbers

picked at random in the directory. Each

person that can name the feature pic-

ture at the State for the day gets two

passes. Those who can't name it, are

told to read the ads.

with PHILM. OALYi

• • • APROPOS of a recent photo of Robert T. Kane in a

mid-June issue of your favorite trade paper Frank P. Bloomfield.

Sr., of Williams Screen Co. out Akron way allows as how not many

exhibs. know that Mister Kane. Ed Anderson and Frank Hifield

were the first to manufacture and introduce the aluminum screen

That was about a decade-and-a-half ago They were located

in St. Louis and called themselves The American Radium Gold Fibre

Screen Co Later on, they moved their office to N. Y. and called

themselves the "A.T.S. Co." Now Mister Bloomfield has charge

of their Pittsburgh office prior to which he was with the Mirror

Screen Co Actually he started in the film biz with the William H.

Swanson Co. of Chi in 1907 and has been a filmland member

ever since

T T

• # # LYNN FARNOL announced yes'day that E. V.

Dinnerman of Keith's out in Cincy has been awarded the

first prize of two-and-a-half C's for the best exploitation

campaign conducted by a theater manager in behalf of an en-

gagement of Hal Roach's "Zenobia" S. B. Hale, Jr., of the

Lyric, Spearman, Texas, grabbed second prize and Charles

Smakwitz of the Lincoln, Troy, N. Y., the third place award

Winners were selected by an impressive jury of trade press

moguls,— Jack Alicoate, "Red" Kann, Sam Shain, Jay

Emanuel, Chick Lewis, John C. Flinn and A. Mike Vogel

whose assistant jurors were Hal Roach, Murray Silverstone, Lynn

Farnol, L. J. "Jack" Schlaifer, and Monroe Greenthal

T T T

• • • IT'S Albany. N. Y. speaking: The ole cry used to be

that Summer stock and legit presentations were films' No. 1 com-

petitors but all the nabe dress-up houses our State Capital

sleuths aver are featuring actors and actresses from Hollywood

Leading the list is Charles Coburn. director of the famous Mohawk

Festivals in Schenectady Mister Coburn had lined up Sir Cedric

Hardwicke but the latter up and left for England However.

Sally Eilers, Jean Muir, Dennis King and Beulah Bondi are playing

separate week's engagements Further, the Spa in racy Saratoga

will have on tap. Joe E. Brown. Alison Skipworth, Ina Claire and

Eric Rhodes with Hope Lawder directing Up in Stockbridge.

Mass.. the Berkshire Playhouse will have Madge Evans as guest star

during the coming week and several other pix players later in ye

Summer
T

• • • EASTWARD from Hollywood comes the unan-

imous word that the Warners have a surprise package in "My

Love Came Back" which is the first U. S. directorial effort

of Kurt Bernhardt It's rated as 22k entertainment and

that's what the b.o. needs these days ENTERTAINMENT. . .

.

T T

• • • ALL the publicity fireworks set off by RKO Radio

in these pre-Fourth-of-July days anent Elsie, the Borden glamour

cow of the World's Fair slated to appear in the Gene Towne-pro-

duced "Little Men" may on first thought appear sorta facetious. . .

.

Well so was Barnum! We hold that it's shrewd showmanship

Consider that 8.000.000 or so folks saw Elsie at the Fair last year

More millions'll ditto this year and. besides, Elsie has been ad-

vertised tremendously o'er the nation via leading periodicals and mags

RKO Radio is just plain smart and the screen test given

Elsie yes'day will get a helluva lot of potential patron interest

Draft New Zoning,

Clearance Plan

{Continued from Page 1)

have to be worked out. Plan may not !

be adopted in time for the new sea-
son contracts, it was learned.

Basic idea is to take care of ex-
panding number of key runs cau
by recent theater construction ? jfj

new houses under construction or

planned. Under proposed plan, sec-

ond-runs on the East side of the

city would take on a picture and play
day and date while second-runs
on West side would take another
equally strong attraction and playj

day and date. Following week East
j

and West side theaters would ex-j

change these pictures.

Key runs would follow the second-

1

runs seven days after the same pic-

1

ture played on their side of town,

getting all present protection. Samej
plan would be followed by subse-|

quent-runs.
Plan virtually divides city into two

j

booking areas, playing alternate
|

weeks day and date.

If adopted, this plan might be

used by Metro in selling pictures in
]

Detroit. Co-operation of other ex-

changes will be welcomed but Dow-
new believes that it will not be nec-

essary to have any agreement or

this point, but that one exchange

can sell on this basis alone.

"New Moon" Experiment

Called "Great Success"

(Continued from Page 1)

Joseph R. Vogel, Loew's theatei

exec.

Tried in Akron, Columbus, Indian

apolis, Kansas City, Louisville

Providence, Rochester and Syracuse

where double features are custom
arily played, "New Moon" is cred

ited with doing opening and week
end biz 35 per cent above normal
Holdovers in some spots are being

considered, it was said.
_ j

Rodgers termed the results a sig

nificant indication of a general feel

ing of responsibility by exhibs. tc

give special booking consideratioi

and intensive selling to top-budge

"It's the exhibs.' job to help elim

inate the waste in our business re

suiting from under-playing and un
der-selling important box-office pici

tures," Rodgers commented.
The Metro sales head pointed ou

that the company was preparing i

number of important pix for summe
release, including "Andy Hard;

Meets Debutante," "Price and Prej

udice," "I Love You Again" am
"Boom Town." All will be backei

by extensive ad campaigns, Rodger
stated.

WEDDING BELLS

Watertown, Wis.—Ward W. E
liott, projectionist at the Classic thf

ater here, has been married to Beac

rice N. Cobler.
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ANDY HARDY
MEETS

DEBUTANTE
Every man, woman and child in the nation will be grateful

for this wonderful entertainment. It is not exaggerating to say

that localities would be justified in declaring a holiday when

this picture plays, for it is a show nobody will want to miss.

The Hardy Family comes to the Gay White Way in a rousing,

uproarious story that reunites Judy Garland (and her capti-

vating songs) with Mickey Rooney. From this minute on keep

saying "Cheer up America! Andy Hardy Meets Debutante

with

LEWIS STONE -MICKEY ROONEY
CECILIA PARKER • FAY HOLDEN

ANN RUTHERFORD • DIANA LEWIS

and JUDY GARLAND
Screen Play by Annalee Whitmore and Thomas Seller

An M-G-M Picture • Directed by George B. Seitz

:
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.V .V REVIEWS Of THE DEW FlLfllS :< ik
"Sailor's Lady"

ith Nancy Kelly, Jon Hall, Wally Vernon

Dth-Fox 66 Mins.

AMUSING NAVY YARN ROLLS ALONG
T GOOD PACE WITH PLENTY OF
AUGHS FOR EVERYBODY.

_-neral audiences should get plenty of

jfcns from this picture. The story has

navy background, an able and amusing

ast, and director Allan Dwan keeps the

ction rolling right along from start to

Irtish. Picture has a number of points

'hich exhibs. can effectively merchandise,

nd in Nancy Kelly and Jon Hall the ex-

ib. has some name marquee strength. Joan

•avis and Wally Vernon provide a number
f laughs, and Larry Crabbe, Katherine

.Idridge. Dana Andrews, Harry Shannon

nd a very cute baby named Bruce Hampton
ffectively support the principals.

Hall and his pals, Andrews and Vernon,

re anxious to get ashore when the fleet

lets in. However, Hall's pals don't want

im to marry Nancy Kelly and frames him

o he has to stay on board ship. Hall sneaks

shore and they get a wedding license, but

when Hall arrives at the house where they

ire going to live he discovers Miss Kelly

os adopted the baby of mutual friends

.illed in an accident.

A spinster neighbor, Mary Nash, is ap-

lointed special guardian for the child and

rouble immediately ensues. At a party

given for her, Andrews and Vernon gum up

-he works and it winds up in a fight. Hall

gets in a knockdown drag out brawl with

Zrabbe and things look black for the baby,

sudden orders are given for the fleet to

tail and Miss Kelly plants the baby in an

officer's room leaving a note that the first

division is responsible. From there on there

s plenty of hilarity and gags until every-

thing is finally solved happily.

CAST: Nancy Kelly, Jon Hall, Joan Davis,

Dana Andrews, Mary Nash, Larry Crabbe,

Katherine Aldridge, Harry Shannon, Wally

Vernon, Bruce Hampton, C. D. Brown,

Selmar Jackson, Edgar Deering, E. McDon-
ald, W. B. Davidson, Kane Richmond.

CREDITS: Executive Producer, Sol M.

Wurtzel; Director, Allan Dwan; Screen-

play, Frederick Hazlitt Brennan; Original

Story, Frank Wead; Cameraman, Ernest

Palmer; Editor, Fred Allen.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY
Good.

Lubitsch Acquires Story
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Ernst Lubitsch has ac-

quired from Para., rights to "Kiss

Me Again." He will produce it in

association with Sol Lesser.

Writing Belle Starr Script

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood—Lamar Trotti has been
assigned to write the screenplay

based upon the life of Belle Starr

which 20th-Fox will produce.

STORKS!

"Danger Ahead"
with James Newill, Dorothea Kent,

Guy Usher
Monogram 60 Mins.

FARCICAL STORY WHICH HANDICAPS
CAST HOLDS LITTLE APPEAL FOR GEN-
ERAL TRADE.

Built on the formula of the musical west-

ern, "Danger Ahead" has Mounties instead

of our prairie posses, and songs in the Tin

Pan Alley manner in place of the more
modulated and plaintive warblings of the

erstwhile sagebrush eras. The contrast

doesn't stop there, for an effort is made to

inject copious comedy in this picture via

scenes which turn out to be virtually out-

right slapstick, and it cannot be said that

the results are happy. In fact the atmos-

phere prevailing throughout is one hardly

compatible with the traditions and capabili-

ties of our good-neighbor-to-the-north's

famous Mounted Police.

The story lacks both substance and logic,

and, with these elements deficient, there

is little to hold the interest of any audience

other than perhaps some uninitiated seg-

ments of the juvenile trade and a minority

of adults who are lacking in entertainment

taste. At a number of stages, the pro-

ceedings take on a farcical aspect which

affects patron interest adversely. There's

a gang of hijackers who control the ship-

ment of gold from a Canadian rural bank,

and the scenarist's fancy has the gang owning

and operating the armored trucks in which

the specie is carried.

Of course, the Mounties bring the mob
to justice. Interim scenes, which are never

remotely romantic, exciting, nor realistic,

will leave the vast majority of fans in a

state of incredulity and disappointment,

not to mention wonderment that such films

are made at all in this modern day and age

of the movies. Cast is handicapped by the

story but carry on creditably withal, as does

the technical staff.

CAST: James Newill, Dorothea Kent, Guy

Usher, Maude Allen, Harry Depp, John Dil-

son, Al Shaw, Dave O'Brien, Dick Rich, Bob

Terry, Lester Dorr, Earl Douglas.

CREDITS: Director, Ralph Staub; Photog-

raphy, Mack Stengler; Editor, Martin Cohn;

Screenplay, Edward Halperin; Based on Novel

"Renfrew's Long Trail" by Laurie York

Erskine.

DIRECTION, Fair. PHOTOGRAPHY Ade-

quote.

New Series for Warners
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, discon-

tinuing the Lemp family series with
"Four Mothers," is starting a new
series with "My Love Came Back,"
which is to have as second in the

series "Temporary Sweethearts,"
with Olivia de Havilland, Jeffrey

Lynn, Jane Wyman and Eddie Al-

bert.

The Chas. MacArthurs on Coast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood — Charles MacArthur
and his wife, Helen Hayes, have ar-

rived here. Miss Hayes will appear
in a Red Cross benefit, and Mac

Mr. and Mrs. Abe Petreanu are

the proud parents of a baby girl

born yesterday at Israel Zion Hos-
pital, Brooklyn. Abe is with Barnes Arthur will confer with Nunnally

Ptg. Co., printers of The Film Johnson on their stage play which

Daily. Gilbert Miller will produce.

"Queen of the Mob"
with Ralph Bellamy, Blanche Yurka, J. Carrol

Naish, Jean Cagney
Paramount 61 Mins.

ACTIONFUL CRIME PICTURE, WELL-
ACTED AND DIRECTED, SHOULD SCORE
WITH THRILL SEEKERS.

J. Edgar Hoover's book, "Persons in

Hiding," makes exciting screen entertain-

ment. Converted to film form by Horace

McCoy and William R. Lipman, it recounts

the trail of crime engineered by an elderly

woman whose several sons are her accom-
plices in larceny and murder. Blanche

Yurka plays the role of the mob's queen, and

it is a characterization both skillful and

unusual.

The film opens with the motherly gang

strategist acting as a decoy to expedite

her boys and the latter's companion rob a

bank. This depredation is followed by

their staging a major kidnapping which nets

several hundred thousand dollars. But it

is not long until the F.B.I, gets on the trail

of the transgressors, and, from that point

to the climax scenes, the footage delineates

the chase getting hotter and hotter while

the hard-pressed mob is unable to get rid

of the even hotter ransom money.

At the wind-up, Ma Webster,—who's

Miss Yurka,—finds herself with only one

of her boys alive and out of the law's

clutches, but even he falls before the sub-

Thompsons of the G-Men, who arrest her.

Action is plentiful throughout, and the saga

shows that the Government presses unre-

lentingly its pursuit of its enemies,—and in-

variably conquers. Acting is good through-

out. James Hogan's direction is skillful,

and so is Theodor Sparkuhl's photography.

Audiences will like this gangland sizzler.

CAST: Ralph Bellamy, Blanche Yurka, J.

Carrol Naish, Jean Cagney, William Henry,

Richard Denning, Paul Kelly, Hedda Hopper,

James Seay, Jack Carson, Billy Gilbert, John

Miljan, Paul Stanton, Tommy Conley, Charles

Moore, Raymond Hatton, Mary Treen, Frank

M. Thomas, Ed Gargan, Howard Mitchell,

John Laird, Neil Hamilton, Robert Ryan,

Leona Roberts, Mary Gordon, Harry C. Brad-

ley, Lloyd Corrigan, Betty McLaughlin,

Laura Treadwell, Roy Gordon, Charles Lane,

Charles Wynters, Herbert Naish, James

Flavin, Sonny Bupp.

CREDITS: Director, James Hogan; Au-

thor, J. Edgar Hoover; Screenplay, Horace

McCoy, William R. Lipman; Editor, Arthur

Schmidt; Sound, Harry Lindgren; Director

of Photography, Theodor Sparkuhl; Art Di-

rectors, Hans Dreier, Ernst Fegte.

DIRECTION, Skillful. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Ditto.

Releasing 4 Ben Turpins

Motion Picture Jubilee Productions
will release four Ben Turpin pictures

next week in honor of the cross-eyed

comedian who died last Monday. Pix
are "The Eyes Have It," "Idle Eyes,"

"Two Lonely Knights" and "The
Cock-Eyed Hero."

Eastman Kodak May Aid
Rochester, N. Y.—Eastman Kodak

Co. is considering a plan to bring
the children of its British subsidiary

employes to this country. Plan
would assign them to homes of its

U. S. and Canadian employes.

"Yukon Flight"
with James Newill, Louise Stanley,

Dave O'Brien

Monogram 57 Mins.

FAIRLY ENTERTAINING OUTDOOR
DRAMA WHOSE AERIAL SCENES ARE
CHIEF FAN THRILLS.

Hijacking of gold by an organized gang,

and the band's annihilation at the hands of

the Mounties, sum up this yarn of the

Yukon Territory, with the character, Ren-
frew, played by James Newill, the central

figure of the rampant heroics. Essentially

this is an outdoor romantic musical, for

there's comely Louise Stanley to furnish

the femme interest, and the sequences are

studded with some good songs by a battery

of composers, including the Betty Laidlaw-

Robert Lively opus, "Mounted Men."
A considerable portion of the action has

to do with the shipment of gold by airplane,

and there are several scenes carrying sky

thrills which adventure- loving fans will view
with satisfaction. James Newill does a

good job in the Renfrew role, and sings

praiseworthily.

The gang has a neat little trick of lash-

ing rebellious aviators in its employ to the

controls of planes in order that they can be

put out of the way and leave the road clear

for the gold racket's prosecution. Ralph

Staub's direction is okay, and Mack Steng-

ler's photography ditto. Cast does well

generally with a run-of-the-mine story. It's

fair entertainment as this genus of photo-

plays goes.

CAST: James Newill, Louise Stanley,

Dave O'Brien, Warren Hull, William Pawley,

Karl Hackett, Jack Clifford, Roy Barcroft,

Bob Terry, Earl Douglas.

CREDITS: Director, Ralph Staub; Based

on Novel "Renfrew Rides North" by Laurie

York Erskine; Screenplay, Edward Halperin.

DIRECTION, Okay. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Ditto.

* SHORTS *

"What's Your I. Q.? No. 2"

(Pete Smith Specialty)
M-G-M 9 mins.

Interesting Quiz
Second of Pete Smith's specialty

series to take advantage of the cur-
rent quiz popularity, this subject will

entertain the audience while testing
their I. Q's. Eight questions are
asked, against a background of gals

and gags, and the watchers score
themselves. Directed by George Sid-

ney.

"Women in Hiding"
(Crime Does Not Pay)

M-G-M 22 mins.
Maternity Clinic Expose

A well made addition to the popu-
lar crime series, this subject tells

the story of three girls who become
mixed up with a phoney maternity
clinic in an effort to bear their chil-

dren secretly. Picture reveals how
the police finally caught up with the
crooked doctors and warns against
similar "clinics" in other communi-
ties. Directed by Joe Newman.
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Reading Price Rise

Stirs No Opposition

{Continued from Page 1)

controlled by Wilmer & Vincent, get-

ting 25 cents raised to 27 which,
with the tax makes the admission
30 cents. One Wilmer & Vincent
house getting 25 cents just added
the tax.

First-run houses in town merely
added the four cent tax, making the

admission 44 cents.

Raise in admissions is credited

to Al Davis, local Twentieth Cen-
tury-Fox executive, who sat in on
the conferences of the subsequent-
runs concerned.

In Lancaster, one independent
house getting 20 cents raised to 22

cents making the admission 25 af-

ter the three cent tax is added.
Reports received here declare

there was no opposition to either the

Federal tax or the slight raise in

price.

Single Nashville Theater
Drops Price to Escape Tax

Nashville, Tenn.— Single theater

here, the Princess, dropped its ad-

mission to avoid the new Federal

admission levy. Drop was from 25

to 20 cents. Management says the

policy is experimental, with final

decision to be reached later.

Some Absorption and B.O.

Boosts in St. Louis Area
St. Louis — Checkup yesterday

showed general public acceptance of

the new Federal admission taxes in

the St. Louis territory. Exhibitors

by a large majority passed along the

tax; in some of the smaller cities

and rural sections, however, there

were instances of both tax absorp-

tion and price increases.

Penny Breakage for House
in One Price Class in la.

Des Moines, la.—Exhibs. in this

sector are getting a penny break-

age in one price classification as a

result of the new Federal admission
taxes. Where scale has been 26

cents, new rate, including tax, is 30

cents. Otherwise, only the amount
of the tax has been added to prevail-

ing tariffs.

Blame Product, Not Tax,
for Any Dip in Business

Harrisburg, Pa. — Patronage at

motion picture theaters in Harris-
burg and environs showed little if

any change as the new national

defense program went into effect.

Any drop was attributed to product,
and not to the new Federal tax.

Both Tax Absorption and
Price Hikes in Milwaukee
Milwaukee—The new Federal de-

fense tax has had a varying effect

upon theater admissions. Some sub-
sequent-run houses and theaters in

the state have dipped their admis-
sions so that with the tax added on,

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

A RMAND SCHAEFER. Born Tavistock, Onh, Canada, 1898. Started in pic-

** tures with Mack Sennett Studio in 1924 as assistant prop man with Roy
Del Ruth directing. Then to Christie as prop

man, electrician, grip, set dresser, etc. Then to

Mary Pickford in "Little Annie Rooney" and

"Sparrows" as prop man. Then to Action Pictures

for Pathe as assistant director of over 50 westerns

starring Buffalo Bill, Jr., Wally Wales and Buddy
Roosevelt. Assistant director on several serials,

melodramas and western stars. Directed Lane
Chandler in the "Reckless Rider" for Willis Kent
Productions. Has directed several independent

features for Majestic, Mayfair, Monogram, Mas-
cot, and Universal. Has 64 credits since work-

ing for Sennett, 13 of them serials. Since join-

ing Republic has produced the first 16 Autrys

and 22 features.

Bare British Quota
Plans on Monday

(Continued from Page 1)

arrangement effective as of April 1

and to run concurrently with the
existing Films Act. Statutory quota
stands at 22% per cent.
Under the monetary quota, it was

then reported each American com-
pany would have to acquire one full

length British feature for every
100,000 feet of feature films im-
ported, with labor costs equalling
three pounds per foot on the British
film.

If that setup is unchanged, the
22% per cent provision would re-

quire American distribs. to invest a
pound total equalling 29 per cent of

their imported feature footage.

63 Bookings for "Maryland"
To date the 20th-Fox sales depart-

ment has set 63 advance bookings
on "Maryland" to follow the world
premiere in Baltimore on July 10,

it was announced yesterday. Los
Angeles, Albany, Kansas City, San-
ta Barbara. Hartford and El Paso
are some of the keys where film has
been set for a pre-release date.

Gypsy Story for Vivien Leigh
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — "Woman Hunt," a

gypsy story, has been scheduled by
Alexander Korda as his Vivien Leigh
production for this year. Korda re-

tained a one picture a year arrange-
ment when he sold Miss Leigh's con-

tract to Selznick International.

Rubinger Replaces Bartow
Chicago— Monroe Rubinger suc-

ceeds Fred Bartow, resigned, as War-
ner publicity rep. here.

the total figure remains the same as
before. H. J. Mirisch's Tower and
Oriental theaters here have thus ab-
sorbed the levy.

First-runs here, except the River-
side, which has merely added the 10
per cent levy, have hiked the tariffs

five cents in each bracket. Fox's
Wisconsin, Palace and Strand and
the Warner, which formerly charged
25c-35c-50c are now charging 30c-

40c-55c. The Riverside is now charg-
ing 28c-33c-44c.

Indianapolis Exhibitor

Starts Anti-Trust Suit

(Continued from Page 1)

Charles M. Olson, owner of ,
the

lyric theater is the principal officer.

The Fourth Ave. Amusement Co.
and the Greater Indianapolis Amuse-
ment Co., operators of the Indiana
and Circle theaters, are charged in

the suit with attempting to destroy
the Apollo's reputation during a per-
iod when the two firms held the
Apollo theater under lease.

The suit charges that during the
period of the lease, the Fourth Ave.
and Greater Indianapolis Amusement
Co. in collusion with three distribu-
tors—Warner Bros., Inc., Vitagraph,
Inc., and Twentieth-Fox—attempted
to control distribution in such a
manner as to take high class pic-

tures from the Apollo and place

them at the disposal of the Circle

and Indiana to the detriment of the

Apollo. Loew's, Inc., is charged with
collusion both as the operator of

Loew's Theater and as a film dis-

tributor.

It is also charged that when the

lease expired and the theater re-

verted to the owner, other distribu-

tors in addition to the original three

refused to enter into any contract

with the theater.
The other six companies named in

the $867,600 damage suit are Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer, Loew's, Inc., RKO
Radio, Columbia, Paramount, United
Artists and Universal.

Hughes, 20th-Fox Deal
For Two Said Nearly Set

(Continued from Page 1)

revealed what properties he has lined

up for production, but is reported
to be very interested in the Leland
Jamieson story, "Attack," currently
running the SEP, on which the studio

holds an option on.

Warners Renew Hellinger Pact
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Associate Producer

Max Hellinger's contract has been
renewed by Warner Bros, for an-
other year. His recent pictures are
"Torrid Zone," "Brother Orchid"
and "They Drive by Night."

Features Show Gain

In First Half Year

(Continued from Page 1)

same companies in the first half of

1939. Every company except 20th
Century-Fox, which held even, reg-,

istered a drop.
Serials held their own with six_he-

ing released during the first
|

of each year, two each by ColunJD j,

Republic and Universal.
Chart of feature and shorts re*"

leases for both years, by companies
{

shows that two majors, Unitec
Artists and Universal, increasec
their feature output this year; Co,
lumbia, M-G-M and RKO are everj

with last year, while Paramount!
20th-Fox and Warners show de
creases:

Features Shorts
i

1940 1939 1940 193'

Col 26 26 47 56 ,,

M-G-M 25 25 39 48 <

Mono 32 21 .TJ
Para 26 31 41 45 J

RKO 25 25 39 46
Rep 23 22
20th-Fox 25 30 26 26

UA 11 8 .. |

"U" 27 22 26 29 .

WB 22 25 42 62 I

Misc 27 18 .A

269 253 260 312

To Set Date for Hearing
On Crescent Suit Motion

(Continued from Page 1)

set before the expiration of the pres
ent week.
The majors, who are non-partici

pants in the Crescent motion, ar

marking time currently in the cas

to study the bill of particular

furnished to them about two week
ago, and whose answer is not mar
datory until the expiration of th

allotted 45-day period, which leave

the defendants another month to fi!

their replies.

Reports here indicate that couns<

for the majors will seek an extei

sion of time until November in ord<

to answer the Government's bill (

particulars. This move, it is said, hs

been instituted by Universal, Unite
Artists and Columbia, and that the

co-defendant majors will support tl

motion as and when time for argi

ment of it arises.

RKO Promotes Peppercorn

Oklahoma City—Carl Peppercor,
head booker and office manager f<

RKO Radio for the past 18 montl,,

has gone to Pittsburgh, to becon
head booker and office manager
the RKO exchange there. Don Tu
lius, assistant booker, steps up
Peppercorn's place. Don Snide

shipping department, was made a

sistant booker.

New 111. Truck Regulations
Chicago—New Illinois truck re

ulations affecting film carriers a

now operative. They provide f

increased insurance.

New UA Exchange Building
St. Louis—Plans are being pi

pared for a new exchange buildii

to house UA here.
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JOLDWYN-UA ACTION STRIKES NEW TANGLE

%KO Takes 3 Cocalis Theaters and Skouras, 4
traight Operating Deals,

Vith No Pooling; Cocalis

state to Operate Four

; With Local 306, operators union,
'ednesday voting to accept the Ern-
ie State members working in the
ocalis circuit into the union, deal by
hich RKO and Skouras circuits will

tke over seven of the Cocalis houses
ecame effective. A total of 33 oper-
tors are affected, with the men to go
i the 306 unemployed list, but they
ill receive sufficient work or re-

mneration over a year's period to

rjual or better the Empire-set scale

ley received previously.
RKO takes over the Pelham, Cas-
e Hill and Marble Hill theaters,
kouras takes over the Ward,
quare, Interboro and Pilgrim. The
jemaining four houses in the Cocalis

(Continued on Page 6)

Vould Punish Omaha

ixhibs. for Contempt

Lincoln—The Nebraska Supreme
o\irt has ordered six Omaha the-

ater men to show cause by July 23
•hy they should not be held in con-

tempt of court for violation of the
937 injunction against Bank Night.
Omaha City Attorney W. W. Wen-

trand filed the suggestion with the
ourt for the contempt citation after

i n unsuccessful attempt to curb use
(Continued on Page 6)

DFI Stockholders' Suit

Xayoed by Court Decision

New York Supreme Court Justice
^arroll Walter Wednesday dismissed
he suits of four minority stock-
lolders against Consolidated Film
ndustries. Inc., its officers and direc-

ors, Republic Pictures of Dela-
(Continued on Page 6)

Food Co-ops Showing
Free Pix to Members
Waukegan. III.—The Waukegan Food

Co-Operatives, under the direction of

Emil Lehtonen, for the second Summer
are sponsoring free films for their mem-
bers at the Co-Operative Park. Pix
are largely 16 mm., secured from the
independent Chicago film distributors.

Summer Closings? Not in the Gulf States;

instead, Opening of Neiv Houses Expected
New Orleans—No record of a single closing in the Gulf States territory is on file

in any of the major exchanges' booking offices here today. Air conditioning has done
much to cut down resistance to Summer theater attendance.

Film salesmen report that on the contrary the next 30 days may see some new
theaters coming into existence.

Chandler Ad Change Detroit's Canadian

Beneficial to RKO Biz Does Fadeaway

Tax base of the new RKO Corp.
is affected beneficially by important
amendments to the original Chand-
ler bankruptcy act of 1938 which re-

ceived President Roosevelt's signa-
ture this week.
Amendments' effect is to permit

corporations reorganizing in bank-
ruptcy since September, 1938, or in

the future, to reduce their tax base
to the same level of the reductions
in indebtedness under reorganiza-
tion, provided that such reductions

(Continued on Page 6)

Paramount Directors

Re-name All Officers

Barney Balaban was re-elected
Paramount's president at a special
board meeting on Wednesday.

Other officers re-designated were:
Chairman of the Board, Adolph Zu-
kor; Chairman of Executive Com-
mittee, Stanton Griffis; Vice-Presi-
dents, Y. Frank Freeman, Austin C.

Keough. Neil F. Agnew, John W.
(Continued on Page 6)

Detroit—Rigid new U. S. immi-
gration rulings have practically

closed the border to free passage of

the people of Windsor and down
river areas to entry into this city,

hitting grosses here severely.
Until such time as the necessary

passports and visas are obtained

—

and in some instances this may be 6

months—the problem of free pas-

sage between the two nations re-

mains difficult. Local Detroit Board
of Commerce estimates weekly num-

(Continued on Page 6)

Canadian Churches Back
Industry's War Benefit

Toronto — Churches throughout
Canada are backing the Canadian
war benefit shows to be staged July
15 in the Canadian film industry's
effort to raise $1,000,000 for the Gov-
ernment over night. The church or-

ganizations themselves are mailing
some 4 500 circulars to ministers
of the United Church, Baptist, Epis-

(Continued on Page 6)

RKO Re-issuing 'Snow
To Sell Feature, Four Shorts as Package

Ascap Would Block Neb.
Appeal to Highest Court

Lincoln—Ascap, • through associate
counsel, will move here today to

block the appeal taken by the State
of Nebraska from the Statutory
Court decision holding the Nebraska
anti-Ascarj law unconstitutional. The
State filed appeal notice a week ago,
seeking to have the U. S. Supreme
Court hear the case.

It is understood that the conten-
(Continued on Page 6)

Walt Disney's "Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs." off the screen
since mid-1939 following 18 months'
circulation, will be re-issued by RKO
as the piece de resistance of a Walt
Disney Festival program which will

include as well four Disney shorts,

Ned E. Depinet, RKO vice-prexy,
announced Wednesday. Program will

be sold as a package.
Decision to restore "Snow White"

to circulation followed a series of

tests under way for six months and
culminating: with final experimental

(Continued on Page 3)

Circuit Court Reverses
On Del. Dismissal; N. Y.
Suit Cited in Opinion

Legalistic fireworks featured the
eve of the Fourth of July when the
opinion, filed in Philadelphia's U. S.

Circuit Court of Appeals on Tuesday
by Judge Biggs with respect to the
suit of Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., and
Samuel Goldwyn against UA, was
studied and interpreted by local
counsel for both sides.

Judge Biggs' opinion, represent-
ing the findings of the Circuit Court
of Appeals of the Third Circuit,
unanimously reversed the decision
of Judge Nields dismissing the ac-
tion in the U. S. District Court of
Delaware. The decision of Judge
Nields was predicated on the ground
that London Films Productions and

(Continued on Page 6)

W. Pa. Price Jumps

Meet With Squawks

Pittsburgh—Few exhibs. in West-
ern Pennsylvania who attempted to

put over a penny or two price in-

crease in connection with the new
Federal admission tax are meeting
with public resistance, according to

reports received in this exchange
center.

Approximately 95 per cent of the-
(Continned on Page 3)

Proposed Amusement Tax
In La. Out of Running

Baton Rouge, La. — Louisiana's
proposed amusement tax which did

not apply to race tracks but placed
a graduated tax on theater admis-
sions and a 25 per cent tax on night
clubs is out of the running, accord-
ing to reliable sources here.

Stress Levy is Tax
On the Right to Bug

Detroit — Co-operative Theaters of
Michigan, booking combine, has pub-
lished an educational bulletin on the new
Federal admission tax. Keynote is:

"This is not a tax on the right to sell

a ticket; it is a tax on the right to

buy a ticket." Co-op is also making
available a patriotic trailer on the tax.
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FINANCIAL
(Wednesday, July 3)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat
Col. Picts.vtc. (2'/2%'
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind % % %
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 6% 6% 6y4 + %
East. Kodak <4'/2 a> .119 118 118]£ — 1

do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 24% 24 '/4 24% — %
do pfd
Paramount 5 5 5

Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 7% 7 7% + %
RKO New 3 3 3

20th Century-Fox . . . 6% 63/8 63/8 — %
20th Century-Fox pfd. 16 16 16—1
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros

do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 '/4s47 83 83 83 -f-lVs
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 78% 78% 78i/4 + %

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts % % % — Vb
Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts 6 6 6 — 1

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45.
. 63 '/2 65 Vi

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 57 60

Defer "Ramparts" Debut
Date for the Washington premiere

of "The Ramparts We Watch" has
been set back to a tentative July 23
date, it was learned Wednesday.
Plans called for a July 12 premiere,
but necessity of further time to make
arrangements caused the delay.

Film Alliance Defeated
In "Fifth Column" Suit

Application of Ernest Heming-
way, Benjamin F. Glazer and the
Theater Guild, for a temporary in-

junction to restrain Film Alliance
of the U. S., Inc., and the Midtown
Theater Corp., owner of the Rialto,
from exhibiting the film, "Fifth Col-
umn Squad,'' was granted Wednes-
day by New York Supreme Court
Justice Fehx C. Benvenga, who
ruled that Hemingway's play "The
Fifth Column" had explicit right to

the title.

The Court held that the defen-
dants in changing the name of their
picture from "Spies Of The Air" had
unfairly competed with the plain-
tiffs, and that the act, even if unin-
tentional, had misled the public into
believing that the picture was taken
from the play.

Print Brit. Pix Posters
On Backs of Old Stock

London (By Air Mail)—The mat-
ter of obtaining paper for the print-
ing of film posters of any size has
been solved by the Ministry of Sup-
ply in a paper rationing order. New
posters may be printed upon the
backs of old, unused posters. Use of
posters printed before August 1, on
paper specially prepared for that
purpose, is permitted by the order.
One printer stated his firm had

enough leftover posters, printed for
various industries, to last the trade
for two years. Other printers have
quantities of old posters also.

Four WB Pix on B'dway
Warners have four features cur-

rently playing on Broadway. These
are: "The Man Who Talked Too
Much," Strand: ATAHT. Music Hall:
"Murder In The Air," Palace, and
"Fugitive From Justice," Globe.

Rites Held for D. W. Scott
Dallas — Funeral services were

held Tuesday for Daniel Warner
Scott, 50, veteran 20th-Fox film

salesman, who died of a heart attack.
Burial was at Terrell.

Two Chores for Kaufman
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Wolfe Kaufman, for-

merly with Variety, is now repre-
senting both Newsweek and Friday
here.

"Name" Bands In Hammond
Hammond, Ind.—The Paramount

theater, operated by Warners, has
adopted a "name" band policy for

the summer months. Among the
bands booked are Earl Hines, Dea-
con Moore and Jan Savitt.

Great States Closes One
Peoria. III.—The Madison theater

(Great States) has closed for the
summer. Circuit's Belasco theater
at Ouincy is operating on a five-day
week.

Henry Testa Dead at 81

Miami Beach, Fla.—Henrv Testa.
81, retired actor, died at his home
here. He is survived by his widow.

Conn. Allied to Tackle
Tax Again on July 16

New Haven — Connecticut Allied
will further consider the tax situa-

tion at a meeting on July 16, accord-
ing to Lawrence C. Caplan, executive
secretary.
Checkup here shows almost no

patron squawks in the wake of the
new Federal levies, although for the
first few clays, nabe exhibs. paid the
taxes for regular customers who
showed up at the b.o. with only the
flat admission amount.
Houses with 25 cent top expect

to feel the competition of 20 cent
nearby houses much more keenly
with the margin upped to eight cents
by the tax. The West End, Bridge-
port has lowered its Sunday 25 cent
admission to 20 cents for this rea-

son, and other houses may do like-

wise.

Expect Veto if Censor
Bill Passes in Louisiana

Baton Rouge, La.—Prophecies that

film censorship will remain as dead
as it has been for the past four years
in Louisiana were circulating in the
state capital today as action on one
of the censor measures was reported
near. Observers declare that one of

the two censorship measures may
have a chance of passing but point
to the announced liberalism of Gov.
Samuel Houston Jones as an indica-
tion that any censoring bills would
meet his veto.
Hope for passage of the bill re-

pealing the Huey Long censor law,
which neither Huey or his machine
ever enforced seemed slight as both
houses are jammed with legislation
and July 12 is the adjournment date.

Brylawski as Director
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Julian Brylawski,

Warner Brothers executive, will di-

rect filming of movie shorts illus-

trating safety rules for children as
part of the District's safety drive.

The Traffic Advisory Council has
approved $500 for this part of the
program.

Back Fight on Censor's Ban
American Civil Liberties Union as

well as Czech groups will back ap-
peal of Edgar R. Lloyd, distributor
of "Merry Wives," from the New
York State censor's decision banning
the pix.

Texas Theater Flooded
Cuero, Tex. — Cloudburst flooded

the Rialto theater to a depth of
several feet. This house is booked
by Griffith Theaters.

Remodel Kittanning's State
Kittanning, Pa.—State, operated

by Dipson Theatrical Enterprises,
Inc., closes tomorrow for three
months, during which time the the-
ater will be completely remodeled,
and seating capacity increased by
250 seats.

WB Using Premiums In Three
Chicago—Warner Theater circuit

is now using premiums in its

Cosmo, Okland and Orpheum.

COfllMG and GOIflG

JEFFREY LYNN arrives here today from the
Milwaukee premiere of "My Love Came Back"
and will remain for pix's opening at the Strand
July 12.

JACK SCHAEFER, chief of B & K's sound de-
partment, has returned to Chicago from a vaca
tion spent at Spooner, Wis.

WILLIAM HARWELL, manager of Warner's
Ohio at Canton, O., is vacationing in X t na
five Georgia. j^j,
STANLEY NEAL of National Screen -„,vi.

left last night for a Hollywood business trip.

JOHN J.

Coast.

BILL WATTERS leaves for Hollywood Sun-
day via Arizona, where he will stop off for a

few days.

O'CONNOR has returned from the

leaves for Detroit overRALPH PACKHAM
the week-end.

H. M. RICHEY, director of exhibitor relation:
for RKO, goes to Minneapolis next week to at-

tend the Northwest Allied convention.

DANIEL T. O'SHEA, SIP exec, has returned to

Hollywood after a lengthy stay in New York.

PAT CASEY has returned to the Coast.

MOE J. SIECEL returns to Hollywood Tuesday
after confabs at the Republic home office.

GEORCE "GABBY" HAYES is here from the
Coast, returning next week.

STELLA ADLER goes to the Coast this week-
end.

ATAHT Tops "Old Maid'
In First Pop Engagement

Providence—Warners' ATAHT in

its first pop price engagement at

the Majestic here is running 20 per
cent ahead of "The Old Maid,"
house's record holder, and will stay
indefinitely.

Hughes-McCarey Planning
A Two-Picture Deal

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Negotiations are still

pending whereby Leo McCarey may
make two pictures for Howard
Hughes as a producer-director. The I

deal is expected to be closed in a

few days.

Loew's to Pay $1.62 Vz

Regular dividend of $1.62 V2 on ,

Loew's $5.50 cumulative preferred
j

stock was voted Wednesday by the ij

board of directors. Dividend is pay-
able Aug. 15 to stockholders of July
29 record.

EVERY TELEGRAM GETS

INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION

AT

Tostal
Telegraph

CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS
'PHONED IN APPEAR ON YOUR

Xgfcv TELEPHONE BILL.



riday, July 5, 1940
INI

DAILY

/. Pa. Price Jumps

eel With Squawks

(Continued from Page 1)

l?r owners in the territory added
ly the tax, and to this patron re-

tion was favorable. The tax in

,*> 21-40c brackets has had no ef-

u(^tSJ\ attendance, it is indicated.

nenuerstate Houses Dodging
ennies Under Tax Setup
Dallas— Interstate and Southern
iterprises theaters became penny

• dgers under the new Federal Ad-
ission tax setup. In all their Dallas
nations the admission charge was
rpt at. round figures, the scales be-

g revised so that the tariff was
>ped a few cents in some cases and
wered in others.
General tendency seemed to be a

ight increase in the larger subur-
ns and a slight cut in the smaller
st-runs downtown. While Inter-

ate said it wasn't commenting on
ft tax schedule it seemed apparent
at the circuit was absorbing the
x as a general policy on 25c ad-
issions.

Robb & Rowley Theaters say the
x is being absorbed by the the-

er in some of the smaller towns
here the admission price is 35c.

the 25c and 30c towns the tax has
1 en added. It has been added in

e big towns with extra pennies to

ake even money, if necessary.

;
Col. H. A. Cole of Allied Theaters

Iserted, "I'd say that a large ma-
rity are adding the tax. In a
rtain number of towns, the price

j being put up to 30c instead of
^c. However, quite a few have re-
iced from 25c to 20c.

rice Jumps in Buffalo
: ccepted by Film-goers
Buffalo—Buffalo's principal down-
\vn theaters have upped admis-
ons five cents, since the Federal
x on admissions over 20 cents he-
me effective. A similar boost has
ken place in suburban nabes,
here competition isn't too severe,

"at most nabes in the city itself and
areas of stiff competition have

Ided only the three cents tax to the
evailing 25 cents admission,
eighborhood houses which have

Ricardo Cortez
Jackie Searl

JULY 6
Al Wilkie

Don Mersereau
Jay Blaufox

Frank E. Garbutt

JULY 7
George Cukor
Richard Carle

Raymond Hatton

WITH PHIL /H. DALY,
T T

• • • WHEN the 1940-41 season breaks from the barrier

it'll bring into the limelight a production which is all ready ior the

big race at this writing In fad it's chafing at the bit in the

"stables" of RKO Radio The entry is christened "The Villain Still

Pursued Her" and it wears the colors of Franklin-Blank Productions.

Inc Of the opus, Harold B. Franklin, who has always been a good

and sincere judge of b.o. qualifications expresses the view privately

that the property is destined for future fame His conviction

is that the opus has precisely what it takes to enthuse audiences

and. further, that it can be exploited into one of the best grossers of the

year To set the national stage for public receptivity Mister

Franklin has already commanded his exploitation and publicity staffs. . .

.

to prepare a special merchandising campaign for trade In it.

he avers, will be outlined new and novel ideas for ballyhoo, publicity,

stage presentations and— audience participation

T T T
• • • 'TWAS not long ago that Metro gave B'way a

glimpse oj a real western ensemble namely Wallace Beery

driving an authentic Death Valley 20 Mule Team Borax Wagon. . .

.

Now comes Republic, collaborating with Loew-Metro boys, to give

our Main Stem a genuine glimpse of a true son and sage oj

the sagebrush in the person of George "Gabby" Hayes

who'll personally appear behind the footlights of Loew's Criterion

at 'bout 9 p.m. tomorrow and Sunday night La Ona
Munson, star of "Wagons Westward" the Criterion attraction

will also be present on both nights

T T T
• • • IF there is a deal on 'twist RKO Radio and Ernst

Lubitsch both are maintaining discreet silence on the subject

'Cording to reports the RKO-ites want Ernst to produce and

direct a couple for them although he is scheduled to contribute

his famous directorial touch to some UA features during 1940-41.

been charging only 20 cents have
made no increase.

Theater operators say they have
encountered little opposition to the
boost. Exhibitors say the odd pen-
nies will help defray hidden taxes
on cleaning materials, washroom
supplies and other purchases.

Gulf States Accepts Tax
Despite Some Grumbling
New Orleans—Gulf States film

patrons grumbled about the defense
tax slightly, but paid and apparently
will fall in line with the idea of put-
ting out the extra pennies every
time they go to the show. A slight

dip in nabe attendance in poorer
sections is anticipated. Majority of
exhibitors are passing the tax on.

Paramount-Richards' Tudor is

scheduled to drop prices approxi-
mately five cents shortly, but this

is a usual summer policy and has
nothing to do, executives said, with
the tax.

Cincy's Suburban Theaters
Find Slight Attendance Dip

Cincinnati — Theater attendance
due to the increased Federal tax fell

off in United Theaters, operating
largely in suburban areas, according
to Maury White, president.
White declared business would ad-

just itself as soon as patrons became
accustomed to the new order.
RKO theaters reported no notice-

able drop in attendance in down
town houses, patrons accepting the
tax without demur.

Cleveland Indies Pass On
Both State and Fed. Taxes

Cleveland, O.—Majority of local

subsequent-run indie theaters in the
25 cent admission classification are
advancing their price to 30 cents,

and 30 cent houses, in a majority of
cases, have gone to 35 cents. These
prices however, include the 3 per
cent state excise tax on gross admis-
sions, heretofore absorbed, and also
the new federal defense levy.

Federal as Well as State
Taxes Passed on in Denver
Denver—With a 2 per cent state

admission tax on tickets costing a
dime or over already passed along,
Denver exhibs. followed the same
policy with the new Federal levies.

RKO Re-Issuing

"Snow While"

(Continued from Page 1)

engagements at the Park, Meadville,
Pa., the Kingston, Kingston, where
both the feature and shorts had been
already seen by approximately 70
per cent of each audience.

Festival program in these two
typical situations—Meadville being
a single feature town and Kingston
a

_
double feature spot—is credited

with more than doubling normal
business; two-day run in Meadville
played to 268 per cent of average
Thursday-Friday biz, three-day en-
gagement in Kingston played to 202
per cent of average Thursday
through Saturday biz. Majority of
audiences was adult.
According to Hal Home, Disney

exec, shorts most satisfactory in
support of "Snow White" in the tests
are "The Practical Pig," "Ferdinand
the Bull," "The Ugly Duckling" and
"Donald's Lucky Day," and these
will go into the package.

Henry Sparks Builds Third
Cooper, Tex.—Henry Sparks, op-

erator of two theaters here, is build-
ing a third house tentatively sched-
uled to open in August. He has just
let a contract to RCA Photophone
for sound equipment for the new
house.

Not Asking Operators Cut
New Haven—In spite of business

conditions reported lagging behind
last summer, operators' union has
not been asked to take a summer
wage cut in this territory. New
contracts will be negotiated in the
Fall.

Ball Game for Milk Fund
Minneapolis—The Twin City Var-

iety Club will sponsor the baseball
game between Minneapolis and
Louisville, July 19, in Minneapolis.
Proceeds will go to the Variety Club
Milk Fund. Ben Blotcky, Chief
Barker, is in charge of the sale of

tickets.

Capitol, Richmond, Dark
Richmond, Va.—The Capitol, first-

run, has closed for several weeks.
The Lyric, which had a season of
stock is now closed. Only closings
last summer were the National and
State, both shut just long enough
to remodel.

Adds Port Huron Theater

Port Huron, Mich.—The Ritz The-
ater has been taken over by Harold
Bernstein, owner of a Bay City cir-

cuit from Louis Fead.

WEDDING BELLS

Cincinnati—Bob Hartlaub, man-
ager of the Nordland, has announced
his engagement to Clara Mae Stev-
ens, Nordland cashier.
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HERE'S a message from M-G-M to you:

WE'VE got our coats off and our

SLEEVES rolled up.

WE'VE got a job to do and we're meeting it

WITH everything we've got!

WE'RE making great entertainments

^ND we're proving that

NOTHING can stop good pictures!

LAST week we launched the big musical

'NEW Moon" (Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy)

IT'S a box-office sensation everywhere

AND has electrified every Film Row with

OPTIMISM!
ANOTHER sensation just opened is

'ANDY Hardy Meets Debutante" (with Lewis Stone,

Mickey Rooney and all the folks plus Judy Garland!)

YOU will see for yourself that it's the

BEST of the happy Hardy hits and a

GOLD mine for these times.

WE'VE got more genuinely BIG pictures

PHONE YOUR
M-G-M BOOKER!

aNEW MOON"
Jeanette MacDonald

Nelson Eddy

iiANDY HARDY
MEETS DEBUTANTE"
Lewis Stone, Mickey
Rooney, Judy Garland

a,
Watch for

SPORTING BLOOD"
the Surprise Hit!

"PRIDE AND PREJUDICE"
Greer Garson

Laurence Olivier

"GOLD RUSH MAISIE"
Ann Sothern

"BOOM TOWN"
Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy,

Claudette Colbert,HedyLamarr

"I LOVE YOU AGAIN"
William Powell, Myrha Loy

BUSMAN'S
HONEYMOON'

Robert Montgomery

FOR release during the summer months!

AND remember that they follow a

WHOLE year of consistent successes!

WE want every man and woman
WHO reads this message to be

CONFIDENT with us, to place

FAITH in us.

WE have made our plans for next season on the basis of optimism that it

will be one of the greatest years in show business.

MEANWHILE the Lion is ROARING right now

AND it's a comforting sound that means

SECURITY! STRENGTH! POWER! FRIENDLINESS!
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Goldwyn-UA Action

Strikes New Tangle

{Continued from Page 1)

Alexander Korda were necessary
parties defendant. The Appellate
Court, writing through Judge Biggs,
held that neither Korda nor London
Films were necessary parties and
that the District Judge should not
have dismissed the complaint on that
ground.
The Court, however, wrote as fol-

lows:

Circuit Court's Opinion

"It appears, however, from a mo-
tion to quash the appeal and its ac-

companying affidavit and exhibits

filed in this court that the appellants
filed suit in the District Court of the
U. S. for the Southern District of

New York against the appellee, Lon-
don Films and Korda. Part of the
relief sought in that suit is an in-

junction to restrain the appellee
from interfering in any wise with
the appellants' full and unrestricted
distribution and exhibition of their

moving pictures during a period up
to Sept. 2, 1945.

"It appears upon examination of

the complaint that an adjudication
of the New York suit might or would
require an adjudication of the issue

as to whether UA had breached its

inducing contract with the appel-
lants. Upon reaching the conclu-
sion that the ends of justice would
best be served by such a course, a
court of the U. S. in its discretion

may refuse declaratory relief because
another court has jurisdiction in an
executory or non-declaratory action

of proceedings involving an issue
identical with that involved in the
suit for declaratory relief. Such a
conclusion must be based upon sound
reasons why under all circumstances
a non-declaratory or executory ac-

tion is to be preferred over a suit

for a declaration. . .

"Accordingly, the decree of the
court below is reversed and the cause
is remanded with leave to receive
evidence on behalf of the parties to

the suit at bar relating to the New
York action to the end that the court
below, in the exercise of its discre-

tion, may determine whether the
amended complaint should be dis-

missed or declaratory judgment
given."

Discussing the opinion filed by
Judge Biggs, Edward C. Raftery, of

the law firm of O'Brien, Driscoll &
Raftery, defendant counsel together
with Schwartz & Frohlich, declared
that the effect of the decision is that
the motion to dismiss must be con-
sidered by the District Court and
evidence taken as to whether Sam-
uel Goldwyn can get the relief in

the New York action that he is seek-

Cheer-Up Weeh
Des Moines, a.—Tri-States will inaug-

urate "Cheer-up Week" at its Des
Moines, Roosevelt and Paramount houses
starting July 4. Emphasis on all the
programs will be placed on comedy, with
a taboo on all war newsreels.

Associated British Cinemas Installs First

Feminine Managers in London Film Theaters
London (By Air Mail)—Associated British Cinemas has installed women employes,

trained for that purpose, as managers of a number of London theaters. They replaced
managers called on for war service. ABC is training more cashiers, secretaries, chief
ushers and others, to be transferred to any theater in the circuit when occasion arises.

Canadian Churches Back
Industry's War Benefit

{Continued from Page 1)

copal and Presbyterian churches in

the Dominion giving details of the
film industry's campaign plan.

It is estimated the film industry
is surrendering a minimum of $150,-
000 in revenue by agreeing to have
the war benefit shows start at 8:30
p.m. One estimate runs to $162,500,
based on the fact that the 650,000
seats in Canada's film theaters at
25 cents per seat would ordinarily
bring in that much revenue in one
evening.

Detroit Theaters' Canadian
Business Does Fadeaway

{Continued from Page \)

ber of commuters—before regula-
tory measures—as 29,000.
Edgar E. Kirchner, manager of

downtown Family, which ordinarily
has a large Canadian clientele said:
"Since the new ruling went into ef-

fect, my Canadian business is off

about 100 per cent, only one Can-
adian coin being presented to my
cashier in two days."

Paramount Directors

Re-Name All Officers

{Continued from Page \)

Hicks, Jr., and George L. Bagnall;
Secretary, Austin C. Keough; Assis-
tant Secretaries, Norman Collyer,
Jacob H. Karp, Frank Meyer;
Comptroller, Fred Mohrhardt; Treas-
urer, Walter B. Cokell.

Ralph Peckham to Detroit
Ralph Peckham, formedly con-

nected with Grand National, leaves
Saturday to take over the Detroit
territory for Select Pictures, it was
learned Wednesday.

ing in Delaware, and, if that be the
case, then the District Court in

Delaware in its discretion may either
dismiss the Delaware action or hold
it for trial.

Frohlich's Viewpoint
Louis D. Frohlich, of Schwartz &

Frohlich, co-counsel for UA and rep-
resenting Alexander Korda in the
action, asserted that if the issues
could be tried in the New York case,
another motion to dismiss the com-
plaint in the Delaware case will be
in order. "That is the status of the
matter at the present time," he
added.
Commenting on the opinion filed

by Judge Biggs, a filmland legal
channel conversant with the action
said: "The case now seems to be
back about where it started from."
At offices of Max D. Steuer, coun-

sel for the plaintiffs, it was said
that any statement must wait upon
study of the Biggs' opinion.

Chandler Bankruptcy Act
Change Beneficial to RKO

{Continued from Page 1)

in tax base will not be greater than
the fair market value of property
involved.

Changes, supported by the SEC
and others, were inspired by the fact
that under the old provisions where
the tax base was reduced by the
amount of the debt reduction, cor-
porations found themselves in the
position where they had no deprecia-
tion or depletion and if the property
were later sold the entire amount
received for the property would be
subject to income tax.
As result of this tax situation the

original law formed a serious im-
pediment to getting debts reduced in

bankruptcy reorganizations to a
proper figure.

Would Fine Omaha Exhibs.
For Bank Night Violation

{Continued from Page 1)

of Prosperity Clubs in Omaha the-
aters.

Men asked to appear were Will
Singer, Brandeis, William Miskell,
Orpheum; Sam Epstein, of Epstein
circuit; Ralph Goldberg of the Gold-
berg circuit and two representa-
tives of Tri-States-Paramount string.

Ascap Would Block Neb.
Appeal to Highest Court

{Continued from Page 1)

tion of Ascap counsel in New York
is that instead of the State of Neb-
raska having taken appeal from the

order of injunction of Jan. 25, ap-
peal was based on the order of ap-
plication of March 28.

May McAvoy Assigned
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—May McAvoy, star of

the silent films and who recently has
been playing bit parts in M-G-M pix,

has been assigned by the company to

an important role in "Third Finger,
Left Hand."

Robert Lowery Cast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Robert Lowery will

have a top assignment in "The Cali-

fornian," which Rouben Mamoulian
will direct for 20th-Fox. Tyrone
Power and Linda Darnell are leading
players.

Enrol Flynn 111

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood-—Errol Flynn has wired

the 20th-Fox studios that he has de-

veloped a slight case of malaria and
will not leave Mexico City until Sun-

day.

RKO Takes 3, Skouras

4 Coealis Theaters

(Continued from Page 1)

chain to be operated by the estate
It was stated that the arrangemen'
embraced straight operating deals
no pooling being involved.
For the present, the three houset

passing to RKO control will fT'n bi I

advertised as RKO theaters. ulW
!iis|

it is said, is due to existing picture
commitments, etc.

CFI Stockholders' Suit

Kayoed by Court Decision'

{Continued from Page 1)

ware, Setay Co., and Cajo Co., in aj
lengthy opinion which ruled that the

»

defendants were not guilty of badi
faith in a number of acts, including

j

extension of loans to Republic, pay-
ment of salaries and the purchase of

stock of Cajo and Republic.
Justice Walter said that loans

made to Republic had resulted in na
losses and were being paid regu-
larly, and that the charges that
"they were improvident," were un-j
founded. The Court also pointed out
that the stockholders had been duly
informed of the actions of Consoli-
dated directors and had never op-
posed them.

SWG and Producers Reach
Tentative Agreement

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Screen Writers' Guild

and the producers have reached a
tentative agreement, but until it is

submitted to the general membership
of the Guild its details will not be :

made public. The pact provides for —
a short-term contract. The Guild
has insisted on a Guild shop and'

final authority in passing on screen
credit.

Gertrude Lawrence to Wed !

:

'

Aldrich, Stage Producer •

.

Dennis, Mass. — Gertrude Law-
rence, London and New York stage
star, and Richard S. Aldrich, New-
York theatrical producer, obtained a

marriage license from Town Clerk
Benjamin Sears on Tuesday and
Wednesday night drove away, their

.destination not revealed.

To Star Laraine Day
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—M-G-M has assigned

Laraine Day to the leading role in

"Adventure for Three," by Marcella
Burke and R. B. Wills. Company is

reported preparing Miss Day for

stardom.

Trend Reversed
Detroit—The Varsity Theater, operated

by United Detroit Circuit, reversed the
trend toward Summer closings, by add-
ing an additional matinee for Wednes-
days, to carry through the Summer
months. The house is in one of the

better class residential nabes.
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Air Conditioning Systems

Projectors EQUIPMENT S-T-U-D-I-O-S

Technical—Supplies

Furnishings

TS Business Brisk

it^iicago Sector

Chicago—National Theater Supply

. here reports continuing' brisk

siness in the local territory. Among
:ent jobs are installation of Irwin

Juxe seats for the new Luxe The-

?r, East Peoria, under M. M. Ewing
inagement. House will also have

exander Smith fluorescent carpets.

At Lacon, 111., E. F. Shafer is in-

illing Irwin Crusader chairs, Alex-

der Smith Crestwood carpets,

mplex projectors and sound, Amer-
*n Air Blower system and a

rcelain enamel front. The Shafer
l use will open in September.

PNat Bernstein, owner of the State,

khart, is installing Simplex sound
d projectors, Crestwood carpets,

d latest type marquee. This house
scheduled for early fall opening.

Equipment Field Notes

. Louis Firm Gets Contract

Findlay, 111.—The Okaw, a 330-

ater, was recently sold by J. F.

nnsen to 0. T. Weakley of Shelby-
le, 111. Weakley plans to install

w booth equipment, etc., for which
contracted through the Exhibitors

tpply Co., St. Louis.

By GEORGE
Equipment Editor,

pVERY night that the Amsterdam
(N. Y.) Rugmakers engage in

the national pastime on their own
diamond, some 2,500 loyal fans turn
out for the event. Night games were
made possible for the Yankee Farm
Team by the $10,000 worth of lights

installed by the Mohawk Mills As-
sociation. Out of the Mohawk Mills

comes a large percentage of film

theater carpet.
* * *

Enterprise had its beneficial reward
out in Belleville, 111., recently. Noah
Bloomer's Ritz Theater had the go-
getting spirit to flag the public on
the fact that the house has ordered
new Simplex sound and projection

jor the house. The machines were
placed in a downtown store window
for a week prior to installation and
prizes offered for the best photo made
of the display. Co-operating in the

exploitation stunt was the St. Louis

office of National Theater Supply
which furnished and installed the new
equipment.

C. ROSS
for

MOTION PICTURE
LIGHTING EQUIPMENT
RENTALS:

KA full line of modern equipment to-

gether with a staff of trained men to

handle any job large or small any time,

anywhere. Generator trucks, searchlights

and floodlights, for premieres and gen-
eral lighting activities.

SALES:
Everything in the line of equipment

for motion picture and photographic
studios.

SERVICE:
We are prepared to offer the finest

service, equipment and technical advice

| obtainable in the East. Your require-

ments taken care of to the last minute
detail.

As Sole Eastern Distributors, tee

carry the full and complete line

of equipment manufactured fcy:—

MOLE-RICHARDSON CO.
Hollywood, California

Incomparable Lighting Equipment

Estimates Cheerfully Given

Let Us Enlighten You On Your
Lighting Problems

CHARLES ROSS, INC.
244-50 WEST 49th ST., N. Y. C.

Telephones: Circle 6-5470-1-2

H. MORRIS
THE FILM DAILY

G-E's first permanent display of

the products of its Appliance and
Merchandise Dept., in newly dec-
orated quarters on the 12th floor of

the G-E Building, 570 Lexington
Ave., in New York, is attracting an
unusual amount of attention. Mrs.
Corrine Herndon Robinson, for sev-
eral years associated with this phase
of G-E's business, is in active charge
of the new display.

From Pittsburgh comes word that

the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. has
begun construction at its Ford City,

Pa., plant. It's another progressive
move in the already notable business
regime of the company's prexy, H. S.

Wherrett.

Extensive alterations and improve-
ments are under way at Louisville's

Kentucky Theater. Included in the
remodeling program is a balcony
with a seating capacity of 300.

Crestwood Carpet Goes
Into Four Theaters

Atlanta—Crestwood carpet, manu-
factured by Alexander Smith &
Sons, has been installed in the Fa-
mous, Birmingham; Boulevard, Mi-
ami; Paramount, Ashville, N. C; and
the Opera House, Abbeville, S. C.

The carpet was supplied by Wil-Kin
Theater Supply Co.

Equipment by Oliver Co.

Detroit—Remodelling of the in-

terior of the Grant Theater, operated
by Moe Teitel and Saul Korman, has
been completed. Oliver Theater
Supply Co. installed new Mork-Green
drapes. Brenkert projectors, RCA
sound, and screen.

Matzinger Is Preparing
Willoughby House Plans

Willoughby, O.—The new theater
to be built here by the Modern The-
ater Co., will be located opposite St.

Andrews park. It will have 1,500

seats and will cost approximately
$100,000. Owners are Dan Stearns,
P. E. Essick, Howard Reif and C. G.
Deckman. Herman Matzinger, Cleve-
land, is preparing the plans.

Three Simplex Installations

Detroit—National Theater Supply
is installing new Simplex high lamps
and rectifiers in the Clinto Theater
at St. Johns and the Eaton at Char-
lotte, both for the Beechler Circuit,

and in the Family at East Tawas
for Ashmun Brothers.

Dusenbere Buys Monographs
Redbud, 111.—T. C. Dusenbere has

recently installed a pair of new
Motiographs in his Redbud Theater.
This equipment was purchased
through the Exhibitors Supply Co.,

St. Louis.

Drew Orders Photophone

Detroit—RCA Photophone is in-

stalling new sound equipment for

Hollis Drew in the Temple Theater
at East Jordan, and in the new house
being erected at Roscommon, Mich.

glided-/Id PUoio4.-6ofuel

Master Photographers. Inc.

SAMUEL STERN, Pres.

443-445 West 41st St., New York City

BRyant 9-0590

Hadelman to Remodel
Shelton, Conn.—Morris Hadelman

will close his 650-seat Shelton The-
ater for renovation and installation

of 300 new International floating

comfort chairs by Modern Theater
Equipment Co.

Ark. House Air Conditioned
Huntsville, Ark. — Local Madison

Theater has completed installation

of a new air conditioning plant, it is

announced by Carl Presley, manager
of the house.

HITinUMI
THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY

uiiiL'nu
"GET IT FROM NATIONAL"

Wil-Kin Co. Fills

Southern Orders

Charlotte, N. C—Wil-Kin Theater
Supply Co.'s local and Atlanta offices

report the following current jobs:

Rex, Goldwater, Ala., International
chairs; the Drive-In theaters, here
and in Durham, N. C, complete
equipment furnished; U. S. Airco
cooling equipment for the North
Birmingham, Birmingham, and the
Seminole, Homestead, Fla.; Inter-
national chairs for the Kingston,
Daytona Beach.

Also, U. S. Airco for the Florida
Theater, Haines City, Fla., and for
the Grand, Greer, S. C, and Peach-
tree and 14th St. house, Atlanta.

Other Wil-Kin jobs are: company's
draperies and furniture for the
Bradley, Columbus, Ga.; U. S. Airco
air conditioning and International
chairs for the Hollywood, Woodruff,
S. C; International chairs for the
Famous, Birmingham; draperies,
Brenkert Enarcs and Forest recti-

fiers for the Boulevard, Miami;
Brenkert's Enarcs and Benwood
Linze rectifiers for the Liberty,
Johnson, S. C. ; Motiograph projec-

tors, Brenkert Enarcs and Forest
rectifiers for the Auditorium, Hen-
dersonville, N. C; U. S. Airco air

conditioning and International chairs

for the Pal, Vidalia, Ga.; and also

International chairs for the Ritz,

Thomaston, Ga., and the Opera
House, Abbeville, S. C.

First House for Sandoval
Sandoval, 111.—Bids will be taken

soon on the construction of a new
theater here for Robert Cluster of

Salem.
Plans are by O. W. Stiegemeyer,

St. Louis architect.

For years Sandoval has depended
on a portable circuit for its film

shows.

Cooling Winsted Strand
Winsted, Conn. — Lockwood and

Gordon are installing air-condition-

ing system with well in the 900-seat

Strand.

BERfTlR
FLAG AND VALANCE CO.

71 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.

646 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Illinois

8954 Gibson Street, Los Angeles, Calif.



I'T THOSE COLOR SCENES

wi,

• I never saw anything more realistic in

any theatre. In fact, all the pictures in this

theatre are so much better than they used

to be. Am I imagining things?

No, Mary, Mr. Robinson, the Manager of

this theatre, is a friend of mine and he told

me that they have recently installed a new

type of projection light known as the "One

Kilowatt" High Intensity arc. This new

light is designed especially for the small

theatres. It is a snow white light like day-

light and there is half again as much light

on the screen as they had formerly. That's

why the pictures are so natural and easy to

look at.

All I can say, John, is that it's wonderful

and believe me I am going to tell my friends

about it. Mr. Robinson is to be congratu-

lated for his progressiveness.
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EE CONSENT DECREE FRAMEWORK NEARING

joldwy n's Complaint Against Korda Dismissed

I
THE WEEK IN
REVIEW

Public Accepts Tax
By L. H. MITCHELL

hWESTIC
)EFENSE TAX: Gov't's new de-
se admission tax has been passed
ng to patrons by 95 per cent of
aters, Film Daily survey indi-

?d, with the public generally ac-
ting it without any squawking,
ce rises in some W. Pa. towns did,

vever, elicit patron squawks. Some
cago indies were trying out early
cent shows to avoid the tax. Many
.ibs. are concerned lest collection
complicated by a shortage of
nies. * * *

]QUITY SUIT: Parleys looking
a consent decree in the Gov't's
ity suit against the majors con-
ied during the week, with court
ring delayed till today pending
ther conferences. Distribs. gen-
lly felt that if any consent de-
? materializes it should apply to
companies. Clearance and over-
ing formulas were r e p o rt e d
•ked out.

* * *

HIS AND THAT: Feature pic-
es showed a gain of 16 during
t half of year over similar months
1939, total being 269. Shorts at
was a drop of 52 . . . President

led bill lifting ban on interstate
pment of prizefight films . . . The-
rs reported ready to aid Gov't de-
se measures by publishing enlist-

pt articles in house organs

—

•w
:

s Weekly and RKO Newsettes
ig first to co-op . . . Action of
nuel Goldwyn vs. UA struck new
Jgle when Circuit Court of Ap-
j

Is in Philly reversed Delaware
S. District Court's dismissal of
suit . . . Defense measures side-
:ked working out a sub. for the
ily bill ... 211 downstate Illi-

B theaters formed new exhib.
t, United T. 0. of Illinois . . .

'orted that New York Allied might
spt MPTOA's invitation to join
t body . . . Northwest Allied was
ected to okay a film buying com-
3 . . . Charge of bootlegging Chap-
films was filed against New Jer-
camera exchanges . . . New

irance and zoning plan was draft-
in Detroit . . . RKO Radio will

ssue "Snow White and the Seven
iiarfs," with four Disney shorts.

Court Gives Goldwyn 20

Days to Amend Complaint
Against United Artists

Quoting at length the opinion of
the U. S. Circuit Court which ruled
that Alexander Korda and London
Films Productions, Ltd., were not re-

quired defendants in the suit of Sam-
uel Goldwyn and Samuel Goldwyn,
Inc., against United Artists, Federal
Judge Vincent L. Leibell, on Friday
dismissed Goldwyn's New York com-
plaint against Korda and London
Films.
The Court also gave Goldwyn 20

(Continued on Page 8)

Production in Rio
Reported a Floppo

Washington Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The Commerce Depart-

ment reports through the office of the
American Commercial Attache at Rio de
Janeiro that notwithstanding the efforts

of the Brazilian Government to foster

it, domestic film production has proven
unsuccessful. The native studios and
laboratories making shorts represented
an investment of approximately $1,-
118,000, but present value is given as

$150,000. The single studio located in

Sao Paulo, in which more than $500,000
originally was invested, has closed.

Shulman Answer

Assails Majors

New Haven—Having received per-
mission to intervene as party de-
fendant, Joseph L. Shulman, doing
business as the Plaza Theater, Wind-
sor, has filed his answer in the dam-
ge and injunction suit of Lampert

Tbeater of Windsor, Inc. vs. Vita-
graph, Inc., seeking dismissal of the

(Continued on Page 4)

U.K. Calling Actors

Between 18 and 31

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington— British actors and

others of British nationality en-
gaged in film biz in the U. S. be-
tween the ages of 18 and 31 years
are advised by the British Embassy
in a statement made public today
to return to England for military

(Continued on Page 5)

Famous Players Canadian
Plans Eastern Conclave

Twin City Exhibitors

To Ask for Concessions

Toronto—Famous Players Canadi-
an has doomed plans to hold the an-
nual convention of theater mana-
gers for Ontario, Quebec and the
three Maritime Provinces, in Toron-
to, this week. Officials said regional

(Continued on Page 5)

Minneapolis—Contending that biz

here is off from 20 to 25 per cent
compared with a year ago, Twin
Cities indie exhibs. are reported
planning to ask wage concessions
from the operators.

Indies claim that the dip in busi-
ness started with the outbreak of the

(Continued on Page 5)

Duals 'Mark of Greed'—Small
Producer Calls for "Industry Partnership

Five Exceptions to Tax
Addition in Northwest

Minneapolis— Territorial checkup
in the wake of the new Federal ad-
mission taxes showed at the week-
end that only five houses failed to

follow the general policy of adding
the new 10 per cent tax to the 21-40
cents b.o. prices.

Locally, the Vogue dropped from
(Continued on Page 5)

//

By RALPH WILK
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Edward Small in a

statement issued Friday proposed an
immediate "industry partnership"
that would level off all inequalities

to insure a continued flow of the
kind of product needed to sustain
b.o. receipts.

As a platform for such a partner-
ship, Small suggested trimming sal-

aries, "beginning at the top of the
(Continued on Page 5)

Confidence Expressed That
Basis Agreeable to All

Distribs. Can Be Reached

Following intensive work by
counsel for the majors and the
Government during the past
week, attorneys for the distribs. ex-
pressed the opinion at the week-end
that they are closer now to a frame-
work for an agreement than at any
time.
The opinion was also expressed,

both by D of J attorneys as well as
industry counsel, that a basis can
be reached by which Columbia,
United Artists and Universal can be
lined up to solidify the industry
front. It was reported that consid-
erable work has already been done
in both camps on this problem, with
definite progress made.
With conferences due to resume

(Continued on Page 4)

Holiday Week-end

Biz Shows Gains

Doubtful July 4th weather, caus-
ing many New Yorkers to defer out-

ing plans, plus an influx of out-of-

town visitors, combined to give
Broadway film houses cause for ex-

tra celebration over the four-day
week-end. House managers unani-
mously reported "better" when
queried as to Independence Day biz

this year compared with last, and
(Continued on Page 8)

Petrillo Tackles Philly

Warner Musicians Strike

Conference Friday between War-
ner executives and James C. Petrillo,

American Federation of Musicians
prexy, and A. Rex Riccardi, secre-
tarv of the AFM's Philly Local 77,

(Continued on Page 5)

"Stamp Hitler Out,"
Was Cry of Canadians

Toronto—"Stamp Hitler Out" has been
adopted as the film industry's slogan for

the Win-the-War shows to be staged
Dominion-wide at 8:30 p.m. on July 15;
goal is the sale of $1,000,000 in War
Savings Stamps.
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FINANCIAL
(Wednesday, July 3)

2%
6%

3

6%

(QUATATIONS OF FRIDAY, JULY 5)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd.. 17V4 17'/4 17% + %
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 6% 6% 6%
East. Kodak 118]& 117% 118 — Vi
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 2V/2 23% 24 Vi — Va
do pfd
Paramount 5 5 5

Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd... 7Vi 73/g 7Vi + Vs
Pathe Film 73,4 7% 7 3A — Va
RKO New 3

20th Century-Fox . . 6 3
,£

20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 23/8
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3V2s46 102'/2 102'/2 102Vi — %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 '/4s47

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48
NEW YORK CURB MARKET

Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 10 9% 9%— %
Trans-Lux 1 1 1

Universal Corp. vtc
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse. Inc. 2nd deb. '45.
. 63 Vi 65 Vi

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 57 60

21/4 23/8 + 1/g

Van Schmus Convalescing
Following Operation

W. G. Van Schmus, managng di-

rector of the Radio City Music Hall,

is convalescing in St. Luke's Hospi-
tal after ?n operation performed on
Wednesday.

© The Broadway Parade II

Picture and Distributor Theater

The Mortal Storm (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—3rd week Capitol

The Man Who Talked Too Much (Warner Bros. Pictures)—2nd week Strand

All This and Heaven Too (Warner Bros. Pictures) Music Hall

The Chost Breakers (Paramount Pictures) •• Paramount
Private Affairs (Universal Pictures) • Roxy
Spies of the Air (Film Alliance) Rialto

Wagons Westward (Republic Pictures) Criterion

Fugitive from Justice (Warner Bros. Pictures) Globe

Stage Coach War (Paramount Pictures) (a) Central

Return of Wild Bill (Columbia Pictures) (a) Central

My Favorite Wife (RKO Radio Pictures) (a-b) • Palace

Murder in the Air (Warner Bros. Pictures) (a) Palace

TWO-A-DAY RUNS
Cone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—30th week Astor

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—19th week World
Carmen de la Triana (Spanish feature)—4th week 48th St. Theater

FUTURE OPENINGS
Susan and God (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—July 11 Capitol

My Love Came Back (Warner Bros. Pictures)—July 12 Strand

Untamed (Paramount Pictures) (c) Paramount
You're Not So Tough (Universal Pictures)—July 10 Rialto

Murder in the Night (Film Alliance)—July 10 (a) Central

West of Abilene (Columbia Pictures)—July 10(a) Central

Brother Orchid (Warner Bros. Pictures)—July 11 (a-b) Palace

Bill of Divorcement (RKO Radio Pictures)—July 11 (a) Palace

(a) Dual bill. (b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill.

Film Scouts to Catch Six

New Plays in Strawhats

Film talent scouts will have a busy
time the fore part of this week with
six openings scheduled for summer
playhouses. Tonight is the heavi-

est, with "Four Cheers for Mother"
opening at the Red Barn, Locust
Valley; "Cafeteria" at the Country
Theater, Suffern and "Our Girls" at

the Starlight, Pawling. "Nude—
With Pineapple" will be presented at

the Playhouse, Osterville, Mass., to-

morrow, and Wednesday will see the

openings of "Vote for Youth" at

the Parrish Memorial Hall, South-
ampton and "Angela is 22" at the

Community Playhouse, Spring Lake,

N. J.

$150,000 Ad Campaign
For "My Love Came Back"

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood— Warners will put a

$150,000 national ad campaign be-

hind "My Love Came Back." Charles
Einfeld has mapped out a campaign
which will feature an "I Told You
So" endorsement letter by Jack L.

Warner. Same tack was used suc-

cessfully for "Four Daughters."

James Roosevelt to Get
"Two Harbors" Rights?

James Roosevelt may acquire film

rights to "Two Harbors," by Van
Wyck Mason, it was learned Friday.
Deal is being negotiated by Roger
Marchetti, film attorney, here from
the Coast, it is understood.

16 mm. Westerns in Demand
Chicago—The Ideal Pictures Corp.,

headed by Bertram Willoughy, re-

ports the demand for 16 mm. west-
erns front the non-theatrical trade
as the best in several years. Patri-
otic shorts are the runner-up.

28 Fewer Films Examined
By Chi. Censors in June

Chicago—Twenty-eight less films
were submitted to the Chicago po-
lice censor bureau in June than in

the same month a year ago, accord-
ing to the report of Sergt. Joseph
Healy, acting chief. This year, fig-

ure was 131; a year ago, 159.

Police censors this year rejected
two films—"How to Take a Bath"
and "He"—pinked five, and made 26
cuts. In 1939, there were no re-
jections, two pink tickets issued, and
24 cuts ordered.

Rep. Studio Engineer
On Academy's Council

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood— Darryl F. Zanuck,

chairman of the Academy's Research
Council, announces the appointment
of Charles L. Lootens, chief engi-
neer of Republic Studio, to member-
ship on the Council. Republic Stu-
dio is now contributing to the Re-
search Council's financial support
program.

Court Rejects Bioff's

Habeas Corpus Plea

Chicago— Judge John Prystalski
rejected William Bioff's habeas
corpus petition filed by Attorney
Walker Butler. This means that
Bioff must serve out his term in full.

N. M. Theater Receipts
In April up $13,788

Santa Fe, N. Mex.—New Mexico
Bureau of Revenue reports April
theater receipts at $211,606, a gain
of $13,788 over March.

COminG and coinG

DAVID 0. SELZNICK is due here from the

Coast the middle of the week.

MADELEINE CARROLL, who was stranded in

France by the Cerman invasion, was due to

leave Lisbon yesterday by Clipper for this coun-

try, arriving at La Guardia Field at noon today.

GEORGE COULOURIS returned to Hollywood

at the week-end after a short New York visit.

EDWARD H. GRIFFITH was due here ystf -.j

day from Hollywood for conference with

h.o. execs, on his next picture, "VirginL

PATRICIA MORISON, star of Para.'s "Un-
tamed," arrived here by United Airlines Satur-

day from Portland, Ore., where she made a p. a.

at film's premiere.

LOUIS SCHINE of the Schine circuit, is in

Hollywood with his family for a month's stay.

MRS. EMLYN WILLIAMS, wife of the British

actor, and their two children are en route to

this country, presumably for the duration ot

the war.

ED FINNEY and his star, TEX RITTER, have

returned to Hollywood following three weeks
on location at Prescott, Ariz.

CEORGE H. MORRIS of THE FILM DAILY and

MRS. MORRIS are vacationing in Canada.

ELIA KAZAN returns to New York from the

Coast as soon as he completes his role in

Warners' "City for Conquest," to appear in a

legit, production.

SOL WURTZEL and his wife are spending a

brief vacation at Lake Tahoe.

LEON SCHLESINGER is vacationing on Lido

Isle.

DANIEL T. O'SHEA, Selznick-lnternational

vice-prexy, is back at the studio following two
months in New York.

AL STEEN of THE FILM DAILY and MRS.
STEEN returned from a New England vacation

Friday.

WILLIAM STUCKY left New York at the

week-end for Culver City to join Metro's junior

writing staff.

ROGER MARCHETTI, film attorney, is here

from the Coast.

SAM GERMAINE, 20th-Fox booking manager
at New Haven, is off on a vacation in Boston.

HERB BERG of Paramount's publicity depart-

ment is vacationing at Hunter, N. Y.

JACK KARR, movie columnist, Toronto Star, is

in town, making his headquarters at Oscar A.

Doob's office at Loew's.

RALPH JONES, columnist, Atlanta Constitu-
tion, is spending vacation here.

Defer License Fee Action

Indianapolis— The A.T.O.I. suit,

which was filed in the name of the
Hollywood Theater Corp., against
the City of Indianapolis, contesting
the legality of the collection by the
city of $100 a year theater license

fee, has been held over until the
Fall term of the Marion County Su-
perior Court.

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Eugene Pallette

Lon Young

Bradley King



We started it with 'ROAD TO SINGAPORE" and "BUCK BENNY
RIDES AGAIN." We were the First to kick Old Man Gloom in the

pants. We were the first to give the sob stuff the big brush off. We
were the first to start building the biggest bunch of belly-laugh

bonanzas in the history of the business. Now we see all the other

companies climbing on the Paramount Band Wagon for a joy ride

of LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT. It's okay by us. Imitation is the

sincerest flattery, etc. But, as we've already cornered the comedy

market, signed up the biggest names in the entertainment field,

well be glad to welcome the late comers. ..but,

naturally, well hang right on to our front seats! / *

RAMO«NT COW**
Look at these

Paramount Entertainers f

Fred Allen, Jack Benny (with

Rochester), Ring Crosby,

Bob Hope, Paulette Goddard,

Jackie Cooper, Mary Martin,

Ken Murray, Eddie Bracken,

Victor Moore, Ezra Stone,

Jerry Colonna, Brenda and

Cobina (just to mention a few)

7
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Shulman Answer

Assails Majors

{Continued from Page 1)

suit, damages of $25,000 in turn, and
an injunction against Vitagraph
preventing withholding of booking
and delivery of pictures to him.
The Lampert corporation, of which

Lockwood and Gordon are now prin-
cipals, filed the suit last February,
alleging that Vitagraph had en-
tered into first-run contracts with it

for the Windsor Theater, with the
understanding that there would be
no second-run in Windsor. There-
after, it is alleged, Vitagraph sold
the Plaza second-run with 14-day
clearance.
Shulman denies the plaintiff has

suffered any damages; then names
the major distributors and alleges
they "dominate and control the mo-
tion picture industry in the United
States in all its branches." He states
they have imposed on unaffiliated

exhibitors, including himself, "a se-

ries of harsh, onerous and unfair
trade practices, each of which tends
to restrain and does restrain and
obstruct interstate and intrastate
trade and commerce in motion pic-

tures in violation of the law," ex-
plaining particularly protection and
overbuying, and claiming that the
Windsor operator was permitted to
overbuy.

Religious Films Booming
Business in 16 mm. Field

IVest Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood— The war in Europe

has brought demands from religious
organizations for religious pictures
in 16 mm., A. L. McCormick, presi-

dent of Cinecolor, Inc., said Friday.
McCormick estimates religious pic-

tures will increase 16 mm. business
by around 10,000,000 feet during the
next year.

Casting is now under way for the
first of a series of religious pictures,

which will go into production this

week.

Oklahoma City—Wilson Tedford,
assistant booker at the 20th Century-
Fox exchange here, was married to

Allegra Wyatt.

Oklahoma City—Dorothy Lane, re-

ceptionist at 20th Century-Fox, is

the bride of Harold Netherton.

Chicago—Sonja Henie, ice and film

star, and Dan Topping, New York
sportsman, were married here on the
Fourth. Ceremony was performed by
Rev. Joshua Aden, pastor of the
Norwegian Lutheran Church. The
bride's mother, brother and sister-

in-law were among the attendants.

Las Vegas, N. M.—Carole Landis
and Willis Hunt, Jr., yacht broker,

were married here on the Fourth
after an airplane elopement.

ALCNG THE

with PHIL H. DALY:

• • STROLLING along the Rialto at the week-end we met

an old friend Once upon a time and it isn't so long ago, at

that his name was up in lights on picture house marquees

and his weekly salary check was in the telephone number catagory

But today, ah, today it's quite a different story You no

longer see his name in lights indeed, you seldom find it included in

film casts when the credits are flashed on the screen and as

for salary checks when they do come along occasionally

the sums are nominal

T T
• • • IN film biz there's a vast difference finan-

cially and otherwise betvieen being known and being

forgotten And none now knows it better than the ac-

tor in question who lost his identification with success

because he failed to realize that the public as well as show-

men have short memories and accordingly need to be

reminded again and again that he exists Had this

particular trouper not taken the position "I don't have to

advertise I'm a star" in his heyday

his case history would read far differently if industry ex-

perience means anything

T T T
• • • "LOST identity" there you have in two words

one of the major tragedies of film biz The person who permits

his identification with successful endeavor to be slighted

or ignored is inviting film oblivion And that goes dou-

ble for those in the creative end of the business For produc-

ers, directors, writers, players and all the others associated with

picture-making In this industry personal advertising isn't just

advertising it's career and job insurance

T T T
#99 THAT Ottawa dash of Alfred Hitchcock. . . .had noth-

ing a-tall to do with proposed British production in the

Dominion It was to arrange for the evacuation from

Great Britain to Canada of about 60 children from an

orphanage for actors' children Hitchcock is a director of the

British orphanage. . . • Osa Johnson whose "I Married Ad-

venture" will be released by Columbia July 24 will be

guest star on radio's "Information Please" program tomorrow

night. . . • Dan Mainwaring recently with the Orson Welles

unit at RKO Radio on the Coast has joined Warners' h.o. pub-

licity staff. . . • As another example of what can be done

in the sponsored film field there's "Symphony in F"

Technicolor subject now being shown by Henry Ford

at the New York World's Fair The musical treatment by Ed-

win E. Ludig is corking

Y Y
• • • UA has received word from "Down Under" that Dave

Selznick's cinematic "sweetheart" "Rebecca" shattered the

all-time house record at the Regent Theater in Sydney, Australia

Now a cable clarions that the picture has pulled the biggest

second week in the stand's annals since 1934 and is slated to con-

tinue its engagement indefinitely. . . • First of the songs from Alexander

Korda's 'The Thief of Bagdad" will be published shortly by Chap-

pell & Co The ditty is "Abu's Sailor Song" one of the new

thematic tunes in the production

>%. « c< » » »

See Consent Decree

Framework Nearing

(Continued from Page 1)

tomorrow morning, it was also

learned that restrictions on the

rental of pictures to recently pur-

chased houses had been eliminated
from the proposals by the Govern-
ment.
Among the proposals revised^ *

the conferees thus far are those
1

'

fecting arbitration, clearance, exni-

bition, trade showings, policy of

giveaways, rentals, theater-competi-
tion, etc.

The Government has laid particu-

lar stress on licensing agreements,
overbuying and a method of relief

for any alleged discrimination
against independently operated
houses. It is understood the Gov-
ernment is developing the subject
materially.

Counsel were in agreement that
the further revisions completed dur-
ing the past week, and worked on
over the week-end in preparation for
the continuance of huddles tomor-
row, have been constructive, and
have definitely served to make
progress toward the goal of an ac-

ceptable basis of proposals for set-

tlement via a consent decree.

"Scandals," Sally Rand
As Milwaukee Opposition

Milwaukee, Wis.—Girlie show fans
ere getting their fill this week, with
George White's Scandals at Fox's
Wisconsin and Sally Rand and her
show at E. J. Weisfeldt's Riverside.
The Wisconsin appearance is that
house's first stage show in five years.

Fawcett to Add Another
Breezy Point Lodge, Minn.—Faw-

cett Publications, Inc. is holding its

annual advertising sales meeting
here during the entire week. Sales
and promotion plans for the fall and
winter will be previewed, also the
announcement of the addition of at
least one new Fawcett magazine to

the list of 30 which the company
now publish.

Lofgren with Harry Warren
Lincoln, Neb.—M. E. Lofgren, for

several years with the J. H. Cooper
Enterprises in Colorado and Ne-
braska, has resigned and joins the
Central States Theaters (Harry
Warren) in York, as city manager.

STORKS!
Albany—Jack Walsh, Metro ex-

ploitation manager, has a new son,
born at Brady Maternity Hospital.
Heir will be named John George
Walsh, 3rd.

Chicago—Larry Stein, Warner the-
aters publicity manager, is the father
of a baby girl, named Marsha.
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5 to 20 cents, while the Homewood
id Brynwood here changed from
5 cents every night to 15 cents on
ireek nights and 20 cents on week-
jnds. Theaters in Hopkins and Still-

.ater went from 25 to 30 cents.

jft> Standard Houses Drop
Wales as Result of Tax
Oklahoma City—As an aftermath

f the new Federal admission taxes,
tales have been changed in two
Standard Theaters Corp. houses,
iitz, East Side suburban, has dropped
i om 25 to 20 cents, while the Tower,
irst-run North Side theater, has cut
rom 40 to 27 cents plus tax.

Week-end checkup shows the new
dmission levies have had little or

lo effect on b.o. biz.

<labes Lose Downstairs Biz
n
o Balconies in Rochester
Rochester— Several nabes here

vhich retained 15 cent balcony
•rices under the new admission tax
etup report patrons are buying bal-

ony tickets instead of paying the
18 cent price for downstairs seats.
Collection of taxes on benefit tickets

old in advance by church and other
•roups is another local problem.

Tax Price Boost in Ohio
laid Generally in Effect
Columbus—Price boost to include

ot only the new Federal admission
?vy but the 3 per cent state excise
ax on admissions heretofore largely
bsorbed is generally effective in
Jhio, according to Pete J. Wood, sec-
tary of the ITO of Ohio. Locally,
11 houses have now increased prices.

3etrillo Tackles Philly

Warner Musicians Strike

(Continued from Page 1)

nd a delegation from the latter,
erved principally to acquaint Petril-
d with the entire situation there,
•lusicians' strike against Warner
'hilly houses is in its eighth month,
ileeting was adjourned until this
eek after a comparatively short
ession, no definite action being tak-
m. Second confab may be held in
'hilly.

4-G-M Buys Bolivar Story
Vest Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—"Bolivar, the Passion-

te Conqueror," by Thomas Russell
'barra, has been purchased by
1-G-M from Norman McCleod. It
ill be utilized by Dore Schary in
ne preparation of a Bolivar screen
iography.

Dan Cupid Stages Romantic Blitzkrieg in WB
Personnel tit Chi.; Four Weddings on July 27

Chicago—Dan Cupid has staged a romantic blitzkrieg in the Warner organization
here, with the result that wedding bells will ring July 27 for:

John Maloney, manager of the Grove Theater, and Mildred Grill, cashier at the
Cosmo.

Ray Dunn, manager of the Orpheum, Hammond, and Helen Beiker, Partheon
cashier.

Eddie Hendrickson, of the Stratford Theater, and Lillian Abbott, cashier of the
Jeffrey.

Richard Beck, of the WB theater tax department, and Esther Riley. Crooms-to-be
will be feted at the Warner Club July 9.

Great Britain Calling
Actors Between 18 and 31

(Continued from Page 1)

service "as soon as they can make
the necessary arrangements."
The formal statement was issued

in response to the innumerable re-

quests the Embassy has received
during the last 10 months from both
British screen and stage people
working on this side.

Text of the statement follows:
"Since the outbreak of the war,

British actors, of both stage and
screen, and others connected with
the profession, resident in the U. S.,

have repeatedly offered their ser-

vices to the British Government and
have sought advice from the Em-
bassy as to the desirability of their
return to the United Kingdom for
service. Until recently, they have
been advised to stay here, as there
is no shortage of man-power in the
United Kingdom.

"In view of recent conditions, how-
ever, British actors of all ages have
again come forward with renewed
offers of service. These offers have
been considered according to age
and qualifications, with a view to
the utilization of their services,
whether here or abroad, in the most
advantageous manner. Broadly
speaking, those between the ages
of 18 and 31 years (the present 'mil-

itary' age in England) should re-

turn as soon as they can make the
necessary arrangements; those above
this age should continue in their
professions until they receive fur-
ther instructions."

Wants All Stevens Students
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—William Keighley, di-

recting "Glamour Girl" for Warners,
would like to have the entire student
body—8 young women—of Stevens
College at Columbia, Mo., transport-
ed to the studio to appear in the pic-

ture.

Renew Margaret Sullavan Pact
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—David L. Loew and Al-

bert Lewin have extended their con-
tract with Margaret Sullavan to in-

clude two more pictures after the
current "Flotsam." One will be Clif-

ford Odets' "Night Music."

JSA Opens in Oklahoma City
Oklahoma City—National Screen

•ccessories has opened a new branch
d service Oklahoma theaters for-
merly handled out of Dallas. Gil-
ert Clark, who formerly operated
lark's Poster Service, is manager
f the new branch.

Would Buy Thea. for Background
West Coast Bureau of . THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Eddie Buzzell, who is

to direct the next Marx Bros, picture,

"Go West," has offered to buy the
Bird Cage Theater in Tombstone,
Ariz., to be moved to the Metro lot

as background for the film.

Twin City Exhibitors

To Ask for Concessions

(Continued from Page 1)

war, and that in some instances, the

decline has been 35 per cent. Av-
erage drop for the first half of the
year is placed at 20-25 per cent, how-
ever.

Des Moines—Iowa exhibits, report
biz for the first six months of the
year off 20 to 25 per cent from the
same period in 1939. Larger houses
seemed to feel the worst cut, with
smaller spots helping to bring up the
average. European situation is

blamed entirely for drop.
Incidentally, Bank Night shows a

decline in this area.

Famous Players Canadian
Plans Eastern Conclave

(Continued from Page 1)

meetings, on dates still to be set,

may take the place of the Eastern
Canadian convention this year.

It is expected, however, that
FPCC's western convention will be
held as scheduled.

John Wayne with Dietrich

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Universal has cast

John Wayne as Marlene Dietrich's
leading man in "Seven Sinners"
which goes before the cameras this

week, with Broderick Crawford, Gail
Patrick and Oscar Homolka in the
cast.

Warners Cast Van Heflin

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Van Heflin, who made

a hit on the New York stage with
Katharine Hepburn in "Philadelphia
Story," has been cast by Warners
for an important role in "Santa Fe
Trail," set to go into work this week.

Hayden Opposite Carroll
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Norman Hayden has

been assigned the male lead, oppo-
site Madeleine Carroll, in "Virginia,"
which Paramount will put into pro-
duction shortly after Miss Carroll's
arrival from Spain.

"My Love" Draws 'Em In

Milwaukee—Premiere of Warners'
"My Love Came Back" at the
Warner Theater here on the Fourth
gave the house its biggest Inde-
pendence Day biz in nine years.
Leffrey Lynn made p.a.'s.

Small Calls Duals

"Mark ot Greed"

(Continued from Page 1)

list," elimination of double bills,

giveaways and other so-called box
office stimulants, and the sharing of
problems by all branches of the
trade.

"For a long time now it has
been something of a popular sport
among exhibitors the world over to
take pot shots at the production end
of the motion picture business,"
Small said. "Maybe there have been
times when these attacks have been
justified. But there have also been
plenty of times when these barbs
were an obvious effort to gloss over
the mistakes of exhibitors them-
selves. Now that we need every
ounce of energy to save the very
life of the industry, we will have
to swim together or sink separately.
"The double bill must go. In the

first place, double bills are a mark
of poor showmanship. They came
because some people in the business
did not have enough showmanship
instinct to know how to meet declin-

ing revenues. They are also a mark
of greed. There are times in every
business when it is essential to lose

money to maintain a standard.

"Too many exhibitors were un-
willing to lose money on this basis,

became panicky and turned to double
bills, dishes, automobiles, stoves and
a thousand other things at a time
when they should have turned on
all the power of showmanship. It

was the easy way, but like every-
thing that comes easy, the eventual
price is a costly, almost destructive
one.

"The news that the double bill

is being supplanted in some places
by the triple bill is appalling. This
is simply a case where too much
candy poisons the system. They're
trying to hand the public more en-
tertainment than it can digest and
the result is an attack of business
indigestion that threatens to become
fatal.

"Exhibitors complain that double
bills and now triple bills cut down
their revenue. That is only natural.
But think what it does to the pro-
ducer when the revenue from a
single four or five-hour show has
to be split two or three ways. The
exhibitor must realize that if he
hopes to continue getting top flight

product he will have to treat the
producer on a partnership basis,

helping to absorb the losses as well
as the profits."

PRC Sets Release Dates

Leon Fromkess of Producers Re-
leasing Corp. announces the follow-
ing release schedule for July and
August: "Billy the Kid Outlawed,"
starring Bob Steele, July 20; "Gun
Code," starring Tim McCoy, July
28; "Desire to Live," melodrama,
Aug. 16; "Riders of Black Moun-
tain," starring Tim McCoy, Aug. 23;
and "Cross Roads of Life," melo-
drama, Sept. 1.



The Film Daily's Calenda
A list of English-speaking features released since Feb. 14, 1940, by compa>

dates: FD: indicates date of FILM DAILY review. Names are the princi

with FILM DAILY revieu

COLUMBIA
Pioneers of the Frontier, 58 mins. . . .2-1-40

FD: 2-14-40. Bill Elliott, Linda Winters

Too Many Husbands, 84 mins 3-21-40

FD: 3-8-40. Fred MacMurray, Jean

Parker, Melvyn Douglas

Convicted Woman, 66 mins 1-31-40

FD: 3-8-40. Rochelle Hudson, Frieda ln-

escourt

Blazing Six-Shooters, 61 mins 4-11-40

FD: 3-12-40. Charles Starrett, Iris Mere-

dith

Texas Stagecoach, 59 mins 3-20-40

FD: 4-3-40. Charles Starrett, Iris Mere-

dith

Blondie on a Budget, 73 mins 2-29-40

FD: 4-10-40. Penny Singleton, Arthur

Lake
Five Little Peppers At Home, 65 mins.2-8-40

FD: 4-10-40. Edith Fellows, Clarence

Kolb, Dorothy Peterson

Konga, the Wild Stallion, 65 mins. .8-30-39

FD: 4-10-40. Fred Stone, Rochelle Hudson

Man With Nine Lives, The, 73 mins.

4-18-40

FD: 5-3-40. Boris Karloff, Roger Pryor,

Jc Ann Sayers

Men Without Souls, 62 mins 3-14-40

FD: 5-20-40. John Litel, Barton McLane,

Rochelle Hudson
Twenty-one Days Together, 72 mins.

5-16-40

FD: 5-27-40. Vivien Leigh, Laurence

Olivier, Leslie Banks

Island of Doomed Men, 67 mins. . .
.5-20-40

FD: 6-13-40. Peter Lorre, Rochelle Hud-

son, Robert Wilcox

Man from Tumbleweeds, The, 59 mins
5-20-40

FD: 6-14-40. Bill Elliott, Iris Meredith

Babies for Sale, 64 mins 5-16-40

FD: 6-14-40. Rochelle Hudson, Glenn

Ford, Miles Mander
Doctor Takes a Wife, The, 89 mins.. 4-25-40

FD: 6-17-40. Loretta Young, Ray Milland,

Reginald Gardner, Gai! Patrick

Passport to Alcatraz, 60 mins 6-6-40

FD: 6-18-40. Jack Holt, Noah Beery,

Jr., Cecilia Callejo

Lone Wolf Meets a Lady, The, 71 mins.

5-30-40

FD: 6-18-40. Warren William, Jean Muir,

Eric Blore

Mad Men of Europe, 73 mins 6-3-40

FD: 6-26-40. Edmund Gwenn, Mary Ma-
guire. Paul von Hernreid

Itf-G-itf

Northwest Passage, 125 mins 2-23-40

FD: 2-12-40. Spencer Tracy, Robert

Young, Ruth Hussey

Young Tom Edison, 82 mins 3-15-40

FD: 2-13-40. Mickey Rooney, Fay Bainter,

George Bancroft

Broadway Melody of 1940, 102 mins. .2-9-40

FD: 2-14-40. Fred Astaire, Eleanor Powell

Henry Goes Arizona, 66 mins 12-8-39

FD: 2-20-40. Frank Morgan, Virginia

Weidler, Guy Kibbee

Man from Dakota, The, 75 mins. . .2-16-40

FD: 2-23-40. Wallace Beery, John How-
ard, Dolores Del Rio

Strange Cargo, 105 mins 4-1-40

FD: 3-5-40. Joan Crawford, Clark Gable

Florian, 91 mins 3-29-40

FD: 4-1-40. Robt. Young, Helen Gilbert,

Chas. Coburn

Dr. Kildare's Strange Case, 76 mins. 4- 12-40

FD: 4-16-40. Lew Ayres, Lionel Barry-

more

And One Was Beautiful, 93 mins 4-5-40
FD: 4-17-40. Laraine Day, Robert Cum-

mings, Jean Muir
Forty Little Mothers, 90 mins 4-26-40

FD: 4-19-40. Eddie Cantor, Judith An-
derson, Ralph Morgan

Twenty-Mule Team, 84 mins 5-3-40
FD: 4-30-40. Wallace Beery, Leo Carrillo,

Marjorie Rambeau
Two Girls on Broadway, 71 mins. . . .4-19-40

FD: 4-30-40. Lana Turner, George Mur-
phy, Joan Blondell

Waterloo Bridge, 103 mins 5-17-40
FD: 5-16-40. Vivien Leigh, Robert Tay-

lor, Lucile Watson, Aubrey Smith
Edison, the Man, 107 mins 5-10-40

FD: 5-17-40. Spencer Tracy, Rita John-
son, Lynne Overman, Chas. Coburn

Phantom Raiders, 70 mins 5-31-40
FD: 5-28-40. Walter Pidgeon, Donald
Meek, Jos. Schildkraut

Susan and God, 115 mins 6-7-40
FD: 6-4-40. Joan Crawford, Fredric March

Mortal Storm, The, 100 mins 6-14-40
FD: 6-11-40. Margaret Sullavan, James

Stewart, Robert Young, Frank Morgan
New Moon, 105 mins 6-28-40

FD: 6-18-40. Jeanette MacDonald, Nel-
son Eddy, Mary Boland

Captain Is a Lady, The, 63 mins.. .6-21-40

FD: 6-26-40. Charles Coburn, Beulah

Bondi, Virginia Grey
Andy Hardy Meets a Debutante, 86 mins.

7-5-40
FD: 7-2-40. Mickey Rooney, Judy Gar-

land, Lewis Stone

MISCELLANEOUS
Face Behind the Scar, The, 71 mins.

FD: 3-13-40. Griffith Jones, Rosalyn

Boulter

Fight for Life, The (U. S. Film Service),

69 mins.

FD: 3-18-40. Myron McCormick, Storrs

Haynes

Broken Strings (Int. Roadshow-Borden), 60
mins.

FD: 3-18-40. Clarence Muse, Cyril Lewis

Outsider, The (Alliance Films), 90 mins.

FD: 3-21-40. George Sanders, Mary Ma-
guire

Monkey Into Man (World Pictures), 60
mins.

FD: 3-22-40. Depicts evolution of man.
Lights Out in Europe (Mayer & Burstyn),

66 mins.

FD: 4-3-40. Documentary film.

Killers of the Wild (Times), 57 mins.

FD: 4-3-40. Joan Valerie, James Bush

American Gang Busters, The (Times), 60
mins.

FD: 4-3-40. Documentary G-Man film.

Hidden Menace, The, 56 mins.

FD: 4-10-40. Otto Kruger, Gertrude
Michael

George Washington Carver, 69 mins.

FD: 4-16-40. Dr. Geo. W. Carver, Booker
T. Washington, 111

Secrets of a Model 60 mins.

FD: 4-18-40. Sharon Lee, Phyllis Barry

Mr. Washington Goes to Town (Dixie

National)

FD: 4-19-40. F. E. Miller, Mantan More-
land

Captain Moonlight (Atlas Film Exchange),

60 mins.

FD: 4-26-40. John Garrick, Winifred
Shotter

Men with Steel Faces (Times Pictures),

70 mins.

FD: 5-2-40. Gene Autry, Frankie Darro

Suicide Legion (Film Alliance), 54 mins.

FD: 5-9-40. Tullio Carminati, Lilli Pal-

mer, John Garrick

Song of the Road (Select Attractions), 71

mins.

FD: 5-13-40. Harry Lauder, Ruth Haven,

Ethel Glendinning

Mad Youth (Atlas Film Exchange), 61 mins.

FD: 5-20-40. Mary Ainslee, Betty Comp-
son, Betty Atkinson

Leopard Men of Africa, The, 65 mins.

FD: 6-25-40. African adventure film.

MONOGRAM
East Side Kids, 62 mins 2-10-40

FD: 2-19-40, Leon Ames, Dennis Moore,

Joyce Bryant

Westbound Stage, 57 mins 12-15-39

FD: 2-27-40. Tex Ritter, Muriel Evans

Human Monster, The, 73 mins 3-9-40

FD: 3-12-40. Bela Lugosi, Hugh Wil-

liams

Phantom Strikes, The, 58 mins 11-15-39

FD: 3-21-40. Wilfred Lawson, Sonnie

Hale

Midnight Limited, 61 mins 3-20-40

FD: 3-22-40. John King, Marjorie Rey-

nolds

Son of the Navy, 72 mins 3-30-40

FD: 4-10-40. James Dunn, Jean Parker

Tomboy, 70 mins 4-5-20

FD: 4-24-40. Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae
Jones, Grant Withers

Rhythm of the Rio Grande, 54 mins. .3-2-40

FD: 4-26-40. Tex Ritter, Suzan Dale

Pals of the Silver Sage, 52 mins 4-20-40
FD: 5-2-40. Tex Ritter, Sugar Dawn

Mysterious Mr. Reeder, The, 61 mins.

4-30-40
FD: 5-9-40. Will Fyffe, Kay Walsh,
George Curzon, Chili Boucher

Covered Wagon Trails, 52 mins. .. .4-20-40
FD: 5-9-40. Jack Randall, Sally Cairns,

David Sharpe

Murder on the Yukon, 58 mins. .2-25-40
FD: 5-20-40. James Newill, Polly Ann

Young, Dave O'Brien

On the Spot, 62 mins 6-11-40
FD: 6-4-40. Frankie Darro, Mantan More-

land, Mary Kornman
Wild Horse Range, 58 mins 6-18-40

FD: 6-18-40. Jack Randall, Frank Yaco-
nelli, Tom London

Last Alarm, The, 61 mins 6-25-40
FD: 6-25-40. J. Farrell MacDonald, Polly

Ann Young, Warren Hull

Land of Six Guns, 54 mins 5-2-40
FD: 6-26-40. Jack Randall, Louise Stanley

Danger Ahead, 60 mins 1-10-40
FD: 7-3-40. James Newill, Dorothea

Kent, Gut Usher
Yukon Flight, 57 mins 12-5-39

FD: 7-2-40. James Newill, Louise Stan-
ley, Dave O'Brien

Golden Trail, The, 52 mins 7-3-40
FD: 7-8-40. Tex Ritter, Slim Andrews,

Ina Guest

PARAMOUNT
Seventeen, 78 mins 3-1-40

FD: 2-20-40. Jackie Cooper, Betty Field
Women Without Names, 62 mins. .3-15-40

FD: 2-20-40. Ellen Drew, Robert Paige,
Judith Barrett

Road to Singapore, 84 mins 3-22-40
FD: 2-26-40. Bing Crosby, Dorothy La-

mour, Bob Hope
Knights of the Range, 68 mins 3-29-40

FD: 2-26-40. Russell Hayden, Victor
Jory, Jean Parker

Showdown, The, 65 mins 2-16-' 1

FD: 4-5-40. William Boyd, Russell Ha)

den

Adventure in Diamonds, 76 mins. .. .4-5-4

FD: 4-5-40. Isa Miranda, Geo. Bren

John Loder /^xl
Dr. Cyclops, 75 mins 4-

FD: 3-8-40. Albert Dekker, Thos. csffj

ley, Janice Logan
Biscuit Eater, The, 81 mins 4-26-4

FD: 4-12-40. Billy Lee, Cordell Hickman
Richard Lane

Buck Benny Rides Again, 82 mins.. 5-30-4

FD: 4-16-40. Jack Benny, Ellen Drew'

Andy Devine

Emergency Squad, 65 mins 1-5-4

FD: 4-18-40. William Henry, Louis

Campbell
Light of Western Stars, The, 67 mins

5-24-41

FD: 4-22-40. Victor Jory, Jo Ann Sayen I

Russell Hayden
Parole Fixer, 68 mins 2-2-4

FD: 4-26-40. Lyle Talbot, Robert Paige

Virginia Dale

^Typhoon, 70 mins 5-17-4 i

FD: 4-30-40. Dorothy Lamour, Rober/

Preston, Lynne Overman
French Without Tears, 67 mins. .. .4-19-4

FD: 5-7-40. Ray Milland, Ellen Drew i

Opened by Mistake, 67 mins 5-10-4

FD: 5-13-40. Charlie Ruggles, Janice Lo.'

gan, Robert Paige

Those Were the Days, 70 mins 6-21-4

FD: 5-22-40. William Holden, Bonit,

Granville, Ezra Stone
Hidden Gold, 61 mins 6-7-4

FD: 5-24-40. William Boyd, Russell Hay
den, Ruth Rogers

Safari, 80 mins 6-14-4 "

FD: 6-4-40. Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Made
leine Carroll

Way of All Flesh, 86 mins 7-5-4 -

FD: 6-11-40. Akim Tamiroff, Glady:
"

George, Wm. Henry, Muriel Angelus
Ghost Breakers, The, 82 mins 6-21-4C

FD: 6-13-40. Bob Hope, Paulette God
dard, Richard Carlson

Untamed, 83 mins 7-26-4

'

;

FD: 7-2-40. Ray Milland, Patricia Mori .

son, Akim Tamiroff
Queen of the Mob, 61 mins 6-28-4C

FD: 7-3-40. Ralph Bellamy, Blanche,.

Yurka, J. Carrol Naish, Jean Cagney ~]

PRODUCERS RELEASING
CORP.

Frontier Crusader, 62 mins 6-21

FD: 6-14-40. Tim McCoy, Dorothy Shor

Carl Hackett

RKO RADIO
Vigil in the Night, 96 mins 2-9-40

FD: 2-23-40. Carole Lombard, Brian

Aherne

Millionaire Playboy, 64 mins 3-15-4C

FD: 2-27-40. Joe Penner, Linda Hayes
Legion of the Lawless, 59 mins 1-5-40

FD: 2-27-40. George O'Brien, Virginia

Vale

Isle of Destiny, 95 mins 3-8-40

FD: 3-6-40. William Gargan, Wallace

Ford, June Lang
Marines Fly High, The, 68 mins. .. .12-2-40

FD: 3-8-40. Richard Dix, Chester Mor-

ris, Lucille Ball

Little Orvie, 65 mins 3-1-4C

FD: 3-12-40. John Sheffield, Ernest Truei

Primrose Path, 93 mins 3-22-40

FD: 3-18-40. Ginger Rogers, Joel McCrea.
Marjorie Rambeau
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! rates Technicolor production.

rageous Dr. Christian, The, 67 mins.

4-5-40

Hersholt, Tom Neal,

11 i c

liar
1 Alw>

D: 3-25-40. Jean

Dorothy Lovett

I
it Takes Over, The, 69 mins 6-7-40

5-27-40. George Sanders, Wendy
rrie, Jonathan Hale

Always Pays, 66 mins 6-21-40

D: 6-18-40. Leon Errol, Dennis O'Keefe,

Adele Pearce

le of Windy Poplars, 88 mins. . .6-28-40

D: 6-19-40. Anne Shirley, James Elli-

son, Henry Travers

: of Divorcement, A, 74 mins. .. .5-31-40

D: 4-8-40. Maureen O'Hara, Adolphe

Menjou, Fay Bainter

tain Call, 60 mins 4-26-40
: D: 4-10-40. Barbara Read, Alan Mow-

bray, Martin Spellman

let Code, 58 mins 4-5-40

3
:D: 4-10-40. George O'Brien, Virginia

Vale

ne, 104 mins 5-3-40
: D: 4-19-40. Anna Neagle, Ray Milland,

Roland Young, May Robson

Favorite Wife, 88 mins 5-17-40

i

:D: 5-3-40. Irene Dunne, Cary Grant,

Gail Patrick, Randolph Scott

Can't Fool Your Wife, 65 mins. 5-24-40

D: 5-21-40. Lucille Ball, James Ellison

,m Brown's School Days, 86 mins.. 6- 14-40

-D: 6-24-40. Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Fred-

die Bartholomew, Jimmy Lydon, Jose-

phine Hutchinson

llionaires in Prison, 63 mins 7-12-40
:D: 6-27-40. Lee Tracy, Linda Hayes,

Raymond Walburn

irie Law, 59 mins 6-14-40

•D: 6-27-40. George O'Brien, Virginia

Vale, Dick Hogan

Jss-Country Romance, 68 mins.. .7-19-40
: D: 6-28-40. Gene Raymond, Wendy Bar-

rie, Hedda Hopper

REPUBLIC

:-'

ii

i
:.

neers of the West, 56 mins 3-10-40

D: 3-12-40. The Three Mesquiteers

icho Grande, 68 mins 3-22-40

D: 3-25-40. Gene Autry, Smiley Burn-

ette

gotten Girls, 68 mins 3-15-40

D: 3-27-40. Louise Piatt, Donald Woods

st Valley Raiders, 57 mins 3-26-40

D: 4-3-40. Donald Barry, Lona Andre

k Command, 94 mins 4-15-40

D: 4-5-40. Claire Trevor, John Wayne,
Walter Pidgeon

Yo Silver, 69 mins 4-10-40
D: 4-16-40. Lee Powell, Chief Thunder
Cloud

andpa Goes to Town, 66 mins. . . .4-19-40

D: 4-24-40. James, Lucille and Russell

Gleason, Harry Davenport

Old Missouri, 67 mins 4-17-40
: D: 5-3-40. Weaver Bros, and Elviry

vered Wagon Days, 56 mins. .. .4-22-40
rD: 5-9-40. Bob Livingston, Raymond

Hatton, Duncan Renaldo

:oked Road, The, 66 mins 5-10-40
r D: 5-15-40. Edmund Lowe, Henry Wil-

coxon, Irene Hervey

ucho Serenade, 66 mins 5-10-40
FD: 5-15-40. Gene Autry, Smiley Burn-

ette, June Storey

;ngs of Chicago, 66 mins 5-17-40

r

'FD: 5-21-40. Lloyd Nolan, Barton Mc-
Lane, Ray Middleton

Young Buffalo Bill, 59 mins 4-12-40

FD: 5-28-40. Roy Rogers, George Hayes,

Pauline Moore
Rocky Mountain Rangers, 58 mins. .5-24-40

FD: 5-31-40. Robert Livingston, Raymond

Hatton, Duncan Renaldo

Women in War, 71 mins 6-6-40

FD: 5-27-40. Elsie Janis, Wendy Barrie,

Patric Knowles

Refugee, The, 79 mins 7-3-40

FD: 6-14-40. John Wayne, Sigrid Gurie,

Chas. Coburn

Carson City Kid, The, 57 mins 6-27-40

FD: 6-19-40. Roy Rogers, George "Gab-

by" Hayes, Bob Steele

Wagons Westward, 70 mins 6-19-40

FD: 6-24-40. Chester Morris, Anita Lou-

ise, Buck Jones, Ona Munson
One Man's Law, 57 mins 6-29-40

FD: 7-8-40. Don "Red" Barry, Janet

Waldo, Dub Taylor

20th CENTURY-FOX
Charlie Chan in Panama, 67 mins. . . .3-1-40

FD-2-27-40. Sidney Toler, Jean Rogers,

Lionel Atwill

Shooting High, 65 mins 4-26-40

FD: 3-8-40. Jane Withers, Gene Autry

They Came by Night, 73 mins 2-23-40

FD: 3-12-40. Will Fyffe, Phyllis Calvert

Young as You Feel, 59 mins. (Jones Fam-
ily) . .2-16-40

FD: 3-13-40. Jed Prouty, Spring Byington

Viva Cisco Kid, 70 mins 4-12-40

FD: 3-25-40. Cesar Romero, Jean Rogers

Johnny Apollo, 93 mins 4-19-40

FD: 4-16-40. Tyrone Power, Lloyd Nolan,

Dorothy Lamour

Free. Blonde and 21, 67 mins 3-29-40

FD: 4-19-40. Lynn Bari, Mary Beth

Hughes, Henry Wilcoxon

Star Dust, 85 mins 4-5-40

FD: 5-7-40. Linda Darnell, John Payne,

Roland Young

Charlie Chan's Murder Cruise, 75 mins.

6-21-40

FD: 5-7-40. Sidney Toler, Marjorie

Weaver, Lionel Atwill

Lillian Russell, 127 mins 5-24-40

FD: 5-16-40. Alice Faye, Don Ameche,
Henry Fonda

So This Is London, 84 mins 5-3-40

FD: 5-20-40. George Sanders, Robertson

Hare, Betron Churchill

I Was An Adventuress, 81 mins. . .5-10-40

FD: 5-24-40. Zorina, Richard Greene,

Erich von Stroheim

Four Sons, 89 mins 6-14-40

FD: 6-4-40. Don Ameche, Eugenie Leon-
tovich, Mary Beth Hughes

Manhattan Heartbeat, 72 mins. .. .7-12-40

FD: 6-5-40. Robert Sterling, Virginia Gil-

more, Joan Davis

Earthbound, 67 mins 6-7-40

FD: 6-13-40. Warner Baxter, Andrea
Leeds, Lynn Bari

On Their Own, 63 mins 5-17-40
FD: 6-14-40. Spring Byington, Ken How-

ell, Geo. Ernest

Girl in 313, 56 mins..: 5-31-40

FD: 6-17-40. Florence Rice, Kent Tay-

lor, Lionel Atwill

Lucky Cisco Kid, 68 mins 6-28-40

FD: 6-28-40. Cesar Romero, Mary Beth

Hughes, Chris-Pin Martin

-Maryland, 92 mins 7-14-40

FD: 7-2-40. Walter Brennan, Fay Bain-

ter, Brenda Joyce, John Payne

Street of Memories, 71 mins 8-9-40

FD: 7-2-40. Lynn Roberts, Guy Kibbee,

John McGuire
Sailor's Lady, 66 mins 7-5-40

FD: 7-3-40. Nancy Kelly, Jon Hall, Wally

Vernon

UNITED ARTISTS
Chump at Oxford, A. (Hal Roach), 63 mins.

2-16-40

FD: 2-20-40. Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy

House Across the Bay, The (Wanger), 72

mins... 3-1-40

FD: 3-1-40. George Raft, Joan Bennett

My Son, My Son (Small), 115 mins.. 3-22-40

FD: 3-6-40. Madeleine Carroll, Brian

Aherne
Rebecca (Selznick), 127 mins. .. .4-12-40

FD: 3-26-40. Laurence Olivier, Joan Fon-

taine

One Million B.C. (Roach), 80 mins.. 4-5-40

FD: 4-16-40. Victor Mature, Carole Lan-

dis, Lon Chaney, Jr.

Saps at Sea (Roach), 57 mins 4-19-40

FD: 5-3-40. Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy,

Ben Turpin

Turnabout (Roach), 83 mins 5-17-40

FD: 5-7-40. Adolphe Menjou, Carole

Landis, John Hubbard

Our Town (Lesser), 90 mins 5-24-40

FD: 5-13-40. William Holden, Martha

Scott, Frank Craven, Thomas Mitchell

UNIVERSAL
Oh, Johnny, How You Can Love, 63 mins.

1-5-40

FD: 2-14-40. Tom Brown, Peggy Moran

Honeymoon Deferred, 59 mins. .. .2-16-40

FD: 2-19-40. Edmund Lowe, Margaret

Lindsay

Man from Montreal, 60 mins 12-8-39

FD: 3-4-40. Richard Arlen, Andy Devine

Double Alibi, 60 mins 3-1-40

FD: 3-12-40. Wayne Morris, Margaret

Lindsay

It's a Date, 103 mins 3-22-40

FD: 3-25-40. Deanna Durbin, Kay Fran-

cis, Walter Pidgeon

Zanzibar, 69 mins 3-8-40

FD: 4-3-40. Lola Lane, James Craig

Black Friday, 70 mins 4-12-40

FD: 4-5-40. Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi,

Anne Nagel

"Ma, He's Making Eyes at Me," 60 mins.

3-15-40

FD: 4-8-40. Tom Brown, Constance

Moore
Danger on Wheels, 61 mins 2-2-40

FD: 4-16-40. Richard Arlen, Andy Devine

House of the Seven Gables, The, 89 mins.

4-12-40

FD: 4-18-40. Vincent Price, Margaret

Lindsay, George Sanders

Enemy Agent, 61 mins 4-19-40

FD: 4-26-40. Richard Cromwell, Helen

Vinson, Robert Armstrong

If I Had My Way, 94 mins 5-3-40

FD: 4-30-40. Bing Crosby, Gloria Jean,

Chas. Winninger
West of Carson City, 57 mins 1-19-40

FD: 5-13-40. Johnny Mack Brown, Bob

Baker, Fuzzy Knight

La Conga Nights, 60 mins 5-31-40

FD: 5-20-40. Hugh Herbert, Dennis

O'Keefe, Constance Moore
Alias the Deacon, 72 mins 5-17-40

FD: 5-20-40. Bob Burns, Mischa Auer,

Dennis O'Keefe
Riders of Pasco Basin, 56 mins 4-5-40

FD: 5-20-40. Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy

Knight, Bob Baker

Sandy is a Lady, 64 mins 6-14-40

FD: 5-21-40. Baby Sandy, Batch and

Buddy, Eugene Pallette, Nan Grey

I Can't Give You Anything but Love Baby,

61 mins.. 6-21-40

FD: 5-21-40. Broderick Crawford, Peggy

Moran, Johnny Downs
Ski Patrol, 64 mins 5-10-40

FD: 5-22-40. Philip Dorn, Luli Deste,

Samuel S. Hinds

Framed, 61 mins 2-23-40

FD: 5-28-40. Frank Albertson, Constance

Moore, Jerome Cowan
Half a Sinner, 59 mins 4-5-40

FD: 6-5-40. Heather Angel, John King,

Constance Collier

Private Affairs, 75 mins 7-5-40

FD: 6-13-40. Hugh Herbert, Nancy Kelly,

Roland Young
Bad Man from Red Butte, 58 mins. .5-31-40

FD: 6-14-40. Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy

Knight, Bob Baker

Hot Steel, 61 mins 7-12-40

FD: 6-26-40. Richard Arlen, Andy Devine,

Peggy Moran

WARNER RROS.
Three Cheers for the Irish, 100 mins.

3-16-40

FD: 3-8-40. Thomas Mitchell, Priscilla

Lane, Dennis Morgan

Castle on the Hudson, 77 mins 2-19-40

FD: 3-8-40. John Garfield, Ann Sheridan,

Pat O'Brien

-Virginia City, 121 mins 3-23-40

FD: 3-18-40. Errol Flynn, Miriam Hopkins,

Randolph Scott

Granny Get Your Gun, 56 mins 2-10-40

FD: 3-19-40. May Robson, Harry Daven-

port

It All Came True, 97 mins 4-6-40

FD: 4-5-40. Ann Sheridan, Humphrey
Bogart, Jeffrey Lynn

Till We Meet Again, 99 mins 4-20-40

FD: 4-11-40. George Brent, Merle Oberon,

Pat O'Brien

Saturday's Children, 101 mins 5-11-40

FD: 4-17-40. John Garfield, Anne Shirley,

Claude Rains

King of the Lumberjacks, 58 mins.. 4-13-40

FD: 4-18-40. John Payne, Gloria Dickson,

Stanley Fields

Torrid Zone, 88 mins 5-25-40

FD: 5-13-40. James Cagney, Ann Sheri-

dan, Pat O'Brien

Angel From Texas, An, 69 mins. .. .4-27-40

FD: 5-15-40. Eddie Albert, Rosemary

Lane, Wayne Morris

Tear Gas Squad, 55 mins 5-4-40

FD: 5-15-40. Dennis Morgan, John Payne,

Gloria Dickson

Flight Angels, 74 mins 5-18-40

FD: 5-29-40. Dennis Morgan, Wayne
Morris, Virginia Bruce

Brother Orchid, 91 mins 6-8-14

FD: 5-31-40. Edward G. Robinson, Ann
Sothern, Humphrey Bogart, Ralph

Bellamy

All This and Heaven Too, 143 mins.. 6-29-40

FD: 6-17-40. Bette Davis, Charles Boyer,

Barbara O'Neil, Jeffrey Lynn
My Love Came Back, 81 mins 7-13-40

FD: 6-28-40. Olivia de Havilland, Jeffrey

Lynn, Eddie Albert

Man Who Talked Too Much, The, 75 mins.

7-6-40

FD: 7-8-40. George Brent, Virginia

Bruce, Richard Barthelmess
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Holiday Week-end

Biz Shows Gains

(Continued from Page 1)

week-end "takes" further reflected

the accelerated b.o. pace.
Reports filtering in from out of

town indicated good business all

over the country. RKO and Loew's
claimed "much better" business for
this Fourth, due to Thursday being
an opening day, and also, in the case
of Loew's, because "Andy Hardy
Meets Debutante" opened in a num-
ber of situations.

Highlight on Broadway was
Warner's "All This and Heaven
Too," which opened at the Music
Hall and did the biggest gross the
house ever did on a Fourth of July—
this despite its length which cut
down the turnover.
"The Mortal Storm," starting a

third week at the Capitol, chalked
up the second biggest day of the
run, while "The Ghost Breakers,"
opening at the Paramount Wednes-
day, set a two-day record for the
house and did the best holiday busi-
ness recorded in three years. At
other houses, it was much the same
story.

Business continued good over the
balance of the week-end with most
houses reporting waiting lines.

Fineman-Shapiro Buy
C. S. Philbrook Theater

Pittsburgh—Fineman & Shapiro
who now operate five film theaters
in this city and nearby towns, and
who recently took over the Sherrod
Temple in Sheraden, a suburb, which
they are converting into a 1000 seat
theater, have also purchased the

Sheraden Theater from C. S. Phil-

brook. Sale is effective Sept. 1.

Seek Possession of Ritz

Indianapolis—A suit claiming un-
paid rent and asking immediate pos-
session of the Ritz Theater real es-

tate, and $10,000 damages was filed

in Superior Court, by Mr. and Mrs.
Oscar Markun, owners. Defendants
are Oral C. Stewart, Indianapolis

Ritz Theater Co., receiver; Charles
M. Olson, company stockholder;

Jean D. Marks and William A. Bren-
nan.

GlaspeU Novel to Columbia
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Columbia has bought

Susan Glaspell's new novel, "The
Morning is Near Us," and is angling
for Irene Dunne to play the lead.

B. P. Schulberg is set to produce.

Berenson to Manage Club
Chicago— Joe Berenson has been

named manager of the Amusement
Club with headquarters in the

Stevens Hotel. Club is the successor

to the old CAPA.

Postal Clerk on Film Com.
Milwaukee—Latest appointee to

the Motion Picture Commission here

by Mayor Carl F. Zeidler is Valen-

tine J. Wells, a postal clerk.

REVIEWS Of DCIII nLmSQoldwyii'sConiplainI

Vs. Korda Dismissed"The Man Who Talked
Too Much"

with George Brent, Virginia Bruce,

Richard Barthelmess
Warners 75 Mins.

GANGSTER MELLER WILL SERVE NICE-

LY AS GENERAL OFFERING.

A remake of "The Mouthpiece," this new
Warner film will serve nicely as a general
offering. In George Brent and Virginia

Bruce the exhibitor has names with some
exploitation value, and gangster pictures

can always be effectively exploited. The
story has been refurbished and a few new
twists added to change it from its original

form, but it is prone to drag in some places

where punch action should have been in-

jected. George Brent, Virginia Bruce, Wil-
liam Lundigan, Brenda Marshall and Richard

Barthelmess fill the top roles. Barthelmess

as a gang leader, and George Tobias as a

gangster muscle man, are particularly effec-

tive. Vincent Sherman directed.

Brent quits his job as assistant district at-

torney when a boy he sent to the chair is

proven innocent after the execution. He
moves to cheap law offices and his faithful

secretary, Miss Bruce, tags along with him.

Things go badly until he sacrifices his ideals

to work for Barthelmess, a gang leader.

Shortly afterwards his brother, Lundigan,

graduates from law school and he is made
an associate in the firm. He soon learns

the nature of Brent's business and doesn't

like it.

Finally, Lundigan turns over to the FBI

evidence that will convict Barthelmess and

some of his henchmen. Barthelmess frames

Lundigan with a murder charge after Brent

has broken with his brother over what he

has done. Brent defends him, but loses.

However, a fast finish saves Lundigan from

the chair and puts the gang where it be-

longs.

CAST: George Brent, Virginia Bruce,

Brenda Marshall, Richard Barthelmess, Wil-

liam Lundigan, George Tobias, John Litel,

Henry Armetta, David Bruce, Clarence Kolb,

Louis Jean Heydt, Marc Lawrence, Ed Stam-

ley, Kay Sutton, Elliott Sullivan, Dick Rich,

Phyllis Hamilton, John Ridgely, William For-

rest, Maris Wrixon.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Edmund
Grainger; Director, Vincent Sherman;

Screenplay, Walter DeLeon and Tom Reed;

From a play by F. J. Collins; Cameraman.

Sid Hickox; Editor, Thomas Pratt.

DIRECTION, O.K. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

Hornell Council Imposes
Billboard Tax and Fees

Rochester— A 10-cents a square

foot tax on billboards has been im-

posed by the city council in nearby
Hornell. Under provisions of the

new law, billboard owners are re-

quired to pay a 50 cent fee for an
application, and a $2 license fee for

each board in addition to the 10

cents a square foot tax.

A bond of $5,000 for each bill-

board is also required to safeguard
the city against any damage or suit

which may arise from the granting
of the license. One firm has 27 bill-

boards in Hornell.

"One Man's Law"
with Don "Red" Barry, Janet Waldo,

Dub Taylor

Republic 57 Mins.

ACTIONFUL AND SNAPPILY PACED
HORSE OPERA IS CERTAIN TO PLEASE
ACTION FANS.

Latest in the series Republic is producing

with Don Barry, this one has punch, plenti-

ful action and a fast pace. It will certainly

please the horse opera and action fans as

guns bark and fists fly continuously through-

out the picture. Barry is supported by Janet

Waldo, his faithful sidekick, Dub Taylor,

George Cleveland, Edmund Cobb and Rex

Lease, latter two the principal villains in

the piece. George Sherman directs the

picture with an eye to continuous action,

and he succeeds admirably.

Barry and Taylor ride into the town of

Trailcross, with Taylor boosting Barry as a

demon gun thrower. The citizens are natur-

ally afraid of him and want to get rid of

him, but after Cobb's gang make a lot, of

trouble and Barry chases them out of town

they make him marshal. Cobb, unknown
as the gangleader, has two henchmen ride

with Barry when he goes to another town to

deposit the citizens' share of the money
which will bring the railroad to the town.

Slugged and robbed, Barry has quite a time

before he recovers the money, uncovers

Cobb and cleans matters up in general.

CAST: Don "Red" Barry, Janet Waldo,
George Cleveland, Dub Taylor, Edmund
Cobb, Dick Elliot, J. H. McNamara, Robert

Frazer, Rex Lease, E. Peil, Sr., Snowflake.

CREDITS: Associate Producer and Direc-

tor, George Sherman; Original Screenplay,

Bennett Cohen and Jack Natteford; Camera-
man, Reggie Lanning; Editor, L. Orlebeck.

DIRECTION, Fast. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

"The Golden Trail"
with Tex Ritter, Slim Andrews, Ina Guest
Monogram 52 Mins.

TEX RITTER FANS WILL PROBABLY
LIKE THIS ONE, BUT IT FALLS SHORT
OF THE MARK.

Fans who have picked Tex Ritter as their

leading western idol will probably like this

film, but it falls below the mark in sev-

eral respects. The story is sketchy, tele-

graphs every piece of action and perform-

ances are definitely amateurish as a whole.

Ritter is supported by his sidekick, Slim

Andrews, Ina Guest, Patsy Moran, Gene
Alsace and Stanley Price. Al Herman di-

rected.

Ritter and Andrews ride up too late to

prevent the murder of a miner by a maraud-
ing gang. Tex and Slim strike pay dirt, and
the gang attempts to steal their claim.

Evidence is planted on Ritter which causes

his arrest as the gang leader. The jail is

blown up by the gang to eliminate Ritter,

but he and Andrews escape, clean up the

gang and clear themselves. Audiences will

get a lot of laughs from some of the situa-

tions and dialogue.

CAST: Tex Ritter, Slim Andrews, Ina

Guest, Patsy Moran, Gene Alsace, Stanley

Price, Warner Richmond, Eddie Dean.

CREDITS: Producer, Ed Finney; Director,

Al Herman; Original Screenplay, Rolland

Lynch; Cameraman, Marcel Le Picard; Ed-

itor, Russell Schoengarth.

DIRECTION, O.K. PHOTOGRAPHY, O.K.

(Continued from Page 1)

days to amend his complaint agains 1

UA so as to separately state ant
number three different distinct causes
of action against that company.
Judge Leibell said that Goldwyn was
seeking three forms of relief, w^* '

\

were, an injunction, to be effec

until September, 1945, to restrain
UA from interfering with the dis-

tribution of Goldwyn's films, and to I

recognize Goldwyn's notice of can-
cellation of his UA contract; to com-
pel an accounting for moneys al-

legedly due to Goldwyn for distribu-

tion; and finally for damages for

charged interference with the dis-

tribution of Goldwyn's motion pic-

ture "The Westerner."
Additionally, the opinion held that

Korda, regardless of the dismissal,

must appear on a deposition before
trial to be arranged by his attorneys
at such time as Korda may be in New
York. Ground for this ruling was
the Court's conclusion that Korda
was an essential witness in the ac-

tion.

UA lost an application for an order
to direct Goldwyn to file a bill of

particulars to his complaint, Judge
Leibell stating, that the information
could be obtained by interrogatories.
Another application by UA to

strike out certain paragraphs in the
complaint was granted in part, and
denied in part. The Court upheld
UA's claim that characterization of

the relationship between Goldwyn
and UA as "fiduciary" was not prop-
erly part of the complaint.

Steuer Says Goldwyn Del.

Suit Likely to Be Dropped
Suit of Sam Goldwyn against UA,

et al, filed in Federal Court in Dela-
ware in all likelihood will be
dropped by Goldwyn, Max Steuer,
counsel for the producer, stated on
Friday.

Steuer said he was inclined to

trust to the pending New York ac-
tion inasmuch as it was much broad-
er and designed to give Goldwyn
more complete relief than was possi-

ble through the Delaware litigation.

Commenting on the decisions elim-
inating Korda and London Films as
defendants, Steuer observed it had
always been Goldwyn's contention
that they should have been omitted,
and that they had been named in

the New York suit only because of

the Delaware lower court's decision.

New Haven Population Off
New Haven—The 1940 New Hav-

en census figures show a population
of 160,257, representing a 1.5 per
cent decrease since 1930. Towns
showing an increase include: Ridge-
field, Danbury, Westpoi't, Williman-
tic, Putnam, and Windham.

Acts Set for State Lake
Chicago—Estelle Taylor and War-

ren Hymer will come into the State
Lake on the heels of Cab Calloway's
ork, current; in turn, they'll give
way to Ray Cummings' band.



I'KUIJ I* IJI L> I

2 H W 44TH ST

si

itimate in Character
iternational in Scope
idependent in Thought

:

V

The Daily Newspaper
Of Motion Pictures
Twenty-Two Years Old

DL. 78, NO. 6 NEW YORK, TUESDAY. JULY 9. 1940 TEN CENTS

tPLIT ON BLOCK-BOOKING, BLIND-SELLING

^ewsreels May Pool for So. American Coverage
rrangement Under Dis-

assion by Pathe, Para.

nd Universal Reel Execs.

Pathe, Paramount and Universal
iwsreels have been discussing a

oling arrangement for the cover-

e of South American news. With
irope regarded as a lost market,
wsreel executives believe a new
oduction source must be developed
id greater stress is to be placed
Latin American events.

Meanwhile, a large number of

wsreel men who had been assigned

j
the European war are returning
the Manhattan which is scheduled

( Continued on Page 6)

5 Features Going

efore Cameras

est Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Production, which
pped to a low last week, stages a

lick comeback this week, with 15
• ctures scheduled to start shooting,

ne roster:
At Columbia: "Blondie Goes To
he Country," with Penny Single-

•n and Arthur Lake.

! At RKO: Towne & Baker's "Lit-

e Men," with Kay Francis, Jimmy
ydon, Jack Oakie, George Ban-
oft, Charles Esmond and Ann Gil-

(Continued on Page 7)

Cleveland Operators Nix
Vage Concession Request

Cleveland—Overtures to the local

perators union by indie subsequent-
-in exhibs. for summer wage con-
issions have been rejected. It du-
licates last year's situation.

First-runs this year asked no con-
essions.

Only Old French Pix
in Parisian Theaters
Lisbon (By Cable)—French film the-

aters are again operating, but according
to word received here, bills are re-

stricted to old French films, with Amer-
ican features markedly missing. German
features and propaganda newsreels are

being shown in a special German Army
theater.

Probation for Two

In Stolen Pix Case

The Copyright Protection Bureau
las scored a second victory in Chi-
?ago in its continuing drive to stamp
out bootleg trafficking in stolen

prints, it was disclosed yesterday by
Jack H. Levin, Bureau's director of

operators.

Case climaxed in a Windy City

criminal court when A. J. Calderara,
indie distrib., entered a guilty plea

to a charge of receiving a print of

Universal's "Sutter's Gold" as stolen

property. At the same time, Walter
Johnson, also of Chicago, pleaded
guilty to being an accessory.

Pleas were entered after the State
(Continued on Page 3)

Rep Soileau Withdraws
La. Censorship Measure

Baton Rouge, La.—Rep. Soileau

has withdrawn his censorship meas-
ure from the Louisiana House. Un-
der the terms of the bill, the censor
department would have been placed

under the State Department of Edu-
cation. Licensing fee would have
been $4 a thousand feet or less.

Equity Suit Conferees Unable to Agree, Submit Two
Separate Reports; General Meeting Today Will
Consider Conflicting Proposals, Seek Solution

Special committees delegated in the Government's equity suit

to discuss both block-booking and blind-selling of films have
failed to agree upon remedial provisions, and have submitted

two separate reports on these sub-
jects, it was learned yesterday from
reliable sources. These conflicting

proposals will be considered at a
general meeting today in an effort

to reach some solution, it was
learned.
The trial of the suit was adjourn-

ed one week to July 15 by Federal
Juds'e Henry W. Goddard yesterday
on the request of J. Stephen Doyle,

(Continued on Page 3)

Gary Theater Will

Appeal Trust Suit

Chicago—Gary Theater Corp. has
filed notice through its attorney, Al-
bert Gavitt, that it will appeal the
pdverse anti-trust decision last

March to the Federal Circuit Court
of Appeals. V. U. Young, president
of the Gary companv, said the ap-
peal would be carried to the Fall

meeting of the three-man court.

Suit originally was filed in July,

1938, in the Federal Court here and
came to trial before Judge Holly who
ruled in favor of the distributors.

Kolorama Reorganization
Receives Courat Approval

Irvington, N. J.—Reorganization
f Kolorama Laboratories, Inc.,

-olor television firm, has been ap-
proved by Vice Chancellor Stein.

Court also has rejected bids of $4,-

028 made June 3 at receiver's sale

"nd instructed Receiver Herbert J.

Hannoch to return the property to

he concern's officers.

Under the new financial steup, the

-ompany will pay the receiver $1,250
as fee and $710 as expenses. He
was appointed January 11. Claims

(Continued on Page 3)

J, L & S and B&K
Cut Prices in Loop

Chicago—First Loop price cuts are in

effect. Jones, Linick & Schaefer circuit

cut prices at its Oriental Theater to

25 cents for afternoon shows and 40
cents for evening shows, with tax addi-
tional. This is a drop of 15 cents. Bal-
aban & Katz has met the cut with a

similar reduction at the State Lake The-
ater.

Goldwyn Prod'n Plans Off
Story Properties May Be Offered to Others

Survey Shows 500 Films
Playing at World's Fair

With the New York World's Fair
in full swing, the motion picture de-

partment, headed by Claude R. Col-

lins, has made a survey showing
that nearly 500 motion pictures are

(Continued on Page 6)

Samuel Goldwyn has abandoned
all production plans for an indefinite

period. It is reported that he has
informed persons close to him that

he will not attempt to make another
picture until his United Artists suit

is clarified and the European situa-

tion is defined.

It is reported that Goldwyn has
(Continued on Page 3)

Hammons Planning

Feature Production

E. W. Hammons plans to return to

active production shortly as a fea-

ture producer. The former Educa-
tional and Grand National head has
several stories under consideration
and expects to leave for the Coast
late this week to select players, a di-

rector and production staff. Deals
with important major companies are
reported to be awaiting the organ-
ization of the unit. First picture
probably will be made in the East.

"Stars Look Down" or

"Boom Town" for Astor?

"The Stars Look Down" and "Boom
Town" are being considered for the
Astor Theater, Broadway, following
the run of "Gone With the Wind."
While GWTW is slated to be with-
drawn from the nation's screens at

(Continued on Page 3)

Rainy Day Matinees
During the Summer

Sound View, Conn.—The Strand, one
of Connecticut's three Summer houses

in operation this year, has been opened
by John S. P. Glackin with one show
nightly and matinees on rainy days only.

Admission is 15-30 cents. The New
Colony, formerly the Cinema, was opened
by Adolph C. Johnson, of the Strand,

Hamden, and Albert Poulton, for showing
of exploitation pictures. "Ecstasy" is

being held a second week.
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FINANCIAL
(Monday, July 8)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2l/2%)
Columbfa Picts. pfd.. 17 17 17 — l/4
Con. Fm. Ind % 5/s 5/8
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd.... 7 63,4 7 + l/4
East. Kodak 119 118'/2 119 +1
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9'^ 9V4 9'/4 + V4
Loew's, Inc 243/4 24i/4 24l/

2
do pfd
Paramount 5 5 5 — Vs
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 73^ 73^ 73^
RKO New 3 2% 3

20th Century-Fox
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros

do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3l/

2s46..102% 1 02 1/2
102i/

2

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3

y

4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 79 79 79 + 3/i

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 9% 9 5

/s 9%
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd

Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45. 63V2 65'/2
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 57 60

"U" Sets Three for August
Universal has set three features

for August release. "Diamond Fron-
tier," formerly "Modern Monte
Cristo," goes out on the 2nd. "Boys
From Syracuse," Jules Levey's first

"U" production, on the 9th and
"Hired Wife" on the 16th.

Prudential Shorts Series 20th-Fox Players East
To be Made in Magnacolor For "Maryland" Ballyhoo

With a deal set to distribute their
"Living Hall Of Fame" shorts
through Columbia, Edmund L. Dorf-
man, prexy, and Harry Hirshfield,
vice-president, of the American In-
stitute of Motion Pictures have or-
ganized Prudential Pictures, Inc., for
the purpose of making two addition-
al series of shorts to augment their
LHOF series, it was learned yestei'-
day.
Two new series, with 12 scheduled

in each one, will be made in Mag-
nacolor and will be entitled "Know
Your America" and "At Home
Abroad." Former series will use a
quiz technique, and will center
around the historical aspects of
American cities. Production of the
first short in the "Know Your Amer-
ica" series will start in Washington
in the near future, it was said. It
is expected that a major release for
the latter two series will be closed
shortly.

William Allen White and his son
will be featured in the first short in

the LHOF series, also scheduled to
go into work shortly. The "At Home
Abroad" series will show people,
buildings and places in this coun-
try so similar to their native scene
that it will be hard to tell the dif-

ference.

British Call to Colors
Affects Richard Greene

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Checkup yesterday

shows Richard Greene the only im-
portant film player of British na-
tionality affected by the order of
the British Embassy in Washington
directing actors between 18 and 31
to return to England for military
service. Greene is under contract
to 20th-Fox.

ATAHT Will be Singled
In Wis. WB, Fox Houses

Milwaukee—Marking the first break
from the prevailing duals policy in

this territory, all Warner and Fox
houses will play Warners' ATAHT
as a single feature program. Pix
has been booked in the Warner The-
ater here for a two-week run start-

ing Thursday.

Sears on Stratoliner's

Maiden Flight to Coast

Grad Sears, Warners' general sales
manager, left last night on the mai-
den East-to-West voyage of TWA's
stratoliner for the Burbank studios,

where he will confer with H. M.
Warner, Jack L. Warner, Hal B.
Wallis and Charles Einfeld on the
new season's product. Sears will be
gone about 10 days.

Brock Discussing Score Here
Lou Brock, RKO producer, is in

town to discuss the score of his next
picture, "They Met in Argentina,"
with Richard Rodgers and Lorenz
Hart, who will write the music. Pro-
duction starts in September.

Twentieth-Fox's ballyhoo for Wed-
nesday's world premiere of "Mary-
land" in Baltimore opens today
when Tyrone Power, Brenda Joyce,
Nancy Kelly and Herman Wobber,
general manager of distribution, ar-

rive here from the Coast on the
TWA stratoliner. The players will

leave New York almost immediately
for Baltimore, and Wobber also goes
to Maryland today.

Gov. Herbert R. O'Connor will

meet the stars on arrival in Balti-

more and later in the day they will

be welcomed at the City Hall by
Mayor Howard Jackson. A Paddock
Dinner will be staged tonight at Al-
fred Gwynne Vanderbilt's Sagamore
Farms, and Miss Joyce will be made
an honorary governor of Maryland.
Tomorrow, the players will be guests
at a luncheon at the Executive Man-
sion. Station WFBR will cover the
dual premiere tomorrow night at

the New and Center theaters.
Charles E. McCarthy, William

Sussman, Rodney Bush, Earl Win-
gart, William Chambliss and Eddie
Solomon will also go from the home
office for the premiere.

Slater May Succeed
Gatelee as IA N. E. Rep.

Springfield, Mass.—No successor
to John F. Gatelee as business agent
of the Motion Picture Machine Op-
erators' Union Local 186 will be se-

lected until the regular annual meet-
ing of the union in December, it is

learned here. In the interim, the
union's business will be handled by
the union's executive board.

Herbert Slater, business agent of

the Providence Operators' Union, is

prominently mentioned as a succes-
sor to Gatelee as New England rep-
resentative of the IATSE.

Selection of the latter will be
made by the international president.

Massey, Howard, Bergner
In British-Canadian Film?

London (By Air Mail)—Produc-
tion of a movie depicting Canada's
co-operation with Great Britain in
the war is announced by the British
Ministry of Information. Film,
which will be directed by Michael
Powell, is described as a wartime
story of adventure in Canada.
Raymond Massey, Leslie Howard

and Elisabeth Bergner have been
provisionally chosen to play leading
roles.

The announcement says the Can-
adian Government had been con-
sulted and that its "approval and
assistance were immediately forth-
coming."

"Rebecca," "House Across
the Bay," B & K Dual Bill

Chicago—B & K is dualling "Re-
becca" and "House Across the Bay"
in 11 nabes day and date; 12th nabe
has "Rebecca" and "Lone Wolf
Meets a Lady."

COmiM and Gome

NICHOLAS M. SCHENCK and WILLIAM
RODCERS arrived in Hollywood yesterday
New York for huddles on the Metro lot.

N. L. NATHANSON, president of Fam
Players Canadian, is here trom Canada on bi

ness.

HERMAN WOBBER, BRENDA JOYCE, TYRO
POWER, NANCY KELLY, LARRY GINSBERG
PAULETTE GODDARD are due in this/'
on the first New York flight of TWT
Stratoliners.

HOWARD DIETZ returns to New York toi

or tomorrow after a studio visit.

JACK MERSEREAU has returned to Hollywi
after a New York visit.

JAMES E. STROOCK left yesteray for a s

week stay on the Coast.

CRAD SEARS left last night on TWA's fi

Coastbound Stratoliner flight.

E. H. GRIFFITH is here from Hollywood
a short stay on business.

MADELEINE CARROLL arrives from Euro
on the Yankee Clipper tomorrow.

ALEXANDER KORDA and BASIL BLEC
Korda's attorney, are also New York arrivi

\

today on the Stratoliner.

HAROLD SMITH, MPPDA representative
j

Paris, and his family, sail from Lisbon Thursd
on the Manhattan for New York.

CHARLES REPASS, operator of Crown, Har
ford, Conn., and family are motoring to Colun
bus to visit with son Robert, who plays on tl

Columbus nine.

LEO SPITZ, RKO special counsel, has goi

to the West Coast on both a month's busine
and vacation trip.

RUD LORENZ, Warners' Chicago distri.
l

manager, is spending his vacation at Land
Lakes, Wis.

ALLEN SPARROW, manager of Loew's Ricr

mond, Richmond, and his brother, BOYD '

SPARROW, assistant at Loew's, Wilmingtoi
are vacationing at Miami Beach.

SAMUEL GERMAINE, 20th-Fox booking man
ager at New Haven, is Vacationing in Bostoi I

MATT SAUNDERS, Loew-Poli, Bridgeport man
1

ager, is off for his Summer leave in home cit)
,

Chicago.

H. F. REVES, FILM DAILY Detroit staff cor
'

respondent, is in town to see the Fair.

PATRICIA MORISON leaves Friday for per;
sonal appearances in Buffalo and Boston.

BRIAN DONLEVY leaves Hollywood toda
for a cross-country tour of pre-release showing
of Paramount's "The Great McGinty."

EDITH HEAD, Paramount fashion designer I

is in town with Madeleine Carroll's "Virginia'
costumes.

PAULETTE GODDARD arrives at LaCuardi,
Field today on the inaugural trip of the TW^ '.

Stratoliner. She flies back tonight.

LOU BROCK, RKO producer, is here froir

the Coast.

WWAT
producer who made "Monte

Cristo" and "My Son, My
Son!" now brings you another

memorable hit,?

See Page 6
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pal Assistant Attorney General,
informed Judge Goddard that
conference held last week pro-

Ids of several committees had
:
i placed before the litigants with
understanding that they would be
^"•ered by Government and film

I ny officials. Representatives
fl companies and the D of J will

>rt back today at the scheduled
?erence. These proposals refer

clearance and overbuying.
II effoi'ts are being made, it was
:, to speed up the conferences
r the holiday postponement. No
:her adjournments are expected
:ng the Summer, and if a decree
drafted that is satisfactory to

jp sides it is expected to be im-
liately submitted for judicial ap-
val regardless of whether Judge
dard is on vacation or not. At-
leys pointed out that any Fed-
judge is authorized to pass on

ecree.

: was reported yesterday by re-

ifle sources that Allied is receiv-

reports and information on the
rse that the discussions take. Al-
no longer is adamant on the

'ject of divorcement and will wel-
te an enforceable trade practice

e of aid to its membership, it

; said.

arbitration is being discussed
ther with the question of what
ustry members will be able to

e recourse to arbitration and how
itration is to be enforced as the
af subjects of discussion. Fees
essary to finance arbitration, it

understood, will be paid by par-
pants in disputes, with a prob-
lity that a similar system to the

i suggested by the D of C, fixed

a seating capacity of a theater,

1 be finally adopted.

tars Look Down" or

oom Town" for Astor?

(Continued from Payc 1)

end of this month, the picture

y continue at the Astor until a
ision on its successor is reached,
vteanwhile, GWTW continues to

Jiw heavy patronage at the Broad-
ly theater. Last week's gross

s reported to have been $9,500,

ereas the take for the same week
June was $6,900.

ALON6 THE

with PHIL M. DALYi
T

• • • NATION-WIDE survey of literature for the screen

will be conducted at Summer classes of 150 universities and col-

leges by Dr. Frank C. Baxter and Prof. Warren Scott of the U.S.C.

and John Cromwell Survey is designed to single out classics

for production determine preferences as to types of pictures

and spotlight chief objections to present films Which somehow
suggests the question Does the shrinkage in American film at-

tendance during recent years represent a loss in patronage

by the intelligentsia or a defection on the part of the so-called

mass-audience? Find the answer to that and you might have

the solution to innumerable industry problems

T T T
• • • ODD "SITUATIONS": Should circumstance find

you around Ephraim, Wis., which is some 25 miles north o'

Sturgeon Bay you'll find a unique movie house —a 280-

seater (more than the town's population) This situation shows

firsi-class attractions and gets 'em real early, too Each

day's gross is in very capable hands —those of the local post-

master who counts the "take" The P.O. is right in the

theater lobby and, on the opposite side, is the village library

The postmaster besides having on his hands the "revenue

stamp" is obliging enough to also serve as door tender for the

little theater

T T
• • • COMES Cleveland with the claim to the largest film

audience in the world a vast crowd of 80.000 which assembled

in the city's Public Stadium for the Festival of Freedom program

Included was Warners' patriotic featurette "The Bill of Rights"

shown on a 50 by 75 foot screen and requiring a throw of

475 feet termed a record Equipment was installed under the

direction of L. H. Walters, National Theater Supply local manager

and Dr. E. B. Brady and A. B. Bosworth, Altec engineers

Goldwyn's Production
Plans Reported Off

(Continued from Page 1)

allowed his priority on a story of the
Mayo Brothers to lapse. His other
properties, including "The Little

Foxes," may be offered to other pro-
ducers. Most of his contract players
and production crew already have
been loaned out to other studios.

Ed Stein, Goldwyn's Eastern pub-
licity representative, has withdrawn
frcm the New York office.

Say Two Detroit Price

Cuts Not Due to Taxes

Detroit—Price cuts to 20 cents
at the Virginia Park and the Presi-

dent here are due, not to the newly
imposed Federal admission tax, but
to a situation resulting from clear-

ance and late availabilities, it is

claimed.

"New Moon" Held for Second
Cleveland—Loew's State is hold-

ing "New Moon" for a second week.
This is only the third picture

ever held two weeks at this theater.

The others were "San Francisco" and
"Rebecca."

Kolorama Reorganization
Receives Court's Approval

(Continued from Page 1)

of officers for $177,003, representing
outlay in experiments have been
withdrawn. Outside claims of $5,103
will be paid, 10 per cent within the

year and 30 per cent each year for
thp next three

Officers who will provide $4,000
additional capital are Donald Jacocks
of Montclair, president; Frank J.

Damis of East Orange, secretary;

Emily A. Kern of South Orange,
vice-president, and George P. Skou-
ras, president of Skouras Theaters
Corp., treasurer.

Altec Moving In Cincy
Cincinnati—Tomorrow is Moving

Day for Altec's district manager
Warren Conner, and staff, whose of-

fices have been moved from 617
Vine St. to larger quarters in the
Film-Mart Building at 1635 Central
Parkway.

Rubin Wins PDC Prize

Cleveland — Bernard Rubin, local

PDC office manager, won first prize

of $100 in the May-June Lee Gold-

berg 25th anniversary sales drive.

Probation for Two

In Stolen Pix Case

(Continued from Page 1)

had completed its case. Judge Erin
Hasten, suspending sentence, placed
Calderara on probation for three
months after his counsel made a
plea for leniency, pointing out it

was his first offense and that he had
promised to quit the business. John-
son also won leniency, being placed
on probation for six months.
The Cpyright Protection Bureau

picked up this print, among other
stolen and duped film, in New York
City last October. Harold L. Groves,
in charge of the Bureau's field in-
vestigations, traced the "Sutter's
Gold" print to a bootleg distributor
in Rochester, who admitted having
purchased it from an independent
distributor in Chicago, naming Cal-
derara.

Transferring the investigation to

Chicago, the evidence was turned
over by Groves to Lieut. Harry M.
Costello and Detective L. S. White
of Chicago's Crime Prevention Bu-
reau, who thereupon picked up Wal-
ler Johnson and questioned him.
Johnson admitted that he stole the
print from the Public theater and,
after keeping it under cover for
three years, disposed of it to Calde-
rara.

Mass. Theater Manager
Fined for "Ten-o-Win"

North Adams, Mass.—Francis J.

Faille, manager of the Paramount
Theater, was fined $100 in district

court on charge of setting up and
promoting a lottery. Game involved
was Ten-o-Win. Judge John E. Ma-
genis permitted the defendant to
inter a plea of nolo, changing a
previous plea of not guilty. The
court ordered the "gaming imple-
ments'' seized on the Paramount
premises in a state police raid sev-
eral weeks ago, forfeited to the
commonwealth, suggesting an ap-
peal for a Superior Court ruling. It

was taken.

Lemke-Nelson Plan Circuit

Antioch, 111.—Lemke-Nelson in-

terests have acquired the Crystal
here as the hub for a new circuit.
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to sail momentarily from Lisbon.
Other American film men are said to
have booked passage on the same
ship.

Korda to be Examined
Thursday in UA Action

Federal Judge Vincent L. Leibell
yesterday signed an order directing
Alexander Korda, in behalf of him-
self and as head of London Film Pro-
ductions, Ltd., to submit to examina-
tion before trial at 10:30 a.m. Thurs-
day in the Federal Courthouse here
in reference to Samuel Goldwyn's
suit against United Artists. Korda,
under the terms of the order, is to

produce a comprehensive list of
agreements, records and correspond-
ence referring to his relations with
both United Artists and London
Films.

"Andy Hardy" Does It Again
In its first 25 key city openings

"Andy Hardy Meets Debutante" is

topping all previous Hardy Family
films as well as "Babes in Arms,"
M-G-M reported yesterday. This
follows on the heels of unusual
"New Moon" biz, which the new
Hardy picture is also exceeding.

RCA Rep. Killed in Action

London (By Air Mail)—Kenneth
Norman Wright, former Scottish
sales representative for RCA Pho-
tophone, was killed in active service

with the British armed forces.

Garrett-Smith to Direct Sandy
West Coast Bureau, of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Otis Garrett and Paul

Gerard Smith will direct the new
Baby Sandy picture, "Fireman, Save
My Child," for Universal. They re-

cently directed "Margie."

JEVMTARD $MALL
produced "The Count ot Monte Crista,"

"The Man in the Iron Mask," "My Son,

My Son!" and other big money pictures.

He now presents the most spectacular

South Seas adventure-romance ever

filmed . .

.

EDWARD SMALLS

PRODUCTION OF

'outh or

TA<i
TAG?

RELEASED T H « U UNITED ARTISTS

Columbus Second-Runs Single-Featuring Pix
Previously Used by Circuit House on Duals

Columbus— Indies here are proving that not only can quality pix be single fea-
tured, but that they can be profitably thus presented despite the fact that they pre-
viously have been double featured at an affiliated circuit's first-runs. Among recent
pictures which, after dualling, were shown in the 30-day houses on a single feature
basis are "Strange Cargo," "Northwest Passage," "Grapes of Wrath" and "Rebecca."

Survey Shows 500 Films
Playing at World's Fair

{Continued from Page 1)

being shown in the various exhibits
on the grounds. Most of the pic-

tures, 365, are 35 mm. sound films,

with 104 listed as 16 mm., some
sound and some silent. Total this

year is said to be slightly below last

year's figure, but quality is rated
higher.

Subject matter ranges from docu-
mentaries to two-hour productions
and Collins estimates that to see
all the films, a person would have
to spend every day of the full fair

operating time viewing nothing but
films. Many of the subjects are
in color.

Foreign pavilions are the biggest
users of screen time. Survey indi-

cates 368 films being shown, of
which 321 are 35 mm. and 47 are
16 mm. Commercial exhibits are
using 73 motion pictures, of which
44 are 35 mm. and 29 are 16 mm.
Various state buildings are showing
a total of 28 films, all 16 mm.

Mary Pickford Heads
Women's R. C. Pix Com.
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Mary Pickford, new-

ly appointed chairman of Women's
Red Cross Committee for the motion
picture industry, will hold a meet-
ing with 75 leading actresses, writers
and wives of actors, producers, writ-
ers and directors. Chairman Samuel
Goldwyn of the industry's general
committee announced that his com-
mittee will also take care of national
allied relief fund, thus making the
committee the central authority for
all war relief contacts with studios
until a permanent world peace is

established.

J. M. Trefry Stricken
Yarmouth, N. S.—J. M. Trefry,

68, of the Yarmouth Theater &
Amusement Co., operating the local

Capitol, died suddenly from a heart
attack.

"American Way" Abandoned?
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Max Gordon and

Harry Goetz are reported to have
given up the idea of filming "The
American Way," and are now con-
ferring with Jerome Kern for pic-

ture rights to "Very Warm for May."

Marie Wilson Cast in "Virginia"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Marie Wilson has been

assigned an important role in "Vir-

ginia," her first major role since

"Boy Meets Girl."

Bell & Howell Open Parley
Chicago—Bell & Howell opened a

three-day sales convention at the

Edgewater Beach yesterday.

Korda, TWA Stratoliner

Tie-up to Plug "Thief"

West Cdast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Alexander Korda and

TWA, with Russell Birdwell and
Associates as the intermediary, have
joined hands in what sizes up as one
of 1940's biggest publicity tie-ups.

It calls for the designation of TWA's
new stratoliner flight between Los
Angeles and New York as the
"flying carpet," a smart plug for
Korda's "Thief of Bagdad." The pro-
ducer and his counsel, Basil Bleck,
arrive in New York today on the
first West-to-East stratoliner flight.

Sabu and June Duprez of the film's

cast will christen the ship in Chi.
later this month.

CCC Strikers Return
To Job as Truce is Reached

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — A truce has been

established between producers and
labor representatives whereby the
Central Casting Corp. strikers have
returned to their jobs. Negotiations
on unsettled points will be resumed
with Pat Casey of the Hays office

and Elma Goodwin, president of
American Federation of Office Em-
ployes, the chief representatives of
respective sides. Unsettled points
are set to deal with restoration of
the 10 per cent pay cut to certain
casting directors, seniority rights,
maximum hours for casting directors
with the union approving a 40-hour
week.

Both La. Houses Okay Bill

Raising Censors' Pay

Baton Rouge, La.—One of Louisi-
ana's two new censorship bills got
past both houses as the House of
Representatives yesterday voted fa-
vorably on Senate bill 207 which pro-
vides a pay increase for censors from
$5 to $10 a sitting and makes minor
other changes in the present unen-
forced law. This bill, which has al-

ready passed the Senate now awaits
the signature of Governor Jones.

Signe Hasso Gets Role
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Signe Hasso, Swedish

actress signed by RKO, will make
her American debut in the Gene
Towne-Graham Baker picture, "How
to Meet a Man." She is due to ar-
rive in this country Aug. 15.

Ernst Lubitsch Signs Two
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Ernst Lubitsch has

signed Melvyn Douglas and Merle
Oberon for "Divorces," a screen ver-
sion of the old Sardou play, "Divor-
cons." Production will be made in

association with Sol Lesser.

«REVI6UJS»
"Pride And Prejudice"

with Greer Garson, Laurence Olivier,

Mary Boland

Metro 15714 Mins.

SPLENDID ENTERTAINMENT FOR

AUDIENCES GENERALLY; CAST, PRO-

DUCTION AND DIRECTION TOP NOTCH.

Audiences generally should enjoy this tf
thoroughly. It has been given a top no
production value, the cast is excellent from
the top names to the smallest bit, and di-

rector Robert Z. Leonard guides the play-

ers through their paces with a completely
sympathetic understanding of the story. Pro-

ducer Hunt Stromberg has spared no ex-

pense in costumes, backgrounds and all

the other incidentals which give the picture

a ring of authenticity, and the research de-
partment has faultlessly re-created an Eng-

land of a by-gone era.

Greer Garson is splendid as the eldest

daughter of Mary Boland and Edmund
Gwenn. She neatly shades her performance
so that it is sparklingly alive, but subdued
at the same time. Miss Boland and Gwenn
are excellent as the parents of the story's

five daughters, she a talkative shop keep-
er's daughter, and Gwenn the personification

of a refined and quiet-spoken country

gentleman.

Laurence Olivier complements Miss Gar-
son's performance, co-sharing the starring

honors with a smooth and able characteriza-

tion of a well-bred English gentleman who
puts caste above everything else. Maureen
O'Sullivan, Ann Rutherford, Heather Angel
and Marsha Hunt neatly fill the roles of

the other four daughters. Melville Cooper
and Edna May O.iver, are certain to

get a lot of laughs with fine performances,
Karen Morley, Bruce Lester, Frieda Ines-

cort and E. E. Clive are among the play-

ers in the strong supporting cast.

Exhibitors have names to exploit, a well

known story to sell as the general public

is familiar with this Jane Austen story, and
on top of that, the picture itself has pathos,

charm and lots of humor—the idea in escap-

ist entertainment—all of which should make
it doubly easy to put the picture over. The
picture is a credit to Metro, and it should

do well at the box office for both the ex-

hibitors and distributor.

The story itself concerns the scheming
of Miss Boland to marry off her daughters,

and eventually all is well when Olivier and
Lester marry Miss Garson and Miss O'Sul-

livan respectively, after their prejudices

about caste are tossed aside and the girl's

pride is mollified.

^Exhibitors can safely recommend the

picture for all types of audiences, and be
sure there will be no kickbacks from the

fans about their recommendations.

CAST: Greer Garson, Laurence Olivier,

Edna May Oliver, Edmund Gwenn, Mary
Boland, Maureen O'Sullivan, Ann Ruther-

ford, Frieda Inescort, Karen Morley, Heather
Angel, Marsha Hunt, Bruce Lester, Edward
Ashley, Melville Cooper, Marten Lamont,
E. E. Clive, May Beatty, Marjorie Wood.

CREDITS: Producer, Hunt Stromberg; Di-

rector, Robert Z. Leonard; Screenplay, Al-

dous Huxley and Jane Murfin; Based on

Helen Jerome's dramatization of the Jane
Austen novel; Cameraman, Karl Freund;

Editor, Robert J. Kern.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPHY, Ex-

cellent.
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15 Features Going

Before Cameras

(Continued fiom Page 1)

lis; "Stunt Man," with Linda Hayes
and Kent Taylor; "Mexican Spitfire

'Out West," with Lupe Velez, Leon
Errol and Donald Woods.

At M-G-M: "Dr. Kildare Goes
iiime," with Lionel Barrymore, Lew
rlVes, Laraine Day and Nat Pen-

•Liton; "The Philadelphia Story,"

with Cary Grant, Katharine Hep-
burn, James Stewart, Mary Nash
and Lionel Pape; "Third Finger-
Left Hand," starring Myrna Loy,

with Bonita Granville, Ann Morriss

and May MeAvoy.
At 20th Century-Fox: "Yester-

day's Heroes," with Jean Rogers,

Ted North, Robert Sterling and
Lewis Howard.
At Warner Bros.: Capra-Riskin's

"Meet John Doe," co-starring Gary
Cooper and Barbara Stanwyck, with
Walter Brennan and Edward Ar-
mold; "Santa Fe Trail," co-starring

Errol Flynn and Olivia de Havil-

land with Raymond Massey and
Dennis Morgan; "Honeymoon for

Three' with Ann Sheridan, George
Brent, Osa Massen, Charles Ruggles
and Jane Wyman.

At Universal: "Ragtime Cowboy
Joe," with Johnny Mack Brown,
Fuzzv Knight and Neil O'Day.

At' Republic: "The Girl From Ha-
vana."
At Hal Roach: "Road Show," with

Carole Landis, John Hubbard,
Adolphe Menjou and Patsy Kelly for

United Artists release.

At Monogram: Geoi'ge W. Weeks'
"Range Buster."

"First Nighter's" Plan
Calls for $1 Admission

Chicago—Herb Ellisburg will start

the First Nighter's Movie Circle at

the new Studio theater next Mon-
day. Plan calls for presentation of

unusual pix, with $1 admission. On
the following day, the Studio will

inaugurate a series of book lectures.

A'LUAU
uet where native

beautiei dance the jinuous meaturei of

the "Dance of Lo

EDWARD SMALL'S

PRODUCTION OF

RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS

//

HCLLyWCCC

= By RALPH WILK =
—HOLLYWOOD

CHARLEY CHAPLIN, Jack L. Warner,

Gilbert Roland, Edwin L. Marin, Solly

Bainao, Stanley Briggs, Edmund Grainger,

Wendy Barrie, Fred MacMurray, Martin

Cornica, Charles Farrell, Harry McKee and

Phil Moore were among the participants

in the annual motion picture tennis tourna-

ment.

• •

SEVERAL years ago Vice-President Curtis

came West to attend an Academy of

M. P. Arts and Sciences banquet. At San

Bernardino a crowd lined the station plat-

form. The Vice-President walked through

the crowd, shaking hands left and right.

At the end of the platform were two un-

shaven, raggedly dressed natives. The states-

man shook hands with them and then walked

back to the train. As he did so one of the

two unshaven natives asked the other,

"Who's dat guy?" "I don't know, but he

seems to know us," was the answer.

• •

JOE BROWN, JR., (no relation to Joe E.

Brown), has been signed to play the

romantic lead opposite Jane Withers in

"Youth Will be Served," at 20th Century-

Fox.

• •

OUR Passing Show: Edward Arnold, Oliver

Hardy, Billy Gilbert, George Murphy,

Lewis Seiler, Jack Cummings, Al Ritz, Rube

Wolf, Robert Paige, Alexander D'Arcy, Rob-

ert Harari, George Folsey, Daniel B. Clark

watching the Hollywood Stars and the Los

Angeles Angels in action; Harry Ritz graci-

ously posing for a snapshot with four fair

femme fans at Universal City.

• •

STANLEY CORTEZ, who photographed

"Alias the Deacon" and "Love, Honor

and Oh, Baby," has completed the camera-

work on "Margie," at Universal.

• •

JOHN STONE has opened negotiations

with Jose Mojica, the opera star, with

the possibility of starring him in a series

of musical films in both English and Span-

ish. Stone produced the films, in which

Mojica starred for Fox in 1930, and one of

these, "One Mad Kiss," is said to have been

the biggest box-office attraction ever shown

in the theaters of Mexico. Although Mojica

occasionally stars in a Spanish picture made

in Mexico City, he is devoting much of

his time to developing the city of San

Miguel, north of the Mexican capital, where

he lives, into an important cultural center.

• •

ALBERT VON TILZER, who wrote "Take

Me Out to the Ball Game," is one of

the regular attendants at Gilmore field, home

of the Hollywood Stars.

• •

JOHN SUTTON, handsome young American

of British parentage, is playing a fea-

tured role in "Charlie Chan in Washington,"

starring Sidney Toler. Sutton is a graduate

of Wellington College and appeared with

several repertory companies in England, be-

fore returning to America, where he was
' born.

DAILY

THEY TROD THE
SAME PATH through

adventure and trial to find

the true happiness of life.
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To David O. Selznick and Other Leaders of the Industry:

Please accept our thanks for the vision and courage manifested in your telegram,
which we ask your indulgence to publish herein:

DEAR MR. KIRSCH: I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I LEARNED OF THE TRIPLE BILL AT
THE BELMONT THEATRE IN CHICAGO FOR THE FIRST TIME FROM YOUR HOLLYWOOD
ADVERTISEMENT, AND THAT I AGREE ENTIRELY WITH EVERYTHING YOU SAY. I THINK
THE SITUATION IS A DISGRACE, AND I AM IMMEDIATELY ADVISING UNITED ARTISTS
TO THIS EFFECT. I AM MORE DEPRESSED THAN I CAN SAY THAT A PICTURE OF WHICH
I HAVE BEEN SO PROUD AS I HAVE OF REBECCA SHOULD BE PERMITTED TO BE PART OF
A TRIPLE BILL, IN AN IMPORTANT THEATRE, AND I AM TAKING STEPS TO AVOID THE
INCLUSION OF ANY FUTURE PRODUCTION OF MINE IN ANY SUCH DESTRUCTIVE PRO-
GRAM.

CORDIALLY YOURS,

DAVID O. SELZNICK.

r

Exhibitors are, indeed, grateful to men like Sam Goldwyn and yourself, who express

their convictions and act accordingly. If all leaders follow the example of you two gentle-

men, lawsuits and their resultant costs, expressed in money and time, would be avoided.

No exhibitors can successfully follow Balaban & Katz deluxe house double-feature

bookings like: "BUCK BENNY RIDES AGAIN" and "PRIMROSE PATH"; "VIRGINIA CITY"
and "BROADWAY MELODY"; "BALALAIKA" and "HIS GIRL FRIDAY"; "MR. SMITH GOES
TO WASHINGTON" and "DAYTIME WIFE"; 'DESTRY RIDES AGAIN" and "Nl-
NOTCHKA"; "BABES IN ARMS" and "FIFTH AVENUE GIRL"; "UNION PACIFIC" and
"EAST SIDE OF HEAVEN".

Waste of product on bookings like the above represents OVER-BUYING and UNFAIR
CLEARANCE at their worst. Hollywood can't produce quality pictures like these on "assem-

bly line" production—Let's husband our resources by offering the public single-features and
appreciating their undoubted grateful response.

The privilege of taking the PICK OF ALL PICTURES from ALL PRODUCERS and exhibit-

ing these pictures on MULTIPLE-PROGRAMS, ahead of everybody else, can only exist UNDER
A MONOPOLY.

The industry CAN and MUST find a way to eliminate the uneconomic waste of product,

either by granting clearance based on single-features, by recognizing that double-features

represent over-buying, or by some other means.

If one of the great array of high-priced lawyers could evolve a legal means of eliminat-

ing double-features, he should receive a special Academy Award for the greatest single

contribution to the industry.

CERTAINLY WHEN THE EARS OF AMERICA ARE TUNED TO THE RADIO AS NEVER
BEFORE, listening to both world events and the ensuing presidential campaign, we will be

fortunate if we have sufficient patronage for a two-hour show, let alone four and five-hour

shows.

JACK KIRSCH,
President, ALLIED THEATRES OF ILLINOIS, INC.
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Empire films okay for renters' quota

Admish Tax Starting at Dime Seen By MPTOA
Revision of Present Levy
'robable by January, Says
Cuykendall in Bulletin

The newly imposed theater admis-
tion tax probably will be revised

ompletely by January when much
eavier taxes will be levied, it was
ndicated yesterday by Ed Kuyken-
all, MPTOA president, in a gen-

ral bulletin. Exemptions are like-

y to be lowered to include 10-cent

cales, Kuykendall said.

Warning against lowering pres-

nt scales to 20 cents in order to

scape the tax, Kuykendall points
(Continued on Page 8)

MPTOA Trade Plan

Jp At Suit Talks

MPTOA's trade practice proposals

.re among those being studied by
onferees in the Government suit

ettlement discussions, it was re-

pealed in an MPTOA bulletin issued
iy Ed Kuykendall yesterday. Other
•lans being considered, it was said,

>-ere the distributors' trade practice

ode and the Department of Com-
nerce proposals.
The main problems of the discus-

ions, Kuykendall asserts, are modi-
(Continued on Page 7)

3oast SPG Authorizes
Affiliation With SPAG
Screen Publicists Guild on the

west Coast at a membership meet-
ng Monday night by unanimous vote
tuthorized affiliation with the Screen
Publicists and Advertisers Guild
lere, the latter's Executive Council
vas advised yesterday.
In accordance with the original

(Continued on Page 8)

Youngstown Pix Fans
Applaud Federal Tax
Youngsfown, 0.—They're applauding

the new Federal admission tax in local

theaters, according to E. C. Prinsen,
prexy of the Theater Managers Associa-
tion. Houses are using a screen slide

which reads, "When You entered this
theater, you paid a Federal defense tax.
This money is used to re-arm these
United States to protect our liberties."

BERGEN TALKS

UA, RKO DEALS
Ventriloquist

Or Serve as

Would Produce

Co-Producer

Edgar Bergen yesterday disclosed

that he expected to appear in Globe-
Mills coin-in-the-slot movies and
that he was contemplating becom-
ing a feature producer on his own.

Bergen, who is in New York, said

present plans called for his appear-
ance with Charley McCarthy in a

series of coin-in-slot shorts not only
for James Roosevelt's organization
but possibly other makers of such
machines.

Picture deals have been discussed
with both United Artists and RKO,
Bergen said, adding that he would
be either a co-producer or full pro-

ducer of any pictures produced for

(Continued on Page 8)

Wm. Goldman to Operate
In S-W Pooling Deal

Philadelphia — Stanley - Warner
circuit and William Goldman have
completed a deal whereby operation
of the S-W Germantown theater and
the Goldman Bandbox theater, Ger-
mantown, will be pooled with Gold-
man operating.
The Germantown which will be re-

modelled and use 20th Century-Fox
and Columbia pictures hitherto
played at the Bandbox. Latter house
will play repeat runs of first-run

(Continued on Page 8)

British Board of Trade Order Removes Major
Obstacle to American Production in Canada,
Australia; Monetary Quota Is Now Optional

London (By Cable)—Bowing to continued pressure by the
Dominions, the Board of Trade by an order in council yesterday
ruled that so-called Empire films may qualify for renters' quota

credit here, the ruling removing one
of the major obstacles to American
production in Canada, Australia and
other of the Dominions.
The order in council, additionally,

allows distributors the option of
making one British feature of not
less than 7,000 feet against every

Korda Preparing 7

Stories for Coast

Alexander Korda has seven stories

in various stages of preparation for

Hollywood production, it was dis-

closed upon his arrival here from
the Coast yesterday. His new Amer-
ican unit is being perfected and will

start shortly on the first picture,

"Womanhunt," starring Vivien
Leigh.

Vincent Korda, a brother who has
been a prominent designer in Eng-
land, has arrived in the U. S. and
leaves shortly to join the Hollywood
company. Steve Pallos, head of Lon-

(Continucd on Page 4)

Brandt-Wachsberger Form
Triumps as Producing Co.

Harry Brandt, with Nat Wachs-
berger, has formed a new producing
company to be known as Triumph
Pictures, Inc., and has signed Luise
Rainer for the first feature. Three
stories are being considered for the

leadoff picture.

No distribution deal has been set,

although Brandt's Charles Boyer fea-
(Continued on Page 8)

20th-Fox Closes Hughes Deal
Will Sell Two Pix Separately, Says Wobber

Executives' Stock Deals
Are Disclosed by the SEC

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington— Darryl F. Zanuck

has disposed of 1,000 shares of 20th-

Fox's common no par value stock, it

is revealed in the SEC's semi-month-
ly summary of security transactions

and holdings. The transaction leaves

Zanuck with 92,130 shares of com-
(Continued on Page 8)

Twentieth Century-Fox has signed
a two-picture distribution deal with
Howard Hughes, it was disclosed yes-

terday by Herman Wobber, general
manager of distribution, as he
stepped off the first TWA strato-

liner to make the West-to-East
flight.

The two features will be sold sep-

arately, with the sales policy still to

be determined, Wobber stated. The
(Continued on Page 5)

London (By Cable)—The proposed
Film Credit Bank, intended to pro-

vide financing for British production,
is definitely shelved as a result of
war conditions.

100,000 feet registered, with pro-

vision that the minimum British la-

bor cost shall be 29,000 pounds. The
7,000-foot figure is 500 feet less

than the figure previously stipulated.

The existing British Films Act re-

(Continned on Page 6)

Industry Patriotic

Campaign is Mapped
Executive committee of the

MPPDA met yesterday to discuss a

patriotic campaign in connection
with the industry. Ed Kuykendall,
MPTOA president, represented his

(Continued on Page 7)

"One Big Union" Plan
Before Equity Friday

General meeting will be held Fri-

day to consider a special study of

recommendations on a "one big
union" plan recently presented.
Other AAAA unions are also study-

(Continued on Page 6)

Dent. Delegates Will

Be Guests of B & K
Chicago—Delegates to the Democratic

National convention here next week will

be admitted free to all B & K theaters

in the Loop, it was announced yester-

day.
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FINANCIAL
{Tuesday, July 9)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat 7 7 7 — Vs
Col. Picts. vfc. <2!/2%>
Columbia Picts. pfd.. 17V4 17i/4 17% + V4
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 120y4 119 1193^+ %
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq
Loew's. Inc 24 Vi 24 24 — Vi
do pfd 1015/8 101 5/g 101% + 23/4
Paramount 5Vs 5 514 + Vs
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film

RKO New 3 2% 3

RKO $6 pfd 36 Vi 36y2 36Vi + Vi
20th Century-Fox . . . 6Vi 6Vi 6Vi + Vs
20th Century-Fox pfd. 15Vi 15y4 15'/4 — %
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros

do pfd 32Vi 32Vi 32Vi + 2>i
NEW YORK BOND MARKET

Keith B. F. ref. 6s46 100y4 100% 100'/4
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46 1023/4 10234 1023/4 + Vi
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 1/^47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 9'/2 9Vi 9Vi — Vs
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45
. . . 63 Vi 65 Vi

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 57 60

AUDITA Fi,m Audit Serviceu J
110 West 40th Street

A ND New York, N. Y.

CVCTCk/IC CHickering 4-1812
JlJlLrvlJ Samuel Hacker, C.P.A.,

BY Gen. Mgr.

riii. cydcdtc. (Prominently connectedMLM tAftKli
for „ in ,. years wlth Flrgt

Coast to Coast Service .Yitl.C'nliimbla&Republic)

Chicago—Special business confer-
ence here yesterday of Paramount
execs, and theater partners, includ-

ing- A. H. Blank, Earl Hudson, John
Balaban, Sam Dembow, Leonard
Goldenson, Ralph Branton, Marvin
Blank of Tri-States Cicruit, Harry
Mace of Phoenix, Harry David of
Salt Lake, John Friedl of Minne-
unnlis, Trace Bai'ham of Cincinnati,
Jules Rubens of the Great States
Circuit, Harry Royster of New York,
discussed merchandising, operating
and exploitation of coming Para.
films, the establishment of a circuit

clearing house for co-operation with
the Government, the Red Cross and
other agencies in various patriotic
drives.

Conference also planned for uni-
form co-operation in all Paramount
theater districts on various exhibition
problems.

Loy to Manage Butte

Exchange for Republic

James R. Grainger, Republic's

prexy, yesterday announced the ap-

pointment of E. M. Loy as manager
of Rep.'s Butte exchange.

Loy, replacing Bob Boomer, who
resigned to take care of theater in-

terests in Montana, was formerly
connected with Paramount and Fox
in the Denver and Salt Lake terri-

tories.

The Republic Butte exchange is a

part of the J. T. Sheffield group of

franchised branches in the North-
west.

Later Availabilities Seen
As Detroit Nabes Cut Price

Detroit—Problem presented by the
action of two more nabes in lower-
ing admissions 5 cents to escape im-
position of the new Federal admis-
sion tax will be met by later avail-

abilities, it is indicated in exchange
quarters. Houses dropping the scale

to 20 cents are the West and Har-
mony. First house to make the cut
was the President.

Allied and Alexander Film
Fail to Agree on New Deal
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—National Allied and

Alexander Film Co. failed to get
together on a new deal at the re-
cent Chicago convention, it was
learned here.

Five-year master contract which
Allied held with Alexander Film ex-
pired on March 1 last. Latter served
notice that it would not be renewed,
later presenting a new deal. This
the Chicago convention nixed.

Columbia to Distribute

Eleanor Roosevelt Reel

Deal has been inked by Leonard-
Greene Productions with Columbia
to distribute the first short in the
Hobby Lobby series. Short, a one
reeler produced and directed by Ar-
thur Leonard, of Leonard-Greene,
features Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. Co-
lumbia deal only covers distribution

of the one short.

Mono. Eastern Regional
To be Held Here July 19

Monogram will hold an eastern
regional sales conference in New
York on July 19.

Albert Botzum Dead
Akron, O.—Albert P. Botzum, 66,

president and treasurer of the Bot-
zum Theaters Co., died in St. Thomas
hospital here following a two
months' illness.

Sliding Rental Scale
Suggested by London CEA

London (By Cable)—Sliding scale

for film rentals was suggested at a

meeting of the London and Home
Counties Branch of the CEA as a

means of meeting the difficulties that
confront Central London exhibs. who
are finding film audiences declining
in numbers.
The suggestion made, and which

was received favorably, was that

there should be a clause in contracts

containing a "break" figure. If re-

ceipts failed to come up to the

"break" figure, the percentage of

receipts due the distributor would
automatically be lower than if the

"break" figure was reached.

150,000 to See ATAHT
In Week at Music Hall

ATAHT, which closes its first

week at the Radio City Music Hall
tonight, will chalk up an attendance'
of approximately 150,000 for the
stanza, it was estimated by the
Hall's management yesterday. Pic-
ture stays on, of course.

British Exhibs., Distribs.

Collab. on "Film Dumps'

London (By Air Mail)—The CEA
and the KRS have held a number of
meetings on the urgent matter of ar-
ranging for "film dumps" where mo-
tion picture film can be stored in
safety as a war emergency meas-
ure. Branches throughout the coun-
try have made surveys and offered
suggestions.

U. S. Carbons Puzzle British

Bristol (By Air Mail)—The Bris-
tol and West of England branch of
the CEA meeting here, found two
Duzzling problems presented by car-
bons from the U. S. for picture the-
aters. Were they coming in tax
free? No one seemed to know the
answer. Would they fit the type or
arc lamp used by British exhibs.?
Again there was no answer.

GB Again Leaves London
London (By Air Mail)—Gaumont

British has again removed its film
department from London to Crediton
where it was removed at the out-
break of the war.

comma and goiiig

CHARLES E. MCCARTHY, director of advertit-

ing and publicity for 20th-Fox, WILLIAM SUSS-

MAN, Eastern division manager, RODNEY BUSH
EARL WINGART, WILLIAM CHAMBLISS an

EDDIE SOLOMON, of the ad. and pub. dept

left for Baltimore yesterday for the premier:

tonight of "Maryland."

SAM BRISKIN arrived yesterday from tin

Coast on the TWA Stratoliner.

CRESSON E. SMITH, Western sales ,,- nage

for RKO, has left New York to visit the Chi

cago and Los Angeles branches.

JOE E. BROWN leaves the Coast shortly h

spend the Summer playing with Eastern sfodj

companies.

IRENE RICH is at the Waldorf.

ADELA ROGERS ST. JOHNS will leave Holly

wood this week-end on studio leave to cove

the Democratic convention for the Hearst Ser

vice on a special assignment.

MOE SIEGEL and GEORGE "GABBY" HAYE
left for the Coast last night on the Century. .

STEVE PALLOS, European manager for Long

don Films Export Co., is here from Europe.

VINCENT KORDA has arrived in New Yor*

from Europe, via Canada.

HELEN MASON, of General Films, Ltd., is u
town from Toronto.

BETTY FIELD arrived from the Coast yeste.

day for a two-week stay.

PAULETTE GODDARD returned to Hollywoi

last night via TWA Stratoliner, arriving t

the same ship earlier in the day.

Two L. A. Houses Holding
"Favorite Wife" for 3rd

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAIL
Los Angeles—"My Favorite Wife

continues to top the average sun
(

mer intake for the Hillstreet an

Pantages Theaters by a wide margi

and will be held over for a thir

week in both situations.

Detroit Drive-in Theaters
Increase Admissions 5c

Detroit—Both the East Side an

West Side Drive-in theaters hav

raised their admissions from 35 t

40 cents, with children under 12 cor

tinuing to be admitted free.

Rites for Granville Bates
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAIL

Hollywood—Funeral services f(

Granville Bates, veteran charactt

actor, who died Monday night, wi

be held today at Pierce Bros, morti

ary.

"HARD-TO-GETTO" PEOPLE

ARE EASY TO GET TO BY

Tostal
Telegraph

CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS
'PHONED IN APPEAR ON YOUR

TELEPHONE BILL.
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Matching his wits with the regulars

CLIFTON FADIMAN • FRANKLIN

P. ADAMS • JOHN KIERAN and

1 OSCAR LEVANT
Produced by FRANK DONOVAN Supervised by DAN GOLENPAUL

RKO-PATHE RELEASE

SEND THIS COUPON!
RKO RADIO PICTURES, Inc.

j

1270 Sixth Avenue,

New York, N. Y. i

Gentlemen: !

1 am interested in the "Information Please" !

series for my theatre. Without obligation on my part,

please quote price.

(NAME)

|

(THEATRE)

(CITY)
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Korda Preparing 7

Stories for Coast

(Continued from Page 1)

don Films Export Co., also is in

New York and may go to the Coast
later.

It is planned to make "Lady in

the Dark," starring Merle Oberon,
following "Womanhunt." "Thief of

Bagdad" is being scored and will be
ready for release in early Septem-
ber.

Other stories slated for Korda
production include "Cyrano de Ber-
gerac," "Jungle Book," "Manon Les-
caut," "Greenmantle" and "The Con-
queror."

Korda plans to return to Holly-
wood Friday.

British Channel Theaters
Being Forced to Close

London (By Air Mail)—The CEA
announces that a number of the-
aters along the Channel, which de-

pend largely on holiday patronage,
have been forced to close. They are
located in the "protected" area
closed for defensive purposes. Many
other theaters in the area, however,
are expected to close due to dwind-
ling patronage.
The CEA reports that distribu-

tors are taking action to alleviate

the difficulties in which Channel ex-

hibitors find themselves, making ad-
justments of rentals and contractual
obligations.

Ed Stein to Handle N. Y.

Campaign for "Syracuse'

Ed Stein, former New York press
representative for Samuel Goldwyn,
has been assigned to handle the lo-

cal campaign for "The Boys From
Syracuse" by Jules Levey, producer
of the picture. World premiere is

to be held in Syracuse on July 18

and the New York opening will fol-

low shortly, Levey said yesterday.

To Make Shorts in Chi.

Chicago—Solon Feldman has been
named president of New Age Mo-
tion Picture Producers, with offices

at 309 West Jackson Boulevard. The
company will produce shorts.

WWAT
magazine devoted its front

cover and four additional

pages to the picture of a

thousand thrills/7

See Page 7

PHIL At. W>XVY\

T T
• • • THAT anti-duals stalwart Sam Goldwyn carries

on with another verbal lambasting oi double features in this week's

Satevepost which hits the newsstands today Writing under

the eye-attracting title "Hollywood is Sick" Goldwyn charges

that duals are just a camouflage for price-cutting that they

have cost everyone money and caused the public to keep away

from film theaters in droves while the star-life of an actor

has been halved from about 10 to 5 years

T T
• # SAYS Goldwyn: "Understand me, I'm not blam-

ing the exhibitor Nor am I blaming the whole kitchen-range-

bank-night-bingo-screeno 'come-on' I'm blaming the double

bill which opened the door to those other idiocies and

I'm blaming Hollywood for welcoming and sheltering it with-

out realizing that it would eventually ruin the industry" And
for good measure, there's this "We have got to restrict pro-

duction got to substitute quality for quantity" The di-

agnosis sounds okay, Doc but who's going to undertake the

job of seeing that the "patient" submits to the indicated

course of treatment? There's the BIG question

T T
• • • IF Bob Low, head of 20th-Fox's European story department

has any trouble in digging up. plot fodder for Darryl Zanuck

he might put down his own adventures on paper Low joined

the Anglo-American Ambulance Corps flew across the channel

and arrived in Tours just as the Nazis opened an aerial

bombardment As if that were not enough he was seized by

French soldiers who suspected him of being a German parachutist

and lined up against a wall while a firing squad took up a

position The timely arrival of an officer prevented his ex-

ecution So you see such things really happen outside

of Hollywood

T T T
$ ^ IF ever there was a time when ideas to benefit

the box office were in demand this is it And they

don't have to be 100 per cent new ideas either A fresh twist

a topical slant. .... .frequently will turn the trick As

indeed it has for George Kraska who operates the Fine Arts

Theater, Boston George has coined and copyrighted "Movie-

tours" to designate his new two-hour programs which

stress travelogues although the bills include other shorts

and newsreels The selling slant is this "Since conditions

abroad make travel impossible we offer the only safe way to

tour and fully enjoy the fascinating points of interest

in the various countries throughout the world" And as guides,

George advertises James FitzPatrick, Lowell Thomas, Carveth

Wells, Burton Holmes and others

T T
• • • INVITATIONS have been mailed for the fifth annual film

golf tournament sponsored by Connecticut MPTO and sched-

uled for Tuesday, August 6 at Race Brook Country Club A full

day of golf, lunch, dinner entertainment and awarding of prizes

has been planned by Herman M. Levy, chairman and his

committee consisting of Louis Schaefer, George H. Wilkinson, B. E.

Hoffman, Harry F. Shaw, Samuel Rosen Edward Ruff. Morris Nunes,

Barney Pitkin, Ben Simon, Lester Tobias Lou Wechsler, I. Levine,

Morris Joseph, Edwin S. Raffile, and Max Tabackman

« « « » » »

DATE BOOK
July 10-11: Northwest Allied convention, Nicol-

let Hotel, Minneapolis.

July 15: Omaha Variety Club golf tournament

July 21-23: Southeastern Theater Owners Asso
ciation convention, Jacksonville, Fla.

July 22: Pittsburgh Variety Club golf tourna-

ment, South Hills Country Club.

July 24: Northwest Film Club golf toui it

Inglewood, Seattle. ^-r
Aug. 1 : Columbus Variety Club round-up

Brookside Country Club.

Aug. 6: Conn. MPTO Golf Tournament, Rao
Brook Country Club.

Aug. 7: Washington Warner outing, Baur'

House, Bay Ridge, Md.

Aug. 23: Washington Variety Club golf tourna
ment, Manor Club, Norbeck, Md.

Aug. 26: Indianapolis Variety Club golf tourna
ment, Broadmoor Country Club.

Sept. 12-14: Biological Photographic Associatioi
convention. Hotel Schroeder, Milwaukee.

Sept. 25-27: New Jersey Allied convention
Atlantic City.

Oct. 26: Cinema Lodge, B'nai B'rith, banquet
Hotel Pennsylvania.

Nov. 11: A F of L convention opens, Net

Orleans.

Nov. 21: Motion Picture Associates ball, Hotc
Astor.

2-Day Celebration Marks
Premiere of "Maryland"

Baltimore — Two-day celebratioi
arranged for the world premiere o:

"Maryland," new 20th-Fox release
which will bow tonight at the Nev
and Centre theaters, got under waj
yesterday morning when Brendi
Joyce and Nancy Kelly arrived from A

New York by plane, accompaniec
by 20th-Fox executives. Tyroni
Power and his wife, Annabella, ar
rive today by plane. Charles E b

McCarthy, William Sussman anc
other company execs, also arrivei
last night and this morning. A Pad '

"

dock Dinner was held last night a:

Alfred G. Vanderbilt's Sagamore
;

Farms.

Need 200 "Pago Pago" Prints

"South Of Pago Pago," new Ed'
ward Small production, will havo
more than 200 prints in use betweei
July 17 and July 24 as a result o:

record advance bookings on the pic
ture, it was announced yesterday bj
United Artists. World premiere o:

the picture on July 17 will be a dua
affair at the Loew's State and Chi
nese Theaters in Los Angeles.

>

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Sam Wood
Dudley Murphy
Joan Marsh

1
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By RALPH WILK

—HOLLYWOOD
FlQ,McCAREY, according to well-founded

fe >rt, has been offered unlimited

i^rTes by Canadian banking interests to

"oduce and direct two pictures annually,

•her in Hollywood or in the Dominion.

• •
,
EDWARD CHODOROV'S Broadway suc-

* cess, "Kind Lady," and his film adapta-

in of that same production for Metro
ve been selected for class study by Prof,

arren Scott, head of the University of

'Ufhern California's cinema department.

• •
NDICATIONS that Katherine Cornell may

finally decide to appear on the screen

ay be seen in her decision to read the

Im version of "Dildo Cay," which Virginia

an Upp scripted for Edward H. Griffith,

ho will direct and produce it for Para-

ount. For years Miss Cornell has been
irning a deaf ear to Hollywood producer

fers for film appearances.

• •
OHN SHELTON has been added to the

cast of "Dr. Kildare Goes Home," which

ill be placed in production next week at

lerro with Lionel Barrymore and Lew Ayres

the roles they have played throughout

ie Kildare series. Harold Bucquet is di-

sctor.

• •
A/ARNERS' new contract roster lists 62
* ' stars and featured players. Studio

ow has 17 directors and eight dialogue di-

:ctors under contract. Forty-four writers

'ho are now on ••he rolls.

• •
^ORGE TOBIAS, who portrayed a

punch-drunk prizefighter in "The Man
</ho Talked Too Much," is playing a New
ork fight manager in "City for Conquest."

• •
JOHN CROMWELL has wound up shoot-

* ing on Paramount's "Victory," starring

redric March and Betty Field. His next

ssignment is "Flotsam," for David L. Loew
rid Albert Lewin, also featuring March.

J

(

ROSALIND RUSSELL has signed a new
^ long-term Metro starring contract.

i

3
U/ITH the

Ci I "
" Revere,

r

e addition of Irving Bacon, Ann

Phil Taylor, Mary Field and

om Faddon, Columbia has completed the

ast of "The Howards of Virginia," which
rank Lloyd is producing and directing.

• •
HE War Department has authorized full

co-operation to Paramount in the mak-
ng of "I Wanted Wings," story based on

he training of an Army Air Corps flying

fficer. Much of the film will be photo-

aphed at Randolph Field, San Antonio.

• •
DEN HECHT is producing and directing

*~ "Before I Die" at the Columbia studios,

with Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., the star, as

associate producer. Rita Hayworth has been

assigned to the leading lady role.

• •
DASIL RATHBONE and Gale Sondergaard
** have been added to the cast of 20th-

Fox's "The Californian."

1 on Think You Have Opposition, Do You?
Well, Consider the Wisconsin Situation

Milwaukee—Local and state exhibitors are singing the blues as a result of a wide
variety of competition. Milwaukee county's first Drive-In theater, just opened, is

doing brisk business. In addition, there is night baseball here, motorcycle and miniature
auto races, a derby show, a Mid-Summer Festival coming up and weekly park concerts,
with nationally known guesf artists.

State exhibitors, in addition to jack-rabbit operations in some 100 small villages
around Wisconsin, are being harassed by picnics with free prizes, night baseball, Summer
theaters in four spots, carnivals, tent shows, free flickers at taverns and amusement
parks, speed boat regattas, river excursion boats, pageants, band concerts and harness
racing.

PCC Has Consent Decree
Boards Suggestions

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—R. H. Poole, executive

secretary of PCC of ITO represent-
ing approximately 1,000 independent
theaters, has wired Thurman Arnold
requesting that his organization be
afforded the privilege of making con-
structive suggestions and recommen-
dations if the present consent de-

cree negotiations finally result in

boards being set up in exchange cen-
ters to enforce the decree.

Injunction by Consent
Ends Optical Goods Trust

Federal Judge William Bondy yes-
terday signed an injunction decree,

by consent of the Bausch & Lomb
Optical Co., which brings to an end
the optical goods monopoly exercised
by the American company and the
German Carl Zeiss Company.

Indictment obtained last March
alleged the two companies held a

world monopoly.

Engages Nine Former Stars

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Universal has engaged

the following nine former stars to

appear in its new Gloria Jean pic-

ture, "A Little Bit of Heaven":
Charles Ray, Pat O'Malley, Noah
Beery, Kenneth Harlan, Maurice Cos-
tello, Fred Kelsey, Grace Cunard,
William Desmond and Monte Blue.

Rooney-Garland ior Another
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Metro has started

preparation on a new film in which
Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland
will be co-starred. "Babes on Broad-
way" is the title. Busby Berkeley
is expected to direct.

Next ior Joan Crawford
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Joan Crawford has

been assigned by Metro to "A Wo-
man's Faith," an American version

of a Swedish picture in which Ingrid
Bergman originally appeared.

Start "Leather Pushers"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood -— Universal started

cameras grinding yesterday on "The
Leather Pushers," a re-make. Astrid

Allwyn has been added to the cast.

Richard Arlen and Andy Devine are

starred with James Rawlins direct-
j

ing.

SAG Ups Initiation Fee
Of Adult Memberships

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Screen Actors Guild,

as a result of action taken by the
board of directors with the approval
of the Class B council, increased
the initiation fee of $25 of all adult
classes of memberships in the Guild
to $50. Initiation fee for actors be-
tween 14 and 28 years of age will

remain $10. Children under 14 need
not be members. The dues schedule
remains unchanged.

Lamarr, Stewart Cast
In "Come Live With Me"

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—M-G-M yesterday cast

Hedy Lamarr and James Stewart in

the leading roles in "Come Live With
Me," written by Virginia Van Upp
and Patterson McNutt. Clarence
Brown will direct.

20th-Fox Closes Deal

With Howard Hughes

(.Continued from Page 1)

sales chief reported that Hughes had
Leo McCarey to direct one of the
two features.
The 20th-Fox studio is adhering to

its announced production lineup of

48 features, according to Wobber.
However, should circumstances force
a revision, he stated that the num-
ber to be made on the company's own
lot might be dropped to 44; under
no circumstances, he asserted, would
fewer be made.
As announced at the Chicago con-

vention, 20th-Fox's 1940-41 lineup
in addition to the domestic 48 in-

cluded four British-made features.
The latter will be delivered.
Commenting that company busi-

ness, along with general business,
was off at the present time, Wobber
expressed confidence that 20th-Fox
was due for a definite upturn. He
pointed out that the company had a
number of what he termed "exhibi-
tor pictures" coming up shortly,
mentioning especially "The Return
of Frank James." "Brigham Young,"
he added, loomed as one of the com-
pany's greatest productions.

Chakeres Takes Jones' Two
Jackson, O.—Phil Chakeres cir-

cuit has taken over Dwight Jones'
Markay and Kaymar theaters.

RELIEF FROM THE HEADLINES .

.

IN EXOTIC BUT

AUTHENTIC

ADVENTURE!
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Empire Films Okay

For Renters' Quota

(Continued from Page 1)

mains unchanged, and the exhibi-

tors' quota continues at 15 per cent.

The monetary footage quota is com-
pletely optional.

Reaction Highly Critical

Trade reaction to the order in

council was highly critical, and a

special meeting of the Films Coun-
cil was called for July 17.

There was keen interest in the

Board of Trade's decision to extend

renters' quota credit to Empire films,

with the belief generally held that

it was designed particularly to ap-

peal to Canada and Australia. Re-

cently, there have been persistent

reports, especially in the United

States and Canada, that British pro-

ducers were contemplating- produc-

tion in the Dominion.

A long-standing dispute between
the Dominions and the English Gov-

ernment has been concerned with the

fact that Dominion-made pictures

had to acquire quota credits in

Great Britain before they were ac-

ceptable as renters' quota.

To Induce U. S. to Produce in Can.?

On the other hand, it is believed

American distributors here see in

the move an effort to induce Ameri-
can companies to produce in nearby
Canada as conditions here now prac-

tically preclude any set production

program by American companies.

At the same time, it is pointed out

that the Board of Trade decision in

no way indicates that companies will

not be expected to live up to the

Films Act in every respect. However,
under the new order a picture made
in Canada by an American company
would serve as a renters' quota film

in the Empire and Great Britain,

providing it complies with the re-

quirements of the Act, mainly that

29,000 pounds in British labor costs

be expended as a minimum.

See Plan as a Liability

It is assumed that American dis-

tribs. will point out that if the

British Government will allow them
to produce in Canada with blocked

English, Australian and Canadian
currency, it might be acceptable,

and it would certainly help the in-

dustry in Canada. But they expect

to point out that if they are to ex-

WttAT
picture has the most thrilling

and authentic under-water

scenes ever made,?

See Page 8

A Habit?
Cincinnati—William "Red" Devanney,

Metro office mgr., made sporting head-
lines when he shot 8 birdies in 8 succes-
sive games on the same hole, at the

Hillcrest Country Club. J. J. Grady,
20th-Fox mgr., and Joe Oulahan, Para-

mount ace golfer were opponents.

"One Big Union" Plan
Before Equity Friday

(Continued from Page 1)

ing the report, with opinions on its

merits said to be divided. Meeting
was authorized yesterday by the

Council.

The Council also adopted a vigor-

ous denial of "Communism" charges
flung at the union by Rep. "William

Lambertson, Kan. Individual mem-
bers accused, wrote or told the
Council that the charges were un-
founded, and Lambertson will be

asked to produce substantiating evi-

dence or retract.

The Council also authorized Cho-
rus Equity to affiliate with the The-
ater Authority. Charges against
Miriam Hopkins by Bela Blau, who
alleged she broke a contract, were
also heard, and Miss Hopkins was
directed to appear later in the month.

Manchester Police to Have
Keys to All Film Theaters

Manchester, Eng. (By Air Mail)

—

At a branch meeting of the CEA
held here it was decided, in taking
advantage fo exhibitors' offer to

open their theaters to citizens made
homeless as a result of air raids,

that keys to the theaters be left at

the local police stations.

"Lion's Roar" for Exhib. Use
As a result of numerous requests

for its use in individual theaters,

"The Lion's Roar," Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer's one-column institutional ad-
vertisement which appears monthly
in 15 national magazines, has been
made available in mat form to first-

run exhibs.

pend American dollars in Canada for

production there, the plan is a lia-

bility as far as they are concerned.
Particularly so, if the plan now being
discussed by the Government by
which Empire-made films produced
by American distributors would
have to have dollar revenues from
the U. S. remitted to Great Brit-

ain or whatever Dominion the pic-

ture might have been produced in.

This idea, American execs, are

said to believe, would make such
production completely worthless to

them as it would be a distinct lia-

bility where they were pouring in

their dollars and credits, but their

returns would not be conmmensur-
ate with their costs. Amplification

of the Empire films ruling is ex-

pected shortly.

(The Film Daily on April 29 ex-

clusively disclosed that American
distributors had accepted the Brit-

ish monetary quota proposals, de-

tails of which were contained in the

story).

New S sHORT OUBJECTS

What they are — Who has them — How good they are

REVIEWS
"Dangerous Dollars"

(Paragraphic)

Paramount 11 Mins.

Exploitable Subject

The many persons in any community
handling money will be interested in

this subject, produced with the co-

operation of the U. S. Treasury De-
partment. A detailed explanation of

methods of spotting counterfeit coins,

Government checks, and bills, along

with information on how to get the

Treasury Department-mailed warnings

on new forgeries, are depicted. High-

light is a dramatization of an incident

showing a couple of bill passers try-

ing to change a counterfeit bill in a re-

tail store and indicates how properly in-

formed store owners can spot bad bills

and how they can co-operate with local

police in apprehending the phoney
money passers.

"Information Please,

No. 13"

RKO Pathe 10 Mins.

Grand, Timely Reel

This subject deserves marquee space

and advertising backing from any the-

ater in the country. Featuring the re-

cently nominated Republican candidate

for President, Wendell L. Willkie, it

will draw and satisfy occasional movie-

goers as well as the regulars. The
GOP's standard bearer, is said to have

created much favorable comment when
he appeared on the Information Please

radio program. His screen appearance

will not disappoint. The nominee gets

right into the light spirit of the reel,

shows no traces of self-consciousness,

and answers a variety of queries in a

convincing manner. The regular cast

of "Information Please" do their usual

good jobs.

EXPLOITETTES
The Government is hot on the trail

of bad money passers and consequently

the U. S. Secret Service has volunteered

to co-operate with exhibs. in pushing

this subject. Your nearest Service

office has a display frame with counter-

feit and genuine bills, ranging from

$1.00 to $100, for comparison pur-

poses, and has instructions from Wash-
ington to offer assistance wherever pos-

sible. A low cost stunt that should

garner newspaper space as well as

create permanent good-will is a special

showing for retail store cashiers, bank
tellers, and others who handle money in

their daily work.

Wendell L. Willkie's name is in the

forefront these days and this subject,

presenting him as of before the GOP
convention, will create plenty of in-

terest if properly sold. Play it on the

marquee and in your newspaper ads:

make up a lobby display of newspaper

clippings such as the "breaks" after

the recent N. Y. Music Hall showing;

spot your credits along with Willkie

banners and store window displays; tie-

up with local Republican clubs or try a

straw vote. Whatever you do, let

people know about the subject. They
will flock to see it.

JULY SCHEDULE
COLUMBIA

"His Bridal Fright" (Charley Chase); "How High Is Up?" (Three Stooges); "News
Oddities" (Phantasy); "The Pooch Parade" (Fables); "Screen Snapshots No. 9"; "Canvass

Capers" (Sport Reel); "Cinescope No. 6"; "The Archives" (Washington Parade).

M-G-M
"Trifles of Importance" (Passing Parade). Others to be announced.

PARAMOUNT
"Sink or Swim" (Sportlight) ; "Way Back When Razzberry Was a Fruit" (Stone Age
Cartoon); "You Can't Shoe a Horse Fly" (Color Classic); "Pinky Tomlin and Orchestra"

(Headliner); "Dangerous Dollars" (Paragraphic); "Fightin' Pals" (Popeye).

RKO RADIO
"The March of Time, No. 12"; "Put Put Trouble" (Walt Disney); "Information Please

No. 12"; "'Taint Legal" (Edgar Kennedy); "Bested By a Beard" (Leon Errol); "Good-
ness, A Ghost" (Radio Flash); "Sportscope No. 12"; "Reelism No. 12."

20TH CENTURY-FOX
"Cheerio, My Dears" (Lew Lehr); "Rupert, the Runt" (Terrytoon); "Action on Ice"

(Thorgesen-Sports) ; "Love In a Cottage" (Terrytoon).

UNIVERSAL
"Springtime Serenade" (Color Cartoon reissue); "Candyland" (Color Cartoon reissue);

"Stranger Than Fiction No. 79"; "Going Places No. 79"; "Hawaiian Rhythm" (Musical).

WARNER BROS.-VITAPHONE
"Little Blabber Mouse" (Merry Melody); "Porky s Baseball Broadcast" (Looney Tune);
"Pony Express Days" (Technicolor Productions); "Young America Flies" (Broadway
Brevity); "The Egg Collector" (Merry Melody); "The Valley" (Color Parade); "A Wild

Hare" (Merry Melody); "Woody Herman and Orchestra" (Melody Master).
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MPTOA Trade Plan

Jp At Suit Talks

(Continued from Page 1)

ication of block-booking and blind-
selling and some way to adjust com-
jlaints and grievances on clearance

ind overbuying.

Olioposals advanced by MPTOA in

^ call for an effective local

agency to adjust local complaints on
clearance and overbuying without
red tape and an adequate option to

cancel at the time they are available

©n all pictures bought in blocks and
in advance.

Kuykendall, in the bulletin, ex-

presses the opinion that "even a
faulty and imperfect consent decree
may be better than trying the suit,"

because of the expense and the de-

lay in solving trade practice prob-
lems which must await the outcome
of the action.

Newark Paper Starts Film
Festival, Using Revivals

Newark, N. J. — Sunday Call
launched its 12-week film festival for
the benefit of camps conducted for
under-privileged children on a non-
profit basis at the Little Theater
last night. Pix to be shown during
the festival will be revivals, chosen
in a reader poll made by the paper.
Readers incidentally voted for duals
during the festival, 2 to 1.

Winning films in the poll, listed

alphabetically, follow:

"A Star Is Born," "Awful Truth,"
"Captains Courageous," "Cavalcade,"
"The Citadel," "Count of Monte
Cristo," "Dark Victory," "David Cop-
perfield," "Dodsworth," "Goodbye,
Mr. Chips," "Good Earth," "It Hap-
pened One Night," "Lost Horizon,"
"Mr. Deeds Goes to Town," "Mutiny
on the Bounty," "My Man Godfrey,"
"Nothing Sacred," "Of Human Bond-
age," "Pygmalion," "Rose Marie,"
"San Francisco," "Sweethearts,"
"Theodora Goes Wild," "Three Smart
Girls" and "The Women."

Schlesinger With Hamilburg
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Leon Schlesinger has

contracted Mitchell J. Hamilburg Co.
as sole representative of the Leon
Schlesinger Corp., for commercial
and licensing tie-ups involving the
use of the Schlesinger name, "Porky
Pig," "Daffy Duck" and other car-
toon characters.

WEDDING BELLS

Miami—Fabian Wilber, manager
of the Biltmore theater, and Inez
Edmundsen, cashier at the Capitol,
were married.

Smithfield, O.—George Sturges,
owner of the Smithfield Theater,
was married here to Prena Lenzi.

REVIEWS Of n€UJ mmS Mushy Patriotic

Campaign is MappedStagecoach War" "Return Of Wild Bill'

with William Boyd, Russell Hayden,
Harvey Stephens

Paramount 63 Mins.

TOP-NOTCH WESTERN HAS PLENTY
OF ENTERTAINMENT FOR GENERAL
AUDIENCES.

Snappily paced, ably produced and pro-

vided with a plausible and fast-moving story,

Harry Sherman's newest Hopalong Cassidy

is an entertaining picture for general audi-

ences, apart from its western fan sphere.

Rugged action, splendid outdoor backgrounds
and photography, a highly capable cast and a

good story are its keystones. Exhibitors

should do well with the picture in almost

any situation.

Lesley Selander gets credit for an ex-

pert job of direction and Norman Houston
and Harry F. Olmstead for a fast-action

story and screenplay. William Boyd, per-

sonable, efficient and rugged as the redoubt-

able Hoppy, is ably supported by Russell

Hayden, Harvey Stephens, Julie Carter and
J. Farrell MacDonald. Rad Robinson, a

new type of bad man, also contributes large-

ly to the picture's all around class.

Boyd and Hayden volunteer to help Mac-
Donald save his stage line when his fran-

chise runs out and Harvey Stephens plans

to take over. From there on to a rousing

climax, there is gunplay, hard riding, a

subdued love interest, skullduggery, holdups

and general action.

CAST: William Boyd, Russell Hayden,
Julie Carter, Harvey Stephens, J. Farrell Mac-
Donald, Britt Wood, Rad Robinson, Eddy

Waller, Frank Lackteen, Jack Rockwell,

Eddie Dean, The Kings Men.

CREDITS: Producer, Harry Sherman; Di-

rector, Lesley Selander; Original story and

screenplay, Norman Houston and Harry F.

Olmstead; Based on characters created by

Clarence E. Mulford; Cameraman, Russell

Harlan; Editor, S. A. Rose.

DIRECTION, Expert. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Corking.

"Murder in the Air"
with Ronald Reagan

Warners-First National 55 Mins.

SECRET SERVICE MELLER WITH AN
ESPIONAGE BACKGROUND IS OKAY FOR
SECOND BILLINGS.

Fans who go for hokum secret service

stories about spies and mysterious war de-

vices will be satisfied with this one. First

half of the film is slow but the action

picks up somewhat towards the finish, with

a dirigible wreck and an airplane dogfight.

Performances are okay.

Ronald Reagan plays the part of a secret

service agent who takes the place of a

deceased spy in order to uncover the work-
ings of his international organization. The
gang assigns him to wreck a dirigible which

is testing an "inertia projector," a device

which stops motors from a distance. The
dirigible is wrecked by a storm and the

projector plans stolen, but Reagan is rescued

to finally capture the ringleaders.

CAST: Ronald Reagan, John Litel, Lya

Lys, James Stephenson, Eddie Foy, Jr., Rob-

ert Warwick, Victor Zimmerman, William

Gould, Kenneth Harlan, Frank Wilcox, Owen
King, Dick Rich, Charles Brokaw, Helen

Lynd.

CREDITS: Director, Lewis Seiler; Original

with Bill Elliott, Iris Meredith, George Lloyd

Columbia 60 Mins.

HARD-HITTING WESTERN IS BEST IN
BILL ELLIOTT SERIES TO DATE; WILL
PLEASE ACTION FANS.

Replete with action of every description

the western and action fans want, latest

in Columbia's series with Bill Elliott is

certain to please. Efforts to make the story

plausible and more intelligent than the

average run-of-the-mill western yarns are

noticeable, and the desired results are

achieved. Exhibitors using westerns to a

great extent should have no trouble selling

this one, and it will go nicely as a filler

on programs not usually featuring westerns.

Elliott is capably supported by Iris Mere-
dith and Luana Walters, two attractive

and efficient young ladies, Edward LeSaint,

Frank LaRue, George Lloyd and Francis

Walker, latter two the head villains in this

number.

Elliott is summoned home by his father

when Lloyd, Walker and their gang set

themselves up as vigilantes in order to rob

and murder the honest ranchers. He ar-

rives shortly after his father is shot by

Walker, but in time to learn from his father

what has been happening. He immediately

sets out after Walker and kills him. He
then drives Lloyd and the rest of the gang
from LaRue's ranch when they plan to hang
him for murdering Elliott's father.

Luana, sister of the gang leaders, warns

LaRue and the honest ranchers of a frame-

up to murder Elliott and they ride up in

time to save him from being lynched. Elliott

disposes of the gang in short order and

restores peace and quiet to the community.

CAST: Bill Elliott, Iris Meredith, Luana

Walters, George Lloyd, Edward LeSaint,

Frank LaRue, Francis Walker, Chuck Morri-

son, Dub Taylor, Buel Bryant, W. Kellogg.

CREDITS: Produced by Columbia; Direc-

tor, J. H. Lewis; Screenplay, Robert Lee

Johnson and Fred K. Myton; Story, Walt
Coburn; Cameraman, George Meehan; Edi-

tor, Richard Fantl.

DIRECTION, Fast. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

Tex Ritter in Eastern P.A.'s

Tex Ritter starts a p.a. tour
through New England and New York
tomorrow at the Gates theater,

Lowell, Mass. Tour will extend to

Aug. 9-10 when the Monogram West-
ern star plays the Bellevue, St. Al-
bans, Vt.

Acquires Rights to French Pix

Leo Films, headed by Nat Sanders,
has acquired American re-make
rights as well as distribution rights
to the French pix, "Les Jumeaux de
Brighton" (The Brighton Twins),
starring Raimu. Latter will be a
Fall release.

Circus Opposition for Detroit

Detroit—Ringling Bros. & Bar-
num & Bailey circus opens a four-
day run here July 13.

Screenplay, Raymond Schrock; Cameraman,
Ted McCord; Editor, Frank Magee; Art Di-

rector, Stanley Fleisher; Dialogue Director,

Harry Seymour.

DIRECTION, Fair. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

(Continued from Page 1)

organization and Nathan Yamins
represented Allied.

Committees were formed to han-
dle various phases of the campaign
which includes the sponsoring of
"The Land of Liberty," picture now
being shown at the World's Fair.
Full details of the campaign will be
announced late this week.

"Devil's Island" Placed
Back Into Circulation

"Devil's Island," whose distribu-
tion in the U. S. was halted by War-
ners in February, 1939, after French
squawks that its picture of con-
ditions in the penal colony was exag-
gerated, starts at the Globe theater
Saturday. Pix was originally booked
to play there.
While Warners offered no official

explanation, the trade assumed yes-
terday that the company no longer
considered the voluntary courtesy
shown the French Republic 16
months ago an obligation.

Sees Own Film Televised

Virginia A. Lynn, who directed
educational films about New York
for a couple of years, and who is

now directing television program for
Philco, in Philadelphia, yesterday
had the unusual experience of view-
ing one of her own films over the
Philco research receiver in Philly.
Subject was "A Day at the Hebrew
Kindergarten and Infants' Home,"
telecast from NBC's transmitter in
New York, which she directed about
a month ago.

"Whispering Cup" to Metro
Metro has acquired film rights to

the Crime Club novel, "The Whis-
pering Cup," published last month
by Doubleday-Doran.

PIC'MAGAZINE
with its millions of readers devoted its

front page and most of its editorial con-

tent to extoling the praises of

EDWARD SMALL'S

PRODUCTION OF
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MPTOA Sees Tax

From Dime Up

(Continued from Page 1)

out that if the defense tax is fur-

ther revised, exhibitors who drop
their prices to 20 cents to escape
the tax for six months "will be
stuck." With a 20-cent admission
established in their theaters, they
will be forced to pay the full rate

of tax on it.

Will Pull Down Admish Price

"In the meantime," he writes,

"they will have pulled down the ad-

mission prices at competing and
prior-run theaters to the detriment
of everybody and gained nothing for

themselves."
Kuykendall says further:

"Reports indicate that practically

all theaters are wisely maintaining
their present admission prices and
collecting the defense tax in addi-

tion thereto.
"While this may work some hard-

ships on the theaters in the way
of a slight reduction in attendance
because of the increased amount
the patron must pay to get in, which
is so slight it probably will not be

noticeable and should not be con-

fused with other causes for a

slump in attendance at this time of

the year, nevertheless it will pre-

vent a disastrous price war in com-
petitive situations that could easily

develop from theaters cutting ad-

missions to 20c to escape the tax.

Sees Bargain Matinee Threat

"Such price cutting would inevit-

ably be met by bargain matinee
scales, price cutting at prior runs,

and result in no advantage to the

theater that tries to undersell its

competitors and escape the tax at

the same time."
Kuykendall adds:
"Admission prices have been held

down in many places artificially by
the 41c admission tax and by reck-

less cut-rate price competition be-
tween theaters. The 40c exemption
put a penalty on first-runs that

would otherwise charge 50c, which
in turn holds down all of the sub-
sequent-runs in the area that fol-

low the 40c first-run. This ceiling

is now removed on the first-runs,

and the cut rate competition may
be lessened.

"Therefore we believe that every
exhibitor should give very careful
consideration to the question of the

best possible admission scale at his

own theater. He should make sure
that the level of admissions is high
enough to produce the maximum
gross receipts. This may take some
experimenting, which may not be
advisable until the summer seasonal
slump is at an end, but it is worth
serious and careful consideration."

STORKS!
Indianapolis — William Sherman,

Universal salesman, is the father
of an eight-pound baby girl, born
in the Coleman Hospital here.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

/^EORGE SHERMAN. Born New York City, July 14, 1908. Attended Stuy-^S vesant, and later Textile High Schools. Upon leaving school was em-
ployed as an office boy in the home office of First National. In 1927 went to

work for Biograph as a mail clerk, in New York. Came to California in 1928 and
went back to First National as a second assistant

director. In 1929 he joined Mack Sennett as an

assistant director on two-reel comedies and
stayed with Sennett until 1939 when Republic

took over the Sennett property in Studio City.

Republic also took over the young assistant di-

rector and gave him a megaphone of his own.
He was assigned to direct Gene Autry Westerns
and did eight of them. He was then appointed

director of the studio's important "Mesquiteer"
series, and made 20 of them. In the early months
of 1940 he was upped to a producer's berth,

and at present is producing and directing the

Don "Red" Barry series. Is considered one of the

best western directors in the business.

Wm. Goldman to Operate
In S-W Pooling Deal

(Continued from Page 1)

pictures in the Germantown houses
as a continuous-run.
Goldman was once S-W zone chief

here. Several years ago, he acquired
the S-W Pottstown theaters which
he is now operating and at one time
was reported filing suit against S-W.

Brandt-Wachsberger Form
Triumph as Producing Co.

(Continued from Page 1)

ture is to be released by RKO. Pro-
duction on the Luise Rainer picture
is to start on the Coast in mid-Sep-
tember.

Mansfield Ritz to Skirball

Mansfield, O. — Ritz theater has
been taken over on lease by William
Skirball, Cleveland circuit operator.
Skirball is lessor of the Madison
here, now operated by Warners. Sol
Bernstein, Ritz owner, is retiring

because of ill health. Ben Pittin,

formerly of the Palace, Toledo, will

be new resident manager of the
Ritz.

Commercial Bingo Banned
Asbury Park, N. J. — A ban

against "commercial Bingo and kin-
dred gambling games" is announced
by Monmouth County Prosecutor
John J. Quinn. It is reported aimed
principally at establishments con-
ducting games for cash prizes in a
number of shore resorts.

Matter of Transposition

Series of shorts to be produced by
Prudential Pictures, Inc. will be
called "Abroad at Home" instead of

"At Home Abroad."

Roxy, Caldwell, to Huprich
Caldwell, O.—C. E. Huprich, owner

of the Noble theater, has assumed
the management of the Roxy, owned
by Mrs. Mena Fliehman, of Woods-
field.

Executives' Stock Deals
Are Disclosed by the SEC

(Continued from Page 1)

mon and 21,946 shares of $1.50 cumu-
lative preferred.

Columbia's report states Schneider

has acquired 1,304 shares of com-
mon through an exchange, making
his total in that class 1,404 shares.

He also disposed of 504 common
voting trust certificates in an ex-
change, holding none of the certifi-

cates now and holds 7,500 option
warrants for common stock.
Report of Loew's Boston Theaters

shows continued acquisition of the
stock by Loew's, Inc., with the par-
ent company acquiring 17,067 shares
of $25 par common stock. This
brings Loew's, Inc., holding in this

class to 117,506 shares.

Duncan G. Harris has acquired 800
shares of Paramount $1 par com-
mon stock, it was reported and now
holds 1,000 shares and 200 shares
of 6 per cent convertible 2nd pre-
ferred.

Universal Corp.'s report reveals
Nate J. Blumberg disposed of 500
common voting trust certificates and
now holds 130,000 certificates while
Preston Davie acquired 200 certifi-
cates, bringing his total to 2,200
directly and 26,500 through Stand-
ard Capital Co. Blumberg reports
holding 10,000 common voting trust
certificate warrants and Davie holds
111,283 warrants through Standard"
Capital.

Thomas P. Loach reports acquir-
ing 300 shares of Monogram $1 par
common to bring his total common
holdings to 700 shares. He also holds
6,173 options for common.
Trans Lux report states Robert

Daine has disposed of 200 shares of
$1 par common and now holds 2,800
shares.

Report of General Theaters Equip-
ment states Edward C. Delafield has
acquired 100 shares of capital no
par value representing his full hold-
ings. Earle G. Hines acquired 500
shares bringing his total to 1,500
shares and R. B. Larue added 100
shares for a total of 500 shares.

Bergen May Produce

For UA or RKO Radio

(Continued from Page 1)

either company. The deal, he add
must be one that would "do right b

Charley."
Bergen leaves Friday for Nasi

ville where he expects to pick "|

Stinson plane he recently purc^-^c
and then proceed on to the Coast.

Coast SPG Authorizes
Affiliation With SPAG

(Continued from Page 1)

resolution for affiliation proposed h

the SPAG, and with plans for th

setting up of a national organization
the Eastern guild will now be knov
as the Screen Publicists Guild <

New York.

SPG delegates will meet in Holh
wood next month for a constitution;
convention on the natinal Guild

UA Closes Ohio Deals
Cleveland—Matt Goodman, Unite

Artists branch manager, has close
100 per cent product deals for th
1940-41 output with Ray Wallace fc

his Alliance houses, with Sam Reicl
blum for the Columbia, East Livei
pool and with F. H. Hathaway fc
his circuit in Campbell, Struther:
Hubbard and Canfield.

Baxley Forms Holding Co.
Houston, Tex.—The Park Plac

Theater Properties, which plans t

operate a string of theaters in Hou;
ton, has been incorporated by L. (

Baxley, formerly associated wit
Interstate Theaters at Dallas; O. Ci

Ballard and W. E. Wygant. Th
new firm will be a holding con
any for theaters headed by Baxle; .

Klements Convalescing
Miami, Fla.— Walter Klement;

booker for Wometco Theaters, Inc
is convalescing in a hospital follov
ing a recent operation.

B^firt/^/./y^

Y0UGU£S5£Dn7
under-water scenes provide many ex-

citing moments in Edward Small's

spectacular South Seas adventure-
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ANADIAN PRODUCING HOPES DEALT BLOW

'athe News Will Cover Dem. Convention ForTele
Sarks First Important Tieup

i letween NBC and Films;

hots Exclusively for Tele

Pathe News will cover the Demo-
atic national convention for NBC
levision and will ship approxi-
tely 1,000 feet of film daily from

licago to New York for transmis-
on over NBC's tele station,

2XBS. This arrangement, com-
eted yesterday, is said to be the
st important tie-up between NBC
elevision and the motion picture
dustry.
It was pointed out that the Pathe
tots will be made exclusively for

levision and will be flown to New
ork, where they will be telecast

aily at 3:30 P.M. and 9 P.M.

•ara.'s CBS "Buy"

aid Due to Tele

'ashington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Details of the trans-

ition by which Paramount in 1929
lught an interest in CBS, were re-
galed yesterday before the Senate
iterstate Commerce Committee

- hich is holding hearings on the re-

jDpointment of Thad H. Brown to
le FCC for a seven-year term.
Ralph F. Colin, general counsel of

(Continued on Page 6)

LTSE to Make Television

[urvey on the West Coast

Chicago—Prexy George E. Browne
: the IATSE has designated a spe-
lal committee to make a survey of
lie television situation on the West
loast. Survey will be from the oper-
|:ors' viewpoint especially.

Hear Franh Walher
May Succeed Farley
Chicago—Frank C. Walker, president

of Comerford-Publix Theaters Corp. and
vice-president of the MPTOA, is being
prominently mentioned here as a possible

successor to James A. Farley as chairman
of the Democratic National Committee.
This is on the assumption that Farley
will step down, following the convention
next week. Walker is former head of

the National Emergency Council and a

friend of the President.

"Loud of Liberty," Industry's Fair Film,
to be Re-edited for Release to Theaters

"The Land of Liberty," produced by the film industry for showing at the two
World's Fairs, will be re-edited, brought up to date and released to theaters throughout
the country. Original plan was to make the picture available to educational institutions

only, but that proposal has been shelved in favor of general release to theaters.

"Definite Progress

In Suit Settlement

Conferences in regard to settle-

ment of the Government suit by con-

sent decree resulted in "definite

progress" yesterday, it was learned
following the day's parley.

It was said that an understand-
ing on problems and issues formerly
regarded as stumbling blocks was
near and that the situation appeared
more hopeful than it had been for
some time.
While details were withheld by

(Continued on Page 8)

Blank Heads Para. Group's
Patriotic Service Dept.

Chicago — A. H. Blank of Des
Moines has been named chairman of

the newly organized patriotic service

department for Paramount theater
operators in the Middle and Far
West. New department will co-

ordinate Paramount theaters' par-
ticipation in Red Cross and other
patriotic drives.

Barney Balaban said in New York
yesterday that similar groups had
been formed by other Paramount
partners in the South and West.

N. W. Allied Elects

New Directors

Minneapolis—New board of direc-

tors was elected at the opening
session of the Northwest Allied con-

vention at the Nicollet Hotel yes-

terday. New board members con-

sist of Clarence Kaake of Duluth;
A. Anderson of Faribault C. Dan-
ielson of Mable; R. G. Risch of Ap-
pleton; E. L. Peaslee of Stillwater;

Don Buckley of Redwood Falls; Sol

Lebedof of Minneapolis and Hiller

Hoffman of St. Paul—all from Min-
nesota. All balloting was closed

despite objections from some mem-
bers who favored open balloting.

Ben Ashe will probably be the choice

of the convention for executive sec-
(Continued on Page 8)

Korda Exam, in Goldwyn's
Suit Deferred to Sept. 16

On stipulation of both parties, Fed-

eral Judge William Bondy yesterday

ordered a postponement of the ex-

amination of Alexander Korda to

Sept. 16 in connection with Gold-

wyn's suit against United Artists.

Korda is to submit all records of his

dealings with UA and with London
Films Productions, Ltd., at the ex-

amination.

industry to AidRed Cross

Mai. I-- E- Thompson Heads Drive Committee

New Firm to Make Pix

In English and Spanish

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—International Pictures,

Inc., has been formed to produce
pictures in English and Spanish.

Alexis Thurn-Taxis is president; Ed-
(Continued on Page 8)

A committee to draw up tentative

plans for an industry drive for Red
Cross funds in October has been ap-

pointed by the executive committee
of the MPPDA. The group is com-
posed of independent and circuit the-

ater representatives and include the

following:
Joseph Bernhard, Warner Bros.;

(Continued on Page 4)

British Trade Board Rules
UK Blocked Money Cannot
Be Used for Empire Films

London (By Cable)—Ruling
that blocked currency in the
U.K. can not be used by Ameri-
can companies to finance production
in Canada or Australia, the Board of
Trade yesterday dealt a blow to Can-
adian hopes of bringing American
production to the Dominion.
At the same time, when ques-

tioned as to whether or not films
produced by American companies in

Dominions would be subject to re-
(Contimted on Page 4)

Portable Circuits

Active in Midwest

St. Louis—Dozen-odd portable cir-

cuits are playing one night stands
in small towns in Eastern Missouri,
Southern Illinois, Northwestern Ar-
kansas, Southeastern Iowa and
Western Kentucky this summer,
checkup shows.

Merchant-sponsored, with admis-
(Continued on Page 8)

Physical Rehabilitation

Of Para. Houses Planned

Chicago — New program of phy-
sical rehabilitation of various Para-
mount theater properties was dis-

cussed here yesterday at a meeting
of executives and partners. Defense
tax and reaction of patrons through-
out the country also were under dis-

cussion.

"Syracuse" to Open
in 3 Syracuse Spots

Syracuse, N. Y.—RKO-Schine pool here

will devote three houses—Keith's, Para-
mount and Eckel—to the world premiere

of "The Boys From Syracuse," Jules

Levey production for Universal, on July

18. Triple opening is set for 7:30 p.m.

with p.a.'s by Joe Penner, Bud Abbott,

Lou Costello, Richard Rodgers, Lorenz
Hart and Charles Coburn, among others.

It's the town's first gala. Penner, Eric

Blore, Constance Moore and Peggy
Moran will head the Hollywood dele-

gation flying East. Following pre-

miere, pix will continue only at Keith's.
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7 7 7
Col. Picts. vtc. (2l/

2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd.. 17l/

2 17]/2 17l/
2 + %

Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 120 119 1191/2— 1/4

do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 9i/4 9'/4 9V4
Loew's, Inc 24'/4 23% 23% — %
do pfd
Paramount 5% 5 5%
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd. . .

7l/
2 71/2 7l/

2
Pathe Film 8 7% 8 + Vi
RKO New 3 2% 3

20th Century-Fox . . .
6l/

2 6% 6l/
2

20th Century-Fox pfd. 15

y

4 15% 15%— Vs
Univ. Pict. pfd
Wawer Bros 2% 2V4 2i/4
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3V2s46.103 103 103 + 1/4

Para. B'way 3s55. ... 45 45 45 +1
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47 83 83 83
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 79l/

2 79% 79% + %
NEW YORK CURB MARKET

Monogram Picts % 1/2 % + Vs
Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd

Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45 63% 65%
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 57 60

Tri-States May Convert
Nabe as Tele-News House

Des Moines, la.—Tri-States The-
ater Corp. has under consideration
a Tele-News house using news reels

only. Plan is to make over nabe
house where B.O. is down. Deal is

still in tentative stage.

CONCILIATION FOR CANADA IN FALL
Provincial Boards to be Established First, Dominion Governing

Body Later, Says Nathanson

Canadian film industry's plan for

a system of conciliation boards is

expected to become operative this

Fall, according to N. L. Nathanson,
head of Famous Players Canadian
Corp., who is in New York. Nathan-
son said the provincial boards would
be established first and a national,

or Dominion governing body, would
be set up later.

Meanwhile, reports from Toronto
indicate that work on the establish-

ment of the boards has been held up

temporarily so that all concerned

can give their fullest efforts to the

Canadian film industry's campaign

to raise $1,000,000 for the war fund.
Shows, admission free upon pur-

chase of War Savings Stamps, will

be held across Canada next Monday
night and work on the conciliation
plan will be resumed shortly after
that date.

Pacific National Theaters i Ala. Supreme Court Will
Receiver Appointed in Del. Hear Theater Game Case

Wilmington, Del.—Wm. H. Foulk
of this city yesterday was appointed
receiver of Pacific National Theaters,
Inc., a dissolved corporation of the
state of Delaware, by order of Chan-
cellor William Watson Harrington,
acting upon motion of Howard
Duane, solicitor for Margaret M.
Stevens and W. Ernest Choate, com-
plainants in the New Castle County
Chancery Court action against Paci-
fic National.
The theater company and its rep-

resentatives were ordered by the
chancellor to deliver the company's
property and effects to the receiver,

and were enjoined from receiving,

collecting or compromising any debts

or other choses in acticn due or be-

longing to Pacific National and from
selling or transferring any property
of the company to any persons other

than the receiver.

Book Premiums Fading
In Chi., Gaining in West

Chicago—Robert Gordon of Con-
solidated Book Publishers, says that

while the demand from the Chicago
theaters for book premiums is taper-

ing off, it is offset by increased de-

mand from the Wisconsin and West
Coast theaters. Edward Cramer, is

handling the sales in southern Cali-

fornia and Robert Lippert in north-

ern California. Among the books in

demand as premiums are 20-volume
set of classics, 5 volume dictionary,

15-volume Encyclopedia and the

Wonder books.

No Scale Set by Operators
For Slot Machine Service

Chicago — John Smith, business
agent for the Chicago operators

union, denies any scale has been set

for servicing film slot machines and
iavs this matter will be taken up,

when the machines are readv for

actual operation, in the Chicago
district.

R. G. (Casey) Edinger Dies

Denver—R. G. (Casey) Edinger,
56, owner and manager of the Zaza
theater, died at his home after a

short illness.

Mobile, Ala.—Trial of Ricardo
Montiel, Saenger Theater manager,
for alleged violation of lottery laws
based on the operation of "Bank
Nights" at his theater, has been de-
ferred.

Montiel's attorney made a com-
plaint seeking to enjoin officers from
interfering with the "Bank Nights"
on the grounds that other lotteries

(church Bingo games, etc.) were
running wide open. The judge up-
held the solicitor's motion to strike
this complaint and Montiel's attor-
ney appealed to the Supreme Court.

Film Safety Vaults
Considered in England

London (By Mail)—Question of
safe storage vaults for motion pic-

ture films in face of active invasion
of Great Britain is receiving special
consideration. Devon and Cornwall
branch of the CEA has instructed
its secretary to take action looking
to a reserve of films to be available
in Plymouth and Cornwall at the
expense of the branch.

Other branches are expected to

taks similar war mesaures.
The KRS has also taken the mat-

ter under consideration.

No National Release Date
For Walt Disney Festival

RKO is setting no national release
date for its Walt Disney Festival,
nackas'e show embracing "Snow
White" and four Disney shorts, it

was learned yesterday. Sectional
availability will be tied to kev first-

runs, with RKO asking "A" pix
treatment for the show.

RKO Palace, Chicago,
May Reopen July 26

Chicago — RKO will reopen the
Palace Theater here on July 26, it

was reported last night.

Two-Day Intermission
Syracuse—Franklin theater, oper-

ated by Rap Merriman, is closing
Wednesday and Thursday for the
summer.

COminG and G0IDG

LAUDY LAURENCE, Metro's European man-
ager, his wife and son, and his assistant, ARTHUR
FIELD, arrive today from Lisbon on the Clipper.

MADELEINE CARROLL also arrives today on
the Clipper.

WALTER FUTTER arrives here this week on
the Washington. /fo

EARLE W. HAMMONS leaves for Hollyfc.

tomorrow.

THOMAS MURTHA and SAL SCOPPA, New
York union execs., have left for the Coast on
IATSE business.

PATRICIA MORRISON leaves Hollywood to-

morrow to continue a personal appearance tour.

ADRIENNE AMES is in Rochester to take
part in the Rochester Drama Festival.

JACK BERKSON, of Mohawk Films, is ir

Chicago on business.

SAM DEMBOW, Paramount Theater exec, re-

turns today from Chicago.

BEN BLOOMF1ELD, manager of B & K's Up-
town Theater, Chicago, and his family are spend-
ing their vacation on the West Coast.

SEYMOUR SIMON, special assistant to ths

Attorney General, has returned to New Yorl
from Chicago where he attended the marriagi

of his sister.

ELI FINK, of the Spitz & Adcock law office
Chicago, goes to the Coast next month to rata

depositions in the Fannie Brice vs. 20th-Fo:
suit.

WILL BRISCOE, manager of B & K's Cin.

•

Theater, Chicago, leaves for an extended vaca
tion to the West Coast this week.

SAM LEVINE, co-manager of Jones, Linicl

& Schaefer's Oriental Theater, Chicago, i

vacationing with friends in New Jersey.

ALEX RAVDIN, manager of the Capitol, Rich
mond, is vacationing in New York.

TOM DONALDSON, Metro's New Haven man
ager, is visiting his mother in Berlin, N. H.

MORRIS JACOBSON of Strand Amusement
Bridgeport, Conn., is spending a long week-em
in Detroit.

BOB MUNZNER, assistant manager of th

College, New Haven, is fishing at Lake Sabago
Me.

WALTER 8. COKELL, treasurer of Paramoun
Pictures, is here from the Coast.

Olsen and Johnson's Ice

Show for Warner House?

Deal is being talked between War
ners and Olsen and Johnson to pu
on an ice show at Warners 51st St

theater, formerly the Hollywood
If negotiations go through, the sho\
would open about the same time th
Sonja Henie show goes into the Cen
ter Theater this fall. Engineers ar
now redesigning the Hollywood stag
in preparation for the show.

EVERY TELEGRAM'S A

RUSH TELEGRAM AT

Tostal
Telegraph

CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS
'PHONED IN APPEAR ON YOUR
TELEPHONE BILL.
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Reunited! Jeanette

MacDonald and
Nelson Eddy! And
the Cash Register

is Red Hot!
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NEWMOON
AND
ANDY HARDY
MEETS
DEBUTANTE
ARE

Reunited/ Mickey
Rooney and Judy
Garland. They're

topping sensational

"Babes in ArmsJ
'l

//

It's WINTER at

the Box' Office

1 ^ when you play
M'G'M's Summer
Life*Savers!

HOLD-OVER
SENSATIONS!
"NEW MOON"- 2nd Week of S. R. O. Biz at Columbus, Cleveland, Baltimore,

Harrisburg, Hartford, New Haven, Washington, D. C, Denver, Salt Lake, San Francisco,

Spokane, Los Angeles (Playing 2 Theatres Day and Date). And More to Come!

ANDY HARDY MEETS DEBUTANTE 7 —2nd Record Breaking Week at Columbus,

Cleveland, Dayton, Hartford, Atlanta, Houston, Detroit, Chicago, Indianapolis, Kansas

City,' Louisville, Providence, Reading. And More Every Day!
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Film Industry

To Aid Red Cross

{Continued from Page 1)

Harry Brandt, ITOA; Col. H. A.
Cole, Allied president; Leonard Gol-
denson, Paramount; Ed Kuykendall,
MPTOA president; C. C. Moskowitz,
Loew's; Robert Poole, Pacific Coast
Conference; Spyros Skouras, Na-
tional Theaters; Mai'or L. E. Thomp-
son, RKO; Walter Vincent, MPTOA,
-nd Nathan Yamins, Allied. Major
Thompson is chairman.

Pittsburgh Variety Club
To Stage Turtle Derby

Pittsburgh—Variety Club of Pitts-

burgh will sponsor a National Tur-
tle Derby at either Forbes Field or

the Gardens here in September to

raise $75,000 for its charities, which
include free milk for children in

all institutions and the maintenance
of Camp O'Connell, vacation camp
for underprivileged youngsters.

John H. Harris, national chief

barker of the Variety Clubs, is gen-
eral chairman of the Derby, with
Harry Kalmine, Warner exec, as
"sales manager of turtles."

Derby will have $1,000 grand
prize, and 10 prizes of $100 each
for winners of 10 heats. Entry fee
for each turtle will be $10.

Pittsburgh Derby will be the sec-

ond this summer under Variety Club
auspices. Dallas Club has one set

for August.

Murtha, Scoppa to Coast
To Settle IATSE Dispute

Thomas Murtha, business agent of

Local 4, Brooklyn stagehands and
also president of the New York Cen-
tral Trades and Labor Council, and
Sal Scoppa, business agent of Local
52, studio mechanics, have been dele-

gated by George E. Browne, IATSE
prexy to serve as a two-man com-
mittee to adjudicate a jurisdictional

dispute between several IA Coast
unions. Union execs, arrive in Hol-

lywood tomorrow from New York,
with the probability that they will

stay there until they have a com-
plete set of recommendations to

hand to Browne.

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Walter Wanger

Sally Blane

ALCNG THE

WITH PHIL M. DALYi
T T

• • • THAT up-state exhib. who insists upon translating

Metro's proud motto "Ars Gratia Artis" as "Consistency, thou

art a jewel" mebbe isn't so far wrong at that For who is

there to deny that when it comes to production performance .......

and selling performance. .... .Metro boasts a record that is second

to none That goes for the torrid months no less than for those

other months in the September to May period The present

year of grace is no exception to the rule

T T T
• • • From around the country recently have come

reports of the exceptional biz done by Metro's "New Moon"

and this includes Loew, those situations where the circuit

played the musical as a single feature although the

usual policy calls for duals Right on the heels of "New
Moon" Metro has provided "Andy Hardy Meets Debu-

tante" and is this newest in the series clicking!!!

T T T
• • • ON the basis of the 25 opening engagements "Deb-

utante" has leaped into first place over all previous grossers for

the series and up to last night Metro had been advised of

11 holdovers Towns include Atlanta, Houston, Dayton, Indianapolis

Louisville, Columbus, Hartford Providence, Reading, Milwaukee

and Detroit Incidentally and importantly "Debutante" is re-

ported topping biz done by "Babes in Arms" And so history

meaning Andy Hardy repeats for two years ago you may re-

call "Love Finds Andy Hardy" was a top July grosser

And in July last year "Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever"

similarly stood out like "Ars Gratia Artis" itself

T T
e • • Didja notice that on the same day Herman
Wobber disclosed that Howard Hughes will produce two

features for distribution by 20th Century-Fox the SEC
revealed that Hughes through the Hughes Tool Co., of

Houston had doubled his stock holdings in Transcontinental

& Western Air, Inc with the result that he now owns approx-

imately 35% of the latter"s total shares on the market

It is through Hughes Tool, incidentally that the producer-

flyer just recently received permits for experimental tele-

vision stations in both Los Angeles and San Francisco

.

Screen, aviation, television. .. .can you name a combo with

greater potentialities ... .in this free America

V T T
• • • STUFF Frank Phelps, Warner theaters' labor chieftain,

won the senior golf tournament at the Westchester Country Club last

Sunday Edgar Bergen is exhibiting Charley McCarthy at the Gen-

eral Foods exhibit at the New York World's Fair Monroe Greenthal

has completed his UA field exploitation staff with the exception of the

fellow who will handle the Detroit territory H. M. Richey is attending

the Northwest Allied convention in Minneapolis Congrats, to A. W.

Roth, pioneer Chicago exhib. and dean of Windy City showmen, now

celebrating his 50th year in show biz Harry Carey, grand old

trouper, due here from the Coast Saturday en route to Skowhegan, Me.,

where he'll appear with son Steven in a straw hat production of "Ah,

Wilderness" Oscar Serlin has signed Clifford Odets to dramatize

"Nijinsky" to which he owns both screen and stage rights Reginald

Denham and not Sir Cedric Hardwicke will direct the Warner-backed

stage production of "Jupiter Laughs," Dr. A. J. Cronin's first play

« « « » »> »

Canadian Producing

Hopes Dealt Blow

(Continued from Page 1)

strictions that would entail the r

turn to the Dominion of all dolh
revenues earned from such films

exhibition in the U. S., the Boa^
stated that no opinion could _
handed down until such a conc^
case was presented.

It is expected here that Canadia
pressure will be brought to bear
effect some compromise agreemei!
that would give American compi
nies a break to induce them to prd

duce some pictures in CanadJ
Meanwhile indignation over, aif

criticism of, the new rulings coJ

tinues to mount, with several sul

jects being hotly debated and col

tested by both exhibitors and dij

tributors.

Insofar as Empire films servii

as quota pictures goes, the Boai
stated that there would be a stri

selectivity put on such films, wi
propaganda films probably gettii

preference over straight entertai

ment features.

Discussions have been instigated <

remittance percentages for Ame:
can companies to work out a bas
for the next remittance installment
which will be based on current bus
ness. Overage and underage
companies compared to their la

percentages may reshuffle the
mittances to quite an extent, it

said.

Willkie Short Print Order
Up 25%; Booked Solid

Print allotment for the "Inform
tion Please" short "starring" We
dell Willkie has been increased by i

per cent and every unit is booke
solid, Harry Michalson, short su
ject sales manager for RKO Rad
Pictures, said yesterday.

Michalson stated practically evei

major circuit will play the shoi
Thus far, it has been booked
RKO, Warners, Fox, Interstat

Schine, Great States and Loew's.

Richard Von Zakobiel Dead
Milwaukee—Richard Von Zak

biel, operator of the Roxy, Nor
side nabe house for the past eigl

years, is dead here. Survivors a'

his wife, three brothers and tv

sisters.

iVazi Film Screened
in Capitol Building

Washington Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Exhibition of a film de-

picting Germany's invasion of the Low
Countries in the Capitol's House Office
Building caucus room Tuesday night for

an invited Congressional audience, with
Rep. Ross Collins, D., Miss., as the re-

ported host, brought sharp criticism yes-
terday from members present. Bids to

the screening contained a request that
publicity be avoided. Critics of the
screening called the film simon-pure
propaganda.
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Victor McLaglen • JON HALL • Frances Farmer
star of 'The Hurricane'

OLYMPE BRADNA • GENE LOCKHART • DOUGLAS DUMBRILLE
Screen play by GEORGE BRUCE • Directed by ALFRED E. GREEN

0Uai~£**u UNITED ARTISTS

u

THRILLS TO SELL . . .

* the battle of the lagoon . . white men dynamiting native war canoes! & the undersea adventures of

the daring pearl divers! * the sinuous measures of the luau, native dance of love! * the sailing ship

adrift in the tropic seas . . manned by a dead crew! ond espeeiafly... the romance of Jon (Hurricane)

Hall and Shanghai Ruby (Frances Farmer) as they find love beneath those torrid tropic stars!

/
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Para.'s CBS "Buy

Said Due to Tele

{Continued from Page 1)

CBS, gave the committee the details

of the financial transaction. He tes-

tified that at the time, Paramount-
Famous Lasky Corp. decided that,

because of developments in the tele-

vision field which seemed imminent,
it desired to acquire one-half inter-

est in CBS. After prolonged nego-
tiations, he said, Paramount agreed
to buy and CBS stockholders agreed
to sell such interest for $5,000,000.
Paramount's offer was contingent on
CBS earning net profits of $2,000,000
in the two following years, Colin
stated.

He testified that workings of the
transaction called for Para, to pay
$5,000,000 by delivering 58,823 shares
of its own stcck, which had a market
value at the time of much less than
$5,000,000, but agreed to buy the
stock back at $85 per share for a
total of $5,000,000, regardless of the
market price.

CBS divided its stock in half, mak-
ing it "A" and "B" shares, Colin

told the committee, giving Para-
mount all the "A" stock with the
right to elect half the board. Cclin

then said Para.'s stock had between
1929 and 1932 fallen far below the

$85 price, and stated of the original

58,823 shares, Columbia stockholders

had 47,484 shares. He said the holders

of this stock learned that Paramount,
being unwilling to deplete its own
cash position, had decided to sell its

CBS stock to put itself in funds to

repurchase its own shares. Para-
mount, after further negotiations,

put a price of $5,200,000 on the CBS
stock it owned, he said.

Colin then related that the group
of CBS stockholders who held the
Paramount stock negotiated with a
group of bankers who were willing

to buy a substantial part of Para-
mount's Columbia stock if they could

acquire it at a price they considered
favorable. The price set by Para-
mount of $5,200,000 for the entire

63,250 shares amounted to $83.21 a

share, and upon completion of an
independent investigation, the bank-
ers offered to invest $2,000,000 on
this basis, he testified. CBS stock-

holders also considered $82.21 a share

an advantageous price and accepted

the bankers' offer, re-acquired part

c<f the stock sold Paramount, retired

the remaining part to the CBS treas-

ury and sold to the banking group
a portion of the CBS stock they had
re-acquired.
The hearing resumes after the

Democratic convention.

Miller as Barrymore Receiver

Samuel A. Miller yesterday was
appointed by Federal Judge William
A. Bondy, ancillary receiver of the

estate of John Barrymore in New
York, in reference to a petition for

an arrangement filed on June 5 in

California. Testimony of witnesses

will be taken before referee Robert

P. Stephenson in connection with
Barrymore's interest in the play

"My Dear Children."

it REVIEWS Of THE flEW flLflFIS ;<

"You're Not So Tough"
with Nan Grey, Billy Halop, Huntz Hall

Universal 71 Mins.

PROGRAM OFFERING TELLS AN OLD
STORY BUT PERFORMANCES AND DI-

RECTION ARE GOOD.

The conventional plot of the boy palm-
ing himself off on the widow who lost

her son as the long lost offspring serves

again as the theme of this release. How-
ever, the story is kept moving, the per-

formances of the entire cast are good and
Joe May directs the picture ably.

A combination of the Dead End Kids

and The Little Tough Guys is provided in

the film, with Nan Grey, Henry Armetta
and Rosina Galli also sharing top roles. Pic-

ture can be sold to audiences receptive to

the players and this type of film, but lack

of names limits its sphere.

Billy Halop, Huntz Hall and the rest of

the gang live by their wits, mooching and

stealing. They arrive at an itinerant camp
and Halop and Hall mooch a meal from Nan
Grey by a ruse. Later they are all thrown

in jail by the sheriff when caught cheating

in a crap game.

The sheriff releases Halop and Hall to

work on Miss Galli's ranch. Halop poses

as her long lost son and eventually gets

the rest of the gang work, while looking

for her money. The boys turn honest when
Miss Galli has troubles getting her crops

to market and everything turns out for

the best.

CAST: Nan Grey, Henry Armetta, Rosina

Galli, Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell,

Bobby Jordan, Eddy Waller, Joe King, David

Gorcey, Hally Chester, Harris Berger.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Kenneth

Goldsmith; Director, Joe May; Screenplay,

Arthur T. Horman; Original Story, Maxwell

Aley; Cameraman, Elwood Bredell.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Ala. Theaters Aid Red Cross
Montgomery, Ala. — The Para-

mount and the Empire Theaters
staged midnight shows, giving all

proceeds to the Red Cross fund for

overseas sufferers. Tickets were
sold at the regular price of 40 cents

under auspices of Montgomery fire-

men and the Junior Red Cross girls.

Ida Lupino With Muni
West Coast Bureau, of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Ida Lupino has been

assigned by Warner Bros, to play op-
posite Paul Muni in "High Sierra."

She will soon star with John Garfield

in "East of the River."

Gertrude Niessen for Stage
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Gertrude Niessen has

arrived here to consult with Boris

Petrov on "Carmen from Kenosha,"
stage musical which will get a San
Francisco tryout, with Broadway in

view later.

Polly Ann Young Cast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood—Loretta Young's sis-

ter, Polly Ann Ycung, has been cast

for a featured role in Hal Roach's
"Road Show."

"Scatterbrain"
with Judy Canova

Republic 74 Mins.

GOOD FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT FILM
GIVES JUDY CANOVA A FIELD DAY IN

HER FIRST BIG PART.

An evening's entertainment for every

member of the family is supplied in this

picture and Judy Canova's host of radio

tans should be tickled with her opportuni-

ties for hillbilly clowning. While there is

nothing new about the story and the gags

are mostly tried and true, the laughs come
fast enough to satisfy most folks.

Judy Canova's first screen lead should

make her a new batch of friends. She

sings several numbers in her own Ozark
styie and carries off her part in good form.

Balance of the cast is made up of reliable

troupers, including Alan Mowbray as the

movie director, Ruth Donnelly, Joseph Caw-
thorn and Wallace Ford. Eddie Foy, Jr. is

good as the temperamental director's assist-

ant and idea man.

Story is the old reliable about the director

who is trying to find a new face to play

in his new film but it is adequate to serve

as a framework for the comedy. Eddie Foy,

Jr. plants his girl friend on an Ozark farm

so that his director boss can find her for

the new film. The director gets his signals

crossed, signs Judy and the balance of the

tootage shows their efforts to get rid of

the hillbilly gal. Of course she turns out

to be the tind of the year.

CAST: Judy Canova, Alan Mowbray, Ruth

Donnelly, Eddie Foy, Jr., Joseph Cawthorn,

Wallace Ford, Isabel Jewell, Luis Alberni,

Billy Gilbert, Emmett Lynn, Jimmy Starr, Cal

Shrum's Oang, Matty Malneck and Orches-

tra.

CREDITS: Associate Producer and Direc-

tor, Gus Mems; Original Screenplay, Jack

Towniey, Val Burton; Additional Dialogue,

Paul Conlan; Cameraman, Ernest Miller;

Supervising Editor, Murray Seldeen; Film

Editor, Ernest Nims; Art Director, John

Victor Mackay; Musical Director, Cy Feuer.

DIRECTION, Very Good. PHOTOGRA-
PHY, Good.

Para. Studio Employes
Granted Guild Shop

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Paramount Studio Of-

fice Employes Ass'n has been
granted guild shop with members
to have two weeks' dismissal pay,

credit for holiday, extension of ab-

sence leave from one to three months
without seniority loss, and two weeks'
vacation for all employes with more
than a year's standing.

Ratoff Directs "Ballerina'

For Paramount Pictures

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood— Gregory Ratoff will

produce and direct "Ballerina" for
Paramount. Loretta Young will be

starred. Ratoff has just completed
playing a featured role in the John
Barrymore film, "The Great Profile"

at 20th-Fox.

* SHORTS *

"The Milky Way"
M-G-M 8 mu"

Grand Cartoon
The further adventures of thi

three little kittens (remember, thei

lost their mittens?) of nursery
rhyme fame. Producer Rudolph Isinj;

tells the story of how, after they were
sent to bed, they took a flying trir

to the milky way where they finallj

drank their surfeit of milk. A lot

of fun.

"Sink or Swim"
(Sportlight)

Paramount 10 mins
Good Life Saving Reel

Methods of saving distressed swim-
mers are demonstrated by a number
of experts, ranging from a group of

10-year old girls to a professional
beach team. Interesting demonstra-
tions include the crack Santa Monica
beach patrol and a dramatic episode
showing the rescue of a couple from
a car which has gone through a
bridge.

"Porkey's Baseball Broadcast"
(Looney Tune)

Vitaphone 7 mins.
Fair Cartoon

Porky, as a stuttering announcer,
stammers through his description of

a burlesqued baseball game where
the tickets are made and sold like

hotcakes, the pitcher really explodes,
Indians are scalpers, etc. Just fair.

"Pacific Paradise"
(Color Cruise)

Paramount 10 mins.
Good Hawaiian Shots

Best parts of this reel of already
well-photographed Hawaii, are the
color closeups of tropical foilage on
the island. Many of the native flow-
ers are thus shown and named in the :

narration. Also included are shots
of homes and recreations, along with
the usual surf scenes at Waikikl. Col-
or in the flower closeups is good but
some of the long shots are fuzzy.

"Nurse Mates"
(Popeye Cartoon)

Paramount 7 mins.
Calm Cartoon

If Popeye's fans expect the usual
rough house fights between their

]

hero and Bluto, they are going to be
disappointed in this one. Instead they
indulge in a couple of mild scuffles
while tending L'il Swee'pea — and
Popeye doesn't even eat the usual
can of spinach!

"The Ugly Dino"
(Stone Age Cartoon)

Paramount 7 mins.
Poor Cartoon

A stone age version of the ugly
duckling story showing how the not-
so-pretty dino saves his brothers
from the tiger and is reunited with
the family. Put it down as poor.
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N. W. Allied Elects

New Directors

(Continued from Page 1)

retary. Nothing else was decided
or voted on.

Discussions were held on percent-
age pictures and 16 mm. movies.
Recommendations were made to the
board members who will meet this
morning at which time they will de-
cide what Northwest Allied's stand
will be on these two important ex-
hib. problems.
There was much discussion of pro-

ducers selling pictures on the cur-
rent year's program and then hold-
ing them back for release next year.
The session today is expected to

take some action on this matter.
New officers will also be elected to-

day. Organization of a film buying
group is expected to be on the day's
agenda.
W. A. "Al" Steffes, unit's prexy,

was absent from the convention for

the first time in many years, still

convalescing from a heart attack
suffered last winter at national Al-

lied's Washington convention.

New Firm to Make Pix

In English and Spanish

(Continued from Page 1)

ward V. Rawlings vice-presi

charge of productions; G.

Biedermann vice-president in

of sales.

International will make
Cavalier" starring Gilbert
and it will be released by
gram, Biedermann having
tiated the deal.

dent in

David
charge

"Gypsy
Roland
Mono-
nego-

Report "Definite Progress'

In Suit Settlement

(Continued from Page 1)

conferees, it is known that the is-

sues which have been giving the
greatest trouble recently are those
involving block-booking and blind-

selling.

Korda Setting Campaign
For "Thief of Bagdad"

Alexander Korda is backing up his

forthcoming "Thief of Bagdad" with
one of the most extensive advertis-

ing and publicity campaigns launch-
ed in years, the program calling for

merchandise tie-ups, window dis-

plays, magazine and newspaper ad-
vertising. Nearly 14,000,000 retail

items are involved in the tie-ups
which range from books and toys to

textiles and wearing apparel. Korda
is developing the campaign here
with Morris Helprin.

No Free Camera?
Chicago—With a triple feature pro-

gram, "Free, Blonde and 21," "The
Farmer's Daughter" and "On the Spot,"

Ludwig Sussman, operator of the Adelphi
Theater, is also giving coupons, which
can be used by patrons to secure an
enlargement of any snapshot hand-colored
in oils, without cost.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

A LFRED HITCHCOCK. Born, Aug. 13, 1900, London. Trained as an engineer,
*» but later turned to the study of art. While working in an advertising
agency he also wrote titles for silent films. Joined Famous-Players, which was
then making films at Islington. Became the senior director at the B.I. P. studios at
Elstree. Later joined Gaumont-British. Directed pictures in England, Germany
and in 1939 came to Hollywood. Has been in mmmmmm??v~
the picture business for 15 years. Won the New
York Critics' Award for "39 Steps," in 1938. Since
then America has seen his "The Lady Vanishes"
and "Jamaica Inn." His 1940 Selznick film "Re-
becca" is making screen history. Recently com-
pleted the direction of "Foreign Correspondent"
for Walter Wanger Productions-United Artists re-

lease. Signed by RKO-Radio to direct two film

features, by special arrangement with Selznick
International. The pictures will be "Mr. and Mrs.
Smith," starring Carole Lombard, and "Before the

Fact." Married to Alma Reville, scenario writer.

Has dark hair and dark eyes, medium height.

"I Married Adventure'
To Bow in at Chanute

Chanute, Kan.— Columbia's Osa
Johnson pix, "I Married Adventure,"
will have its world premiere in this,

her home town, on July 21.

Pix was first booked for Chanute
by Ray Walsh's Main Street The-
ater, a Columbia account for many
years. C. P. Forbes, manager of
the competing house, the Fox-Skou-
ras People's Theater arranged with
Walsh to waive his exclusive first-

run rights for this showing.

Osa Johnson plans to appear at
the premiere provided previous per-
sonal commitments can be adjusted.

Globe Completes First

Subjects for "Panorams'

Indoor Ice Skating Rinks
Loom as Film Competition

Berkeley, Calif.— Local theaters
face two new sources of competi-
tion. The Berkeley Recreation Cen-
ter is constructing a 16-alley bowl-
ing center, and a half block away, a
large ice skating rink is under con-
struction. Both will be in operation
this Fall.

Indianapolis — Iceland, Inc., will

open a new indoor ice-skating rink
here in late September. Construc-
tion on the new 75 x 100 foot rink
will begin in August. The building
will accommodate 1,200 spectators.

Neighborhood Theaters
Gets Farmville Houses

Farmville, Va.—William Rippard,
manager and partner in the Eaco
and Lee Theaters, has announced
that Neighborhood Theaters, Inc.,

with home office in Richmond, will

take over the two theaters Aug. 1.

Russell Williams, of Pulaski, will be
resident manager for the circuit.

Colo. Exhib. Kills Self

Lafayette, Colo.—James F. Car-
per, theater owner here since 1919,
wrote "I couldn't stand it any more"
and fired a bullet into his head,
dying instantly.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Globe Productions has

completed its first reel of eight sub-
jects to be used in the coin-operated
"panorams" manufactured by Mills

Novelty Co. The "soundies" are
based on musical numbers and ar-

rangements and will be released
shortly to operators of the cabinet
projectors in various public places.

Within six months, Mills expects
to manufacture and distribute more
than 10,000 of the "panorams" and
Globe expects to provide weekly
changes of program.

Eight subjects that make up the
initial reel are "Darn That Dream,"
with Bill Roberts and Martha Mears,
accompanied by Lorraine Page's
girl orchestra; "Jungle Drums,"
with Carmen d'Antonio in Eddie Du-
rant's musical arrangement; "Pa-
rade of the Wooden Soldiers," with
the Music Maids and Stearns and
Deane; "Hold That Tiger," played
by Victor Young and orchestra;
"Row, Row, Row," featuring Joy
Hodges, the Rio Brothers trio and
Rudolf Friml, Jr.'s orchestra; "Ha-
vana is Calling Me" with Bernice
Parks and Theodore; "Song of the
Islands," with the Music Maids and
Dick Winslow's orchestra and Ha-
waiian ensemble; "Sweet Sue," with
the Six Hits and a Miss and Lor-
raine Page's orchestra.

Now "Her Second Mother"
Mathilda Seiden's recently com-

pleted Yiddish feature for Cinema
Service Corp. has been retitled "Her
Second Mother," it was announced
yesterday. Picture originally was
entitled "Who Am I?"

New DeVry 16 mm. Catalog
Chicago—The DeVry Corp. has

published a new and revised 56-page
booklet, listing films available for
16 mm. users.

Preparing "Stop Hitler"

Jewel Prod, is preparing "Stop
Hitler" for the indie roadshow mar-
ket.

Portable Circuits

Active in Midwest

(Continued from Page 1)

sion free, shows are designed a I

trade lures. Program usually era,;

braces a feature, several shorts an
J

a serial, the latter designed to brin.

'em back for the next show. Iilffc

exchanges here are the prinowj
source of product.
While many of the itinerants us

16 mm. equipment, the Burdett
Musser circuit and a few others us
35 mm. Burdett-Musser do not re

strict operations to the summer, co'v

ering their towns from Sept. 15-Ma
15 with shows indoors. Admissio
is via certificates issued by mei
chants to customers.
The fine roads that now checke

almost every part of the St. Loui
trade territory have greatly increase

ed the radius served by the theater

in the larger towns, which is anothe
reason why the merchants in th

smaller communities must find way
to keep their customers at hom(

20th-Fox's "Maryland"
Launched in Baltimore

Baltimore—"Maryland" was du<

premiered last night by 20th-Fox a

the New and Center theaters to er,

thusiastic audiences and crowds ii

the streets and around the theater

who turned out to see Tyrone Powei
Annabella, Brenda Joyce and Nanc
Kelly, here from the Coast for th !

affair.

The ballyhoo arranged by Charle
E. McCarthy, director of advertis

ing and publicity for 20th-Fox, an
Morris Mechanic, managing directc

of the two theaters, was in the tra

ditional Hollywood style.

At the Paddock Dinner at the Al'

fred G. Vanderbilt estate Gov. O'Cor
i

nor presented Miss Joyce with a con:

mission as honorary Governor an
made Miss Kelly Deputy Secretar
of State.

Stars and company executives lef

late last night fc(r New York.

American Television Corp
Receivers Nearing Marke^

American Television Corp. wi
have its tele receivers, to be calle

Videor, on the market by abor
Aug. 1, it was said yesterday b
Gene W. Latham, general sales marl
ager.

Alfred E. Ekstrand, sound eng
neer for Communicating System
Inc., also has been appointed pre
duction manager for American Tele

vision, an affiliate.

'Taint So, Says Nazis
Washington Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Persistent reports cur-

rent in New York trade circles that Ger-
many has banned American films from
all Nazi-controlled territory were denied
here yesterday at the German Embassy.
The Embassy spokesman said that if such
a decree had been issued, it would have
been immediately advised.
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ISK END OF ADMISSIONS TAX EXEMPTION

ndustry Faces 'Most Serious Crisis'— Schaefer
KO Prexy Cites Situation

esulting From War, Asks
eduction in Reorg. Fees

.
Declaring that the film industry
.ces "the most serious crisis in its

story," George J. Schaefer, presi-

•nt of RKO, in a petition filed in

?deral Court yesterday, asked Fed-
al Judge William Bondy to cut
-organization fees for RKO.

1 Schaefer contended that the war
i«l brought about a loss of foreign
arkets, a lessening of theater at-

ndance abroad, restriction of with-
(Coiitinued on Pa<ic 7)

Cor*

oew's Met. Circuit

n Ad Policy Shift

After 21 years of publication,

oew's New York theaters will sus-

?nd Loew's Weekly, a four-page
loklet announcing attractions at

le various houses, on July 18. A
rge portion of the publishing and
ailing cost will be diverted into
lily newspaper advertising, accord-
ig to Oscar A. Doob, advertising
lector of Loew's.
It is planned to publish a complete

(Continued on Page 4)

endell Berge Taken
)ff N. Y. Equity Case

'askington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Thurman Arnold,
ssistant Attorney General in

large of the anti-trust division,

.
jsterday announced that Wendell
erge would be in charge of a new
iti-trust suit filed agains the Pull-

an Company. Berge had been ac-

ve in the New York equity suit and
sterday's action virtually takes
m off that case.

Jt

::

And Coffee, Too
For 15 cents, here's what you got at

the Comet Theater, Brooklyn, the other
night: Two features ("The Thirteenth
Cuest" and "They Came by Night"),
the Louis-Codoy fight films, a Three
Stooges comedy, Bengo, a money game,
and a half-pound of coffee as a give-
away.

RKO'S SALES DISTRICTS REALIGNED
Gus Schaefer Named Northeastern Head; New Posts for

Mclntyre, Cohen, Jacobs

Ned E. Depinet, vice-president in

charge of distribution for RKO Ra-
dio, yesterday announced important
changes in the sales field organiza-
tion to take effect immediately.
Gus Schaefer, whose transfer

from the foreign sales division to

domestic was disclosed at the recent
sales convention, is appointed North-
eastern distict manager with super-
vision over the New Haven, Boston,
Albany and Buffalo territories, for-

merly in charge of Herb Maclntyre.
Maclntyre moves to the West

Coast as Western district manager
covering the Los Angeles, San Fran-

cisco, Portland, Seattle, Salt Lake

City and Denver offices.

Harry Cohen, formerly Western

district managear, becomes manager

of the important Los Angeles ter-

ritory, succeeding Newton Jacobs
who will be given a new assignment
shortly.

In his new post as Western dis-

trict manager, Maclntyre returns
to the position he held with Pathe
prior to the amalgamation with RKO
in 1932. He will make his head-
quarters in Los Angeles, while Gus
Schaefer makes his in Boston.

N. W. Allied Elects; Laugh Films Aid

Ashe Loses to Strom Gulf Stales B. 0.

Minneapolis — Something of a
bombshell was thrown into yester-

day's session rtf the Northwest Allied

convention when Fred Strom, union
operator of St. Paul, was elected ex-

ecutive secretary. Ben Ashe was
(Continued on Page 8)

Nick, Former IA Vice-Prexy,

Would Quash Indictment

New Orleans—Leave them laugh-
ing seems to be the answer to good
box office in the Gulf States now
that Summer heat and European
war are giving residents jitters and
conversation pieces.

Films which are light in nature,
(Continued on Page 4)

Blake Starts Shooting
Shorts for Talkavision

St. Louis—Defense motions in

behalf of John P. Nick, former
(Continued on Page 8)

Ben K. Blake yesterday started

work on a series of shorts for Talka-
(Continued on Page 4)

itinerants Stir Hoosier Ire
Indiana Theater Men to Ask State Relief

"Snow White" Package
Into Criterion July 27

Walt Disney Festival show opens
at the Criterion July 27 with re-

issue of "Snow White" and four
shorts comprising the program.
Shorts are: "The Ugly Duckling,"
"The Three Littlie Pigs," "Ferdinand
The Bull," and "Donald'% Lucky
Day."

Indianapolis—Aroused by the fact

that opposition by itinerant exhibs.

this summer has reached a new high,

Hoosier theater owners and opera-
tors are reported planning an ap-
peal for legislative relief at the next
session of the Indiana Legislature:

A state law requiring license fees

for all forms of transient entertain-

ment was repealed at the 1937 ses-

sion, with the result that Indiana
(Continued on Page 7)

MPTO of St. Louis Takes
The Lead in Movement by
Appeal to Congressmen

St. Louis—Asserting that the Fed-
eral admission tax, as now consti-

tuted, "seems to place a premium
on 'chiseling' by unfair business
men—action that threatens the en-

tire price structure of the theater
industry as well as the success of

the tax legislation, itself," the MPTO
of St. Louis, Eastern Missouri and
Southern Illinois is petitioning Con-
gress to amend the tax measure by
eliminating all exemption on theater
admissions.

Such action by Congress would
start the tax at one cent rather than

(Continued on Page 8)

N. Y. Allied Joining

MPTOA Before Aug. 1

Allied of New York will retain

the same name when, and if, the
organization affiliates with the
MPTOA. Indications are that New
York Allied definitely will vote in

favor of MPTOA affiliation at a

meeting to be held shortly.

It is understood that immediate
alignment with the national organi-
zation was held up so that the New

(Continued on Page 7)

ATAHT Seen by Warners
As Outstanding Grosser

On the basis of record breaking
business being rolled up by ATAHT
throughout the country, Warner
execs, yesterday predicted the pic-

ture would be one of the biggest
grossers in the company's history.

At the Music Hall in New York it

(Continued on Page 8)

Barging In on B. ©.?
Sea Bright, N. J.—Jersey shore exhibs.

are wondering what effect the Barge
Theater may have on their business.

Peppy De Albrew has purchased the sea-

going barge "Eleanor" which he is con-
verting into an outdoor theater. It will

be tied up at the Sea Bright Yacht Club
wharf and one-act shockers presented.
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7 7 7
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 7 7 7
East. Kodak 119y8 119/2 119% + !4
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 9 '/a 9Vs 91/8 — Vs
Loew's, Inc 24y4 233A 24 + Vs
do pfd
Paramount 5Vs 5 5 — Vs
Paramount 1st pfd.. 673/8 67% 67% — 2'/8
Paramount 2nd pfd.. .

7i/
2 7% 73/8 — Vs

Pathe Film 8V4 8 SVt + Vi
RKO New 3 2% 3
RKO $6 pfd 36V4 36i/4 36% — V4
20th Century-Fox
20th Century-Fox pfd. 15 15 15 — Vs
Univ. Picf. pfd
Warner Bros 2V4 2'/4 2l/4
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46

Para. B'way 3s55 ... 45 45 45
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 i/4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 79 79 79 — l/

2
NEW YORK CURB MARKET

Monogram Picts Vi Vi Vi
Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Alexander Expects 1,000

More Theaters to Sign Up
Alexander Film Co. expects to

sign up 1,000 more film theaters for
its short-length advertising films
this year, according to J. Don Alex-
ander, prexy.

Company's business is said to be
running 35 per cent ahead of last

year at the present time.
Exhibitors' aggregate revenue

from screen advertising, via Alex-
ander, is reported at $1,000,000 for

1939.

Wash. Nazi Pix Aimed
To Show Mechanized War
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The Nazi war film

showing incident on Capitol Hill was
considered closed yesterday follow-
ing statements by Representative
Ross A. Collins (D., Miss.), sponsor
of the showing and E. B. Hatrick,
general manager of News of the
Day in New York.

Collins returned from a trip to

Mississippi to issue a statement
denying charges of German propa-
ganda and secrecy. He said the film

was shown to him at the War and
Navy Departments and he wanted
his colleagues to see it as demon-
strating modern mechanized war-
fare. Collins said he asked News
of the Day to give a showing.

"There's no mystery about it," he
said. "News of the Day did not want
publicity as they did not want to

exploit the show," he declared.

"Foreign Correspondent'
To Have Three Trailers

Walter Wanger will issue three
trailers for "Foreign Correspon-
dent," which United Artists shortly

will release. The first, 80 feet in

length, will run three weeks before

the opening and stresses Alfred
Hitchcock's direction. Second trailer,

running 120 feet, plays up the star

value and the third, running 265

feet, combines all the elements of

the picture—producer, director, stars,

story, etc.

It is believed by some that this

marks the first time three trailers

have been made for one picture.

Hitchcock directed special scenes for

incorporation into the trailers.

Para. Affiliates Building

3 New Fla., Ga. Houses

Paramount - affiliated operating

companies in Georgia and Florida

are erecting three new theaters and
remodeling a fourth. The new houses
are the 1,100-seat Florida at Talla-

hassee (Tallahassee Enterprises), the

900-seat Five Points at Atlanta
(Community Theaters), and the 750-

seat Ritz at Gainesville, Ga. (United
Theaters Enterprises). The Publix-

Lucas Ritz at Brunswick, Ga., is

being refurbished. RCA Photophone
has closed deals for High Fidelity

sound for all the houses.

First-Runs for the Summer
Richmond, Va.—The National is

showing first-runs for the summer
months. Regular policy is stage

shows on Thursday, Friday, Satur-

day and Sunday, with second-runs

on Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day.

Two Mid-west Summer Closings

Chicago—The Chicago Operators
Union has received notice of sum-
mer closing from the Ohio theater,

under A. C. Nelson management,
and from the Midlothian theater,

Midlothian,, under Schwellenberg
management.
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30 Mgrs. "In the Money"
In Schine Cash Competition

Gloversville, N. Y.—Standings in

the Schine Managers Merit Awards
cash competition, at the end of the

eighth week, show 30 managers in

the money, and 75 others trailing,

but making some showing in the
16-week competition. Biggest spurt
in the eighth week was made by
Sam Shafer of the Liberty, Herki-
mer, who moved from 17th to 11th
place.

The "big ten" who are leading in

the competition to date are: Harry
Unterfort, Keith, Syracuse; Ed May,
Paris, Paris, Ky.; Jack Frisch, Wi-
comico, Salisbury, Md.; Harry
Stearn, Strand, Lexington, Ky.; Sey-
mour Morris, Palace, Lockport;
Louis Merenbloom, Hippodrome, Cor-
bin, Ky.; Ural Buck, Civic, Fostoria,
O.; Gene Curtis, Paramount, Syra-
cuse; Frank Nolan, Athena, Athens,
O.; Lou Hart, Hippodrome, Glovers-
ville.

Cocktail Lounges Now
New Chi. Competition

Chicago—Windy City exhibs. are
finding cocktail lounges a new form
of competition.
Loop lounges are offering "flesh"

entertainment, while one, the new
Riviera, in the Delaware building
will use films as well. New lounge,
operated by Elmer Falkenstein, is

going into the State Lake theater
building. Colored acts will be fea-

tured.

702-Pathe Talks Progress

Negotiations between Local 702,

lab. technicians union and the Pathe
Bound Brook laboratory were said
yesterday to be progressing favor-
ably. The union claims that the
laboratory is now better than 90 per
cent organized.

COmiM and GOIflC

CHARLES E. MCCARTHY, WILLIAM SUSSM/
RODNEY BUSH, EARL WINCART, BILL CHA
BLISS and other 20th-Fox execs, returned y
terday from the Baltimore premiere of "Ma
land."

ANDY SMITH has returned to the RKO ho
office after a visit to the Boston exchange,

AL SINDLINGER left for Washing^;,!
night. ^
BOB MOCHRIE, Eastern and Southern*^

sion manager for RKO, returns to the ho
office over the week-end from a swing throi

the South.

LAUDY LAURENCE, Metro European manag
arrives Monday on the Clipper. He was i

pected yesterday.

MADELEINE CARROLL arrived yesterday
the Clipper and goes to Virginia the first p
of next week.

TYRONE POWER, NANCY KELLY, BREN
JOYCE and LARRY GINSBERG, of the 20th-l
studio publicity department, fly back to i

Coast Sunday night.

DAVID O. SELZNICK arrived from Hollywc
yesterday.

CHARLES MacDONALD, of the RKO thea
department, sails today on the Santa Rosa
a cruise.

WILLIAM WALDHOLZ, in charge of distrit

tion for FHA shorts, has just returned from
contact trip through the Middle-West.

5th for "Favorite Wife"
Equals "Snow White" Mai
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAh
Washington—"My Favorite Wif

began its fifth straight week
Keith's here yesterday, equalling ri

of "Snow White."

First-Run Duals at Riveria

Chicago—B & K is trying o

first-run duals at the northside I
veria theater. Riveria theater w.
the first deluxe theater on the nort
side.

Frank M. Ruley Dead
Miami Beach, Fla.—Fred Morg;

Ruley, 79, retired showman, died
his home here.

gossip:

it tells how
pretty girls

t-e-a-s-e-d

men into

marriage!

PRIDE AND

PREJUDICE
(M-G-M hit starring GREER GARSON & LAURENCE OLIVIER)

Coming Soon!
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Get this on your projection machine in a hurry!

Boy you'll see a show! It's got that special

kind of &Z&Z&P that makes WARNERS
the No. 1 makers of

this kind of attraction.

For big-picture
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Laugh Films Aid

Gulf Slates B. 0.

(Continued from Page 1)

good for chuckles and laughs are
definitely ahead in grosses when
compared to their more serious fel-

lows. A great interest in what is

going on across the water has made
such films as "Four Sons" and "The
Mortal Storm" surprisingly good
grossers in the larger centers, but
these are the exceptions that prove
the rule where the more serious fare
is concerned.
The tendency now seems to be

away from biography. Latest re-

leases based on the lives of great
men, while receiving critical ap-
plause did not ring the cash register
at the box office as often as was ex-
pected. Westerns continue to be the
usual favorites hereabouts and
there are some observers who be-
lieve that well-fashioned musicals
would swing into high popularity
if offered right now.

Blake Starts Shooting
Shorts for Talkavision

(Continued from Page 1)

vision, new coin-in-slot film device
headed by Yermie Stern. Pictures
are being shot at the West Coast
Service Studios on West 57th St.,

New York.

Featured in the shorts are Milton
Berle, Leo Reisman and his orches-

tra, the Saxon Sisters and several

novelty numbers of singing and danc-

ing.

Talkavision has temporarily head-
quarters at the St. Moritz Hotel.

Chi. Sales Staff Changes

Chicago—After 20 years of ser-

vice, Frank Ishmael has retired from
the M-G-M sales staff. Jack Shu-
mow, formerly country sales man-
ager for M-G-M, has joined Warner
Bros, city sales staff.

Carl E. Milliken

From
THE FILM
DAILY to

JULY 12
Jean Hersholt
Hunt Stromberg
Tod Browning
Jetta Goudal
Mike Connolly
Sam Mintz

JULY 13

Cornelius Keefe
Sidney Blackmer

14JULY
Dave Fleischer

M. J. Siegel

Louis F. Blumenthal
Charles Weinstein
Stuart Stewart

John S. Twist

Lucien Prival

Zita Johann
Olive Borden
Hal Sloane
Jay Henry

T T T
• • • IF you have speculated o' late on the public's pos-

sible reactions to some oi those decidedly wacky exploitation

stun'.s devised by quick-thinking film publicists there is a

generous measure oi reassurance to be derived irom our discovery

yesterday that when it comes to conceiving wacky stunts

and volunteering 'em to film companies the Dear Public

is right in there punching the typewriter keys

T T T
• • • CONSIDER a few of the gems which poured into

Warners inspired by ATAHT From one amateur ex-

ploiteer who obviously reads his war news came the

suggestion "Drop parachute jumpers out of airplanes

so that they spell out 'All This, and Heaven Too' " From
a second (possibly a prize winner in a certain industry con-

test) came this "Have a national contest in which

the public is asked why the comma in the title is placed be-

fore 'And' Give $100,000 to the person providing the

best answer"

T
• • • A THIRD amateur exploiteer was sure that the proper

way to nationally publicize the picture was to preview it in

one of Father Divine's heavens But perhaps the piece de resistance

of all wacky suggestions originated with a broadcast-wise enthu-

siast who offered "Create a furore like Orson Welles did

by having Charles Boyer announce on the radio that in a

week everyone will be going to 'Heaven' " So in the future

as far as we're concerned the Dear Public may consider that

it has only itself to blame for whatever happens

V T
• • • "Maryland" has brought Darryl F. Zanuck an unusual

award The Silver Horseshoe annually bestowed by

The Rider and Driver one of the nation's oldest turf mag-
azines has just been awarded 20th-Fox's production genius

in recognition of his "intelligent and sympathetic treat-

ment" of the sport of steeplechase racing in the picture

it was announced yesterday by Editor Samuel Walter Tay-

lor who owns the Sun Aim Farm in Stamford, Conn

T
O • • FROM North, East. South and West exhibs. are com-

ing into New York these July days on business and pleasure bent

A favorite gathering place is RKO Radio's lounge for visit-

ing showmen where were glimpsed Joseph Bean. Duriee

theater. Fall River, Mass Karl Karstad, Lyceum theater, Redby,

Minn Gerald Stark, Plaza theater, Buffalo Bill Smith, Majestic

theater, Abilene, Tex Jack W. Frelwell, State theater, Harrisburg,

Va Jack Rosenzweig, Manchester theater, St. Louis Harry E.

Wessinger, Carolina theater, Lexington, S. C The town's yours,

gents

y t
• • • With Rosita Moreno attending in person RKO
yesterday held a screening of the Spanish star's picture

"Tengo Fe En Ti" which was made in Hollywood all in

Spanish dialogue by Victoria Films While Phil M.

Daly's understanding of Spanish isn't so good, he was able

to get enough of it to realize RKO has a winner for the

Latin-American market and the Spanish speakers who were

present gave their endorsement A luncheon followed

the screening

.« « « » » »

Loew's Mel. Circuit

In Ad Policy Shift

(Continued from Page 1)

directory of Loew programs in a

limited number of New York daily

newspapers.
An initial budget of $200,000 has

been set up for the newspaperj^i-
rectories, but the list may b^Jfo-
panded until a total annual bucket
of $400,000 has been established.
While in other large cities, nabe

houses use newspaper directories,

this type of advertising has not been
used to any great extent here. Be-
cause of their large circulations, New
York newspapers were hesitant in

setting up low enough neighborhood
space rates. This obstacle has been
gradually hurdled, opening the way
for the N. Y. nabe theaters to utilize

newspaper space, instead of relying

on mailing lists, outdoor billposting,

etc.

Loew's Weekly, which for two de-

cades represented one of the main
promotional efforts of the circuit,

reached circulation peaks of 1,200,-

000 per week. Of this, 500,000 were
mailed. In the last two years, the
circulation was down to 600,000, due
to tests, experiments and surveys to

determine the value of the publica-
tion.

Loew's theaters now receive from
200 to 3,000 telephone calls per day
per theater from patrons inquiring
about shows. In New York, phone
service is "limited," meaning that
each call costs 5c. This fact, it is be-
lieved, will enhance the value of the
newspaper directory idea, as patrons
will be able to save expense of phone
calls.

Two Feature Films to be
Telecast by NBC Next Wk.
Two feature films are set for

NBC's tele program next week.
"Song of Freedom" will be telecast
at 9:10 p.m. Wednesday and "The
Curtain Falls" at the same hour
Thursday.

WEDDING BELLS

Gloversville—Brig.-Gen. and Mrs. '

Bernard W. Kearney of this city
have announced the engagement of
their daughter, Marion Dean Kear-
ney, to George Vernon Lynch, chief
film buyer for the Schine theater
chain. The wedding will take place
Oct. 5. Lynch recently observed the
anniversary of his 20th year with
the Schines.

Chicago—John Phillip Gleason of
Movietone News was married to
Miss Kay Graft of Logansport, Ind.

Mary Morrissey, executive secre-
tary of John Hay Whitney, and
Leonard Case, one of Whitney's as-
sistants, will be married today by
Justice Ferdinand Pecora. They will
immediately leave for a Canadian
honeymoon.



i NEW MOON
HELD OVER!
{topping mid-winter highs

jyj
in midsummer heat!)

::•

M

:--

THE NEATEST
TRICK OF
THE WEEK!
(it's better than the old

Indian Rope Marvel/)

2 RECORD-
BREAKING
M-G-M HITS
IN A ROW!
(it's an old M-Q'M custom!)

a

ANDY HARDY
MEETS DEB
SOCKO!
(registering biggest grosses in several

years and holding over!)

MORE BIG
ONES COMING!
("Pride and Prejudice" booked into Radio

City Music Hall. "Boom Town" sensa-

tional! It's another M-Q-M Summer!)

:>*. v
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'They Drive by Night"]
with George Raft, Ann Sheridan, Ida Lupino,

Humphrey Bogart

Warners 93 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

REALISTIC DOWN-TO-EARTH MELO-
DRAMA EXCELLENT IN EVERY DEPART-
MENT IS DECIDED BOX OFFICE FARE.

This realistic, down-to-earth melodrama,

excellent in every department, is decided

boxoffice fare. Raoul Walsh has supplied

lusty, vigorous direction, for which he is

noted, yet also guiding the love scenes

effectively. To Mark Hellinger goes im-

portant credit as associate producer.

George Raft furnished a splendid, con-

vincing characterization as a two-fisted

truck driver determined to make good on

his own, while Ann Sheridan does fine work

as the waitress with whom he falls in love.

Ida Lupino gives one of the most stirring,

emotional portrayals seen in many moons.

For a change, Humphrey Bogart has been

given a sympathetic role and does well with

it. Alan Hale and Roscoe Karns provide

much comedy, with Gale Page, Henry

O'Neill, George Tobias, John Litel and Paul

Hurst rounding out the cast.

Jerry Wald and Richard Macaulay have

penned some snappy, torrid, eye-brow lift-

ing dialogue. When Raft's truck is de-

molished going over a hill and his brother,

Humphrey Bogart, loses an arm in the acci-

dent, Ida Lupino, who is in love with Raft,

induces her husband, Alan Hale, to give

him an important job in his trucking busi-

ness.

Following a drunken party, Ida causes

Hale's death by locking him up in their

garage and allowing him to be overcome by

carbon monoxide. Jealous of Raft's love

for Ann Sheridan, Ida charges Raft with

having coerced her into committing the

murder. He is jointly charged with the

death, but when Ida, taking the stand, in-

dicates that she is insane, Raft is given

his freedom.

CAST: George Raft, Ann Sheridan, Ida

Lupino, Humphrey Bogart, Gale Page, Alan

Hale, Roscoe Karns, John Litel, George

Tobias, Henry O'Neill, Paul Hurst.

CREDITS: Executive Producer, Hal B.

Wallis; Associate Producer, Mark Hellinger;

Director, Raoul Walsh; Author, A. I. Bez-

zerides; Screenplay, Jerry Wald and Rich-

ard Macaulay; Cameraman, Arthur Edeson;

Dialogue Director, Hugh MacMullen; Mu-
sical Director, Adolph Deutsch; Special

Effects, Byron Haskin and H. F. Koenekamp;
Art Director, John Hughes; Editor, Oliver S.

Garretson; Musical Director, Leo F. Forb-

stein.

DIRECTION, Lusty.

Good.

PHOTOGRAPHY,

'A Fugitive From
Justice"

with Roger Pryor, Lucile Fairbanks,

Eddie Foy, Jr.

Warners 53 Mins.

SNAPPILY-PACED GANGSTER MELLER
IS OKAY FOR GENERAL CONSUMPTION.

Although the formula and story in this re-

lease are routine in many respects, aggres-

sive work by an able cast and a snappy

tempo keep the picture moving and enter-

taining from start to finish. Exhibitors should

have no difficulty selling the picture, al-

though there are no "names" in the cast.

Terry Morse does a nice job of direction,

pointing his scenes, keeping his pace fast

and smooth, and handling the players deft-

ly. Roger Pryor, Lucile Fairbanks, Eddie

Foy, Jr., and Sheila Bromley head the cast.

Donald Douglas is wanted by the police,

a gang of mobsters and the insurance com-
pany which holds a $1,000,000 policy on

his life. Pryor is assigned by the insur-

ance company to find Douglas, before the

gangsters, who fear his evidence, bump him

off. Pryor tracks down clues he uncovers

through Douglas' beneficiary, Miss Bromley,

a night club singer, who has tipped off the

gang as to Douglas's hideout.

However, Douglas escapes their trap. The
gang kidnaps his sister, Miss Fairbanks, and

his mother, Lottie Williams, in reprisal.

Pryor cleans things up with a flourish in

a fast finish.

CAST: Roger Pryor, Lucile Fairbanks, Ed-

die Foy, Jr., Sheila Bromley, Morgan Con-

way, Donald Douglas, John Gallaudet, Lot-

tie Williams, Joe Devlin, Steven Darrell,

John Harmon, R. E. O'Connor, Thomas Jack-

son, Eddy Chandler, Ed Keane, Willis Claire,

Gus Glasmire, Bernice Pilot, George Lloyd,

Michael Conroy.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Bryan Foy:

Director, Terry Morse; Screenplay, Alex

Gottleib; Original Story, Leonard Neu-
bauer; Cameraman, Arthur L. Todd; Ed-

itor, Thomas Pratt.

DIRECTION, Snappy. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Says Film Folk Helped
Finance "Stop Hitler" Ad

Chandler Act and RKO
Tax Counsel for RKO Corp. yes-

terday stated that the Chandler Act
provisions affecting the tax bases of

reorganized corporations whose debts

have been scaled were not involved
in the reorganization of RKO. Its

debts were capitalized, not reduced,

it was explained. Hence the recent

amendments to the Chandler Act re-

ported in The Film Daily have no
application to RKO.

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Prominent industrial

personalities were spotlighted by
Senator Holt in a spectacular speech
on the Senate floor as among those

he claimed had financed publication

of full-page nation-wide newspaper
advertising favoring the Allies en-

titled "Stop Hitler Now."
Besides bankers and industrialists

Senator Holt said film industry fig-

ures contributed to advertising cam-
paign sponsored by William Allen
White's committee to defend Amer-
ica by aiding the Allies. He included

Samuel Goldwyn, Irving Berlin, Max-
well Anderson, Fred Astaire, Lynn
Fontanne, Alfred Lunt, Myrna Loy,

and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.

Open West Coast Offices

William Liebling and Audrey
Wood, authors' and actors' reps.,

have opened a Pacific Coast office at

204 S. Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills.

"Hold That Woman
with James Dunn and Frances Gifford

Producers Releasing Corp. 64 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

NOT VERY PRETENTIOUS BUT GOOD
ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE AVERAGE
FILM AUDIENCE.

Not very pretentious, but good entertain-

ment, is this James Dunn, Frances Gifford

production made by Sigmund Neufeld for

the Producers Releasing Corp. It deals

with the woes of a "skip tracer" trying to

keep his girl, his boss, and his poor vic-

tims happy while working at a job he dis-

likes. Sig Neufeld, has the knack of get-

ting more picture for a dollar than any

other producer in the business. He has

made a good imitation of a major studio's

medium budget film on very little. Dunn

seems to have the same fire and likable

personality he had in his days with the

majors. His co-star, Miss Gifford is an

eyeful.

Jimmy Parker, (Dunn) while attempting

to pick up a radio set from a woman who
has fallen back in her payments, stumbles

unwittingly into a group of jewel thieves

who have robbed a picture star's home. He
gets arrested for attempting to strong-arm

his way out of her hotel with the radio,

and makes up his mind to get it at all costs.

When he is released from the police he

goes back to the hotel only to find out

that she has moved. He finds out where

she lives, goes to the house and is given

the set by one of the gang. He discovers

the stolen jewels in the radio, and is on

his way to turn them over to the police and

collect the reward, when he spies a car in

the driveway that has been reported back

in payments.

Not knowing that the thieves have stowed

a couple of hostages in the rumble seat of

the car he drives off with it. He is chased,

and upon being caught, brings the thieves

to the police, who take them into custody,

and pay him the reward.

Such competent performers as Guy Usher,

William Hall, Rita La Roy, Alaine Brandeis,

and George Douglas are members of the

cast. The screenplay and photography are

good.

CAST: James Dunn, Frances Gifford,

George Douglas, Rita LaRoy, William Newell,

Guy Usher, Paul Bryar, Ed Miller, Ed

Featherstone, John Dilson, Dave O'Brien,

Anna Lisa, William Hall, Jack Roper, Marie

Rice, Frank Meredith, Alaine Brandeis.

CREDITS: Producer, Sigmund Neufeld;

Director, Sherman Scott; Authors, William

L. Schrock, William Pierce; Screenplay,

George Bricker; Cameraman, Jack Green-

halgh; Editor, Holbrook Todd.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Joe Cook to Sell Estate

Joe Cook will sell his 26-acre
Sleepless Hollow estate situated on
Lake Hopatcong, N. J. The comedian
states that he is going to devote
himself 100 per cent to the stage.

Bert Parsons Dies in Theater

Chicago—Bert Parsons, age 53,

veteran film booking agent, died of

a heart attack in the Chicago the-

ater Wednesday night.

'Spies in the Air'
with Barry K. Barnes, Joan Marion,

Roger Livesey

Film Alliance 62 Mins.

IMPORTED SPY MELLER HAS SUSPENSE
AND ACTION TO MAKE IT FAIR THR'U-

%
Holding a good amount of suspense, suf-

ficient action, and having timeliness in its

theme, this imported British release should

find opportunities in a certain theater mark-

et in this country. On the debit side,

however, are several factors. The English

accents of the players are so broad they

become difficult to understand at times,

and the technical aspects of the picture are

just ordinary. Barry K. Barnes, Joan Marion

and Roger Livesey head the cast. A good

bit is contributed by Henry Oscar. David

MacDonald directed.

Barnes, a spy, is living with Livesey and

his wife, Miss Marion, at a secret air-

1

drome where Livesey is designing a new

fighter plane which Barnes is to test. Basil I

Radford and his wife, Emily Gregg, are also

living at the airdrome, but a strain is put :

on all the residents by the work. Barnes

makes a play for Miss Marion, and finds I

her responsive.

Meanwhile, secret service men find pic- I

tures of experiments and plans being con-

ducted at the airdrome on a captured spy, I

and a watch is set. Livesey also discovers'

his drawings have been tampered with and

dissension grows. Finally the day of the

test dawns and there is plenty of action

before Barnes is killed when the plane

crashes as he tries to make a getaway.

CAST: Barry K. Barnes, Joan Marion,

Felix Aylmer, Henry Oscar, Wallace Doug-

las, Hal Walters, Roger Livesey, Basil Rad-

ford, John Turnbull, Edward Ashley, Emily
'

Gregg, Santos Casani.

CREDITS: Producer, Bernard Willis; Di-

rector, David MacDonald; Screenplay, All

R. Rawlinson and Bridget Boland; From al

play by Jeffrey Dell; Cameraman, Bryan

Langley.

DIRECTION, Adequate. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fair.

Would Star F.D.R., Jr.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAIl.\

Hollywood—Ben Hecht has invited

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., here visit-

ing his brother, James, to become
a film actor, asserting the President's

son has Hollywood stars beaten

;

when it comes to "looks and person

ality." F.D.R., Jr., refused the offer.

Safety Campaign by Films

Albany, N. Y.—Arthur W. Magee"
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles foi

New Jersey, suggested here yester-

day that Eastern states should joirri

in production of films showing autc

accidents as a means of lessening

motor fatalities.

Powell's Ork at Loew's State

Teddy Powell's orchestra began e

week's engagement at Loew's State

on Wednesday. Henny Youngmar
and Beverly Roberts are other stage

show headliners.
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| -awal of funds abroad, and losses

10 to the depreciation of foreign
ir\ iprrencies.

"'l -J5?00 -000 D'P In RK0 Revenue

.wie result of this situation, he
Wa', was that Radio Pictures had
>st $500,000 in revenue from Sept.

to Dec. 31, 1939. The affidavit

as submitted, he said, because of a
;quest made at a special meeting
: the board of directors of RKO on
july 8 that the Court be informed
f the status of RKO and the entire

idusrty.

j Judge Bondy, at the hearing, had
5 ,xpressed the opinion that the anti-

ust suit was the greatest threat
) the industry in face of an asser-
on by RKO counsel that the foreign

*»
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. ,
ituation was an even graver factor.
RKO received the following film

at ii icntals from countries either at war
a jr directly affected by the war,
schaefer told the court: In 1937.
<i,724,986, which was 80 per cent

:f foreign revenues and 23 per cent
f total income; in 1938, $9,222,231,
r 81 per cent foreign and 27 per
lent of total revenue and in 1939,
* 7,817,329 or 81 per cent of foreign
^nd 27 per cent of total revenue.

i Cash receipts from foreign terri-

'ories for RKO in the 31 weeks
<nded June 1, 1940 amounted to $3,-

'89,721, compared with $4,788,531
or the similar 1939 period.

U. K. Situation Said Grave
The situation was particularly

•.rave in the United Kingdom, main-
tay of foreign revenue, Schaefer
.sserted, where RKO received $881,-

:54 from June 5 to Oct. 28, 1939
.nd under the Embassy agreement
an obtain only $360,360 for the

ame period this year.
Because of the foreign situation,

le said, RKO will have to conserve
very possible dollar of working
apital; the company which under
lormal conditions could borrow from
>anks, may be faced with a limita-

ion on its credit because banking
* Jaouses can only look to the domes-

ic market for repayment of the

QMoan.
No substantial dividends can be

-i:ei 'xpected from K-A-0 because that

noi company recently spent $250,000 for

f3 (
»dded theater properties, Schaefer
lisclosed. As a result, RKO has cut

all salaries over $4,500 yearly by
irom 10 to 50 per cent, he added.

i « :]'

STORKS!
sat '\ A nine pound one ounce daughter
4»vas born this week in New York
Hospital to Mrs. Mary Alicia
Ament, wife of Walter Ament,
Pathe News editor. The child has
been named Alicia Lindsay Ament.

Jerry Sloutzky, Universal assis-
tant booker, is the father of an
eight-pound baby boy, born in the
Methodist Hospital.

S. E. T. 0. A. CALLS 'C-MAN' PARLEY
"Constructive Conclave of Cultured Commentators , Collins

Consumers, Chiseling Culprits"

Jacksonville, Fla. — S.E.T.O.A.
convention which opens at the George
Washington hotel here on July 21

to run three days will be "a con-
structive conclave of cultured com-
mentators, Collins consumers, chis-

eling culprits and conjugated con-
sorts," according to Nat Williams,
publicity committee chairman, who
has addressed a summons to "fellow
unsalaried tax collectors and those
who eat off you."

Business sessions will be held on
Monday and Tuesday, July 22-23,

and, according to Williams, "will dis-

sect our disabled business, diagnose
its detriments and devise detours."
Committee personnel for the con-

vention embraces:

BUSINESS—Oscar C. Lam, R. B.

Wilby, R. E. Martin, E. J. Sparks,
Earl Fain, Lukie Stein.

RESOLUTIONS — Thos. E. Orr,

Mitchel Wolfson, Wm. R. Griffin,

Mack Jackson, Nat Williams, Hugh
Manning.
PUBLICITY—Nat Williams, J. H.

Thompson, Lee Castleberry, Eddie
Watson, Wm. Karrh, Frank Dowler.
GOLF—Riley Davis, Guy Kenimer,

A. C. Bromberg, J. H. Harrison, E.
E. Whitaker, Abe Borisky.
PROGRAM — Tom Brandon, H.

Merryday, Archie Adams, Fred
Weis, Mort Seligman.
ENTERTAINMENT— Guy Keni-

mer, Robert Heekin, Howard Smith,
Joe Hackel.
WOMEN — Sarah Moore, Hallie

Kenimer, Gypsie Merryday, Myra
Brandon.
DISTRIBUTORS—John Ezell, Hu-

bert Lyons, Jeff Davis, John Kirby,
John Mangham, Charlie Lester.
EQUIPMENT — Gus King, Ray

Busier, Colee Brown, Harry Paul,
Jack Dumestre, Andy Fiore, Fred
Young.
ART WORK—Walter Golden.

N. Y. Allied Will Join

MPTOA Before August 1

(Continued from Page 1)

York Allied members could study
the national by-laws and become fa-

miliar with MPTOA aims. It is re-

ported that the by-laws have been
approved and that affiliation will

become effective before the end of

the month.

"Leopard Men of Africa'

Starts at Globe July 27

"Leopard Men of Africa," B. F.

Zeidman pix which Select Attrac-
tions is distributing, will have its

New York premiere at the Globe on
July 27, deal being closed by E. L.

McEvoy of Select with Harry Brandt.

Bioff Habeas Corpus
Hearing Next Monday

Chicago—Attorney Walker Butler
filed petition for a writ fo habeas
corpus in Federal District Court yes-
terday seeking release of William
Bioff. Federal Judge Holly set hear-
ing for July 15.

Lynn in N. Y. Strand P.A/s

Jeffrey Lynn will make two p.a.'s

at the New York Strand tonight in

connection with "My Love Came
Back" in which he appears.

Serial Set for Central

"Deadwood Dick," Columbia ser-
ial, starts at the Central here July
17.

"The Outsider" in Detroit

Alliance Films' "The Outsider"
starts at the Detroit Fox today.

Premiere in Two Houses
"I Married Adventure," Osa John-

son feature which Columbia is dis-

tributing, will have a dual premiere
July 21 at Chanute, Kan., opening
at both the Main St. and People's
theaters.

Itinerants Stir

Hoosier Exhibs/ Ire

(Continued from Page 1)

has been a fertile field for itinerants

during the last few years. That ap-

plies to promoters of roller skating

contests, bicycle marathons, freak

shows as well as the touring exhibs.

Theater operators contend that

many of the latter are avoiding the

amusement tax by operating under

fraternal or church sponsorship.

Just what form of legislative re-

lief will be requested is yet to be

determined, although regulation and
licensing measures are envisioned.
There is a growing demand that the
itinerants be forced, if possible, to
meet all State regulations now af-
fecting established film theaters.

Four WB Pix in Broadway
Theaters for Second Week
For the second consecutive week,

four Warner features are playing
simultaneously on Broadway. They
are: ATAHT, in its second week at
the Music Hall; "My Love Came
Back," opening at the Strand;
"Devil's Island," at the Globe The-
ater; and "Brother Orchid" at the
Palace.



Wfe
Ask End of Admish

Tax Exemption

{Continued from Page 1)

at 21 cents, admission of 20 cents

or less now escaping taxation under
the new Federal law.

Expect Wide Exhib. Support

The local MPTO unit, headed by
Fred Wehrenberg, so far as is known
here is the first in the country to

advocate elimination of all exemp-
tion, but there is reason to believe

that its stand will be seconded by
not only other MPTOA affiliates but
by at least some Allied leaders as
well as unaffiliated associations.

Wehrenberg's organization, repre-
senting approximately 99 per cent
of the theater operators in this ter-

ritory, is by virtue of such position

stragetically placed to lead the fight,

it is pointed out here. Its letter to

Congressmen emphasizes that "price

cutting begets further price cut-

ting," and adds:

Cutting "Travels Like a Plague"

"To illustrate the point: the the-

ater operator who is charging 25c
plus the tax of 3c or a total of 28c
per admission must now compete
with the exhibitor who has unfairly
cut his admission price to 20c to

evade the tax and yet be running at-

tractions ahead of the exhibitor
charging 8c more per admission. Hu-
man nature being what it is, the bulk
of people will not wait weeks or

even days to see a picture and then
pay a higher admission price for
the privilege just because the ex-
hibitor collecting the tax is a pa-
triotic theater operator. As a re-

sult you can readily see that this

exhibitor, in order to survive, will

be forced to cut his admission price

to 20c, and as this sort of action
travels like a plague, ultimately the
majority of theaters will be evading
the admission tax.

"In other words, the law as at

present seems to place a premium
on 'chiseling' by unfair business men
—action that threatens the entire

price structure of the theater indus-
try as well as the success of the
tax legislation, itself. And when
this unhealthy condition spreads, it

may result in many theaters going
out of business, causing unemploy-
ment that can only add to the thou-
sands now receiving Government
aid."

Hardwicke Heads Theater
War Drive in Canada

Montreal—Sir Cedric Hardwicke
has consented to take charge of the
"Win the War" campaign which is

being waged by local theaters Mon-
day evening next.

Theaters are donating a free show
on Monday evening to which the sole

admission requisite is the purchase
of two or more Canadian war savings
stamps. Sir Cedric will appear at
Loew's Capitol, Palace and Princess
Theaters and such other houses as
time permits to thank audiences for
their response.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

JOHN FORD. Born, 1895, Portland, Me. Educated, University of Maine. Has
*^ been a director in Hollywood studios more than 20 years, starting his picture

work as a property man and assistant to his serial-starring and directing brother,

Francis Ford. In July of 1914, joined Universal as

a director. Went with Fox in 1917. Won the

Academy award for "The Informer" in 1936 and
the 1939 New York Critics' Award for "Stage-

coach." His 1939 hits—four in a row, were the

Wanger film, "Stagecoach," "Young Mr. Lincoln,"

"Drums Along the Mohawk" and "Grapes of

Wrath." Reads a lot of biographical works; likes

to study people—not just famous people, thea-

trical people but the rank and file. While work-
ing on a story, usually takes a trip on his yacht

"Araner" with his writer, Dudley Nichols, who has

written most of his memorable pictures. In 1940

formed Ford-Argosy and is now directing "The Long
Voyage Home" for Walter Wanger-United Artists

release. Hobbies, Golf and fishing.

Nick, Former IA Vice-Prexy, Northwest Allied Elects;

Would Quash Indictment Ashe Loses Out to Strom

{Continued from Page 1)

IATSE vice-prexy, who is under a
federal indictment charging him and
Clyde A. Weston, former business
manager fo Local 143 Operators,
with violation of the so-called Fed-
eral Anti-Racketeering Act and the

Sherman Anti-Trust Act, were filed

in Federal Court here by his attor-

ney, Sigmund Bass.

In one motion, Nick asks that the

indictment be quashed. It attacks
the constitutionality of both laws
and questions the Federal court's

jurisdiction. Another motion asks
that several sections of the indict-

ment be struck out—notably the ref-

erence to the Anti-Racketeering Act
by that name instead of using the

official title of the act. This misuse
of the term "anti-racketeering" is

prejudicial to the interests of the
defendant, the motion states.

Bass asked that a severance be
granted to Nick, so that he would
not be tried at the same time as
Weston. The Court was also asked
to require the Government to fur-
nish a list of its witnesses.

ATAHT Seen by Warners
As Outstanding Grosser

(Continued from Page 1)

finished a first week with better

than $112,000 chalked up at the box-
office, it was said at the Warner h.o.

Picture seems certain to go at

least three weeks at the Hall. Open-
ing July 4, it did the biggest 4th of
July week's business in the house's
history. At the same time, biz has
been steadily building with Wednes-
day bigger than last Friday, the sec-

ond day, as an instance. Bette Davis
in "Of Human Bondage" was also

responsible for the MH's second big-

gest July 4 week, with a "take" of

$103,000.
At the Majestic Theater, Provi-

dence, where ATAHT had its first

popular price engagement, the pic-

ture is entering its third holdover
week.

(Continued from Page 1)

scheduled for the job and his elec-

tion seemed practically assured. Sev-
eral members of Allied walked out
of the meeting because of the elec-

tion cf Strom, claiming that he
wasn't fitted for the job. Ashe is a
graduate lawyer.

New officers for the coming year
are E. L. Peaslee of Stillwater, Minn.,
president; Hiller Hoffman of St.

Paul, vice-president; Sol Lebedof of
Minneapolis, treasurer. No record-
ing secretary was elected.

Six resolutions were passed at yes-
terday's meeting: 1. Condemning the
use of 16 mm. film for public show-
ings; 2. Condemning pulling pictures
made and sold one year and holding
them for sale the next; 3. Condemn-
ing the pulling of short subjects out
regular lineup, calling them special

shorts and wanting more money for
them; 4. Resolution expressing sym-
pathy that Al Steffes could not at-

tend convention this year and thank-
ing him for his past work; 5. Con-
tinue to support national Allied; 6.

All exhibitors urged to try to buy
pictures from 25 to 33 1-3 per cent
cheaper this year.

North Dakcita, which has been sep-
arated from Allied for several years,
will reorganize and come back as an
affiliate. An attempt will be made
to get all out of town exhibitors to
work out a plan before buying pic-,

tures, then send deal to Allied office

for an ckay. This was discussed
freely but not passed. All exhibitors
were urged to stop buying pictures
until Northwest Allied has a chance
to get organized under its new set-

up and new officers.

Charles Mergen Promoted
Pittsburgh—Charles Mergen, head

booker at the local Paramount ex-
change, has been promoted to sales-

man, replacing George Elmo who was
recently made branch manager of

that company's Cleveland office. Wm.
Brooks is being transferred from the
Cleveland office to succeed Mergen
here.

Friday, July 12, 19^
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By RALPH WILK —
—HOLLYWOC

TO highlight the preview showing of "Sou

of Pago Pago," at his Hollywood^
on Monday night, Edward Small w '..-

,

as host at an authentic South Seas Lu

(feast) immediately following the prese

tation. Invitations to this preview we
printed in Tahitian, and recipients receiv

English translations on the following da)

X/IRGINIA VAN UPP leaves for a rl
' months' stay in Charlottesville, Vi

ginia, where the greatest portion of Par

mount's "Virginia," will be filmed. Mi
Van Upp scripted "Virginia" from an 0,

iginal idea provided by Edward H. Griffit

who will produce and direct the film.

• •
kyJETRO'S latest picture with Lana Tu

™'ner, "We Who Are Young," was
iginally called "I Do." The title, at Arc

Oboler's request, was changed because
Do" happens to be the title of a rad

play by Oboler which has been the most r<

peated over the networks of all his

iginal scripts. Oboler has just complete

Metro's scenario for "Escape," based c

Ethel Vance's novel.

• •
j
OUIS SCHINE, of the Schine Circu

*" New York, visited Warner studio

Burbank and was guested at luncheon I

Harry M. Warner.

• •
LJENRY FONDA has been chosen by 20tl

' ' Fox for the title role in "Chad Hanna
screen version of the Walter D. Edmond
best-seller, for which Nunnally Johnso

has prepared the script. Johnson will al

act as associate producer and Henry Kin

will direct.

• •
p\ONALD DUCK'S biography is now bein

*"^ prepared and will be published in Oc
tober by Random House.

• •
ARREN DUFF has finished work

"The Amazing Story of Sergean

York," which Hal B. Wallis and Jesse I

Lasky will produce for Warners, and ha

commenced work on the screenplay of "Th
House on the Hill," W. Somerset Maughar
story.

• •
P\ONALD MEEK has signed a new long.

'-' term contract with Metro and is sched

uled to appear next in a new Nick Carte

adventure story.

• •
DASIL RATHBONE and Gale Sondergaan

^ have been added to the cast of 20th

Fox's "The Californian," in which Tyron<

Power and Linda Darnell have the roman
tic leads.

• •
JERRY WALD and Richard Macaulay wen

>"' assigned yesterday by Ha! Wallis to worl

on screenplay of "Miss Wheelwright Dis

covers America," for Warners.

• •
A NNE BAXTER and Robert Conway

**20th-Fox players, have just had thei

contracts renewed.
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1 SAID CONSENT DECREE DEADLINE

{11,071,000 For Theater Building in First Half
?otal for 37 States East
}f Rockies is Decline of

1567,000 From '39 Figure

That theater construction held its

\vn with building in other lines

uring the first six months of the

ear is revealed in figures supplied

y John and Drew Eberson, archi-

ects, in a survey of construction

'osts in the 37 states east of the

iockies.

During the period, $11,071,000 was
pent on new theaters and altera-

ions of existing structures—a drop

j
if $567,000 or .048 per cent from
he same period of 1939. At the

(Continued on Page 4)

: 3
Product Shortage

Claimed in Philly

Philadelphia—There is a definite

n-oduct shortage here, according to

^xhibs.

Major exchanges are getting
ilenty of dates for re-issues and re-

vivals, while even indie exchanges
are pulling business with their re-

ssues, some of which date back to

kj4j1932.
Houses up-state report better biz

l.vith a re-issue and a weak current
ittraction than with two not-so-hot
;l939-40 features. Explanation sug-

(Continued on Page 6)

id
;C;r) I

Estimate 10% Gain in New
State Theater Companies

Albany—Secretary of State M. F.
Walsh announced that 8,934 cor-

f jporations were chartered during the
"^"irst six months of this year in New
York, 303 more than for a corre-
sponding period in 1939 and 739
more than for the same six months

(Continued on Page 6)

Passes Too Costly!
Philadelphia—Even the pass demand

is reported down here.
The reason: At each Stanley-Warner

downtown de luxe first-run, the pass
charge now totals 19 cents, including
nine cents for Federal and city levy
and 10 cents service fee.

THE WEEK IN
REVIEW

Consent Decree Near?
By L. H. MITCHELL

DOMESTIC
EQUITY SUIT: Equity suit hear-

ing was again postponed to allow
conferees more time to work out
provisions for a consent decree,
framework of which was reported
nearing early in week with a split on
block-booking and blind-selling crop-
ping up later. "Definite progress"
was the word at the week-end.
MPTOA's trade practice plan was up
for discussion.

* # #

DEFENSE TAX: With defense
tax on admissions being generally
accepted with few squawks, Fred
Wehrenberg, prexy of St. Louis
MPTO, petitioned Congress to end
admission tax exemption, seeing
"chiseling" and general price cutting
to escape the tax. Meanwhile parent
body, MPTOA, forecast an admish
tax starting at a dime instead of at

21 cents.
9|C Sj£

OTHER EVENTS: N. W. Allied
elected E. L. Peaslee prexy and Fred
Strom executive secretary . . . RKO

(Continued on Page 6)

Move to Organize Philly

Indie Theater Employes

Philadelphia—Apparently driving

to completely organize all the inde-

pendent theaters in this city, a meet-
(Continued on Page 6)

Arnold Reported Serving Ultimatum on Majors'
Counsel, With Immediate Resumption of Trial

As Alternative to Acceptable Decree Formula

Unless an acceptable consent decree formula is reached by
Aug. 1, trial of the equity suit will be pressed without further
postponement, Thurman W. Arnold, Assistant Attorney General,

is reported to have advised the ma-
jors last week in a communication
that was virtually an ultimatum.

Following through, Arnold, who
arrived in New York on Friday, will

personally participate in the settle-

ment conferences when they resume
today, it is understood.

"Little Three" Counsel Adamant
The settlement situation, it was

evident at the week-end, again has
been complicated by the anti-consent
decree attitude admittedly adopted
by counsel for several of the so-

called "Little Three" defendants,
(Continued on Page 6)

RKO Radio Enters

Fight Film Field

First of the majors to enter the

fight film field, RKO Radio will

distribute the RKO Pathe-produced
chronicle of Wednesday's Lew Jen-

kins-Henry Armstrong bout at the

Polo Grounds, it was announced Sat-

urday by Ned E. Depinet, RKO Ra-
dio vice-prexy.

Prints will be ready for showing
in the New York metropolitan area

on Thursday morning following the

battle between the lightweight and
(Continued on Page 6)

"Pastor Hall" to Roosevelt
Under Pending Deal

Deal whereby James Roosevelt
will acquire American rights to

"Pastor Hall," British Grand Na-
tional picture, is expected to be
closed this week, possibly today. It

is understood that the contracts

have been drawn up and are ready
for signatures. Picture will be dis-

tributed by United Artists.

Jeffrey Bernerd, co-managing di-

(Continued on Page 4)

Ohio ITO Backs Up Goldwyn
Endorses Crusade Against Over-Production

"60 Glorious Years" Going
Out As "Queen of Destiny"

RKO is releasing "Queen of Des-
tiny" on Aug. 2, with a pre-release

run scheduled at the Keith Memor-
ial Theater, Boston, on July 17.

Produced in 1938 and formerly
titled "60 Glorious Years," the pic-

ture has been seen at only one New
(Continued on Page 4)

Columbus, O. — Sam Goldwyn's
crusade against over-production,
block-booking and double features

finds strong support from the ITO
of Ohio, via a current bulletin re-

leased by Pete J. Wood, secretary.

Wood, commenting upon the fact

that the eight majors will produce
about the same number of pictures

for 1940-41 as this year, says this

means "continuing for another year
(Continued on Page 4)

B & K Tele Readied

For Debut on Jan. 1

Chicago—Balaban & Katz, re-

cently granted television license by
FCC announced through John Bala-
ban, secretary, that it expected to

have station in operation on regular
schedule shortly after Jan. 1. Three
sites for transmitter with 500 feet

high antenna, are under considera-

te ConJun< erf on Page 6)

Duvivier, Clair to Direct

Two Pix Each on Coast

Transcontinental Films has signed
Julien Duvivier and Rene Clair,

French directors, to produce and di-

rect two pictures each in Holly-
wood for early Fall release, it was
announced at the week-end by Paul

(Continued on Page 4)

Film Ru-product
Boys' Town, Neb.—Postmaster General

Farley jumped Boys' Town postoffice

from second to first-class ranking last

week. Postmistress Theresa Mullen said

the 1939 postal business amounted to
$67,224 as against the 1938 tally, $38,-
734. Heavy take is laid to M-G-M's
film about the work of Father Flanagan.
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FINANCIAL
(QUOTATIONS OF FRIDAY, JULY 12)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2%) 43/8 43/8 4% — Vs
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind % % %
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd.. 6% 6'/2 6i/2 — Vl
East. Kodak 119 11834 11834 — 1

do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9V8 9V8 9V8
Loew's, Inc 24% 23% 23% — %
do pfd
Paramount 5 4% 4% — %
Paramount 1st pfd... 69 69 69. + 1%
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 8V4 7% 7% — 3/8

RKO New 3 2% 3

RKO $6 pfd 36 36 36 — y4
20th Century-Fox . 6% 65/8 6% + %
20th Century -Fox pfd. 15% 14% 14%— %
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2y4 2'/4 2V4
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3%s46 .103 103 103

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. vtc. 3'/4s47 83 83 83

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 79% 79% 79% + %
NEW YORK CURB MARKET

Monogram Picts 9-16 9-16 9-16 +1-16
Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 10 10 10 + %
Trans-Lux •
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

RKO Sets Product Deals
With Loew-Poli, Others

Several circuit deals were an-

nounced by Ned Depinet, vice-presi-

dent of distribution for RKO, over

the week-end. They include a 100

per cent contract for features and
shorts with Maine — New Hamp-
shire Theaters, involving 28 houses;

Loew-Poli circuit; Rialto, Salt Lake
City, and the Indiana and Circle The-
aters, Indianapolis.

£3 The Broadway Parade II
Picture and Director Theater

All This and Heaven Too (Warner Bros. Pictures)—2nd week Music Hall

The Ghost Breakers (Paramount Pictures)—2nd week Paramount
Susan and Cod (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) Capitol

My Love Came Back (Warner Bros. Pictures) Strand

Maryland (Twentieth Century-Fox) Roxy
Those Were the Days (Paramount Pictures) Criterion

Devil's Island (Warner Bros. Pictures) .Globe

Millionaires in Prison (RKO Radio Pictures) Rialto

Murder in the Night (Film Alliance) (a) Central

West of Abilene (Columbia Pictures) (a) Central

Brother Orchid (Warner Bros. Pictures) (a-b) Palace

A Bill of Divorcement (RKO Radio Pictures) (a) Palace

TWO-A-DAY RUNS
Cone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—31st week Astor

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
FOREIGN LANCUAGE FATURS .4. .4N TAONI SHRDLU TAOIN..
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—19th week World

FUTURE OPENINGS
Untamed (Paramount Pictures)—July 24 Paramount
South of Pago Pago (United Artists-Small) (c) Music Hall

New Moon (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) (c) Capitol

They Drive By Night (Warner Bros. Pictures)—July 26 Strand

Sporting Blood (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—July 20 Criterion

The Fugitive (Universal Pictures) (c) Rialto

One Man's Law (Republic Pictures)—July 17 (a) Central

One Night (Principal Pictures)—July 17 (a) Central

Four Sons (Twentieth Century-Fox)—July 18 (a-b) Palace

Cross-Country Romance (RKO Radio Pictures)—July 18 (a) Palace

(a) Dual bill, (b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill.

Sub Film for "Tom Brown"
At Chicago Oriental

Chicago — Columbia's "Island of

Doomed Men" will be this week's

attraction at the Oriental Theater,

replacing the previously booked RKO
picture, "Tom Brown's School Days,"
which RKO withdrew after the

Oriental reduced its admissions from
65 cents to 40 cents.

Johnny Jones, orf Jones, Linick &
Schaefer circuit, operators of the

Oriental, said yesterday that esti-

mated grosses for the theater were
over-rated by unauthorized sources

in recent weeks, and that reduction

in admission price was necessary to

meet competition. Present stage

policy will continue with the best

available films in the"B" classifica-

tion, according to Jones.

Circuit will continue to operate

the LaSalle Theater, as plans for a

Loop garage on the site have fallen

through.

Agfa Ansco Under G A & F
Setup is Swiss-Controlled

Film Men Arranging
Entertainm't for Democrats

Chicago—Carter Barron, M-G-M,
Washington manager, has Y. Frank
Freeman, Jr., from Paramount stu-

dios and Tom Walker, son of Frank
Walker, Comerford prexy, assisting

in arranging entertainment for the

Democratic convention. Barron has
arranged with Phil Regan to open
convention today, singing "The Star-

Spangled Banner," and Harry Rich-

man will sing "God Bless America"
at tonight's meeting.

Claude Lee, of the Paramount pub-
lic relations department, is here for

the convention.

Movement is gaining ground for

Walker to succeed Farley, if Far-
ley retires from the campaign man-
agement.

Statement recently publisher in

Time Magazine to the effect that
Agfa Ansco is controlled by I. G
Farbenindustrie of Germany is re-

futed by General Aniline & Film
Corp. in a trade ad published today
which reproduces a letter appearing
in the current issue of Time.

General Anilin & Film points out
that Agfa Ansco became a division

of its corporate structure by merger
last December, and that a Swiss cor-

poration owns approximately two-
thirds of G A & F stock. Holdings
of I. G. Farbenindustrie in the Swiss
corporation approximates 10% per
cent of the voting power of its out-
standing shares, it is asserted.
Actual Swiss shares giving voting

control of G A & F are held in Man-
hattan, it is further pointed out.

Footage Tax Measure
Looming in California

San Francisco — Two California
State Legislators who are reported
to be "burned up" at the industry,
are plotting a bill for a cent a foot
tax on films.

During the recent session of the
Legislature, Howard Philbrick, Di-
rector of Motor Vehicles, resigned
after assuming responsibility for
placing of a dictograph in the hotel
room of the Speaker of the Assem-
bly. Subsequently, Philbrick was
appointed to an industry executive
post. It is reported that this new
tax move is an outgrowth of that
action.

Helen Broderick Signed
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Herbert Wilcox has

signed Helen Broderick for his next
Anna Neagle film, "No, No, Na-
nette."

COfninC and GOIDG

SIDNEY R. KENT has arrived in the Thousand
Islands for a vacation.

NICHOLAS M. SCHENCK was due back in
'

New York over the week-end after a studio
visit.

THURMAN W. ARNOLD, assistant attorney
general, arrived from Washington Friday.

MEL CONHEIM, manager of the Win -

Strand in Albany, returns there Mondayf/gr >

a vacation in New York. ™'-.j>

ARNOLD PRESSBURGER, French film pro-
ducer, leaves Europe shortly for this country.

MRS. MAX MILDER, wife of Warners' man-;
aging director in England, arrived here over
the week-end with the Milder children.

T. E. SHEA, engineering vice-president foi

Erpi, is on the Coast.

NAT LEVINE is here from Hollywood on busi-

ness.

JOE PENNER arrives here today from the

Coast.

JEFFREY LYNN returned to Hollywood over
the week-end.

MORGAN HOBART of Technicolor left Fri-

day for the Coast; he'll be away about three
weeks.

JAMES BOYLE of RKO Radio's publicity de-
partment is vacationing on the Jersey coast.

PHIL DUGAN of the Warner New Haven con-
tact office is at the National Guard camp al

Fisher's Island.

JAMES CASEY, manager of the Colonial
Canaan, Conn, is on a Boston vacation.

JULIEN DUVIVIER, French director, arrives

today on the Excambion.

RENE CLAIR is due here this week from
Europe.

ANNE UNCER of THE FILM DAILY business
department is vacationing at Lake George.

Grand National Trustee

Sues Skibo and Maguire

Suit was filed on Friday in the

Federal Court against Skibo Pro
ductions, Inc., for $12,874 and Jere
miah D. Maguire for $3,874 and an
accounting by Harry G. Fromberg,
as trustee of the estate of Grand
National Pictures, Inc. Skibo is

charged with borrowing $2,874, and
Maguire $3,874, and failing to re-

pay these loans to the company.
An accounting on alleged receipts

of 15 per cent on Educational Pic-
tures distributed through 20th-Fox
and Skibo is sought against Maguire
on the ground that the payment?
were unsupported by any considera-
tion. Finally, $10,000 is sought from
Skibo for alleged legal accounting,
storage and rental services per-
formed by GN for the defendant.

Raymond Hackett

Sam Schneider

Ben Y. Cammack



General Aniline & Film Corporation
S 3 O Park Av enue

New York July End, 1940,TELEPWONC
MILL 4-1300

Time Magazine,
Time & Life Building,
New York, N. Y.

Gentlemen:

In your issue of June 3rd, on page 72, you stated that Agfa
Ansco is controlled by I . G. Farbenindustrie of Germany.

As a consequence of a merger in December, 1939, Agfa Ansco
Corporation became a division of General Aniline & Film Corporation.
The latter has issued and outstanding 2,529,700-2/3 shares of stock,
each share being entitled to one vote. Approximately 20,000 shares of
the corporation are owned by German interests. This represents less
than 1$ of the voting power of the stock.

A Swiss corporation owns approximately two-thirds of the stock
of General Aniline & Film Corporation.

The I. G. Farbenindustrie owns stock in this Swiss corporation
in an amount which represents approximately 10^ of the voting power
of its outstanding shares.

Neither I. G. Farbenindustrie nor any other German national
have any direct or indirect interest in General Aniline & Film Corpo-
ration other than the above.

If Switzerland falls Into German hands, Agfa Ansco will not
pass under German control for several reasons:

(1) The actual Swiss shares giving voting control of General
Aniline &. Film Corporation are held in Manhattan;

(2) Swiss law provides that title to this stock can be changed only
under existing Swiss law even though the government was forced to leave
Switzerland;

(3) Swiss law further provides that no officer or employee of a
Swiss corporation remaining in occupied territory has any authority
to act for his employer.

Therefore, the statement appearing in your publication is
without basis in fact.

Very truly yours,

GENERAL ANILINE & FILM CORPORATION

H. S. Williamson
Vice-President

HSW:LS

GFA RAW FILM CORPORATION
IJfWESt'^to

6™' """WOO, CAt.245 WEST 55i* STREET| N£W yoR(( 0|Ty
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Ohio ITO Backing

Goldwyn's Stand

(Continued from Page 1)

the system of selling which is not
only forcing exhibs. to take a lot of

pictures that they do not want but,

in addition, compels a large major-
ity of the theater owners to a con-

tinuation of multiple-feature opera-

tion which is proving so harmful to

the b.o."

On the subject of duals, Wood
says:

"Multiple-feature bills are un-
doubtedly becoming more and more
of a menace to the industry and, if

it continues, where double features
now suffice, it will not be very long
until there will be a vast number of

theater owners trying to outsmart
( ? ) their competitors by running
triple feature bills as is presently
being done in Chicago.

"It might interest Mr. Goldwyn
to know that, in the City of Colum-
bus, notwithstanding the fact that

the first-run downtown houses
showed the following with a second
feature, many of the first subse-
quent-run theaters in Columbus ran
them to excellent business without
a second feature or any givea-
ways:—"Stanley and Livingston,"
"Star Maker," "Drums Along the

Mohawk," "Mr. Smith Goes to Wash-
ington," "Babes in Arms," "Shop
Around the Corner," "Hardy and
Son," "Another Thin Man," "Re-
becca," "Strange Cargo," "North-
west Passage," "My Son, My Son,"
"Too Many Husbands" and "Buck
Benny Rides Again."

Conclude Hearings on RKO
Reorganization Allowances

Allowance hearings in RKO reorg.

proceedings were concluded Friday
by Federal Judge William Bondy on
default of Thomas K. Finletter, spe-

cial RKO counsel, to appear on his

own application for an allowance for

representing RKO in the company's
efforts to reduce other applications.

Finletter may reopen proceedings
for his own allowance on consent of

Judge Bondy.
An application was made by Flor-

ence J. Sullivan to expunge from
the record all SEC recommenda-
tions, because of a claim that the

SEC was not privileged to appear
at the hearings.

Wm. Gargan for "Kitty Foyle"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—William Gargan has

been cast opposite Ginger Rogers in

RKO's "Kitty Foyle."

STORKS!
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—A daughter, weigh-

ing 6% pounds, was born to Anne
Shirley and her husband, John Payne,
at the Cedars of Lebanon hospital.

The baby has been named Julie

Anne.

Y V
• • • FOR once, the shoe this time is going to be on the other

loot It's an old newsapei columnist habit to cry out against

Hollywood's treatment of newspaper types on the screen In our

yesterdays we took certain exceptions ourself So what fol-

lows is, after a fashion, merely balancing the account Among the

newspaper comic strips .... originating with the Chicago Tribune

and widely syndicated is Martin Branner's "Winnie Winkle, the

Breadwinner" It's a so-called continuity strip That is, the

strips tell a serialized story from day to day In New York,

"Winnie Winkle" is a Daily News standby

Y V Y
• • • DURING recent weeks Cartoonist Branner has

concerned himself with a thinly veiled campaign for the re-

turn of vaudeville through the presentation of the adventures

and misadventures of a barnstorming troupe of

old-timers banded together on a co-op basis So far, okay

But here's where Phil M. registers his squawk

T T T
• • • BRANNER places his troupe in a hick town and

proceeds to depict the town's exhibitor named "Mr. Piggy" as

an unprincipled monopolist "Mr. Piggy," it seems, hires the village

toughies to break-up the vaudevillians' show in the Town Hall

there is a scrap and the actors are hauled before a judge

who orders a courtroom performance For a finale, the case

against the actors is dismissed and "Mr. Piggy" the dastard

is fined $124.75 the 75 cents being the judge's "cut"

and price of admission to the show in the Town Hall

T T
9 9 IF you ask us what Branner depicts is 100

per cent un-comic and pretty much of a gross libel upon

the exhibition arm of this industry It indicts the 17,000 the-

ater managers in these United States as so many porcine

cutthroats and from the standpoint of possible damaging pub-

lic reaction exceeds by about 5,000 p.c anything Holly-

wood ever did in its treatment of the American newspaper

profession

Y V
• • • WONDER how many femme exhibs. there are in this biz,

anyway? That's a result of the announcement that Claudia

Miller and Margaret Hicks have acquired the Avon Theater, New
Vienna, O after initial experience as exhibs. in Falmouth, Ky

Other women theater operators in Ohio include Mrs. Phil Semelroth,

Semelroth circuit, Dayton Miss F. Robinson, with houses in New
Straitsville and Bainbridge and Mrs. William Shakespeare, who has

several nabes in Cincinnati

T T T
i» • • AND while we're in a wondering mood there's

that Sept. 15 release date set by Warners for "Knute Rocke—
All American" That's jumping the gun on the gridiron season

and would seem to ignore the momentum which might be

derived from a release date timed a fortnight or so later

when the football frenzy is in full swing.

T
• • • BEFORE you sell film biz short and film biz these days

means the domestic market consider the effect of Federal expendi-

ture of some 13 or 14 billions for national defense upon

employment and earning power

•*s <« «t *> » »•

11 Million Building

Total for Half Year

(Continued from Page 1)

same time all construction dropped
.044 per cent. Theater building costs

are shown at $11,638,000 for the first

half of 1939.
The Eberson data indicates $J^-

623,087,000 spent for total const****

tion during the first half of I
er

.- ,

compared with $1,669,364,000 during
the same 1939 months.

Duvivier, Clair to Direct

Two Pix Each on Coast

(Continued from Page 1)

Graetz. Duvivier arrives today on
the Excambion, and will be followed
later in the week by Clair.

The Duvivier and Clair produc-
tions will be distributed by a ma-
jor company, according to Graetz,
with disclosure of the distrib. to be

made when he accompanies the di-

rectors to the Coast shortly. Sto-
ries to be made also will be revealed
at that time.

Transcontinental until recently
had offices both in Paris and Holly-
wood. Its last two French pix were
distributed by Columbia. Duvivier
directed "The Great Waltz" for

Metro in 1938; Clair directed "The
Ghost Goes West" for Korda in 1936.

"60 Glorious Years" Going
Out As "Queen of Destiny"

(Continued from Page 1)

York theater, Radio City Music Hall.

Further bookings were withheld,
presumably because it followed too
closely the release of "Victoria, the
Great," which had a similar theme.
Both pictures were Herbert Wilcox
productions and starred Anna Nea-
gle.

"Pastor Hall" to Roosevelt
Under Pending Deal

(Continued from Page 1)

rector of the English company,
brought the print over from England
several weeks ago. Story is said to

be a bitter anti-Nazi theme.

WEDDING BELLS

Kermit, Tex.—Frank Cross of the

Kermit theater was married to

Marie Cannon of Ranger.

Albany—Christopher T. Hoffman
of Fabian's Grand Theater here,
was married last week to the for-

mer Mary Richmond. They will

return to Albany July 29.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILt
Hollywood—Jack Carson will wee

Kay St. German Aug. 10. Carsor
acts for RKO, Miss St. German is

on the air.
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ofthe bigbout to be heldat the Polo Grounds

New York, Wednesday, July 17, between

WORLD'S LIGHTWEIGHT CHAMPION
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WORLD'S WELTERWEIGHT CHAMPION
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ARMSTRONG
Wff?E LOCAL BRANCH OR HOME OFFICE..NOW BOOKING!

RKO RADIO PICTURES
Prints available in Metropolitan area Thursday, July 18th..

Everywhere else, Friday, July 19th
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Aug. 1 Consent

Decree Deadline

(Continued from Page 1)

embracing United Artists, Univer-

sal and Columbia.

Professing to be ignorant of what

was being discussed or proposed at

settlement discussions last week, to

which they said they were not in-

vited, attorneys for the "Little

Three" companies in question in-

sisted they would never sign a con-

sent decree.

"I'm ready to go into court, try

the case and win it," was the way
one of the "Little Three" defense

counsel phrased it.

Decree to be Okayed by Indies?

It was also reliably reported Sat-

urday that the majors have been
served notice by the D of J that a
final O.K. must be given to any de-

cree formula by the independent the-

ater organization heads before it can
be deemed acceptable. This infor-

mation was said to have aroused a

storm of protest by the "Big Five"
counsel participating in the confer-

ences.

Paul Williams, Special Assistant
Attorney General, is understood to

have conveyed this information to

the majors counsel early last week,
stating that numerous complaints
had been received from independents
in regard to the settlement propos-
als, and that independent leaders

had also warned him to be cautious.

Despite the split between the "Big

Five" and "Little Three" however,
it is believed that the five majors
participating actively in the confer-

ences are still willing to accept a
decree, provided that they have an
"out" if it is proven unworkable,
as was reported in The Film Daily
some weeks ago when the decision

was first revealed. Whether or not
such a proposition would be accept-
able to the Government has not been
disclosed, but reports indicate the
D of J might accept it.

Climactic affect of the situation

and apparent nearness of an im-
pending decision one way or another,
was reflected at the week-end in re-

ports that Nicholas M. Schenck,
Metro prexy, was arriving from the

Coast by plane to be here by Mon-
day. It was also learned from ma-
jor counsel that Sidney R. Kent,
20th-Fox chieftain, who left Thurs-
day night for a vacation in the Thou-
sand Islands, would be ready to re-

turn to New York on short notice,

if his presence was necessary.

Friday Tells All
How Ann Sheridan became the Oomph

Girl, thanks to Charles Einfeld, is told
in four pages of the current issue of
Friday Magazine. Article calls Warners
ad-publicify chief "probably the canniest
of all the starmakers" and, as proof,

details the campaign devised by Einfeld

to put the Sheridan gal over.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

TAY GARNETT. Born in Los Angeles. Served in U. S. Navy aviation service

' during the war, remaining in service after the Armistice, becoming ac-

quainted with Alan Holubar, director, who purchased a story from Garnett.

Persuaded by Holubar to leave aviation and join

Holubar as scenarist. Joined Sennett later as title

writer and story writer on Sennett comedies.
Titled and directed comedies for Roach. In 1927,

joined DeMille where he adapted "White Gold,"

directed by William K. Howard. Made the screen-

play of "Skyscraper" and "The Cop" and wrote
story and continuity of "Power." Directed

"Celebrity." Remained with Pathe as director in

1928-29-30. Was with Universal, Warners and

M-G-M. Made a tour of the Orient gathering

picture material. Directed for 20th Century-Fox

and Walter Wanger. Produced and directed for

RKO and Walter Wanger-United Artists release

from 1937 to 1940. Now directing at Universal.

RKO Radio Enters

Fight Film Field

(Continued from Page 1)

welterweight champs, and elsewhere
throughout the country on Friday,

it was stated.

Frank Donovan, RKO Pathe vice-

prexy, will supervise the fight film's

production.
Move of RKO Radio is understood

to result from the repeal of Fed-
eral legislation barring the trans-
portation of fight films across state

lines.

Estimate 10% Gain in New
State Theater Companies

(Continued from Page 1)

in 1938. Greater New York was re-

sponsible for 1,020 charters, Erie
County leading upstate.
Theater and amusement compa-

nies were estimated as increasing in

charters by 10 per cent for the first

six months of the year, as against
a similar period in 1939.

Shortage of Product
Claimed in Philadelphia

(Continued from Page 1)

gested is that the fans know that
one picture at least holds entertain-
ment.

Meanwhile, Stanley-Warner the-

aters are holding over all shows if

business warrants. Grosses locally

are off, strongest pix being Metro's
"New Moon" and "Andy Hardy
Meets Debutante."

Move to Organize Philly

Indie Theater Employes
(Continued from Page 1)

ing of the Building Service Em-
ployes union, Local 209-A, has been
called for tonight with invitations
sent to all ushers, ticket takers,

cashiers, janitors, doormen and
others to attend. B. C. Storms is

business agent for the Local.

B & K Tele Readied

For Debut on Jan. 1

(Continued from Page 1)

tion, two in Loop and one on west
side. Firm will make an initial ex-
penditure of around $100,000 for
transmitting, receiving and studio
equipment.
Company will use DuMont system

and will provide at least 100 receiv-
ing sets, many to be installed in

theaters in Chicago and suburbs and
surrounding towns. Station will de-
vote itself to further research in tele-

vision engineering and to experi-
mental work in program presentation
to determine types of entertainment
most feasible to transmit through
this medium. This will include tele-

casting of motion picture film of both
16 and 35 millimeters, as well as
presentation of picture and radio
talent in person. Program plans now
being formulated by television staff

of Paramount Pictures which will

co-operate with Balaban & Katz.
Technically the station's telecasting

limits as determined by apparatus
now available will assure it of maxi-
mum reception with a radius of 50
miles and minimum reception within
a radius of 100 miles which would
include Milwaukee, Rockford and
South Bend roughly as outer limits.

Zenith at the present time is tele-

vising a noon hour program five days
a week, with two-hour programs
also sent out Monday, Wesnesday
and Friday nights. Both films and
live talent are used. Approximately
200 receivers are now spotted here,
according to G. E. Gustafson of
Zenith.

Companies manufacturing tele re-
ceivers here at the present time, in
addition to Zenith, include Wells
Gardner, Belmont Radio Mfg., Gal-
bin Mfg., Motorola and Stewart-
Warner. In some instances, the re-
ceivers are solely for experimental
use. Zenith is experimenting with
tele transmitters.

Hecht Signs Rita Hayworth
Hollywood—Ben Hecht has signed

Rita Hayworth for "Before I Die/'

THE WEEK IN
REVIEW

Consent Decree Near?
-.Continued fyom Page 1):

Prexy Geo. J. Schaefer asked re-

duction in RKO reorg. allowances,
because of diminishing revenue, and
asserted industry is facing a "most
serious crisis" . . . Loew's, Inc. ,4"* flj

discontinue Loew's Weekly in Me'. r

of a directory of Loew theaters pro-
grams in daily newspapers . . . Sam-
uel Goldwyn announced cessation of

all production until his UA suit is

settled. His complaint against Alex-
ander Korda and London Films was
dismissed . . . 20th-Fox closed a two-
pix deal with Howard Hughes . . .

Earle W. Hammons intends to enter
feature production . . . Gary The-
ater Co. will appeal its anti-trust
suit against majors . . . Edward
Small out with screed calling duals
a "mark of greed" . . . Korda pre-
paring seven stories for Coast pro-
duction . . . Edgar Bergen talking
production deals with UA and RKO
. . . MPPDA mapping patriotic cam-
paign for screens . . . Pathe News
will cover the Democratic conven-
tion for television.

Seven Monogram Offices

To Meet Here This Week
Monogram will hold a meeting of

seven Eastern exchange forces at
the Barbizon Plaza Hotel, New York,
next Friday and Saturday. Partici-
pating in the parleys will be the
personnel from New York, Philadel-
phia, Washington, Boston, New
Haven, Albany and Buffalo. Presi-
dent Ray Johnston is expected to

fly in from the Coast. Edward A.
Golden, general sales manager, said
the meetings were of importance be-
cause the territories represented 35
per cent of the national gross.

Expected to attend are : Harry Thomas, .

head of the company-owned branches in New
York, Philadelphia and Washington; T. P.
Loach, vice-president and treasurer ; Norton
Ritchey, foreign department head ; Lou Lif-

ton, advertising and publicity director ; Ed- ;

ward Schreiber, assistant treasurer; Lloyd
Lind, head of the contract department

; John
Harrington, print and accessories manager:
Joseph Lamm, chief accountant, H. G. Davis,
personnel and office manager, and the fol-

lowing branch representatives

:

New York : Joseph Felder, William Moses.
Lester Tobias, Richard Perry, Sol Kravitz
and Jules Chapman.

Philadelphia : Sam Rosen, Moe Sherman.
Samuel Palan and W. Z. Porter.

Washington : Harry Brown, Harry Crull,

Arthur Hansen and D. Price.
Boston and New Haven : Steve Broidy.

Leo Britton, Nat Furst, Eugene Gross and
Herman Konnis.
Albany : Nathan Sodikman and Mitchell

Pantzer.
. Buffalo : Harry Berkson and Howard Mc-
Pherson.

Crack ©' the WeeU
West Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood—Crack o' the week here
originated with John Chapman, new. Hol-
lywood columnist of the New York Daily
News, who, already weary of the title

cycle, suggested a picture called, "Four
Mothers-in-law at Edison the Hotel
Somewhere Down Around the Argentine
Where They All Fell in Love."

:
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"The Boys From
Syracuse"

th Allan Jones, Joe Penner, Martha Raye

<iversal 73 Mins.

SOCKO LAUGH RIOT SHOULD GET
VELL RECEPTION FROM AUDIENCES
JVRALLY AND SHOULD BE BO. NA-

f a FOR EXHIBS.

Here is a natural for exhibs. With a first

te advertising campaign both by Universal

|d exhibitors, this picture is a heavy poten-

il money winner for all concerned. It is

eked with laughs, is definitely timely as

capist entertainment that will really en-

rtain audiences, and will go over with any

d all types of audiences. The cast names
2 fairly strong marquee attractions, but

e title and the picture must be sold to

e public intensively as the country at

ge does not know the picture as an

aptation of one of the funniest Broadway

age plays of recent years.

This type of picture is eactly what the

cfor ordered for a public which is fed

with war, taxes and other things. At
e same time, it is also distinctly apart

.am the usual type of screenfare. As his

st production effort for Universal, Jules

vey can take a lot of bows for hitting the

ll's-eye with his first picture.

|
The story follows the stage play closely,

t has been "hoked up" even more than

e play with gags that are sure-fire laugh

nners. The world of today is heavily sa-

: ized with regard to taxes, over-abundance

laws and numerous current nuisances.

le direction of A. Edward Sutherland leaves

We to be desired. He makes the most
every gag, keeps his pace fast and

loothly handles the players. Leonard
' iegelgass and Charles Grayson rate a big

nd for a neatly turned out screenplay.

The players are all good, with Allan

nes and Joe Penner in dual roles as twin

others handling the bulk of the work,

larles Butterworth will get howls as the

ike of Ephesus with a trumpeting set of

ardsmen that sound off every time he

sves. Irene Hervey and Rosemary Lane
coratively grace the picture and Miss

ne handles one song number effectively.

Martha Raye displays her talents to good
vantage, with enough of Miss Raye to

mpletely satisfy her fans and not too

jch to disgruntle. Alan Mowbray and

ic Blore are highly amusing as a pair of

ilors, who like many present-day tailors,

dn't get paid anything in ancient Greece
muel S. Hinds and the remainder of the

st are also effective.

Story concerns the search of Hinds and

s son, Jones, and his slave, Penner, all

racusans, for their twin brothers. When
ey arrive in Greece, where twin brother

:<nes, and his slave, Penner, lost at sea

any years before, has become a ruling

wer and put a law into effect that all

racusans will be hanged, the fun becomes
st and furious as wives mistake the twins

d the rightful husbands are locked out,

cused of this and that, and general con-
sion ensues.

CAST: Allan Jones, Joe Penner, Martha
iye, Rosemary Lane, Irene Hervey, Eric

ore, Alan Mowbray, Samuel S. Hinds.

CREDITS: Producer, Jules Levey; Director,

Edward Sutherland; Screenplay, Leonard
iegelgass and Charles Grayson; From the
ige play by George Abbott, Richard Rodg-

L
-

"Young People"
with Shirley Temple, Jack Oakie,

Charlotte Greenwood
20th -Fox 78 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

LOADED WITH ENTERTAINMENT,
WITH SHIRLEY TEMPLE AS APPEALING
AND ATTRACTIVE AS EVER.

Shirley Temple's latest and last offering

for 20th Century-Fox is loaded with enter-

tainment and finds the youngster as ap-

pealing and attractive as ever. It is an
ideal vehicle for the talents of the star and
she scores with her acting, singing and
dancing. Stepping and singing right along

with Shirley are the talented, elongated

Charlotte Greenwood and Jack Oakie. Allan

Dwan has supplied skillful, sympathetic di-

rection. Harry Joe Brown deserves many
bows as producer.

Kathleen Howard as the veteran school

teacher, who rules the town of Stonefield,

Vermont, is an important member of the

cast. George Montgomery is likeable and
pleasing as the young editor and owner of

a Democratic paper in an old Republican

Community. Arleen Whelan, Minor Wat-
son, Olin Howard, Mae Marsh, Sarah Ed-

wards and Charles Halton are among the

principals.

Edwin Blum and Don Ettlinger concocted

an entertaining screenplay. "I Wouldn't
Take a Million" and "Fifth Avenue" are

the best of the five songs by Mack Gordon
and Harry Warren.
When one of their old vaudeville friends

dies, Oakie and Charlotte Greenwood adopt

his youngster, Shirley. When she is a few
years old she becomes an active member
of their comedy, singing and dancing act.

The foster parents decide Shirley should be
allowed to lead a normal life instead of liv-

ing in hotels and on trains. They buy a

farm in Vermont.

They find the natives narrow-minded and

unfriendly. Oakie has many ideas of how
to make the town attract tourists and fac-

tories, and the natives believe they are

"framing" him when they make him a "one
man Chamber of Commerce."
When Kathleen Howard, who rules the

town, breaks up a school entertainment or-

ganized by Shirley, Shirley and her foster

parents decide to leave Stonefield and re-

turn to the stage. They leave in a heavy

rainstorm and save several children lost

in the rain. The natives relent and get be-

hind Oakie and his progressive ideas.

CAST: Shirley Temple, Jack Oakie, Char-

lotte Greenwood, Arleen Whelan, George
Montgomery, Kathleen Howard, Minor Wat-
son, Frank Swann, Frank Sully, Mae Marsh,

Sarah Edwards, Irving Bacon, Charles Hal-

ton, Arthur Aylesworth, Olin Howard, Billy

Wayne, Harry Tyler, Darryl Hickman, Shir-

ley Mills, Diane Fisher, Bobby Anderson.

CREDITS: Producer, Harry Joe Brown; Di-

rector. Allan Dwan; Screenplay, Edwin Blum,

Don Ettlinger; Cameraman, Edward Cron-

jager; Art Directors, Richard Day and Ru-

dolph Sternad; Editor, James H. Clark;

Music and Lyrics, Mack Gordon and Harry

Warren; Musical Director, Alfred Newman;
Dances staged by Nicholas Castle and

Geneva Sawyer.

DIRECTION, SkillfuL PHOTOGRAPHY,
Very Good.

ers and Lorenz Hart; Cameraman, Joe Valen-

tine; Editor, Milton Carruth.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPHY, Top
Notch.



WITH
GOOD REASON

FROM long experience, cameramen con-

fidently rely on Eastman negative films to

more than meet today's production re-

quirements. Extra quality—reserve power

—supports each film's special ability;

and each is firmly established as the raw-

film favorite, with good reason. Eastman

Kodak Company, Rochester, N. Y.

J. E. BRULATOUR, INC., Distributors

Fort Lee Chicago Hollywood

PLUS-X SUPER-XX
for general studio use when little light is available

BACKGROUND-X
for baehgrounds and general exterior work

EASTMAN NEGATIVE FILMS

:e<
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J. S. SEES PROGRESS IN CONSENT TALKS

detro MarkingTime In Selling Suburban Houses
hatching Effect of New
sderal Admission Tax
n Price Structures

M-G-M is marking time in the

Uing of suburban accounts in or-

r to watch the effect of the new
rmission tax on the price structure

theaters. In order to protect it-

If and its exhibitor customers,
arance may have to be increased

some instances between houses
w charging 20 cents (tax free)

d those charging 29 cents because

both city and Federal taxes.

In situations where there is a

ven-day clearance between a 20-

nt house and one charging 25 cents

us the tax, it is likely that a pa-

on, especially where there are sev-

al members of the family, will wait
(Continued on Page 6)

lative Pix Getting

>\i in Philippines

Here for home office conferences,

. B. Lederman, manager for 20th-

ox in the Philippines, told THB
ilm Daily yesterday that the past

:w years have seen a steady rise in

itive production which has in turn
.ken away playing time of Amer-
an distributors in the islands,

ederman, however, pointed out that

(Continued on Page 4)

aramount Experimenting
Vith "Tabloid" Re-issue

As an experiment, Paramount will

please a "tabloid" version of "Love
[e Tonight," made in 1932 and star-

ng Maurice Chevalier, Myrna Loy
nd Jeanette MacDonald. Picture
as been cut down to four reels by

(Continued on Page 7)

That Film Touch
Chicago—There's something of a film

touch provided to the Democratic Na-
tional convention here by the presence
of Melvyn Douglas, delegate; Helen
Gahagan (Mrs. Douglas), alternate and
national committeewoman, and Col. Peter

Saunders, of Richmond, chairman of the
Virginia Censor Board, also a delegate.

SRO AT 1,300 CANADIAN WAR SHOWS
Free Film Shows In Dominion Result in Sale of

Estimated $1,000,000 in War Savings Stamps

Toronto — The Canadian motion*
picture industry, with the assistance

j

of U. S. film biz, last night did its
|

collective bit to "Stamp Hitler Out"
and "Win the War."

In the Dominion's approximately
1,300 theaters, SRO audiences at 8:30
p.m. saw free shows, using tickets

presented by the industry to pur-
chasers cf a minimum of two War
Savings Stamps. Through the indus-

try's intensive campaign, it is esti-

mated $1,000,000 in stamps and certi-

ficates—the goal—were sold.

Programs at the free shows were
largely the current attractions. By
arrangement with distribs., there
will be no charge for films exhibited
last night, reduction in rental being
pro rata on the booking. In the event
that an exhib. asked for a new show

(Continued on Page 7)

Eight Coast Studios

Start 13 Features

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Thirteen pictures are

scheduled to go into production this

week. The roster:

At Columbia: "Nobody's Children."
At Paramount: "Virginia" star-

ring Madeleine Carroll and Fred
MacMurray with Lynne Overman,
Carolyn Lee, Marie Wilson, Tom

(Continued on Page 4)

Cont. News Coverage
Said 100% Nazi Controlled

European newsreel coverage, with
the exception of England, is com-
pletely controlled by the Germans,
according to Lewis Buddy, Para-
mount's newsreel chief for continen-

(Continued on Page 7)

Detroit Scents

Film Shortage

Detroit—Prospects of a film short-

age have caused radical shifts in

booking policies by United Detroit

Theaters. General slowdown in film

selling appears to be a major con-

tributing factor in the prospective
shortage, rather than the annual
"film blockade" which is normally

(Continued on Page 6)

Pascal to Complete Shaw
Picture in Five Weeks

Despite frequent delays caused by
the war, Gabriel Pascal expects to

complete George Bernard Shaw's
"Major Barbara" in England in

about five weeks, according to Mar-
(Continued on Page 7)

Blame Tax for Ohio B. O.Drop
Exemption Elimination Proposal Supported

Eastman Employes Will
Take British Children

Rochester—Kodak employes here
have offered to take several hun-
dred children of Kodak employes in

England into their homes to escape
the war, if arrangements can be

(Continued on Page 4)

Cleveland—Move launched by the

MPTO of St. Louis, Eastern Mis-
souri and Southern Illinois for the

elimination of all amusement tax

exemption, making a levy effective

on admissions of one cent or more,
is finding support here as a result

of developments in the wake of the

newly instituted Federal tax.

Trial of raising the quarter nabe
(Continued on Page 7)

Court Informed of D of J's

'Belief; Trial Off to 22nd;
Resume Parleys Today

Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard
yesterday postponed trial of the Gov-
ernment's equity action against the
majors to July 22 after Special As-
sistant Attorney General J. Stephen
Doyle in a carefully phrased state-

ment informed the Court that "it was
believed that progress is being
made."

Expected fireworks resulting from
breakdown of negotiations with the
three non-theater owning companies
failed to materialize, but reliable

sources predicted that the situation

would come to a head on the ad-
journed date. At that time, Judge

(Continued on Page 8)

Screen Guild Radio

Show Pact Renewed

Gulf Oil Co. has signed contracts

with the Screen Actors' Guild calling

for the Guild to again supply a Sun-
day evening air show, with approxi-
mately $10,000 per week being paid

by Gulf to the Motion Picture Re-
lief Fund for the appearance of tal-

ent of top-flight caliber.

Under terms of the contract, which
(Continued on Page 6)

Mrs. F. D. R. to Do Prolog
For Son's "Pastor Hall"

Acquisition of "Pastor Hall,"

British Grand National picture with
an anti-Nazi theme, was announced
yesterday by James Roosevelt.

United Artists will release the pic-

ture in about four weeks.
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt will

be heard in a special prolog preced-

ing each showing.

Then Why Do It?
Cleveland—A local theater owner who

operates a subsequent-run house with
double features and a game, reports that

the other night he gave away more
cash than he took in. It happened be-
cause somebody hit a jack pot.
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Piers, vtc. (2y2%) 4'/4 41/4 41/4— Vs
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind % s/8 % + Vs
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 120 119 120 + 1V4
do pfd 16514 16514 16514 + 2'/2
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc ZV/2 24V6 24y4 + Vs
do pfd
Paramount 4% 4% 47/8
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 7'/2 Wz 7'/2 + Vs
Pathe Film 73/4 1% 7% — Vs
RKO New 3 2% 3
20th Century-Fox . . . 6% 6% 6%
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2'/8 2'/8 2'/a

do pfd
NEW YORK BOND MARKET

Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3i/

2s46..103 103 103 — Vs
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3

y

4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1 % 1% \ 3/4 + Vs
Technicolor 10l/4 10'/4 10'/4 + 14
Trans-Lux 1 1 1

Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45. . . 6314 65'/2
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 57 60

Revamp Baltimore House
With Eye to Television

Baltimore — Work on extensive
renovation of the Auditorium The-
ater, recently leased by C. W. Hicks,

gets under way this week. Two bal-

conies and stage will be removed.
House will have provision for tele-

vision, believed first such installa-

tion in these parts. Will open
around Oct. 1 as The Mayfair.

12 Studio Red Cross
Meetings Draw 30,000

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Thirty thousand stu-

dio workers ranging from office boy
to star attended meetings at 12 stu-
dios and heard pleas for aid for
American Red Cross and Allied Re-
lief Fund. Speakers included Samuel
Goldwyn, chairman of the Motion
Picture Red Cross Committee; Dr.
A. H. Giannini, chairman of Citi-
zens' Committee; Louis B. Mayer,
Walter Wanger, Walt Disney, Y.
Frank Freeman, Jack L. and Harry
M. Warner, Nate J. Blumberg, Joseph
Pasternak, Cliff Work, Hal Roach, B.
B. Kahane, Moe J. Siegel and Robert
Montgomery.
At Twentieth Century-Fox, Darryl

F. Zanuck suggested that studio em-
ployes receiving $100 per week or
more donate two days' pay and those
receiving less than $100 one day's
pay. Jeanette MacDonald sang "The
Star-Spangled Banner."

Lone Ranger, Inc., Suit

Against Rep. is Settled

Suit of The Lone Ranger, Inc.,

against Republic Productions, Inc.,

was marked settled yesterday in the
Federal Court on reported terms
which provide for payment of $15,-
000 by the defendant and a modifica-
tion of an injunction issued against
the defendant by Federal Judge Al-
fred C. Coxe.
The suit sought to restrain Repub-

lic from distributing a serial based
on the Lone Ranger, well-known ra-
dio program, for damages of $10,000
and a percentage of the gross of a
previous serial and feature. The
complaint also asked to restrain Re-
public from distributing a film "The
Lone Texas Ranger" as an imita-
tion of the plaintiff's radio program.
According to the complaint, in

June 1937, Republic, under a con-
tract, obtained the right to make one
serial and one feature, but breached
the contract by producing a second

U. K. to Prevent "Leakage"
Of Steel for New Theaters

London (By Air Mail)—The Min-
istry of Supply is shutting down on
the supply of steel for new theaters,

following disclosure by the Iron and
Steel Control, that there had been a

"leakage" of steel for new and half-

completed cinemas.
New theaters, or completion of

those started, are considered non-
essentials, the steel being needed for

military purposes.

B & K Shift "Andy Hardy"
To Chicago, Circuit's Ace

Chicago—Metro's "Andy Hardy
Meets Debutante," current at B &
K's Chicago theater, is the first of

the series to play the circuit's ace

house. Predecessors have gone to

the United Artists theater. Pix is

clicking strongly at the Chicago.

Stage turns lined up for the Chi-

cago include Glen Miller, Frank
Parker, Gene Krupa, Tony Martin
and the Ritz Brothers.

Photophone U. K. Exports

Up 57% Despite War

Despite economic dislocations re-

sulting from the war, exports to

England of RCA Photophone equip-

ment showed a jump of 57 per cent

during the first six months of 1940

over the corresponding 1939 half

year.

Attributing the sales increase to

blackouts and war strain, Van Ness
Philip, in charge of RCA Photo-
phone international activities, noted

that during the fore part of 1940, 65

per cent of all British films were
recorded on RCA equipment, com-
pared with 40 per cent for the first

half of 1939.

RCA also reported an increase in

U. S. sales during the second quar-

ter of 1940.

Bernstein Honorary Aide
To British Films Chief

London (By Air Mail)—Sidney L.

Bernstein has resigned his pffices

in connection with the 35 picture

theaters in London and the provinces

which he has managed to devote his

entire time as honorary assistant to

the director of the films division of

the Ministry of Information. His
appointment to the post, recently

officially announced, carries with it

the additional duties of technical ad-

viser to the films division.

Jacobs Replaces Wolf
At Frisco for RKO Radio

Ned E. Depinet announced yes-

terday that N. P. Jacobs, formerly
head of RKO's Los Angeles ex-

change, has been appointed man-
ager of the San Francisco branch,
effective immediately. G. Wm. Wolf,
former manager at San Francisco,

will be given a new assignment.

COminG and GOIfK

1

WILL HAYS is due in Hollywood from
York tomorrow.

JAMES R. CRAINCER, prexy and general
manager of Republic, left New York last n

to visit the company's branches in Toronto,
troit and Chicago. He returns to the h

:

office Monday.

HOWARD DIETZ returns today fro

Coast by plane.

LAUDY LAURENCE, M-C-M's European cl

is due this morning on the Clipper from Lis

JOHN FARMER, RKO exec, is back froi

Michigan fishing trip.

JIMMY BOYLE, of the RKO publicity dep
ment, is vacationing.

HENRY HENIGSON, Globe Pictur

arrived from the Coast yesterday.

MARIAN BALDWIN, personal representa
for Cabriel Pascal, returned to the U. S. on
Washington.

HOYT HADDOCK, executive secretary

AGVA, is en route to the Coast to confer \

union leaders there.

NORMAN KRASNA is at the Waldorf.
BRIAN DONLEVY is here from the C

for a vacation.

CLAUDE COLLINS, director of motion pict

and assistant director of promotion at

World's Fair, has left for Pittsburgh on busin

GEORGE W. BRANDT and his bride, the for

VIVIENNE MANDELBAUM, are honeymooning
Lake George, following their marriage Sund,

CHARLES NESBIT of the Chicago Thea
Chicago, and MRS. NESBIT are on a Wes
motor trip.

HELEN TWELVETREES is in Rochester fo

Drama Festival.

HERB BERG of Para.'s publicity departrr

has returned from a Hunter vacation.

HARRY ODENHAL, manager of B & K's C
gress Theater, has returned from an East

trip.

ABE DASH of THE FILM DAILY business s

returned yesterday from a vacation.

ROBERT BARHITE is in Rochester fn
wood.

CATHLEEN CORDELL, English screen actrj

and GLORIA HILLMAN, young English da
and skater who has appeared in films, have
rived in New York.

;

/Exploitable!

the story of

those 5 sisters

in search of

husbands!

PRIDE AND

PREJUDICE
(M-G-M hit starring GREER GARS0N & LAURENCE OLIVIER)

Coming Soon!
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ALL THIS,

AND HEAVEN TOO
IS HELD OVER AGAIN AT

Mi RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL!
(Week No. 3 for Providence too!)

The only company delivering this kind

of business in this kind of weather is

WARNER BROS.
Vr
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Eight Coast Studios

Start 13 Features

(.Continued from Page 1)

Rutherford and Stirling- Hayden;
"Love Thy Neighbor" co-starring
Jack Benny and Fred Allen, with
Mary Martin, Rochester, Verree
Teasdale and Theresa Harris.
At M-G-M: "Bittersweet" co-star-

ring Jeanette MacDonald and Nel-
son Eddy with Ian Hunter, Paul
Lukas, Felix Bressart, Curt Bois and
Sig Rumann; "Go West" with the
Marx Bros.
At 20th Century-Fox: "Charlie

Chan in New York" with Sidney To-
ler, Marjorie Weaver, John Sutton,
Sen Yung, Joan Valerie and Donald
MacBride; "Charter Pilot" with
Lloyd Nolan, Lynn Bari, Arleen
Whelan and George Montgomery.
At Universal: "Fireman Save My

Child" with Baby Sandy.

At Warners: "Four Mothers" with
Priscilla, Rosemary and Lola Lane,
Gale Page, Jeffrey Lynn, Claude
Rains, Eddie Albert, May Robson,
Dick Foran and Frank McHugh.
At Republic: "Colorado" starring

Roy Rogers with George Hayes and
Pauline Moore.

At Monogram: The Paul Malvern
special, "Queen of the Yukon" with
Charles Bickford; "The Ape" star-
ring Boris Karloff ; and Sam Katz-

'

man's "That Gang- of Mine" featur-
ing the East End Kids.

Milwaukee Censorship
Move Facing Opposition

Milwaukee—Exhibitors here are
expected to oppose a proposal by
Aldermen Matt Mueller, John E.
Kalupa and John Brophy to substi-
tute a three-member paid motion
picture censor board for the pres-
ent motion picture commission. The
aldermen point out that the present
unpaid commission has no authority
to enforce censorship. They plan a

$2 fee for each picture viewed.
Mayor Carl F. Zeidler recently

criticized the present commission,
which consists of nine members ap-
pointed for a four-year period by
the mayor, when complaints were
made to him against "The Primrose
Path" after the commission had ap-
proved the picture.

Barbara Stanwyck
Ginger Rogers
Mary Philbin

llona Massey
Cus Harris

AL€NG THE

with PHIL M. OALYs
• • • THERE'S a silver lining to every cloud as dear, old

Hollywood for the umpty-umpth time, no less is presently

establishing The cloud in this instance is the Nazi blitzkrieg

which has devastated the foreign market materially shrink-

ing the foreign revenue upon which American production has

leaned for many a year The silver lining is to be found

in what European talent now finding sanctuary in Hollywood

is contributing to motion picture entertainment.

T T
• • • WHILE the screen both, as an art form and an

industry has attained its greatest development on this

side of the Atlantic its continued progress has re-

flected more than native ingenuity and talent There is a

place in the Hollywood sun for the contributions of all

those who have something to offer and that is doubly

true today when the' industry all arms of it face:

a serious economic problem The demand in production

in distribution and in exhibition is for the fresh ap-

proach

• • • WHICH makes two new productions Metro's "We
Who Are Young" and Warners' "My Love Came Back" of

unusual interest to the entire trade Both seemingly quali-

fying as "sleepers'" they represent the first American efforts

of two Hollywood newcomers "We Who Are Young" was pro-

duced by Seymour Nebenzahl whose "Mayerling" and "M" created

stirs while 'My Love Came Back" was directed by Kurt Bernhardt

once of Ufa later maker of bi-linguals in England These

two pictures have a certain something which sets them apart.

• • • "WE Who Are Young" additionally has John
Shelton opposite Lana Turner Mark his performance

mark his personality and you'll understand why
we have a decided hunch he's going places under Metro
handling And don't try to classify Shelton as another

So-and-so He's John Shelton and he's good enough to

stand on his own feet

T T
• • • WHILE we're on the subject of Hollywood and the

fresh approach it's gratifying to note that those two able

French picture-makers Julien Duvivier and Rene Clair are

to be domiciled there The former arrived in New York yesterday

the latter comes next week Transcontinental Films

headed by Paul Graetz will produce their pictures for a major

release new being set

• t • STUFF Fred Schaffer of RKO back from a Maine

vacation Hank Linet of Universal all tanned up from fishing

upstate Jules Levey lining up more openings for his "Boys

From Syracuse" Joe Penner and his Mrs, arrived in town

yesterday en route to Syracuse. . . .Eric Blore due in today. . . .Will

Hays en route to Hollywood; Mrs. Hays preceded him by a week
H. M. Richey back from Northwest Allied convention and

preparing to attend the Southeastern meet in Jacksonville next

week With special wrappers, Columbia is preparing to give

away millions of sticks of gum as part of the "Arizona" cam-

paign Didja know that Charles Chaplin is UA's exchange

head in St. John, N. B.? A. S. Kellam, Ross Federal checker,

has been named to the Henrico County (Va.) Planning Board

E. A. Burkart, 20th-Fox rep. at Cincy, is now a student

pilot Dr. W. D. Kendig, who owns the Free State at Ken-

bridge, Va., has been named to the board of the Bank of Lunen-

berg.

Native Pix Getting

Biz in Philippines

(.Continued from Page 1)

no effect on first-run business 1

been noticeable.
He said that there were about i

sound-equipped theaters operating
the territory today. Bulk of the f

ness done by the native films i*

the small nabes and backwo*
towns where the natives do :

understand English, he said. Led!
man said there was a limited ma
et for Chinese and Japanese fill

but no market for French, Gern
or Italian pix.

Offsetting the native eneroachm
on American films to some exteni
a steady theater building and
modeling program which is conti:

ally increasing the scope of the c

tributor, he said.

Lederman will confer with Wal
J. Hutchinson, director of fore
distribution, while here and will tl

go back to the Coast to spend sc

time with relatives and friends
fere he returns to Manila.

Eastman Employes Will
Take British Children

(Continued from Page 1)

made to send the children to Air
ica.

This message was cabled to W
ter G. Bent, Kodak general m
ager for Europe, in response to

inquiry about the willingness
merican Eastman employes to r!

bor their colleagues' children fi

abroad.
Number of Rochester Kodak fa

lies volunteering exceeded, sev«

times over, the number of child

mentioned in Bent's inquiry, anc

is believed possible that the num
of children to be sent will be
creased correspondingly.

Del. Court to Get More
Briefs in Union Appeal

Wlimington, Del.—Decision in

appeal of Local 473, Operators, fi

an injunction granted last Sumi
by Chancellor William Watson H
rington in the Newcastle Cou
Chancery Court prohibiting the i

jectionists from picketing the Ri;

Theater, indie first-run was pi

poned yesterday in the State
preme Court at Dover until at

tional briefs are filed by oppos 1
counsel.

Bland Circuit Sells Calo
Chicago—Bland circuit has

its Calo to Arthur Davidson.

Fur Coats Giveaways
Richmond, Va.—Local theater manager

are now being offered the "Merit Fu

Plan" to fill their empty sears on of

nights. Seems that a fur company o

New York has a plan to submit in whicl

a fur coat will be given away, one
week for four weeks.
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We Who Are Young'

with Lana Turner and John Shelton

tro

v.

m

•::

i rne company s ruies, rne wire is a

|
arged. The husband, hoping to have

- reorganized plan accepted by the firm, kee

his spirit. He and his wife attempt

79 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

THIS SURPRISE PACKAGE IS RIGHT

Iftv-N THE BOX OFFICE ALLEY: PIC-

!Nre SIZES UP AS ONE OF THE YEARS

5T RELEASES.

n "We Who Are Young," M-G-M has

3 of those low budgeters that looked

- )d while in production, was sugared some

re and could turn out to be one of the

;t releases of the year.

It marks the debut of Metro's newest

md," John Shelton, in the leading role,

dging by the reception of his work by

; preview audience, his appearance, and

ibre of his performance, it can be said

e studio made no mistake in giving him

-star billing with Lana Turner.

Producer, Seymour Nebenzahl, who made
layerling" and other European successes,

makes his U. S. debut with this; it is a

id debut. Director Harold Bucquet, work-

I; from the original script by Dalton Trum-

, has done his job with feeling and gusto,

enes melt and stand together in a manner
istrative of a master's hand.

Two young, poorly paid office employes

a large accounting firm, (Lana Turner

d John Shelton), take a chance and marry,

ping to be able to keep their jobs until

sir furniture is paid for and a home estab-

ned. They are found out, and because

the company's rules, the wife is d is

have a

eeps

to

ep together on his meager salary.

Two months after their marriage, the

sband, discovering his wife is to have a

by, borrows money from a loan-shark,

-"lo, when he lapses in a payment, attaches

salary. The husband loses his job, goes

relief, becomes bitter toward the world,

til in desperation, he begins working with-

t pay on a construction job and is thrown

jail for disturbing the peace.

From that point things change. Hope-
sness vanishes. He finds new friends and

e picture ends with the mother present-

1 him with twins. They are on their feet

ain and look out hopefully on a bright

•;»rld.

The story opens and closes with a narra-

n by an unseen announcer, a clever twist.

ie simplicity and perfection achieved by

e cast and the crew will make you re-

2mber this film. In supporting roles Gene
ckhart, Grant Mitchell, Henry Armetta

d Horace MacMahon give their usual

od performances.

CAST: Lana Turner, John Shelton, Gene
. ckhart, Grant Mitchell, Henry Armetta,

nathan Hale, Clarence Wilson, Ian Wolfe,

> ;l K. Dawson, John Butler, Irene Seidner,

larles Lane, Horace MacMahon.

CREDITS: Producer, Seymour Nebenzahl;
rector, Harold S. Bucquet; Author, Dal-

'-n Trumbo; Screenplay, Same; Camera-
1 an, Karl Freund; Art Director, Cedric Gib-

Jms; Associate, Wade B. Rubuttom; Edi-

«> r, Howard O'Neill; Musical Score, Bronis-

i Kaper.

DIRECTION, Brilliant. PHOTOGRAPHY,
'sry Good.

ffl

"The Man I Married"
with Joan Bennett, Francis Lederer,

Lloyd Nolan
20th-Fox 77 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

STIRRING, EXCITING PICTURE OF 1938
GERMANY IS STRONG INDICTMENT OF
HITLER REGIME.

Here is a stirring, exciting picture of

the Germany of 1938 and of the wrecking
of an eight-year-old marriage of an Amer-
ican girl and her German husband. It does
not pull any punches and is a strong indict-

ment of Hitler and his regime. Irving Pichel

has turned in an excellent job of direction,

creating suspense and gaining interesting,

human characterizations from his cast. Ray-
mond Griffith functioned as associate pro-

ducer.

Joan Bennett does splendid work as the

American wife, who goes to Germany open-
minded, but soon gets first-hand evidence
of the ruthless rules of the Nazis. Francis

Lederer is convincing as the German hus-

band, who after several years in New York,

returns to Berlin and finds himself swayed
by the Nazis. Lloyd Nolan does fine work
in a sympathetic role of an American news-
paper man, who befriends Joan.

Anna Sten is very good as a staunch sup-

porter of the Nazis, who does everything

possible to win Lederer away from Joan.

An outstanding characterization is that of

Otto Kruger as Lederer's father, a

lover of the old Germany and a bitter foe

of Hitler. Maria Ouspenskaya, Ludwig Stos-

sel, Johnny Russell, Lionel Royce, Fredrik

Vogeding, Ernst Deutsch, Egon Brecher,

William Kaufman and Frank Reicher round

out an able cast.

Oliver H. P. Garrett fashioned a gripping

screenplay, based on Oscar Schisgall's story.

Lederer, Joan and their little son, Johnny
Russell, leave their New York City home to

visit Lederer's father, Kruger, in Berlin.

Lederer, who had not applied for his second
American citizenship papers, is carried away
by the Nazis, with his old sweetheart, Anna
Sten, urging him on. He breaks with Joan

and refuses to let her take their son back
to New York.

Kruger insists she be allowed the custody

of their boy, and when he finds his son,

Lederer, is deaf to his pleas, he divulges

the fact that his (Kruger's) wife, had been

a Jewess. This information causes Anna
to leave Lederer, but Joan and Johnny re-

turn to New York.

CAST: Joan Bennett, Francis Lederer,

Lloyd Nolan, Anna Sten, Otto Kruger, Maria

Ouspenskaya, Ludwig Stossel, Johnny Rus-

sell, Lionel Royce, Fredrik Vogeding, Ernst

Deutsch, Egon Brecher, William Kaufman,
Frank Reicher.

CREDTS: Associate Producer, Raymond
Griffith; Director, Irving Pichel; Author,

Oscar Schisgall; Screenplay, Oliver H. P.

Garrett; Cameraman, Peverell Marley, ASC;
Art Directors, Richard Day, Hans Peters; Edi-

tor, Robert Simpson; Musical Direction,

David Buttolph.

DRECTION, Excellent. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Very Good.

William J. Kelly Dead
Springfield, Mass. — William J.

Kelly, 39, manager of Warners the-

ater at Lawrence, died here sud-
denly while visiting his mother.

"Carolina Moon"
with Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette,

June Storey

Republic 65 Mins.

MUSIC, COMEDY, ACTION AND RO-

MANCE NEATLY BLENDED IN THIS NEW
AUTRY RELEASE.

Sticking to the new formula of more

music, comedy and romance for the Autry

series, Republic has a neatly rounded pic-

ture in this release. The cast is able, Di-

rector Frank McDonald makes the most of

the situations offered, and the picture moves

smoothly along at good pace. The Autry

fans who like Gene to rough up the oppo-

sition a bit will also be well satisfied. Pic-

ture, however, is designed to reach outside

the horse opera trade, and it should accom-
plish this aim.

Autry is supported by his usual cast, in-

cluding Smiley Burnette, June Storey and
Mary Lee, with Hardie Albright, Eddy Wal-
ler and Jimmie Lewis and His Texas Cow-
boys bolstering the principals.

Autry and Burnette are riding the rodeo

circuit when they run into Miss Storey.

She and her father, Waller, hope to make
some much needed money at the rodeo to

pay taxes. Autry advises her not to ride

her thoroughbred, but she does, and lames

the horse.

Later, Autry buys the horse from Waller

so he can pay off a $1,000 gambling debt.

However, Waller gets drunk and June takes

the horse home. Autry and Burnette follow

them, with considerable complications en-

suing before he saves the honest planta-

tion owners from being robbed by a lumber

syndicate.

The music in the picture is good and

Autry puts over his numbers effectively,

with young Miss Lee and Miss Storey help-

ing out.

CAST: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June

Storey, Mary Lee, Eddy Waller, Hardie Al-

bright, Frank Dae, Terry Nibert, Robert

Fiske, Etta McDaniel, Paul White, Fred

Ritter, Ralph Sanford, Jim Lewis and His

Texas Cowboys.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, William

Berke; Director, Frank McDonald; Screen-

play, Winston Miller; Original Story, Con-
nie Lee; Cameraman, William Nobles; Edi-

tor, Tony Martinelli.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Disney Package Will Play
Louisville, Toledo Houses

Walt Disney Festival program,
embracing "Snow White" and four
shorts, has been set to open at the
Strand, Louisville first-run house,
July 19 and at the Rivoli, Toledo
first-run theater, on the 26th.

Start New Houston House
Houston, Tex.—Work has been be-

gun on a new theater here on the
main route leading toward the ship
channel area. The theater, which is

being built by L. C. Baxley, will be
leased to the Houston Plaza The-
ater Co.

"Devil's Island"
with Boris Karloff

Warners 62 Mins.

VIRILE PRISON DRAMA FEATURES
GOOD DIRECTION AND SWELL PERFORM-
ANCES BY THE CAST.

The cruelties and injustices of life on
the French prison island, before the system
was reformed, are shown in a forceful drama
that will please audiences. Story is stand-
ard for this type of film but the direction

by William Clemens, and the performances
by the entire cast, maintain suspense and
interest.

Boris Karloff contributes a fine sans-

horror characterization of the doctor im-

prisoned for treating an escaped convict.

James Stephenson is good as the cruel

prison head; Nedda Harrigan does a nice

job as his wife, while the convict types

are ably portrayed by the cast of char-

acter players.

Originally released early in 1939, but
withdrawn on protest from the French Gov-
ernment, the film relates the story of the

doctor who treats a wounded escaped con-
vict, is railroaded to Devil's Island where,

despite saving the life of the commandant's
child through an operation, is sentenced to

death for trying to escape. The grateful

mother finally turns on her husband and
informs higher ups in time to effect a

rescue.

CAST: Boris Karloff, Nedda Harrigan,

James Stephenson, Adia Kuznetzoff, Rolla

Gourvitch, Will Stanton, Edward Keane, Rob-
ert Warwick, Pedro de Cordoba, Tom Wil-
son, John Harmon, Richard Bond, Earl Gunn,
Sidney Bracy, George Lloyd, Charles Rich-

man, Stuart Holmes, Leonard Mudie, Egon
Brecher, Frank Reicher.

CREDITS: Director, William Clemens; Or-

iginal Story, Anthony Coldeway, Raymond
L. Schrock; Screenplay, Kenneth Garnet,

Don Ryan; Cameraman, George Barnes; Ed-

itor, Frank Magee; Art Director, Max Park-

er; Dialogue Director, John Langan.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPHY, Very

Good.

Shannon In Abbott Pix

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Harry Shannon,

Broadway actor, who recently fin-

ished work in "Tugboat Annie Sails

Again," at Warners, has been signed
for an important role in "Too Many
Girls," which George Abbott is pro-
ducing and directing for RKO. Lou
Irwin set the deal.

FRIENDLY SERVICE

SAVES TIME AND MONEY

*T ~»
rostal

Telegraph
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS
'PHONED IN APPEAR ON YOU

TELEPHONE BILL.



™J$ DAILY

Tuesday, July 16, 194

Metro Marking Time

in Selling Suburbans

{Continued from Page 1)

a week to see a picture at the 20-

cent house in order to save nine

cents on each ticket at the higher
priced theater.

M-G-M is of the opinion that

neighborhood theaters in larger cit-

ies may rearrange their prices,

thereby making it necessary to re-

align the clearance, and for that rea-

son product deals are not being
pushed until the matter is adjusted.

Detroit, Scenting Film
Shortage, Shifts Policies

{Continued from Page 1)

due to delay of the big circuits in

signing up.

First UDT innovation is booking
"French Without Tears" to play

first-run at two nabes, the Regent
and Annex. Six other UDT houses
are experimenting with full week
bookings instead of split weeks—the

Varsity, Vogue, Ramona, Alger,

Norwest, and Rosedale.

Techniprocess Completes
Slot Machine Subjects

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Techniprocess Process

Corp. has completed five three-minute
subjects for automatic projectors.

They include "Playmates," "The Man
That Came Around," "Say Si Si,"

"Harem Life" and "Love Song Of
Renaldo."

Techniprocess' production staff in-

cludes Mario Castegnaro, producer;

Ralph Hammeras and John F. Seitz,

associate producers; Wallace Milam
and Jack Murray, associate direc-

tors; Thomas Peluso, musical direc-

tor; Philip Horton, special lyrics and
music; Ed Hammeras, cinematog-
rapher.

STO
Philadelphia—A son, their first,

was born yesterday to Mr. and Mrs.
Lester Krieger at Jefferson Hos-
pital. Father, S-W exec, here, is

well-known in the trade.

Massilon—Robert Partlow, assist-

ant manager of Warners' Lincoln
Theater, is the father of a baby boy,

who has been named Jack Warner
Partlow.

Pittsburgh — Mrs. Abe Weiner,
wife of the local UA branch man-
ager, presented her husband with a

6V2 pound baby daughter, their first

child, in the Mercy Hospital here.

Rochester—Joe Deacon, manager
of the Dixie, and Mrs. Deacon have
a new son.

\ st. Exhibitor Sings
His Wares on Radio

Harrisonburg, Va.—Jack Fretwell, man-
ager of the State here, has a running
start on most exhibs. in plugging com-
ing attractions via radio. Fretwell,
possessor of a good singing voice, does
a five-times-a-week 15-minute stint
over the local radio station in order to
plug his attractions, build up local shows
which he emcees, and get to know his

patrons better.

Screen Guild Radio

Show Pad Renewed

(Continued from Page 1)

returns the show for its third season
under the same sponsorship, the pro-
gram will again be heard Sundays,
7:30-8 p.m. over a Coast-to-Coast
CBS network, effective the first Sun-
day in October.
MP Relief Fund during the last

two years has received approximate-
ly $570,000 as a result of the radio

tieup, it is said.

Will Non-Existent Censors
Become Realities in La.?

Baton Rouge, La.—The Louisiana
Legislature's session is ended, but
not exhib. apprehensions. It's this

way: State has a censorship law,

unenforced. The Legislature passed
an amendment increasing the sal-

aries of non-existent censors. Ques-
tion: Will Gov. Jones, whose ad-

ministration is preaching law en-

forcement, sign the bill and make
censorship an actuality?

Westinghouse Quarterly
Net Shows Jump of 46%

Westinghouse Electric & Manu-
facturing Co. profit for the quarter

ended June 30 jumped 46 per cent

over the same 1939 quarter. In-

terim report showed net profit of

$5,795,581, equal to $2.17 per share.

Earnings for the half year are equal

to $3.68 per share compared with
$2.37 for the first half of 1939.

"Leopard Men" To Play
Two Weeks In Detroit

Detroit—Ralph Peckham, former
Grand National manager, has been
appointed local manager for Select

Attractions. Peckham has placed
"Leopard Men of Africa" in the

Adams Theater for two weeks start-

ing July 19, reversing the prevailing

Detroit policy of booking all first-

runs for a single week only.

Film Fumbles Starts Aug. 4

Detroit—Film Fumbles starts in

an undisclosed number of Detroit

theaters Aug. 4, Lloyd Hammond,
producer, told Film Daily. Local

houses will have an approximate

$5,000 weekly giveaway.

Outstanding Shorts
How Good They Are—How to Sell Them—Who Has Them

REVIEWS
"Popular Science J9-6"

Paramount 11 Mins.

Will Hold Interest

A peek at the methods used in the

manufacture of the new nylon stock-

ings will be of considerable interest

to the fernmes. While much of the

duPont process is kept secret, enough

is shown to make it worth-while screen

fare. Animal lovers will applaud the

sequences showing a new splint, de-

veloped by Dr. Otto Stader of Ard-

more Animal Hospital, that enables

a dog to walk on a broken leg as soon

as it is set. Shots of the Government's

work in checking on water fowl mi-

grations and a mechanical device for

working out complex mathematical

problems, fill out the reel.

J

"A Way in the
Wilderness"
(Passing Parade)

M-G-M 10 Mins.

Absorbing Subject

Trials and frustrations of Dr. Joseph

Goldberg in his efforts to discover the

cure for pellagra, disease of the under-

nourished, are depicted in a manner
to hold the interest of any audience

in this latest subject narrated by John
Nesbitt. Dr. Goldberg of the U. S.

Public Health Service, in 1914 was
sent to the South to investigate the

plague that was killing off many of

the poorer classes. He finally discov-

ered that pellagra did not come from
a germ but was the result of under-
nourishing food and could be cured

by a change in diet. Fred Zinnemann
directed.

EXPLOITETTES
You can't get two women together

these days without hearing a discus-

sion of the merits of the new nylon

stockings. Here is a chance to get
them into your theater to see how the

stockings are made. Window tie-

ups with department and other retail

stores are inexpensive and should be
easy to arrange. Make sure that local

animal protective societies know about
the new splint demonstrated in an-

other sequence of this reel. They will

also be interested in the Government
water fowl protection shots.

The medical science theme of the

film makes it possible to try some

of the less usual exploitation stunts.

For instance, screen the film for your

local medical association and mail cards

to all doctors in the community. Get

the science editor to review the sub-

ject as background for a feature piece.

Local home economics classes will be

interested in the dietary angle of the

film so let the high schools and col-

leges know about it.

JULY SCHEDULE
COLUMBIA

"His Bridal Fright" (Charley Chase); "How High Is Up?" (Three Stooges); "News
Oddities" (Phantasy); "The Pooch Parade" (Fables); "Screen Snapshots No. 9"; "Canvass

Capers" (Sport Reel); "Cinescope No. 6"; "The Archives" (Washington Parade).

M-G-M
"Trifles of Importance" (Passing Parade). Others to be announced.

PARAMOUNT
"Sink or Swim" (Sportlight) ; "Way Back When Razzberry Was a Fruit" (Stone Age
Cartoon); "You Can't Shoe a Horse Fly" (Color Classic); "Pinky Tomlin and Orchestra"

(Headliner); "Dangerous Dollars" (Paragraphic); "Fightin' Pals" (Popeye).

RKO RADIO
"The March of Time, No. 12"; "Put Put Trouble" (Walt Disney); "Information Please
No. 12"; "'Taint Legal" (Edgar Kennedy); "Bested By a Beard" (Leon Errol); "Good-

ness, A Ghost" (Radio Flash); "Sportscope No. 12"; "Reelism No. 12."

20TH CENTURY-FOX
"Cheerio, My Dears" (Lew Lehr) ; "Rupert, the Runt" (Terrytoon); "Action on Ice"

(Thorgesen-Sports) ; "Love In a Cottage" (Terrytoon).

UNIVERSAL
"Springtime Serenade" (Color Cartoon reissue); "Candyland" (Color Cartoon reissue);
"Stranger Than Fiction No. 79"; "Going Places No. 79"; "Hawaiian Rhythm" (Musical).

WARNER BROS.-VITAPHONE
"Little Blabber Mouse" (Merry Melody); "Porky's Baseball Broadcast" (Looney Tune);
"Pony Express Days" (Technicolor Productions); "Young America Flies" (Broadway
Brevity); "The Egg Collector" (Merry Melody); "The Valley" (Color Parade); "A Wild

Hare" (Merry Melody); "Woody Herman and Orchestra" (Melody Master).
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" inadian War Shows

ing In Million

(Continued from Page 1)

the free performance, it was
Inished wtihout charge.

Support of the campaign was wide-
jead, chui'ches, fraternal orders,

r unions, mercantile organiza-
and service groups co-oper-
Large retail establishments

e took over the entire special per-

mance in several of the larger the-

rs, including Shea's, Imperial and
oli.

wlembers of Local 173, Operators,
tght stamps equalling a day's pay
m their employing theaters. W.
Covert, IATSE vice-prexy, invest-

S200 in the stamps, turning his

e tickets over to cadet pilots of
Royal Canadian Air Force.

There were scheduled p.a.'s by film

1 stage "names" in theaters here,

ntreal, Ottawa, Vancouver and
nnipeg. In Montreal, Sir Cedric
rdwicke appeared at several

iscal to Complete Shaw
cture in Five Weeks

(Continued from Page 1)

Baldwin, Pascal's personal rep-

entative, who arrived in New
vk on the Washing-ton after a
kr in England. The picture is to

distributed by United Artists in

U. S.

Miss Baldwin said yesterday that

seal planned to come over here
en the picture is finished and to

*ke "The Devil's Disciple" in Hol-
/ood. "Major Barbara" has been
work 10 weeks, although the pic-

e was slated to go before the

neras last September at the Pine-

od studios. However, the studios

re taken over for war purposes
1 shooting was shifted to Denham.
3ascal, Miss Baldwin said, has had
rew of 86 persons on location far

m airplane interference and raid

eats. She brought over a set of

.Is from the picture.

'indsor Theater Bronx,
ying Legitimate Policy

Windsor Theater on Fordham Road
t night launched a legitimate play
icy with the opening of "Margin
Error." Play is slated to run a

ek and is to be followed by "Morn-
: Star," "Pins and Needles," "See
- Lawyer" and others. Prices are
•iled to $1.10 top. New Windsor
J.icy brings flesh to its stage for

I first time in nine years.

WEDDING BELLS

Rochester—Evely Sabin, Rochest-
and Leopold D. Mannes, pianist

I co-inventor of Kodachrome, will

married in New York today.

Swastikas Painted on Theater Foyer Floor
as Exploitation Stunt Is Misinterpreted

Charlotte, N. C.—Misinterpretation of the meaning of swastikas painted on the
floor of the foyer of the Carolina in Lumberton, advertising "The Mortal Storm," to

open there that night, drew a belligerent crowd early in the morning.
Manager Edwin Petteet, called from home by the Chief of Police at 7:30 A.M.,

explained that the picture is "admittedly anti-Hitler," and that the advertising was
intended to suggest that anything bearing the swastika is to be trampled under foot
in America. The swastika advertising was erased.

Cont. News Coverage Washington Variety Club
Said 100% Nazi Controlled Honors William Herbst

(Continued from Page 1)

tal Europe, who has returned to the
U. S.

Buddy said in New York yester-

day that newsreel men covering the
war in France had to flee for their

lives when the German army entered
Paris and took control of most of

France. The last "pooled" reel by
the various companies was com-
pleted June 10 but was never printed
as there was no time to have it de-

veloped. Even if it were developed,
Buddy said, there would be no place

to show it at present. German-made
newsreels are being shown as usual
in Berlin, he asserted.
With newsreel coverage in Eu-

rope apparently washed up, Buddy
is here awaiting a new assignment.
He arrived by Clipper last Wednes-
day after a perilous escape from
Paris to Lisbon.

Paramount Experimenting
With "Tabloid" Re-issue

(Continued from Page 1)

Herbert Moulton and will run about
45 minutes.

Plan is to distribute the picture
as the shorter half of double bills.

If experiment proves to be success-
ful, other Paramount successes of the
past will be cut down. The tabloids
will be spot booked.

Eastman Kodak French
Plant Reported Intact

Rochester—According to meager
information trickling through from
France, Eastman Kodak Co. has
learned that the factory of Kodak-
Pathe Societe Anonyme Francais,
Kodak's French affiliate, is intact at

Vincennes, France. The plant was
closed and most of the personnel
evacuated to Bordeaux when the

Nazis invaded Paris.

Opposition Hotter in Chi.

Chicago—Tempo of opposition here
is increasing. Negro cast of 85 is

presenting "Chimes of Normandy"
for an extended run at the Coliseum;
Al Jolson opened for four weeks in

"Hold On to Your Hats" at the

Grand last night; Ringling Bros.-
Barnum & Bailey circus moves in

Saturday.

Bathing Beauty Picked
Grand finals in the Ziegfeld Girl

1940 Bathing Beauty contest were
staged at Loew's State theater last

night, with 40 competing. Judges
were Billy Rose, Eddie Dowling and
Al Altman, Metro talent scout.

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — The Washington

Variety Club at a testimonial lun-

cheon last week paid tribute to Wil-
liam P. Herbst, for 30 years a Wash-
ington showman and now owner of

the Circle Amusement Co., operating
the Circle Theater. The luncheon
was in honor of his 72nd birthday.

He was presented with a scroll by
the Variety Club. Among those at-

tending the function were A. Julian
Brylawski, President of MPTO of

the District of Columbia; Carter
Barron of Loew's; John J. Payette,

zone manager of Warners; Rudolph
Berger of M-G-M; Sam Galanty of

Columbia and Eddie Fontaine of

Paramount.

"3 Faces West" to Criterion

New York premiere of "Three
Faces West," Republic top budget
film starring John Wayne, Sigrid

Gurie and Charles Coburn, will be
at Loew's Criterion. Date has not
been set.

Blame Tax for Drop

In Ohio's Grosses

(Continued from Page 1)

house to 28 cents has shown a drop
in biz of approximately 15 per cent
in some instances, it is reported,
with a proportionate increase at the

nearest competitive 15 cent house.
At least one leading subsequent-

run operated by an important indie

circuit has cut prices to 20 cents
except for the week-end when the
old 25 cent top is maintained. Many
other exhibs. are becoming convinc-
ed that business cannot stand the
five cent advance generally at-

tempted.
The difference in weekly gross be-

tween the former established price

and the new price with the added tax
is the difference between operating
just over the black line and operat-
ing just over the red line, it is

claimed.

Cincinnati—Many nabe houses and
theaters in smaller towns are re-

ducing their prices to 19c to offset

decreased business caused by the
new tax, according to reports to ex-
changes here. A good per cent of
theaters are absorbing the tax.

Huntington, Tenn.—Bud Hanniza,

manager of the Court Theater, has
dropped adult admission from 25 to

20 cents to avoid the Federal tax.

SHORTS
What they are—

Who has them—

How good they are—

All oJsjQut them in

* % DAILY

Short Subject Issue
JULY 31)
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U. S. Sees Progress

In Consent Talks

(.Continued from Page 1)

Goddard is to start a two months'
vacation and the Government will
have to decide whether to ask for a
long adjournment until he returns or
to insist upon a further short post-
ponement, with Judge Gcddard re-
maining here for developments.

In view of the Aug. 1 ultimatum
reportedly handed to the majors by
Assistant Attorney General Thur-
man W. Arnold, a long adjournment
would indicate satisfactory progress,
while a short postponement might in-

dicate merely an extension of the
reported deadline.
The Court, after granting the ad-

journment, conferred privately with
Doyle, who, it is understood, de-
tailed the possibilities of settlement
in view of the new situation.

Attorneys for the major com-
panies conferred yesterday at the
Bar Association building without the
presence of D of J lawyers. Confer-
ences with Government counsel are
to be resumed today.

Three Features and Dish
Premium for 15c in Chi.

Chicago—Three features and an
ovenware dish for 15 cents was
served up here by the Rio theater

on the Northwest Side. Bill included

"It's a Date," "Johnny Apollo" and
"King of the Lumberjacks."

At the Drake, 15 cents got the
customer "Rebecca," "House Across
the Bay" and a free dish.

Four houses are trying dime ad-

missions—the Dale, Wabash, Plaza
and Palace.

Week-end checkup showed 10

houses using triples, 33 advertising
premiums. Schoenstadt circuit is

giving dishes at the Regent, Boule-
vard and Brighton, cutlery at the
Halfield, Midwest and Atlantic.

Court Blocks Muliero's

Use of Patricola, Jr.

Canio Muliero, who has been danc-
ing in night clubs under the name
Tom Patricola, Jr., was ordered to

stop using that name yesterday by
Judge Felix Benga. Judge Benga's
action was under Section 964 of the
Penal Law, a new section which
allows an injunction hearing within

five days of filing a petition instead

of the 20 days' wait under the sum-
mons and complaint method.

Petition was brought by David
Garrison Berger in behalf of Tom
Patricola.

Meeting Season
Wolfeboro, N. H--At Ansel Sanborn's

pix houses, Memorial Hall in Wolfeboro,
and Pineland Hall in Center Ossipee,

the double bill was
'Andy Hardy M :ets Debutante"
'Dr. Christian Meets the Women"

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

COL C. SIEGEL. Producer. Born, March 30, 1903 in New York City. Educated
*^ in New York City public schools, attended the Columbia School of Journalism,

from which he went to the New York Tribune. Was a reporter for T/2 years.

Traveled throughout the United States as salesman for an important house for

four years. Sold all types of objects. Went into the real estate business in

Jersey City. Remained in this field for five years, operating own business.

Then went to work for the American Record Corp. in 1931 as special salesman.

Met Herbert J. Yates there. Left to go to Mascot Pictures as executive

assistant to the president. Has been in the picture

business ever since. During the early phases of his

career with Republic he specialized in money-
making serials, such as "Dick Tracy," "The Lone
Ranger," etc. Built up the first Gene Autry pictures

to their present popularity and was responsible

for the Three Mesquiteers series. Produced first

Roy Rogers hit, "Under Western Stars." While with

American Record he handled the Gene Autry

records, and was the first to realize Autry's poten-

tial popularity with the masses. In more recent

years has produced all of the highest budget pic-

tures made at Republic, including "Man of Con-
quest," "The Dark Command," "Women In War"
and "Three Faces West." Height 6 feet. Weight,

195 pounds. Hair, light brown. Eyes, blue.

Karol Talks "Mohammed'
Rights Deal With Majors

Negotiations are being carried on
by William Karol, European produc-
er, with several majors for rights to

the novel, "Mohammed," which Karol
owns, it was learned yesterday. Pro-
ducer is seeking a berth as a co-
prcducer on the picture if he can
make a deal, with the alternative
that he might raise the finances for
production of the story himself. He
leaves for the Coast in about three
weeks.

Republic Signs Two
For "3 Mesquiteers" Series

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Republic has signed

Rufe Davis and Bob Steele to long-
term contracts to replace Raymond
Hatton and Duncan Renaldo in

"Three Mesquiteers" series with Bob
Livingston. Hatton's contract was
not renewed. Renaldo remains under
contract.

"Indiana" for 20th Century-Fox
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox will make "Indiana" with Henry
King directing with the same cast

as appeared in "Maryland." Pic-

ture was formerly titled "Down on
the Wabash."

Bioff Hearing on Saturday
Chicago—Hearing on the William

Bioff habeas corpus application was
postponed to Saturday here yester-

day, Federal Judge William Holly
directing the IATSE leader's counsel
to file new briefs by that time.

Bob Hope's Next
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Bob Hope's next Para-

mount picture will be "Nothing But
the Truth," from James Montgom-
ery's old Broadway play. Frederick
Hazlitt Brennan is adapting and
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., will produce.

Irene Dunne, Cary Grant
For "Penny Serenade"

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Cary Grant and Irene

Dunne last seen together under Co-
lumbia's banner in "The Awful
Truth," will be the starring team
in "Penny Serenade," the Martha
Cheavens serial now appearing in
McCall's magazine. This will be
George Stevens' first picture under
his recently signed Columbia pro-
ducer-director contract. Morrie Rys-
kind is now at work on the screen
play.

Donald Calthrop Dead
London (By Cable)—Donald Cal-

throp, 52, character actor, is dead.
He appeared in several British films.

"U" Borrows Joan Fontaine
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Universal has bor-

rowed Joan Fontaine from David O.
Selznick for the lead in a new ver-
sion of Fannie Hurst's "Back Street."
Robert Stevenson will direct.

Starts "Cyrano" in Week
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Alexander Korda ex-

pects to begin work on "Cyrano de
Bergerac" with the arrival here next
week of Vivien Leigh and Laurence
Olivier. Filming starts in mid-Aug-
ust. Ben Hecht adapted the story.

Sam Myers Dead on Coast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Sam Myers, 66, vet-

eran theater man and at one time
studio business manager, is dead.

Powers, Halifax Critic, Dead
Halifax, N. S.—James W. Power,

76, critic for two local dailies for 50
years until his semi-retirement, is

dead.

"Baker's Wife" Breaks Record
"The Baker's Wife" starts its 22nd

week at the World theater today,
breaking "Harvest's" record.

HCLI_y>VCCD

SPEAKING"
= By RALPH WILE ==

—HOLLYWOl
^^AMERAMEN are among Hollywoo
^** leading baseball enthusiasts. Re^-'
attendants at Gilmore field include Pevl

:

Marley, Len Smith, Milton Krasner 3

Daniel B. Clark.

• •
r PEAKING of baseball, Bob Hope v

** narrate a play-by-play account of 1

annual game between the Comedians a

Leading Men at Wrigley Field Aug. 8.

• •
THROUGH a confusion in names, in c

* or two publications, Cole Porter vi

credited with writing "The Little Red Fc

'

for the picture, "That's Right, You
-j

Wrong." The credit rightfully belongs
Lew Porter.

• •
^^UR Passing Show: Harry Sherman -

^•^ Charles F. Reiser, former residents

Minneapolis, reminiscing over old times
the Gopher state; Lewis Milestone, Geoi
Haight and Max Gordon chatting at RK
Margaret Sullavan, Leland Hayward, Bui

Berkeley, George Stevens, Howard J. Gre
Phil Berg, Sidney Lanfield, Lew Polio

watching the Hollywood stars in action.

• •
HOWLAND V. LEE, who directed "1

"^ Count Of Monte Cristo," for Edw,
Small, is busy with the direction of "1

Son Of Monte Cristo."

• •
DERT ROACH, Pedro de Cordoba
*"^ Jeanne Kelly have been added to I,

cast of "Gypsy Cavalier," which will

made by International Pictures, Inc.,

release as a Monogram special. The p
ture will be made in English and Spani

with Gilbert Roland as the star. It will

in Cinecolor.

• •
kyjORE Passing Show: Charles R. Rogs.
'"' Jeanette MacDonald, Gene Raymo
Sam Bischoff, Edward Ludwig, Rex G
Harry Wurtzel, Rufus LeMaire, Milton Ft

Ken Goldsmith at the preview of "The B ;

From Syracuse."

VA/ILLIAM SEITER, currently direct
™"

Universal's "Hired Wife," is takin;

terrific ribbing from his feminine co-sti

Virginia Bruce and Rosalind Russell, v

have just learned that Seiter, for seve

weeks prior to production, attended a lo

night cooking school for technical inforn

tion.

• •
A NDREW L. STONE has virtually c

** nered the youthful musical prod
market for "There's Magic In Music," wh
he is producing and directing for Pa

mount. He has signed Ruth Kizziar, 7, ;

Dolly Loehr, 13, as pianists, and Hei

Haitto, 15, Patricia Travers, 12, and I

Conner, 14, as violinists.

• •
/^EORGE MURPHY is entertaining at

^^ ranch near Escondido, Alfredo Samp
del Contrevos, Colombian banana plan

tion king for whom the actor once worl

as a timekeeper on one of the South Am
ican's larger plantations near Santa Mai

Colombia.
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IXEMPT PIX FROM U. K. EXCHANGE ORDER
Hi

-presents 25% of 398 Fea-
j res Announced; Produc-
yn by Indies is Slower

By RALPH WILK
J st Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
^Hollywood—With the start of the

10-41 releasing season still a mat-
• of weeks away major studios

J ve either completed or are actual-

shooting, 25 per cent of the 398
;tures announced, it is revealed in

survey by The Film Daily. Com-
bed features total 60, while 41
i now before the cameras. The

(Continued on Page 8)
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»0 of Majors' 1940-41 Pix Finished; 41 Shooting

irliman to Make

our at Colonnade

iami — Colonnade Studios has
•sed its first feature production
ntract with George Hirliman, who
ans to make a series of four. First,

.dolescence," original by Lawrence
i =ade, will go into work immediate-

Cast will be topped by Eleanor
ant and Leon Janney, it is said.

>uis Gasnier will direct.

Hirliman will follow "Adolescence"
th Edison Marshall's Cosmopolitan

Magazine story, "The Tigress and
'

<e Lady."

ashville Theater Offers

ponsored News in Lobbym <

f«

Nashville, Tenn. — A transradio
2ws teletype has been installed in

e lobby of the Paramount here.

s the first in a theater in the
ifimth. A local milk company is

onsoring. Station WSIX delivers
news broadcast daily at noon from
e Paramount lobby. Charles Amos
manager of the Paramount.

Theater Passes as
Milh Bar's Giveaway
Toledo, 0.—The Tick-Totk Milk Bar

is offering free admission tickets to the
Pantheon Theater, good anytime except
Sunday, with the purchase of a dinner
at 58 cents, or of a sandwich and bev-
erage for 29 cents.

If You Want 16 MM. Pix Okayed by Chicayo
Censors, Please Briny Your Own Projectors

Chicago—Local police censor has ruled that all 16 mm. films exhibited commercially
here must be submitted for examination. Because the censor's office is without 16

mm. projectors, distribs. and exhibs. must bring their equipment for the screenings.

Allied Survey Com.

To Meet in Pttilly

Allied's product survey committee
is slated to meet in Philadelphia on
July 24 to lay plans for putting
into operation the national product
information bureau. Each unit is

expected to send a representative.

An information bureau on product
deals in various parts of the coun-
try was proposed and approved at the
recent national Allied convention in

Chicago. Eastern units have been
conducting similar surveys for sev-

eral years, but the project now is to

be launched on a national basis.

Purpose of the survey is to com-
pare deals in comparative situations

so that an exhibitor can tell whether
(Continued on Page 6)

GWTW with Spanish Titles

Ready for S. A. in August

Task of adding superimposed
Spanish titles to "Gone With the
Wind" will be completed in two
weeks, whereupon the picture will

be ready for distribution in South
America. Book had a wide sale in

Spanish-speaking countries.

No Metro Quality

Cuts, Says Died

M-G-M contemplates no reduction

in the quality of product despite the

situation abroad, Howard Dietz, di-

rector of publicity and advertising,

said yesterday upon his arrival in

New York after a five-week stay
at the studios. In fact, Dietz added,
M-G-M has more big money pic-

tures in work at the present time
than it had for several years.

This has been the best summer
the company has ever had, Dietz
said. He pointed to "Andy Hardy
Meets Debutante" as an example,
the picture having topped all other

Hardy family features. Another
(Continued on Page 6)

Loew Movie Guide in J-A;

PM to List 200 Programs

Loew's New York circuit today
launches its $300,000 experiment in

expanded newspaper advertising
with first of the new Loew's Movie
Guides appearing in the Journal-
American. Other N. Y. newspapers
may shortly be added.
Jack Smith, amusement adv. man-

(Continued on Page 8)

Settlement Snags Ironed Out
Arbitration, Block-Booking Clauses Shaping

Postponement Expected
In Mid-West Suit

Detroit — The industry-important
trial of Midwest Theaters vs. Co-
operative Theaters of Michigan,
alleging "conspiracy" among other
charges, which was set for trial to-

morrow will probably be postponed.
The case is likely to run for a month

(Continued on Page 7)

Fate of the proposed consent de-
cree to end the Government's equity
suit will be determined this week-
end, it was indicated yesterday as
conferences between counsel for the

majors and D of J men resumed,
with representatives of the "Little

Three" conspicuously absent.

Sources close to the conferees yes-

terday reported that there was every
reason to believe that some equit-

(Continued on Page 7)

British Treasury Permits
Use of Blocked Currency
To Buy English Pix Rights

London (By Cable)—The Treasury
yesterday exempted films from pro-
visions of the recent exchange con-
trol order obliging manufacturers to
obtain dollar currency for merchan-
dise sold in America. The exemp-
tion operates until Oct. 31 and per-
mits the use of blocked currency
for purchasing British film rights.

Yesterday's ruling by the English
Treasury exempting films from the
recently enacted exchange control
law ended a long behind-the-scenes
controversy, according to sources
here. The ruling is in line with the

(Continued on Page 7)

Circuits to Study

Propaganda Pleas

Two organizations, each with op-
posite viewpoints on war, are seek-

ing to place a propaganda reel in

the nation's theaters. One, the Com-
mittee to Defend America by Aiding
the Allies, has a picture reportedly

advancing the idea that the United
States should enter the war against

(Continued on Page 7)

2 Airplanes to Fly Party
To "Syracuse" Premiere

Two American Airline flagships

have been chartered to fly the dele-

gation of Universal execs, and em-
ployes, newspaper representatives
and others to Syracuse tomorrow for

the world premiere of Jules Levey's
(Continued on Page 7)

20th-Fox to Spend
Million to Pluy 4

West Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Twentieth-Fox will place

a million dollar ad campaign in back of

"Maryland," "Brigham Young," "The Re-
turn of Frank James" and "The Great
Profile," according to Darryl F. Zanuck.
Object is to strengthen the domestic
market.
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riNANCIAL
(Tuesday, July 16)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (21/2%>
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 6% 6% 6% + %
East. Kodak ..120% 119 1203/8 + 3/g
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9'/4 9'/4 9i/4 + Vs
Loew's, Inc 24l/

2 24 24 — 1/4

do pfd
Paramount 5 4% 5 + Vs
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd... 7'/2 7'/2 TVi
Pathe Film 8 8 8 + V,
RKO New 3 27/8 3
20th Century-Fox . . . 6y2 6J/2 6i/

2 — Vs
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd 75 75 75 +5
Warner Bros 2% 2'/8 2-Vl + Vs
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46.
Loew's deb. 3y2 s46. 103'/2 103 103y2 + Vi
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3V4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 10 10 10 — %
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES

Bid Asked
Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45... 63l/
2 65'/2

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 57 60

Warners Try First-Runs

At the Strand, Albany

Albany—Strand Theater, first-run
Warner house operated by Andy
Roy, has returned to single features,
and is doing its best biz of the Sum-
mer with "Maryland." "ATAHT"
will follow.

Play Scouts Must Catch
12 New Shows Next Week
Home office play scouts face the

Summer season's major chore thus
far next week when at least 12 new
stage pieces are carded for strawhat
tryout. Lineup includes:
"Under the Roof," by Herbert B.

Ehrmann, which is to be done at the
Red Barn Theater, Westboro, Mass.
"A Man's House," a John Drink-

water play which has not been done
commercially in this country, will
open at the Chapel Theater, Great
Neck, L. I.

"The Frog," or Ian Hay's drama-
tization of the Edgar Wallace novel,
"The Fellowship of the Frog," will
be done by the Roadside Theater,
Washington, D. C.

"The Hard Way," Allen Boretz's
new farce, will open at the Lake-
wood Theater, Skowhegan, Me.
"They Say," by Helen Leeds Tor-

rence, is to be the bill at the Cob-
web Theater, Yardley, Pa.

"Lee of Virginia," historical play
by Edward Boykin, will be tried out
by the Barter Theater at Abing-
don, Va.
"The Walrus and the Carpenter,"

Noel Langley's play seen earlier in

the year on the Coast, will be of-

fered by the Farragut Players, Rye
Beach, N. H., with Florence Reed
in the cast.

"Lot's Wife," a comedy by Peter
Blackmore, will open at the Com-
munity Playhouse, Spring Lake,
N. J., with Nancy Carroll and A. P.
Kaye in the company.

"It's a Crime," by John Y. Kohl,
will be the bill at the Green -Hills

Playhouse, Reading, Pa.
"Deny the Heart," by John Simon

Rodell, will open at the Parrish
Memorial Hall, Southampton, L.I.

"Now You Take a Fellow," a com-
edy by Edward Hunt, will be at the
Pikesville, Md., Summer Theater.

Sound Range Restriction

Issue in New Haven Suit

New Haven — Whether Maria
Adorno will be permitted to operate
a 900-seat open-air theater without
sound range restrictions is being de-
cided by Judge P. B. O'Sullivan of

the Superior Court here, after the
matter was appealed to the higher
court from a recent decision of the
State Police Commissioner which im-
posed a 250-ft. radius of sound limi-

tation. The venture was built and
equipped last Summer but has never
obtained permit to operate.

Madras Bars M of T's

"Inside Nazi Germany"
Madras, India (By Mail)—British

District Magistrate of Nellore has
banned exhibition in the Madras
Presidency, under the Indian Cine-
matograph Act, of showing of

March of Time's "Inside Nazi Ger-
many."

20-Fox Renews Jane Withers Pact
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has renewed Jane Withers' con-
tract for another year.

Olsen & Johnson to Make
Pix When N. Y. Run Ends

Olsen & Johnson are planning to

make a picture under the title of

"Hellzapoppin" within the next 18

months and parleys have been held
with most of the major companies.
While no deals have been set, Uni-
versal looms as the most likely pro-
ducer.

It is reported that nearly every
major is anxious to obtain Olsen &
Johnson and the title. Indications
are that the comedians' current
Broadway musical will run at least

a year and a half longer, after
which they are expected to turn
their attention to a picture.

Olsen has acquired building sites

in both Malverne, his home, and
Mineola and may build a film the-
ater on either one as an investment
proposition. He does not plan, how-
ever, to turn exhib. himself.

Sees French Industry
Resuming Shortly

French production, which halted
with the entrance of the Germans
into Paris, probably will be resumed
shortly, it was predicted yesterday
by Julian Duvivier, noted French
producer. However, he could not say
as to how the industry in France
would be controlled or the type of

pictures that would be made. A
number of pictures were in work
when the advance on Paris started,

Duvivier said.

Duvivier has signed to produce
two pictures in Hollywood for Trans-
continental Films, headed by Paul
Graetz. The pictures will be re-

leased through major companies, it

was said. Duvivier arrived here
Monday from Europe.

Buenos Aires Lifts Ban
On Nazi Propaganda Film

Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)—
Presumably in response to Nazi
pressure, the city administration has
lifted the ban on the German propa-
ganda film, "The West Wall." Ex-
hibition was halted some weeks ago
when presentation of the film caused
a riot in the Renacimiento theater.

Korda Account to Buchanan
Buchanan Co., advertising agency,

has been awarded the contract for
handling Alexander Korda's mag-
azine and newspaper advertising.

Agency's campaign for "The Thief
of Bagdad" was approved by Korda
prior to his return to the Coast.
Korda account formerly was handled
by Donahue & Coe.

Shea's Opens Niagara,
First of 3 New Nabes

Buffalo — Shea's Niagara, 1,000-

seat lower West Side theater, is open,
latest addition to Buffalo Theaters,
Inc., community circuit. It is the
first of three nabes projected by the
corporation. The others, still in

blueprints, are to be known as Shea's
Amherst and Shea's Fillmore.

COminG and GOIftG

WALTER WANGER arrives here today fror,

the Coast on the TWA Stratoliner for conference
with UA execs.

A. A. SCHUBART, manager of exchange opera

tions for RKO, left New York yesterday fo
'

a swing through the Midwest and South.

LOU BROCK, RKO producer, will prolong hi

New York stay another 10 days.

GEORGIE
next week.

HALE arrives here from M
BRIAN DONLEVY and his wife are at th

Waldorf.

LILI DAMITA is in New York before appear)
ing in Summer stock.

VINCENT PRICE arrived on the Coast tl

week from Skowhegan.

MANFRED V. LEE and FREDERICK DANNAVl
co-authors of the Ellery Queen stories, arrived i I

Hollywood this week to start work on a screen
j

play.

ROY DISNEY is here from the Coast.

AL SHERMAN of Columbia has returned froij

a vacation at Shandelee.

LAWRENCE C. CAPLAN, Allied Theater Owi
ers of Connecticut executive secretary, and Mi

CAPLAN are spenling a week at Indian He
Profile Lake, N. H.

MARIE CLEMENTI, Paramount Theater cash

ier, New Haven, is leaving for Kentucky o

vacation.

'

Weston Demurrer Echoes
That of John P. Nick

St. Louis—Demurrer to the indict

ment against Clyde A. Weston, foi

mer business manager of Local 141

Operators, filed in the Federal Coui
here is similar to that previous!
filed on behalf of John P. Nick, foi

mer IATSE vice-prexy.
The men are accused of violatin

the Federal Anti-Racketeering Ac
and the Sherman Anti-Trust Ac
The demurrer alleged the Ant
Racketeering Act is unconstitution;
and that there is no cause of actio *

against the defendant. A motion t

strike several portions of the indie'

ment was also filed.

"Sea Hawk" on Aug. 24

Warners will release "The Se

Hawk" on Aug. 24. Company :

mailing out a complete set of a(

vance material this week.

Stahl After Maurice Evans
John Stahl is reported negotia

ing with Maurice Evans to appea
in the tentatively titled "The Fir;

Woman Doctor."

James Cagney
Jack Conway
Herschel Stuart

John Carroll

Ai Bondy
Frank Whitbeck



o». x

tk
VJ

C'U,
*e*ov

Hs

"«<** ">

^.eg**** j.

•*©'«0

«*v
°- S^t*/,^ °->?

9**,

i

a.

!

©

'?„ ^ ' o0<

*«•«

,>
63Q' ^w^f

«*

tjj^t *t

s

*)+.

J* **>*

Q
J-

»**.

Robert H. Hinckley
is the

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF
COMMERCE OF THE
UNITED STATES

and
CHAIRMAN OF THE U. S. CIVIL

AERONAUTICS AUTHORITY

WARNER BROS, are Privileged to offer for Immediate Exhibition

WMEm
A 2-REEL VITAPHONE SHORT

The sooner you play it the more important you
will be in your community!

Produced in cooperation with the Civil Aeronautics Authority, with JEAN PARKER • DONALD WOODS • WILLIAM
^UNDIGAN HENRY O'NEILL • WILLIAM ORR • Original Screen Play by Delmer Daves ' Directed by B. Reeves Eason
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BLOHDIE
HAS SERVAI1T 1

TROUBLE
ised upon the comic strip created by CHIC YOUNG

with THE BUMSTEADS
PENNY ARTHUR ' LARRY

INGLETON * LAKE * SIMMS
as BLONDIE as DAGWOOD as BABY DUMPLING

Screen play by Richard Flournoy • Directed by FRANK R. STRAYER
Produced by Robert Sparks
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No Metro Quality

Cuts, Says Dietz

{.Continued from Page 1)

big box-office success is "New Moon,"
which, according to Dietz, is another
reason why the studio believes good
pictures will find an unprecedented
response during the coming season.
The company's release schedule

and production program for the per-
iod between now and Christmas will

be completed within the next week.
Since the first of June, M-G-M has
released one picture a week and in-

dications are that this policy will
continue.

Dietz was especially enthusiastic
over "Boom Town," "Pride and
Prejudice," "I Love You Again,"
"Strike Up the Band," "Escape" and
"Bittersweet." Exhibition policy of
"Boom Town" may be announced
today.

Closing Notice Extended
By 40 St. Louis Nabes

St. Louis—Owners of some 40 nabe
and suburban theaters have extended
the two weeks' notice recently sent
to the headquarters of Local 143,
Operators.

Twenty-five of the houses are in
the Greater Independent Circuit of
Fred Wehrenberg and Clarence Kai-
mann. The notice will be extended
from week to week on those houses
not closed.
A two-year wage contract with

the union will expire at midnight on
Aug. 31. The theater owners have
asked for a 10 per cent reduction in

wages during the Summer months,
but the union officials have declined
to advise acceptance of that cut un-
less the owners are willing to enter
into a new wage agreement at high-
er levels than the contract now in
effect. Negotiations are still in

progress.

New Basil Buffalo Project

Includes Theater, Alleys

Buffalo—Wreckers are razing the
Liberty Theater, former Albert
Francis holding, and two adjoining
apartment buildings, to provide a
site for the latest Basil Brothers'
community theater, in Buffalo's cen-
tral East Side. Nicholas J. Basil,
president of the circuit, said the new
house, to seat 1,000, will cost $100,-
000. Building will include stores,
bowling alleys and apartments.

WEDDING BELLS

Eddie Richardson, assistant mana-
ger Loew's Orpheum Theater, Bos-
ton, celebrated his vacation by get-
ting married. He was a Home Office

visitor yesterday.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood— Robert Paige, actor

under contract to Para., and Eliza-
beth Henning, studio secretary, were
married here.

ALONG THE

WITH PHIL M. DALY;
• • • THERE are moments when we are moved to speculate

as to whether or not the bright young men engaged in pub-

licizing screen personalities are not overworking the phony

organization stunt You know the sort of thing we mean
Goldie Glitter, a presumably anxiously awaiting public, is advised

has been singled out .by the Amalgamated Housewives of the

United States and Canada as the Typical Stocking Darner

or with much the same flourish a release informs that Rod-

ney Profile has been designated by the Association of Mail

Order Tailors as their Favorite Screen Fashion Plate

T T T
• • • TO be sure these stunts in themselves are

perhaps harmless enough and are not taken seriously by

those City Editors who pass them along with Art

They do, however, mitigate against serious acceptance of

the Real Thing when it occasionally comes along and,

what is more, cause the intelligent newspaper reader to

cynically dismiss honest industry co-operative effort. .. .with

legitimate organizations as mere selfish space-grabbing

T T T
• • • OCCASIONALLY, too, there is the matter of good taste

like the recent letter "to the Press" from a "Citizens' Committee"

the letter being essentially another communication addressed

to President Roosevelt who is urged to appoint a certain

individual hailed as this industry's "present undisputed leader"

to the War Resource Board Whether the gentleman in ques-

tion could contribute through such service is not the point

Phil M. will wager that he certainly never was approached

to sanction the use of his name and ihat if he had been the

communication to "the Hon. F. D. Roosevelt, President" would never

have been dispatched if it actually was .... as the self-appointed

"Citizens Committee" affirms On the very face of it it was a

cheap publicity trick as cheap as the stationery upon which it was

mimeographed and nothing could have been cheaper Inci-

dentally, insofar as gleaning space in the New York dailies Is con-

cerned it was a flat fIoppo

T T T
• • • HERE'S at least a chuckle mebbe a bellylaugh

Out in Frisco there have been several b.o. robberies o' late

So when "Bucky" Williams, manager of the Newsreel Thea-

ter noticed two men standing across the street for

several days obviously watching his b.o he called the

cops The police found that the watchers had been en-

gaged by the opposition Telenews Theater to check Wil-

liams' biz Williams grinned had a special four-foot key

made and sent it in fancy wrappings to Ellis Levy of

Telenews with a note reading "This is the key to my turn-

stile You are welcome to use it at any time"

T T
• • • IT'S a smart studio that today builds for tomorrow A
thought suggested by the, fact that Metro has again added to its

table of junior writers The new group has a strong collegiate flavor

for it includes David Sheppard and Edward C. K. Read

hailing from Harvard Robert Minton, Princeton alumnus Wil-

liam Stucky, from Yale and Jean Rouverol, of Stamford The

latter, incidentally, is the daughter of Aurania Rouverol creator of

the Hardy Family characters

T T
9 A timely thought: How large would Henry Ford's

business be today had he been content just to manufacture cars

instead of both making and SELLING them?

Allied Survey Com.

To Meet in Philiy

(.Continued from Page 1)

he is paying film prices equal tc

those in other spots. Exhibitors '

supplying information are not to be ,

required to reveal their identity
Some industry observers are oM
opinion that the plan is doomedyJa'
failure because they do not believe

authentic information can be ob-

tained.

Merchant-Sponsored Pix

In Northwestern Ohio

Toledo1

, O.—purvey of northwest- •

ern Ohio and nearby communities has ;

revealed that businessmen are again

sponsoring free films in outdooi I

spots. Towns and the nights of the

shows are:

Luckey, Saturday; Arcadia, Tues-

day; Wayne, Wednesday; Burton i

Saturday; Cynget, Tuesday; Berne .

Ind., Saturday; and Temperance^
Mich., Wednesday; Edon, O., Wed-

J

nesday.

Ohio County Fair May
Be Held In Theater

Newark, O.—The Licking Countj
Fair will probably be held in the

Midland Theater here from Aug. 12-

17, announced George W. Kreitler

county agricultural agent.

Charter Outdoor Ad Firm

Albany—Cross-Roads Outdoor Ad-

vertising Co., Inc., has been charterec

with authorized capital stock oJ

$20,000. Subscribers are Abraham
Lipton and Murry W. Katz, 11 W
42nd St., and Hilda Scheffer, 203 W
64th St., New York.

"Mill on Floss" Set Up-State

World Pictures has booked "Mil
on the Floss" into Warner, RKO
Fabian and Netco theaters in up-

state New York.

Battiston Hurt in Crash
Pittsburgh — Andrew Battiston

who operates the Manor Theater I
Manor, is in the Magee Hospital suf

fering from a brain concussion as

the result of an accident when £ ;

motorcycle collided with his auto. '

Mrs. Frieda Fineberg 111

Ptitsburgh—Mrs. Frieda Fineberg
wife of Sam Fineberg, part operatoi

of the Republic franchise here, ii

confined to her home as the resull

of an illness.

For Sick B* ©.?
Milwaukee, Wis.—Latest giveaway is

a family medical library consisting of

21 volumes, which is being offered by

various Wisconsin theaters including the

Gateway in Kenosha and the Strand in

Oshkosh.
:
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tempi Films From

K. Exchange Order

(.Continued from Page 1)

hns of the original exchange
ijeement.

Controversy arose when the Eng-

»
Government suggested that all

P»r currency from the exhibition

P*ritish-made pictures, or sale or

-.i.ibition of story rights or plays,

returnable to the U. K. in direct

iance with terms of the original

j-ng.

itish Sales Tax Proposal

Us Under Labor Attack
.ondon (By Cable)—Labor party

position apparently has killed the

irchill government's plan for a

ional sales or purchase levy, to be

ed on virtually every article but

d.

wo alternatives are being brought
ward. One provides for com-
sory deductions from wages in

guise of national savings. The
r contemplates a luxury levy

t would fall heaviest on the up-
classes.

T

!,

(Continued from Page 1)

J more in court and postponement
probable to prevent clogging of

court calendar.

1

1

•stponement Expected
Mid-West Suit

w Publicity Partnership

«st Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
lollywood—Milton Harris, form-

y of Cleveland, and Howard Gould,

; merly of Denver, have formed
rris and Gould. Publicity Asso-
es, with headquarters in the Taft
lding, Hollywood Blvd., to handle
i publicity.

423.30 for Charity

irhe party given by C. C. Mos-
vitz at Loew's Canal Theater in

.nection with the world premiere
Eddie Cantor's "Forty Little

ithers" raised $1,23.30 for charity.

;l for Commercial Biz

"hicago—The Chicago Operators
ion has made a special rate for

mm. commercial film shows of

50 for a showing of not more
n two hours, in order to stipu-

a the use of union operators for

s type of wrk.

ired Wife" for 1940-41

Jniversal has taken "Hired Wife"
the current release schedule, re-

.cing it with "When the Daltons
de" which will go out July 26.

D-Seater for Chi. Loop
Chicago — Thompson estate will

Id a 400-seater at Dearborn and
dison Sts., the Loop. House may
opt a newsreel policy.

Dallas \ it) lit Club Substitutes Band Shorts
for Floor Shows, Invites Patrons to Dance

Dallas
—"The Nite Spot" an upstairs nitery in the downtown district is substituting

movies for floor shows during the Summer. There will be three shows nightly of about
45 minutes each; programs composed of shorts will feature top flight orchestras, playing
music to which the customers may dance. Changes in the program will be made four
times weekly.

Settlement Snags

Said Ironed Out

(Continued from Page 1)

able proposal will be reached by
which the five majors now interested
in a decree can achieve a settle-

ment. However, it was learned
that an escape clause again was
among the subjects canvassed yes-
terday, and it is not likely any de-

cree will be accepted unless some
such clause is provided.
Further strengthening reports

that some agreement is imminent, it

was learned yesterday that the dif-

ferences over the block-booking
clause have been ironed out, and that

the varying opinions on runs and dis-

crimination were being thoroughly
revamped.

It was also reported yesterday
that several snags in the arbitration

machinery have been eliminated,

with arbitration boards not to
_
set

down any schedules on discrimina-

tion and runs, but only to function

in these two matters whe an actual

complaint is submitted.

Latest information also indicates

that the majors favoring the decree

will sell pictures in blocks of five,

if and when a settlement is effec-

tuated.

Szewczyk Buys Opposition

Boswell, Pa.—Charles Szewczyk,

who operates the Mary Lee Theater

here, has just purchased the opposi-

tion house, the Vernon Theater, from
V. F. Scott, head of the Scott Cir-

cuit.

To Build In Coudersport

Coudersport, Pa. — J. A. Angros,

who formerly operated theaters in

Leechburg and Slickville, has com-
pleted plans for the construction of

a 500-seat house in Coudersport. It

is to be completed by September.

Burned In Booth Blaze

Asburv Park, N. J.—Fire destroyed

about 1,200 feet of film at the Lyric

and Grover Vaughn, an operator,

was burned on the hands.

"Mile. Ma Mere" Nixed In Ohio

Columbus — Ohio Censor Board
turned down in toto "Mademoiselle

Ma Mere" scheduled to open at the

Penn Square Theater.

Two Auto Theaters Opening

Uniontown, O.—The Bluebird Auto
Theater, this city, has opened. Star-

light Auto Theater located near

Akron's airport and erected by
Messrs. Blake and Snook is sched-

uled to open in about 10 days.

Circuits to Study

Propaganda Pleas

(Continued from Page 1)

Germany immediately. The other,
the Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom, advocates
a contrary theory.
Both groups believe their reels

should be shown in theaters. A
committee representing the five ma-
jor circuits will meet this week to

study both propositions.

2 Airplanes to Fly Party
To "Syracuse" Premiere

(Continued from Page 1)

first porduction for Universal, "The
Boys from Syracuse."
The air cavalcade will leave La-

Guardia Field at 11 a.m., arriving
at Syracuse shortly after noon. The
visitors will participate in a parade
from the Syracuse airport to the
city and will be the guests at a ban-
quet to be tendered by Mayor Ro-
land Marvin. The party will return
by plane on Friday.
The Hollywood delegation is head-

ed by Joe Penner and Eric Blore
(both of whom are in the picture),

Constance Moore, Peggy Moran and
Franciska Gaal. Broadway will be

represented by Richard Rodgers,
Lorenz Hart, Graham McNamee,
Bud Abbott, Lou Costello and many
others. Among the Universal Pic-

tures' executives making the trip

are: J. Cheever Cowdin, Matty Fox,

J. H. Seidelman, William Scully,

Frank McCarthy, Peyton Gibson,

Charles D. Prutzman, S. Machno-
vitch, Jules Lapidus, Louis Pollock

and Jules Levey, president of May-
fair Productions. Newspapermen go-

ing along include: Frank Farrell,

G. E. Blackford, Patricia Krell, Sam
Shain, Maurice Kann, Irving Hoff-

man, Chester Bahn, James Cunning-
ham, Lionel Toll, K. W. Herman
and Moe Wax. Others to be in the

party are: Ed Sherman, John O'Con-

nor, I. Rappaport, Fred Meyers,

Leon Goldberg, Malcolm Kinsberg,

Ruth Morrow and Edwin C. Stein.

Graham McNamee will serve as

master of ceremonies for the Coast-

to-Coast radio broadcast of the pre-

miere.

Deals for "Shark Woman"
World Pictures has set "Shark Wo-

man" with Warners in Philly and
Comerford in Scranton.

First Hughes Pbc Chosen
First pix which Howard Hughes

will produce for 20th-Fox distribu-

tion will be "The Great American
Family," Leo McCarey directing.

"REVIEWS"
"West Of Abilene"

with Charles Starrett, Marjorie Cooley,

Don Beddoe
Columbia 58 Mins,

LIVELY WESTERN HAS PLENTY OF AC-
TION FOR THE EDIFICATION OF THE
SIX-GUN FANS.

Containing plenty of action, a few good
musical interludes and attractive outdoor
backgrounds, this new Charles Starrett re-

lease should please the Starrett and action

fans. There is a full complement of shoot-

ing, riding, villainy and hand-to-hand maul-
ing. The pace is fast and the cast is more
than adequate in handling assignments.

Starrett has a new leading lady in the per-

son of Marjorie Cooley, who is attractive

and able. William Pawley and Don Beddoe
are head villains of the piece.

Starrett and his brother, Bruce Bennett,

and George Cleveland and his daughter,

Miss Cooley, are among the settlers around
a new town that are up in arms over a

plot by Beddoe to jack up the cost of the

land grants because of his control over the

available water. Beddoe hires a gun-

slinger to back his play, and murder, theft

and rough action follow quickly.

Bennett is accused of murder, but Star-

rett and his friends finally get the situa-

tion in hand after a good wind up free-

for-all gun fight with the U. S. Cavalry

thrown in for good measure on the side

of the settlers.

CAST: Charles Starrett, Bruce Bennett,

Marjorie Cooley, William Pawley, Don Bed-

doe, George Cleveland, Forrest Taylor, W.
A. Kellogg, Bob Nolan, Francis Walker,
Eddie Laughton, Vestor Pegg, Bud Osborne,

The Sons of the Pioneers.

CREDITS: Produced by Columbia; Direc-

tor, Ralph Ceder; Original Screenplay, Paul

Franklin; Cameraman, George Meehan; Ed-

itor, Charles Nelson.

DIRECTION, Fast. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

DuMont Reinstates Rental
Plan as Production Rises

As a result of increased produc-
tion of television sets, Allen B. Du-
Mont Laboratories, Inc., yesterday
re-instated its rental plan. New
lease provides these terms:
Four-month term at $50 for the

first month, and $35 monthly there-
after, plus $3 monthly handling
charge.
The renting broker is to receive a

20 per cent commission on collec-

tions, and may purchase the lease

any time before expiration date.

Transfer of title to receiver is ef-

fected by billing the rental broker
(dealer) at the net price, less net
amount of all rentals.

Goldberg Names Skirball

Cincinnati — Lee Goldberg, PDC,
announces Ezra Skirball as the new
sales manager for the local branch.

Free Admish for Democrats
Chicago—Jones, Linick & Schae-

fer Circuit is extending Democratic
convention delegates free admission
to its Loop theaters.
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60 of Majors' 1940-41

Pix Ready; 41 Filming

(Continued from Page 1)

60 completed features equal 15 per
cent of planned programs.

If leading indie product is included
in the survey, the percentage drops
a little to 22. Of the 108 pictures
announced by Monogram and Repub-
lic, four have been completed and
five are shooting.

Both regular features and west-
erns were included in the survey,
studio results of which follow:
Columbia (60 features announced)

—eight completed, including the
Frank Lloyd-Jack Skirball produc-
tion, "The Howards of Virginia";
five shooting.

M-G-M (52 announced)—one com-
pleted; seven shooting.
Paramount (50 announced)—12

completed, including Harry Sher-
man's "Cherokee Strip"; six shoot-
ing.

RKO Radio (53 announced)—12
completed; four, including Towne
and Baker's "Little Men," shooting.
Twentieth-Fox (48 announced)

—six completed, five shooting. Com-
pany also has four British features
ready for 1940-41 release.

United Artists (22 announced)—
three, Korda's "The Thief of Bag-
dad," Wanger's "Foreign Correspon-
dent" and John Ford's "The Long
Voyage Home," completed; one, Hal
Roach's "Road Show" shooting.

Universal (59 announced)—10
completed; eight in production.
Warner Bros. (50 announced)

—

Six completed; five in production,
including the Capra-Riskin "Meet
John Doe"; "The Letter" and "Flow-
ing Gold" are scheduled to finish

this week.
Monogram (50 announced)—four,

"Devil's Rancho," "The Ape,"
"Queen of the Yukon," and "That
Gang of Mine," in production.

Republic (58 announced)—Four
completed; "Colorado" in produc-
tion.

Wis. Cities Chase Carnivals
Milwaukee — Public sentiment

against carnivals has crystalized in-

to action with the Menasha and
Kenosha city councils passing meas-
ures to regulate them.

"Frank James" Bow in K. C.

Kansas City, Mo.—Twentieth-Fox
will stage the world premiere of "The
Return of Frank James" here. Dar-
ryl F. Zanuck and others will come
on for the opening.

Sports Coliseum for Deutsch

Cleveland—Richard Deutsch, head
of the Dick Deutsch Printing Co.,

has broken ground at Cedar Ave. and
E. 107th St., for a sports coliseum.

Schine Parley In Rochester

Rochester—Managers of Rochester
and Buffalo Schine theaters will meet
for a regional conference here the
latter part of this menth.

Loew Movie Guide in J-A;
PM to List 200 Programs

(Continued from Page 1)

ager, and Bob Levitt, promotion
manager of the Journal-American
have stai-ted an extensive promo-
tional campaign plugging the new
departure. It includes reader space
on the movie pages, display space,
truck-board posters and a cash-prize
contest.

Idea that movie program listings
are important reader-interest copy
seems to have hit several met. pa-
pers suddenly. PM Monday will
start a page directory listing 200
theaters daily. Information in-

cludes the current show, starting
times of shows after dinner, and
the admission prices. There's no
charge to theaters, PM accepting no
ads.

Another daily, which has never de-
voted much space to the nabes is

contemplating a film theater direc-
tory to run one or more times week-
ly.

Independent Poster Co.
Organized in Chicago

Chicago—U. S. Independent Poster
Co. has been organized here by Ben
Marcus, I. E. Sarnoff and Frank
Fischer. It will open a plant here
to produce posters by a new screen
process, including silk and photogra-
phic. The company will later open
branches at Minneapolis and other
key cities throughout the country.

Bette Davis Coming East
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Bette Davis, having

completed her role in "The Letter"
leaves Sunday to spend three months
at her home in New Hampshire.

Melvyn Douglas Back to M-G-M
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Melvyn Douglas, hav-

ing completed his role in Columbia's
"Too Many Husbands," is returning
to the Metro studio where he will
be co-starred with Myrna Loy in
"Third Finger, Left Hand." Donald
Meek and Felix Bressart are other
cast members. Robert Z. Leonard
will direct.

Schines Shift Bookers
Cleveland—Harry Thompson has

been replaced as Schine booker in

this territory by Harold Graives,
former booker for the company out
of Buffalo.

RKO Closes Circuit Deals

Cleveland — George Lefko, RKO
branch manager, has closed two-year
product deals with the Skirball cir-

cuit, the Smith and Beidler circuit

and the Nat Charnas circuit of

Toledo.

Kaplan-Fadim Form Firm

Chicago—Leon A. Kaplan and Na-
than A. Fadim have organized the

Natley Enterprises Inc. to operate
theaters. First house is the Bell

theater at 3064 Armitage Ave.

Warners Want Garbo
For "Mr. Skeffington"

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, are re-

ported negotiating for the services

of Greta Garbo in the picturization

of "Mr. Skeffington." Miss Garbo
is understood to have a clause in

her contract allowing her to make
outside commitments if Metro does
not find suitable stories for her. It

is understood that Metro has shelved
"Madame Curie" in which Miss Gar-
bo was to star.

Robert Cummings for "Riviera"

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Following his role in

Deanna Durbin's "Spring Parade,"
Robert Cummings will be cast in Uni-
versale "Riviera" with Allan Jones.
Jerome Kern has written music for

this film version of Earl Derr Big
gers' "Love Insurance."

Two Companies Dissolved

Albany—Secretary of State's of-

fice has announced the dissolution
of the American Theater ,Corp.,

Schenectady, originally filed by
Henry J. Horstman of that city and
the Keneca Amusement Corp., filed

by Paramount Theaters Corp., 1501
Broadway, New York.

Colored Players Honored
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Ebony statuettes have

been awarded by the National Ass'n
for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple to Ben Carter and Hattie Mc-
Daniel, the former for his work in

"Maryland," and Miss McDonald for
her role in "Gone With the Wind."

Ken Murray's WGN p.a. Off
Chicago—Personal appearance of

Ken Murray at station WGN has
been cancelled. Sabu is expected
next week with Al Jolson to follow.

Mogull Bros. Acquire Pix
Mogull Bros., Inc., have acquired

world 16 mm. rights to "Zapatore,"
story of the Prodigal Son. Pix is

feature-length, with English and
Italian titles.

Frown On Curtain Ads
Neenah, Wis. — Among proposi-

tions frowned upon by the local
Chamber of Commerce as unprofit-
able advertising is copy appearing
on theater curtains.

Carley Opens Third House
Holland, Mich. — The Carley

Amusement Co., Butterfield The-
aters, Inc., affiliate, has opened a
third house, the Center. It seats
600.

Steel Co. Quits as Exhib.
Cincinnati—Joe Isaacs has taken

over The Benham, Benham, Ky., from
The Wisconsin Steel Corp. Isaacs
also operates a theater at Cumber-
land.

Jerry Murphy Under Knife
Richmond, Va. — Jerry Murphy,

20th-Fox salesman in this territory,
taken ill suddenly, was rushed to the
hospital for an emergency appendec-
tomy.

HCLLyWCCC
SPEAKING—
= By RALPH WILE — •

—HOLLYWl
COL LESSER has acquired "Strange
*^ tory," novel by Rose Franken an.r 1

liam Brown Maloney, and has schedft
as his next production for UA release.

Marrha Scott, whom Lesser lifted to <

dom in his production of "Our Town,"
be starred and the authors of the ri

have been engaged to do the screenpla

which a new title will be given.

/"^URRENT industry interest in the ma
^^ of surveys reminds that the ide;

going to the public for info, to guide pro-

tion is not wholly new. As long age

1931, 1932 and 1933, Tamar Lane n
pioneer production surveys at the behes
such execs, as Joseph I. Schnitzer and D
O. Selznick and still earlier, Lane did

!

cial survey work for Uncle Carl Laem
Lane's assignments took him across

continent several times and were proc

five of lengthy confidential reports on f

lie reactions.

JOHN GARFIELD plans to do five

*^ tures for Warner Bros, before gi

back to New York for another stage appi

ance. Actor expects to do "Nijinsky"

Oscar Serlin, Clifford Odets doing
dramatization.

• •
"TWENTIETH CENTURY-FOX is prepa »

' a vehicle for Charlotte Greenwood wl

will be based partly on her life. Rol

Hopkins is preparing the scenario in collal

ation with Fred Kolmar, who will prod

THE League of American Mothers has

' vised Joan Blondell that she has bj

selected by a vote of their members as

"most glamorous mother in Hollywoi

Miss Blondell, is Mrs. Dick Powell away f

the screen and the mother of two child

• •
\A/'TH preliminary preparations ci

pleted, Clarence Brown has stai

casting for his next directorial assignrr

at Metro, "Come Live With Me."
Brown film, which will co-star H
Lamarr and James Stewart, is a light c

edy, and will go into production some t

this month.

A BEM KANDEL is writing "Years of!

** Locust," a story of New York life in

past few years, carrying on as a sequel

his novel, "City for Conquest," which Jail

Cagney and Ann Sheridan are now comp t

ing for Warners. Kandel's new volume
carry the same characters on from 1927

1940. Warners are reported to be interest

in its film possibilities.

• •
THE large cast, with its 158 charai

|
' parts, engaged by Columbia for "J I

zona," which Producer-Director We: I

Ruggles is shooting, is now complete'' V'

liam G. Lomax and Walter Baldwin are

last two players to be signed.

• •
\A/ARNERS and Pat O'Brien have sig

* ^ a new contract which calls for th

features annually, with provision for

to make outside pictures.

%
\
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Jp 1st-Run Rentals, Drop Subsequent*--BTOA
:hib. Unit Holds Former
in Stand Advance;
nrry Brandt Again Prexy

3 ncreased rentals for first-run

"fises and a cut in film prices for

»sequent-runs were advocated yes-

day at an ITOA meeting at which
rry Brandt was re-elected presi-

it. Officers and directors who
ive nominated at a previous meet-

also were re-elected.

t was pointed out that if the
tributors wrere losing money in

foreign field, they should not try

make up the loss by demanding
•her rentals from the subsequent-
l exhibitors, but should get in-

l )i (Continued on Page 8)
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ee Nazi Features

it U. S. Balkan Biz

\thens (By Cable)—Latest threat
the Balkans to American film dis-

outors is a wholesale distribution

German newsreels and feature
tures either at a very low price,

furnished free to exhibitors.

UFA and Tobis distribute the bulk
the German product shown in

s territory. Restrictions in ma-
ity of the countries in this ter-

(Continued on Page 3)

oyts-Greater Union Deal
nalized at Sydney Meet

•a i

I
IMeeting was held yesterday in

dney, Australia, to finalize the
i 3>yts-Greater Union amalgamation,
H I was learned yesterday. Accord-
E to 20th-Fox executives inter-

ted in the matter, there was no
ason to anticipate any hitch in the
;ning, with advices expected today.
As previously disclosed in The

(Continued on Page 8)

ll Drive-in Disturbs
Slumbers, He Sues

Columbus, O.—Suit to enjoin the
operation ot a local drive-in theater was
filed yesterday in Common Pleas Court,
the plaintiff charging that the noise

interferes with his sleep. Defendants
are owners Harold Beck and Frank Yas-
senoff who opened the theater June 25.

NEW TELEVISION CHANNEL FOR NBC
Programs to be Suspended for Re-adjustments; to Increase

Lines from 441 to 507

Announcement yesterday by the
FCC alloting NBC a new channel
with which to further transmit, on
an experimental basis, television

programs, will force the network to

suspend operations for several weeks
while the necessary re-adjustments
are made it was learned. The sus-
pension will take place around Aug.
1.

It was also learned that the net-
work, when the telecasts are resumed
in mid-August, will step up the lines

from 441 to 507. With the new
screen, a much clearer picture is ex-
pected.
Experiments in the television lab-

oratories will continue unabated it

was stated by network officials, with
the experiments based on the recent

FCC report re telecasts.

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington— Besides confirming

its previous tentative approval of

(Continued on Page 8)

Australian Theater

Business Said Good

Leaving yesterday for the Coast
to start his return voyage to Aus-
tralia after a six months' stay here
on business, Gordon Ellis, general
manager of Associated Distributors,

subsidiary of GUT, said that the
latest reports from Australia in-

(Continued on Page 8)

NBC to Extend Newsreel
Coverage for Television

NBC officials are reported to be
highly satisfied with the newsreel
coverage of the Democratic National
Convention, as handled through the

Pathe-RKO-NBC pact set late last

week. Films, as a whole, are good,

(Continued on Page 3)

RKO Product Deals

Cover Five Circuits

RKO product deals with five cir-

cuits in the New York area and in-

volving 157 theaters were announc-
ed yesterday by Ned Depinet, vice-

president of distribution. Contracts
were closed with Skouras Metro-
politan theaters, Randforce Amuse-
ment Corp., Interboro Circuit, Island

Theaters Circuit and Loew Metro-
politan.

AGVA-Circuits Contract
To Cover Only Met. Area

Negotiations between AGVA and
circuit heads for a contract covering
union members working in circuit

houses applies only to the Metro-
(Continued on Page 8)

Censorship Interference Less
Only Six Films in Trouble During the Year

Pathe News Establishing

Buenos Aires Headquarters

Because the Latin-American coun-
tries are becoming increasingly im-
portant, Pathe News is expanding
its South American coverage and is

setting up headquarters in Buenos
(Continued on Page 3)

Sharp drop in official interference
with films, plays, radio and books
during the past year is reported by
the American Civil Liberties Union
in its annual survey, released today.

"Since most of the censorship is

based on so-called moral grounds,
it indicates an increasing tolerance
of themes which a few years ago

(Continued on Page 3)

Majors Will Release 95%
Of Minimum, 94% of Maxi-
mum Announced Programs

Major distributors will release 95
per cent of minimum, or 94 per
cent of maximum announced pro-
grams in 1939-40, it is revealed in

a survey by The Film Daily. The
checkup indicates that 385 features
will be distributed by season's end,

against announced totals of 402 to

413.
Pictures released to the end of this

week will total 329 and 56 more are
scheduled by the end of the season.

Composite schedules shrank 23 from
minimum announcements and 28

from maximum.
The survey shows that 20th Cen-

(Continued on Page 8)

"Boom Town" Test

Runs in Prospect

While M-G-M has not determined
an exhibition policy for "Boom
Town," it is planned to give the pic-

ture a few test engagements next
month. Results of these test runs
will be made available to exhibitors

so that they can decide their own
policies in presenting the picture.

It is reported that M-G-M may
ask exhibitors to raise their admis-

(Continued on Page 3)

Philly Parley Tomorrow
On Musicians Controversy

Philadelphia— Meeting has been

set for one o'clock tomorrow after-

noon in the Warner office here be-

tween Warner execs, and local mu-
sician union chieftains to discuss

(Continued on Page 8)

Philly Ashs Exhibs.
Buy Traffic Signs

Philadelphia—Because the City Coun-
cfal while authorizing "No Parking-The-
ater Zone" signs forgot to appropriate
funds to provide them, local theater
owners are being requested by the
Traffic Engineers' Office to group to-

gether in a pro rata payment plan.

Maximum cost to the theater owner
would be from $4 to $5, it is stated.
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7i/

8 7 IVs + Vs
Col. Picts. vtc. (2}/,%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 65/g 6% 65/8 — l/

g

East. Kodak 119% 1 1 9

V

2 119% — Vi
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 24 23% 233/4 — i/4
do pfd
Paramount 5 5 5

Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. .

73/4
3

73/4 — Va
3

80
2%

80
21/4

80
2 'A

+ 5

Pathe Film

RKO New . .

20th Century-Fox
20th Century-Fox pfd

Univ. Pier, pfd
Warner Bros

do pfd
NEW YORK BOND MARKET

Keith B. F. ref. 6s46 .IOOV4 100 1/4 IOOV4
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46. 103/2 1 03 Vs 103/8 — %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 .-

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 10 93,4 9% — 1/4

Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc. 3% 33/4 33/4 + '/2

Universal Picts 63/4 634 63/4 + %
N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES

Bid Asked
Pathe Film 7 pfd
Met. Playhouse. Inc. 2nd deb. '45.. 63 Vi 65 Vi

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 57 60

George Wiley Dies Up-state

Buffalo — Funeral services for

George Wiley, 72, industry vet., who
died in a local hospital after a stroke

and one week's illness, was held last

night. Burial will be in Reno, Nev.
His widow survives.

Helen Gahagan Douglas Elected

Chicago—Helen Gahagan Douglas
was elected national committeewo-
man for California.

Frank Gillmore Staying,
But Duties Are Lightened

Following a meeting yesterday of
the international board of the 4A's,
Frank Gillmore, president, made the
following announcement: "At a
meeting of the international board a
suggestion in the press that Mr.
Frank Gillmore was resigning as
president of the AAAA was unani-
mously rejected. All branches of the
4A's and the membership of the in-
ternational board concurred in the
action, but at Gillmore's request, his
duties were lightened and his method
of compensation changed to his en-
tire satisfaction."

At the same time it was learned
that a special meeting of the coun-
cil of Actors' Equity has been called
this afternoon to consider the re-
port of Bernard J. Reis on the ad-
visability of placing all actors' unions
under the head of one large union.

Ross Federal Managers
Open Convention Today

Ross Federal managers' conven-
tion opens today at the home office

here and will run for a week, with
program devoted to discussion of

Fall business and policy matters.
Prexy Harry A. Ross will preside.

Here for the meetings are Walter
Brown, Midwest; Jack Kraker, East-
ern; Walter Anderson, Southern;
Ruel Williams, Western, and Harold
Lund, Central district chiefs.

Pathe News Uses Crew
Of 30 for Fight Films

RKO Pathe News used a crew of

30 for the camera work on the Arm-
strong-Jenkins fight last night at

the Polo Grounds. Prints go into

metropolitan district theaters via

RKO this morning, with national

distribution by tomorrow. Bert
Cunningham supervised last night's

production activities along with Joe
Walsh, sports editor of Pathe News.

S. A. Preem for "Argentine Way"?
Plans are being discussed by 20th-

Fox to hold a South American pre-

miere for their forthcoming produc-

tion, "Down Argentine Way," it was
learned yesterday. Picture might
be premiered in Buenos Aires or Rio,

or simultaneously in both South
American cities.

Longer Runs for Films
In B & K Loop Theaters

Chicago—B & K currently is giv-

ing longer runs to films in Loop the-

aters. Circuit is holding "Brother
Orchid" for another week at the

Roosevelt Theater, and "New Moon"
at the United Artists Theater. "The
Mortal Storm" goes into the Apollo
Theater for a third Loop week. B & K
returned "Strange Cargo" for a sec-

ond showing at the State Lake The-
ater, after an extended run at the
United Artists. "My Favorite Wife"
is having a second-run at the Apollo
Theater.

Mono. Would Foreclose
On 107 Prints of GN Pix

Federal Judge John W. Clancy
vesterday ordered a hearing before
Referee Peter B. Olney, Jr., on a
petition of Monogram Pictures Corp.,

of Illinois, to foreclose on 107 prints

of Grand National Pictures, Inc., now
stored in the Monogram Illinois

plant. The petition states that GN
owes $2,263 to Monogram for' stor-

age since Nov. 15, 1936, at $50
monthly.

Grinieff Buys Rights
To "We, the People"

Jacques Grinieff, French director,
is reported to have purchased the
motion picture rights to "We, the
People," well known radio program.
Major distribution deals are pend-
ing.

"Turnabout" Into Roxy
Hal Roach's "Turnabout" will have

its New York premiere at the Roxy
beginning July 26. A number of
national tie-ups, including those with
Dole pineapples, Turnabout hosiery,
book publishers and others, have
been completed by Grace Rosenfeld,
Roach's publicity director.

comma and Gome

WALTER WANCER, PEGGY MORAN and CC
NIE MOORE arrived on the TWA Stratc

yesterday.

BETTE DAVIS leaves Hollywood Sunday
spend three months at her home in New Han
shire.

CLAUDE LEE leaves Chicago today for Ja,

sonville.

CHARLES C. PETTIJOHN is in Chicago^

AL RAYMER, booking manager for fr
diana- Illinois Theater circuit, has returned
Chicago from a vacation trip.

MORRIS HORKE, manager of B & K Term,
Theater, Chicago, is on a motor trip throi

Wisconsin.

CHARLES CHICK, of M-G-M's product
staff, is due here from the Coast Monday.

JOAN CRAWFORD is at the Ritz Towers

JACK BERKSON, sales head of Mohawk Fill

has returned from a Mid-Western four.

CHARLES FINDLEY, Pathe News staff n

of Paris, is here from Europe.

WILLIAM KELLY, local cameraman, has joii

Paramount's troupe in Virginia.

H. M. RICKEY, EDDIE GOLDEN and CHI
LEWIS will attend the Southeastern exhibit

meeting in Jacksonville next week.

GORDON ELLIS, general manager of As
ciated Distributors, left New York yestert

en route to Sydney. He sails next week fr

the Coast on the Mariposa.

AL CORWIN, assistant to L. F. Whelan,
|j

eign publicity director for 20th-Fox, leaves S.

urday for a two-week stay in Nassau.

JOE PENNER and his wife are guests

the Sherry Netherland.

GRADWELL L. SEARS returned to his di

at the Warner home office yesterday from
trip to the company's Burbank studio to con

with production execs, on the new progra

JACK BENNY returned to Hollywood yest,

day from a Hawaiian vacation and today sta

work in Para.'s "Love Thy Neighbor."

N. J. Allied Selects A. C.
President Hotel for Meet

Annual convention of New Jersi

Allied has been set for Sept. 25-!

at the President Hotel, Atlantic Cit

New York Theater Goes Dual
Newsreel program of the New

York Theater has been changed to

a double feature policy. Reason for

changeover was said to be a b.o.

drop due to war shots, which were
severely criticized by patrons. Check
of other newsreel houses also showed
a slight drop in business, but this

was accredited to a seasonal letdown
rather than newsreel content.

Para. Signs de Sylva as Producer
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood—Paramount has signed

B. G. de Sylva to a long-term con-

tract as a producer. Agreement be-

comes effective in November.

/<-.

Don't be a wallflower! Learn

how to attract men! See

PRIDE AND

PREJUDICE
(M-G-M hit starring GREER GARSON & LAURENCE OLIVIER)

Coming Soon!
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om Censorship

(Continued from Page 1)

jsed hostility and official inter-

lace," the ACLU concludes.

B the six motion pictures which
afoul of the censors most diffi-

y was encountered with an anti-

:i film originally titled, "Hitler,

^.Beast of Berlin." The picture
ensor trouble in Virginia, New

'!:, Chicago, Providence, and
•yland. Other banned pictures
ing the year were the French

j
, "Harvest." M-G-M's "Strange
,go," and RKO's "Primrose Path."
Chicago, police barred the mater-
welfare film, "The Fight For

In New York the ban on

Sth of a Baby" was upheld and
enver a theater owner was con-
ed for showing the "Birth of a
cion."

ooks which encountered censor-
') included "The Grapes of Wrath"

"Of Mice and Men"; plays which
with difficulties included "The

men." The film versions of all

if escaped censorial attacks.

the News Establishing

enos Aires Headquarters

(Continued from Page 1)

'es. A camera crew was sent to

Argentinian capital last week.
t is planned to establish camera-
Ja correspondents in Lima, Peru;
itiago, Chile, and Rio de Janeiro,
tzil.

''"harles Findley, Pathe News staff

n who has been headquartering
Paris, was due to arrive on the
•nhattan last night.

oom Town" Test

ins Proposed by M-G-M

1

(Continued from Page 1)

n prices slightly for "Boom Town."
is understood, however, that the
ture will not be road-showed on
lational basis. Picture is said to

one of the most important on the
npany's lineup.

ugitive" Into Rialto
Jniversal's "The Fugitive" opens
the Rialto, Broadway, on Mon-

f. Picture co-stars Diana Wyn-
•:d and Ralph Richardson.

From
THE FILM
DAILY to

Richard Dix
Cene Lock hart
Lupe Velez

Arthur A. Lee
Paul Perez

Charles A. Stimson
Lou MeneSik

WITH PHIL M. DALYi
T T T

—Syracuse, N. Y.

• • • THIS Saline City from which came J. Robert Rubin,

the Brothers Shubert, Marcus Heiman, Harry Joe Brown, J. Henry Walters,

and many another to make their mark in film and show biz

today reverts to type with the gala world premiere here

of Jules Levey's first Mayflower production for Universal release

"The Boys from Syracuse" For in the golden era of the legit.

theater Syracuse was a lamed "dog town" and many a play

later to score on Broadway was unveiled at the old Wieting

Opera House the Bastable and the Empire before friend-

ly if critical Syracuse audiences

T T
• • • "THE Boys from Syracuse," however, is the first

major screen attraction to be given a world premiere

with Hollywood and New York expeditionary trimmings

and Syracuse is duly appreciative Witness the full day's pro-

gram which has the blessing of Mayor Rolland B. Marvin

who if he wasn't devoted to politics and government would
make an ace showman himself The two plane loads of Uni-

versal execs players and tunesmiths theatermen and

newspaper people arriving this noon will find welcome
and more on the municipal door mat

T T T
• • • THANKS to Gus W. Lampe. Schine city manager and

his managerial staff Harry Unterfort of Keith's Gene Curtis of

the Paramount Max Rubin of the Eckel the Keith-Schine pooled

houses chosen for the premiere and Harvey Cocks of the Schine

Palace the city has gone Grecian in a big way Not only are

theater employes in togs but store employes as well And for

a further ancient touch chariots are dashing through the streets

while the city is decorated as it hasn't been since the Ka-

Noo-No Karnival saved the State Fair for Syracuse

T T T
• O • THIS afternoon, there's to be a parade with local

industry and Greek organizations participating Tonight,

Mayor Marvin will dine the visitors in the Hotel Syra-

cuse's Walnut Grill after the p.a.'s at the three houses

all of which have sell-outs for the first show It's a record

advance sale hereabouts And speaking of records here's

another Lampe has special displays in 25 store windows
downtown including some who never before have gone for

that sort of thing

T T T
• • • THE evening Herald-Journal and radio stations

have gone to unprecedented lengths in boosting the premiere

The newspaper over which Frank W. Clark so astutely pre-

sides as managing editor has carried special stories and

art for the last three weeks The air has been filled with

spot announcements and WSYR. WFBL and WOLF all will

cover tonight's openings with WSYR also broadcasting the dinner.

T T T
• •«/'/' might be mentioned, incidentally that local

interest in "The Boys from Syracuse" is more than titular

Producer Jules Levey himself ... .hails from an old Syra-

cuse family Allan Jones of the cast was once a music

student ... .in Crouse College, Syracuse University and for

a further touch it was Director Eddie Sutherland, no less

who directed "The Sap from Syracuse"

Free Nazi Features

Hit U. S. Balkan Biz

(Continued from Page 1)

ritory prevent war news from be-
ing used in the newsreels, but the
German reels stress how peaceful
life is in Germany and how well
provided the people are in an ob-
vious attempt to sway public opin-
ion.

NBC to Extend Newsreel
Coverage for Television

(Continued from Page 1)

and sound is being dubbed in at the
New York headquarters of NBC
daily.

Because of the success of the cov-
erage via the newsreel, it is under-
stood that future events, out of the
immediate scope of television, will
be covered in a similar manner.

Dies Com. Hears 42 Film
Figures Red Supporters

Beaumont, Tex.—The accusation
of "Communist" and "Communist
sympathizer" was hurled in absentia
here yesterday at 42 Hollywood fig-

ures at a closed session of the Dies
Committee, according to a commit-
tee spokesman. The roster embraced
not only players but writers, direc-

tors and producers, it was said, with
60 per cent charged with party mem-
bership.

The Dies Committee yesterday
heard John L. Leech of Portland,
Ore., detail what he described as
Communist operations in Hollywood,
with his testimony covering at least

a four-year period. Contributions
from the screen group to the party
were placed at a minimum of $1,200
monthly, with campaign gifts and
special assessments extra.

Communism was depicted in Hol-
lywood as a bulwark against Nazism,
Leech declared.

Pal's First "Puppettoon'
To Have U. S. Locale

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—First of a series of

six Technicolor "Puppettoons" that
George Pal will make for release by
Paramount will have an American
western locale and will be scripted
by Victor McLeod. Pal works with
wooden characters instead of draw-
ings.

"Syracuse" Twice in Ballo.

"The Boys from Syracuse," which
has its world premiere in three Syra-
cust houses tonight, opens at both
the Hip and Keith, Baltimore, Aug.
9. Pix starts at the New York
Paramount July 31.

MPFE Guild Meets July 26
First general meeting of the Mo-

tion Picture Film Editors' Guild
since elections will be held at the
Capitol Hotel, July 26. John Michon
was recently elected president of

the new group.
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SINGING IN
THE SHOWER!
LISTEN to that guy yodel!

SURE he's an M-G-M exhibitor!

HE'S got hair on his chest!

MAYBE he doesn't sing so pretty, but he sings

LOUD!
NEW Moon" is one reason—

ANDY Hardy Meets Deb" is another reason!

THE customers are delighted to see

JEANETTE MacDonald and Nelson Eddy together again!

AND the combination of

MICKEY Rooney and Judy Garland is sure-fire!

HOLD-OVER business— so watch your bookings please!

KEEP on singing Mr. M-G-M Exhibitor—
YOU'RE doing your share to bring

COMFORT and relaxation to the public!

IT helps keep America sane and sensible.

M-G-M is singing too!

PRIDE and Prejudice" is another sweetheart

GREER Garson, Laurence Olivier are great in it.

BOOM Town" exceeds the rosiest hopes. It's terrific!

GABLE, Tracy, Colbert, Lamarr—what a cast!

ALL summer long weVe got

GREAT entertainments for your eager public.

AND what a Fall line-up!

ISN'T it just plain common sense

TO get set with M-G-M for 1940-41 and enjoy

THAT happy feeling!

:

II

II



1W ^ILDWARD HO in the most fantastic tale of lawless-

\/\t ness ever recorded of blood-streaked days when
terrorism spanned the prairies . . . when mounted

buccaneers signed bank checks with lead bullets . . . and

laughed, loved and plundered to make burning pages in

the history of the West. . . .
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iWDOLPHiSCOTj
KAY FRANCIS
BRIAN DONLEVY
GEORGE BANCROFT
BRODERICK CRAWFORD
STUART ERWIN
ANDY DEVINE
FRANK ALBERTSON
MARY GORDON
Original Screenplay by Harold Shumate
Based on "When the Daltons Rode" by
Emmett Dalton and Jack Jungmeyer, Sr.

Directed by GEORGE MARSHALL
who made "DESTRY RIDES AGAIN"!

HlONAL RELEASE JULY 26th
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Exhibs. Getting 385

Of 413 Pix Promised

{Continued from Page 1)

tury-Fox will be the first company
to complete its schedule with the
release of "Maryland" this week.
M-G-M has already released 44, its

minimum announcement and will fol-
low with six more in following
weeks. Universal will deliver all

pictures planned except two Harry
Edington productions, while Colum-
bia and Warner Bros, will deliver
complete schedules.

Leading franchise distributors an-
nounced 100 features and westerns
for 1939-40. Monogram has released
40 of 46 announced, and will deliver
the remaining six. Republic has re-
leased 39 of 54 announced; four to
six more will be released, with nine
to 11 dropped from the schedule.
Monogram also announced and re-
leased eight western reissues.
A chart of major company fea-

tures announced, released to July
20, to come, and dropped from sched-
ules, follows:

Released Dropped
to From

Announced July 20 To Come Schedule
Col 56 41 15
M-G-M . 44-52 44 6 0-2
Para. . . . 55-58 46 5 4-7
RKO ... 58 40 10 8
20th-Fox 52 52
UA .... 32 15 8 9
Universal. 57 49 6 2*

Warners .48 42 6

Australian Pix Theater
Business Reported Good

{Continued from Page 1)

dicated theater business there was
surprisingly good, considering world
conditions.

However, he said that there was
little hope for improvement of the
monetary situation at this time. He
said that if there is any further
spread of the area of war, distribu-
tors "down under" would face a
serious problem in obtaining prints,
as even now the majority of Eng-
lish prints shipped there are routed
through the U. S.

Ellis expressed the opinion that
shipment of fewer prints into Aus-
tralia would create a greater de-
mand for prints on hand, which, in

turn, might decrease distributors' op-
erating costs to some extent.

DAILY

Thursday, July 18, V

402-413 329 56 23-28

" Three Edington productions were announced
but only one delivered before Harry Edington
moved over to his RKO post.

Hoyts-Greater Union Deal
Finalized at Sydney Meet

(Continued from Page 1)

Film Daily, Maurice Sloman will be
the general manager of General
Theaters Corp., operating company
for the amalgamated setup, while
Charles Munroe, Hoyt executive,
will remain with Hoyts. Profits from
GTC will be split between Hoyts and
GUT on a ratio basis which will give
Hoyts the largest share, due to its

much larger theater holdings.
Deal, which is a straight pooling

arrangement for a 20-year period,
is expected to effect a number of
operating economies for both com-
panies.

Tostal
Tehgvapb
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED IM

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE BILL.

Philly Parley Tomorrow
On Musicians Controversy

(Continued from Page 1)

the Philly situation. Meeting was
arranged by the New York office of
the AFM upon request of the local

union.
Whether or not the musicians are

ready to back down from their posi-
tion of last year which saw them
ousted from all the Warner houses
because of demands has not been
learned. But, with Warners prev-
iously taking the position that they
would employ an ork in the Stanley
with stage shows if no musicians
were forced on them in other houses
where they were not needed, it is

possible the musicians have a propo-
sition to offer to the Warner the-

ater men.
Ted Schlanger, Warner zone man-

ager, Frank Phelps, labor adviser
for all Warner theaters, and other
company execs, are expected to at-

tend the huddle.

Mills 5 Cent Projectors

To Distribs. in August

Chicago—Mills Novelty Co. auto-
matic projectors will be in the hands
of distributors early next month, ac-

cording to Fred Mills, prexy. just

returned from Hollywood. Trade
showing of the five-cent machines is

planned shortly.

Universal Castings
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Universal has cast

Stuart Erwin Edgar Kennedy and
Una Merkel in "Fireman Save My
Child"; Nell O'Day in "Man from
Cheyenne." Studio is dickering with
William Seiter to direct Deanna Dur-
bin's next film "Nice Girl."

Col. Buys Wm. Sloane Story

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Columbia has pur-

chased "The Edge of Running Wa-
ter," by William Sloane, a dramatic

story with locale along the Kenne-
bec River in Maine. A prominent
star is now under consideration for

the leading role.

Three Feature Pix
for Tele Next Week

NBC's tele program for next week
calls for three feature films. "Below
the Deadline" goes on at 9 p.m. Tues-
day and "Atlantic Crossing" at the same
hour Thursday, while "Typhoon Treas-
ure" is spotted for 3:30 p.m. Friday.

New Television Channel
For National Broadcasting

(Continued from Page 1)

construction of the San Francisco
television station, the FCC yester-

day authorized NBC station W2XBS
at New York and Don Lee's station

W6XAO at Los Angeles to use the
new television channel No. 1. This
is in conformity with the Commis-
sion's announcement of June 18, en-

couraging the widespread distribu-

tion of experimental facilities to pro-
mote the advancement of television,

the Commission said.

Stations W2XBS and W6XAO
operated on the formal television

channel No. 1 which on May 22, was
removed from the television hand.
The Commission's approval of the

use of the new television channel
No. 1 was conditioned upon showing
of acceptable programs of research
and development.

Phonovision May Make
Projectors in Chicago

Chicago — Phonovision automatic
projectors may be manufactured
here for Western distribution, ac-
cording to Robin Harris, company's
publicity director, now conferring on
distribution here. It is expected
that the price of the new machine
will be about $500.

Hawks to Make "Outlaw'
For Hughes for 20th-Fox

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood— Howard Hughes has

signed Howard Hawks to direct "The
Outlaw," by Jules Furthman, which
he will produce for 20th-Fox release.

Pix for John Barrymore
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox is negotiating with John Barry-
more to star in "Falling Star," fol-

lowing completion of "The Great
Profile." Role was originally intended
for Warner Baxter and then for Don
Ameche. Maurice Rapf is doing the
scenario.

Cagney, Bogart for 'Fabulous 30V
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, has cast

James Cagney and Humphrey Bogart
for lead roles in "The Fabulous
Thirties" which Raoul Walsh will di-

rect. Milton Krims wrote the scena-

20-Fox-Del Ruth Deal Pends
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Roy Del Ruth, who

completed his 20th-Fox contract last
December, may return to direct "Say
it With Music," Alice Faye-Betty
Grable starrer.

Raise First-Run

Rentals Says ITOA

(Continued from Page 1)

creased prices from the first-r

which can afford it.

Keynote of the discussions
summed up in an editorial in
current issue of the Indepenj
ITOA publication. The editori

-1

fers to the recent Neely bill

ings at which Charles C. Pettiji

stated that 85 per cent of the dom
tic film revenue comes from
first-runs, which means, the art
asserts, that the thousands of
dependency owned subsequent-i
houses contribute only 15 per
of the distributing companies' r

nue.
"If these figures are correct," 1

editorial continues, "then we ad'

cate higher film rentals—for 1:

first-run houses! And a proportk
ate decrease in film rentals for 1

subsequent-run theaters."
Continuing, the editorial declai

that since so much of the revenue
forthcoming from the first-ru

evidently they are making a hu
profit and so can well afford to p
more for the wonderful privilege
showing pictures first and garneri
all the cream, leaving but skimm
milk for those that follow. The i

dependent theaters, it can be se
very clearly, are just about existi:

when all they can contribute is

per cent of the domestic revenue.
"It should be clear that the di

crepancy in the amount of mon
taken in between the first-runs ai

subsequent-runs makes it incumbe
to have a general readjustment
film rentals."

In addition to Brandt, officers elected wei
David Weinstock, first vice-president; Ste

'

ley Lawton, second vice-president; Leon Ros<
i

blatt, treasurer; Charles Goldreyer, sergea'

]

at-arms, and Frances Bregrnan, secreta:

Elected to the board were Leo Brecher, Lai

ence Bolognino, Bernard Brooks, Samuel B1

weiss, Julius Charnow, Jack Hattem, O'tjl

Lederer, Hyman Rachmil, Ray RhonheirniJ
Abraham Shenk, Rudy Sanders. Sam Stra

berg, Frank Moscato, J. Joshua Goldberg a

Irving Renner.

AGVA-Circuits Contract
To Cover Only Met. Area;

(Continued from Page 1)

politan area, according to theati

men who refuted reports yesterda
that the contract would embrace a

theater circuits in their entirety. .

was stated that no negotiatior >

would be opened with the union fc

a nation-wide pact, but agreemenl :

would have to be worked out fc

local situations.

20 More Give ATAHT
35 Extended Dates

With the addition of 20 holdover en-

gagements reported yesterday, Warners'
ATAHT has been held over for extended
playing time in 35 engagements to date.

The Bette Davis-Ch3rles Boyer co-starrer,

nationally released this week, enters its

third holdover week at the Radio City

Music Hall today.



I> \* |?UIj Jr I) I s T

j W 44 T H ST FILE COPYDO NOT Rpi\

imate in Character
ernational in Scope
ependent in Thought

/?rv

The Daily Newspaper
Of Motion Pictures
Twenty-Two Years Old

. 78, NO. 14 NEW YORK, FRIDAY, JULY 19, 1940 TEN CENTS

ICREE PROPOSALS UNDER EXECJJTUDY

/anger Urges Talent Percentage Salary Deals
uld Do Much to Revital-

ndustry and Reduce
Us, Producer Believes

By HOLLIS KENNAHAN
FILM DAILY Staff Writer
;tars, directors and writers were

J

in a percentage salary basis

hich their earnings would be

jtly r e-

dble up-
leir own
tive and
work,

ould do

to re-
' ze the
ndustry,

"osts and
fresh

'tiveness,

er Wan-
;aid yes-

y at a walter wancer
confer-
Wanger is here from the
(Continued on Page 8)

fend Clearance

Westway Appeal

.Itimore—Judges John J. Park-
'[orris A. Soper and Armistead

Iiobie of United States Circuit

: of Appeals yesterday heard
il proceeding in restraint of

complaint brought by the

(Continued on Page 2)

t

nous Players Canadian
:1 Closed by Republic

ronto— Republic has closed a

act for 1940-41 product with
(Continued on Page 8)

em. Conclave Hits

Chicago's Grosses
Chicago—Take it from local theater

orators, the Democratic national con-
ation here this week has been anything

It a boon to film biz. Convention
itors not only have failed to patronize
3 theaters, but the convention has kept
d many of the home folks away. Re-

f
t: a heavy drop in attendance and
akes."

.

Dime for Slot Machine Pix in Pittsburgh;
Projectionists' I 'nion Demands Jurisdiction

Pittsburgh—First of the 16 mm. coin-operated machines has been placed

in the Oakwood Grill in the suburban Homewood district. The machine has

eight film subjects of each approximately three minutes' running time, the slot

taking a dime for each exhibition.

Local 171, operators, claims jurisdiction over coin-operated movie machines

and will demand servicing of all 16 mm. projectors which may be installed

in the Pittsburgh district. The number of units to be serviced by one operator

will depend on the location of the machines.

Nick, Weston Trial

To Start Sept. 9

St. Louis—John P. Nick, former
IATSE vice-prexy, and Clyde A.
Weston, ex-business agent of Local
143, operators, must go to trial Sept.

9 under an indictment which charges
them with violation of the Federal
Anti-Racketeering Act and the Sher-
man Anti-Trust Act.

This was decided when Federal
Judge John Caskie Collet overruled
various defense motions attacking

(Continued on Page 6)

IA Closes H'wood Offices;

Locals Now Autonomous

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — With closing of the

Hollywood international offices of
IATSE as ordered by the special

committee sent here to adjust juris-

dictional disputes between studio
locals, the locals will be given full

and complete autonomy. Lew C. G.
(Continued on Page 8)

Monogram Weighing

Unit Producer Plan

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Plan is now being con-

sidered by Monogram whereby the
company will add additional unit pro-
ducers to its organization within
the next three months, similar to the
setup George W. Weeks now has for

his western series. Position of Scott

R. Dunlap, vice-president and pro-

duction chieftain, would remain un-
(Continued on Page 6)

Five "Boom Town" Dates
At 25-33 1-3% Higher Prices

First test engagements for Metro's
"Boom Town" yesterday were set

for New Orleans, Indianapolis, Har-
risburg, Reading and Atlantic City.

In the first four spots, the pix goes
into Loew houses. All five will tilt

matinee top 25 per cent, night top

about 33 1-3 per cent. Bookings
(Continued on Page 6)

Bar Remittances to France ?

Order May be Extended to Other Nations

Syracuse Goes Hollywood
As "The Boys" Premieres

Syracuse — Universal and Jules
Levey launched the world premiere
of "The Boys from Syracuse" here
last night amid all the atmosphere
of a Hollywood opening. Preceded
by a noontime parade from the air-

port, where two special planes de-

posited Joe Penner, Bud Abbott and
(Continued on Page 8)

Following in line with its policy

of partially blocking foreign bank
balances, property and investments
of warring nations in this country,
the U. S. Government has advised
all distributors of French pictures in

this country not to remit any moneys
to France, it was reported this week.

Significantly, this information fol-

lows an earlier statement by the
Government that in the event prop-
erties of American companies and

(Continued on Page 8)

Drafts Covering All Major
Subjects Submitted; Arnold
To Confer With His Aides

Settlement of the Government's
equity suit loomed as imminent yes-
terday when it became known that
drafts on all important subjects
which would form the basis of a
consent decree have been assembled
in rough form and submitted to in-

dustry execs, for study.
Paul Williams and James Hayes,

Special Assistants to the Attorney
General, leave for Washington this

afternoon to confer over the week-
end with Thurman W. Arnold, As-
sistant Attorney General, who has
already received copies of the drafts
for study it is understood.
No complete draft of all subjects

(Continued on Page 8)

Five (ocalis Houses

Figure in New Deal

Deal by which the five remaining
Cocalis houses in New York left in

the chain after RKO and Skouras ab-
sorbed the bulk of the circuit may be
sold outright to an independent chain
operator was said yesterday to be
in the process of negotiation. If

deal is effectuated it will see the Co-
(Continued on Page 8)

Lucky Strike Ruled Lottery

By Massachusetts Jurors

Pittsfield, Mass.—Finding that the
Beano-like game of Lucky Strike
operated for a number of months at

the Mohawk Theater, North Adams,
constituted a lottery, a jury in Su-
perior Court here returned a verdict

of guilty against Bernard Payne,
manager of the theater, on three

(Continued on Page 8)

"Streets of Paris'9

as Next Levey Pix?
Syracuse—Mayflower's second produc-

tion for Universal release may be "Streets

of Paris," it was reported here last

night as the Jules Levey producing com-
pany's first, "The Boys from Syracuse,"
bowed in.



Friday, July 19, 19'

Vol. 78, No. 14 Fri., July 19, 1940 10 Cents

JOHN W. ALICOATE : : : Publisher

DONALD M. MERSEREAU : General Manager

CHESTER B. BAHN :::::: Editor

Published daily except Saturdays, Sundays and
Holidays at 1501 Broadway, New York, N. Y.,

by Wid's Films and Film Folk, Inc. J. W.
Alicoate, President and Publisher; Donald M.
Mersereau, Secretary-Treasurer. Entered as
second class matter, Sept. 8, 19J8 at the
post-office at New York, N. Y., under the
act of March 3, 1879. Terms (Postage free)

United States outside of Greater New York
$10.00 one year; 6 months, $5.00; 3 months,
$3.00. Foreign, $15.00. Subscriber

_
should

remit with order. Address all communications
to THE FILM DAILY, 1501 Broadway,
New York, N. Y. Phone BRyaut 9-7117,
9-7118, 9-7119, 9-7120, 9-7121. Cable address:
Filmday, New York.

Representatives: HOLLYWOOD, Calif.—
Ralph Wilk, 6425 Hollywood Blvd., Phone
Granite 6607. LONDON—Ernest W. Fred-
man, The Film Renter, 127-133 Wardour St.,

W. I. PARIS—P. A. Harle, La Cinematog-
raphic Francaise, 29 Rue Marsoulan (12).

MEXICO CITY— Marco-Aurelio Galindo,
Av, Coyoacan No. 100B, Mexico, D. F.

BUENOS AIRES—Chas. de Cruz, Heraldo Del
Cinematografista, Corrientes 1309.

FINANCIAL
(Thursday, July 18)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET

High Low Close
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind % % %
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 6y2 6'/2 6'/2 -

East. Kodak 1195/8 119i/
2 U95/8 -

do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 9'/8 9'/s 9'/s

-

Loew's, lnc 23% 23% 23%
do pfd 10034 100% IOO3/4 -

Paramount 5 4% 5
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd... 7'/2 7'/2 7Vl
Pathe Film 7% 7% 1 3A
RKO New 3 27/s 3

20th Century-Fox . . 63/8 63/8 63/8 -

20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2% 2i/4 2%
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46.103 103 103 -

Par. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55

Net
Chg.

Midwest vs. Mich. Co-op
Suit Trial in September

Detroit—Suit of Midwest Theaters
against Co-operative Theaters which
was set for trial yesterday in Fed-
eral Court was postponed to the Sep-
tember term of court. The case was
considered likely to take up too much
court time for a Summer hearing.
The delay was not sought by either

party to suit.

Frank Walker Not to Be
Democratic Chairman

Chicago—Owing to press of his

own business, Frank C. Walker, prexy
of Comerford-Publix, will not suc-

ceed James A. Farley as chairman
of the Democratic National Com-
mittee.

$800,000 in War Stamps
Sold via Industry Shows

Ottawa—The Canadian film indus-
try sold approximately $800,000
worth of War Savings Stamps and
Certificates through its free shows
staged throughout the Dominion on
Friday night, according to a final re-

port made public here. Theaters
participating numbered about 950.

Montreal — Montrealers crowded
into local theaters to contribute
well over $40,800 for War Savings
Stamps in response to the "Stamp Out
Hitler" campaign of the Canadian
motion picture industry. Twenty-two
United Theaters on the latest count
received from the local offices of the
Quebec Allied Theatricals, where the
"Stamp Out Hitler" campaign com-
mittee met, sold $16,000 worth of

stamps, while the five uptown Con-
solidated Amusement Theaters re-

ported a total of $13,177. Confed-
eration Amusements, which controls
seven houses announced a total of

$6,138 and France-Film, with 12 the-

aters, had a sale of $4,750.

SETOA Jacksonville Parley
Gets Under Way Sunday

Jacksonville, Fla. — Southeastern
Theater Owners Association, headed
by M. C. Moore, will open a three-
day convention here Sunday. Open-
ing day will be largely devoted to

entertainment, with golf at the San
Jose course, surf bathing and deep
sea fishing during the day and a
Dutch Plate Supper at the Roose-
velet Hotel at night.

While business sessions are plan-

ned for both Monday and Tuesday,
entertainment features also will be
stressed both days. Golf tournament
will be held at San Jose in the af-

ternoon, while at night, Sparks The-
aters will host a shore dinner at the
Copper Kettle. Dancing at the Beach
Pier will follow.

Golf will be resumed a 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday and the convention will be
brought to a close with a banquet,
dance and floor show at the George
Washington hotel at 8:30 p.m. Golf
trophies and prizes will be presented.

W. Va. Managers Assn.
To Convene Aug. 27-28

Ronceverte, W. Va.—Annual con-
vention of the West Virginia Man-
agers Association will be held Aug.
27-28 at the Greenbrier Hotel, White
Sulphur Springs, it was announced
yesterday by J. C. Shanklin, con-
vention chairman. Unit is headed by
S. J. Hyman of Huntington.

20th-Fox Employe Dies
Fighting With the RAF

Death in action of K. A. Ramsay,
of the 20th-Fox staff in London, was
learned in New York this week.
Ramsay was a pilot officer in the
Royal Air Force. He had been with
the company for six years.

Clearance is Defended
At Westway Appeal

(Continued from Page 1)

Westway Theater against major pro-

ducers and five local exhibitors. At
the original hearings before Federal
Judge Calvin Chestnut early this

year, the Westway suit, claiming
deprivation of competitive films in

restraint of trade, was dismissed.

The theater then took an appeal
from Judge Chestnut's decision.

Counsel for major distributors de-

fended the clearance system contend-
ing that, with about 300 prints avail-

able for showing in 16,000 theaters
throughout the country, it was neces-

sary to have arrangements of de-

termining the order in which they
are shown.

Local exhibitors named in action

are Frank H. Durkee; Lyndhurst
Corp.; E. Elmer Nolte, Sr., Walter
Pacy and Harry Reddish. Edgar Al-
len Poe is attorney for the appellant,

with Charles G. Page and J. Calvin
Carney representing the defendant
exhibitors.
An opinion is expected to be hand-

ed down in several days.

20th-Fox Sets Releases
For Aug., Sept. and Oct.

Twentieth-Fox has set release
dates for 13 features for the first

quarter of the new season. First to

go out will be "The Man I Married"
on Aug. 2, to be followed during the
month by: "Street of Memories," 9;

"The Return of Frank James," 16;

"Girl from Avenue A." 23, and "The
Great Profile," 30. Latter was put
ahead, originally being planned for
October.
September will have "Pier 13." 6;

"Brigham Young," 13; "The Ghost
of Cisco Kid," 20, and "Young Peo-
ple," 27. For October, there will be
"Charlie Chan at the Wax Museum,"
4; "Elsa Maxwell's Public Deb. No.
1," 11; "In Disguise," 18, and "Down
Argentina Way," 25.

Two important productions will be
released in November— "Hudson's
Bav Company" on the 8th, and "The
Californian" on the 29th. "Chad
Hanna" will be released on Dec. 20.

Lucas St Jenkins Signed
For 1940-41 RKO Product

Ned E. Depinet of RKO Radio
yesterday announced the closing of
a deal for 1940-41 product with the
Lucas & Jenkins Circuit. The
transaction covers 48 theaters in

Georgia.
Bob Mochrie, Eastern division sales

manager, returned from the South
Wednesday after representing the
company in the deal in association
with Southeastern District Manager
David Prince and Branch Manager
H. M. Lyons of Atlanta. Wm. J.

Jenkins acted for the circuit.

Orson Welles to Direct
"Native Son" for Stage

Orson Welles is set for at least one
stage chore in the Fall. He'll direct
the Richard Wright-Paul dramatiza-
tion of the former's "Native Son."

COmiflG and GOIflC

WALTER WANCER returns to the Coast tod
or tomorrow.

S. BARRET McCORMICK, director of advt
tising and publicity for RKO, flies to the Co;
Sunday via the TWA Stratoliner.

ROBERT SMELTZER, Central district ma
ager for Warners, is here from Washington
confer with home office execs.

ARTHUR GREENBLATT, manager of Alii?
Film's New York exchange, has left on a bu?

ness trip through upstate New York and t

Mid-West.

SONJA HENIE and her husband, DAN TO
PING, are at the Waldorf.

FRANCES FARMER returns to New York shoi
ly.

BOB HOPE returns to Hollywood today afl

an extended p.a. tour.

PATRICIA MORRISON continues her p.a. to

in the East today with Providence the fii

stop.

OLYMPE BRADNA flies to Chicago next we
from the Coast to make a p.a. in connecti
with a radio ballyhoo for Edward Small's "Sou
of Pago Pago" which will emanate from a CI
cago station.

CARLOTTA PORTER, of Paramount exchan
staff in Charlotte, leaves New York tomorn
after a vacation here.

LUCILE WATSON arrives here Monday tn\
the Coast.

MABEL WALKER WILLEBRANDT, attorney 1

the SDC, is on the Coast on business, returni
to her Washington headquarters next week.

SALVATORE POPOLIZIO, booker at 20th-Fc
New Haven, and GEORGE SOMMA of Repub
are vacationing at Ted Hilton's Hideawa
Moodus, Conn.

WILLIAM ELDER, manager of Loew's Rege
Theater, Harrisburg, left last night for a tw
week vacation at his cottage at Cape Cod.

WALTER IMMERMAN, B & K general ma.
ager, is vacationing in Michigan.

MORRIS LEONARD, B & K counsel, has r

turned to Chicago from the Coast.

Century Circuit to Hold
Benefits for Red Cross

Forerunner of similar benefits plar

ned for its houses in Queens, Nassa
and Suffolk counties, Century Circu
will hold special patriotic shows i]

the Albemarle, Midwood, Marine an
Mayfair theaters at 10:30 a.m. toda
and tomorrow, entire proceeds goin
to the Brooklyn Chapter of th"

American Red Cross, it was ar
nounced yesterday by J. R. Springe
of Century. Circuit is the first i

the metropolitan district to plan Re
Cross benefits.
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COMEDY?

HIT SONGS?

BOX OFFICE?

PRODUCTION?

ROMANCE?

44There are screams to satisfy the patron and send him home
happy! '

'

—HOLLYWOOD REPORTER
4

4

Rodgers and Hart music . . .

''This Can't Be Love!', 4Falling In
Love', 4Sing ForYour Supper' and 'Who Are You?'... brilliantly

sung! '

'

—LOS ANGELES NEWS

"LEVEY'S FIRST. . . A SOLID HIT!" -BOXOFFICE

"IT'S HEADED FOR SMASH BUSINESS!" -VARIETY
"B. O. NATURAL FOR EXHIBS!" -FILM DAILY

"SHOULD DO TREMENDOUS BUSINESS!"
—SHOWMEN'S TRADE REVIEW

"Movie version far more elaborate than stage play!"
—LOS ANGELES EXAMINER

"Something bright and new!" -LOS ANGELES TIMES

WORLD PREMIERE
Keith, Paramount and Eckel Theatres,
Syracuse, N. Y., Thursday, July 18th.

Opens PARAMOUNT Theatre
N. Y., July 31st-FOR AN INDEFINITE
RUN! (First outside picture in three

years to play the Paramount Theatre!)

NATIONAL RELEASE Aug. 9
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Nick, Wesfon Trial

To Start Sept. 9

(Continued from Page 1)

the indictment. The Court likewise
sustained a Government motion to

suppress its list of witnesses. Judge
Collet, acting on his own motion, re-

set the trial for Sept. 9 instead of
Aug. 5.

Defense motions overruled in-

cluded four offered on behalf of
Nick and two for Weston. Nick had
sought to quash the indictment, to

strike portions of it, to obtain a
severance and to require the Govern-
ment to furnish a list of the wit-
nesses it proposes to use against
him. The Weston pleas swept aside
were a demurrer to the indictment
and a motion to strike certain por-
tions of it.

The Government's charges against
Nick and Weston grew out of their

administration of the affairs of Local
143.

Five "Boom Town" Dates
At 25-33 1-3% Higher Prices

(Continued from Page 1)

are for the week starting Aug. 9-10.

Many other dates are reported pend-
ing, with the same higher prices ex-

pected to rule. Indianapolis, a dou-
ble feature town, will single-feature
the multiple starrer.

National Tele Committee
Being Formed by FCC
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The FCC yesterday

announced that it is co-operating in

the organization of a National Tele-
vision Systems Committee, designed
to function under the auspices of
the Radio Manufacturers' Ass'n, as
a means to confer with the television
industry and otherwise assist in

working out tele problems. The FCC
feels that such a committee should
be of value in the advancement of

tele to a satisfactory level of per-
formance that will insure a general
and widespread public service.

Cameo Theater Reopens Aug. 15

Cameo Theater, which has been
taken over by Consolidated Amuse-
ment Enterprises, will be reopened
about Aug. 15 after being shuttered
for three months. Extensive altera-

tions will be completed by that time.

House will probably show foreign
pictures on a first-run basis if suf-

ficient product is available.

Fines Aid Red Cross
Orrin Tucker, who with his ork, heads

the in-person show at the New York
Paramount, is helping the Red Cross
Drive through the medium of a stiff

fine to members of his band who are

late for shows or rehearsals. Those
reporting late are fined to the tune
of $5 a minute. Members of the band
have already kicked in to the tune
of $165, for which amount Tucker will

present a check to the Red Cross.

with PHIL A4. DALTi
T T

• • • PARAMOUNT'S unique experiment with tabloid edi-

tions of former successes which gets under way with

the Maurice Chevalier hit of 1932 "Love Me Tonight" will

bear close watching It may be the right answer as to what

is to be done about the perplexing re-make and re-issue problems

Paramount's plan calls for the skillful re-editing and

re-recording of the successes of other seasons with the new
running time about 45 minutes Obviously, Paramount hopes

that pictures so treated will find a place as the second

feature on dual programs although they conceivably

could substitute for shorts at the individual exhibitor's discretion.

T T T
• • • OFFHAND, there would seem to be much in the

experiment's favor Importantly, in these days when
every penny counts it enables Paramount to reap an

added return upon its original production investment

But beyond that the plan appears to sweep away. ......

many of the objections reasonably raised to re-makes

and re-issues by John Q. Public. Esq There is no

subterfuge employed And it is the producer-distributor

practice of changing titles which principally has caused

customer resentment It's one thing to knowingly
patronize an old picture it's quite another to pay for new
film entertainment and find that only the title is new

T T T
• • • ELIMINATED, too, is the possibility that John Q.

Public will express dissatisfaction as has happened so fre-

quently when a story is re-made with new players

Nine times out of ten John Q. insists that the original cast was
infinitely superior And in this connection it might be stressed

that many a picture is remembered for the players

who appeared in it and their performances than for any
other reason

T T T
• • • PHIL M. is prepared to wager that there are

hundreds of thousands of moviegoers who will cheerfully flock

to see the 1932 "Love Me Tonight" as re-edited and re-

recorded who would not be equally enthusiastic over any
re-make The explanation, of course rests in the fact

that they have pleasant memories of the performances

of M. Chevalier, Jeanette MacDonald and Myrna Loy
Yes, the Paramount experiment most certainly will bear
watching

T T T
• • • STUFF: Take it from Oscar Serlin himself, he's not signing

John Garfield for the title role in "Nijinsky." despite all those stories

David L. Loew-Albert Lewin have signed Russell Birdwell and
Associates to handle all advertising, publicity and exploitation

Ed Schreiber of Warners' publicity dept. is co-author of "It's Not Cricket,"

novelette which may see daylight in one of the slicks Director

John Ford is being hailed for his fine staging of "Green Grow the

Lilacs" at the Westport, Conn, strawhat; it's his bow as a play director

Olympe Bradna flies to Chicago from the Coast Wednesday to

do a "South of Pago Pago" broadcast over Mutual's network the fol-

lowing night Miriam Hopkins opens in "The Guardsman" next

week at Maplewood, N. J John R. Elliott, former manager of the

RKO Palace, Youngstown, has been named manager of the city's new
municipal airport Paramount is seeking a vehicle for victor Moore
who owes the company a picture Joan Crawford is deferring her

return to the Coast

Monogram Weighii

Unit Producer Plan

(Continued from Page 1)

altered in any changes made, it

said.

Proponents of the plan belies

would strengthen the compa
product lineup, relieving Dunla
some of his work and enabling
to concentrate on the company's
budget pictures while still wor
closely with the unit producers. P
ably three or four producers w
be put on this basis. In additio
Weeks, Ed Finney, Fred Scott
Paul Malvern are producing
Monogram now under Dunlap's
pervision. Monogram recently cl

a deal to distribute pix to be n
in English and Spanish by Inte
tional Pictures.

T. P. Loach, new vice-presic

is said to have aided in formula
the plan.

Monogram Opening 2-Day
Regional Meeting Here
Monogram reps, from nine

changes, plus home office execs,
strong, will open a two-day regi

sales meet this morning at the !

bizon-Plaza Hotel, with Edwarc
Golden, general sales manager,
siding.

Scheduled to address the gat
ing are Thomas P. Loach, vice-p]

dent and treasurer; Harry
Thomas, general sales manager
New York, Washington and PI
delphia; Norton V. Ritchey, mans
of the foreign department; Loui
Lifton, director advertising and

j

licity; Lloyd Lind, head of the •

tract department; John S. Harr
ton, manager of the accessories
print department.

Brief addresses will be made
executives of the exchanges w] -

are participating in the meeti; I

The speakers are Samuel Bror
manager of the Boston office;

Welansky, president of the Bo;
and Pittsburgh offices; Samuel
sen, manager of the Philadelj

branch; J. J. Felder, manager of

New York office; Mark Goldn
manager of the Pittsburgh exchan
Harry Berkson, president of the

bany and Buffalo offices.

Mo. Solons Meet Monde
Expect No Pix Measures

Jefferson City, Mo.—Special

sion of the Missouri General Ass>

bly called by Gov. Lloyd C. St

to appropriate new relief funds
the aged and unemployed, etc., c

venes Monday. It is not anticip?

that any new legislation affect

the film industry will come up. '

Just Turn About
Lancaster, Pa.—If it's all right fo

exhibs. to give away ice cream, it's al

right for an ice cream and eating place

to offer free movies. And that's whal
McMinn's, suburban establishment win
a heavy local trade, is doing.
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Air Conditioning Systems

Projectors EQUIPMENT ST-U-D-I-O-S

Technical—Supplies

Furnishings

urlh New Nabe

I for Memphis

emphis, Tenn.—Fourth new the-

in Memphis since Jan. 1 is to

constructed on Chelsea St., East
lollywood, by J. A. West, owner
several local houses. Raymond
spencer, Memphis, has prepared
plans which call for a white
co front with effective flood

ting. The house planned will seat
• with room for 200 more in a

ony for Negroes with separate

ance, etc. The theater is esti-

ed to cost $45,000.

ywood-Wakefield Seats

Bartlesville's Osage

j artlesville, Okla.—Griffith's new
. ge Theater, just opened here,

I'

>hasizes latest trends in design,

ise has 1,100 Heywood-Wakefield
Acs, making it one of the largest
'} iters in the state. Decorations
:/' i the illusion of an open-air

j. ilion overlooking beautiful land-

Xbe murals. Rest rooms, smoking
lges, offices, foyer, mezzanine and

. • jy are finished in attractive pastel

"f'des. Tile, enamel and colored

:co have been combined in a

J, king front elevation.

Drehead-Frederikson
varded Newcomb Job

Villiamsburgs la. — Work has
. rted on construction of W. J.

^-comb's new theater at Williams-

g. The contract for construction
? awarded to Morehead & Fred-
<son of Cedar Rapids.

.1, ison Signs for RCA
- "incinnati—I. Libson, president of

i ts, Inc., operator of the Times,
equipping the house with new

|IA Photophone sound. Service and

dfj intenance were included in the
1.

5S«

ilding in Cumberland
Cumberland, Ky.—Walter McCur-

;
and A. M. Martin will start con-

;

uction of a new theater here at
;

lee.

Lebor Leaves RKO
For Yorh Ice Post

John F. Lebor. recently with RKO,
has been appointed assistant to the
executive vice-president of the York

U: Ice Machinery Corp., according to an
; announcement by E. A. Kleinschmidt,

x -.: executive vice-president. Lebor, in 1933,

ft : joined RKO where he served as funded
• debt administrator and handled mis-

cellaneous corporate and financial as-

signments until his present appointment.

Equipment Field Notes
By GEORGE H. MORRIS

Equipment Editor, THE FILM DAILY

A GENERAL purpose universal

motor with sides made flat so

that it will occupy a minimum
amount of space is discussed in a
new leaflet of the Westinghouse
Electric & Mfg. Co. Mounting of the

motor is by means of two drilled and
tapped holes in one of the flat sides.

Applications include motion picture

projectors, adding machines, check
writers, and other light duty drives.

* * *

The Airlines News Theater, sched-
uled for late August opening in New
York City's new Airlines Terminal is

so modern that almost every fitting

has had to be specially designed.

This applies as well to the air con-
ditioning plant of the 528-seat house
designed by Architect John P. Peter-

kin.
* * *

York Ice Machinery Corp. has
completed an arrangement by which
its salaried employes in the U. S.

will have the benefit of approximate-
ly a 40 per cent increase in group
life insurance, as well as accidental

death and dismemberment protec-
tion.

* * *

With Sam Myers dropping his
plans for a house at Glencoe, III., and
instead joining forces there with
George Valos, plans for the new
Glencoe Theater there are being re-
vised by Architect Irving M. Kar-
line. New estimated cost is $150,000.

House will seat 1,100.

The Force Flo Co., Chicago dis-

tributor of air conditioning systems,
has moved to larger quarters at 441
North LaSalle St., under H. R. Cole-
man management.

* * *

Chester Currie, president of Currie
& Harman, who are to operate a new
900-seat house going up at Pawtucket,
R. I., has signed with RCA Photo-
phone for sound equipment and hard-
of-hearing aids for the as yet
unnamed house. The same company
also operates the Broadway at Paw-
tucket.

First Hearing Aids

For Stage Shows

Detroit — First installation of
equipment allowing hard-of-hearing
patrons to hear stage shows in film
houses has been completed at the
local Harper by the Wisper & Wets-
man Circuit. Idea was conceived by
Joe La Rose of the circuit, and
worked out technically by Fred C.
Dickely, Altec Service manager, who
made the installation with Western
Electric Equipment.

Group of 42 seats has been so
equipped, using equipment similar
to that installed to pick up the film
sound for the hard-of-hearing. Sound
is fed from public address amplifier
to the projection booth, and then
into the ear-phones. Either the ear-
phones provided by the houses or
special equipment owned by the pa-
tron can be used.

This new type of installation is

expected to make it possible for
some 5,000,000 patrons with im-
paired hearing to enjoy the shows.

Franklin Research Issues

New Gloss Wax Bulletin

Philadelphia — Franklin Research
Co. announces issuance of their new
technical bulletin on Aerated Rubber
Gloss Wax, illustrating latest meth-
od for testing the slip resistance of

various floor waxes. Tabulated data
showing results of slip tests is in-

cluded, and approved devices are il-

lustrated and discussed. A small
device is offered gratis to those in-

terested in making accurate tests at

their desks of floor waxes they buy.
Additionally, Franklin Research

has ready for distribution a new
folder on their complete line of floor

maintenance materials.

Acquire Plaskon Control

Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Co. has
purchased a controlling interest in

Plaskon Co., Inc., largest producers
of urea plastics in the country, from
Toledo Scale Co., it was announced
by John D. Biggers, president of

the glass company. General Aniline

& Film holds the minority interest.

Jas. Edwards, Jr., Builds Two
Temple City, Cal.—James Ed-

wards, Jr., is erecting 800-seat thea-
ter buildings here and at El Sereno,

and is remodeling and re-equipping
his Rialto at El Monte. The latter

has been renamed the Valley. He has
contracted with RCA Photophone for

new High Fidelity sound for all

three installations.

"DARK COMMAND"

When your house is dark it doesn't

much matter what's on the floor but

when the lights go up it makes a big

difference. One reason why you'll

find Alexander Smith Carpet in so

many of the country's most success-

ful theatres.

ALEXANDER SMITH CARPET
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Hear Remittances

To France Barred

(Continued from Page 1)

individuals were confiscated by any
Government in Europe it "might"
make properties here subject to at-
tachment. This move may have some
bearing on action taken by the Nazis,
who have reportedly confiscated
properties of at least two American
distributors in Europe.

Other foreign distribs., particular-
ly those in Nazi-dominated countries,
are expected to get the same advice
from the Government that is under-
stood to have been given the French
distribs.

Syracuse Goes Hollywood
As "The Boys" Premieres

(Continued from Page 1)

Lou Costello and other celebrities
from Hollywood and Broadway, in

addition to Universal execs, and
press representatives, the opening
last night was something the town
won't soon forget.

The premiere was held simultane-
ously at three theaters, Keith's,
Paramount and Eckel. Graham Mc-
Namee, acting as master of cere-
monies, introduced over the air the
visitors who included Penner, Peggy
Moran, Eric Blore, Abbott and
Costello, Charles Coburn, Constance
Moore and Jules Levey, the latter do-

ing a comedy bit with Penner.
The visiting contingent planes back to New

York this morning. In addition to those
named, it includes J. Cheever Cowdin, Charles
Prutzman, Peyton Gibson, William A. Scully,
Frank J. A. McCarthy, Lou Pollock, Ruth
Morrow, Marion Orford, Morris Alin, Univer-
sal; Malcolm Kingsberg, John J. O'Con-
nor, Leon Goldberg, Fred Myers, RKO ; I.

Rappaport, Baltimore; Ed Sherman, New
York; Constance Moore, Peggy Moran, Hol-
lywood

; Jim Cunningham, Motion Picture
Herald ; Lionel Toll, The Independent ; Leo
Mentlik, Jay Emanuel Publications ; Al Steen,
FILM DAILY; K. W. Herman, Pix; Pat
McGrady, AP ; Patricia Krell, Bell Syndicate;
Louise Levitas, PM ; Gene Badger, PM

;

Mowax, Film Bulletin; Pete Harrison, Har-
rison's Report; Elizabeth Lockwood, Movie
Life; Llewellyn Miller, Hollywood Magazine;
Muriel Babcock, Picture Play; Red Kami,
Boxoffice.

Five Remaining Cocalis
Houses Figure in New Deal

(Continued from Page 1)

calis interests relinquish their last

holdings in New York.

It was also reported that Warners
are interested in taking over some
of the Cocalis properties in New Jer-

sey. New York houses still owned
by Cocalis that are involved in the
reported deal are the Allerton,
York, Rosedale, Beech and Alpine.

Duals Will Go, Wanger Holds
Pix Merchandising Rapped as Stereotyped

(Continued from Page 1)

50 Days to Egypt
Alexandria (By Cable)—It may take

50 days to get them here from New
York, but American films are still coming
through for exhibition here and the Near
East. Route from New York is via

Capetown, Basra, Mosul and Nisbin.

Coast to confer with United Artists
executives on the handling of his two
newest productions, "The Long Voy-
age Home" and "Foreign Correspon-
dent," which will probably be re-
leased in early Fall.

Wanger deplored the fact that too
much money is being spent in the
film industry today for services "not
rendered," but expressed the opin-
ion that, although expenses can be
cut to some extent, no cuts can be
made that will impair the quality of
pictures. He pointed out the per-
centage system as a modus operandi
to cut high overheads on flop pic-
tures, with people working on a per-
centage basis getting much less
money than they would on straight
salary, thereby reducing the ulti-

mate loss to the production company.
However, he said that John Ford
had worked with him on a percent-
age basis, as had Fredric March,
and both men had profited by it.

Merchandising Stereotyped

Assailing double features, and
stressing the need of greater co-
operation between exhibitors and
distributor-producers, Wanger ex-
pressed the opinion that merchan-
dising of pictures today was too
stereotyped, and stated that exhibi-
tors today will not push any picture
that lacks "names" or is labeled as
something out of the ordinary,
thereby discouraging producers from
making anything apart from the
usual run-of-the-mill stories.
Wanger strongly believes that

double features will go, and cited
his own experiences as evidence of
the revolution from volume to qual-
ity in smaller numbers from year to

year. He said that in 1921 when he
worked for Paramount, they made
160 pictures, and only five years ago
he had produced 12 features him-
self within 13 months, but that to-

day, two to six pictures were all

stars, directors and independent pro-
ducer were making over a two-year
period in most cases.

He said that although an exhibi-

tor might not want to play a pic-

ture like "Blockade," or anti-Nazi
films or other features out of

the ordinary themes, the exhib. was
defeating himself and the producer
at the same time as he has an op-
portunity to create new audiences
with this type of film. Wanger
heartily approved "The Grapes Of
Wrath" and "I Married A Nazi,"
both 20th-Fox films, as films that
would create new audiences, and he
lauded Darryl F. Zanuck for produc-
ing them; Wanger asserted that if

he had not received such a "kicking
around" with "Blockade" he would
have liked to have made "The
Grapes Of Wrath" himself, but he
was afraid of it due to his own ex-

perience.

Favors New York Production

Asked about production in New
York, Wanger stated that he firmly
believed 25 per cent of all produc-
tion should be in New York because
of its close affinity with the stage
and with other creative artists who
are unwilling, or do not have time
to go to Hollywood. But, he ad-
mitted that although the theory of
Eastern production is good, its prac-
ticability today is nil because of the
huge investments, facilities and
other benefits in California.
Wanger said he would make "Per-

sonal History," but didn't know
when he would get it into produc-
tion. He disclosed that he has
around $2,500,000 invested in "The
Long Voyage Home" and "Foreign
Correspondent," saying he would
concentrate all his attention on the
merchandising of these films before
he resumes production.
Asked what he thought would be

the next great forward step in pic-

tures, Wanger expressed the opin-
ion that stereophonic sound was the
answer. He also sees color becom-
ing increasingly prevalent as costs
go down on color work.
He will return to California today

or tomorrow to finish work on his

two new films, and then will come
back to New York in several weeks
to work on the handling of the pic-

tures. He also plans to take a
swing around the country and con-
tact exhibitors for ideas and sug-
gestions.

Radio's Cancellation Aids
Armstrong-Jenkins Films

Armstrong-Jenkins fight films,

produced by RKO Pathe and released
by RKO, running time 18 minutes,
went into the Palace and Rialto,

Broadway, yesterday noon. Deals
closed prior to the bout sent the films

into RKO, Warner, Loew-Poli, Fiber
& Shea, Griffith and Paramount En-
terprises houses. More than 200
prints were reported in use.

WJZ's action in cancelling its

scheduled broadcast of the fight in

favor of the Democratic national con-
vention was said to be heightening
public interest in the fight films to

the benefit of the b.o.

IA Closes H'wood Offices;

Locals Now Autonomous

(Continued from Page 1)

Blix, an international representative
of iA, has left the organization while
Steve Newman, head of IA affairs
here, will continue to act as inter-
national representative for Southern
California. The special committee
consists of Tom Murphy, Sal Scop-
pa of New York and Bobby Burns
of Chicago.

Decree Proposals

Under Exec. Study

(Continued from Page 1)

has been assembled, it was learne
It was reported that the drafts r

all important subjects agreed in prii

ciple as a result of the conference
but that considerable work on d]

tails remained to be done.
The arbitration draft is said

stipulate that no Government off

cial shall sit on any arbitratio

panel, but that its main intere;

will be directed in the selection of
neutral arbitrator who will sit wit
the distrib. and exhib. represent;
tives on the boards.

Size of the arbitration panels als

was understood to still be in que;
tion, although it is expected that tr

original plan to have three-man aj

peal boards and 10-man panels
each exchange district will be foi

lowed out. The draft on arbitratio
covers the powers of the board an
its jurisdictional rights.

Lucky Strike Ruled Letter

By Massachusetts Jurors

(Continued from Page 1)

appealed cases of setting up ani

promoting a lottery. Judge Thoma
J. Hammond fined Payne a total o

$450, ordering it be paid at once
with jail the alternative.

Cases had been appealed from tb
North Adams District Court when
Judge John E. Magenis recently
found Payne guilty and imposed fine

totaling $120. The complaints agains
Payne as manager of the theater^
which is owned by E. M. Loew o:

Boston, were brought as the resuh
of a State Police investigation or-

dered by District Attorney Thomas
F. Moriarity.

Similar complaints were made
against Francis J. Faille, managei
of the Paramount Theater, where
Ten-O-Win had been in opera-

tion. Faille was also found guilty

by Judge Magenis and fined $100
which he paid.

Famous Players Canadian -

Deal Closed by Republic

(Continued from Page 1)

Famous Players Canadian, operating
275 theaters in the Dominion.
James R. Grainger, Republic's

prexy, in Toronto for the past two
days, closed the deal in association
with A. W. Perry, general manager
of Empire Films, Ltd., distributors
of Republic product in Canada.

"Night Music" is Next
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—David L. Loew-Albert

Lewin will follow "Flotsam" with
Clifford Odets' "Night Music."

Zoos to Order
You can't stump the real showman.

Exploiteers engaged by Select Attrac-
tions determined that the proper way
to put over the pix in the keys was
with a wild animal bally, using an ele-
phant, lion, rhinoceros, giraffe and
leopard. Interposed the problems of
supply, feeding, transportation. Joe
Plunkett's solution was life-size replicas,

now being turned out on the mass pro-
duction basis by Messmore Cr Damon.
Order calls for 5,000, plus as many ship-
ping cases transformable into cages.
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iOV'T ASKS TRIAL PERIOD FOR DECREE

v4etro Retaining Code Concessions In New Pacts
inds Selling Policy En-
rely Satisfactory After

rial During Year

M-G-M's new season contracts will

tain the provisions of the defunct
! [ade practice code. These code con-

ssions were incorporated in the
mpany's contracts for the current
ason and provide for 20 per cent

ncellation privileges, optional arbi-

ation clause, non-forcing of shorts

ith features and other concessions.

The selling policy, which was an-
ounced on Sept. 29, 1939, has proven

[Continued on Page 6)

:.

ligher Admissions

or Mich. Blocked!
V

Detroit—Move for higher admis-

3 s»ns in this state in the wake of

.e new Federal admissions taxes

.ces breakers ahead, it was indi-

ited at the week-end when it be-

ime known that Governor Dickin-

son was irritated by reports that

mie merchants were using defense
\ 'vies as an excuse for price boosts.

The industry angle is this: Dis-
(Continucd on Page 8)

atriotic Service Duties
"aking Blank to Capitol

A. H. Blank, president of Tri-

tates Theater Corp. of Des Moines,
ill devote most of his time during
ie next few months to his new post
3 co-ordinator in Paramount's Red
ross and other patriotic drives. He
to take up his temporary head-

uarters in Washington this week.
Blank, in Atlantic City over the

(Continued on Pane 7)

Warners Part Front
Muni and Dieterle

West Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — By amicable agreement

Paul Muni and William Dieterle and
Warner Bros, have parted company. Both
star and director were anxious to free

lance. By a contract signed in 1938
Muni had seven more pictures to star in

for Warners at $125,000 per picture.

Dieterle's contract would have expired
in 11 months and his salary was $3,000
a week. M. C. Levee represents Muni
and Dieterle.

QUALITY PIX NEEDED, SAYS SCHENCK
"Impractical to Try to Increase Business With Less Worthy

Entertainment," Loew's Prexy Holds

M-G-M will proceed carefully,

will economize wherever possible but
never at the sacrifice of quality in

prod uction,

Nicholas M.
Schenck, as-

serted in a
statement de-
fi n i n g the
c o m p a ny's

policy in the
light of pres-
ent world
markets.
D e daring

that it was
the hope of

the company
to get the
best returns

torn the mai'kets open to the in-

dustry, Schenck said it "would be

NICHOLAS M. SCHENCK

impractical to try to increase busi-

ness with less worthy entertain-

ment."
Continuing, Loew's president said:

"Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's position

is strong. Our future productions
look most encouraging. We are well

abreast of our schedule. Naturally,

we must face the future with some
flexibility in order to adapt our-

selves quickly to any sudden change.
"Some of our pictures now in pro-

duction give promise of being the

best we have ever made. After all,

time and experience bring us ever
closer to the public taste.

"Our current season drawing to

a close, from the point of view of

the merit of the film, is the best we
have ever had.
"With regard to the much dis-

(Coutinurd on Page 7)

FPC 1940 Earnings SETQA Convention

Reported as Higher Calls 250 Exhibs.

Toronto—Despite the fact that the

premium on U. S. exchange has in-

creased the cost of film rentals 10

per cent and corporation taxes are

materially higher as a result of the

war, Famous Players Canadian's
earnings for the first six months of

(Continued on Page 7)

Jacksonville, Fla.—More than 250
theater operators and others con-
nected with the movie industry are
expected to attend the Southeastern
Theater Owners Association conven-
tion here today.
Prexy M. C. Moore of Jackson-

ville will preside at the opening busi-

(Continucd on Page 7)

N. Y. Allied invading Jersey
Expands Into Northern Part as MPTOA Unit

"One Big Union" Plan Gets
Eguity Council's Approval

Report recently submitted to

AAAA member unions by an ac-

countant on the feasibility of "one
big union" was approved in prin-

ciple Friday by the Equity Council

at a special session. The Council
(Continued on Page 8)

Simultaneous with its affiliation

with MPTOA, Allied theaters of

New York announced yesterday that

its membership would be expanded
to include exhibitors in Northern
New Jersey. Invasion of New Jer-

sey means that the New York unit

will compete for leadership with the

New Jersey Allied unit.

At a closed session last Thurs-
(Continued on Page 6)

D of J Also Reported Ask-
ing Ban on Theater Expan-
sion During Such Interval

With the equity suit settlement
moves approaching a climax—the
tipoff may come when application
for a further trial adjournment is

made before Federal Judge Henry
W. Goddard today—it was reported
at the week-end that the Government
is asking the Big Five defendants
that a "trial period" be provided to

test the workability of any consent
decree.

Additionally, it was said by sources
close to the conferees that the Gov-
ernment is stipulating that during

(Continued on Page 8)

Neely Bill Action

Chance Said Slim

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—As Congress recon-

venes today, possibility of the House
Interstate and Foreign Commerce
sub-committee handling the Neely
bill, giving it any action is exceed-
ingly slim, The Film Daily was told

Saturday by a committee spokesman.
"There won't be anything doing on

it now," it was stated.

Practically all members of the sub-

(Continued on Page 7)

Monogram to Have Three
Features in Full Color

Monogram will make three pic-

tures in color for the new season,

it was announced over the week-
end by Edward A. Golden, general

sales manager, who presided at the
(Continued on Page 8)

Walker or Kennedy
to Replace Farley?

When James A. Farley steps down
as chairman of the Democratic National

Committee in mid-August, he may be

succeeded by Frank C. Walker, president

of Comerford-Publix, or by Joseph P.

Kennedy, former film exec, now Am-
bassador to Great Britain, it was re-

ported at the week-end. While Walker
has indicated he dees not want the post,

his name as well as that of Kennedy is

being persistantly mentioned.
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(QUOTATIONS OF FRIDAY, JULY 19)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd.. 18Vi 18y2 18y2 + 1

Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak .......119% 119y2 119% + Vs
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9% 9l/

8 9'/s
Loew's, Inc 23y2 23 '/2 23 y> — y4
do pfd
Paramount 5 5 5
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 7'/2 7y2 7'/2
Pathe Film
RKO New 3 2'/8 3

RKO $6 pfd 36 36 36
Warner Bros 2l/4 2% 2%
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46.100y4 10O'/4 100'/4
Loew's deb. 3y2s46
Para. B'way 3s55... 47 47 47 + iy2
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Piers. cv.3'/4s47 84 8334 84 +1
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

New York SPG to Charge
Initiation Fee on Aug. 1

An initiation fee of $1 per month
retroactive to Nov. 1, 1939, will be

instituted by the Screen Publicists

Guild of New York on Aug. 1, it

was announced by the Executive
Committee over the week-end. This
fee will affect only a very small

group as the overwhelming major-
ity of home office ad and pub men
are already members of the guild,

it was said.

No Result at WB Music'ns Confab
Philadelphia—Meeting Friday be-

tween the musicians' local and War-
ner executives ended with nothing
accomplished, it was reported.

II The Broadway Parade H
Picture and Distributor Theater

All This and Heaven Too (Warner Bros. Pictures)—3rd week Music Hall

The Ghost Breakers (Pcramount Pictures)—3rd week Paramount
My Love Came Back (Warner Bros. Pictures)—2nd week ..Strand

Maryland (Twentieth Century-Fox)—2nd week Roxy
New Moon (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) Capitol

Sporting Blood (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) Criterion

The Fugitive (Universal Pictures)—Opens today Rialto

Girls of the Road (Columbia Pictures) ...Clobe

One Night in Paris (Alliance Film) (a) Central

One Man's Law (Republic Pictures) (a) Central

Four Sons (Twentieth Century-Fox) (a-b) • • Palace

Cross-Country Romance (RKO Radio Pictures) (a) Palace

TWO-A-DAY RUNS
Gone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—32nd week Astor

FOREiGIM LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—20th week World
End of the Day (Juno Films) (a-b) 55th St. Playhouse

Carnival in Flanders (French feature) (a-b) 55th St. Playhouse

FUTURE OPENINGS
South of Pago Pago (United Artists-Small) (c) Music Hall

Untamed (Paramount Pictures)—July 24 Paramount
They Drive by Night (Warner Bros. Pictures)—July 26 Strand
Turnabout (United Artists-Roach)—July 26 Roxy
Disney Parade of Hits-"Snow White" and Shorts (RKO Radio) (c) Criterion

Andy Hardy Meets Debutante (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) (c) Capitol

Leopard Men of Africa (Select Attractions)—July 27 Globe
Now I'll Tell (Twentieth Century-Fox)—July 24 (a) Central

Hi Ho, Silver (Republic Pictures)—July 24 (a) Central

The Man Who Talked Too Much (Warner Bros.)—July 25 (a-b) Palace

Tom Brown's School Dsys (RKO Radio Pictures)—July 25 (a-b) Palace

(a) Dual bill. (b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill.

Philly Variety Club's
Golf Tourney on Sept. 13

Philadelphia—Annual golf tourna-
ment sponsored by the local Variety
Club and Jay Emanuel's The Exhibi-
tor will be held Sept. 13 at the

Club,

banquet will be
or 12 at the Bel-

Date has been

Philmont Country

Variety Club's
held either Dec. 5
levue-Stratford.
changed from Sunday to a Thursday
to meet objections of home office

people who found Sunday banquets
inconvenient to attend.

William McAvoy has been named
Club treasurer, Ben Amsterdam re-

signing under pressure of other
work. McAvoy has been House Com-
mittee chairman.

Treasurers Under IATSE
Treasurers division of the Theat-

rical Managers, Agents and Treas-
urers Union is now under the juris-
diction of the IATSE, it was learned
this week. The theatrical union will
now call itself the TMA instead of
the TMAT.

From

THE FILM

DAILY to

Phillips Holmes

Dan Totheroh

Fernando Mendez

UDT Restoring Vaude
To Detroit's Michigan

Detroit—The Michigan Theater,
ace house of United Detroit circuit,

returns to vaudeville policy Friday
with Gene Krupa's band headlining
the first show. The Harper, major
neighborhood house operated by
Wisper & Wetsman Circuit, has
shifted from full week to two-day
week-end bills, but will return to
full-week stage shows in the Fall.

John Barrymore Stays On
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—John Barrymore stays

at 20th-Fox for another.

commc and come

BRYAN FOY arrives in Hollywood today a

attending the Democratic convention.

DEL GOODMAN, Far East manager for 2(

Fox, arrived on the Coast over the week-
from the Orient.

EDWARD A. GOLDEN, general sales man,
of Monogram, goes to Florida today to add
the Southeastern Theater Owners tomorrow^
at their Jacksonville convention.

71}n ,fWILLIAM C. GEHRINC, Central division ,r

ager for 20th-Fox, returned to the home of
Saturday from a week's business trip '

Midwest.

BEN MIGGINS, European manager for 2(
Fox, left New York Saturday to spend a coi
of weeks with friends on the Coast.

ADELA ROGERS ST. JOHNS returned to r

lywood yesterday after attending the Democr,
convention in Chicago.

D. B. LEDERMAN, Philippine manager
20th-Fox, left New York over the week-
after home office conferences to spend
remainder of his vacation in this country
the Coast.

FRANCIS HARMON, of the MPPDA staff,

for the Coast Friday night.

JAMES ROOSEVELT flew to Hollywood 5

urday.

LEON JANNEY left New York yesterday
Miami.

TOM RUTHERFORD returned to New Y
Friday from Hollywood.

TERRY TURNER, exploitation manager
RKO Radio, returned to the home office
day after a two-and-one-half week's tour
the field.

Operators' Contract
Talked in Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh—The ITO of Westei
Pennsylvania is negotiating with tl

Operators' Union for a new contra
to replace the existing one which e:

pires in August.

The exhibitors' committee consis
of Dr. C. E. Herman and Alex Moor
Local 171 is represented by Lav
rence J. Katz, Luther Thompson ar

Lou Indo.

'It's time

you knew ^
about these

things, dear!" j§

You must see M

4m%
• &'••\^«,

..•<s%.\

PRIDE AND

PREJUDICE
(M-G-M hit starring GREER GARS0N & LAURENCE OLIVIER)

Coming Soon!



CJamed S/rlrtist, Cyaul ^tUebb, gives you his conception oj the (zJolowers, ihose simple-minded }oiks

from ^)oon i^own who Jtght Jor hje, liberty, ana engage in the pursuit oj happiness in that

glorious {*JJrama of Qsoctal Csnstgnijicance, Cyaramount s Loinm cKound the ^fflountatn.

Jerry Colonna . . ."Disgusting folks? Where are they going?

Not California, I hope."

Bob Burns . . ."Now, professor, stop sayin' things 'bout my kin folk.

They ain't again' to Californy. They're just leavin' for the

openin' of the feudin' season up in Dead Skunk Creek."

*^

COMIN ROUND THE MO starring

URNS
with UNA MERKEL • JERRY COLONNA • DON WILSON • PAT BARRETT (Unde Ezra)

AND A HOST OF HILARIOUS HILLBILLIES • Directed by GEORGE ARCHAiNBAUD • Screen Play

by Lewis R. Foster, Maxwell Shane and Duke Atteberry • Based on a Story by Lewis R. Foster • A Paramount Picture



%.

a

W! NOW! Fi

The big-money show package of the year!.*.

Playing to 202% to 268% of normal business

in all test situations to date! The greatest pic

tures Disney ever made • • • COMBINED! . . . in

one big feast of glorious entertainment! • • •

Special Advertising and Accessories!

GRAB IT- QUICK!



Distributed by RKO Radio Pictures
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Metro Retaining Code

Concessions in Pacts

{Continued from Fage 1)

entirely satisfactory, sales executives
say, and will be continued.

Requests for exercising the op-
tional arbitration clause for the set-

tling of contract disputes have been
practically nil. In fact, one top exec,
said he could not remember any re-

quests for its use. Whether exhibi-
tors took advantage of the cancel-
lation privileges cannot be deter-
mined until the end of the season,
but indications are that M-G-M has
had few cancellation requests.

Selectroslide Transfers
Headquarters to Coast

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood— Selectroslide Co. of

America has transferred its national
headquarters to Hollywood, opening
offices at 8630-32 Sunset Blvd. It

maintains branch offices in New
York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Wash-
ington, Baltimore, Hartford, San
Francisco and Portland.

It is national distributor for Se-
lectroslide, an automatic projector
using 35 mm. Kodachrome slides in
natural color with or without sound.
The device projects pictures from a
tiny slide to as large as 20 by 30
feet. Services of the company in-

clude the writing of story continuity
for sound recordings, the making of

discs, photographic sequences in color

and complete preparation of colored
slides for advertising purposes, sales
promotion, educational use or enter-
tainment.

Officers are John Sirigo, president;
E. W. Calvin, vice-president in charge
of sales; M. Hawley Mertz, director
of advertising; Spide Rathburn, in-

dustrial sales division; Virginia Wil-
son, secretary and treasurer in

charge of public relations; Ruth
Ringgold, technical promotion de-
partment; Lela Nevins, resort and
travel bureau division.

Conn. MPTO Meets Today
New Haven—Connecticut MPTO

will hold a regular luncheon-meeting
at 12:30 p.m., today, at Ceriani's

Cafe Mellone, with Arthur H. Lock-
wood presiding.

WEDDING BELLS

Herman Fuchs, Pathe News music
editor, and the former Jessie Lebson
were married yesterday at the Hotel
Pierre. Mr. and Mrs. Fuchs left fol-

lowing the ceremony for a motor
trip to California, planning to return
about the middle of September.

New Haven—I. J. Hoffman, War-
ner theater department zone mana-
ger for Connecticut and Massachu-
setts theaters, and Mrs. Hoffman
have announced the engagement of

their daughter, Edith, to Gerald
Steinberg, Bridgeport attorney.

ALONG THE

WITH PHIL At. DALY;

• • • YOU hear a lot these days about the telephone num-

ber salaries paid to Hollywood stars and featured players

and how they should be trimmed to compensate for the

loss of foreign revenue For instance, Edward Small the other day

asserted that a person who was worth $100,000 per picture

six months ago today is actually worth about $60,000

Whether that is the case is a question for a couple of other

fellows to argue about But at this distance from Hollywood

Phil M. can see why it won't be the easiest thing

In the world war or no war to reduce those top stellar

salaries

T T T
• • • ASK almost any exec and you'll be told candidly

that stellar salaries are determined by the law

of supply and demand You'll be told by several with

equal candor that there are only a score some say less

of first-quality "names" that exhibitors demand them
and that's that Not too long ago a certain studiv

head tried to bring forward some new faces of ex-

ceptional promise He felt that the industry needed

fresh stellar blood and that his plan would develop it

But from, the East came a cry to call a halt The sales

force in the field was reporting exhib. dissatisfaction

the showmen wanted "names" with proven b.o. pulling power

And the customer being always right (?) the studio

revamped its program forgot about the new faces and

went after bigger and better stars

T T T
• • • YET. remember, it's the exhibition arm of film biz

which cries loudest against telephone number salaries

and the higher terms for pix they necessarily entail While on the

theater's relationship to the star salary matter we listened

while a gent with both theater and distribution background

argued the other day that today's lack of "names" stems

from the fact that the theater situation has changed materially

with the advent of the "B" and "C" first-run houses

T T T
O e • IN the era when theaters were building up person-

alities our friend pointed out every theater in a com-

munity or city except the subsequent runs was an "A"

house playing usually the program of a company

whether good, bad or indifferent Thus a house played, say

Wally Reid, Charlie Ray, Doug Fairbanks and the fol-

lowing week may have had an Elsie Ferguson or Bebe

Daniels It is theorized that the public took for granted

an unknown must be definitely a star otherwise the

theater would not play the picture while in subsequent

pictures the new personality was quickly and fully

developed

T T T
• • • IN contrast, attention is called to the theater map in

the average town today with exhibition controlled by one or more

circuits There is an "A" house playing "pick and choose"

pix of all or nearly all companies There is a "B" theater

for border-line product And there is a slough house

Such a condition, it is contended makes quick development

of new personalities impossible because regardless of how good

a picture is it very seldom, if ever finds an "A" showing

unless it has established "names" Which in effect says

that "B" and "C" outlets are not star-builders Anyone

want to debate the issue?

New York Allied

Invading Jersey

(Continued from Page 1)

day, New York Allied's execu

committee, headed by President

A. Cohen, approved the proposa
become a part of the MPTOA.
ceptance of the New York
previously had been acted upodi
the national body.

New School Pix Compan
Planning Key Branches

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DA
Hollywood — Willard J. Lai-

Fred Weller, Merl Connell and B
Evans have formed Educatione <

Distributing Co. of Hollywood a

offices at 6018 Fountain Ave.
organization will distribute cl

room shorts and features covei
|

the entire educational field, and J

the product is to be done in 16 i|

sound.

Educationettes plans to estab a

branch offices in all the key cil|

Selling season will get under wa;
August. Thirty-six pictures are
year's schedule, four of which
finished and ready for release,

eluding a special, "Walpi," wl

was directed by Fred Weller. I
Evans will be in charge of the L

office and will handle the publici

Canadian Propaganda I

Into 800 Aussy Theaters

Montreal—"Atlantic Patrol," 1

depicting the work of the R(
Canadian Navy on Atlantic con J
duty, will be shown in 800 Austra 3

theaters, J. A. MacKinnon, chain n

of the National Film Board,
nounces. The film was issued by «

National Film Board in co-opera ti

with Director of Public Informa' a

and has been seen in 400 Canac 3

theaters. It is booked for 200 m \

Bell & Howell Interestec

In Slot Machine Market'

Chicago — Manufacturers of I

mm. equipment here, including ] J

& Howell, are reported experirm -

ing with slot machine movies.

Stuart Leaves Midwest
Detroit—Frank E. Stuart, h

booker of the Midwest Circuit
manager of the Majestic Thea
has resigned. Midwest is movl
Larry Nyberg from the Garden 3

the Majestic to take Stuart's rl
with George Mitchell, lately repla 1

by "Buddy" Graham as manager i

the Forest, moving to the Gardei

STORKS!
Omaha—Charlie Lieb, Metro sa

man, is the proud father of a t

It's the Liebs' first child.
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TOA Convention

ills 250 Exhibs.

(Continued from Page 1)

,s session this morning at the

l>rge Washington Hotel. Yester-

's program was wholly social,

in this morning's agenda are a

miing address by Mayor George
'me; a talk on "Why Can't We
B the Producers to Florida?" by

/.-Elect Spessard L. Holland; "The

ttion
Picture Industry Can Help

,-pare," by U. S. Sen. Claude Pep-

; "Exhibitor Relations," by H.

! Richey of RKO Radio; "National

•operative Effort," by Ed Kuyken-
i 1, president of the MPTOA; "The
' titution and the Common Ground,"

ude Lee, public relations, Para-
unt-Publix; "What Does the Fu-

|e Hold for the Industry?" by
lick" Lewis of Showman's Trade
riew. The only other business of

morning session will be the ap-

| ntment of committees,
'omorrow's speakers and their

jects are: "Questions and An-
rs on Admission Tax," by Louis

i Gravely, Jr., U. S. Treasury

| it; "Goodwill Between Exhibitors

I City Officials," by J. L. Cart-

(
ght, public relations, Sparks The-

rs; "A New Plan for Advertising
:essories," by George F. Dembow,
a-president, National Screen Ser-

3; "National Legislative Merry-
Round," by Nat Williams,

imasville, Ga., exhibitor; "Obser-
ions on National Exhibitor Prob-
is," by Oscar C. Lam, Rome, Ga.,

"'cibitor; "Extemporaneous Talk
1 Highlights," by Mitchell Wolf-

, Miami, Fla., exhibitor; "Co-
5 ration Between Circuits and In-

•endents," by R. B. Wilby, Para-
- unt affiliated exhibitor; "The Fu-

e of Independent Producers," by
lie Golden, president, Monogram

1 tures.

Committee reports, nomination and
;tion of new officers, and other

inished business will be taken up
-'"the close of the morning session

lorrow.

\
>G Regulations Get
:cking of AFRA Board

Screen Actors Guild regulations
- agents who operate in New York
y and its environs will shortly
rate in an extension of the pro-
m put into effect on the West
ist last winter. Agents have been
en the period between July 5 and
gust 5 to make application for

nchises, with the applications to

acted upon by the SAG by Aug-
20.

i.FRA Board has pledged support
the SAG in the above movement,

il has issued a warning to all mem-
is to observe the franchises in any

I

lings they may have with agents,
lowing is a list of agents now

• ler franchise to the SAG: Colum-
i Management Corp.; Leland Hey-

-'-rd, Inc.; Lou Irwin, Inc.; William
"bling; A. & S. Lyons, Inc.; Wil-
>-n Morris Agency; MCA; NBC
|

:ists Service; Myron Selznick;
lis Shurr, and Rudy Vallee Or-
stra Units.

Further Salvage
In co-operation with the American

Film Center, Marie Seton and Kenneth
Macgowan will turn out a Mexican
archaeological picture, using Eisenstein

footage left over in the editing of "Time
in the Sun," which World Pictures will

release in September. First Eisenstein

Mexican film, "Thunder in the Sun,"
used only a small portion of the more
than 100,000 feet the Russian director-

producer shot.

Famous Players Canadian
1940 Earnings Reported Up

(Continued from Page 1)

the year are reported slightly higher.
Earnings in 1939 for the period were
equal to $2.09 per share on the com-
mon.

Unless there is a much greater
increase in earnings this year than
looked for, the company will be sub-

ject to the minimum 30 per cent
Dominion corporation tax, as com-
pared with 18 per cent in 1939. Near-
ly $240,000 was paid in taxes last

year, while an increase of $100,000
is taxed this year on the basis of

1939 earnings. The increased taxes
have been about offset so far this

year by the higher theater atten-
dances.

Provided the improvement contin-

ues at the same level for balance of

the year, net profit should be about
the same as in 1939. No difficulty is

anticipated in continuing the higher
dividend rate of $1 per share annual-
ly established last year. It was the
first year since 1932 this amount was
paid, comparing with 80 cents in

the previous year.
There will be a small saving this

year on bond interest, although this

may be more than offset by higher
dividend requirements due to the is-

suing of further capital stock. Total
of $700,000 series "A" bonds were
retired June 1, reducing the amount
outstanding to $350,000. This
probably means a reduction of about
$12,500 in debt charges for the final

six months of the year and twice as

much in the full 12 months of 1941.

On the other hand, capital out-

standing increased by about $350,000
to $4,400,000 during 1939 and divi-

dend requirements by about $96,000.

A further 5,000 shares were sold for

$75,000 in January last, while two
blocks of 11,000 shares each are
under option to be taken up July 15,

1940 and 1941.

Baker Named Chairman
Of New Tele Committee

Chicago—W. R. G. Baker, chair-

man of the engineering section of

the Radio Manufacturer's Ass'n, and
research chief for General Electric,

has been named chairman of the new
National Television Systems Com-
mittee which is being formed by the

FCC under the auspices of the RMA.
Members of the new committee

will be announced after the individual

nominees of various tele interests

are submitted, James S. Knowlson,
RMA prexy, stated.

"Chad Hanna" in Dye-Vat?
Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox may

dip "Chad Hanna" in the dye-vat.

Quality Pix Needed,

Says N. M. Schenck

(Continued from Page 1)

cussed 'Boom Town,' it is a rarity

for a great entertainment in itself

to have in addition four drawing
stars such as Clark Gable, Spencer

Tracy, Claudette Colbert and Hedy
Lamarr. But the public will tell

exhibitors whether they are willing

to pay advanced admission prices.

While our sales executives have
found out that various theater man-
agers and circuit heads believe a
high admission price should be

charged for 'Boom Town,' neverthe-

less we have decided to conduct a

few test experiments in advance of

the regular release in order to make
certain that the course we recom-
mend to those who have contracted

for the picture is the wisest.

"After all, an important question

is at stake which is whether we can
afford to repeat the process of

grouping outstanding stars in one
picture such as we have done on
'Boom Town.' The results in reve-

nue alone will determine this."

Chance for House Action
On Neely's Bill Slight

(Continued from Page 1)

committee left Washington for the
political conventions and visits home
and no attention has been given the
bill during the recess.

The opinion of those closest to the
situation is that the measure will

not receive attention this session as
the legislators will be engrossed in

national defense and political ques-
tions. A substitute bill will require
more time to work out than the com-
mittee members are prepared to de-

vote to it now.

The proposal to incorporate in the
bill a provision restricting block-
selling to groups of five pictures is

given slight chance of acceptance.
Abram F. Myers, Allied general
counsel, is on record as opposed to

any such plan.

Patriotic Service Duties

Taking Blank to Capitol

(Continued from Page 1)

week-end, said that motion picture

co-operation with the Government
was on a strictly non-commercial
basis and that leaders will donate
their time. Americanization will be
features widely in the coming cam-
paign and the picture industry has
offered the Government full use of

its branches to aid in the war de-

partments national defense pro-

gram.
Regional conference of Paramount

partners and theater operating as-

sociates in Atlantic City over the
week-end called Barney Balaban,
Leon Netter, Leonard Goldenson,
Sam Dembow, R. J. O'Donnell, E. V.

Richards, Robert Wilby, H. F. Kincy,
Robert Lucas, Sam Pianski and Mar-
tin Mullin.

«REVI€UJS»
"Boys of the City"

with Bobby Jordan, Leo Gorcey, Dave O'Brien

Monogram 63 Mins.

ACTIONFUL MELLER HAS LOTS OF
LAUGHS; SHOULD SERVE NICELY AS PRO-
GRAM OFFERING.

Produced on a low budget, and without

any names in the cast, producer Sam Katz-

man deserves credit for whipping together

an entertaining program offering that should

go over with audiences. Picture has a house

with secret passages, a murder, gangsters

and plenty of hocus pocus and laughs all

rolled together. Although the film has a

serious theme, the comedy aspects keep it

from ever really becoming serious.

Bobby Jordan, Leo Gorcey and a collec-

tion of Little Tough Guys, East Side Kids,

Dead Enders and what not comprise the

bulk of the cast, with Dave O'Brien and

Vince Barnett materially helping things out.

Joe Louis directed from a screenplay by

William Lively. Faced with the alternative

of going to jail for trouble making or go-

ing to a wealthy man's Summer camp, Dave

O'Brien, a reformed gangster who is the

guardian of the "gang", persuades the boys

to go to the camp.

On the way they get mixed with gang-

sters, a house with secret panels and pas-

sageways, a murder and a few other items.

There is plenty of excitement, action and

lots of laughs before everything is un-

scrambled.

CAST: Bobby Jordan, Leo Gorcey, Dave

O'Brien, Vince Barnett, George Humbert,

Hally Chester, Sunshine Sammy, Frankie

Burke.

CREDITS: Producer, Sam Katzman; Direc-

tor, Joe Lewis; Screenplay, William Lively;

Cameraman, Robert Kline; Editor, Carl Pier-

son.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

"When Daltons Rode"
Debuts in Coffeyville. Kan.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Universal will hold

world premiere of "When the Daltons
Rode" in Coffeyville, Kan., Thurs-
day. On Friday the picture will also

be given a gala premiere in Kansas
City. Director George E. Marshall,
Frank Albertson, Constance Moore,
Peggy Moran and Mrs. Emmet Dal-
ton, widow of the Dalton who wrote
the book on which picture is based,
will attend both openings.

Picked for "Forsythe Saga"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Metro will make "The

Forsythe Saga" with Greer Garson,
Maureen O'Sullivan, Ann Ruther-
ford, Heather Angel and Marsha
Hunt.

Muni Nixes "High Sierra"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Paul Muni nixing

"High Sierra" in favor of "Life of

Beethoven," Humphrey Bogart goes

into the former at WB.

Burdeott Found Dead
Windsor, Ont.—Missing for sev-

eral days, G. S. Burdeott, local the-

ater manager was found dead in the

woods near Parry Sound.
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Gov't Asks "Trial

Period" for Decree

(Continued from Page 1)

such a "trial period" there be no
theater expansion by affiliated cir-

cuits—a hint that the D of J is still

mindful that the suit's objective is

the divorcement of exhibition from
production and distribution.

It was also reported that any con-
sent decree worked out would not
effect existing long-term distribution

Washington Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Washington — The Department oj

Justice said Friday night: "The New
York equity suit is in conference and
that is all we can say about it." A
D of J spokesman said comment was
scarce because the situation may change
from day to day as the conferences
proceed.

contracts, unless such agreements
could be modified by mutual consent
Majors accepting such a decree are
not bound to alter standing agree-
ments; and there is no way of in-

validating or nullifying such agree-
ments, it was said.

Memorandums on all subjects mak-
ing up the basis of a consent decree
were being studied by major coun-
sel and executives over the week-end,
with a number of reports indicating

that a final showdown one way or an-
other will come early this week.

$100-$200 Tele Receivers
Would Find Ready Market

Despite the fact that commercial
tele is still in the future and pro-

grams are none too plentiful, the

public is ready to plank down $100
to $200 for tele receivers, according

to a survey conducted at the World's
Fair by National Newspaper Enter-
prises under Harry Gordon's direc-

tion.

Fifty-six per cent interviewed said

they would be willing to pay $100
for a combination tele-radio receiver,

37 per cent would pay $200 and
12 per cent, $300. Forty-four per
cent said they would buy such re-

ceivers, if offered, this year, 25 per
cent in 1941, and 31 per cent in

1942.

Eighty-eight per cent indicated a
belief that tele had improved since

last year. Program preferences, in

order, are: Music, sports, stage plays,
news events, films, political talks,
education. Symphonic music is a 3-1

favorite over jazz; favorite sports
are baseball, football, boxing.

Democrat "Willkie"
Proves Para.'s Lee

Chicago—No, sir, that wasn't Wen-
dell Willkie, COP presidential nominee,
wearing a delegate's badge at the Demo-
ratic convention here last week. It

was only Willkie's double, Claude F. Lee,
Paramount public relations man and an
alternate from Florida. Florida also
provided the convention with a Duchess
of Windsor double in Mrs. Robert H.
Hill, a delegate. Chicago cameramen
had a field day.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

/^EORGE PAL. Born in Celgled, Hungary, 1908. Attended an Academy in

^^ Budapest, where he won his degree in Architecture. After leaving school,

entered cartoon work. Did several cartoons for

Hunnia Films Company, Budapest. Went to Ber-

lin, where he was head of the cartoon department

of UFA. Went to Paris, where he devised a third

dimensional effect to be used in the making of

"Puppettoons," which employ plastic figures

against actual sets. Established his own studio in

Eindhoven, Holland, where he produced several ad-

vertisng "Puppettoons," in Technicolor for lead-

ing English, Dutch and French firms. Will pro-

duce a series of cartoons in Technicolor, in Holly-

wood, for release by Paramount as "Merry Models."

His initial effort will be an American Western,

based on a story by Victor McLeod.

Report Higher Admissions Monogram to Have Three
For Michigan Blocked

(Continued from Page 1)

tribs. in the territory are pressing
for longer runs for top-budget films

next season, and this, together with
the fact that fewer pictures in the
"B" class will be available, leads
exhibs. to say that about the only
"out" for them next season is to

boost admissions.
Distribs. who sold high but de-

livered low this season are working
out new deals on a basis of a purge
of the unplayed, unproductive fea-
tures, thus encouraging exhibs. to

tilt his b.o. scale without consequent
loss of trade because of a backlog
of old product.
But exhibs. are now questioning

whether price jumps would be sin-

gled out for attack by Dickinson,
who says he will ask the newly or-

ganized State Defense Council to

war against "profiteers." Appar-
ently, as Dickinson sees it, that term
applies to all those who follow a
new tax with a price rise.

Thus far, Michigan theaters gen-
erally have only added the amount
of the new Federal tax to the ad-
mission price; instances where the
house sought a "breakage" are com-
paratively few.

Features in Full Color

Rights Controversy Won't
Stymie UA's "Pastor Hall"

Controversy over the screen rights
to "Pastor Hall" will not affect the
distribution of the picture, according
to Fitelson & Mayer, attorneys for
Grand National Pictures, Ltd., the
producer. United Artists, which will

distribute "Pastor Hall," has mapped
out an extensive campaign for the
picture. James Roosevelt acquired
the production from Jeffrey Bernerd
who brought it over from England.

According to Leslie Kirsch, at-
torney for George Garfield who is

the administrator of the estate of
Ernest Toller, author of the story,

the picture was made before the
rights were acquired.

M-G-M Casts Walter Pidgeon
Hollywood—M-G-M has assigned

Walter Pidgeon to "Flight Com-
mand," next Robert Taylor starrer.

(Continued from Page 1)

Eastern regional meeting at the
Barbizon Plaza Hotel. Titles of the
three color features are "Gypsy
Cavalier," starring Gilbert Roland,
to be made in Cinecolor; '"Black
Stallion" and "College Sweetheart."
Forty representatives from seven

branches and the home office at-

tended the meetings Friday and Sat-
urday. Golden, who presided, said
stellar personalities, including
Charles Bickford, Gilbert Roland,
Irene Rich and Boris Karloff, would
be seen in Monogram's 1940-41 pro-
gram. The Renfrew series, Golden
said, was a big success, adding that
the presence of the star, James Ne-
will, on the Ford radio hour was
giving this group of pictures new
impetus.

"One Big Union" Plan Gets
Equity Council's Approval

(Continued from Page 1)

went on record as being in favor of
the "one big union" plan, and ac-
cepted majority of the recommen-
dations in the report, but it was
stated that the Council rejected
some of the points.

It is expected that Equity's de-
cision in accepting the report in
principle will have a bearing on
similar action scheduled to be taken
shortly by other unions affiliated
with the AAAA.

THE WEEI\ IN
EEVIEM

Consent Deadline Aug. \

^^^ By L. H. MITCHELL -=J

RKO to File Rental
Suit Against J, L & S

Chicago—RKO attorneys advised
at the week-end that a film rental
suit against Jones, Linick & Schaef-
er circuit will be filed in Federal
Court this week. Unplayed RKO film
in the deal by which RKO film went
to the Oriental upon closing of the
Palace for the Summer as basis of
the suit, it was reported.

Oakie for "Tin Pan Alley"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Jack Oakie has been

signed by 20th-Fox for the lead in
"Tin Pan Alley." Kenneth Mac-
gowan will produce.

DOMESTIC
EQUITY SUIT: Thurman

Arnold reported to have set an J\

1 deadline for consent decree fa
entered. Gov't agents were sta
see progress in consent parleys,* ;

arbitration and block-booking clai
shaping up. At week-end de.

proposals were stated to be ui
study by major execs, and their c<

sel.
* * *

PRODUCT FIGURES: Film dJ
survey revealed that exhibitors i

getting 385 of the 413 feati
promised by the producers in t

announcements for 1939-40.
tures for 1340-41 completed by
majors total 60, with 41 other; i

various stages of production.
* * *

THIS AND THAT: New the;!
building and reconstruction for i

first half of the year totalled $ I

071,000, according to survey mad<
j

John and Drew Eberson . . . At h1
ing of Westway Theater's apj J

from dismissal of its anti-trust 5 q
defense attorneys defended clears
. . . RKO entered fight film Id
with the Jenkins-Armstrong bout .

B & K television to be ready by i j
of the new year . . . Ohio ITO bf s

Samuel Goldwyn's crusade aga
[

blcck-booking, over production
duals . . . Metro marks time in «
ing pic to suburbans. Howard D i

avers there will be no cut in qua i

of Metro pix . . . Blame for droji
b.o. receipts in Ohio blamed on I

defense tax . . . SAG and Gulf il

renew radio show pact for benefi f

M. P. Relief Fund . . . ITOA out \ 1*

plea to increase rentals for first-i j

and drop them for subsequents
ACLU reports drop in censorship u
terference with the showing of i

. . . NBC to get new television cl»
nel . . . Five remaining Cocalis 1 4
aters may go to an independent I

cuit operator . . . Walter War i

proposes that film actors, wvim
and directors work on a percent I
salary basis . . . George Hirlii j
will make 4 pix at the Colonr 4
studios in Miami . . . Monog ft

weighs unit production.

FOREIGN
EUROPE: U. S. pix exemj

from British exchange order v
Oct. 31 . . . Free Nazi feature.'!
the Balkans hits U. S. pix biz th

* * *

DOMINIONS: SRO reported
950 Canadian theaters in camp?
to raise $1,000,000 war fund; figifl

reached was $800,000 . . . Gcri
Ellis reports Australian biz good h

Merger of Hoys and GUT Austra I
circuits finalized.

Paramount Buys Novel
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM D/
Hollywood — Para, has bor

screen rights to C. S. Forrest
novel, "The Captain from Con:
ticut," and is negotiating for G
Cooper to play the lead.
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REACH SUBSTANTIAL AGREEMENT" -GOFT

Sees China Great Potential Market lor UL S. Pix
oast Refugees Carry Love
•f Films to the Hinterland,

ays Goodman, Fox Exec.

By RALPH WILK
eau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood — The hinterland of

lina 'with its 400,000,000 prospec-
:e motion picture customers offers

great potential market for Amer-
an pictures, according to Del Good-
an, Far East manager of 20th Cen-
ry-Fox who arrived here yesterday.
The Chinese, forced into the
nterland from their ports and cities

the Japanese invaders, are bring-
( Continued on Page 4

)

une Admission Tax

olleclions Higher

i'tas'rington Bu cau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Admission tax eol-

• .ctions in June increased over the
month of last year, but drop-

I :d from the May, 1940, figures, the

itemal Revenue Bureau reported
erday. June, 1940, admission

xes were reported at $1,645,603.31

(Continued on Page 8)

'.

*eorge Bagnall Resigns
is Para. Studio Manager

st Coast B»-cau of THE. ''!." PHY
Hollywood — George L. Bagnall,
ice-president and executive studio

lanager, has resigned from Para-
lount. He will take a vacation in

anada before announcing his plans.

1

ATAHT Lichs Heat,
Stays 4th at M.H.

Warners' ATAHT will stay a fourth
week at Radio City Music Hall, it was
announced yesterday. The picture is the
third in the history of the theater to run
longer than three weeks, its predecessors
being "Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs," which stayed five, and "Re-
becca," which earlier this season hung
up a six weeks' record. It is estimated
that in its first three weeks, ATAHT
will do about $293,000 at the Hall. Pic-
ture's showing in the face of the cur-
rent torrid wave is rated sensational.

In nine other situations, film has been
held for a third. These are: Providence,
Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Washington, Cin-
cinnati, Denver, Boston, Louisville and
Dayton.

"LITTLE THREE"
TO ASK TRIAL

Will File No Formal Motion

for Suit's Dismissal

Immediately following yesterday's
adjournment by Federal Judge Henry
W. Goddard of the New York equity
action until Oct. 7, a spokesman for

the so-called "Little Three,"—United
Artists, Columbia and Universal,

—

reiterated the stand of these com-
panies that they will not be parties

to a consent decree, and, further, that

they are determined to bring the case
to trial.

Inflexibility of this position, it was
declared, is indicated by the fact that
no formal motion will be made by the
non-theater-operating defendants for

a dismissal of the Government's com-
plaint against them.
"When Oct. 7 comes around," the

(Continued on Page 8)

New Tele Channels

Assigned DuMont, CBS

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The FCC yesterday

confirmed previous tentative approv-
al of applications by Allen B. Du-
Mont Laboratories, Inc., for televi-

sion stations for Washington, D. C,
and New York City.

The commission also authorized
DuMont and CBS to start television

broadcasts under the new promotion-
(Continued on Page 8)

Equity Trial Over to Oct. 7; Some Consent Decree
Subjects Still Present "Great Difficulties"; Court
Ready to Interrupt Vacation if Agreement Reached

Presaging a successful conclusion to settlement discussions of
the New York equity action, the Government yesterday obtained
an adjournment of the suit's trial to Oct. 7. Federal Judge Henry

W. Goddard in granting the applica-

tion advised Special Assistant At-
torney General J. Stephen Doyle
that he would be available during
his vacation for consideration of any
consent decree submitted for his ap-
proval.

The report of Doyle, although ad-
mitting several difficulties which
have arisen, was the most optimistic

to date. Highly reliable sources had
previously stated that a long ad-
journment would be the tipoff that

negotiation sare proceeding in a
satisfactory fashion and that the
odds would heavily favor a settle-

ment.
"Substantial Agreement"

Doyle's statement to the Court
was:

"The Government, with the
(Continued on Page 7)

Kuykendall Sees Tax

Exemption Near End

By RICHARD MOFFETT
FILM DAILY Staff Correspondent
Jacksonville, Fla.—Although pre-

dicting that the Neely bill was dead
as a door nail, Ed Kuykendall,
MPTOA prexy, told members at-

tending the opening business ses-

sion of the SETOA convention here
yesterday that the industry would
receive more attention from Wash-
ington in the future and if it did not

put its house in order, the Govern-
ment would step in and do this for

it.

The salvation of the industry,

Kuykendall said, depends upon na-
(Continued on Page 8)

Britain Abandons "Dumps"
For Advance Shipments

London (By Air Mail)—The pro-

posal to set up film "dumps" in vari-

ous parts of the United Kingdom has
been abandoned as too costly and in-

volving too much mechanical diffi-

culty in the handling.
The KRS has evolved a new plan

to meet any emergency that may
arise due to war or invasion. Plan

(Continued on Page 8)

Terms Slow Detroit Buying
Branches See Biz Boom, Ask Higher Rentals

Five Studios Start Six

Productions This Week
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Six pictures are sched-

uled to go into production this week.
The list:

At M-G-M: "Third Finger—Left
Hand," with Myrna Loy, Melvyn
Douglas, Bonita Granville, Felix

(Continued on Page 8)

Detroit — Detroit's buying season
is practically at a standstill to date,

checkup of major offices indicates.

Back of the situation is the gen-
eral tendency to demand increased
rentals, which is nation-wide, plus the

local circumstance that distributors

are largely basing demands for ren-

tals here upon the expectation that

this city is in for a major boom,
(Continued on Page 4)

Against Automatics

Pittsburgh—First territorial mass
meeting to draft plans to combat
16 mm. opposition via slot machine
projectors will be held here at an
early date, it was learned yesterday.

Behind the move is Allied's West-
(Continued on Page 4)

New York University Halts

Documentary Production

New York University's Education-
al Film Institute has suddenly
halted production of documentary

(Continued on Page 4)

41 Chi. Theaters
Nous Use Premiums

Chicago—Premiums came back with

a bang, over the week-end, 41 Chicago
theaters advertising, ovenware, glass-

ware, ruby ware, dinner ware and enamel
ware, but cutlery now conspicious by
its absence.
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FINANCIAL
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET

Low Close
Net
Chg.

%
ii9y8 126" + 'i

24 + l/2

High
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (21/2%) ..

Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd..

East. Kodak 120
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 24 233/4

do pfd
Paramount 5 4% 4%
Para. 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd. . . 7'/2 TVz IVi
Parhe Film 7%
RKO New 3
20th Century-Fox . . 6'/g

20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd 79
Warner Bros 2'/4
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46. . 1 02 Vi 102y2 102'/2
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 %s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts 1/2

Sonotone Corp 1%
Technicolor 95/s

Trans-Lux 1

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45.. 63'/2 65 Vi
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 57 60

7%
3

61/s

79"
21/4

7% + Vt
3
6i/

8 + Vt

79" — i"
21/4

Vi Vi

1% 1V4
9% 95/s
1 1

%
- Vs

Non-Existent Censor
Pay Rise in La. Vetoed

Baton Rouge, La.—Governor Sam-
uel H. Jones has vetoed an
amendment passed through the legis-

lature which would have raised the
salaries of a non-existent censor
board. The original censor law, how-
ever, passed at the order of the late

Huey Long, and never enforced, re-

mains on the book and can be put
into effect at any time.

Tax Slowing Biz

Of Alliance Chain

Chicago—Opposition to the new
Federal admission tax is being en-
countered in the Illinois-Indiana-
Wisconsin territory served by Al-
liance Theater Corp., according to
John J. Doerr of the circuit. In some
towns, the new tax is blamed for
a 5 to 10 per cent drop in b.o. biz.

Extreme warm weather in Indiana
is also slowing up attendance.

Circuit's Managers' Summer drive
is in progress with average results,
Doerr reports. Campaign closes Aug.
10.

Check on pulling power of attrac-
tions shows war films without ap-
peal in Alliance territory.

'The Ramparts We Watch'
Set for 18 Major Cities

Following its world premiere in
Washington tonight, March of Time's
"The Ramparts We Watch" will open
in 18 important cities during the
next three weeks.

Cities in which the picture has
been booked, aside from the Wash-
ington engagement, include Denver,
Boston, Des Moines, New Orleans,
Omaha, Chicago Los Angeles Tren-
ton, Cleveland, San Francisco Colum-
bus, Cedar Rapids, Davenport, Wat-
erloo, Sioux City and Marshalltown.

Invited audience will see a private
preview in the Grand Ball Room of
the Waldorf-Astoria tomorrow night.

Official Washington
To See "Ramparts" Tonight
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington, D. C—Official Wash-

ington will turn out for the world
premiere of March of Time's first

feature film, "The Ramparts We
Watch," this evening at the RKO
Keith's Theater.
Among those expected at the pre-

miere are Secretary of War Frank
Knox, Rear Admiral A. W. Johnson,
of the U. S. Navy, Senator Carter
Glass, Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, Gener-
al John J. Pershing, General Hugh
Johnson, Boake Carter, Walter Lipp-
mann, Mark Sullivan, Ned E. Depinet,
Andy W. Smith, Louis De Roche-
mont, Roy Larsen, William Geer and
Al Sindlinger.

Following the showing Mrs. De
Rochemont will be hostess to the
press at a reception at the Carlton
Hotel.

Columbia to Pay 68% Cents

Columbia's Board of Directors has
declared a regular quarterly dividend
of 68% cents per share on the $2.75
convertible preferred stock, payable
Aug. 15, to stockholders of record
Aug. 1.

William Arnold Expires

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—William R. Arnold, 57,

film and stage character actor, died

here. His last appearance for the
screen was in "The Dictator," forth-

coming Chaplin production.

Frank Ford Extends

Triples to Evanslon

Chicago—Frank Ford, plaintiff in

a pending anti-trust action (clear-

ance) against B & K and the majors,
is testing triples at the Stadium
Theater, Evanston. It's the first

outbreak in the de luxe residential

district along the North Shore.

Loew's Net for 40 Weeks
Reported at $7,996,394

Loew's, Inc., yesterday reported
for the 40 weeks ended June 6, net
income of $7,996,394 after deprecia-
tion, taxes and reserves for contin-
gencies, equal to $4.39 an average
common share. This compares with
net of $8,173,060, or $4.62 a common
share for the same 1939 period.

The company's share of operating
profit after subsidiaries' preferred
dividends amounted to $15,594,078,
as compared with $14,271,675 for the
same 1939 period. Depreciation and
taxes for the 40 weeks ended June
6, amounted to $4,497,684, , against
$4,478,615 for the 40 weeks ended
June 8, 1939. Reserve for contin-
gencies was $3,100,000, as compared
with $1,620,000 for the same 1939
period.

New Free PM Guide Gives
Adult Prices, Show Time

PM yesterday inaugurated its

Neighborhood Movie Guide, present-
ing current attractions at both
Broadway and nabe houses. Cov-
erage extends to Manhattan, Brook-
lyn, Queens, Bronx, Staten Island
and Long Island.

In addition to listing films and
indicating whether first-run, prices
are stated for adults, for evening
orchestra seats. The nearest quar-
ter-hour before the scheduled main
feature starting time after dinner
is also given, with the paper sug-
gesting earlier arrival if possible.
Like all of PM's features, there's
no advertising charge to theaters.

Tele Institute Takes Issue
With RMA Over Convent'n

Television Engineers Institute of
America, Inc., has denied statement
by Radio Manufacturers Ass'n that
the RMA board had been asked to
sanction the first national television
convention to be held in Hollywood,
Aug. 22-24.

The Institute also denies the RMA
statement that the convention is de-
signed as a "purely local" show, and
has demanded retraction of the
statements from Bond Geddes, RMA
exec, vice-prexy and general man-
ager.

Stone and Metro Dickering
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—John Stone and RKO

are negotiating a deal whereby Stone
would join the studio as a producer.

COfnlnG and GOII

HENRY HENIGSON, Jimmy Roosevelt's
|

tion chief, left New York yesterday on
turn to the Coast after supervising Mrs.
lin D. Roosevelt's appearance in the p
to "Pastor Hall."

AL CORWIN of 20th-Fox's foreign dep;
left at the week-end for a vacation in

I

JAMES R. GRAINGER, Republic pre*
turned yesterday from a trip to Detroit,*
and Toronto.

MAUREEN O'HARA and LUCILLE BALI
the Coast shortly for a month of p.a.'
openings of RKO's "Dance, Girl, Dance."

HARRY GOETZ has arrived by air fr<

Coast.

RALPH NELSON is in Washington frci
Coast.

ED SULLIVAN and HUCH MARTIN
jamong Hollywoodites planing to New Yoi

the week-end.

JULES BUCK left the Coast at the we
for Ft. Worth, Louisville and New York

JOHN FORD is taking a two-week v
'

cruise along Lower California.

MAXWELL ARNOW, wife and daught.
on a vacation trip to the Pacific Northwt \
the Canadian Rockies.

S. BARRET McCORMICK, arrived on the «
yesterday on a 10-day trip to the RKO s

STEVE B. NEWMAN, IATSE rep. in Holl
is due to leave the Coast forepart of thi (

for Chicago and New York.

FRANCIS HARMON of the New Yorl ij

Office arrives on the Coast today.

KENNETH CLARK returns to his MPPD, i

today after a Mexican trip.

WILLIAM WALDHOLZ, in charge of didj
tion of FHA's shorts, leaves in 10 days
visit to all West Coast keys.

E. F. DLOUHY, manager of the B & K i
way Theaters, Chicago, is on a vacatio 1
to Mexico City with MRS. DLOUHY.

17 Cities Now Selected
For "Boom Town's" Tes

Seventeen cities have been
lected by M-G-M for pre-release
motion engagements of "L
Town," each of which will be s"

|

at admission price increases rail]

from 25 per cent to 33 1-3 per
The test runs start on Aug. 9 ii

following cities:

Cincinnati, Atlantic City, He
burg, Reading, Detroit, New Orl
Indianapolis, Lake Placid, Syra
Seattle, Omaha, Denver, Cole
Springs, Tyler, Tex., Tulsa andfl
Angeles. Picture plays day-and
at the Chinese and State The
in the latter city. Other dates
be added.

NOT TOO BIG FOR
I

FRIENDLY SERVICE!

TostaV
Telegvapi
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE B
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WEEK
[~ONLY 2 OTHER PICTURES IN THE 8 -YEAR HISTORY OF~|

|_THE MUSIC HALL HAVE STAYED OVER THREE WEEKS!J

Wonderful Warners!f

BETTE DAVIS and CHARLES BOYER in 'ALL THIS, AND HEAVEN TOO'
V Rachel Field with JEFFREY LYNN . BARBARA O'NEIL . Virginia Weidler . Henry Daniell . Walter Hampden . George Coulouris . An ANATOLE LITVAK production

Screen Plav bv Casey Robinson • Music bv Moi Sloiner • A Warner Bros.-First Naiional Picture
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Rental Terms Slow

Detroit Pix Buying

{Continued from Page 1)

according to exhibitor leaders who
have been negotiating, informally
and otherwise, with the various ex-
changes.

Exhibitors do not share the view
that they should discount the pos-
sible local armament boom, with all

its uncertainties, by contracting to

increase their costs, and are about
unanimous in declining to sign so far.

Key of the situation rests largely
in the hands of Co-operative Thea-
ters, with its more than 100 member
theaters. With several contracts
usually signed by this time in former
years, "not one frame" is yet con-
tracted for, General Manager Carl
Buermele told The Film Daily.

Exhibitors are Planning
War Against Automatics

(Continued from Page 1)

ern Pennsylvania affiliate, but the
scope of its backing is much greater,
witness the fact that a preliminary
meeting at the local unit's headquar-
ters was attended by reps, of both
the Warner and Harris circuits.

Mass meeting invitations will go
not only to exhibs. in the Pittsburgh
and West Virginia territory, but to

;

all exchange managers here, it was
stated yesterday.
Suburban grill installed a dime

automatic projector last week, and
exhibs., sizing up the situation, see

j

trouble ahead if they become general
in taverns, restaurants and road
houses.

Broadcast News Bulletins

Hit British Box-Office

London (By Air Mail)—Exhibitors
are finding BBC's broadcasts of news
decided box office opposition. Appeal
has been made to BBC to permit the-
aters to rediffuse the news. BBC ex-

pressed its willingness if Reuters,
representing the news agencies con-
cerned, was agreeable. Reuters, how-
ever, stated it was unable to grant
such permission.

Sunday Movies Defeated
Lenoir City, Tenn.—Lenoir City

voters have rejected Sunday movies,
688 to 165.

Gerald K. Rudulph

THE FILM
DAILY to

Albert Warner
Harry Cohn

F'orence Vidor
Aileen Pringle

Gale Page
Whitney Bolton
Joseph Seiden
Ray Cozine

with PHIL At. DALYi

• • • THAT film exhibition and radio can dwell together

in exemplary harmony and -with mutual happiness and profit

continues to be demonstrated along the Eastern banks of our local

harbor —and thereby hangs a tale: On the evening of Feb.

25. 1935 the Messrs. Si Fabian, Sam Rosen, Harry Michaels and

Paul Tillis parked in the ork of Brooklyn's Fabian Fox to at-

tend the premiere of an old fashioned Amateur Nite o'er which Al

Reid presided and still does The event was hooked up with

Station WMCA with Michaels Bros, as the sponsor

T T
• • • DURING the five years which have elapsed since

the Fabian Fox innovation was launched Al Reid has culled

for presentation behind the house's footlights and before the

stage mikes 4,750 amateurs selected from 19,743 persons audi-

tioned Fame has come to some of these f'rinstance Leni

Lynn whom Metro grabbed and Jack Guilford who has

become a very pop night club headliner The Amateur Nite

has been a veritable kaleidoscope of talent every race and

age having been represented plus a weird assortment of an-

imals About 250 wrist watches have gone to the winning air

contestants and cash prizes amounting to $7,250 have

been annexed by stage winners Michaels Bros, have spent

$30,000 yearly (or $150,000 total) for the radio time Yeah,—
and what 'bout the theater's b.o.? Listen! Paid admishes

each Monday night average 4,000 or 208,000 annually

which means over a million paid customers in the five year span!

It's a case of the ether stimulating the patient

T T
• • • UP at UA the promotional forces are turning on the

heat in behalf of Mister Wanger's new Alfred Hitchcock production,

"Foreign Correspondent" An augmented noozepaper campaign is

being readied to flag ole John Q. Public throughout the land

Some 112 sheets in 'bout 100 keys will carry a series of two-color ads

on amusement pages said ads running from 1,000 to 1,500 lines

right before opening day and on it. . . • Another attraction which

is being backed heavily for the benefit of Mr. X. Zib is Para-

mcunt's "The Great McGinty" Rock-ribbed conservative reviewers

and commentators have this one ticketed straight through for

smash biz The Gillham et al campaign to date has been of power-

house proportions and that appears to be the consensus re the

picture itself

T T T
9 « 9 STUFF Up in Bar Harbor, Frank Algonquin Case

at last has a chance to take a dip in the Maine surf, having finished

his new book, "Do Not Disturb" Leon Music Hall Leonidoff

clarions that he's ready to direct first of the rehearsals for the

Sonja Henie-Arthur Wirtz ice show which'll open in September

at the local Center Theater Fred Fenske, RKO's shipper in

Cincy is set to celebrate his 25th wedding anniversary next Mon-
day Strictly Personal: To Ed Sullivan of the Daily News,

welcome home

T T V
• • • THEY'RE still talking about that Universal junket to Syra-

cuse last week After seeing the photos Jimmy Sileo shot during the

jaunt, everybody agrees it was one of the best trips of its kind in

many moons And Ed Stein did a hangup job in handling the

promotion

Sees China Great

U. S. Pix Market

(Continued from Page \)

ing their love for pictures to the
tives. Twentieth Century-Fox
already booked pictures into m:
new theaters in the hinterland
has opened a branch office in if

ning, Province of Yunan.
Goodman declared that JapaL

exhibitors who two years ago v.

forced to institute single bills

cause of Government restriction

length of performances, are now
ing a thriving business. In fact
best in their history and better ti

when they showed three and f

pictures on a single bill.

Goodman also stated Ameri
distributors are not sending in sh

subjects because of footage rest:

tions. He believes that between
000,000 and 8,000,000 yen due Arc I

ican distributors is impounded
Japan and this does not include
sum held in Yokohama Specie Bra:
Bank in San Francisco on a previ
agreement.

New York University Ha
Documentary Productior

(Continued from Page 1)

films, recalling crews from the fi<

Pix affected are Joris Ivens' do
mentary on economic frontiers ;

John Ferno's film on agricultu
surpluses.
Economic and cultural chan;

due to the war and national pj
paredness are said to be responsi
for the suspension of product
and the recall as well of the In:

tute's three completed products
for revision. Latter will get e

logues offering "more constructs
solutions to problems presented.
The NYU activity has been fin.

ced by a grant from Sloan Fourc
tion, which has declined to make
definite commitment for the n
fiscal year. Meanwhile, it is si

litigation by the Institute's fi

makers is threatened should pres'
contracts be violated.

Arthur J. Wallack Stricken
Arthur J. Wallack, 93, last of \

founders of the Lambs and son
the late Lester Wallack, theatri
manager and actor, died here
Sunday. Two sons survive.

Gene Markey's Father Dead
West Coast Bateau of THE FILM DAI
Hollywood—Eugene L. Markey,

father of Gene Markey, writer a

film producer, died here.

« « « » »> 10

1940 World Series
Will be Broadcast

The news won't be greeted with any
degree of enthusiasm by exhibs., "who
last season found the b.o. off as a re-

sult, but the 1940 World Series again
will be broadcast over Mutual, sponsored
by the Gillette Safety Razor Co., it was
announced yesterday. Sponsor is paying
about $100,000 for the rights to the

series. Gillette also gets an option on
the 1941 series.
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q/jLgreatandinspiring

American experience iegins tonii

.ONIGHT at 8:30, Washing-

ton sits down at the World Premiere of "The

Ramparts We Watch."

We predict that at 10:30 o'clock, as the picture

ends and the theater lights go up, there will be

tears in the eyes of many a hard-bitten Congress-

man, a surge of pride through the veins of many a

seasoned, unsentimental official, and a renewal of

faith in the future of America in the heart of

every person there.

It is a picture such as motion picture audiences

have never seen before—an absorbing record of

the fateful years that began in 1914—a gripping

story of the great figures on the world stage, and

of ordinary American people like yourself and

all of us. It ends by making clear to us what has

gone before, and so enables us to see more truly

what lies ahead.

To see "The Ramparts We Watch" is a mem-
orable and inspiring motion-picture experience.

Pick the hour you can see this film . . . noiul

\

7H£6
£\amparts

A NEW KIND OF MOVIE ... FIRST FEATURE PICTURE

I

PRODUCED BY THE MARCH OF TIME

Wona Premiere Tonight RKO KEITH'S Washington, D. C.
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"The Sea Hawk"

with Errol Fly nn. Brenda Marshall, Claude

Rains, Donald Crisp

Warners 127 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

ACTION-CRAMMED, COLORFUL OF-
FERING SHOULD PLAY TO HEAVY RE-

TURNS IF PROPERLY EXPLOITED.

Here is an action-crammed colorful offer-

ing that is one of the best productions

that has been made in many, many moons.

Properly exploited this lavishly produced

story should play to heavy returns. It is

another triumph for Michael Curtiz, who
has directed several large-scale productions

and who specializes in realistic action. To
Henry Blanke goes important credit as as-

sociate producer.

Errol Flynn is convincing as the fear-

less commander of the Albatross, which

roams the sea, preying on Spanish ships and

bringing the rich loot back to aid England's

dwindling fortunes. An outstanding per-

formance is that of Flora Robson, as the

wise Elizabeth, who ruled England so know-

ingly in the 16th Century.

A very pleasing and star-destined addi-

tion to the screen is beautiful Brenda

Marshall, niece of Claude Rains, Spanish

Ambassador to England. Rains gives his

usual splendid performance, while others

who provide splendid support are Alan Hale,

Donald Crisp, Henry Daniell, Una O'Con-

nor, James Stephenson, Gilbert Roland,

William Lundigan, Julien Mitchell, Montague

Love and J. M. Kerrigan.

Howard Koch and Seton I. Miller fash-

ioned a gripping screenplay. Sol Polito

supplied high-grade photography. Erich

Wolfgang Korngold provided impressive mu-

sic, and Hugo Friedhofer and Milan Roder

orchestrations. Leo F. Forbstein functioned

as musical director.

With Flora Robson's knowledge and per-

sonal blessing, Flynn sails for Panama to

salvage considerable gold from the Span-

iards. However, the Spaniards have been

warned. They allow Fliynn and his men to

rob their gold caravan, and when the Eng-

lishmen return to the Albatross, they are

captured by the Spaniards. They are made

galley slaves and start for Spain.

Through Stephenson, an English spy,

Flynn learns that the Spanish Armada plans

to attack England very shortly. At Cadiz,

Flynn and his men overpower the guards,

reach the Madre de Dios, another Spanish

ship, and take command of it. Flynn

reaches London, just as Brenda has given

up all hope for his return. He is knighted

for his services to England, but, of course,

finds time to propose to the happy Brenda.

CAST: Errol Flynn, Brenda Marshall,

Claude Rains, Donald Crisp, Flora Robson,

Alan Hale, Henry Daniell, Una O'Connor,

James Stephenson, Gilbert Roland, William

Lundigan, Julien Mitchell, Montagu Love,

J. M. Kerrigan, David Bruce, Clifford Brooke,

Fritz Leiber, Clyde Cook, Ellis Irving, Fran-

cis McDonald, Pedro de Cordoba, Ian Keith,

Jack LaRue, Halliwell Hobbes, Alex Craig,

Victor Varconi Robert Warwick, Harry

Cording.

CREDITS: Jack L. Warner in charge of

production. Executive Producer, Hal B.

Wallis; Associate Producer, Henry Blanke;

Director, Michael Curtiz; Screenplay, How-

ard Koch, Seton I. Miller; Dialogue Director,

Jo Graham; Cameraman, Sol Polito; Special

Effects, Byron Haskin and H. F. Koenen-

"Girl From God's
Country"

with Chester Morris, Jane Wyatt, Charles

Bickford

Republic 71 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)
ONE OF REPUBLICS BEST, THIS TALE

OF FAR NORTH IS CORKING SUMMER
FARE.

"Girl From God's Country," one of the

best Republic releases of the year, should

prove manna from heaven to exhibitors who
are looking for strong summer fare for

their patrons. Filled with action and
snow and ice scenes so starkly real that

customers will stay two shows just to keep
cool, it is not only good entertainment but

timely for those Eastern hot spells.

"Girl From God's Country," is a well-

balanced, well-produced, and well-directed

film. Sidney Salkow, one of studio's top

pilots, has extracted every possibility from

a good script. His direction is intelligent.

Important credit for the film should go to

Armand Schaefer who acted as associate

producer. Chester Morris, and Jane Wyatt
handle their roles well. This is Wyatt's
first picture in several years. The screen-

play by Elizabeth Meehan and Robert Lee

Johnson is well written.

Doctor Jim Holder), (Chester Morris) is

a backwoods doctor in Alaska. He has

trouble keeping nurses, and with the ar-

rival of Anne Webster, (Jant Wyatt) he

hopes his troubles are at an end. How-
ever, after an hour in his employ she de-

cides to leave on the next boat. In the

meantime, Morris so impresses her with

his skill and unselfishness, that she de-

cides to stay and confesses her love for

him.

Charles Bickford, a United States Mar-
shal, searching for an escaped murderer,

discovers Morris to be the man, and starts

back to civilization with him. Through

the efforts of Mala, the doctor's Eskimo

houseman, and Miss Wyatt, Morris escapes

and during the chase Bickford goes snow-

blind. His sight is restored by Morris,

who risks jail to help him.

In gratitude, Bickford returns alone and

Morris and Miss Wyatt stay in the North.

"Ace" the Wonder Dog does fine work

as "Blitzen," Morris' lead-dog.

Music by Cy Feuer, and camera work

by Jack Marta are good.

CAST: Chester Morris, Jane Wyatt,

Charles Bickford, Mala, Kate Lawson, John

Bleifer, Mamo Clark, Ferike Boros, Don

Zelaya, Clem Bevans, Ed Gargan, Spencer

Charters, Vic Potel, Si Jenks, Gene Morgan,

Ace the dog.

CREDITS: Producer, Armand Schaefer;

Director, Sidney Salkow; Author, Ray Mil-

holland; Screenplay, Elizabeth Meehan and

Robert Lee Johnson; Additional dialogue,

Malcolm Stuart Boylan; Cameraman, Jack

Marta; Production Manager, Al Wilson; Ed-

itor, William Morgan; Art Director, John

Victor MacKay; Musical Director, Cy Feuer.

DIRECTION, Very Good. PHOTOGRA-
PHY, Swell.

"The Great McGinty" "The Haunted Hous

kamp; Art director, Anton Grot; Editor,

George Amy; Music, Eric Wolfgang Korn-

gold; Orchestrations, Hugo Friedhofer and

Milan Roder; Musical Director, Leo F. Forb-

stein.

DIRECTION, Brilliant. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fine.

with Brian Donlevy, Muriel Angelus,

Akim Tamiroff

Paramount 81 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

HERE'S A GENUINE "SLEEPER" RICH
IN ENTERTAINMENT THAT SHOULD
CLICK WITH ALL AUDIENCES.

Paramount suspected they had a "sleeper"

in this modest budget production and they

were right. Preston Sturges, playwright,

has thoroughly established himself in the

"flicker" art, with one of the finest screen-

plays seen in a long time, and an out-

standing job of direction. A more than

competent cast headed by Brian Donlevy

and Akim Tamiroff, tell an almost unbe-

lievable story—with tongue in cheek

—

but tell it so well its improbable factors

are forgotten, and you are entertained

hilariously and continually from the be-

ginning to the end of the film.

Dealing with crooked politics; exposing,

in a humorous manner, the methods used

by shady politicians in looting city and

state treasuries, the film carries no propa-

ganda for righteousness, but handles the

situations merely as a medium designed to

entertain.

Brian Donlevy, a broken-down bartender

in a "below the border" night club, tells

the tale of his former greatness to a cou-

ple of customers. He was a hobo, hungry

and in a bread line, when picked up by a

ward-heeler in a large city and induced

to vote thirty-seven times for the "party's"

choice for Mayor. Brought to the atten-

tion of the City's "boss," (Akim Tamiroff)

he impresses him with his fearlessness. He
is taken into the "party" and winds up

in a short time as an Alderman, an expert

at extortion.

From Alderman to Mayor, was a simple

step, accomplished merely by marrying his

secretary because "the Mayor must have a

wife." After six months of a business-

arrangement-marriage, love enters the

swanky apartment of hizzoner and with

love comes a creeping sense of duty and

distaste for the life he has been living.

Elected Governor, Donlevy informs his Boss

he is through with the "party." In a rage

Tamiroff attempts to kill him and is

thrown in jail.

Meanwhile, the "party" hearing of the

double-cross, exposes his former crimes

and the new Governor spends his first night

as such in the pokey, with a good chance
of staying there for twenty years. William

Demarest, the ward heeler, breaks the boss

and the governor out, and all three flee

to another country and wind up running

a saloon.

The film is not without a few tear-

jerking scenes, but it's really designed for

comedy—and comedy it is. Photography,

music, and the efforts of the entire tech-

nical crew are well expended. A bouquet
to Producer Paul Jones for another fine

film.

CAST: Brian Donlevy, Muriel Angelus,

Akim Tamiroff, Louis Jean Heydt, Harry

Rosenthal Arthur Hoyt, Libby Taylor, Thur:-

ton Hall, Steffi Duna, Esther Howard, Frank

C. Moran, Jimmy Conlin, Dewey Robinson,

Richard Carle, Mary Thomas, Drew Roddy,

Sheila Sheldon, William Demarest.

CREDITS: Producer, Paul Jones, Director,

Preston Sturges; Author, Preston Sturges;

with Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae Jon

George Cleveland

Monogram 70 Mi

PROGRAM OFFERING IS ENTERTAl
ING ATTRACTION FOR THE Hi 1

WEATHER TRADE.

Aimed at the nabe trade, this reft

has humor, some suspense, a fairly plai

ible story, and an agreeable cast to put

over. Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae Joi

and George Cleveland head the cast, w
the two teen-age stars giving a gc

account of themselves. Robert McGov
directed from a screenplay by Dorothy Re

Moran, office boy of the Brownsville Bu?

edited and published by George Clevela

does not believe his friend, Christian Ri

is guilty of the murder which he is ;

cused of. Miss Jones, Cleveland's nie

arrives to spend the summer and soon af

is helping Jackie in his campaign to fi

Rub and find the real killer. The two k

cause plenty of trouble, get themsel*

in the doghouse properly for muddling, I

finally come through with the goods i

uncover the real murderer.

CAST: Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae Jon

George Cleveland, Henry Hall, Christ

Rub, John St. Polis, Jessie Arnold, Hei

Roquemore, Marcelle Ray, Buddy Swan

CREDITS: Producer, William Lackey; I

rector, Robert McGowan; Screenplay, D
othy Reid; Story, Jack Leonard and Moi

Collins; Cameraman, Harry Neumann; E

tor, Russell Schoengarth.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPF
Good.

"One Night in Paris'
with John Lodge, Hugh Williams, Jc

Marion and Judy Kelly

Alliance 65 Mi
BRITISH-MADE MURDER MYSTE

YARN WHICH CAPABLY SUSTAINS I

TEREST TO THE END.

At the opening of a French musical, t

backer, Rene Nissen, is murdered. Fi

persons are suspected and any one of the

appear to have reason for wanting t

victim killed. John Lodge, portraying I

spector Bonnard, clears up the my_stt

in an exciting climax.

Very briefly, that's the story and i

well done in the English manner. A fi

dance routines are woven in while the i

spector seeks to unravel the mystery. Go
performances are turned in by Lodge, Hu
Williams (the victim), Judy Kelly, t

dancer, and Joan Marion. Picture shot

please most fans.

CAST: John Lodge, Hugh Williams, Jo

Marion, Judy Kelly, Franklyn Bellamy, E

ward Chapman, Edmond Breon, Steve Ger;

Wallace Geoffrey, Joss Ambler.
CREDITS: Director, Walter Summei

Screenplay, F. McGrew Willis; Cameram;
Otto Kanturek; Film Editor, Lionel Toi

linson.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPH
Good.

Cameraman, William Mellor, ASC; Art [

rectors, Hans Dreier and Earl Hedric

Editor, Hugh Bennett; Musical Score, Fre

erick Hollander.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPH
Very Good.
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jigreement"—Gov'l

{Continued from Pii<;.- 1)

consent of defendants, requests

vjthe adjournment of the trial of

:his suit to the first Monday in

October, October 7. Representa-
tives of both sides conferred

fefcring all of the past week and
substantial agreement has

;heen reached on the major por-

tion of the important provisions

:to be incorporated in a deci-ee.

"There are still one or two
: matters of importance which
(are presenting great difficulties.

-The negotiations are continuing

.in an effort to conclude an agree-

ment if possible in the near fu-
: tare. However, it will be im-
possible to present a proposed
decree prior to the time that it

is understood that Your Honor
i
will leave on your vacation.

"If the parties are able to

;
I
reach an agreement during your
vacation, the petitioner hopes
iyou will be available for the

consideration and entree of a

r
j. possible decree so that it may

." become operative at an early

*
:(
date."

i
Hopes to Satisfy Everybody

In response, Judge Goddard stated

jiat he had "informal talks with

^ 'i.rticipants on the subject of set-

mient" and that he would be "avail-

ile during the Summer." In con-

tusion, he said: "I hope that be-

(reen now and Oct. 1, we can work
it a decree to everybody's satis-

ction." Judge Goddard, it is un-

jj
yrstood, will vacation at his farm
Connecticut.

: Infoi-med Government sources,

le refusing to particularize on
difficulties were presented,

|.ated that the major hurdles re-
1 aining were an agreement on an
cape clause and whether the Gov-

i nment would take any steps
: i*ainst the "Little Three" who have
•Hispended their negotiations.

; i It was said that the escape clause

15 directly tied up with treatment of

.; fee three companies since the Big
ive are fearful that they may sus-

4 in a loss of business through en-

Mfoachments of the smaller compa-
es. The Big Five, therefore are

folding out for the right to drop
consent decree in the event that

s provisions prove comparatively
?.t> sadvantageous.

Resume Conferences Tomorrow
i
i k Final agreement on a large num-

i.i|jer of details referring to arbitra-

'Aior\, powers of the board, and juris-

ction also still remain. Confer-

ences will start again tomorrow be-

•:ti
-veen Government and defendants'

' ij?presentatives when the reaction
:•" higher ups to informal drafts on

•:' number of subjects will be re-

I orted and discussed. Special As-
-} stant Attorney Generals Paul Wil-

ams, James F. Hayes and Robert
her have discussed these drafts

^'ver the past week-end with Assis-
int Attorney General Thurman Ar-
old and defense attorneys with
jmpany executives.

HCLl_yW€CD
SPEAKING—
= By RALPH WILK =

—HOLLYWOOD
f^LARK GABLE will star in Metro's "Os-
^"' borne of Sing Sing," which King Vidor

will direct and John W. Considine, Jr., will

produce. This production, slated to be
one of the most important of the year at

the Culver City studios, will get under way
in the near future. Gable has just com-
pleted a co-starring role, with Spencer
Tracy, Claudette Colbert and Hedy Lamarr,

in "Boom Town."
• •

I^ARRYL ZANUCK, William Koenig, Rou-
*^ ben Mamoulian, Joan Bennett, Jack
Haley, Arthur S. Lyons, Henry Lehrman,
Margaret Ettinger, Otto Kruger, Harry

Green attended the preview of "The Man
I Married."

• •
OUR Passing Show: Henry Herzbrun,

George Raft, Raoul Walsh, Richard

Carle, Gordon Douglas, Edward F. Klein,

Nat Pendleton, E. D. Venturini and Hal

Yates watching the Hollywood Stars and

Portland Ducks in action at Gilmore field.

O •
DOBIN DEVAL, now working in "Ride,

* Tenderfoot, Ride" at Republic, has

been re-christened Patti Saks. The comely

blonde was discovered by Director Frank

McDonald of Republic while appearing in

a local stage production.

• •
A RCHIE MAYO, Al Green, Edward Lud-
** wig, Edward Small, George Bruce, Ann
Miller, Erie C. Kenton, Victor Mature, Rex

Lease, Jon Hall, Frances Langford, Edward

Ward, Rose Joseph and Cliff "Ukelele Ike"

Edwards were among the guests at the

preview of "South Of Pago Pago."

• •
DOY ROGERS, fully recovered from a

"^ tonsilectomy, is working in "Colorado,"

at Republic. George "Gabby" Hayes has

the comedy lead and Joe Kane is associate

producer and director.

• •
C. SYLVAN SIMON, M-G-M director, will

*^ spend a month's vacation in Tahiti

and the South Seas. He will be accom-

panied by Al Mannheimer, who will work

with him on developing an idea for an orig-

inal screenplay.

• •

f ENE AUTRY, Republic's singing cow-
^^ boy, is honor guest at the Minneap-

olis Aquatennial which closes July 28.

• •
A RTHUR HORNBLOW, Jr., producer of

** Paramount's "I Wanted Wings," Army
Air Corps training story, is negotiating with

Bud Rankin, Texas cattle king, for the use

of one of his huge ranches as a location

site for important sequences of the avia-

tion film.

• •
A NDREW STONE, directing Paramount's

** "There's Magic In Music," may estab-

lish a record for the use of youngsters in

a picture. Since the start of the film.

Stone has each dav used more than 250

youngsters from the ages of seven to

seventeen. Thus, in 25 days of shooting.

Stone has actually directed 6,250 boys and

girls.

There's Money
to be made
with good

SHORTS
Cash in on these box-

office money makers

issued this coming

season by Distributors.

What They Are

Who Makes Them

Who Has Them

Who Is In Them

When Released

How To Sell Them

and 101

Other Whos, Whats, Whens,

Hows and Wheres will be found

in the forthcoming

FILM DAILY
SHORT SUBJECTS

NUMBER
OUT WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
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Kuykendall Sees Tax

Exemption Near End
(Continued from Page 1)

tional co-operative effort rather than
individual brickbat throwing, such
as seems to prevail at the present
time. He predicted a removal of all

theater tax exemption by Jan. 1 and
told the convention that he believes
that the Government is "going after
the monopolistic setup of Ascap."
The convention was opened by

Mayor George C. Blume of Jack-
sonville and talks were made by H.
M. Richey, exhibitor relations direc-

tor for RKO; J. L. Cartwright, pub-
lic relations, Sparks Theaters, and
Willis Davis, public relations, Lucas
& Jenkins Theaters.

Richey made a plea for less criti-

cism of the film business within the
industry. He asked exhibitors to

re-dedicate themselves to re-selling

motion pictures to a public that
needs relaxation. Richey urged ex-

hibitors to "count ten" before say-
ing a destructive thing about the
business.

In advocating getting the most out
of every picture, Richey said early

buying by exhibitors would help
producers to give their full time to

production. "Any time wasted in

delayed buying will cost everyone
an unreasonable rate of interest,"

he asserted, adding that he hoped
producers decide on equitable poli-

cies of sales at once so that ex-

hibitors realize delayed buying can
be little more than unreasonably
costly.

Registration yesterday showed
more than 250 present.

In the afternoon, a golf tourna-

ment got under way at the San
Jose golf course with Riley Davis
and Guy A. Kenimer in charge. The
entertainment highlight of the open-

ing day's session was a shore din-

ner at the Copper Kettle at Jackson-

ville Beach last night.

Sam Neaman Hospitalized
Pittsburgh—Sam Neaman, of the

Roxy Theater, Natrona, has been

confined to the Montefiore Hospital

for the past week recovering from
a nose operation.

STORKS!
Chicago—Walter Moore, manager

of the McVicker's Theater, is the
father of a baby boy, named Walter
Moore, Jr.

Cleveland — Bill Brooks, recently

transferred from the local Para-
mount booking department to head
booker in Pittsburgh, is the father

of a daughter.

Cleveland—A daughter arrived last

week to make the family of former
Paramount ad sales manager, Bill

Twig, a three-cornered affair.

Indianapolis—George Bryan, assis-

tant manager, Advertising Acces-
sories Co., is the father of a boy
born in St. Vincent's Hospital here.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • O

|"\AVID LEWIS. Associate Producer. Born, Dec. 14, 1906 in Trinidad, East

*^ Indies. Travelled during early childhood. Attended Lincoln High School,

Seattle, Washington. Entered the University of Washington in 1925, one of

the youngest students to ever enroll at that college. Upon leaving school went
to New York to embark upon acting career. Gave up theater to join Para-

mount's East Coast Story Department in 1928. Came to Hollywood in 1929 to

work in same company's West Coast Story Department, under Ed Montaigne,

When Montaigne moved to RKO, Lewis followed.

Worked with Montaigne as production aide. In

1932 was made a producer under Merrian C.

Cooper. Producer Tom Keene Westerns and other

films. In 1934 joined the Irving Thalberg unit at

M-G-M as an Associate Producer. Acted in that

capacity on Spencer Tracy's first M-G-M picture,

"Riff Raff," with Jean Harlow. Made "Camille"

with Garbo. Upon Thalberg's death in 1937 trans-

ferred to Warners as Associate Producer under

Hal Wallis. Since then has supervised many of

the Lot's most important releases, including Bette

Davis' "Dark Victory," "The Sisters," and "All

This And Heaven Too." Other hits for Warners
are "Each Dawn I Die," and " 'Till We Meet
Again."

New Tele Channels
Assigned to DuMont, CBS

{.Continued from Page 1)

al rules from their Passaic and New
York stations respectively.
DuMont's new Washington sta-

tion will operate on new television
channel No. 1 (50,000-56,000) kilo-

cycles with 1 kilowatt power for
aural and visual transmission and its

New York station will use television
channel No. 4 (78,000-84,000 kilo-

cycles) with like power.
Coaxial cable will be used in trans-

mitting DuMont programs between
Washington and New York, it was
stated, and the Washington station
will test the practicability of pro-
viding satisfactory service to Wash-
ington and Baltimore from a single
transmitter.

Britain Abandons 'Dumps'
For Advance Shipments

(Continued from Page 1)

is to keep a supply of films on hand
a month in advance of release dates
at local branches and at emergency
bases already established.

Shortage of Quality Pix

Felt in Chicago Houses

Chicago—Shortage of quality pix
is a common complaint here. It's

instanced not only by the statements
of circuit operators but by the grow-
ing number of extended Loop runs as

well. Only two new pix this week
are "Untamed," at the Chicago, and
"One Million B. C," at the Apollo.

20ih-Fox Announces Two
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has acquired two new stories—"The Undercrust," a gangster
story with music, which Darrell
Ware and Karl Tunberg will adapt,
and "Small Town Editor."

Five Studios Start Six

Productions This Week
(Continued from Page 1)

Bressart, Ann Morriss and Donald
Meek.
At RKO: "Wagon Train," starring

Tim Holt.
At 20th Century-Fox: "The Cali-

fornian," starring Tyrone Power and
Linda Darnell.
At Warners: "Calling All Hus-

bands," with Ernest Truex, George
Reeves, Lucille Fairbanks, Virginia
Sale; "East of the River," starring
John Garfield with Brenda Marshall,
William Lundigan and Marjorie
Rambeau.
At Universal: "Men from Chey-

enne," featuring Johnny Mack Brown
with Nell O'Day and Fuzzy Knight.

"Little Three' to Ask
Trial of Equity Suit

(Continued from Page 1)

spokesman asserted, "we shall be
prepared to have the entire list of
issues tried, regardless of what set-
tlement steps are effected by the
other five defendants in the interim."

McCarrell Found Dead
Bedford, Ind.—H. E. McCarrell,

60, operator of theaters in this city
and Greencastle, Ind., and head of the
McCarrell Enterprises, was found
dead on the floor of the bathroom by
his widow.

Gary Cooper for "York" Film
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, stated

yesterday that it had closed negotia-
tions with Samuel Goldwyn for Gary
Cooper's services in "The Amazing
Story of Sergeant York." Deal was
in exchange for the services of Bette
Davis to act the Tallulah Bankhead
role in Goldwyn's "The Little Foxes."

Tagger Gets New 20-Fox Paci
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has signed Dean Jagger to a
long-term contract.

June Admission Tan<

Collections Higher

{Continued from Page 1)

compared to $1,491,260.37 for J
1939, a gain of $154,342.94.
June collection, however, is $1

492.45 less than the $1,791,09
collection for May, 1940.
Broadway figures increase'

both June, 1939, and the pr'

month of May, 1940. The J
1940, figures for the Broadway si

is reported at $521,903.81 compJ
to $457,258.12 for June, 1939, re*
senting a gain of $64,645.69. I

also $10,203.55 more than the $.;

700.26 collection for May, 1940.

3 J

"Fantasia" Will Require
At Least 3 Months More

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM D.'

Hollywood— With practically
footage on Walt Disney's new i\

length production, "Fantasia," in

inking, painting and camera dep
ments, the picture's directors
animators are currently at work
new short productions.
Although three months

should find "Fantasia" in a fa
J

complete state, it is not unlikely i
{

a little more time will be needed
the completion of the devices
special sound and varied unique
fects, which will be introduced
the public with the production.

Truck Strike in Michigai
Hits Accessory Deliverie

Detroit — Local strike of ti

drivers has hit the film business h
making delivery of supplies and
cessories problematical. Many pr
ium companies, hard hit, have

<

sorted to rail to deliver, especi

to up-state houses. Film delii

is not affected by the strike.

"Field Day" for N. J. Allied
New Jersev Allied will hoi

' field day" at West End, N. J.,

morrow. A golf tournament is sc'

uled for 10 a.m., to be followed 1.

business session in the aftern
Gala dinner is planned for the
ning. Distributors are donating
prizes. All functions are to be

(

at the Hollywood Hotel.

75 Cent Atlas Dividend
Notice has been sent by A

Corp. to its stockholders that a (

dend of 75 cents per share for
quarter ending Aug. 31, has 1

declared on the company's 6 per i

preferred stock, payable Aug. 3

holders of record at the close

business Aug. 20.

Des Moines, la.—Kenneth We
of Metro's branch staff was mar!
to Bibianne Hazlitt at Bethany,
Mrs. Weldon is employed in the
fice of Vitagraph, Inc., here.
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IEAVY ADMISSION TAX HITS U.K. THEATERS

VB Putting Top-Budget Pix Policy Up to Exhibs.

:cc

:.

pen Forums to Follow
sea Hawk" Screenings
Exchange Spots Aug. 5

Warners yesterday virtually de-
mined to put its future produc-
n of top-budget pix up to the na-
n's exhibs.

Selected as the cinematic "guinea

f by the company is the highly
ted and expensively produced
he Sea Hawk," with the plan an-
unced by Grad Sears, general sales
inager, calling for trade previews
the Errol Flynn starrer in the 37
arner exchange centers in the U.
and Canada on Aug. 5.

In an attempt to determine
(Continued on Page 3)

ew Grade A Pix,

ew England's Cry

Boston—"If you're looking for
ade A attractions, there is a defi-

te product shortage in New Eng-
nd," an important industry figure,

icing the general reaction here,
Id Film Daily yesterday.
"If you're just looking for film,

e market is lousy with it. Total
421 features, including foreigns

{Continued on Page 6)

Gallup Duals Poll Report
o Goldwyn in Four Wks.

•

I

Poll on double features conducted
i Dr. George Gallup's American In-
itute of Public Opinion for Sam-
2I Goldwyn is nearing completion.
eport on the survey is expected to
1 turned over to Goldwyn within
ie next four weeks.

Proper Etiquette

If a Nazi Calls
London (By Airmail) — Emily Post,

please note! British Ministry of In-
formation has just released a short,
"Miss Cibb Coes to the Door," which
by practical demonstration shows the
proper etiquette if suddenly confronted
by Nazi parachutists. Cast includes
Nelly Bowman, Phyllis Morris and Man-
ning Whiley, latter as the Nazi spy.
Pix was shot at Denham, with Brian
Desmond directing.

Canadian Currency Regulations Kill Biz
frotn Dominion for Detroit Film Theaters

Detroit—New border regulations on currency have totally killed the business enjoyed

by local downtown theaters from Canadiaa patrons — often to grosses as high as

several hundred dollars in Canadian bills in a day.

New Canadian regulations forbid any Canadian to take out money from Canada
for any pleasure or vacation purposes, and are being strictly enforced, checkup indicates.

Majors' Counsel Get Para. Partners Hit

Arnold Views Today Consent Proposals

Special Assistant Attorney Gen-
erals Paul Williams, James F.

Hayes, and Robert Sher arrived yes-

terday from Washington after con-

ferences over the week-end with
Assistant Attorney General Thur-
man Arnold on preliminary drafts

of various consent decree subjects.

They will report back on Arnold's
views to defense attorneys on re-

newal of conferences today.

Attorneys for the defendants con-

ferred in the absence of Government
representatives yesterday on the re-

actions of film executives to these

drafts.

Deal for "Tobacco Road"
May be Closed This Week

Objections to the proposed consent
decree provisions reportedly were ex-

pressed by Paramount's theater
partners in the South who are hold-

ing meetings here following week-
end sessions in Atlantic City. Two
of the provisions are considered
especially drastic. Meetings held
yesterday will be continued today.

One of the provisions to which the

partners are said to be opposed is

the one which states that "no dis-

tributor shall offer for lease more
(Continued on Page 8)

O. Henry Briggs Again
Heads Pathe Laboratories

Screen rights to "Tobacco Road"
were reported yesterday to have been

obtained by 20th Century-Fox. Con-
tracts have been drawn up, but

signatures have not yet been affixed,

although consummation of the deal

may come this week. Camera work
(Continued on Page 3)

0. Henry Briggs was re-named
president of Pathe Laboratories,

Inc., by the company's directors at

a session held immediately following
the annual stockholders' meeting in

Bound Brook, N. J., yesterday after-

noon.
Kenneth M. Young, who formerly

held the post of vice-president and
treasurer, was elected to serve as the
organization's board chairman, while

(Continued on Page 6)

SETOA Hits Block otS Plan
Exhib. Unit Asks Trial of U. S. Tax Scale

French Governm'nt Orders
Jean Zay Court Martialed

Vichy, France (By Cable)—Court
martial of Jean Zay, former Minister
of National Education, has been
ordered by the French Government
here which charges him with desert-

ing the army.
Zay was mobilized for active ser-

(Continued on Page 6)

By RICHARD MOFFETT
FILM DAILY Staff Correspondent
Jacksonville, Fla.—Reported inclu-

sion in the proposals for a consent
decree to settle the New York equity

suit of a provision for the sale of

pictures in blocks of five drew fire

at the SETOA convention here yes-

terday.
The convention by a unanimous

vote went on record as opposing the
(Continued on Page 4)

Gov't Aims for Additional

£4,000,000 a Year Through
Levy; "Flesh" Gets Breaks

London (By Cable) — Bri-
tain's second supplementary-
war budget, and the first to be
presented under the aegis of Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer Sir Kingsley
Wood, was introduced in the House
of Commons yesterday as film inter-

ests throughout the United Kingdom
waited tensely to ascertain the na-
ture and extent of the proposed
levies on admissions.

It was learned specifically that
the new emergency budget is geared
to yield the Government approxi-
mately three times the current
revenue from amusement sources or
about six million pounds during the
year commencing Oct. 6, next. The
current year's revenue from the en-

(Continued on Page 4)

Northwest Allied

Membership Rift!

Minneapolis — With reports rife

here that Northwest Allied faces a

membership split, largely over policy

differences but with personality is-

sues also involved, the unit's new
administration, headed by Prexy E.

L. Peaslee and Business Manager
(Continued on Page 3)

RKO Will Establish Own
Exchange in Puerto Rico

RKO will operate its own ex-
change in San Juan for distribution

in Puerto Rico and Santo Domingo
after Sept. 1. New company has
been organized with Ned E. Seckler

(Continued on Page 6)

Merchant-Sponsored
Circus in Indiana

Bluffton, Ind.—Local theaters do not
expect any business tomorrow. The
Robbins Brothers Circus will give three
free performances, at 10:30 a.m., 2 p.m.,

and 8 p.m. Merchants sponsored the
circus, in connection with a Dollar Day
sale.
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Never Heard of 'Tomorrow/
Asserts 'U' in Suit Reply

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2y2%>
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 63/4 6% 63,4 + l/4
East. Kodak 119'/2 119!/4 119'/2 — Vz
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9 9 9
Loew's, Inc 24V4 24i/4 24l/4 + '/4
do pfd
Paramount 478 4% 4%
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. . 7Vi 7V2 7'/2
Pathe Film 73^ 7% 7% — V4
RKO New 3 2% 3
20th Century-Fox ... 6% 6}/e 6'/8
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd 78 78 78 — 1

Warner Bros

do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46.10O 100 100 — V4
Loew's deb. 3y2 s46. . 102'/2 102V2 102l/

2

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3'/4s47 85 84

V

4 85 + 1

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 80'/2 793^ 793^ + %
NEW YORK CURB MARKET

Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 9% 9% 95/8
Trans-Lux 1 1 1

Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45.. 63V2 65'/2

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 56 60

Oklahoma City, Okla.—Universal
has filed a pleading- in Federal Court
denying it exposed Fozie Rahal, pub-
lisher of "Tomorrow," local magaz-
ine to public contempt and ridicule

by use of a magazine of the same
name in the film, "Charlie McCar-
thy, Detective."

Rahal, in his suit, asked $50,000
damages from Universal, Standard
Theaters Corp., et al, because the
editor of the film version of the
magazine, named Arthur Eldridge,
was depicted as "a lawless, un-
scrupulous and unworthy individual"
who secretly advanced the purpose
of gangsters and racketeers.

Rahal's petition said the motion
picture contained various photo-
graphs of a magazine, "Tomorrow,"
similar in size and design to several
issues of his publication.

In its answer, Universal denied
Rahal's charge that it was on the
local magazine's mailing list and
that it had any knowledge of the
existence of such a publication.

U. S. Indie Poster Service
Planning Exchange System

Minneapolis — U. S. Independent
Poster Service, recently organized,
will open an exchange here about
Aug. 5. The company, headed by
Ben Marcus, Wisconsin circuit oper-
ator, has already taken over the
Wisconsin Poster Service, Milwau-
kee, and the Independent Poster Ser-
vice Co., Chicago. It will establish
a factory in Chicago to manufac-
ture various types of accessories.

Within the next six months, it is

said additional exchanges will be
opened in Detroit, Indianapolis,
Cleveland, Kansas City and Cincin-
nati.

Associated with Marcus are I. E.
Sarnoff, his partner in the Emeness
Circuit, and Frank Fischer, poster
exchange man.

Rundell, Former Partner
Of M. E. Comerford, Dead

Siegel to Testify Before

Trial of Plagiarism Suit

Federal Judge John W. Clancy yes-

terday directed M. J. Siegel, presi-

dent of Republic Productions, Inc.,

Harold Shumate, E. E. Passmore,
Wells Root, and Jon Fortune to tes-

tify July 31 in Hollywood in a be-

fore trial hearing in the plagiarism

suit brought by Marquis James
against Republic. James claims

that the Sam Houston biography
"The Raven" was infringed in Repub-
lic's "Man of Conquest."

Para. Affiliate Adds
Two Minnesota Houses

Minneapolis — Minnesota Amuse-
ment Co., Paramount affiliate, has
purchased the Paramount, St. Cloud,

and the Garden, Hibbing, it is dis-

closed by Prexy John J. Friedl. In

addition, the company will rehabili-

tate six houses in Duluth, Moorhead,
Mankato, Winoa and Hibbing.

Friedl is expected to reopen the

Palace here on or about Sept. 1;

house was recently acquired under
lease from the Benz interests. Grind
policy is in prospect.

Italian Buying Control

Rep. on Torpedoed Ship

London (By Airmail)—P. Alliata,

representative here of the Italian

Buying Control and as such widely
known in the industry, went down
with the Arandora Star, torpedoed
by a German sub.

Bausch & Lomb Earnings Up
Rochester—Bausch & Lomb, for

the six months ended June 30 re-

ports earnings of $767,284, equal
after 5 per cent preferred dividends
to $1.54 a common share. In the

first six months of 1939, net earn-
ings were $554,743.

COmmC and GOIf

WILLIAM C. GEHRING, 20th-Fox di

manager, left last night for Chicago to

tiate with B & K on new season prodt

GEORGE RAFT arrived in New York yestt
|

CHARLES STERN, Eastern district ma
|

of United Artists, left yesterday for

through the New England territory. He <

to be gone about two weeks.

JAMES ROOSEVELT left for the Coast
day after delaying his scheduled departs

Saturday.

HARRY GOETZ is back from Hollywood.

JOE PENNER left for the Coast yesterd;

train.

PEGGY MORAN and CONSTANCE MOO
turn to Hollywood today.

WILLIAM HEENAN, of the Peerless ex

Philadelphia, is in town.

A. A. SCHUBART, manager of RKO's exel

operations, returned yesterday from the Mi(

and South.

WILLIAM F. RODGERS, M-C-M general

manager, will be back at his desk torn

after an extensive Western trip.

Kuykendall Welcomes N
Allied as Unit of MPTO/

On behalf of MPTOA's boarc

directors and officers, Ed Kuyl
dall yesterday, in a prepared st

ment, welcomed the organizati
youngest unit, Allied Theater O
ers of New York. Admission of

Max Cohen group was regarded
"an important step in the ste

growth of the MPTOA as a natic

association." "We mutually ber

from this active membership," K"

kendall declared.

Pathe News Exec. Returns

Frank Donovan, Pathe News v

president, has returned to New Y^

headquarters from a business tri]

the Coast, where he has been sui

vising work on the "Picture Peoi

series.

Auto Giveaway Pulling

Better Than Cash Game

Chicago—Auto giveaways in some
spots are out-drawing Bank Night,

according to John J. Doerr of Al-

liance Theaters Corp. which oper-

ates a string of houses in Illinois,

Indiana and Wisconsin.

Binghamton—Fred Dean Rundell,
49, former partner of the late M. E.
Comerford, Scranton, Pa., theater
chain owner, died yesterday in his

home in Owego. After a career as
a newspaperman, Rundell joined
forces with Comerford in purchase
of Sayre Theater, Sayre, Pa., Wav-
erly Theater, Waverly. N. Y., and
Tioga Theater, Owego.

Rundell disposed of his interest

in the theaters in 1930, but in 1933
reassumed interest in Comerford or-
ganization by serving as manager of

Tioga Theater. He retired a year
ago through ill health. He served
as Tioga County Democratic chair-

man from 1932 to 1934.

Para. Renews Schertzinger's Pact
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Director Victor

Schertzinger has had his contract
with Paramount renewed for another
year.
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ier Warners can safely continue

ake high-budgeted attractions

£ilar calibre and be assured a

ble return on its investment

.|the domestic market. Sears

address the various exhib. as-

lies by means of a special trans-

lental telephone hookup,

lowing the screenings, the corn-

branch managers will hold

forum discussions with those

Jing, to devise ways and means

by both the exhibitor and the

butor can realize the maximum
is on not only this feature, but

• hers of this standard which the

any is contemplating produc-
' the domestic market proves it

'.upport them.
ae company feels," stated Sears,

it is only through the corn-

support of both the exhibitor

public that it can continue to

out this type of expensive and
iwhile screen merchandise and
t to stay in business."

inovision Chartered
Delaware Corporation

ver, Del.—Phonovision Corpora-
of America has been incorpo-
as a Delaware company with a

alization of $1,000,000 in $100
s and an additional issue of
shares of no par value.

Radio Field Men in City

fee of RKO Radio's field force
A the Home Office working on
t deals for their respective
ories. They are Walter Bran-
midwestern district manager;
Nolan, St. Louis branch man-
and Sol Sachs, exchange man-
at Dallas.

Travelogue Series

.Iter Bibo announces the prepa-
n of a series of travelogues to

ailed "Travelcades" which will

nnpleted under the supervision
lack Kemp, and printed with
iNew Magnacolor Process.

From

THE FILM

DAILY to

Alan Curtis
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• • • YE Radio City Music Hallites were back to normal

yesterday following an event on Monday night which had

a decided O. Henry twist The entire staff which annually

entertains hundreds of thousands in the intimate li'l 6,200-seater

was in turn entertained at its 1940 Roof Party On the vast recrea-

tion roof the "noble 600" (a far from light brigade) as-

sembled in the glow of multi-colored lanterns and witnessed

movies, guest acts and danced to the music of a torrid swing

band Gus Eysell, right bower of the in absentia W. G. Van

Schmus pinch hit as host and a grand time was had by all.

T T
• • • FOR many years our industry's promotional legions

have both suggested or sponsored "Treasure Hunts"

of one kind or another and that thought leads us to an-

other O. Henry twist namely, a treasure looking for someone

to come and get it To be specific we happen to know
that the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co is anxious to learn

the whereabouts of Frank E. Jones who in 1932 was the

manager of the New Gates Theater o'er at 856 Gates Ave., Brook-

lyn The said Mr. Jones, if he can be located, will reportedly

receive a nice check from a now-matured insurance policy

Anybody got info or a clue 'bout where Mister Jones can

be found? Please advise the insurance company

T T
• • • DID'JA lamp that editorial yes'day a.m. in the New York

Times under the heading "Laughter, Ever Young"? Its con-

cluding sentence is both a sound suggestion to filmland and a

tribute to Charlie Chaplin whom the editorial prominently men-

tions: "May those who seek to divert us today learn from

their forerunners of yesterday —he who offers to his fellows the

priceless gift of laughter is also a good citizen and a patriot"

T T T
• • • STUFF: Si Seadler and Tom Gerety exchanging

warm greetings in the warm subway (as though these Leo-ites

hadn't seen one another for years!) . . . .Martin Starr at the World's

Fair looking more dapper than Grover Whalen The T. J.

Vincents of Pittsburgh (he the G.M. of the quartet of stands

operated by Dr. C. E. Herman in Carnegie, Pa.) issuing invites

to their Silver Wedding Anniversary party in the Smoky City

next Monday Fred Macomber, designer of pix celebs' homes,

disembarking from a Sugar Hill, N. H., train vestibule upon ar-

riving at that town from Hollywood to supervise remodelling of

Butternut Lodge (Bette Davis' summer home) Larry Clinton

all set to lead his band at the Aug. 9 Screen Publicists Guild

dance Barney Oldfield, movie editor and critic of the Lincoln

(Neb.) Sunday Journal and Star, previewing himself in uniform
before goin' to Camp Ripley, Minn., for army maneuvers Aug.
4-24 Rudy Vallee being roundly feted at a birthday "pardy"

given for him last night at the Strand Bob Maxwell (pro-

motional solon for "Superman" which will soon invade the cellu-

loid realm) collecting life preservers before leaving for a Mon-
tauk fishing trip,—and it might be well for the fish to follow

suit Dear Lynn: How's about a post card from Plattsburg?

Jack Level (RKO) will be glad to know that the U. S.

Marines dug no divots with their bayonets on the Timber Point,

L. I., golf course during their week-end invasion While
Helen Claire, Fox Movietone's fashion commentator, is vacation-

ing, Selena Royle will "sub"

Northwest Allied

Membership Rift!

(Continued from Page 1)

Fred Strom, has mapped a course of

action that calls for:
1. A determined drive to fully or-

ganize the state on a low dues basis.

This is a radical departure from the
policy followed under Al Steffes'

leadership, the latter favoring a com-
pact membership and stiff dues.

2. An attack upon high film rent-

als and percentage terms, the new
administration claiming that rentals
in this territory are up to 50 per cent
more than elsewhere. The changed
business situation will be advanced
as the reason for reductions when
the case is presented to exchanges.

Reports in the trade persist that
a number of exhibs. heretofore in-

fluential in Northwest Allied's ranks
are prepared to "take a walk."
Whether that means a rival exhib.
organization will take shape here is

problematical, but there are reports
that its formation is being talked.

Deal for "Tobacco Road"
May be Closed This Week

(Continued from Page 1)

is tentatively set to start in Febru-
ary.

"Tobacco Road" made its Broad-
way debut on Dec. 4, 1933, and will

end its record-breaking run on Aug.
17. As of yesterday, 2,847 perform-
ances had been given, beating the
record previously set by "Abie's
Irish Rose" by more than 500 shows.
New York gross of the play is said

to have been approximately $2,500,-

000, while road companies have
reaped $3,000,000. New road com-
pany stai'ts out in September, open-
ing in Buffalo's Erlanger Theater on
Sept. 16.

Expect SWG, Producers
To Complete Pact Today

West Coast Bureau, of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Representatives of

Screen Writers Guild and producers
are to meet today to complete de-

tails covering a short-term contract.
It is understood agreements will

only cover major points and that a
committee will handle new develop-
ments as they occur. It is believed
the Guild will get Guild shop and
authority to allocate screenplay
credits.

« « €4 ** %> **

Equine First Night
The movies are not going to the dogs,

but rather, to the horses. First equine
first night on record is reported by George
Hunt, manager of Loew's Theater, Louis-

ville. Hunt set up portable equipment
in a blue grass racing stable and screened
M-G-M's "Sporting Blood" for nine

mares. Reporters for the Louisville

papers noted carefully the reactions of

the mounts as they viewed their Holly-

wood "cousins" on the screen.
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SETOA Hits Block

Of Five Pix Plan

{Continued from Page 1)

reported block of five plan, sup-
posedly originating with the De-
partment of Commerce. The resolu-
tion pointed out that the plan would
take from the exhibs. the 20 per
cent cancellation right now enjoyed,
and further pointed out that fre-

quently the group would include only
one reallv good picture.

The SETOA also went on record
as opposing any lowering of Fed-
eral admission tax exemption until

the present scale, which starts the
tax at 21 cents, has had a 12 months'
trial.

Resolution asserted that lowering
of the exemption—there have been
suggestions that it be wholly elim-
inated—would impose taxes on chil-

dren's admissions and work a hard-
ship on persons of low income, and
additionally not bring the increased
revenue expected.
M. C. Moore was re-elected presi-

dent for his fifth consecutive term.
Other officers named were: Tom
Brandon, Titusville, Fla., secretary;
Col. Thomas C. Orr, Albertville.

Ala., treasurer; and Oscar C. Lam,
representative to the MPTOA board.

Talks at the closing session were
made by Louis 0. Gravely, Jr., U.
S. Treasury Department, speaking
on the defense tax; Eddie Golden,
vice-president of Monogram, on "The
Future of the Independent Producer";
Nat Williams, of Thomasville, Ga.,

Mitchell Wolfson, of Miami; and
George F. Dembow, of National
Screen Service. More than 250 at-

tended the two-day convention.

Conn MPTO to Poll State
On End of Tax Exemption
New Haven—MPTO of Connecti-

cut will poll State exhibs. on the

proposal to eliminate all exemption
from Federal amusement taxes as

a result of action taken at the unit's

meeting here this week.
Resolutions were adopted on the

death of Abraham Fishman, pioneer

indie exhib. and founder of the Fish-

man circuit.

Eddie Golden Starts Swing
Around Monogram Branches
Edward A. Golden, general sales

manager of Monogram Pictures, af-

ter attending the SETOA conven-
tion, left last night to preside over
a series of regional sales meetings.
Golden arrives in Atlanta today,

where on Saturday, July 27, he will

officiate at a meeting of the Atlanta,

Memphis, Charlotte and New Or-
leans branches.
He will then return to New York

for a week, departing again on Aug.
2 for Albany, Buffalo and Cleveland.

During the week of Aug. 11, the

Mono, sales chief will cover the De-
troit, Chicago and Milwaukee ex-

changes; followed by a tour of the

Des Moines, Omaha and Minneap-
olis branches the week of Aug. 19.

Golden will visit Seattle, Portland
and San Francisco the week of Aug.

Heavy Tax Hits U.K. Theaters
All Seats Over Threepence Are Affected

(Continued from Page 1)

tertainment field taxes is estimated
at some two million pounds, which
means that the new levies are aimed
at bringing in an additional four mil-
lion pounds.

Affects All Seats Over Threepence

Additionally, it is disclosed that
all seats over threepence will be
affected by the newly proposed legis-
lation which will with virtual cer-
tainty become law because of the
Government's dictatorial powers over
all Britons and their personal pos-
sessions.

The current scale in force exempts
from taxation all film admissions up
to and including sixpence. Over that
sum and under seven and a half pence
the tax is one and a half pence; from
seven and a half to 10 pence, two-
pence; 10 to one shilling halfpenny,
two and a half pence; exceeding one
shilling halfpenny and to and in-

cluding one shilling threepence,
threepence; exceeding the latter the
tax is now one and a half pence for
the first one shilling three pence and
one penny for every five pence or
part of five pence over one shilling

threepence.
What the exact levies will be to

supplant the foregoing scale has not
yet been revealed, but that they will

be very appreciable upswings is

patent in view of the amount set by

the Government as its essential ob-

jective with respect to the film field.

"Flesh" Favored Over Films

The legitimate theater will fare

better on the new levies, preferential

terms having been devised, which
means that cinemas will have to bear
the major share of the new enter-

tainment taxation.
The effect of the series of drastic

taxation measures embodied in the

supplementary budget estimates is

sweeping, and directly or indirectly,

the impact will be felt severely by
all in the trade here.

The income tax rate is boosted
5 per cent to 42^ per cent, and the

income tax hereafter will be deducted
on salaries at the source every week
or month; a new "purchase tax,"

revolutionary in nature, is introduced,

and calls for 33 1/3 per cent on
wholesale values or 24 per cent on the
retail price of luxuries and 12 per
cent on the retail prices of non-lux-
ury items.

Additionally, there are increased
taxes on tobacco, beer and wine,
while surtaxes are raised to a peak
rate of 18 shillings a pound, or about
$3.70 out of every $4, assuring that
the Government will get 9/10th of
incomes in excess of $80,000.
A proposed sales tax was with-

drawn for revision.

Affiliated Enterprises

Ruling Eliminates Surtax

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—U. S. Board of Tax

Appeals yesterday ruled that Af-
filiated Enterprises, Inc., original

promoters of Bank Night, was not
a personal holding company and
thus not subject to a surtax. The
board held also that $19,500 in 1935
and $33,800 in 1936 paid to the
wives of two of its officers could not
be deducted as a legitimate expense,
but allowed a total of $6,600 for

this purpose.
The Internal Revenue Bureau

found a total deficiency of $60,540
against Affiliated Enterprises, but
the board's decision elimiated $45,-

072.48 listed as surtax. The board's
decision recited that Affiliated En-
terprises' gross income in 1934
was, $116,982.17, in 1935, $364,465.41
and in 1936, $770,558.31.

Re-names Four for Counties
Oklahoma City — Gem theater

Nashville, Ark., is now the Howard;
the Amusu, Fordyce, Ark., is now
the Dallas; the American, Wilburton,
is now the Latimer, and the Pines,
Waldron, Ark., is now the New Scott,

as a result of K. Lee Williams' de-

cision to re-name the four houses
in as many county seat towns after

the respective counties.

25, and following this meeting will

head for Los Angeles, Salt Lake
City, Denver, Kansas City, Dallas,

Oklahoma City, St. Louis, Indian-
apolis, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and
New York City.

New Financing Scheme
To Preserve Baird Tele

London (By Air Mail)—Holders
of the 5 per cent stock in Baird
Television have voted in favor of
a scheme to raise new capital for
the company and preserve it from a
forced sale. If sold at the present
time, proceeds would possibly repay
loans, but leave nothing for holders
of preferred or common stock.

Gaumont British Corp. had agreed
to subscribe at par for the whole
of the proposed issue of 30,000
pounds of first debentures to be cre-
ated under the plan. Capital would
be increased to 368,250 pounds, con-
sisting of 326,500 articipating pref-
erence shares of one pound; 80,000
redeemable preference shares of 5s,

and 870,000 deferred shares of 6d;
the first to carry 10 per cent non-
cumulative dividend, the second
class to carry no dividend but re-
deemable at par after payment of
the dividend on the first class; the
deferred shares entitling the hold-
ers to any balance of profits re-
maining.

A first debenture of 30,000 pounds
at five per cent is to be created, the
redeemable preferred shares to be
issued to the unsecured creditors,
with deferred common shares being
issued to the members of the com-
pany. The scheme is expected to
preserve to the unsecured creditors
and members a small participation
in the assets of the company when
tele transmission in the United
Kingdom is resumed.

6KPL0ITETTE
Governor, Mayor Aid
In Exploiting Hardy Film

Billy Saxton of Loew's Baltim
arranged a four-day "Smiles" e I

test in the News-Post, with da
pictures and story with offer of c,

and guest tickets for "Andy Ha
Meets Debutante." He obtaii

telegrams from the Governor*
Maryland, the Mayor of Baltiif
and others offering congratulati
to the Hardys on their third ar
versary in pictures. These he |
blown up and placed in the lot

He also promoted a 40-pound bii

day cake which was displayed in
lobby and cut by the Mayor, ne
papers covering the stunt.

Radio Voice Contest
For "New Moon" in Clevela
A radio voice contest to find

local Jeanette MacDonald and J

son Eddy was the the highlight
the "New Moon" campaign put o
by Everett Steinbuch and Joe Loi
for its Loew's State, Clevela
showing. Record receptacles w
also made up carrying copy and
on the film, and several thousand
these were distributed through
sic and department stores.

Card Gag for Women
Helps "Susan and God"
As part of his "Susan and G

campaign, Ed Fitzpatrick, Loe
Poli, Waterbury, Conn., had an
tractive girl pass out small wl
cards to women in shops and al<

busy streets. The cards carried
message: "Having domestic tr

bles ? Don't go home to Mothe
Call Susan at 3-7632." The f

brought a flood of phone calls
the theater.

Vivien Leigh Double
Contest for "Waterloo Bridi
A contest to find a local dot

for Vivien Leigh netted plenty
newspaper space for William
Langdon, Paramount, Kankal
111., as part of his "Waterloo Brid
campaign. Langdon also conduc
a mustache-raising contest, us
Robert Taylor's new hirsute adc
ment in the film as his basis.

MacDonald-Eddy Week
Promotes "New Moon"
A MacDonald-Eddy week, a

brated among local music stores,

suited in some splendid displ

plugging the "New Moon" show:
at the Strand, York, Pa., as pari

Edward Moore's campaign for
M-G-M musical.

Free Trip to World's Fair
Gets Free Space for Hardy 1

A guessing contest with the E
Jewelers was used by Ray Bell

Loew's Capitol, Washington, to Is

mote a free, three-day trip to
New York World's Fair, as exp
tation for "Andy Hardy Meets
butante." Participants in the (

test were asked to guess the num
of persons who would attend
showing of the film at the Cap:
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The Ramparts We
Watch"

• March of Time 90 Mins.

iUSING HISTORICAL SAGA WHOSE
tLINESS AND APPEAL MAKE IT

ONG B. 0. ATTRACTION,

ierging on the American scene and

i-n at a time of vital importance to the

n's welfare, "The Ramparts We Watch"
vitally important picture not only to

public but to the industry itself. To
:nces everywhere in the land, it will

B exciting, revealing and indelibly im-

,iu as it unfolds the amazing events

h transpired from 1914 until the con-

on of the first World War.
nong the many virtues of the picture

e superb opportunity it offers the ex-

or in the matter of b.o. promotion, for

an exploitation property de luxe. Every

/man worthy of the name will grab

ses galore. Power of the film, aside from

imeliness and wide appeal, spring from

prestige of the March of Time among
sns of all ages. These are certain to

;ager to view this first full-length fea-

produced by the M of T staff. The
.'It is an industry milestone,—the col-

rative effort of Louis de Rochemont,

produced and directed it, and Roy

.arsen, publisher of Life and president

"ime, Inc.

his is no ordinary retrospective exposi-

of America's role in that conflict, but

lique and rousing saga which points the

. to solution of our present day problems
' :h find the United States fettered by un-

oaredness, victimized by controversy,

unduly smug in the attitude that what
appening in Europe is of no particular

:ern to us.

iaj. George Fielding Eliot, author of the

k, "The Ramparts We Watch: A Study

the Problems of American Defense,"

ch inspired the photoplay, expresses the

faction's theme as "the need for the

pie of America to think, not only now
'"time of trouble, but always, in good

s and bad, about the security of the

ublic."—and think they will surely do

ifter witnessing the film which is as time-

as the Present, and as American as

nouth Rock.
L o assure that no jarring note of "staged

on" would creep into the footage, rel-

ely obscure players,—in most instances

townfolks of New Haven, Conn., where
nes were made,—were used in the cast.

! result is a happy one, for the entire

tosphere created is one of authenticity,

the feeling is evoked that one is look-

privately into the lives and behavior of

|
ryday, average people. Characterizations

splendid and convincing.

ssentially the film's story is episodic,

:losing the reactions of a typical Amer-
n community to World War No. 1, both
ore U. S. participation and after joining

Allies.

, nterspersed skillfully among the se-

nces dealing with the war and pre-war
Is, tribulations and emotional reactions

the townfolks depicted are gripping se-

n:es chiefly of a newsreel nature, culled

m unexplored material in the archives of

nation's capital, the Imperial War
iseum at London, and the Archives

lematographiques in Paris. Louis de
chemont has welded this footage, and
original sequences made, into a brilliant

tern. "The Ramparts We Watch" is

"Murder In The Night"
with Jack La Rue, Sandra Storme,

Bernard Lee
Film Alliance 70 Mins.

IMPORTED BRITISH CROOK MELLER
WILL SERVE AS PROGRAM OFFERING
FOR NABES.

There is a sufficient amount of suspense
and interest in this British-made crook
meller to make it okay for program spots

in nabe houses. The cast, headed by Jack
La Rue, is adequate, although with the

exception of La Rue, the English accents
are pretty thick at times. Picture could
have been helped by a speed up in the

story's pace.

Sandra Storme, an attractive English girl,

Bernard Lee, Martin Walker and James
' Hayter are the principal members of La

j

Rue's supporting cast. Film was directed

j

by Norman Lee.

La Rue, ex-American gangster, runs a

i

night club in London which also serves as

a blind for a jewel racket. Miss Storme's

husband is murdered and when Walker, a

Scotland Yard man, starts his investigation

he discovers that Miss Storme, who works
as a hostess in La Rue's club, was the dead

man's wife. She agrees to help the police

trap the killers, with suspicion pointing at

La Rue and his gang. There is a fast climax

which disposes of La Rue and clears up all

mysteries.

CAST: Jack La Rue, Sandra Storme,

Bernard Lee, Martin Walker, James Hayter,

Googie Withers, Drue Leyton, A. O'Connell,

Edmon Ryan, F. Lister, Alf Goddard.

CREDITS: Producer, Walter C. Mycroft;

Director, Norman Lee; Screenplay, F. M.
Willis; Cameraman, C. F. Greene; Editor,

E. B. Jarvis.

DIRECTION, O.K. PHOTOGRAPHY, O.K.

a must see attraction for all audiences,

and a must book picture for all outlets.

CAST: John Adair, John Sommers, Julia

Kent, Ellen Prescott, C. W. Stowell, Ethel

Hudson, Frank McCabe, Myra Archibald,

Edward Wragge, Alfredo U. Wyss, Mar-
guerite Brown, Georgette McKee, Robert

Rapelye, Harry C. Stopher, Jane Stuart,

Elliott Reid, Augusta Durgeon, Albert Gat-

tiker, H. G. Brady, Thomas S. Bernie, Jr.,

Richard McCracken, Lorenzo Gallant, David

Dean, George Jackson, H. G. Westcott, A.

A Nourie, E. C. Lucey, Gordon Hall,

Reginald Reynolds, Harry Feltcorn, Rev.

Byron Ulric Hatfield, Andrew Bizub, Ben-

jamin Semoskay, W. J. Londregan, Thomas
McElarney, Gabriel Kerekes, Louis de Roche-

mont 3rd.

CREDITS: Producer and Director, Louis

de Rochemont; Associate Producer, Thomas
Orchard; Associate Directors, James L.

Shute, Shepard Traube, George R. Black,

Beverly Jones; Editor, Lothar Wolff; Script,

Robert L. Richards, Cedric R. Worth; Com-
mentator, Westbrook Van Voorhis; His-

torical Research, Samuel W. Bryant, Jr.;

Technical Advisor, Capt. Reed M. Fawell,

U. S. N.; Production Manager, James L.

Wolcott; Costumes, David Pardoll, Mar-
guerite Brown; Cameramen, Charles E. Gil-

son, John A. Geisel; Sound, David Y. Brad-

shaw, Kenneth Hawk; Musical Score, Louis

De Francesco, Jacques Dallin, Peter Brunelli;

Musical Direction, Louis De Francesco; Pro-

duction Representatives from T.me and
Life, Roy E. Larsen, William D. Geer.

DIRECTION, Skillful. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fine.

"The Ranger And The
Lady"

with Roy Rogers, George "Gabby" Hayes,

Jacqueline Wells
Republic 59 Mins.

ENTERTAINING WESTERN HAS AC-
TION, FINE PHOTOGRAPHY AND BACK-
GROUNDS AND AN ABLE CAST.

Excellent photography, new locations and
plenty of action, capably taken care of by

an able cast, make this release first class

fare for the western fans. Roy Rogers'

popularity should be enhanced by the film

as he mops up the villains with a flourish

and puts over a couple of songs nicely.

Rogers is supported by his sidekick,

George "Gabby" Hayes, Jacqueline Wells,

who is an attractive addition to the Rog-

ers entourage, Si Jenks, and Harry Woods
and Henry Brandon, both first class villains.

Joseph Kane gets credit as the producer

and director, with Reggie Lanning respon-

sible for the photography.

Rogers and Hayes are members of the

Texas Rangers. Brandon imposes unjust

taxes on traders in the absence of Sam
Houston, president of the Republic of Texas.

Rogers enforces the trade tax, although it

is against his principles, in order to stay

on as a Ranger so he can combat Brandon

and his gang.

Jacqueline Wells and her wagon train fall

in Rogers' toils, but she surprises him by

making a deal with Brandon. Rogers later

.'earns that Miss Wells' father was mur-

dered by Brandon, and with their difficul-

ties settled they finally bring Brandon and

his men to justice after plenty of hectic

action.

CAST: Roy Rogers, George "Gabby"
Hayes Jacqueline Wells, Henry Brandon,

Harry Woods, Noble Johnson, Si Jenks, Ted
Maoes. Yakima Canutt.

CREDITS: Associate Producer and Direc-

tor, Joseph Kane; Screenplay, Gerald Ger-

aghty; Original Story, Bernard McConville;

Cameraman, Reggie Lanning; Editor, Lester

Orlebeck.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Chevalier for "No, No. Nannette"?
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Maurice Chevalier

may return to the U. S. screen.

Herbert Wilcox is negotiating with
him for a role in his next Anna
Neagle picture, "No, No, Nannette"
which RKO will release. Chevalier
is expected to arrive in New York
next week.

Dix lor Para.'s "Roundup"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Richard Dix, signed to

make four films for Para., will have
as his first production, "The Round-
up." Preston Foster may be added
to the cast now embracing Betty
Brewer and Ruth Donnelly.

Schertzinger Assigned
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Paramount has as-

signed Victor Schertzinger to direct

the Bing Crosby, Bob Hope and Dor-
othy Lamour vehicle, "The Road to

Zanzibar."

"Girls of the Road"
with Ann Dvorak, Helen Mack, Lola Lane
Columbia 61 Mins.

SOCIAL DRAMA FEATURES SOME
SWELL GIRL HITCH HIKER CHARACTER-
IZATIONS.

A hard to believe story of girls bumming
their way around the country, living in hobo
jungles, and being constantly pursued by
the police. Best things about the picture

are the road gal characterizations contribu-

ted by Helen Mack, Lola Lane, Ann Doran,
et al. The girls make up about the tough-
est gang of femmes one would want to

imagine. Theme of the film lends itself

to exploitation and the hobo girl parts are

good enough to partly make up for the

hokey story.

Probably based on newspaper headlines

and filled in by an imaginative screenplay

writer, the yarn tells of the governor's

daughter who joins the road girls in order

to report their problems to her father. She
goes through a wild series of adventures,

including a night in jail, a leap from a

freight train, and some experiences in a

girl hobo jungle hideout before she is able

to contact her father and convince him that

the girls should be befriended by officials

rather than be chased from county to

county.

CAST: Ann Dvorak, Helen Mack, Lola

Lane, Ann Doran, Marjorie Cooley, Mary
Field, Mary Booth, Madelon Grayson, Grace
Lenard, Evelyn Young, Bruce Bennett, Eddie

Laughton, Don Beddoe, Howard Hickman.

CREDITS: Director, Nick Grinde; Or-
iginal Screenplay, Robert D. Andrews;
Cameraman, George Meehan; Film Editor,

Charles Nelson.

DIRECTION, Okay. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Okay Preparedness Shorts,

But Not War News in O. C.

Oklahoma City — Short subjects
dealing with U. S. preparedness,
Fifth Column, Army, Navy and Air
Corps activities are wanted by local
film patrons, but there's decided op-
position to war footage in news-
reels, mail poll taken by Standard
Theaters Corp. establishes.

Preparedness shorts were okayed
by 90 per cent of the men and 83
per cent of the women voting; the
vote on war newsreels, however, was
close—only 57 per cent of the men
and 46 per cent of the women fav-
ored them.

Miriam Hopkins Settles Suit

Miriam Hopkins has settled the
suit brought against her by Bela
Blau for her failure to appear in

"The Guardsman" at Harrison, Me.,
and Actors' Equity has dropped its

action against the star.

Goldwyn to Remake "Whoopee"?
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Samuel Goldwyn is

reported planning to remake
"Whoopee" with Bob Hope in the
role formerly played by Eddie Can-
tor.
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Few Grade A Pix,

New England's Cry

(Continued from Page 1)

but not including reissues, were re-

leased in downtown Boston for the
year ending- June 29.

"Boston first-run houses have re-

leased from seven to 11 features
weekly, but two 'money pictures'

any one week is a novelty," it was
added.

O. Henry Briggs Again
Heads Pathe Laboratories

(Continued from Page 1)

George J. Bonwick was selected to

take over the treasurership. Arthur
W. Miller was designated vice-presi-

dent, and M. M. Malone secretary and
assistant treasurer.
The stockholders at their gathering

returned 0. Henry Briggs, George
J. Bonwick, Arthur W. Miller, Robert
M. McKinney and Kenneth M. Young
to the board.
Meeting otherwise was reported as

routine.

Rogers Sets "The Outsider"

Distribution deals for "The Out-
sider" in Eastern, Southern and
Midwestern exchange centers were
announced yesterday by Budd Rog-
ers, vice-president of Alliance Films
Corp. The George Sanders-Mary
Maguire co-starring picture will be

handled by important distributors

in Boston, New Haven, Buffalo, Al-

bany, Atlanta, Charlotte, New Or-
leans, Little Rock, Detroit, St. Louis,

Kansas City, Chicago, Milwaukee,
Indianapolis and Pittsburgh.

Cuban Popularity Winners
Havana—First local movie popu-

larity contest has been concluded by
Cinema, trade publication, with "El

Romance Del Palmar" winning first

prize as the best Cuban picture.

Ramon Peon won directing honors;

Luana De Alcaniz topped the Cuban
actresses; Alberto Garrido took com-
edy honors; Heluza Oterro won the

top award for screen writers, and
Tom Hogan and Leslie Taft won
first honors for photography and
sound work, respectively.

Name 3 Quebec Censors

Montreal—Three Montreal resi-

dents have been appointed motion
picture censors for the Province of

Quebec, the provincial government
announced at Quebec yesterday. The
appointee's are Elzear Beauregard,
Robert Lariviere and Thomas Mc-
Arthur.

Local 186 at Lambert Rites

Springfield, Mass.—Entire mem-
bership of Local 186, Operators, at-

tended funeral services for Louis

Lambert, former president.

Sparta Opening Aug. 12

Sparta, Mich.—Edward Lane will

open his new house here Aug. 12.

Owl Shows in Wis.
Milwaukee—Midnight shows, usually

on Saturdays, are getting a big play in

houses around the state. Some offer a

combination screen and stage program.
Fox in a number of locations, including
Stevens Point and Wausau, is staging
guest night on Saturdays with patrons
for the last show permitted to see the
two features on the closing program in

addition to the flicker on the Sunday
program.

French Governm'nt Orders
Jean Zay Court Martialed

(Continued from Page 1)

vice prior to the Nazi invasion, along
with other officials.

For some time before the present
European war broke out, Jean Zay,
as Minister of National Education,
played an important role in inter-

national film affairs, his office being
the source of physical granting of
permits for motion pictures imported
into that country from foreign coun-
tries, including the U. S. Dubbing
of such productions was also under
his jurisdiction, as were many other
aspects of film trade.

RKO Will Establish Own
Exchange in Puerto Rico

(Continued from Page 1)

in charge. In the past, RKO has
been distributing its product in these

territories through the Medal Film
Exchange.

Dover, Del.—Columbia Pictures of

Puerto Rico has been chartered by
the State Department here.

(At Columbia's home office in

New York yesterday, it was said the

organization of the new subsidiary

was with a view to future opera-
tions).

Greek Censorship Trims
Newsreels to the Bone
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—American newsreels

are virtually banned in Greece as a

result of the Government's strenu-

ous efforts to maintain neutrality,

according to advices received by the

D of C here from the U. S. Commer-
cial Attache in Athens. Fair idea

of the extent of newsreel censorship
may be gained from the fact that a

Netherlands flower show was ruled

out because it might elicit non-neu-
tral applause.

Court Twisted on Law,
Claim In Games Case

North Adams, Mass.—First step

in carrying the lottery case against

Bernard Payne, manager of the Mo-
hawk theater in this city, to the

State Supreme Court, was taken
when Attorney Harry A. Glovsky,
Payne's counsel, filed a bill of

exceptions claiming misinterpreta-

tion of the law by Judge Thomas J.

Hammond in his charge to the jury

at Pittsfield. Game involved is

Lucky Strike.

Outstanding Shorts
How Good They Are—How to Sell Them—Who Has Then

REVIEWS
"Cat College"

(Pete Smith Specialty)

M-G-M «10Mins.

Swell Novelty

How a pretty girl trained to become

a lion tamer, under the tutelage of

Clyde Beatty, world famous for his

control over wild animals, makes for

effective entertainment in this reel.

The gal, the only one of a class of six

to stick out the course, is put through

a training period with Beatty before

she finally does her first "solo." In

an exciting sequence, she loses control

over the lion, but Beatty holds off the

beast until she recovers her nerve and

goes through with the act. Demonstra-

tions of professional technique by Mr.

and Mrs. Beatty fill out the reel.

"Young America Flies"
(Broadway Brevity)

Vitaphone 22 Mins.

A Salable Subject

Depicting the experiences of a

group of college students enrolled in

the Civil Air Training course at Stam-
ford University, this timely film will be

of great interest to many people. The
Civil Aeronautics Authority, recently

authorized to train 50,000 pilots this

year, co-operated in the production

of the film which is a good mixture of

information and entertainment. A good
cast including Jean Parker, Donald
Woods, William Lundigan, Henry
O'Neill and William Orr take the parts

of the students and instructors going

through the training routine from

blackboard work to final CAA tests.

B. Reeves Eason directed.

EXPLOITETTES
Wild animal training has always been

something to thrill folks. Let them

know that Clyde Beatty, whom most

of them know from the circus, is train-

ing a pretty girl in his dangerous work.

M-G-M has prepared a byline story

by Beatty that can be planted in your

local paper, and has arranged a co-op.

gag ad. with the Arrow shorts people.

A contest, on your stage, of amateur

trainers of domestic pets will create

plenty of interest and supply a lot of

fun for the audience.

With the training of aviators a

highlight in the national defense pro-

gram, here is a film that presents

actual methods used in the training

program. Play up the fact that this

subject was produced in co-operation

with the Civil Aeronautics Authority.

Secure from Warners the letters of

praise from Col. Frank Knox, Secretary

of the Navy, and Robert Hinckley,

Chairman of the CAA and use them for

lobby blow-ups. Contact any aviation

schools in your community, and ar-

range for co-operative campaigns.

IULY SCHEDULE
COLUMBIA

"His Bridal Fright" (Charley Chase); "How High Is Up?" (Three Stooges); "News
Oddities" (Phantasy); "The Pooch Parade" (Fables); "Screen Snapshots No. 9"; "Canvass

Capers" (Sport Reel); "Cinescope No. 6"; "The Archives" (Washington Parade).

M-G-M
"Trifles of Importance" (Passing Parade). Others to be announced.

PARAMOUNT
"Sink or Swim" (Sportlight) ; "Way Back When Razzberry Was a Fruit" (Stone Age
Cartoon); "You Can't Shoe a Horse Fly" (Color Classic); "Pinky Tomlin and Orchestra"

(Headliner); "Dangerous Dollars" (Paragraphic); "Fightin' Pals" (Popeye).

RKO RADIO
"The March of Time, No. 12"; "Put Put Trouble" (Walt Disney); "Information Please

No. 12"; "'Taint Legal" (Edgar Kennedy); "Bested By a Beard" (Leon Errol); "Good-
ness, A Ghost" (Radio Flash); "Sportscope No. 12"; "Reelism No. 12."

20TH CENTURY-FOX
"Cheerio, My Dears" (Lew Lehr); "Rupert, the Runt" (Terrytoon); "Action on Ice"

(Thorgesen-Sports) ; "Love In a Cottage" (Terrytoon).

UNIVERSAL
"Springtime Serenade" (Color Cartoon reissue); "Candyland" (Color Cartoon reissue);

"Stranger Than Fiction No. 79"; "Going Places No. 79"; "Hawaiian Rhythm" (Musical).

WARNER BROS.-VITAPHONE
"Little Blabber Mouse" (Merry Melody); "Porky's Baseball Broadcast" (Looney Tune);
"Pony Express Days" (Technicolor Productions); "Young America Flies" (Broadway
Brevity); "The Egg Collector" (Merry Melody); "The Valley" (Color Parade); "A Wild

Hare" (Merry Melody); "Woody Herman and Orchestra" (Melody Master).
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"Sporting Blood"
Robert Young and Maureen O'Sullivan

M 82 Mins.

:TTER-THAN-AVERAGE RACE TRACK
MA WITH SOME FINE HORSE TRAIN-
AND RACING MATERIAL.

s long as the plot of this film sticks

rie training and racing of thoroughbreds,

audience is viewing worth-while screen

; at other times the drama is confusing

it is not unil the final shots that the

is unraveled. While the track scenes

on the screen, the direction of S. Sylvan

jn and the camera work of Sidney

bner maintain interest. Especially the

i fire and training sequences.

3rformances are good despite the corn-

story material. Robert Young is con-

ing as the prodigal Virginian, Maureen

j Hi van is her usual appealing self, while

is Stone and William Gargan do their

?cted solid jobs.

>oung is cast as a horse trainer who re-

is to Virginia many years after his father

run off with the wife of the town's

d man, Lewis Stone. Despite antagonism

1 the whole town, he manages to hold

meanwhile making a play for one of

le's daughters and then marrying the

_ .it for revenge. They separate but the

:nge turns to affection and the couple

eunited after their horse wins the big

AST: Robert Young, Maureen O'Sullivan,

is Stone, William Gargan, Lynne Carver,

ence Muse, Lloyd Corrigan, George H.

d, Tom Kennedy, Russell Hicks, George

bey.

REDITS: Producer, Albert Levoy; Di-

or, S. Sylvan Simon; Author, Grace Nor-

Screenplay, Albert Mannheimer, Dor-

Yost; Cameraman, Sidney Wagern;
i Editor, Frank Sullivan.

IRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
d.

- SERIAL *

"Deadwood Dick"

umbia First Episode, 32 mins.

Combining the melodramatics of
sent-day serials with the charac-
s of the Old West, Columbia has
duced what promises to be a fast,

•d-riding chapter play. Involved
a mysterious Skull, directing his

ig from an underground tunnel,
is trying to get control of Dead-

od and characters such as Wild
1 Hickok and Calamity Jane,
adwood Dick is the publisher of
local newspaper who sets out to

'over the Skull after his young
orter and Wild Bill have been
ied. All very melo, but the serial
is will probably like it. James
Haine directed.

H. Projectionist Drowns
Conway, N. H.—Joseph R. King,
projectionist at the Majestic-

eater here, is dead as a result of
browning accident at Ledge Pond

"^Albany.

* SHORTS *

"Matty Malneck and His Band"
(Melody Master)

Vitaphone 10 mins.
Unusual Band Subject

A good blending of sight and
sound, without dialogue or title in-

terruptions, make this an unusual
and entertaining number. Matty
Malneck and his group swing half a
dozen numbers while the camera
roves about picking out specialties.

Numbers are introduced by closeups
of the sheet music titles, a pleasant
innovation from banal M.C.'s.

"Social Sea Lions"

(Pete Smith Specialty)
M-G-M 9 mins.

Very Funny
Audiences will get a big kick and

a lot of laughs out of this Pete Smith
subject relating the adventures of
three seals invading a party. The
seals raid the hors d'oeuvres, play a
horn accompaniment to the diva, and
generally get into mischief in a
manner to amuse any spectator.

"Hawaiian Rhythm"
Universal 17 mins.

Synthetic Hawaiian Musical

A "tour" of Hawaii from the front
of Harry Owens' bandstand turns out
to be just another poor musical.
Subject features Harry Owens and
his Royal Hawaiians and a number
of acts, including Rita Rio, Kenny
Allen and The Royal Hawaiian
Sweethearts.

"Tom Turkey and His Harmonica

Humdingers"
(M-G-M Cartoon)

M-G-M 7 mins.
Fair Cartoon

With the general store as a locale,

Tom Turkey and his cronies take off

the Borrah Minnevitch harmonica
gang in a mildly amusing cartoon.

7 mins.

"Patient Porky"
(Looney Tune)

Vitaphone
Amusing Cartoon

Porky's adventures in a hospital
while trying to be cured of a tummy-
ache and how he gets mixed up with
a dizzy cat who imagines he would
like to be a doctor supply a fair

number of laughs.

"Stranger Than Fiction No. 79"

Universal 9 !
/2 mins.

Fair Reel

A half dozen shots of curious ac-
tivities make up a reel that holds
some interest. Lead shots are of a
blind man who acts as a guide at
Fort McHenry, Baltimore. Some
scenes of autos run by charcoal in
Japan, a woman who does hooked
pictures from old silk stockings, a
water-cooled house and a man who
whittles models of planes used in
the last war fill out the subject.

SHORT
SUBJECTS

Who has them
How good they are

and
How to sell them

(Tried and proved exploitation ideas)

in the

FILM DAILY
SHORT SUBJECT

ISSUE OUT JULY 31st
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Para. Partners Hit

Consent Proposals

(Continued from Page 1)

than five features in a single group."
As the South is principally a single
feature territory, it is reported that
the Paramount operators believe that
such a plan, if put into operation,
will result in the inauguration of
duals in many theaters. It was point-
ed out that in a group of five there
may be one good picture and four
mediocre pictures, none of the lat-

ter strong enough to stand alone on
a single feature program.
Another objection was aimed at

the so-called Clause 6, which involved
the limitation on lease of pictures
to newly acquired theaters. This
clause provides that if an additional
theater should be acquired by an in-

dividual or circuit, "a distributor may
lease its pictures for exhibition in

the additional theater only under a
lease agreement which relates solely

to the said additional theater as if

said theater were an independent
theater and not part of a circuit."

These and other provisions of the
consent decree proposals are being
studied, analyzed and discussed at
the current meetings.

Safety Screen Devised
For Paramount, Liverpool

London (By Air Mail)—To pro-
mote safety of audiences during air

raids, the Paramount Theater, Liver-
pool, has had a screen painted on the
Steel and asbestos curtain which
weighs 30 tons, with three loudspeak-
er horns, one at each side and one
at the top, of the proscenium, con-
nected to the projecting apparatus.
When the safety curtain is lowered

during a raid, the picture can be
flashed upon the painted screen, with
sound coming from the loudspeaker
horns. Shutting off the stage from
the auditorium also allows a greater

margin of safety.

Sonotone 6-Mos. Net $135,304

Sonotone Corp. for the six months
to June 30 reports a net profit, be-

fore surtax on undistributed prof-

its, of $135,304, equal to 17 cents

each on 792,878 shares of common, as

compared with $111,395, or 14 cents

each on 788,878 common shares dur-

ing the corresponding period a year
ago.

20-Fox Signs Joan Bennett

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood - - Twentieth Century-
Fox has signed Joan Bennett to a

two-picture deal and taken up the

options on Henry Fonda, Binnie

Barnes and George Montgomery.

Wolf.' ! Wolf! ! !

Lincoln, Neb.—On the Varsity marquee
here:

"Lone Wolf Meets a Lady" and "Babies
For Sale."

Manager Bill Knight did the coupling.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD

H
Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

OWARD S. BENEDICT. Producer. Born Baltimore, June 10, 1902. Educated

at John Hopkins University, taking an Academic course. Entered newspaper

work and worked on Baltimore Sun and Baltimore

American. Worked for Associated Press in Palm

Beach, and while there represented International

Press and United Press. Joined the staff of a

New York publishing house. Was a member
of the Shubert press department. After a year

there, started his own theatrical press office, repre-

senting leading Broadway personalities. Operated

it for nine years and in 1935 came to California

to take charge of the RKO-Radio publicity depart-

ment. In December 1939, was made a producer

at RKO. Has produced "Curtain Call," "The Saint

Takes Over," "Millionaires in Prison" and "Men
Against the Sky."

Joris Ivens, John Ferno
Sue N. Y. University

A lawsuit was filed yesterday
against New York University and
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation by
the firm of Fitelson & Mayers, in

behalf of the motion picture direc-

tors, Joris Ivens and John Ferno,
who were under contract to the
Educational Film Institute of New
York University to direct documen-
tary films on new economic fron-
tiers and the agricultural surplus
problem.
The directors were in the field

each with complete production crews
and well along in the business of

shooting when they were abruptly
ordered to disband crews and re-

turn to New York due to the dis-

continuance of production funds by
the Sloan Foundation.

Charles Freeman Honored
At Testimonial Dinner

Charles J. Freeman, who recently
was named to an executive position
with the Texas Interstate circuit,

was the honor guest at a testimonial
dinner last night at the Hotel As-
tor. Freeman has been general
manager of Consolidated Radio Ar-
tists and for many years was gen-
eral booking manager of the RKO
circuit.

With Jay C. Flippen as toastmas-
ter, dinner speakers included Bob
O'Donnell, Interstate's general man-
ager; Joseph Vogel, vice-president
of Loew's; John O'Connor, repre-
sentative for Fred Waring, and Rob-
ert Weitman, managing director of

the Paramount Theater.

Bioff Decision is Deferred
Chicago—Walker Butler, William

Bioff's attorney, filed supplementary
answers in Federal Judge Holly's
court yesterday while Assistant
State's Attorney Cunningham filed

the state's answers. Judge Holly will

make his decision later.

"Don Quixote," Copra's Next
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—"Don Quixote" will be

the second Frank Capra-Robert Ris-
kin production for Warner Bros, re-

lease.

Preview of "Ramparts"
Tonight at Waldorf-Astoria

Fifteen hundred persons are ex-

pected to attend a private preview
of March of Time's first full-length

motion picture "The Ramparts We
Watch," an RKO Radio release, this

evening in the Grand Ball Room of

the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. The
preview is under the auspices of

the editors of Time and Life mag-
azines.

Mayor LaGuardia has been in-

vited to attend, also other leaders
of civic life, the press, heads of

various patriotic organizations and
clubs and representatives of asso-
ciations and individuals which have
co-operated with March of Time in

the making and distribution of

"Ramparts."
World premiere of the picture was

held last night at the RKO Keith
Theater, Washington, attracting an
audience of notables from Govern-
ment and social circles, from the
press, educational and diplomatic
ranks.
The NBC Blue network originated

a special broadcast of the premiere
through its Washington station,
WMAL. A lobby broadcast was
held in the theater prior to the
showing. Later NBC microphones
from inside the theater carried on
the air the dialogue of the last five

minutes of the picture, after which
notables gave their impression of
the film.

A showing for the Hollywood press
and Governmental officials on the
West Coast was held simultaneously
at the Ambassador Theater in con-
junction with the Washington pre-
miere.

Republic Signs Dennis O'Keefe
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Republic has signed

Dennis O'Keefe to a three-picture
contract. He is currently appearing
in "The Girl from Havana" and will
make two more in addition to this
one.

Connie Bennett for Col. Pix
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Constance Bennett

will play opposite Warner Baxter in
Robert C. Sherwood's "Legacy"
which he will make for Columbia.

HCLI_y>VCCI

= By RALPH WILE — I

—HOLLYW
/CLARENCE BROWN, Metro director

^^ an Army test pilot in the last V
War, is now experimenting with a nevl

catapult, which will be of value in sei,

off the more modern of aerial gliders. B

is doing the work at his Calabasas r

the scene of several gliding contests.

A NTHONY COLLINS of the RKO
** music department will direct his I

special arrangement of Schubert's Fa 1

at the Hollywood Bowl on Aug. 9.

A N average of three changes of dia

** for each sequence has been mad
William Seiter, in his direction of Uni

al's "Hired Wife," mainly due to the

liant ad libbing indulged in by Re

Russell and Robert Benchley, two ol

four stars in the picture.

• •
JERRY CADY, RKO Radio scribe, h:

^ but consummated the purchase of

tor McLaglen's yacht, the Mary K.

kiARY KELLY, who frequently plays

'^'Benny's "girl friend" on the air

joined the cast of Paramount's "Love

Neighbor," in which Benny is co-st;

with Fred Allen and Mary Martin.

Kelly will appear as a chamber maid,

substitutes whenever Benny's valet, Roc

er, disappears.

• •

JOHN STONE, who recently left
;]

*^ Fox, may join RKO Radio as a I

ducer. Stone has acquired a numbi
story properties, among them Richard

tuck's mystery novel, "The Wedding <

Sat on a Stone," and "It Happene
Marge," a screen original by Vera Ca:

AS a gesture of appreciation foi

** understanding in handling approxir

ly 200 members of the Blackfoot I i

tribe, during the filming of M-G-M's
Man From Wyoming," Director Ri<

Thorpe was gifted with a complete <

of hand-made western riding equipme
members of the Indian nation.

ELSIE BORDEN, "oomph girl of>

"™ pastures," now making her film i

in the Gene Towne-Graham Baker pn

tion "Little Men," after starring for

years at her own exhibit at the New
World's Fair, will be feted at the

Francisco Exposition on Aug. 24-25.

MAX REINHARDT, Ernst Lubitsch,

ael Curtiz, Henry Blanke, Le

Forbstein. Fritz Lang, Dave Bader and

gans Reinhardt were among the mei

of "The Sea Hawk" preview audieno

DECAUSE of the terrific beating it

" in a hurricane off Mexico in a r

trip south, Eddie Albert has been f

to place his yawl, the "Moilie," on

ways for extensive repairs. Seams ii

boat have been opened and the pi

weakened by constant operation.
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EfflPHONY TO LAUNCH U. S. TELE BRANCH

tllied Asks That Pix Buying Wait on Its Survey
oorate Program Set

Gather Buying Data
m Allied, Indie Exhibs.

3

:

iladelphia — The exhibitors in-

ation service committee named
2 Allied national convention met
rday in the office of the Allied

lendent Theaters Owners of

jrn Pennsylvania and adopted
iame Allied Information Dept.,

designated in inter-organiza-
correspondence by the initials

All members of the commit-
ncluding Chairman Sidney Sam-
n, Arthur K. Howard, Don R.

(.Continued on Page 8)

jw's Holdings

Rubin Reduced

, ngton Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
ishington—J. Robert Rubin has
sed of 2,300 shares of Loew's
:ommon no par value stock, the

reported yesterday in its semi-
hly summary of security trans-
ns and holdings. The action
s Rubin with 27,615 shares of
issue.

e Paramount reports states
1 Stanton Griffis has acquired

(Continued on Page 6)

igham Young" to Get
*ak Preview in K. C.

Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY
>llywood—Prominent exhibitors
meet with producers when 20th
ury-Fox sneaks in "Brigham

(Continued on Page 6)

t's Going to he Tough
on Salesmen's Shoes

Boston—Independent Exhibitors, Inc.,

lied's New England affiliate, is giving
members psychological advice to com-

t the wiles of the film salesman. In

current bulletin, unit points out that
hibs. are on the defensive when they
lit the exchanges to make deals, and
ges that the showmen make the sales-
-n visit them.
"Don't be a sucker," the bulletin
ges. "Make him do the selling and
u buy when he offers you a deal which
u want, even if he has to make 10
Ms."

NAZIS SLAP BAN ON AMERICAN PIX
Only Those Okayed in Berlin Before Dec. 31, 1936, May be

Shown in Occupied Lands

While no official confirmation has
been obtained by the home offices, it

was reported reliably yesterday that
American pictures, except those ap-
proved in Berlin prior to Dec. 31,

1936, were banned from German oc-

cupied countries in Europe.
Cabled reports from Beilin yes-

terday asserted that the ban had
been clamped down in Holland where
only Dutch and German pictures

j

were permitted to be exhibited.

However, foreign departments here

were of the opinion that the order
was effective in all countries con-
trolled by the Nazis.
Joseph Seidelman, UniversaPs for-

eign department chief, said he was
surprised to read of the Dutch re-

port inasmuch as he recently re-

ceived a cable from the company's
distributors in Holland asking for
pictures.

Rumors of the blitzkrieg of Amer-
ican films have been circulating for

(Continued on Page 8)

Writ Blocks Reade

Move to End Pool

rr

Efforts of Walter Reade to dis-

solve a pooling arrangement in Mor-
ristown, N. J., were halted yester-

day when Vice Chancellor Buchanan
in Newark, granted a temporary in-

junction to Leo Justin and Morris
(Continued on Page 4)

Nat'l Tele Systems Com.
To Meet Here on July 31

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Radio Manufactu-

rers Association announced yester-
day that FCC Chairman James L.
Fly and Chief Engineer E. K. Jett

(Continued on Page 6)

Give Us Comedies,"

Neb. Exhibs. Appeal

Lincoln, Neb.—"Give us comedies,"
is the showman's appeal hereabouts.

Comedies are the only films hold-
ing up in Nebraska, according to re-
ports from film salesmen and exhibi-
tors, in a season which is showing

(Continued on Page 4)

Shore First-Runs Want
"Boom Town" Equal Break

Philadelphia — Local reaction to

Metro's plans for "Boom Town"
test engagements at higher admis-
sions is interesting. First-run ex-
hibitors, particularly the ones in

(Continued on Page 6)

$2,450,713 Net for Warners
Compares with $2,912,186 for 1939's 39Weeks

GTE Profits for Quarter
And Half Show Increase

General Theaters Equipment Corp.
and subsidiaries, excluding Cinema
Building Corp., report for the three
months ended June 30, consolidated
net profit of $195,637 after provis-
ion for depreciation and estimated
Federal income tax. This compares

(Continued on Page 6)

Warner Bros. Pictures, and sub-
sidiary companies report for the 39
weeks ending May 25, a net operat-
ing profit of $2,450,713.05 after de-
ducting all charges including amor-
tization and depreciation and Fed-
eral income taxes, as compared with
a net operating profit of $2,912,-
186.40 reported for the correspond-
ing period the previous year.

Earnings are equivalent to $24.60
(Continued on Page 6)

FCC's Okay to be Sought;
Financial Backing Obtain-
ed; Two Stations Planned

By AL STEEN
FILM DAILY Staff Writer

Scophony television equipment, in-

cluding the 15-foot screen used at
the Odeon Theater, London, prior to
the outbreak of the war, has arrived
in this country as the first step in

the launching of an American branch
of Scophony Television, Ltd. Arthur
Levey, a founder and director of the
company, revealed in New York yes-
terday that negotiations were under
way for the leasing of a local the-
ater for demonstration purposes.

Inauguration of Scophony Televi-
sion & Radio Corp., the American

(Continued on Page 8)

Para. Partners Fear

Buying Power Loss

Paramount's theater partners, who
have been huddling both here and
in Atlantic City on problems pre-

sented by the consent decree pro-
posals looking to a settlement of
the Government's equity suit, are ex-
pected to conclude their delibera-

tions today.
While the Paramount operators

take the position that inasmuch as

they are not defendants in the ac-

(Coiitinued on Page 8)

Industry Seeks Liberal

Wage-Hour Definitions

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Representatives of

the MPPDA are scheduled to testify

before the final hearing of the Wage-
Hour Board on proposed amendments

(Continued on Page 6)

SPG to Open Coast
Convention Aug. 21

First national convention of the Screen
Publicists Guild will open in Hollywood
on Aug. 21, it was announced yesterday.

While the SPG at present is restricted

to units in Hollywood and New York,
expansion plans will be considered at

the conclave which will be attended by
three delegates from the East.
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FINANCIAL
(Wednesday, July 24)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7 7 7 — %
Col. Picts. vtc. (2l/

2 %)
Columbia Picts. pfd.. 183/4 1834 18% + l/4
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 6% 6% 6% — i/

8
East. Kodak 1193,4 119 119 — '/2
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9 9 9
Loew's, Inc 243,4 24V4 24l/4
do pfd 1023/8 1023/g 102% + 15/8
Paramount 5 4% 5 -j- Vs
Para. 1st pfd
Para. 2nd pfd IVi 7'/2 V/z
Pathe Film 7% 7% 7%
RKO New 3 2% 3
20th Century-Fox ... 6'/8 6 6Vs
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2V4 2V4 2%
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's, deb. 3i/

2 s46. 102i/
2 102y2 102'/2

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts.- 6s55
Para. Picts. cv.3i/4s47 85y2 85V2 85'/2 + V2
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux 1 1 1

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45.. 63 Vi 65'/2
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 56 60

KRS to Cancel Bookings "When the Daltons Rode"
By Closed Channel Houses Gets a Gala in Old Kansas

London (By Air Mail) — Trading
Committee of the KRS Council has
decided upon a scheme for affording
relief to closed theaters in the "pro-
tected area" near the Channel. Un-
matured bookings for the period of
closure will be cancelled, it was stat-
ed by Frank Hills, secretary of KRS.

Exhibs. having outstanding debts
are expected to liquidate them. The
KRS is willing for the exhibs. of such
closed theaters to pay something on
account over a period of time, such
payments to be made to the KRS
and apportioned to distrib. mem-
bers in proper proportion.

It was also stated that the Trading
Committee would make a revision
in rentals in cases of serious hard-
ship resulting to exhibs. from the
war. Exhib. appeal should be made
to the society and not to individual
distributors.

Cass Funeral Services
Held in Sumner Theater

Sumner, la.—Funeral services for
J. F. Cass, 76, president of the Cass
Theater circuit, were held here Tues-
day at the Cass Opera house with
the Rev. Fr. John Fischer of Sumner
andMsgr, J. M. Molloy of Cedar
Rapids, officiating. Burial was at
Sumner. Cass died at the University
of Iowa Hospital at Iowa City of
uremic poisoning and a cerebral
hemorrhage. He had been in the
hospital a week.

Survivors are one son, J. E. Cass,
of Strawberry Point, who is general
manager of the theater circuit, a
daughter, Mrs. Hazel McNalley of
Sumner and one step-daughter, Mrs.
Alberta Stewart of Lincoln, Neb.

Warners' "The Sea Hawk'
May Go Into Music Hall

Radio City Music Hall executives
are talking a deal with Warners for
"The Sea Hawk," Errol Flynn star-

rer, which will be nationally re-

leased Aug. 24.

Rait in P.A. at Strand
George Raft starts a two weeks'

p.a. engagement at the New York
Strand tomorrow in connection with
the opening of his pix, "They Drive

Nine Soviet Features
To Arrive on Tuesday

First new Soviet pictures to reach
the U. S. in some time, nine fea-

tures and several newsreels, are
slated to arrive in New York next
Tuesday for distribution here by
Artkino, headed by N. Napoli.
Films were shipped from the Rus-
sian port of Murmansk. Artkino
expects them to be the forerunner
of a regular supply. First-run out-
let in New York will be sought.

Coffeyville, Kan.—Today, it's the
turn of this town of 18,000 to bask
in Hollywood's limelight as Univers-
al gives its "When the Daltons Rode"
its world premiere at the Midland and
Tackett Theaters. Event is expected
to give the town more than double
its normal population for the day.
In addition to top studio executives,

such players as Andy Devine, Frank
Albertson, Constance Moore and
Peggy Moran, and the director of the
picture, George Marshall, will also

attend. Reporting the event will be
correspondents brought to Coffey-
ville from Hollywood aboard a spe-
cial train.

Visitors will see a town decorated
almost to the point of reconstruction.
Every citizen is under duress to wear
a ten gallon hat and a cowboy neck-
erchief—the duress being a dunking
in an especially built horse trough
in the center of the town plaza. Os-
age, Pawnee, Cherokee and Delaware
Indians will adopt the visiting stars
and dignitaries and will take part
in the Pioneer Days parade in the
afternoon.
Tomorrow, the players, en* route

back to Hollywood, will attend the
opening of "When The Daltons Rode"
at the Uptown and Esquire Theaters,
Kansas City.

Universal disclosed yesterday that
the negative of "When the Daltons
Rode" had been flown from Holly-
wood to Fort Lee labs, in order to
catch pre-release dates for the pix
in the East. Only enough prints for
the Kansas openings were made in

Hollywood. "U" thought it was the
first time that a new negative had
been flown East under such circum-
stances.

Universal to Distribute

Australian Feature Here

Atlanta Concludes New
U. S. Tax Without Effect

Atlanta—After the first 24 days'
test of the new Federal admission
taxes, which were generally passed
along to the public here, managers
of leading first-runs are agreed that
there has been no appreciable ad-
verse effect on b.o. biz. Checkup
shows that while some houses re-

ported slight losses, others reported
gains, with the general disposition

to blame the drops upon unfavorable
weather and product.

Holyoke Mayor Bans Beano
Holyoke, Mass.—Effective July 29,

all Beano games and similar games
in local theaters must cease, Mayor
Henry J. Toepfert has ordered.

Universal's option on the Austral-
ian picture, "Forty Thousand Horse-
men," has been exercised and the
company will distribute it in Aus-
tralia, the U. S. and possibly else-

where, Joseph Seidelman, head of
the foreign department, announced
yesterday. Picture is not yet com-
pleted. It will be edited and re-

corded in Hollywood.
It was said yesterday that this

Charles Chauvel production is the
first Australian picture to be ac-
quired by a major American com-
pany. Both the Australian govern-
ment and Hoyt's are said to have
figured in its financing.

No Special SAG Rules
For Slot Machine Pix

The SAG will take no action on
wages and working conditions of
players appearing in films produced
for slot machine projectors, accord-
ing to formal advices transmitted
through the 4 A's to Actors Equity
Council.
Thus the only SAG requirement

stands at a minimum salary of $25
a day for such work.

COminC and GOIM

I.

F. J. A. MCCARTHY, Universal^ Eastern s
head, and JULES LAPIDUS, district manager,
for Boston yesterday.

JAMES R. GRAINGER, Republic prexy,.
scheduled to leave New York in early Au's
for an extended tour of key cities.

LEO SPITZ, RKO special counsel, is

back from the West Coast next week.

MORT SINCER, circuit prexy, has gone
West Coast for a Summer visit with hi
ily.

SIGNE HASSO, Swedish actress signed
RKO, sails from Kobe, Japan, Aug. 9 for
Angeles.

HARRY A. KAUFMAN is vacationing on (j
Cod.

JAMES THOMPSON, manager of the B (j
Carrick Theater, Chicago, and his wife are!
a motor trip to the West Coast.

C. F. DAVIDSON of B & K's execul
is in the East on vacation.

CORDON MILLS, of the Mills' Novelty
j

Chicago, is in Hollywood.

GEORGE FREEMAN, manager of Loew-J
Theater, Springfield, is vacationing in J
Hampshire.

SIDNEY LAX, Columbia shopper. New Hal
is getting away from it all in Colchester. I

JANE PICKENS leaves the Coast in 10 I
or so for New York to begin rehearsals in]
new Ed Wynn show, "The Funnies."

FRANK ORSATTI, Hollywood agent, is si

ping at the Waldorf-Astoria. He expects
remain in New York for a month.

C. W. ALEXANDER of Para, returns
from a 12-day cruise on the Grace Liner S
Rosa to Caribbean and Central American wa
CHARLES McDONALD of the RKO offices
returns on board the ship.

The Baroness LILY HATVANY has arrive!
Hollywood on a scripting assignment.

JUDY CANOVA
vacation.

here from the Coast

WILLIAM FITELSON leaves today for a we
vacation in Maine.

JAMES ROOSEVELT is scheduled
Chicago today for Hollywood.

to I

Herman Gluckman Quits

Republic; to Vacation

Herman Gluckman, who recen
disposed of his Republic franchi
in New York and Philadelphia
Republic, has left the company
though at the time the deal was •

nounced, it was stated he would c

tinue as general manager of
two branches. Gluckman's resig
tion was effective as of July 20
was learned yesterday. He plan
long vacation.

PEOPLE WHO PREFER

FRIENDLY SERVICE USE_

Postal*
Tdegvapl
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED I

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE BILI
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EVERYWHERE
THE TALK IS

ABOUT M-G-M's
/BOOM TOWN !

Screen Play by John Lee Mahin • Based on a Story by James Edward Grant • Directed by Jack Conway • Produced by Sam Zimbalist
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Writ Blocks Reade

Move to End Pool

(Continued from Page 1)

Jacks who charged Reade with vio-
lating a product pool involving the
Park, Jersey and Community The-
aters.

Under an agreement made three
years ago, product was to be divided
among the Park and Jersey, operated
by Justin and Jacks, and the Com-
munity, operated by the Reade cir-

cuit. Justin and Jacks, who brought
the action, charged that Reade was
violating- the agreement and not liv-

ing up to the contract. The court
ordered the rights of the parties be
kept in status quo and the contract
be kept in effect.

Louis Nizer and David Wilentz
represented the plaintiffs. Reade
was represented by Durand, Ivens
& Carton.

Jacob Karp Gets Exec.
Post at Para. Studios

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY
Hollywood—Jacob Karp, head of

Paramount studio's legal department,
has joined the executive staff and
has been made assistant to Y. Frank
Freeman and Henry Ginsberg. He
will also continue to supervise the
legal department.

Sunday Movie Referendum
Looming in Wilkes-Barre

Wilkes-Barre — Sunday movie
question is expected to be submitted
to the voters here in November.
Several other towns in Northern
Pennsylvania also may have referen-
dums.

Negotiating with McCleod
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY
Hollywood — Gene Towne and

Graham Baker are negotiating with
Norman McCleod to direct their next
film, "How to Meet a Man," for RKO
release.

Sigrid Gurie Cast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY
Hollywood — Universal has cast

Sigrid Gurie and Warren Hull for
"The Green Hornet Strikes Again,"
a serial. It also added Billy Gilbert
to "Seven Sinners."

Mortimer D. Sickowitt

From
THE FILM
DAILY to

William DeMille
Arthur Lubin
Johnny Hines

Phillipe De Lacy
Harry H. Zehner

Lila Lee
Bob Wolff
Al Pearce

with PHIL M. DALYi

• • • AT a private preview in the Grand Ballroom of the

Waldori-Astoria last night the March of Time's first full-length

feature "The Ramparts We Watch" thrilled to the marrow

what was certainly one of the most distinguished audiences

in national cinema annals It wasn't mere anticipation to see the

Louis De Rochemont produced and directed dramatic historical saga

which brought out the brilliant conclave but undisguised avidity

The outpouring of newspaper execs, and their staffs men
and women prominent in public life representatives of the Army
and Navy business and the clergy —it was a sight to behold!

Just before "curtain" it was obvious that the Grand Ballroom

was too small for the occasion whereupon, with characteristic in-

genuity, the M of T and RKO solons inaugurated another showing

in the adjacent Astor Room Well over 3,000 saw the film

and cheered it to the echo

T T
• • • LOOKING around at neighbors this corner

spied Jules Brulatour, Hope Hampton, Felix Warburg, Laurence

Rockefeller, William Mallard Bishop William T. Manning,

Elmer Davis, Major George Fielding Eliot, James Truslow Adams,
Jack Alicoate, James Rowland Angell Edward Anthony,

Julius Ochs Adler, Louis and Mrs. De Rochemont, Roy E. Larsen,

Morris Ernst Mr. and Mrs. John E. Abbott, Chester B. Bahn,

Edward C. Grainger, Red Kann, Col. Avery J. Cooper, U.S.A.,

Leo Brecher, Harry Brandt, Charles Casanave, Capt. J. Cary

Jones, U.S.N Boake Carter, Lawrence Bolognino, Leon
Bamberger, Capt. J. W. Bumkly, U.S.N and then cramps

set into our neck from looking about While the assemblage

cheered at the finale the RKO-M of T solons got additional

cheer from Washington namely that the film did colossal

biz yes'day on its opening day there at the RKO Keith Days

like that will be very frequent for "The Ramparts We
Watch"!

T T T
• • • DOWN in ole Knoxville, Tenn., Suh. the law's the law

and its denizens won't stand f'ranything that violates a sin-

gle letter of it, Suh! The Tennessee Theater found this out

but definitely a few days ago when its promotional gents

masked and shrouded a coupla the stand's ushers in crisp white

sheets and had 'em parade in front of the house to bally the

attraction —Paramount's "The Ghost Breakers" The bally boys

carried signs, to wit: "Ghost Breakers Are Unfair To Ghosts"

Promptly the cops appeared and hied the be-sheeted "pickets" to

the hoosegow for flaunting the "white cap" law passed years ago

.... to stop a reign of terror by masked parties in a certain sec-

tion o' the state

• • • DON'T be alarmed if you hear some strange

sounds on B'way next Monday morn It'll be merely that

the Globe Theater is tendering a special performance to jun-

gle animals residing hereabouts . . . . .such as lions, tigers, el'phants,

giraffes, et al The fauna and their owners will see "Leopard

Men of Africa" Invitation sent out to the animals concludes

with this ironic sentence: "If you are a bit homesick for the

old jungle we can think of no better way to make you happy

to be in America where you don't even have to fight for your

food"

DATE BOOK
July 29: Buffalo Variety Club golf tournar

Aug. 1 : Columbus Variety Club roum >

Brookside Country Club.

Aug. 6: Conn. MPTO Golf Tournament,
Brook Country Club.

Aug. 7: Washington Warner outing, E'
House, Bay Ridge, Md.

Aug. 9: SPC dance, Hotel Pierre Roof.

Aug. 20: Northern Penn. Get-Together^ i

neaut Lake Hotel.

Aug. 23: Washington Variety Club golf tm

'

ment, Manor Club, Norbeck, Md.
Aug. 26: Indianapolis Variety Club golf toi

ment, Broadmoor Country Club.

Aug. 27-28: West Virginia Managers /

ciation convention, Greenbrier Hotel, V
Sulphur Springs.

Sept. 12-14: Biological Photographic Associ
convention, Hotel Schroeder, Milwaukei

Sept. 13: Philadelphia Variety Club-The Ex
tor golf tournament, Philmont Country I

Sept. 25-27: New Jersey Allied conven
President Hotel, Atlantic City.

Oct. 26: Cinema Lodge, B'nai B'rith, ban
Hotel Pennsylvania.

Nov. 11: A F of L convention opens,
Orleans.

Nov. 21 : Motion Picture Associates ball, I

Astor.

it

Give Us Comedies,

Neb. Exhibs. Appeal

(Continued from Page 1)

itself off from 5 to 20 per cent fil

the 10-year average.
Next in line are westerns wl|

manage to get away with ace
tomed Saturday afternoon tic

window acclaim, and draw hea'
from the juveniles.
Most of the exhibitors are won

about what to do with the anti->
and more general war pictures,
cause they've thus far been very
at the box-office. Most of them
attempting to space them out a c

pie of weeks apart. Odd about
bomb-bang stuff is that there':
strong apathy against them, e

in the action houses.

4 Para. Pix for Bracken
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DA\

Hollywood—Paramount has «
cised its option on the services
Eddie Bracken for four pictu
First will be "The City That Ne
Sleeps." The second will be an /
rich Family film, "Dizzy and Hem

Maurice Strauss Dead
Cincinnati—Maurice Strauss,

tired film executive, one time c

nected with Universal, widely kne
throughout the mid-East and Soi

died at his home.

« « « » » »

V. S. Army Visions
New Field For Tele

Watertown, N. Y.—Use of televisior

to direct military operations will b(

'

attempted for the first time during th(

Northern New York war maneuvers nex
month, it is announced here. Arm;
officers say they hope to watch tactica

operations of troops engaged in th<
j

war games via portable two-way equip-
ment. Potentialities of tele for troo|

direction and observation prompt the ex

periment.

.
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(Continued from Page 1)

1 000 shares of Paramount's $1 par
common and now holds 4,000 shares
of that class. In a May, 1939 re-

port Edwin L. Weisl reports acquir-
ing 100 shares, representing his full

holdings in that class and 3,200
shares of 6 per cent convertible 2nd
preferred. Adolph Zukor, in an
April, 1940, report states he has ac-

quired 200 shares of $1 par common
representing his total holdings in

the $1 par common class and also
acquired 200 shares of the 6 per cent
convertible 2nd preferred, represent-
ing his full holdings in that class.

In December, 1939 report, Manufac-
turers Trust Co. reports acquiring
110 shares of 6 per cent convertible

1st preferred bringing its total to

5,710 shares and held as of that
date, $3,000,000 of the 3% per cent
convertible debentures, due 1947.

RKO report stated Frederick L.

Ehrman held 800 shares of common
no par value and 75 shares of 6

per cent convertible preferred as of

June, 1940. Thomas P. Durell was
reported as holding no equity se-

curities.

Paul G. Brown has acquired 1,000

shares of Universal Pictures $1 par
common, it is reported. The 1,000

shares represent his total holdings.
Consolidated Film Industries re-

port states E. H. Seiferthas acquired
400 shares of $2 cumulative part pre-

ferred to bring his total to 560
shares.
George J. Bonwick is reported by

Pathe Film Corp. as holding no
equity securities.

Pa. Get-Together on Aug. 20

Pittsburgh—Second annual North-
ern Exhibitors and Salesmen's Get-
Together will be held at Conneaut
Lake Hotel on Aug. 20. Golfing and
other events will be held with a ban-
quet in the evening. Honored guests
will be Ed Lebby and Bob Lynch,
former film representatives, who
have recently entered into private

business. Jack Judd is general
chairman.

Petrillo Renamed to Park Board
Chicago—Mayor Edward Kelly has

reappointed James C. Petrillo, presi-

dent of the A F of M, to a five-year
term on the Chicago Park Board.

WEDDING BELLS

Springfield, Mass.—John Wolberg,
assistant manager of Poii's Theater
here, and Margaret Totten, New York
photographer's model, were married
in Grace Chapel, Trinity Church.

Bowling Opposition Growing in Chicago,
Willi Film Trade Figures Among Backers

Chicago— It looks like a tougher Winter than ever for Chicago exhibs. insofar as

bowling opposition is concerned.
Bowling Lanes, Inc., will open a 24-alley center at 5400 Broadway about Oct. 1.

It's a $250,000 enterprise, to be managed by Ralph Olson, well-known to the film

trade here.

Another new bowling venture will be the Lucky Strike alleys at 6930 S. Halstead St.,

company being formed by A. J. Bush, F. C. Hildreth and H. Tucker, all widely known
in the trade.

Several other centers are in prospect, with film trade execs, linked to them as backers.

Nat'l Tele Systems Com.
To Meet Here on July 31

(Continued from Page 1)

will attend the initial meeting of
the National Television Systems
Committee on July 31 at the Hotel
Roosevelt, New York City. , The or-

ganization is under the auspices of
the RMA, with official FCC co-opera-
tion.

The object of the organization is

development of television standards
to a satisfactory level of perform-
ance for a widespread public tele-

vision service, the RMA announces.
J. S. Knowlson, RMA president, has
invited companies active in televis-

ion development, including members
and non-members of RMA, to parti-

cipate.

GTE Profits for Quarter
And Half Show Increase

(Continued from Page 1)

with $182,686 for the similar period
in 1939.
For the first six months of this

year, GTE's consolidated net profit

was $408,318 compared with $328,-
230 for the first half of 1939.
As of June 30, the corporation had

592,497 shares of capital stock out-

standing compared with 597,247
shares on June 30, 1939.

Pittsburgh Warner Picnic

Will be Held on Tuesday

Pittsburgh—Annual picnic of the
Warner District will be held at West-
moreland Country Club on Tuesday.
All Warner theater managers, as-

sistant managers and male members
of the local Zone Office staff under
Harry M. Kalmine, will assemble at

the Club at noon for golf, swimming
and other sports, to be followed with
a banquet in the evening.
Branch and office managers of the

various film distributing companies
also have been invited to attend.

Industry Seeks Liberal

Wage-Hour Definitions

(Continued from Page 1)

to definitions of executives, adminis-
trators and professional and outside

salesmen today. Fred Pelton and
Homer J. Mitchell are listed to ap-

pear for the industry.

Hearings have been held on nu-
merous industries in the past sev-

eral weeks and the one starting to-

day is designed to cover those indus-

tries omitted.

The Wage-Hour law exempts
bonafide executive, administrative,
professional and outside salesmen
employes. The hearings are on the

wage-hour division's rulings on such
employes as to definition, with the

industries seeking more liberal defi-

nitions.

"Brigham Young" to Get
Sneak Preview in K. C.

Location of Theaters
Prohibited on Posters

Carol Stone, daughter of stage and
film actor Fred Stone, will wed Wil-
liam McCahon, Brookline (Mass.)
lumberman on July 31. Ceremony
will be held in Forest Hill, L. I.

London (By Air Mail)—Any place

names or telephone numbers are pro-

hibited from appearing on any the-

atrical poster or sign, according to

orders issued to the industry by the

Minister of Home Security. Only
the name of the theater may be
used.

Metro Outing Saturday
Chicago—The M-G-M Employes

Club will hold its annual outing Sat-

urday.

(Continued from Page 1)

Young" in about three weeks in

Kansas City. Sidney R. Kent and
Herman Wobber will attend from
New York, while Joseph M. Schenck,
Darryl F. Zanuck, William Goetz,
Henry Hathaway and Kenneth Mac-
gowan will lead the Western contin-
gent.

After the preview they will discuss
with exhibitor guests the advertis-
ing layout, whether or not the pic-

ture will be roadshowed and lay out
plans for promoting the picture.
About 40 or 50 circuit heads will be
guests. Twentieth Century-Fox also

plans to do this on others of its pic-

tures.

Shore First-Runs Want
'Boom Town' Equal Breaks

(Continued from Page 1)

shore spots, have descended on the
Metro office here wanting to play
the show at increased prices at the
same time as the three situations in

this territory do.

They claim that inasmuch as they
are first-runs and shows are always
available at the same time as the
three spots, there should be no pref-
erence.

John Eurucz Dead
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—John Kurucz, 57, Hun-

garian composer of more than 400
published compositions, many of

which were created for motion pic-

tures, died of a heart attack here on
Monday, it was learned yesterday.

Warner Bros. Report

Net of $2,450,713

(Continued from Page 1)

per share on 99,617 of outstandi
preferred and to 58 cents on 3,70
090 shares of outstanding comm<
Dividends in arrears on the p;

ferred as at June 1, amounted
$317,625 it is noted in the repori
The net profit from operation*

!

the 39 weeks ending May 25, bert

charges for amortization and dep:

ciation of properties, and Federal
come taxes, was $7,213,880.85.

$76,375,905 Gross Income
The gross income, after elimin

ing intercompany transactions, ]

the 39 weeks ending May 25, v,

$76,375,905.13. The comparal
gross income for the 39 weeks ei

ing May 27, 1939 was $78,387,001.
Of the gross income, film ren

income, theater admissions, sal

and miscellaneous income account
\

for $73,371,184.33 and rents fr<

tenants and royalties for $3,00
720.13.

The report notes that $20,52
449.35 went for the amortization

j

film costs, $1,414,640.11 for otrj

costs, including royalties and pt

ticipations, and $45,130,514.46 i

operating and general expenses. !

$162,922 to Earned Surplus
Released productions, at cost h

amortization, are carried at $6,74
j

487.91, productions completed, n

released, at cost, at $5,757,742.6

1

1

productions in progress and charg
to future productions, at cost,

$1,813,068.28, and rights and sol

narios unproduced, at cost less i(

serves of $428,716.74, at $1,64:

192.55.

Cash position is reported at $!

387,399.94, while goodwill is valu
at $8,331,776.91.
During the period there was .

net credit of $162,922.82 made ci

rectly to earned surplus, which (

May 25 last stood at |4,225,682.-1

.

Heywood-Wakefield Turns
1939 Loss Into a Profit

Gardner, Mass. — Operations
Heywood-Wakefield, theater se;

manufacturers, for the first s

months ended June 30 resulted, a

ter provision for all charges, in

net profit of $75,005 compared wii|

a loss of $125,519 for the same pe
iod a year ago, the company aij

nounced yesterday.
Shipments were 11 per cent

excess of those in the correspom
ing period of 1939.

Richard N. Greenwood, organiz;;

tion's president, informed stockholi

ers that incoming business continur
in satisfactory volume and that ui

j

filled orders at June 30 were larg*

than at the close of the March qua:

ter.

STORKS!
Indianapolis — Herbert Kenne;

theatrical editor, Indianapolis New
is the father of a seven pound bo:
born in St. Vincent's Hospital here.
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"The Fugitive"
|

h Ralph Richardson, Diana Wynyard

| fcrsal 76 Mins.

GGED STORY, FINELY ACTED AND
XED WITH HUMAN VALUES, IS

-FIRE FAN FARE.

Iched to this suspenseful, rugged vehicle

\ human interest assures its scoring

the rank and file of filmgoers is some

e best acting unleashed by any photo-

of the year.

Iph Richardson, the central figure in

gripping happenings, turns in a per-

jnce which is bound to receive close

careful scrutiny on the part of our

stry's Academicians when the time

:s for dispensing the coveted Oscars,

e is a fine flavor to the Richardson

ionics, which smack of the great Emil

lings at the latter's best, and it must

ecorded that Diana Wynyard, who plays

•femme lead, contributes no small share

he brilliancy of the proceedings. Sup-

mg players are excellent, particularly

-y Oscar, although cast in a role which

call up but little patron sympathy.

ie story, an adaptation of F. L. Green's

I "On the Night of the Fire," is solid,

:t, and studded with action. It recounts

inability of a hard-working city barber

esist the temptation of stealing a few
red dollars which a careless cashier

left exposed to theft. The temptation

ie barber is actuated chiefly by the de-

to get his wife and his child—as well

imself,—out of the miserable life they

forced to live in the slums. After steal-

the money, he discovers that his wife

eavily in debt to a loan shark merchant,

pays the debt in the stolen bills,

fe villainous merchant, when confronted

he police, goes on to blackmail the bar-

knowing that the latter is the thief.

rid himself of the blackmailer, the bar-

kills him. Inevitably the law closes

-jut there is whirlwind drama before the

ing finale is reached.

The Fugitive" is potent entertainment,

ented via superb direction and cast

Write it down as a hit.

AST: Ralph Richardson, Diana Wyn-
, Romney Brent, Mary Clare, Henry
ar. Dave Crowley, Gertrude Musgrove,
lerick Lister, Ivan Brandt, Sara Allgood,

mis Johns.

REDITS: Producer, Josef Somlo; Direc-

Brian Desmond Hurst; Author, Fred-

k Laurence Green; Screenplay, Brian

mond Hurst, Patrick Kirwan, Terence
ng; Director of Photography, Gunther
mpf.

IRECTION, Excellent. PHOTOGRAPHY,
-Top.

fosevelt Delivers 10

in-in-Slot Pix to Mills

Chicago—James Roosevelt has de-
'sred 10 coin-in-slot short subjects
the Mills Novelty Co., completing
contract. He stated here that

»er subjects would be made as
lered.

•^iloosevelt is enthusiastic over the
-• 'ance bookings for "Pastor Hall,"
fglish-made film he acquired and

ich United Artists is releasing.
leaves today for Hollywood.

* SHORTS *

"How High Is Up?"
Columbia 16 mins.

Typical Stooges Slapstick

This will tickle the Three Stooges'
fans. In one of their escapes from
a mob, they join a line of riveters
and are set to work high on a build-
ing. After a number of slapstick

episodes, they are chased off the
building by the foreman, making
their escape via parachute.

"Going Places No. 79"

Universal 9 mins.
Fair Travelogue

Shots of various curiosities along
the Pacific Coast should hold inter-

est. Included are a sea lion rookery
in caves near Florence, Ore., some
scenes of clam digging, interesting
view of spherical stones found along
the coast, and a spot on the Oregon
coast where agates are found and
polished into gems.

"Stranger Than Fiction No. 80"

Universal 9 l

/z mins.
Weak Subject

About the only scenes of real in-

terest in this one are those of the
man who builds scale models of
bridges, etc., out of toothpicks. Bal-
ance of the reel includes shots of a
girl who is learning welding, an
eight-year-old strong girl, a one-
man factory, a woman who makes
rain clothes of discarded inner tubes
and one of those miniature steam
railroads.

"Trifles of Importance"
(Passing Parade)

M-G-M 10 mins.
Interesting Reel

Three trifling things are enlarged
upon in this John Nesbitt film that
will maintain audience attention.
First is the story of the seven
years old secret organization of Uni-
versity of Virginia and how it

anonymously helps out when wrong
is done at the school. Another epi-

sode analyses "doodles," the scrawls
people write when their minds are
on something else, and shows how
phychologists believe the scrawls are
an insight to character. Last part
of the picture shows how the style
of men's clothing has been influenced
by trifling incidents in history.

"Screen Snapshots No. 9"

Columbia 10 mins.
Corney Humor

The addition of Ken Murray as
conductor of the Snapshots does not
do this subject any good. Murray
pulls a number of the oldest gags
on record between shots of the
screen celebrities at play. Best shots
of some tennis matches between
teams of professionals and the
younger film players including
Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland.

"Impresses as being a burlesque of 'Rebecca' or 'The

Ghost Breakers.' Lots of laughs and more than the

usual serving of suspense." —Exhibitor

"Members of the screen's mischievous juvenile set

provide ample cause for laughs."
—Motion Picture Daily

"Action-full meller has lots of laughs, should

go over with audiences." —Film Daily
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Allied Asks Buying

Wait on Its Survey

{Continued from Page 1)

Rossiter and Pete J. Wood, attended
the organization session. Abram F.
Myers was named counsel.

An elaborate program for gather-
ing buying data from Allied mem-
bers and other exhibs. who voluntar-
ily co-operate in the plan was for-

mulated. Questionnaires are to be

sent to all co-operating exhibitors,

and composite reports will be circu-

lated in return. Questionnaires will

be mailed each month during the

selling season with the initial quer-

ies, to be sent out early next month
asking the following:

What Allied Wants to Know
Population of town; whether

single or dual policy; number of

features required for a year,

and type of competition. As to

each distributor, the number of

features offered; number bought
by the exhib.; number of
features in each bracket bought
on percentage, on preferred

playing time, and on flat rentals;

cancellation privilege granted;
whether newsreels or shorts

were forced; whether flat rentals

were higher or lower than the
previous year and percentage of

rentals to gross on the previous
year's contract.
Space will be allowed for com-

ment and there may be requests for

additional information on special

subjects.

Won't Seek Unified Action

The committee emphasized that
participation in the service will be
voluntary and exhibitors will be cau-
tioned not to sign or add any iden-

tifying notations to the question-

naires. Exhibs. are to make such use
of the data as they see fit and no
effort will be made to secure uni-

fied action on the basis of the in-

formation reported.

The avowed object of the service

is to place sellers and buyers on an
equal footing by affording the latter

the same market information en-

joyed by the former. First com-
posite reports will be ready in Sep-

tember and the committee said it

was hopeful that further buying will

be held to a minimum until exhibs.

can have the benefit of accumulated
experience up to that time.

In the meantime, exhibitors are
cautioned not to accept as irre-

vocable the establisned terms of sev-

eral distributors as reported in trade
papers, the committee claiming that
such terms would be generally ruin-

ous.
During the September meeting of

the Allied of New Jersey, the com-
mittee will hold another session.

Heat Wave Hits Chicago B.O.

Chicago—Heat wave has cut ap-
preciably into attendance at Chicago
pix theaters. Film exchange em-
ployes are dismissed eax-ly because
of the extreme heat.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

JOE KANE. Producer-Director. Born San Diego, Calif., March 19, 1894. Re-
yJ ceived education in Southern California, planned career as musician, and
upon leaving school was employed as cellist in various theater orchestras.

Enlisted in the army during World War 1 at Camp
Kearney and received rating as Sergeant of 47th
Machine Gun Battalion. Mustered out in 1918.

Obtained studio employment as sideline player in

silent films. Began writing for pictures free-lance,

and desiring more knowledge of technical side of

industry took position as assistant director and
film editor for RKO-Pathe and Paramount until

signed by Republic in 1935 and has been there

ever since. Directed seventeen "Autrys" as first

chore for Republic. In 1939 was made Producer-

Director of Roy Rogers films. Has made 45 western
and action features for Republic in past five years.

Height, 6 feet. Weight, 185 lbs.

Scophony to Launch

U. S. Tele Branch

Nazis Slap Ban

On American Pix

(Continued from Page 1)

more than a month, but definite con-
firmation has been lacking. Foreign
department heads, however, appear
to agree on the report that only
Berlin-approved pictures are being
shown in the invaded countries.

German Embassy "Presumes"
Ban Policy to be Extended
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The German Em-

bassy said yesterday that while it

lacked official advices, it "presumed"
cables to the effect that Germany
had banned all but German and
Dutch films from occupied Dutch
territory were correct. Further, the
Embassy "presumed" the policy

would be followed in other occupied
territories. At the State Depart-
ment, it was said that inasmuch as

the U. S. was not officially involved,
there would be no action. The offi-

cial attitude was that the Nazi move
was more or less to be expected.

10- 15c Houses in Portland
Gain Biz Under New Levies

Portland, Ore.—Downtown subse-
quent runs charging 10 and 15 cents
have been experiencing biz gains
since the new Federal admission tax
became effective. Exhib. practice
here generally was to increase prices

to give the house a penny breakage.

Scranton Team Using
Hosiery to Lure Gals

Scranton—You can't blame exhibs.

here from chuckling over the fact

that the local Eastern Baseball
League team has topped its prizes

for male patrons with a hosiery
giveaway for the femmes.

Friedman In 16 mm Field
Chicago—Jack Friedman has or-

ganized the Monarch Film Co. with
offices at 1250 S. Wabash Ave. to

distribute 16 mm. film.

Para. Partners Fear

Buying Power Loss

(Continued from Page 1)

tion they cannot reach any decision
in the matter, they are registering
objections, as they view them, to spe-
cific provisions in the decree drafts.

One of the principal concerns of
the theater men is the effect of any
decree on their buying power. With
the Government reported insistent
upon local buying, affiliated circuits
would suffer the loss of the buying
power advantage now enjoyed by
the major chains.

Counsel for not only Paramount
but other of the "Big Five" are un-
derstood discussing the consent pro-
posals with the theater men who
transferred their deliberations from
Atlantic City to New York on Mon-
day.

Yesterday's scheduled conference
between Government and defense
counsel was postponed until today,
reportedly at the request of Para-
mount. A further postponement un-
til tomorrow is likely this morning.
When the joint meetings are re-
sumed, the defense and Government
are slated to exchange written re-
actions to the consent provisions as
tentatively agreed upon.

British National to Film
History of England

London (By Air Mail) — "This
England." an original story by A.
R. Rawlinson and Bridget Boland
will be filmed by British National,
John Corfield announces. It will be
filmed out of doors and will be the
most ambitious undertaking in BN's
history. Emlyn Williams and John
Clements are to star with David
Macdonald directing.

Story will deal with English his-

tory from the Roman invasion up
to the threat of German invasion.

Henry McCarrell Dead
Bedford, Ind.—Henry E. McCar-

rell, 60, manager of the Bedford
theater is dead here.

(Continued from Page 1)

unit, depends, of course, on FCC
proval, but it is reported that si

stantial financial backing already r
been obtained.

All types and sizes of Scopht
equipment are in New York awaiM-
release from customs. In add^
to the 15-foot screen model, th
are intermediate sets including I

'

6x5 foot screen, the 4x3 foot,

24 x 20 inch and the 18 inch. Tl
are adaptable to the American 4
line standards and are capable
being stepped up to the 507 or ^
line standard.

Two Key City Stations

Present plans call for the est;]

lishment of Scophony television s

tions in two key cities. Manufact ,

ing of sets is the principal goal
the new company.

Scophony sets are made for va
ous types of public places, includi

theaters, restaurants, small ca I

and homes.
Two engineers are en route fr

London to supervise installations z

three others are scheduled to sail

about two weeks. Sol Sagall, h«

of the company, has tentative res

'

vations to leave Lisbon by clipper
Aug. 3.

Levey said that Scophony tele

sion had scored a tremendous suce>

in two London theaters. On d
occasion the Odeon Theater prese
ed an exclusive television progr
for a championship boxing bo
Levey said, adding that only the oj

break of the war prevented spee
progress of the enterprise.
Home sets with screens 24 x

]

inches will be lower than pres<

scales of $395.

GB-Gainsborough to Filr

Wells' "Kipps," Two Othe

London (By Air Mail)—GB-Gai
borough announces through its chi

Maurice Ostrer, a group of thii

features to be made at Shephei
Bush. First will be "Inspector Ho
leigh Goes to It," starring Gore

.

Harker and Alastair Sim, to be f

lowed by H. G. Wells's "Kipps," st;

ring Michael Redgrave and M-;
garet Lockwood, with Carlo Reed

j

recting. Third production will b<

new version of the old thriller, "l\
Ghost Train," with Arthur Ah
starred.

The Hornleigh picture and "Kipj
are for 20th Century-Fox release a

Phyllis Calvert, recent "find," v-

appear in both.

Lancaster Eatery Starts

Pix Theater as Auxiliary

Lancaster, Pa.—McMinn's, sub
ban eating spot, has opened a 3'

seat open air theater as an auxilif

draw. Two shows are given night
with admission at 20 cents. Colu
bia pix have been booked.
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r£WER CLOSINGS MARK SUMMER SEASON

:o„se„M>ecree ConfabTSaU Near Showdown
?cision on Settlement

I Suit Reported as Due
ithin Next Few Days

I Consent decree discussions among
ustry and Government attorneys
ved rapidly toward a showdown
terday when it was indicated that
ecision, one way or another, would

I reached within the next few days.

j was understood, following yes-
'
Jay's sessions, that a point had

i reached where further delibera-

? were useless and that the next
would be a consent decree or re-

ption of the trial,

iramount Theater partners hav-
(Coiitiniied on Page 7)

•ur Circuits Not

pposing Decree

vlajor circuits, aside from those
jljiarated by Paramount partners, are

: opposed to a consent decree in

! Government's equity suit, it was
rned yesterday. While portions
the settlement proposals do not
et their full approval, circuit ex-
itives would prefer a decree to a

g and expensive trial.

Many of the clauses, it was said,

>uld be re-written and the word-
(Coutinued on Page 4)

iuc. Film Institute

(Sceives Sloan Grant

A \
Tew York University's Education-
Film Institute has received "a
)stantial grant" for the coming
ir from the Sloan Foundation, it

s said yesterday by Spencer Pol-
d, director, in refutation of pub-

| r
aed reports that the Foundation

(Continued on Page 7)

a<;Wartiers Buy First
of Straivhat Pieces

First Hollywood purchase of a new
play tried out this season in a straw-
hat house was reported yesterday. Piece
is a comedy, "Four Cheers for Mothers,"
by Phil Dunning and L. A. Lighton, and
the company buying, Warners. Comedy
had a tryout at the Red Barn, Locust
Valley, L. I.

Summer Takes No Toll of Texas Theaters;
Modern Cooling Plants Solve Heat Problem

Dallas—State-wide survey shows there is not a single closing attributable to the

Summer season. Interstate and Robb & Rowley, largest operators in the territory,

have all houses open.
Ceneral resort to air conditioning and cooling systems in Texas theaters have

solved the heat problem. Business for the first six months is reported as off slightly,

with the highest estimate 10 per cent.

Loss of Tourists

Hits Detroit Biz

Detroit—Downtown Detroit the-

aters are losing business from the

continuance of American restrictions

against Americans re-entering the

country from Canada without ade-
quate proof of citizenship. The bor-
der situation still remains very
stringent in regulation, although
some modifications have been worked
out.

Houses lost Canadian business en-
tirely, due to the requirements of

the Canadian Government against
taking currency out of Canada.
Typical is the Family Theater, op-

(Continued on Page 4)

Money Restrictions

For Foreign Employes

Paramount employes yesterday
were instructed to fill out citizenship
questionnaires in line with a recent
Presidential proclamation concerning
the restriction of money. All com-
panies will eventually follow the
same course.
Employes who are citizens of

countries invaded by Germany and
who are receiving $500 a month or

more must so designate on the ques-
tionnaire. Their salaries will be de-

posited in a bank instead of paid to

the employes themselves. The alien

employes then will not be permitted
(Continued on Page 6)

Great Cast for U.S.-U.K.

Charities Pix, 'Rafters Ring'

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Production on "The

Rafters Ring," proceeds of which
will go to American and British char-
ities, will start August 19 with Rob-
ert Stevenson acting as producer and
director. George Schaefer, prexy of
RKO, has arranged for his company
to advance production costs on bank

(Continued on Page 6)

B & K Theaters to Offer

Tele Programs in Lounges

B & K and subsidiary circuit

houses in Chicago will offer tele-

vision programs in their lounge
rooms by Jan. 1 when the B & K
television station is scheduled to

start operations.
At least 100 DuMont receiving

sets in its theaters are expected to
(Continued on Page 7)

MPPDAAsksHourExemptions
Would Free 5,338 from Law's Restrictions

20-Fox Queries Branches
On Muni for "Hudson" Role

Twentieth Century - Fox branch
managers are being queried as to
their approval or disapproval of cast-
ing Paul Muni in the top role of
"Hudson's Bay Company." Since
Muni has parted from Warner Bros,
and is now available, 20th-Fox execs.

(Continued on Page 8)

|
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Exemption of 5,338

employes out of an average employ-

j

ment of 18,541 persons in the film

I industry from the hour provisions
' of the Wage-Hour Act was asked
yesterday by Homer I. Mitchell, rep-

resenting the MPPDA. Mitchell

spoke for the industry at the Wage-
Hour Board's hearing on redefini-

tion of executive, administrative and
(Continued on Page 8)

50% Less Dark Houses in

N. Y.; Exhibs. Generally
Avoid Seasonal Closings

Despite reported dips in business,

Summer closings in not only the met-
ropolitan area but throughout the
country generally are far fewer than
a year ago, a Film Daily survey
yesterday established.

Healthy state of exhibition in the
New York territory is reflected in

a check-up of houses currently shut-
tered, as recorded by the Film
Board of Trade.
At least 50 per cent fewer houses

are dark in the area this Summer,
as compared to last, it is revealed,

—

the list totaling 21 stands, as fol-

lows, with their circuit affiliation, if

(Continued on Page 6)

Philly Exhibitors

Bucking the Heat

Philadelphia—Summer closings in

the important Philly territory are
not more than normal and if any-
thing are less. The early cool spell

was a break for houses and although
heat has been here a week, no rush
of closings has resulted. Some
houses have taken advantage of

summer to close temporarily for pos-
(Continued on Page 7)

20th-Fox Sues Century,
Claims Contract Broken

Century Circuit, Inc. of N. Y. was
named defendant yesterday in a suit

filed in N. Y. Supreme Court by 20th

Century-Fox Film Corp. which seeks
some $30,000 for a claimed breach

(Continued on Page 7)

Fewer Bill Changes
in Oklahoma Spots.

Oklahoma City — Film salesmen have

been bringing back many reports of re-

duction in the number of changes per

week in theaters in the small towns
over the state. Many have dropped from
four changes to three a week, during

the past month and those with three

changes have been dropped to two a

week in many instances. These changes
are obviously made to cut down the

house "nut" to allow a profit.
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FINANCIAL
(Thursday, July 25)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat 7% 7'/4 7'/4 + 14
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2 %)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 120 120 120 +1
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 9</4 9 9'/4 + 'A
Loew's, Inc 24 Vi 2414 24% + i/4
do pfd
Paramount 5 4% 5

Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film

RKO New 3 2% 3
20th Century-Fox ... 6'/8 6 6Vs
20th Century-Fox pfd. 1514 1514 1514+ %
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2'/g 2l/8 2% — Vs
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46. 10014 100% 10014 + 14
Loew's deb. 3V2 s46. . 102'/2 10214 10214— 14
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 '/4s47 85 Vi 85 Vi 85 Vi
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45... 63'/2 65Vi
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 56 60

AVAILABLE -
(July 30)

Secretary— 10 years' experience in

motion picture industry, excellent

references.

Box 1903 THE FILM DAILY
1501 Bway. New York City

Int. Film Center Will
Have British Section

The British Government has ac-
cepted an invitation to establish a
British Section of International Film
Center on an experimental basis.
This Section, which is under the
control of International Film Cen-
ter, will co-operate in bringing to

this country and making available
for general distribution, British
films of educational value. Richard
Ford has been appointed by the
British Government to take charge
of the British Section.

International Film Center, created
to promote international understand-
ing through the international inter-
change of films, has been instrumen-
tal in bringing to this country films
from Finland, Holland, England,
Canada, and the Latin-American Re-
publics, and has sent selected Amer-
ican films of educational value all

over the world.

Members of the Board are James
T. Shotwell, of the Committee on
Intellectual Co-operation; George F.
Zook, of the American Council on
Education; Luther Gulick, of the In-
stitute of Public Administration;
William Berrien, of Northwestern
University; Henry Goddard Leach,
of the American Scandinavian Foun-
dation; and Richard J. Walsh, of
Asia magazine.

Sound Track Bulletins

Released to Industry

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—The Research Council

of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences has started distri-

bution throughout the industry of a
bulletin confining specifications for
standard release print sound track
which will hereafter be used by all

studios participating in the Research
Council co-operative technical pro-
gram.

The report publishtd in the Bul-
letin, prepared by the Council's Com-
mittee on Sound Track Standards
under the chairmanship of Wesley
C. Miller of Metro Studios, contains
a drawing showing all of the details
of the specifications and an explana-
tory report detailing the Commit-
tee's consideration leading to its

adoption of the approved specifica-

tions.

Theater "Hosiery Night'

Introduced in Detroit

Detroit—Hosiery Night is making
its bow here at the Harmony Thea-
ter, operated by the Krim Circuit.

Every lady buying an adult ticket

gets a hosiery coupon, and may re-
ceive a pair of hosiery for 25 cents
upon presenting three coupons on
Wednesday night.

Plan is distributed nationally by
Distributors, Inc., which is opening
offices in the Film Exchange Build-
ing here. Organizers are W. W.
Bailey, W. R. Young, J. E. L. Dea-
con and H. V. Gilbert.

WCAU Gets Permit for New
Philly Television Station

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — FCC yesterday

granted a construction permit for a

new Philadelphia television station,

to be operated by WCAU Broadcast-
ing Co. The new station will be on
television channel No. 5 (84,000-

90,000 kilocycles) with 1 kilowatt

aural and visual power.
WCAU 'proposes to experiment

with 441 to 729 lines and 15 to 30

frames, and to study the effect of

tall buildings, hills and obstructions.

Nova Scotia Theaters
Tops in Canadian Drive

Montreal—The Canadian film in-

dustry's drive to sell War Savings
Stamps through the medium of free

shows resulted in the disposition of

$695,448 worth of stamps by 968
co-operating theaters, with 61 small
houses still to report but expected
to raise the total to $700,000 when
they do. Nova Scotia had the high-
est per seat average, obtaining $1.90,

and the highest theater average of

$1,120. Drive's goal was $1,000,000.

"Rebecca" in Third Week
Gains Ground in London

London (By Cable)—Who said
there's a war? Selznick's "Re-
becca" at the Gaumont theater here
in its third week topped the biz of

the opening and second stanzas.

New York Strand Gets
"Sea Hawk" on Aug. 9

Warners' "The Sea Hawk" defi-

nitely goes into the New York
Strand on Aug. 9 as a pre-release,

the home office confirmed yesterday.
National release is Aug. 31.

COfniriG and COM

MORT BLUMENSTOCK, in charge of ad
ing and publicity for Warners in the Eas

JOSEPH BERNHARD, general manager of .

ner Theaters, leave tonight on the Stra:
j

for the Burbank studios. They will be
about a week.

ARTHUR RIPLEY is due in New York s

from the Coast to confer on the Francis H
play, "Anne Boleyn," which he will dij

HORACE MacMAHON has left the^fj
join his wife, Louise Campbell, in Skow
Maine, where he is to appear opposite I

a play.

GENE ECKMAN, aged 12, arrives at the
lot on Tuesday from Atlanta for a test f>

role of Jody in "The Yearling."

BURGESS MEREDITH has arrived at the
from New York.

JOE PENNER, CONSTANCE MOORE and I
MORAN are due back at the Coast the
of the week from their trip East.

EDWIN JUSTUS MAYER is due in New
shortly, having completed the script of

'

of the Wilderness" for M-C-M. While
he expects to write a play for Fall prodt

JACK PEGLER and STANLEY SHUFOF
Lord Cr Thomas, are in Hollywood for two
inspecting new RKO product.

WALTER KANE is here from the Coast
business trip.

E. D. VENTURINI is due to leave Holl

by train Monday to complete arrangemen
his independent western picture, "Doc H>

of Tombstone."

BOB TAYLOR, Monogram Pictures m.

at St. Louis, accompanied by MRS. TAYL
enjoying a two weeks' vacation at Nisswa,

BOB WILLIAMS of Warner Bros.' New
publicity department has arrived on the
for a two weeks' business visit.

RICK RICKETSON, Fox Intermountain g
manager, is in New York for two weeks.

HARRY GOETZ, associate producer witt

Gordon, is in New York from the Coast.

Three Set for Music Hall

Radio City Music Hall has I

"South of Pago Pago" (UA), "II
and Prejudice" (Metro) and "L 1
Partner" (RKO Radio) as atl]

tions to follow ATAHT in that o:i



WE POIN
with
PRIDE!
'Pride and Prejudice' riproaring comedy

Jarson had such a role."

plenty of real laughs. Not since 'Goodbye Mr. Chips' has Greer

—Louella O. Parsons, Nationwide Columnist

Delightful . . . brought to life by one of the finest groups of characterizations in recent memory. The production

y Hunt Stromberg is truly magnificent; the direction by Robert Z. Leonard marked with adroit master crafts-

manship . . . Due for considerable boxoffice attention . . . Greer Garson exquisite." —Hollywood Reporter

, As up-to-the-minute as today. . .Well done and splendidly acted. . . Directed with skill."

—

Box Office Magazine

An altogether delightful and moving romantic comedy . . . For the prospective audience of millions who have

ead and re-read Jane Austen's tale, there has been added the attractive lure of big marquee names."

—Motion Picture Daily

The cast guarantees good representation at the boxoffice." —Showmen's Trade Review

Delightful comedy . . . offers two hours of charming entertainment . . . Robert Leonard turns out his most

•rilliant work . . . Greer Garson demonstrates again her stellar calibre . . . Laurence Olivier in a role as impressive

s any he has played.. .This type of comedy should be most welcome and is calculated to please women especially."

— Daily Variety

Audiences are going to get a real lift out of this M-G-M production . . . Greer Garson's first real opportunity

ince 'Goodbye Mr. Chips.' Olivier in excellent form." —Harrison Carroll, Los Angeles Herald Express

One of the most charming pictures to reach screen in many months . . . Greer Garson reveals herself expert

n characterizations glistening with comedy . . . Laurence Olivier is at his

omantic best." — Edwin Schallert, Los Angeles Times

'Lavishly mounted picturization of Jane Austen's famed novel."

—The Exhibitor

'Handsome production . . . acted with consummate skill . . . performers at

heir best . . . Robert Z. Leonard has done a splendid job."

— Harry Mines, Los Angeles News

i 'Splendid entertainment; cast, production and direction topnotch."

/
j

—Film Daily

HI

PPENS AUGUST 8* AT

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL



Loss of Tourists

Hits Detroit Biz
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(Continued from Page 1)

erated by E. E. Kirchner, as the key-
vnn house of the downtown zone.
Canadian money taken in at the box-
office averaged $300 a week until
recently—now it has slumped to $2
top a week.
The American restrictions, how-

ever, have further discouraged
American tourists from coming to
Detroit, usually by way of the over-
Canada route through Niagara Falls
or Buffalo, which is the shortest
route between the East and North
Central states. Tourists usually
stopped at downtown hotels, and
visited a downtown show, but this
business has vanished, Kirschner
said, box-office grosses falling se-
verely as a result.

Probe Disappearance
Of Garden Theater Mgr.

Disappearance of Walter Ebeling,
31, manager of the 86th St. Garden
Theater in Yorkville which features
German films, was reported yester-
day to be under investigation of
local police and Federal agents.

Ebeling, a naturalized citizen of
Swedish birth, was allegedly seen
last on July 9 in South Bend, Ind.

Inquiry last night brought a
guarded statement from the theater
to the effect that personnel there
knows only that Ebeling left some
time ago on his vacation and has not
returned.

Redman Dies in Englewood
Englewood, N. J.—Frank E. Red-

man, 61, special patrolman at Fort
Lee, N. J., and former property man
for several film studios, died here
on Wednesday as a result of a cere-
bral hemorrhage while on duty. At
one time he was chief property man
for the Famous-Lasky studio in

Fort Lee, and when this studio was
discontinued he worked for Para-
mount Pictures, Inc., in New York.

%^3°¥oil
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THE FILM
DAILY to

JULY 26

Emil Jannings

Charles Butterworth

C. L. Yearsley

Nat Levine

JULY 27

Natalie Moorehead Joseph Quillan
Charles Vidor Lawrence Gray

Albert Wetzel

JULY 28

Rudy Vallee Edward Martindel

Skeets Gallagher Joe E. Brown
Blanche Mehaffy

T T T
• • • ONCE upon a time in the not so long ago the

average Chamber of Commerce with sparse exception was
virtually synonymous with a Chamber of Horrors so horrified were

its solons if a film publicist suggested that the august body

co-operate in putting across a movie in the community In

turn, the publicist was a mite horrified to contemplate that C of C
birds couldn't see beyond their respective noses that many movies

packed potent power to benefit the community in many ways

especially pictures which had an association with the community

Ignorance, habit and incompetency appear to have been the widespread

elements in the narrow minds of the C of C nabobs

Hence, the publicist far more often than not wasted his sweet

suggestion on the desert air

T
• • • BUT came the dawn and today the shoe is

patently on the other foot Now, the frequency with which

C of C's directly or indirectly beat paths to the doors of

picture companies to get the latter to accord world premieres

and such to their particular town is almost boring

In the dear (?) dead past the pix companies have been

known to tremblingly offer inducements to the community
but in the dear, live present it's the other way 'round

One of the best examples of how amazingly the worm has

turned is the private report out of Nashville, Tenn
that the said town spent considerable dough —its co-operat-

ing residents we mean— in putting on a big bally in

conjunction with the premiere there of Republic's "Grand
Ole Opry" Considerably more than a rumor has it that

the big doings down Nazhville way cost Republic a grand

total of about $8.50

T T T
• • • THE "hot spot" of Broadway exploitationally speaking

(and how it speaks!) is that series of banners stretching

across the entire forehead of the building which houses Loew's

Criterion, the disused International Casino, et al These banners

tell the crossroads of the world and the multi-thousands of enter-

tainment seekers thereon that the Walt Disney Festival will open

tomorrow at the aforementioned Criterion "Snow White" and a

slick selection of Walt's most famous short films will be on the program

They're all proclaimed on the banners which collectively measure

300 feet long and nine feet deep RKO-Radio. the Disney forces

and Loew's Criterion are collaborating on the Festival

T T T
e • • STUFF: Hark!—the Jeb Stuart conducting the

Movie Quizz Program on Tuesdays o'er WEVD is none other than

Jess (Paramount) Goodman Meyer Hutner of the Journal-

American drama desk has completed a movie original, "Ex-

Lawyer," which is makin' rounds of the studios Howard
Wilson, theater mgr. of Findlay, Ohio, is doin' his durndest to

grab the world premiere of Republic's "Down by the Old Mill

Stream" for his house and town Joe Bernes of Sol Bernes

Booking Exchange, Detroit; Miss Lillian Spear of Dubinsky Bros.

Theaters, St. Joe, Mo.; and Alex Schreiber, Associated Theaters

of Detroit prexy, were 'mong out-of-town industry-ites to visit

the RKO Radio Exhibs' Lounge this week Wotta bill the

local Paramount will flash commencing Wednesday, what with

"The Boys From Syracuse" on the screen and Allan Jones and

Irene Hervey (stars o' the attraction appearing in person) plus

Xavier Cugat's ork and Ray Bolger Everybody in the biz is

watching "The Ramparts We Watch"

Four Circuits Not

Opposing Decree

(Continued from Page 1)

age changed. Opposition to the pi

vision which would permit an [

hibitor with less than five theat<

to obtain any run he desires a

was expressed.
Circuits which are said to d/S

favor a consent decree or ar?»*
opposed to one are Loew's, RK
Warner Bros, and National Theate

Air Conditioned Nabes
Lick Heat In Detroit

Detroit—Air conditioning in ns

theaters is proving effective in coi

batting the effect of the torrid we
on biz. The first few days of 1

heat wave, patronage fell off sha;

ly, as the public generally sou|
amusement relief in parks a

beaches. After a few experiem
proving that the weather is "ji

as hot out as it is at home," th

turned back to the cooled theat'

for recreation and relief from 1

heat.

Typical reaction comes from I

Hollywood Theater, one of the la:

est nabes. After dropping off t

weeks ago, business has returr
to around 75 per cent of normal, c<

sidered very satisfactory-
Downtown biz is off more.

Walt Disney Festival
In Five Towns

The Disney Festival "Snow Wh
and the Seven Dwarfs," in assoc
tion with "The Ugly Duckling," "1

Practical Pig," "Ferdinand the Bv
and "Donald's Lucky Day," openi
at the Criterion tomorrow, is playi
concurrently at the Blue Mouse T
ater, Seattle; the Century, Rochest
Palace, Akron; Hippodrome, Buffs
and the Paramount, Syracuse,
will be given immediate general
lease.

K-A-O to Pay 1938 Dividend
K-A-O's board has declared a di

|

dend, out of operating surplus,
$1.75 per share on the 7 per c<

cumulative convertible pref err
stock for the quarter ended Mai
31, 1938, payable on Oct. 1, to 1

holders of record of said stock
the close of business on Sept. 16

55th St. Playhouse Closing
The 55th St. Playhouse clo:

Sunday night, with reopening set i

Labor Day when "Schubert's Se
nade," French pix, will have its U.
premiere.

WEDDING BELLS

Ben S. Agren, Producers Rele:

ing Corp. executive, was marr
last night to Dorothy Alice Per:

at the Hotel Adams. The couple v

honeymoon in the Poconos.



WASHINGTON: box-office reports

IGGEST OPENING DAY SINCE "SNOW WHITE"!

f"Stirring, Challenging, Memorable, Inspiring"... say Washing-
i

n press, government leaders, critics, columnists and otherswho

itnessed the World Premiere of "The Ramparts We Watch".

r ;< o
RADIO,
PICTURES

•

"A strikingly different and challenging mo-

tion picture—an encouraging and provoca-

tive spectacle. The story has drama, poig-

nance, humor, movement. An inspired lesson

from history reduced to the simple intimacy

of the family album. 100% timely today."

Jay Carmody, Washington Star

" 'The Ramparts We Watch' is timely to a

split second— chronicled with an impact

that is stunning—vastly inspiring in its

inescapable reminder of the capacity, the

courage and the greatness of a unified

America. It was spontaneously cheered by

the audience."

Nelson B. Bell, Washington Post

"It is marvelous. I enjoyed every minute

of it."

Major General T. Holcomh,

Commandant of U. S. Marine Corps

"A moving, prophetic, significant story. No
American who sees it will ever forget it."

Major George Fielding Eliot

"A magnificent success as a complete, ac-

curate and stirring presentation of the

events of 1914-18. This is a picture that

American youth must see. It will make
them think."

Charles W. Taussig,

Chmn. National Advisory Comm. NYA

".
. . deeply impressive."

Senator George W. Norris

" 'The Ramparts' is an utterly true picture

of the most exciting period of American

history. To those who lived through the

great war, the emotion this picture brings

is so personal as to be an intimate experi-

ence. It is exactly what each of us saw

and heard and felt."

Mark Sullivan

THE

FIRST FEATURE PICTURE PRODUCED

RAMPARTS f WE WATCH
11

BY THE MARCH OF TIME
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Money Restrictions

For Foreign Employes

(Continued from Page 1)

to withdraw more than $500 a month.
This measure will be enforced to

prevent large amounts of money be-
ing sent to the employes' home coun-
tries and eventually falling into the
hands of the invaders.

Great Cast for U.S.-U.K.

Charities Pix, 'Rafters Ring'

(Continued from Page 1)

interest only and to distribute the
picture at cost.

Stars, director, author and sup-
porting players are donating their
services. Lelander McCormick-Good-
hart will be honorary trustee of the
fund and Dr. A. H. Giannini will act
as recipient of proceeds allocated to

American charities.

Appearing in picture are Brian
Aherne, Freddie Bartholomew, Ma-
deleine Carroll, Ronald Colman, Errol
Flynn, Joan Fontaine, Grade Fields,

Greer Garson, Carey Grant, Sir

Cedric Hardwicke, Charles Laughton,
Vivien Leigh, Herbert Marshall, Vic-
tor McLaglen, Ray Milland, Anna
Neagle, Anna Lee, Merle Oberon,
Maureen O'Hara, Laurence Olivier,

Sabu, Claude Rains and C. Aubrey
Smith. The story is set in London
and covers the period from 1780 to

2000 A.D.

Grand, Oelwein, Reopening
Des Moines, la.—Central State's

Grand Theater at Oelwein will re-

open tomorrow, completely remodeled
at a cost of $30,000. Central States

also has completed renovating its

Empress, Fremont, and is re-decor-

ating the Strand at Grinnell.

Hueter Hurt in Plane Crack
Toledo, O.—Paul S. Hueter, of the

American Theater Supply Co., is re-

covering from injuries received when
an airplane he was piloting crashed
into a cornfield near Toledo, killing

his companion. Hueter received an
arm fracture, head injuries, and
shock. Hueter is a commercially
licensed pilot.

"Flesh" Stays In New Haven
New Haven—The Loew-Poli Bi-

jou will continue vaudeville tomor-
row and as long thereafter as

business warrants, instead of clos-

ing as originally planned.

Mitterling Takes Fargo

Chicago — E. E. Mitterling has
taken over the Fargo Theater, Syca-
more, and will modernize.

Get'Acquainted Day
Denver—The entire force of the

Paramount Theater in North Platte, 22
in all, visited Denver for one day to

get a peek at other Fox houses and to

get acquainted with the force at the

Denver headquarters. The visit was
under the supervision of Ray Davis, dis-

trict manager, and Les Newkirk, man-
ager of the house.

Fewer Closings This Summer
Only VA% of Seats in N. Y. Area Affected

(Continued from Page 1)

any, indicated, together with the
number of seats in each outlet:

MANHATTAN: Bijou (Belle The-
aters), 600; Bijou, 600; Barclay,
1,331; Belmont, 543; Bridge, 550;
Hollywood (Loew's), 1,261; Rivoli,

2,092.

BROOKLYN: Classic (Stamatus),
550; Eagle, 490; Empress (Rand-
force), 1,595 Flatbush (Brandt), 1,-

695; Jefferson, 425; New Singer,
565; Wilson (Randforce), 966.

BRONX: Ascot (Consolidated),
599; Windsor (Brandt), 1,600.

NEW YORK STATE: Playhouse,
Rye, (Prudential), 600; Strand,
North Tarrytown, 600.

NEW JERSEY: Opera House,
Bayonne, 1,450; Rialto, Ridgefield
Park, 600 Empire, Rahway, (Co-
calis), 980.

Figured on the basis of seats, the
present summer shutterings repre-
sent a decline of only 19,592 seats

in a territory which, as of January
of this year had an aggregate seat-

ing capacity in then-open theaters of
1,2:40,304. Therefore, the closings

this summer represent approximately
one and a half per cent of the Jan-
uary total of seats.

Only 2% of Northern Ohio
Film Theaters Close Down

Cleveland—Approximately two per

cent of the film theaters in the
Northern Ohio territory have adopted
a closing policy during the 1940
summer period and less than two per
cent of the houses are operating on
a part-time basis, according to a
check-up of exchanges. Most of the

closings have been in the small
towns throughout the state or in col-

lege towns, it is reported, the shut-

terings duplicating the situation in

1939. In the larger cities, practical-

ly no summer closings were reported
in 1939 and the same condition pre-

vails this year.

In 1939, 11 houses out of a total

of 487 theaters closed during June
and July. In 1940 only seven houses
are reported closed. In 1939, how-
ever, nine houses were reported as

operating on reduced time sched-
ules, while practically no reduced
schedules of playing time are re-

ported for 1940.

1940 Mid-Eastern Closings
Fewer, Cincinnati Reports

Cincinnati — Summer closings

throughout the mid-Eastern terri-

tory are less this year than last

year. In previous years, closings

ran from 12 to 20 houses. In most
coal and steel foundry sections the-

aters will close only to remodel and
renovate.

Minimum of Dark Picture
Theaters in St. Louis

St. Louis—Despite the fact that

the two weeks' notices have been
posted in some first and subsequent-

run houses for several weeks, shut-

tering here has been held to a mini-

mum this summer in contrast to the

situation a year ago.
Out in the territory—Eastern Mis-

souri and Southern Illinois—there

has been about the normal number
of Summer season closings. One
new unit of importance entered op-

erations recently—the new Rogers
Varsity in Carbondale, 111. A num-
ber of other new houses are contem-
plated.

Fewer Closings In Oklahoma
Despite 20% Business Drop
Oklahoma City, Okla.—In spite of

the fact that business is off about
20 per cent in the State compared
with the first six months of last

year, Summer closings are very few
this year, according to a survey of

Firm Row exchanges.

Film row bookers had difficulty re-

calling even a half dozen closings

this entire Summer period while last

year there were probably twice as
many theaters closed for the hot
weather. It may be that theater
ranks were shaken out during the

winter season by adverse business
conditions leaving those still operat-

ing in a better position to operate
profitably.

Iowa Summer Shuttering
Said Less Than In 1939

Des Moines, la.—Summer closings
are reported as less than a year
ago in Iowa, giving distributors a
slight gleam of hope for Summer
business. Only few houses have shut
down for hot spell which are mostly
usual Summer foldups.

Chicago Closings Fewer
Than for Last Summer
Chicago — Summer closings this

year are fewer than for the same
period last year due mainly to cooler
weather, prevailing until a week ago.
B & K has closed none, but Great
States closed two smaller houses.
Essaness circuit closed one, Schoen-
stadt, two, Warner circuit none. Sev-
eral smaller independents have re-
cently closed. A few have cut out
matinees, but are open evenings. Ex-
treme hot weather this week may
bring more closings next week.

Jacksonville's Theaters
Open; Some Fla. Closings

Jacksonville, Fla.—In this immed-
iate territory there have been no
Summer closings nor prospects of

closing. This however is not true of
Florida as a whole as many of the
smaller communities where the big
crop is tourist business, closings re-

sult during May, June, July, August
and September. Some curtail pro-
grams to three times weekly.

Business has been off in the Jack-
sonville houses over last year despite
perhaps one of the best tourist sea-
sons in many years. However, with
the big Naval Air Base project now

«REVICUJS>
"The Villain Still

Pursued Her"
with Hugh Herbert, Anita Louise,

Alan Mowbray
RKO 65 Mi

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

SCREEN TRAVESTY SHOULD PILE I

HEAVY LAUGH TOTAL IF CAREFli*
HANDLED AND PROPERLY PRESENT^

Carefully handled and properly presente

this travesty, which is an innovation in pi

tures, should pile up a heavy total of laugr

It is based on the old melodrama, "Tl

Fallen Saved," and the players are purpose

allowed to "ham" all over the place ai

given "close-ups" for confidential "aside

to the audience. Some good, old-fashion

slapstick is introduced effectively, whi

several laugh-provoking gags and situatio

are used. Edward F. Cline, a veteran come
director, guided the laughs, with Harold

Franklin functioning as producer. Elbe

Franklin fashioned the screenplay.

Hugh Herbert plays a "philanthropist-'

former," and Anita Louise a "long suffer:

heroine." Alan Mowbray enacts "the villa

who pursued her," Buster Keaton is

"staunch friend to the last," and Joy

Compton is Keaton's "half-witted sistei

Richard Cromwell is "the hero" "woe to hi ;

drinking man." Diane Fisher is "the an§

daughter" of Cromwell and Anita Lou l

Margaret Hamilton plays "the heroine-lovii

mother," and Billy Gilbert is the maste

of-ceremonies of the prologue, inviting t

audience to hiss and applaud.

Mowbray is the dastardly villain w
causes Cromwell to take his first drin

Mowbray seeks to ruin Cromwell and \

wife, Anita Louise. He buries an old v>

left by Cromwell's father, but in the e
justice prevails and Mowbray is convict'

and sent to jail to repay society for his fc

deeds. Cromwell reforms and returns to

happy family life.

CAST: Hugh Herbert, Anita Louise, AI

Mowbray, Buster Keaton, Joyce Compto
Richard Cromwell, Billy Gilbert, Margar

Hamilton, Diane Fisher.

CREDITS: Producer, Harold B. Frankli

Director, Edward F. Cline; Screenplay, E

bert Franklin; Cameraman, Lucien Ballan

Musical Director, Frank Tours; Art Direi

tor, Lewis Rachmil; Editor, Arthur Hilton.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPH'
Good.

Benny Goodman Recovering
Rochester, Minn.— Benny Gooc

man, band leader, will be permitte
to leave the local St. Mary's Hosp
tal in 10 days, Mayo Clinic phys
cians say. He came here from Hollj

wood on July 11 after a sciatica ai

tack and underwent an operation.

under way in Jacksonville there i

every reason for optimism as $15
000,000 to $20,000,000 will be sper

by the Government and thousand
given employment. The city's popv

,

lation of 174,000 is expected to ir

crease to 250,000 by 1950 or th
(

time the next census is taken.
The first Drive-In Theater wa

opened last Fall and has been click

ing along nicely with good grosse:

Fourth and fifth-run pictures an
the best of re-issues make up th

programs which are changed thre

times weekly.
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unsenf Decree

ar Showdown

(Continued from Page 1)

completed their meeting's of pro-

; against certain provisions of the
sent decree proposals, attorneys
both sides busied themselves
studying the objections and at-

ing to meet the criticized

es with alternatives.

i.pokesmen yesterday insisted that
i-amount would not balk if its

';tners' protests were not heeded.
i the other hand, there were rumors
t Paramount might walk out of

!
proceedings and prepare for trial

:he others accepted a settlement.
Jovernment attorneys were of the
jnion that exhibitors would wel-
le the clause limiting the sale

pictures to blocks of five, a plan,

y said, which would not put them
a disadvantage competitively. Re-
ion to this clause, however, on the
'H of Paramount partners was ex-
; mely unfavorable. It was indicated
>fficially that the clause may be
nged to permit blocks of four,
teason for the rush of activities

the part of Paramount partners
change the proposals was the fact
t the trial had been ordered to

nume if an agreement had not been
; ched by Aug. 1, it was stated yes-
day. Now that the trial has been

) back to Oct. 7, need for pressure
. been lessened. However, a quick
ision is expected.

iuZ Williams Asks PCC
i Consent Decree Ideas
at Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Questioned if he had
eived any reply to his request
ative to a proposed consent decree,
H. Poole, executive secretary of

.C of ITO, stated that he was in

!eipt of a favorable answer from
jl Williams, special assistant to
orney general who is in charge
Department of Justice staff in New
rk engaged in trial of the all-in-

;try suit,

•"oole said the reply in part was:
' hen the proposals for a consent
'• ree have been placed in concrete
m, we shall communicate with
l and obtain your views thereon. If

i have any concrete suggestions
ich your organization believes
mid be embraced in a consent de-
je, will you kindly forward them
shout delay?".
"oole announces a meeting of PCC
stees to be held in Seattle, Aug.

..nd 9. Poole expects to leave for
ittle the forepart of next week
make arrangements with L. 0.

.
kan and Wm. G. Ripley, trustees

:
the Seattle organization, for this

feting.

Exhibs. Who Dropped Prices to Escape Tax
Held "Unpatriotic" by Deserting Patrons

St. Louis—Some houses in Southern Illinois and the few in Eastern Missouri which
slashed their prices from 25 cents to 20 cents in order to avoid the new Federal defense
tax have had a very decidedly unfavorable reaction from the cash customers. The cut
in rate hasn't helped attendance and some regular customers have quit coming because
they felt the effort to escape the tax unpatriotic, according to Film Row reports.

Educ. Film Institute

Receives Sloan Grant

(Continued from Page 1)

had declined to make a definite com-
mitment.

Discussing the EFI's activities,

Pollard stated:
"The real situation is that the Edu-

cational Film Institute is now revis-

ing: and completing the three films

'The Children Must Learn,' 'And So
They Live' and 'Valley Town' upon
which we have been engaged during
the last year. We are also making
production plans for a series of
pictures for the coming year, but
these plans are not yet in a state

for publication. The staff here will

remain as it is at present at least

throughout the summer, but if we
expand our production in the Fall
we may have to add one or two
people.

"Some flurry was caused by the
suspension of production on two of
our pictures, the one on new Ameri-
can frontiers and the one on agri-
cultural surpluses. This suspension
was made necessary by the informa-
tion we had from the Foundation
about the possibility of continuing'
its grant to us and by the changes
which the rapid progress of world
events seemed to make necessary in

the scripts which were then being
produced.

"The Institute, natui'ally, regrets
very deeply the losses and incon-
venience which this suspension caus-
ed among the film crews. However,
we feel that under plans now being
contemplated the net result will be
a gain for both the individuals con-
cerned and the documentary field in

general before this year is out."

B & K Theaters to Offer
Tele Programs in Lounges

(Continued from Page 1)

be installed and plans are in work to
start regular programs when the ex-
perimental work is completed.

Having received an FCC permit,
B & K is now considering a site
for the 500-foot transmission tower
in which the company plans to in-
vest $100,000.

Hi-Li Bach In Detroit
Detroit—Hi-Li Contests are back in

vogue in Detroit again, with a bicycle
giveaway as grand prize. About 30
theaters are in the deal now, with final
contestants being sent to the Fisher
Theater for the grand competition.
Stunt is put on as a Saturday matinee
attraction.

N.S.W. to Ask Government
Control of Seat Prices

Sydney (By Air Mail)—New South
Wales exhibitors will petition
Parliament to bring prices of seats
at film theaters under the same con-
trol as for other commodities. Ob-
ject is to prevent prices being raised
for films that distribs. may regard
as super-specials and seek advanced
prices.

20th-Fox Sues Century,
Claims Contract Broken

(Continued from Page 1)

of contract. A notice of trial for
Sept. 23 discloses that 20th-Fox
claims that Century failed to make
payment for certain films and re-
fused to play a number of pictures
allegedly required under a contract.
Attorneys stated that the dispute

covers some 25 Century theaters and
involves several hundred film con-
tracts. An answer has been served,
but not filed, raising a number of
counter claims.

William Phinney Stricken
William Phinney, 63, legit and

vaude actor who recently appeared
in cast of "Tobacco Road," died on
Wednesday in the Hotel Gregorian,
42 West 35th St. A son, William,
Jr., who lives in Bremerton, Wash.,
survives.

Franklyn Warner Under Knife
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY

Hollywood — Franklyn Warner,
president of Fine Arts Pictures, was
operated upon for appendicitis. His
condition is excellent.

Philly Exhibitors

Bucking the Heai

'Continued from Page 1)

sible renovation but closings as re-

sult of Summer are not more than
the seasonal average.

Detroit Summer Closings
This Season Are Negligible

Detroit—Summer closings of De-
troit theaters are negligible this

year. Practically no neighborhood
houses have darkened for this sea-
son and no down town houses ex-
cept the Cinema playing principally
foreign pictures. The Chopin the-
ater, which plays Polish pictures,
closed several weeks ago.
No first or second-run houses have

been closed, contrary to the usual
policy of closing houses like United
Artists.

No state theaters are definitely

reported closed because of the
weather. However a dozen or more
up-state theaters in resort areas have
opened making a definite Summer
gain in net operation.

Carlton E. Griffin Dead
Hollywood—Cartlon Elliott Grif

fin, 47, stage actor who appeared in

both silent and talking films, died
on Wednesday at his home here of

a heert ailment. His last work in

pictures was in "Before I Die," pro-
duced by Ben Hecht at the Columbia
studio.

Short Subjects

Are the Little Big Features

THAT KEEP

EVERYPROGRAM
ALIVE

Who has them—Who's in them
How good they are

THE CURRENT SHORT SUBJECT PARADE
in the

FILM DAILY SHORT SUBJECT ISSUE

OUT JULY 31
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Hays Org'n Asks

Hour Exemptions

'Continued from Page 1)

professional employes, who are ex-
empt from the provisions of the Act.
Harold Stein of the Wage-Hour di-
vision presided at today's hearing.
Companies included in these sta-

tistics, Mitchell said, were Columbia,
Sam Goldwvn, Loew's, Paramount,
RKO., Hal Roach, 20th Century-Fox,
Universal, Walter Wanger and War-
ners. Of the average employes to-
tal, 13,153 are considered bound by
the provisions of the law, he stated.
The industry is reasonably sure 832
employes are now exempt and con-
siders 4,556 exempt, but concedes
there may be dispute about these.

Offers New Definitions

On behalf of MPPDA, Mitchell
presented a set of suggested defini-
tions to replace those now in ef-
fect. He particularly asked that
the words "executive" and "adminis-
trative," now defined as one, should
be given separate definitions.
The industry's objective is exemp-

tion of real artists who are paid
commensurate with their work and
those employes in key positions who
must be exempt from hour limita-
tions while a picture is being made,
as they cannot be replaced during
that time. Actors may work only
48 hours per week, Mitchell said, but
these key people must work both
before and after the actors while
shooting is in progress and it may
run to 60 hours during this period.
The MPPDA definitions are in

summary:
EXECUTIVE—One whose primary duty is

management of the establishment or a cus-
tomarily recognized department and who di-
rects work of other employes and has authority
to hire and fire or make suggestions on hiring
and firing or promotion or other changes, and
who exercises directionary power and is not
required to do any substantial amount of work
of the same nature as performed by non-
exempt employes. Both the administrative
and executive definitions provide the employe
must be paid not less than $30 per week.

ADMINISTRATIVE—One whose primary
duty is to manage, direct or superintend em-
ployes of a customarily recognized unit or
division of a department or regularly and
directly assist an employe engaged in executive
capacity or administrative capacity exercising
discretion and independent judgment, or per-
form work involving execution of special as-
signments or tasks requiring exercise of dis-
cretion and independent judgment and whose
work is performed under circumstances in
which there is no direct supervision or con-
trol, or who is an essential member of the
staff or a head of a production department,
unit or division and whose services by reason
of his special or technical knowledge pertinent
to the particular production process cannot be
restricted as to hours without hindering, re-
ducing or delaying production.
PROFESSIONAL—One whose work is pre-

dominantly intellectual and varied in charac-
ter as opposed to routine work and of such
character that the output cannot be stand-
ardized in relation to given period of time,
and who is engaged in work which is largely
original and creative in character and of which
the result depends upon the conception, in-

vention, imagination, or genius of the em-
ploye, or who, is engaged in work based on
educational training in a specially organized
body of knowledge.

IATSE Voices Opposition

Joseph A. Padway, general coun-
sel of the A F of L, speaking for
the IATSE, made a short statement
to the effect that they will oppose
the MPPDA definitions as they do

Was an assistant

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

JAMES MOORE. Born in Los Angeles, 1901. Attended public school in Los
'"' Angeles. Worked for Southern California Music Co., as an errand boy.

Worked as a brakeman for the Pacific Electric Railway, but was determined

to enter motion picture industry as a cameraman. After rebuffs at several

studios, he "crashed" the Famous Players-Lasky Company laboratory and got

a job there. Later worked for David Horsley Laboratory. Became assistant

to Cameraman Will Nobles on the Jack Hoxie serials,

director at the old Goldwyn studios. Also worked
in cutting and property departments. During a

depression in picture industry sold automobiles.

Joined Technicolor as a film loader in 1930. Joined

Paramount's camera department. Organized the

Little Theater for Paramount's technical employees.

Directed and produced fourteen plays. Was made
dialogue director at Paramount. Made director of

tests at Paramount. Joined RKO as test director.

Travelled 65,000 miles by air, making tests of

"Gateway to Hollywood" candidates. On the

strength of a test viewed by Wallace MacDonald
and Ralph Cohn, was given a directorial assign-

ment by Columbia. Directed "The Secret Sev-

en" at Columbia.

Golden To Open Mono.
Southern Regional Meet

Atlanta—Edward A. Golden, Mon-
ogram general sales manager, will
preside over a regional sales meet-
ing of the company's southern ex-
changes here tomorrow. The com-
plete sales force of the Atlanta,
Memphis, Charlotte and New Or-
leans exchanges will be in attend-
ance, headed by John Mangham,
president of the four branches.

Among the Monogram reps,
scheduled to attend are M. L. Stev-
ens, J. E. McLeroy, 0. S. Barnett,
J. 0. Lamont, manager of the Char-
lotte office, Fred Mathis, M. E. Wi-
man, B. C. Tolley, J. Cummins, P.

H. Savin, assistant to Mang-
ham, W. A. Lewis, W. E. Osborne,
manager of the Memphis exchange,
William Lake, H. F. Cohen, Buford
Styles, and J. Harry Spann, man-
ager of the New Orleans branch.

"Dead on Arrival" Starts Mon.
West Coast Bureau, of THE FILM 'DAILY

Hollywood — "Dead on Arrival"
goes before the cameras at the Para.
studios on Monday. Onslow Stevens
has replaced Albert Dekker in the
cast. Other players are Joseph
Calleia, Paul Lukas and Phillip
Terry.

20-Fox Queries Branches
On Muni for "Hudson" Role

(Continued from Page 1) ,

are interested in putting him in one
of the season's biggest pictures. Ad-
vice of the branch managers is

sought on possible increased grosses
in view of an increased budget in the
event Muni is signed.

Jay C. Flippen Resigns
As AGVA President

Jay C. Flippen, president of the
American Guild of Variety Artists
since last September, has resigned
that post, his resignation having be-
come effective last Monday, it was
learned last night.
Dewey Barto of the "Hellzapoppin"

cast will be acting president until
the board meets on Aug. 5. It was
stated last night that the board
would ask Barto to continue as
AGVA's head.

not agree with Mitchell's distinctions
between artists and skilled workmen.
Padway said the industry seeks to
exempt too many.

Other movie groups scheduled to

testify next Monday are Hollywood
Guild Council, SPG^ Screen Set De-
signers; Screen Readers Guild, So-
ciety of Motion Picture Interior Dec-
orators; SWG, Screen Office Em-
ployes Guild; Local 852, Screen
Cartoonist Guild and Local 644, Mov-
ing Picture Painters, both affiliated

with Brotherhood of Painters, Dec-
orators and Paperhangers. George
E. Bodle will speak for these or-
ganizations. Henry Jaffe will rep-
resent the American Federation of
Radio Artists, to be followed by
Padway for the IATSE.

"Botany Bay" to Paramount
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Paramount has bought

"Botany Bay" by James Norman
Hall. Price was reported at $50,-
000. Joel McCrea will be starred in

the film.

Lloyd's First for Universal
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY
Hollywood — "The Lady from

Cheyenne" by Jonathan Finn and
Theresa Oakes will be Frank Lloyd's
first production for Universal. He
has opened negotiations with Carole
Lombard for the starring role.

Loretta Young to Wed
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Loretta Young and

Thomas H. Lewis will be married on
Wednesday in the Church of St. Paul
in Westwood Village.

HCLLywccr
* LAI IN< -j

To Reunite Rogers-Astaire
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—RKO Radio is seeking

a vehicle in which to reunite Ginger
Rogers and Fred Astaire next year.

— Br RALPH WILK —
—HOLLYW-

I AURENCE OLIVIER is reported signt
i

*~ Warners for the stellar male M^
"Captain Hornblower," and it is undM-
there is a strong likelihood that V

\

Leigh will be secured to co-star.

THE Golden Gate Exposition at San
' cisco has set aside next Wednesd;
"Kit Carson Day." It will mark the il

pletion of Edward Small's forthcoming

Carson." Guest of honor will be Kit Ca
3rd, grandson of the American pioneer

trail blazer.

• •
EDDIE ALBERT has taken approxim
C 30,000 feet of colored 16 mm. fih

his various adventures in Mexico,

footage shows him harpooning devilfish

other oversized denizens of the deep,

ing in and out of little known coves

waterways, and living with native fishei

and hunters of Mexico.

• •
kiORE than 300 musically inclined yo
'"' sters, who appeared in "There's rv

In Music," which Andrew Stone prod

and directed for Paramount, will be ei

tained at the director's home in West'
by a swimming pool party and ma
barbecue.

• •
/^EORGE MURPHY has develope
^^ unique, yet simple electric timing >

vice, to clock the trotting horses

housed on his ranch near Escondido.

trotters get daily work-outs on the I

which has been built on the actor's p

erty.

• •
kJEW Warner studio contract roster

' ^ veals three new players raised to

dom by Jack L. Warner. Players are H

phrey Bogart, Ida Lupino, and Jeffrey Ly

"kijARRIED BACHELOR," original

'"' Manny Seff dealing with a mj
relations counsellor who falls in love

his own wife, has been purchased by W
and will be produced by John W. Consii

Jr.

• •

A LICE FAYE and Betty Grable have I

** assigned leading roles in "Tin

Alley," a musical which 20th-Fox will

duce following the completion of "D

Argentine Way."

DAT O'BRIEN and his wife plan to I

' soon for an Alaska vacation. They
return early in September, before the 5'

15 release of "Knute Rockne—All Ar

ican."

• •

IEAN HERSHOLT is vacationing at

*J Bohemian Grove encampment on Rus

River near San Francisco.

NEXT Tuesday will be a red letter

day at RKO. Orson Welles finally

start shooting "Citizen Kane" on that
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OV'T PLANNING HEARINGS ON DECREE

xchange Biz in Gulf States Climbs 5 to 10 P. C.

HE WEEK IN
REVIEW

•ttsent Decree Near?
2= By L. H. MITCHELL =
VESTIC
tUITY CASE: At week's start
liovernment asked a trial period
i possible consent decree, later
ig that a "substantial agree-
" had been reached . . . The

•le Three," however, stated they
'i not accept a consent decree
l demanded trial of the equity

. . . Para, partners objected to

onsent proposals, fearing a loss

c tying power . . . SETOA in con-
en went on record as opposing

(
>lock of five pix plan . . . Four
iits, Loew's, RKO, Warners and
Dnal Theaters, were stated at

-end not opposing a consent de-

..OSINGS FEWER: Film Daily
By revealed that closing of the-
for the Summer are fewer than

,39. Check-up showed 50 per cent
'r dark houses in the N. Y. terri-

... In Northern Ohio but 2 per
of theaters closed . . . Chicago,

Xouis, Jacksonville, Cincy, St.

Js, Oklahoma City, Cleveland, Des
5

es and other cities reported few-
osings.

* * *

IIS AND THAT: Action on
<y bill at this session seen as
» . . . Metro will retain code con-
-ons in its exhib. pacts . . . N. Y.
d welcomed into the MPTOA by
y Ed Kuykendall as unit begins
;ion of Northern N. J. . . . Sco-
y rep. announced that the Brit-
ele concern would open a branch
le U. S. . . . DuMont and CBS
assigned new tele channels by

3
?CC . . . Pittsburgh exhibs. plan
against coin-in-slot pix, as

ly Roosevelt delivers 10 pix to
Mills Novelty Co. . . . Ed Kuy-
11 sees exemption on admission
mder 21 cents near an end . . .

olas M. Schenek asserts quality
ire the need of the industry . . .

reports 39-week net of $2,450,-
its program of top-budget pix
y is put up to the exhibs. . . .

d asks that buying of pix wait
s survey of product . . . MPPDA
d Wage-Hour Board for exemp-

(Continued on Page 8)

Gain Over First Six Months
Of 1939 Credited to Better

Pix, Greater Attendance

New Orleans—Business for ex-
changes in the Gulf States area for

the first six months of 1940 is from
five to 10 per cent better in com-
parisons with the same period in

1939, a check made here reveals.

The increase in business which
some exchanges attribute to better
product and which others attribute
to increased attendance, may not re-

flect altogether a clear view of the
heater situation, however.
Increased revenue on the whole

(Continued on Page 4)

Standard Shelves

Hold-over Policy

Oklahoma City, Okla.—New poli-

cies announced by Standard The-
aters will provide Oklahoma City
with six first-run theaters, five in

the downtown sector, thus bringing
new screen product here shortly af-

ter release dates. Second week
(Continued on Page 4)

20th-Fox Renews Deal
For Paul Terry Reels

Although their present arrange-
ment still has one year to go, 20th-
Fox and Terry-Toons have signed
a long term renewal contract for

the distribution of Paul Terry's ani-
(Continued on Page 8)

"See Slum* Twice,"
Bids B & K; Gets Biz
Chicago—B & K in its special institu-

tional newspaper display copy plugging
its air-conditioned houses is urging
patrons to "come early, stay late, bring

the youngsters," with the added sugges-
tion, "See the show twice if you like,

then visit the spacious, inviting lounges
and smoking rooms." Copy has materially

boosted biz, the circuit reports.

Dual Stage Bill

Chicago's Latest

Chicago—Now it's a double stage
bill here.

The Oriental theater on Monday
nights and the State Lake theater
on Wednesday nights are adding five

acts of pro. vaudeville to the regu-
lar stage and screen programs. That
means the bills on those two nights
run from three to three and a half

hours.
Extra acts are advertised as "pre-

view" vaude.

Contempt Move Dismissal
Asked by Omaha Exhibs.

Lincoln, Neb.—Omaha's six exhib-

itors, mentioned in a recent Supreme
Court order to show cause as to why
they should not be cited for contempt
of court for operation of Prosperity
Clubs, filed for dismissal of the ac-

tion here.

Supreme Court took the stand
(Continued on Page 9)

,rrTop Terms tor "Ramparts'
Nothing Less Than "Snow White" Figures

Warner Torrington House
Goes to Brandt Sept. 1

Torrington, Conn.—Rayhope The-
aters Corporation, a Harry Brandt
company, will operate the 1247-seat
Alhambra Theater, leased and dark-
ened by Warner Bros, for many
years, as of September 1st. Policy
will be first-run and vaudeville.
Warner's opened this house two
years ago for a short period only,

(Continued on Page 8)

RKO district and branch man-
agers have been instructed to sell

"The Ramparts We Watch" at top
terms for Class A theaters with pre-

ferred playing time and all neces-
sary protections. The sales forces

have been advised that nothing less

than the terms asked for "Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs" will

be acceptable. All contracts and
playdates must be submitted to the

home office for approval.
Release date of the picture in each

(Continued on Page 8)

All Indie Units and In-

dividual Exhibs. to Get
Chance to Air Their Views

All independent exhibitor as-

sociations as well as individual
exhibitors will be allowed an
opportunity to present their views
on a consent decree in the Govern-
ment's equity suit, it was revealed
Friday by informed Government
sources.
The Government has not decided

in what form these hearings will be
held or whether they will be staged
before the decree is submitted to

Government officials in Washington.

Before Submission to Court

It was definitely stated, however,
that exhibitors would be heard before
the decree is presented to Federal

(Continued on Page 7)

Jt i.

Sees "Monopoly
1

in

5-Piclure Proposal

Assertion by Government attor-

neys that exhibitors would welcome
the right to buy pictures in blocks
of five brought vehement denials
from some independent theater and
circuit operators over the week-end
The five-picture clause in the pro-
posed consent decree has been one of

the principal points of controversy,

(Continued on Page 8)

No Restraint, Paramount
Answers in Trendle Suit

Answer was filed Friday by Para-
mount Pictures generally denying
allegations in the suit of George W.
Trendle against Paramount and John
H. King, formerly known as John H.
Kunsky. Paramount denied that a

(Continued on Page 9)

Metro Pays $20,000
For IMetv Bay Story

Metro has purchased film rights to

Lillian Pay's new book, "The Youngest
Profession," which will be published
Sept. 20 by Dcubleday Doran. Deal was
set by Ann Elmo, literary agent, with
purchase price reported at $20,000.
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FINANCIAL
(QUOTATIONS OF FRIDAY, JULY 26)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 11934 119 119 —1
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 9 8% 9 — i/4
Loew's, Inc 245/8 24 '/4 245/8 + l/4
do pfd
Paramount 5 5 5

Paramount 1st pfd.. 69]/2 69y2 69'/2 + '/2
Paramount 2nd pfd

Pathe Film 1% 7% 1% + Va
RKO New 3 2% 3

RKO $6 pfd 36 36 36
20th Century-Fox
20th Century-Fox pfd. 15 15 15 — !4
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2'/4 2y4 2^ + Vs
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3y2 s46. 102'/2 102y2 102]/2 + l/4
Para. B'way 3s55

Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47 85% 853/4 853/4+ 1/4

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48
NEW YORK CURB MARKET

Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1
3A 1% 1%

Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts 7 7 7 + !4
N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES

Bid Asked
Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45.. 63y2 65'/2
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 56 60

Illinois UTO Will Hold
Regional at Rockford

Rockford, 111. - - United Theater
Owners of Illinois will hold- a reg-

ional meeting at the Faust Hotel

here tomorrow, with Charley House
of the State theater as official host.

Program for discussion includes 16

mm. competition, legislation and
taxation.

a The Broadway Parade
Picture and Distributor Theater

All This, and Heaven, Too (Warner Bros. Pictures)—4th week Music Hall

New Moon (Mefro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—2nd week Capitol

Untamed (Paramount Pictures) Paramount
Turnabout (United Artists-Hal Roach) Roxy
They Drive by Night (Warner Bros. Pictures) Strand

Disney Parade of Hits—Snow White and Shorts (RKO Radio) (d) Criterion

Leopard Men of Africa (Select Attractions) Globe
Doomed to Die ( Monogram Pictures) Rialto

Now I'll Tell (Twentieth Century-Fox) (a) Central

Hi Yo, Silver (Republic Pictures) (a) Central

Tom Brown's Schooldays (RKO Radio Pictures) (a-b) .Palace
The Man Who Talked Too Much (Warner Bros. Pictures) (a-b) Palace

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—21st week World
Daybreak (French feature) '. ..Little Carnegie

FUTURE OPENINGS
South of Pago Pago (United Artists-Edward Small)—Aug. 1 Music Hall
Andy Hardy Meets Debutante (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)—Aug. 1 Capitol
The Boys from Syracuse (Universal-Jules Levey)—July 31 Paramount
The Man I Married (Twentieth Century-Fox)—Aug. 2 Roxy
The Sea Hawk (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Aug. 9 Strand
Three Faces West (Republic Pictures) (c) Criterion
Maryland (Twentieth Century-Fox)—Aug. 1 (a-b) Palace
Dr. Christian Meets the Women (RKO Radio Pictures)—Aug. 1 (a) Palace

(a) Dual bill, (b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill, (d) Revival.

Gordon Mills to Direct

Panorams Distribution

Chicago—Gordon Mills has been
placed in charge of the contract de-
partment for the new Panorams au-
tomatic projector of the Mills Nov-
elty Co. He will make his head-
quarters in Hollywood and will di-

rect the distributors of the new
equipment throughout the country.
The Chicago plant, will be geared

to 400 machines a week, as soon as
the production schedules are ready.
First shorts, produced in the Globe-
Mills Hollywood studios, have met
with good reception in test runs.

Would Register Operators
To Prevent "Poaching"

London (By Air Mail)—London
and Home Counties branch of the
CEA has decided to ask the General
Council of the CEA to consider the

registering of all industry people
who are in reserved occupations.

Action is proposed to prevent the

"poaching" of operators which is be-

coming a serious problem to exhibi-

tors. In some instances exhibitors
haxe trained as operators men who
were formerly ushers or other the-

ater attendants, paying them their

normal wage. Upon completing
their training, the men were leaving
for other positions. This "poaching"
is considered to be against regula-
tions recently broadcast by the Min-
ister of Labor.

and Raft P.A.

Lick Heat at the Strand

Bucking the hottest day of the
current New York heat wave, with
the mercury soaring to an official

94.3°, Warners' "They Drive By
Night," with George Raft doing a

p.a. and Will Osborne's ork opened
Friday at the New York Strand to
the biggest business since that com-
pany's "Fighting 69th" set a new
house record in January.

Lines started forming at 8 a.m.
and by 8:45 the crowd increased to

such an extent and the heat was so
oppressive, the police requested the
theater to begin to admit the pat-
rons. Picture went on at 9:10, 20
minutes before the scheduled pro-
gram. Lobby waits and street lines

both followed during the day.

Business over the week-end con-
tinued at the fast pace.

Product Shortage Moans
Have Little Basis in N. O.

CFI Minority Stockholders
Fight Dismissal of Suit

Minority stockholders of Consoli-
dated Film Industries, Inc., on Fri-

day filed notice of appeal to the
Appellate Division of the New York
Supreme Court from the dismissal

of their suit after trial by New
York Supreme Court Justice Carroll

G. Walter. Dispute is over the legal-

ity of Consolidated's loans to Re-
public Pictures and over claims of
mismanagement.

New Orleans—Moans of product
shortage, heard weekly in some
quarters here, do not seem to apply
generally, even though two first-run
houses have been having troubles for
the past few weeks with below par
features. Second-runs and neighbor-
hooders, however, seem to be doing
okay, with the bulk of features pull-
ing well.

"There's been a lot of hullabaloo
about a shortage of product," de-
clared a major booker here, "but I

can't see that it has affected this
market yet."

Four Major Home Offices

Close Early Due to Heat

With Friday the year's hottest day
thus far, four major company home
offices closed early. Metro, Warners
and Universal closed at 3 p.m. and
RKO turned the key at 3:15.

COminG and G0IIN

MURRAY SILVERSTONE left at the week
for Hollywood.

JACK COHN and NATE SPINGOLD a

Hollywood.

ROLAND REED, director, is here from H I

wood and is stopping at the Waldorf-Astor

RICHARD GREENE left the Coast yesh
for Canada to enlist.

ROSAMUND GILDER, Theater Arts magal
drama critic, is on the Coast visiting the sU

EDWARD DYMTRYK completed his
contract on Saturday and was due to
almost at once for Toronto to confer with
Dougherty of Canadian Films on directing
Three Together," propaganda film.

VIRGINIA VAN UPP has returned to
Coast from Charlottesville, Va., on locatioi

"Virginia."

The ANDREWS SISTERS are in Detroit
the Coast for a p.a.

CHARLES STARRETT is taking
Francisco Fair.

the

week-end visifcIRVING MACK was
New York from Chicago.

RALPH STITT left for Detroit at the v

end.

CRESSON SMITH, RKO Western sales
ager, arrives in Chicago early this week.

GEORGE BROWNE, IATSE prexy, is here
Chicago.

W. C. GEHRING, 20th-Fox Western
manager, is in Chicago.

JOE FITZGERALD, Paramount's booke
Chicago, is on an Indiana vacation.

DOROTHY GISH is visiting sister Lilli;

Chicago.

HOWARD DeTAMBLE, 20th-Fox booke,
Chicago, is on an Eastern vacation.

FRANCES TULLIS of Para.'s accounting
sion in Chicago is vacationing in the Eas

HARRY GITTLESON, editor of RKO R
publication, Flash, with MRS. CITTLESOI
motoring through New York State and New
land.

BEN MARCUS, prexy of the newly orga

U. S. Independent Theater Poster Exchan
in Chicago from Ripon, Wis.

JOE GUESS of the Memphis Press-Scimi
vacationing in New York.

FRANK MULLEN, Warner shipper, New H
is on vacation in Atlantic City.

WILLIAM ELDER, manager at Loew's, ril

burg, and MRS. ELDER, both formerly witl

Loew-Poli division, New Haven, are visitii

the Elm City for a few weeks.

Two Held for Bombing
Detroit—Two men are being

for lack of $10,000 bail apiece

charges of stench-bombing the Ce

Theater, operated by Associated

cuit.

From
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Thank you, Mr. Selznick ...
^^ ^

"Paramount"* policy ha=.been to sjgn up ^ b

Today, it is needless to md.cate m , Qre about

Bob Hope, Dorothy Lamour, ond other^rad.

the best investments a stud.o co Id hove ^
-David O. Selznick, as reported in ca

____

„,$ the c«RWCR-
COMSl>y-'

It's laughter they're after in the theatres of these United States these wor-

ried days. And Paramount is prepared! We've got the biggest hunch of top

laugh-builders in show business. Look at those names: Fred Allen, Jack Benny

(with Rochester, of course), Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Paulette Goddard, Jackie

Cooper, Mary Martin, Ken Murray, Eddie Bracken, Victor Moore, Ezra

Stone, Jerry Colonna, Brenda & Cobina. No outfit in the business can top

that laugh line-up. And look at the comedy-creating strength behind them:

Arthur (The Ghost Breakers) Hornblow, Jr., Mitchell (Remember the Night—Midnight)

Leisen, Ted {what a Life) Reed, Mark (Buck Benny Rides Again) Sandrich,

Victor (Road to Singapore) Schertzinger. No outfit can show the line-up

of smash comedies for the coming season Paramount has ready for you.

FOR A HEAVY SCHEDULE OF

LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT,



Gulf Slates Exchange

Biz Up 5 to 10 P.C.

{Continued from Page 1)

may come from the first-runs in the
city areas and the first subsequent-
runs there, with the cream of the
country runs showing a better play.

But the second subsequent-run
house in some instances is decidedly
off and money giveaways, dishes,
etc., are still an essential.
A recent lull in business seems

to be off, with the box-offices get-
ting a lively play again in this city

and in certain sections of the Gulf
States territory. The reason ap-
parently lies in the fact that the pub-
lic has reacted from the depression
it felt at the French defeat and that
the novelty of oft-repeated stale ra-
dio news has worn off. However,
rains in north Louisiana and in Mis-
sissippi are threatening crops and
present a serious economic problem
which may hit grosses shortly.

Educational Stock Off

Chicago Board of Trade

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — The SEC Friday

ordered Educational Pictures, Inc.,

60 cents dividend cumulative con-
vertible preferred stock, $1 par value,
and common stock, $1 par value,
taken off the Chicago Board of
Trade. The action resulted from
Educational's failure to file the an-
nual report for the fiscal year ended
June 24, 1939, as required by the
law.
The report states that the pre-

ferred stock has apparently never
been issued and the common stock
is held by a very small number of
persons. There has never been a
transaction in the stock on the Chi-
cago Board of Trade, the SEC re-

ports. The president of Educational
told the SEC the failure to file the
report was due to lack of funds for

an independent audit. On January
30, 1940 the company filed a peti-

tion in bankruptcy. No one appeared
for Educational at the hearing to de-

list the stock.

Sue to BuUd Theater
Suit to establish a film house at

645-647 Madison Ave. has been
initiate in Supreme Court here by
the City Bank Farmers Trust Co.,

owners of the property, against the

City Planning Commission and its

chairman, Rexford G. Tugwell.

Ben Shedel Dead
Chicago—Ben Shedel, 44, chief of

Republic's shipping department here,

is dead. Wife and two children

survive.

Wurlitzer Testing
Slot Machine Pix?

Chicago— It is reported that Wurlitzer

Co. is also interested in the automatic

projector tield and extensive tests are

being made with the experimental ma-
hines.

<3fc Monday, July 29, 19'
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• © O IF thermometers were non-existent if there were no

calendars if there were no weather reports and forecasts

if there issued from the sandy fringes of the sea not a single cry of a

happy bather if campfires didn't glow in woodlands and the

travel lanes disclosed not one vacationist yet we of filmland would

know that it's Summer We would discern the season simply

by the complaints of exhibs sounding off in key and hamlet

with Shakespearean shouts not demanding Romeo but, rather,

"Give me my Product!" meaning, of course, good product

T T
• • • MISTER Exhib.: Despair not —for there's

a fertile oasis at hand that's no mirage It is geared to quench

the thirst of your patrons for an exhilarating film experience

and will decidedly soothe your representedly scorched box office

provided you take sincere advantage of the opportunity

This oasis is March of Time's first full-length feature "The

Ramparts We Watch"

T T
• • • THIS corner has viewed this attraction twice —once in

the calm and quiet of RKO Radio's screening room and again as

one of some 3,000 folks who packed the Grand Ballroom of the

Waldorf-Astoria last Wednesday night on the occasion of a

special showing More eloquent than any personal recommendation

and more weighty than the plaudits of the regiment of invited

guests present in the Waldorf is what happened when and since

the film opened at the RKO Keith Theater in Washington this past

mid-week We call the engagement in the nation's capital to your

attention because in that instance "The Ramparts We Watch" was

playing to the public (and still is) for the greatest consideration

in the world of commerce namely, hard cash Money talks in

show business

T T T
• • • PATRON lines long and eager have been

the rule at the RKO Keith from the time the engagement be-

gan —not lines comprising some specific type or class of

filmgoer but a great cross-section of entertainment-seekers

Government officials flappers diplomats

soda-jerkers generals and admirals school boys and girls

judges and lawyers taxi drivers and aviators

debutantes and dime store clerks dowagers and drug store

cowboys clergy and laborers housewives and shopkeep-

ers It's America polyglot America the real source

of maximum movie profits that's in those b.o. lines down in

Washington Think that over, Mr. Exhib

T T
• • • UNDOUBTEDLY the most astonishing attribute of "The Ram-

parts We Watch" —and one which gilds this lilly of a picture

—

is the tremendous appeal it packs for women patrons It ap-

pears as soul-stirring and heart-warming to the fair sex as a mink coat

Mr. Exhib. should make a prompt and prominent notation of this.

T T T
« • •> ANOTHER bit of jotting which the showman should

do on his desk calendar pad is that the RKO Keith is

doing its biggest grossing days outside of holidays. . . .since "Snow
White" with "The Ramparts We Watch" and its being

done with the thermometer registering about 100 degrees in the

shade! You who have been crying for a box office "physician"

weep no more for its on its way

-I
)ef

Standard Shelves

Hold-over Policy

(Continued from Page 1)

holdovers have caused product
pile up on Standard's books.
Warner theater, for the last si

eral years a double-feature sub;

quent house, goes double-feati
first-run, with a booking sheet
dling the same type of pictured
is now being shown at the Liber
with emphasis on action pictun
Prices will remain unchanged at ]

25c.
Policy at the Liberty will not

changed, and the theater will cc

tinue to open runs on Fridays, wh
the Warner openings will be on Su
day.
The Tower theater's single feati:

first-run policy, recently adopte
will be continued, and the Plaza tt

ater, up to now a continuing first-r

house, will be used for subsequen
The Tower will begin the week
Thursdays. A hold over first-r'

policy in Tower and Plaza theate
has definitely been discarded.

Criterion and Midwest theate
will be Standard's single-bill, fin

run downtown houses, openii

Thursdays and Fridays, respective
Walter B. Shuttee, Standard genei
manager, emphasizes that one-we
showings of pictures downtown w
be the rule, with no further she
ings in suburban theaters for
least 60 days.
The State, T. B. Noble, Jr., ind

will continue through the summer
a double-feature, first-run hous
but will return to its single featu
policy in early autumn, accordii

to Robert Pfotenhauer, manager.

Second Drive-In for Memphis
Memphis, Tenn.—-Frank Ciancic

will construct a second drive-in th

ater here if the Shelby Coun
Board of Adjustment acts favorat.
on his building permit applicaticj

The architect is Claude Northei
New theater would cost $35,000.

ATAHT Held Over in Tenn.

Memphis, Tenn.—ATAHT is

its second week at the Warner he
and at the Knickerbocker, Nashvil
the first "holdovers" in montl
"Maryland" did eight days of go
business at the Paramount, Nas
ville.

J. C. Scott Hurt in Crash
Winchester, Ky.—J. C. Scott, ci

cuit operator in Eastern Kentucls
was seriously injured when his au
rammed an abutment, near Stantc
when he fell asleep at the whei
Scott resides in Pikesville.

STORKS!

« « « » \> %*

Wilmington, Del.—Robert (Bo
Ripple, Loew's poster artist, at

Mrs. Ripple are the parents of
baby girl weighing 7 lbs. 9% ozs.

Memorial Hospital.
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gossip:

it tells how
pretty girls

t-e-a-s-e-d

men into

marriage!

PRIDE AND

PREJUDICE
(M-G-M hit starring GREER GARSOW & LAURENCE OLIVIER)

Coming Soon!

the story of

those 5 sisters

in search of

husbands!

PRIDE AND

PREJUDICE
(M-G-M hit starring GREER GARSON & LAURENCE OLIVIER)

Coming Soon!

Don't be a wallflower! Learn

how to attract men! See

PRIDE AND

PREJUDICE
(M-G-M hit starring GREER GARSON & LAURENCE OLIVIER)

Coming Soon!

"It's time

you knew
about these

things, dear!" ^
You must see

PRIDE A

PREJUDICE
(M-G-M hit starring GREER GARSON & LAURENCE OU

Coming Soon!

y-

FUN ON THE SCREEN!
The delightful manner in which M-G-M has transferred the great novel

and play to the screen is something to behold ! Preview audiences gave

their spontaneous and uproarious approval. Famed Radio City Music

Hall booked it on sight! Your patrons will welcome it as part of

M-G-M's campaign to "Keep America Smiling." Congratulations to all

who helped make it and a special salute to Greer Garson and Laurence

Olivier for performances that are worthy of her previous "Mrs. Chips"

and his "Mr. Rebecca." Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer presents with pride—

and
&ejudiee

GARSON -%u*ence OLIVIER
with MARY BOLAND • EDNA MAY OLIVER • MAUREEN
O'SULLIVAN -ANN RUTHERFORD • FRIEDA INESCORT
Screen Play by Aldous Huxley and Jane Murfin • Directed

by Robert Z. Leonard 'Produced by Hunt Stromberg
»

LITHO U
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C v'l is Planning

arings on Decree

ntmued from Page 1)

e Henry W. Goddard for his

oval.

liable sources said that a num-
>f independent organizations in

ion to the Pacific Coast Confer-

Ahad requested an opportunity

f heard.

e Motion Picture Research
icil, through Mrs. Mary T. Ban-
l.an, has written to Washington
ig- Government officials to per-

it to present its views, once a

:e is formulated. The Motion
are Research Council is credited

drafting the original anti-block-

ing and blind-selling legisla-

'vernment officials stated that
• than 100 independent exhibi-

have written to Washington in-

• ig upon hearings and expressing
i that the Government's stand

d not be sufficiently strong.

No Favoritism Promised

ficials emphasized the point that

avoritism would be extended to

one organization but that all

pations and individuals would be

n equal footing at any hearing,
matter of fact, one official said,

'doors of the anti-trust division

always open to any exhibitor
wishes to urge his views on
•rnment negotiators,
torneys and Government officials

Bired Friday and will resume
y or tomorrow. Friday's ses-

was concluded shortly after 1

. due to the intense heat. Dis-

|.on continued largely to center

t further revisions of Sections
4 and 6 of the consent decree

osals.

C Staff Member Gets
It. Conduct Medal

•ndon (By Mail)—R. D. Pratt, a

.ber of the staff of ABC's Savoy
iter, Acton, has been awarded
Distinguished Conduct Medal for

mtry during withdrawal of Prin-

Louise's Kensington Regiment
i France. By getting his machine
section into the action, he drew
enemy's fire permitting other

3 to withdraw with but one
laity.

I K Tourney Tomorrow
I ucago— Balaban & Katz Em-
B es Association will hold its an-

' Summer golf tournament at the
ionville Country Club tomor-

About 200 are expected to

After That Nickel
Lincoln, Neb.—Nobody need think the

'oducers aren't out for every domestic
ickel they can get. This town, long
assed by exploiteers and press agents,
ime up with three in a week: Bill

:holl, RKO; Marty Weiser, Warners,
id Bernard Evans, UA.

A REVIEWS Of THE DEUI fILfflS .v

"When the Daltons
Rode"

with Randolph Scott, Kay Francis, Brian

Donlevy, George Bancroft

Universal 80 Mins.

WHIRLWIND OUTLAW DRAMA WILL
THRILL AUDIENCES TO THE CORE;
DEFINITELY IN HIT CLASS.

Wherever and whenever this pulsating

production plays, audiences will spend most

of their time on the edge of theater chairs.

It's that sort of picture,—packed to virtual

capacity with action, whirlwind situations

and heroics, if indeed the almost super

human exploits of the quartet of outlaw

Dalton Brothers can be strictly classified

in conservative eyes as "heroics."

Converted suddenly from the status of

substantial wheat farmers of Kansas, in

the latter part of the past century, by the

machinations of a crooked land-grabbing

clique, the Daltons took the law in their

own hands and became the dread of their

own State and its neighbors.

Randolph Scott essays the role of a young
lawyer who, motivated by friendship of old

for the Dalton family, defends one of the

sons upon whom an accidental murder is

attempted to be pinned by the land-grab-

bers. At the trial of the accused, events

occur which force the Dalton Brothers to

fight their way out, and from that time re-

main hunted men whose crimes pile up in

both true and legendary fashion o'er the

West.
An ominous note is struck early in the

film when Randolph Scott falls desperately

in love with Grat Dalton's (Brian Donlevy)

fiancee. The consequences of this mutual

affinity form part of the film's surging

climax but, long before this is reached,

there are spine-shaking episodes showing

the depredations of the bandits.

The scene of their robbery of the rail-

road train whereon deputies are swarming is

a memorable sequence, excellently played

and directed. Kay Francis is comely and

capable as the girl in the love triangle. All

the principal players turn in tip-top per-

formances, and the technical texture of

the picture is fine.

Universal has a real hit in this one, which

is synonymous with saying that its cus-

tomers have.

CAST: Randolph Scott, Kay Francis, Brian

Donlevy, George Bancroft, Andy Devine,

Broderick Crawford, Stuart Erwin, Frank

Aibertson, Mary Gordon.

CREDITS: Director, George Marshall;

Screenplay, Lester Cole, Stuart Anthony;
Author, Emmett Dalton; Cameraman, Hal

Mohr; Art Director, Jack Otterson; Cos-

tumes, Vera West; Editor, Edward Curtiss;

Sound, Bernard Brown; Technician, Robert

Pritchard; Assistant Director, Vernon Keays;

Unit Publicist, Alanson Edwards.

DIRECTION, Excellent. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Very Skillful.

* SERIAL *

"Junior G-Men"
with The Dead End Kids

Universal 20 minute episodes

The well-established reputations of
the Dead End Kids, plus the Little

Tough Guys, make this a natural
draw for the serial fans, especially
the kid trade. In addition the Junior
G-Men organization is well-known to

all youngsters who read the Sunday
comics.

In the first three episodes the Kids
are their roughhouse selves and the
story is the usual weird and evidently
popular action stuff cooked up for
the chapter play fans. This time the
U. S. social order is to be changed
by The Order of the Flaming Torch
unless the FBI, ably assisted by the
Junior G-Men can disperse the gang.
The first episodes end respectively
with a falling elevator, the boys
trapped in an exploding shack and a

car careening over a cliff, indicating
plenty of action and suspense in the
chase to come.

inDUSTRlHL

15c Charge for Hosiery
Premium in Conn. House

East Haven, Conn.—Capitol Thea-
ter is first to try sheer hose give-
away for lady partons, charging 15

cents after admission. Adolph John-
son is distributor for the New Haven
territory.

"To New Horizons"
Metropolitan Film Distributors

25 mins.
Good Documentary

Stressing an imaginative view into

the future, especially as regards road
construction and city planning of an-
other day to come, this subject con-
tains plenty of thought material for
its audiences. The opening sequences
in black and white are merely to
prepare for the fine Technicolor tour
of the Futurama, probably the most
popular exhibit on the N. Y. World's
Fair grounds. Millions of persons
who have gone through this Norman
Bel Geddes designed attraction will

create plenty of advance word of
mouth notice so that a ready audience
should be available. Picture was pro-
duced by Jam Handy Picture Service
under the sponsorship of General
Motors which operates the Futurama.
However there is no direct adver-
tising in the subject, merely a small
GM credit on the title. A special

musical score was written for the
subject, the last two-thirds of which
is in Technicolor.

Syrian Theaters Reopen,
But War Films Are Banned

Beirut, Syria (By Air Mail)—With
the demobilization of French Army
in progress, the Military Authori-
ties have permitted the opening of

film theaters. War pictures and
news reels depicting European and
Far Eastern hostilities are banned.
Old American features are being
revived.

* SHORTS *

"The Bookworm Turns"
(M-G-M Cartoon)

M-G-M 8 mins.
Weird Subject

The further adventures of the
bookworm and the raven in a set-

ting guaranteed to frighten any
youngster. They become mixed up
with Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde who
transposes their brains and then
enlarges the bookworm to abnormal
size. Said bookworm is about to

destroy the bird when Dr. Jekyll
relents and puts them through a
maze of electrical and chemical
equipment that brings both back to

normal. Animation, particularly in

the scientific equipment scenes, is

good.

"Little Blabbermouse"
(Merrie Melody)

Vitaphone 7 mins.
Fair Cartoon

A mouse caricature of W. C.

Fields conducts after hours tours
through a drug store with an amus-
ing gag commentary until a cat
finally breaks up his racket. Just
fair.

"Famous Movie Dogs"
(Color Parade)

Vitaphone 10 mins.
Good Dog Subject

Film fans will be interested in the
methods of selecting and training
dogs for picture parts. Subject shows
the selection of dogs for a bit, their

training in the roles, and the final

shooting of the scene. A number
of better known Hollywood pooches
are seen in the reel.

"Varsity Swing"
Universal 17 l

/z mins.
Good Swing Musical

With the near-school drug store as

a locale, the students stage a jam
session for the headmistress, result-

ing in some good light entertainment.
A couple of swing numbers featuring
the radio team, Six Hits and a Miss,
stand out. Others in the revue are
Martha Tilton, Peggy Ryan and
Buddy Pepper, Dennett and Dea, and
Ted Arkin.

"Comin' 'Round Mountain'
To Debut in Nashville

Nashville, Tenn.—Manager Charles
Ames is making plans for the premi-
ere of Para.'s "Comin' 'Round the

Mountain" at the Paramount Theater
in August.

Syracuse Holds "The Boys"
Syracuse, N. Y.—"The Boys from

Syracuse," which had its world pre-

miere here, goes a second week on a
moveover from Keith's to the Eckel.

ATAHT replaced at Keiths.
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Ask Top Terms for

'Ramparts We Watch'

{Continued from Page 1)

territory will be the date it opens
in the first important city. First
days of initial engagement at the
Keith Theater in Washington gave
the house a gross four times above
average, it was reported. On Fri-
day, biz topped that of preceding
days, forcing the house finally to
open a second box-office. It is pre-
dicted that "Ramparts" will more
than double the house's average for
a week. The grosses for Wednes-
day and Thursday are among the
highest ever recorded by the theater
in the summer, and ran ahead of the
biz done by "My Favorite Wife."
The Washington pre-selling cam-

paign on "Ramparts" included nine
newspaper ads totaling 5,200 lines

and 147 radio announcements in one
to five minute spots. Newspaper
ads were run in news sections; the
radio spots were strung over a per-

iod of four days, two of which were
prior to opening.

Jt
Sees "Monopoly

1

in

5-Picture Proposal
{Continued from Page 1)

attacked by Paramount partners last

week and now by independents.
The five-picture plan gives an ex-

clusive selling advantage to the dis-

tributor, in the opinion of Max A.
Cohen, head of the Cinema circuit.

Cohen describes the proposal as a
"distribution monopoly with Gov-
ernment consent."
Another circuit head declared that

buying in groups of five gave no
assurance of a flow of product, so

necessary in the operation of one
theater or a string of them. Such a

system, he said, would make it easy
for a distributor to charge whatever
price he wanted to for the block;
and with right of cancellation, the
exhibitor would be strictly "in the
dog house," he added.

Weinstock Building Two
Two new 600-seat theaters are

being built in the New York area for
operating companies headed by David
Weinstock. The Circle is soon to
open in the Bronx, while work is

progressing on the Mayfair at Flush-
ing. Weinstock has signed contracts
with RCA Photophone for sound
equipment for both houses.

Slurges to Direct "Lady Eve"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY
Hollywood—Para, has tentatively

assigned Preston Sturges to direct
"Lady Eve" from the Monckton Hoff
play, "Two Bad Hats." Douglas
Dumbrille has joined "The Roundup"
cast. Ian Hunter is scripting "Sec-
ond Chorus."

"Outsider" Set In Boston
Alliance's "The Outsider" opens

its first-run engagement in Boston
for the full week beginning Aug. 1

at Keith's Memorial Theater.

TH€flT€R CHARGES
Theater Closings

ARKANSAS
Lonsdale—Colony House; 7-1-40;

Owner: J. D. Lonsdale, Jr.; Closed
indefinitely.

Hot Springs—Star, 7-5-40; Own-
er: Chas. Morrell; closed indefinitely.

Star City—Star, 6-15-40; Owner:
W. D. Mitchell; Burned, will not be
reopened.
Hope—New, 7-1-40; Owner: R. V.

McGinniss; Dismantled.

IDAHO
Coeur d'Alene—Liberty, 6-1-40;

Owner: Simons Amusement Co.;

closed during summer months.
Boise—Ada, 6-23-40; Owner: Boyd

Braithwaite; poor business.

ILLINOIS
Du Quoin—Globe, 6-24-40.

TENNESSEE
Dyer — Dixie, 7-1-40; Owner:

Strand Enterprises Inc.; closed in-

definitely.

TEXAS
Ft. Stockton — Grand, 7-13-40;

Owner: Korn; destroyed by fire.

Crowell—Rialto, 7-10-40; Owner:
H. S. Leon; destroyed by fire.

Theater Openings
MISSISSIPPI

Pascagoula — Nelson, 650 seats,

7-10-40; previously closed 1-25-39.

Warner Torrington House
Goes to Brandt Sept. 1

(Continued from Page 1)

and recently for the engagement of

GWTW. Brandt announced in Feb-
ruary he would build houses in 5

Connecticut towns, in addition to

his operation of the Plaza, Stam-
ford. Warner Bros, operate the

Warner first-run and Palace second-
run in this city, and Levine and
Jacobson run the Strand, second-
run and third-run.

Cohen Managers Shifted
Detroit—The Cohen Circuit has

shifted managers at its three all-

night houses, which operate with
two managers each. Al Smith has
been promoted to manager at the
Norwood, replacing William Drozan.
Mike Kareha and Phil McNamee are
now managers at the Mayfair, re-

placing Phillip Katzin and Danny
Drozan, with Drozan moving to the

Roxy to replace George Baird.

Arnow Replacing Nagel
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Maxwell Arnow suc-

ceeds Conrad Nagel as production
executive on the new series of Gulf-

Screen Guild radio programs, which
Young & Rubicam are producing.

Joe Miller Seriously 111

Chicago—Joe Miller, secretary to

Dave Balaban, B & K district man-
ager, is confined to the Edgewater
Hospital by serious illness.

Theaters Planned
PENNSYLVANIA

Chambersburg—New, 850 seats:

Builder: James Slanicus; Architect:

H. Jay Klimkant; Cost: $50,000.

New Theater
Openings

TEXAS
Lisbon—Lisbon, 700 seats, (7-11-

40); Lancaster St. (4134) Builder:

Oscar Korn; House Manager: H. T.

Covington.

Renovations
Planned

INDIANA
Logansport—Roxy; Work planned:

Covering seats and repairing same,
rewiring, redecorating, repairing

stage; Owner: Allen Nelson; to be

completed 7-30-40.

KANSAS
McPherson—Helstrom, transferred

to A. F. Baker by C. W. Helstrom.
House Manager: Vern Manning.

TEXAS
Ozena—Ozona, transferred to H.

L. Senteney by Kersey.

20th-Fox Renews Deal
For Paul Terry Reels

(Continued from Page 1)

mated cartoons. New contract will

carry this distribution set-up into

the second decade, as the company
has already been handling Terry-
Toons for seven years.

With the current season schedule

and the long term renewal to follow,

Terry's New Rochelle organization

is committed to deliver more than
100 pictures to 20th-Fox.

Warner Casting Assignments
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, has cast

Dennis Morgan with Miriam Hopkins
for "The Lady With Red Hair";
George Tobias for "Calling All Hus-
bands," and Harry Davenport for

"Meet John Doe."

Players Assigned by Metro
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Casting at the Metro

studio include: Joyce Compton, Dor-
othy Tree and Reginald Owen for the
new Nick Carter film; Raymond Wal-
burn for "Third Finger—Left Hand,"
and George Sanders for "Bitter-

sweet."

Halperins in New Firm

Chicago — I. H. Halperin, Paul
Sander and M. Halperin, have or-

ganized Trade, Inc. with offices at
111 W. Washington St., to handle
public relations.

-

THEWEtr IN
REVIEW

|

Consent Decree Near?*

(Continued from Page 1)

tion in hours for 5,338 out of an av
age employment of 18,541 in the
dustry . . . Gov't to apply restricts
on moneys paid to employes of co
tries invaded by Germany to *
large sums from falling into \
hands ... O. Henry Briggs was
elected prexy of Pathe Labs.

FOREIGN
OVERSEAS: Nazis slap ban I

American pix in Holland, and Wa '<

ington Embassy "presumes" the
will be extended to other occur
countries . . . Heavy admissions
is hitting b.o. returns in the Unn
Kingdom . . . Del Goodman, 20-]

|

Far East manager, on home v:|

sees China a great potential mai
for U. S. pix as Coast Chinese, f

j

ing to interior, carry their love
films to the hinterland.

PRC Opens 3-Day Parle-

Plans Program of 38

Producers Releasing Corp. yes
day opened a three-day special m
ing of its franchise holders at
Woodward Hotel. Representat
from company exchanges througl
the country are here for the pa
at which Harry Rathner, prexy,
preside. Franchise holders wil!

informed of the future plans
activities of the company. I

Fromkess will report on the
eign status.

PRC plans to release four
cials, 16 features and 18 wester

Jack Naples Wins $3,30

Verdict vs. Brandt et al

A judgement of $3,300 in f:l

of Jack Naples was rendered Fr :jj

against William Brandt, Addie
Inc., Sharbu Operating Corp., J

Robinson Operating Co., Inc. Na
as owner of the NTG Revue, so

$20,250 damages for alleged br

of contract which employed the i

in the Flatbush, Windsor and <

ton Theaters for three weeks
minimum of $3,300 weekly.

Dunningcolor Pix to Para.
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM D. I
Hollywood— Paramount has if

quired distribution of two one
travelogues of Hawaii, produced
processed by Dunningcolor C J.

"Pacific Paradise," the first, wi»
released in the U. S. this nn .Ml

Reel will be dubbed in Spanish qD

Central and South American c o-

tries and in Portuguese for the;|H
of Brazil.

George Roberts Convalescini

Atlantic City — George Rob
20th-Fox district manager
headquarters in Cleveland, is i

with his wife and daughter jM

valescing from his recent illness
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ider Mexican Pix

iayed Under Law

By MARCO-AURELIO GALINDO
LM DAILY Staff Correspondent

ilexico, D. F.—While native pro-

tion continues almost at a stand-

•l with only two pictures in work,
4»itors throughout the country

ft found it necessary to abide by
Central Department's decree of

t October which provides that they
• a Mexican-made film at least

>ry two months, or be fined on an
reasing scale.

As a result, many native pictures,

ne two- or even three-years old,

3 being brought out. No less than
ur of these were released in the

t week or 10 days, three of which
3 of comparatively recent make,
lociucciones Raul de Anda's "El
(.arro Negro" (The Black Charro),

fth Raul de Anda, Maria Luisa
a and Emilio Fernandez, and mega-
loned by de Anda himself, opened
the new Venecia; Lux Films' "La

ibsa de Xochimilco" (Xochimilco
>se), with Maria Luisa Zea, Victor

lanuel Mendoza and Alicia Ortiz,

id directed by Carlos Vejar, played
e Balmori; the Regis had Produc-
)nes Ramon Pereda's "Los Olvida-

(s de Dios" (Men God Forgot),
!th Ramon Peredo, Adriana Lamar
d Pedro Armendariz, and directed

• Pereda himself; Producciones En-
ruie Herrera's "Los Apuros de
arciso" (Nai-ciso's Troubles), with
nique Herrera, who himself di-

eted, Matikle Palou and Antonio
causto, was released at the Orfeon.

Few Native Pix In First-Runs

Very few of the most recent Mex-
an-made films have gotten into the
j:st-run houses in Mexico City, the
ajority of them having secured

bookings for only a second- or even
third-run house. Bookings are be-

iven to Mexican productions ac-

>rding to the rating which they re-

ive from a committee appointed
v
r the Central Department.

Producciones Farnando de Fuentes'
El Jefe Maximo" (The Big Chief)
one of the two pictures now in

reduction here. It is being filmed
t the CLASA studios and has Leo-
old ("El Chato") Ortin, Joaquin
ardave, Carlos ("El Chaflan") Lo-
ez, Pedro Armendariz and Emma
ioldan topping the cast under De
'uentes' direction. The other is Pro-
ucciones Tilgmann's "El Dia del

uicio" (Judgment Day), which An-
onio Helu is megaphoning, with
imilio Tuero, Arturo de Cordova,

Preparedness
Hillside, N. J.—Albert Besson, man-

ager of the Mayfair, isn't waiting for
any blitzkrieg before doing his bit. He's
converted the basement of this town-
ship's only movie house into a five-
target revolver range, and local police
started using it last week, to be ready,
according to Police Commissioner Vogel,
"for any emergency that might arise

in these trying times." The Mayfair
range is the first the municipality has
ever had.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

CEYMOUR NEBENZAHL Producer. Born in 1899 in New York City. At-
*^ tended Public School in New York, but graduated from College in Berlin.

Worked in a bank. Entered production in Berlin

and made a comedy feature starring Ernst Matray,

who is now a dance director at M-G-M's Culver

City Studio. Produced "Shall We Be Silent?" star-

ring Conrad Veidt. Also made "Ariane" starring

Elisabeth Bergner. Produced seven pictures di-

rected by G. W. Pabst. Some of his other directors

were Fritz Lang, Anatole Litvak, Paul Czinner,

Kurt Bernhardt and others. Produced "Mayerling"

in Paris, and "M" in Berlin. Made "Betrayal" in

Rome, in French and Italian. Has produced seventy-

nine pictures. Came to Hollywood in 1939 and

joined M-G-M where he is now a producer. Pro-

duced "We Who Are Young."

Contempt Move Dismissal "Laugh Week" in Balto.

Asked by Omaha Exhibs. For "Boys from Syracuse'

(Continued from Page 1)

that Prosperity Clubs were re-

vamped Bank Night didoes, and the
bench ruled Bank Night a lottery
long ago. Omaha's exhibs., Will
Singer, Brandeis; William Miskell,

Orpheum-Tri States; Ralph Gold-
berg, Independent theaters; Sam
Epstein, Neighborhood Theaters, and
others claim there is a distinct dif-

ference between Bank Night and
Prosperity Clubs.
Omaha's Judge Palmer refused to

see consideration present in the
Prosperity plan, although price and
chance were admitted. The high
court here has always maintained
that any action, however slight,

taken to win is consideration. This
makes registration fall into the

class of consideration.

No Restraint, Paramount
Answers in Trendle Suit

(Continued from Page 1)

provision restricting Trendle from
operating theaters within 150 miles
of Detroit in the next 50 years is

in restraint of trade. Trendle seeks
to upset a contract made in 1929 in

which he and Kunsky sold their the-
aters to Paramount.

Carmen Heramosillo and Maria
Luisa Zea heading the cast. It is

occupying the Azteca plant.

Producciones Grovas-Oro Films
finished camera work on "Ahi Esta
el Detalle" (That's the Question),
starring Mario ("Cantinflas") Mo-
reno under Juan Bustillo Oro's di-

rection.

There is only one other production
being prepared for shooting in the
immediate future, this being Produc-
ciones Jesus Grovas y Cia.'s "La
Companera de Viaje" or "La Volun-
tad de Dios" (Act of God), which
Alejandro Galindo will direct with
the largest cast ever brought to-

gether in any one native picture.

Cast will be headed by Arturo de
Cordova, Rafael Falcon, Domingo
Soler, Carlos Orellana, Julio Villar-

real, Tomas Perrin, Sara Garcia,
Matilde Palou and Susana Guizar.

Baltimore—This city took official

cognizance of the first double-the-
ater picture showing when Mayor
Howard W. Jackson decreed that
"Laugh Week" will start Aug. 9
when "The Boys From Syracuse"
opens at both the Keith and Hippo-
drome.
An exploitation staff of more than

six men, including I. Rappaport, H.
Ted Routson and Bernie Seaman of
the Hippodrome; and J. Lawrence
and Fred Schamberger of the Keith,
are staging a big campaign. Per-
sonal appearances of stars at both
theaters are planned.

San Francisco—"The Boys From
Syracuse" opened here to the biggest
gross the Orpheum theater has had
since last Winter. The business was
attained on a straight advertising
and publicity campaign.

Maynard May Produce
Six for Indie Release

Lincoln, Neb.—Ken Maynard, now
touring with Cole Bros, circus, said
here he would be ready to start
shooting his new western series by
Nov. 1. He said he believed, accord-
ing to present situation, he'd make
six, do them on his own, and secure
independent release.

Aviation Pix at Museum
A showing of a series of documen-

tary sound films dealing with avia-

tion has been arranged by Air Youth
of America in co-operation with the

Museum of Modern Art Film Lib-
rary. The films, which are believed
to have been assembled as a series

for the first time, will be shown in

the auditorium of the Museum, on
August 5-8.

Jimmy Burge With Metro

Oklahoma City, Okla.—Appoint-
ment of Jimmy Burge, for 12 years
theater executive here for Regal and
Standard Theaters, as Metro pub-
licist for the Oklahoma City branch
was announced by W. B. Zollner.

Burge will cover Oklahoma, Western
Arkansas and the Texas Panhandle.

HCLLTWCCD
$PC4I\ING«
= By RALPH WILK =

—HOLLYWOOD
A NNA NEAGLE has agreed to appear
** with Gracie Fields in Vancouver and
other Canadian centers. Augmented by a

group of volunteer artists, they will on
Aug. 2 leave Hollywood with the intention

of touring the whole of the Dominion, giv-

ing no fewer than 40 concerts in different

cities and towns for the benefit of the

Canadian Navy League and the British

Red Cross.

Following her Canadian trip, Miss Neagle
will fly to New York to appear as guest

star of RKO Pathe's screen version of

"Information Please." Sometime next month
her schedule calls for her to start work
before the cameras as star of "No, No
Nanette."

O O
LJELEN PARRISH and Dennis O'Keefe
' ' will have the romantic leads in the

Kay Kyser picture, "You'll Find Out," at

RKO. This marks Miss Parrish's return to

the studio where, as a child actress 10

years ago, she made her film debut with

Richard Dlx in "Cimarron."

• •
^URRENT list of 10 best-selling novels

^^ includes four books either already filmed

or soon to be filmed by Warners. Included

are "Kings Row," by Henry Bellamann, "Mr.
Skeffington," by Elizabeth, and "High
Sierra," by W. R. Burnett.

In addition, Rachel Fields, ATAHT has

enjoyed such a heavy sale since release of

the film version that the book has bounded
back into sixth place rank.

• •
XA/ITH four productions filming and 14
"'

all but ready for camera call, RKO
Radio has rounded the first lap in its new
season schedule calling for 53 major pix.

• •
X/IRGINIA FIELDS has been signed by
™ 20th Century-Fox for the leading fem-
inine role in "Hudson's Bay Company."

• •
DRADBURY FOOTE, currently collaborating

" on the script of Metro's "Osborne of

Sing Sing," has released the Canadian rights

to all of his vaudeville skits to the Dom-
inion Government so that they may be

available at no cost, for the entertainment

of troops. Foote had a lengthy and suc-

cessful career as a stage writer.

• •
QEVERAL thousand "ham" radio operators,

** as well as hundreds of "sparks" on

ships at sea and ashore on the West Coast,

are thoroughly familiar with Eddie Albert's

next role in "Four Mothers," here's why.

While sailing North from the Galapagos, in

his schooner, the "Moilie," Albert realized

he would get to Los Angeles way behind

schedule.

With his boat equipped with two-way
radio, the actor contacted the long distance

telephone operator at Ensenada, and put

through a call to Hal Wallis at Warners'

studio. Wallis agreed to read that portion

of the script applicable to Albert, as the

actor's ship's captain took it down in long

hand. When Albert arrived in Los Angeles,

he had his role thoroughly memorized and

rehearsed and actually had saved time.
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So all opened with block-

long lines (even in a blazing

sun) and the
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WARNER BROS.,
Producers

With Gale Page -Alan Hale»Roscoe Kan
Directed by Raoul Walsh

Screen Play by Jerry Wald and Richard Macau*.

From a Novel by A. I. Bezzerides

A Warner Bros. -First National Picture
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JASTMAN DRASTICALLY REDUCESJRICES

'Block of 5" Proposal Said Gov't's Best Offer
o Further Concessions
espite Para. Partners
land, D of J Indicates

The Government will not go
irther than allowing sale of
ctures in blocks of five regard-
's of any stand taken by Para-
ount's theater partners or other
mpanies, Government sources
ated yesterday.
It was intimated that the D of J

t

not viewing seriously efforts by
re major companies to ease re-
fictions in the consent decree on
e sale of film and that the Gov-
nment feels that it has gone as

(Continued on Page 3)

even Coast Studios

tart 15 Features

est Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood— Fifteen pictures are
heduled to go into production this

eek. The list:

At Paramount: "D.O.A." (Dead
1 Arrival) tentative title, with El-
in Drew, Philip Terry, Joseph Cal-
lia and Paul Lukas; Boris Morros-
llobert Stillman (National Pictures)
second Chorus," starring Fred
staire with Paulette Goddard, Ar-
s Shaw and Charles Butterworth.
At M-G-M: "Flight Command,"

(.Continued on Page 8)

lKO Closes for U. S., S. A.
elease of Italian Film

Deal whereby RKO Radio will

stribute in the U. S. and South
merica the film "Abuno Messias"
as reported to be in the closing
ages yesterday. Negotiations have
Jen under way with representa-

(Continued on Page 6)

Sees 'War Hysteria, 9

Scissors Newsreel
Medford, Ore.—Newsreel war scenes

will be eliminated at George Hunt's
Craterian Theater. This, explains Hunt,
is done in an effort to reduce "war
hysteria."

UNIONS, GUILDS

HIT MPPDA PLAN
Hour Exemptions Would add to

Unemployment, Unions Say

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Labor had its day in

court yesterday at the Wage-Hour
Board's hearing. Unions and Guilds
united in opposition to the producers'
plan to exempt certain employes
from the hour provisions of the
Wage-Hour Act.
Leading the labor battle was

Steven B. Newman, international
representative, IATSE, Hollywood
office, with his counsel, Joseph A.
Padway, Washington; William
Montgomery Smith, from Mabel
Walker Willebrandt's office, repre-
senting Screen Directors Guild, and
George E. Bodle, representing Hol-

(Continued on Page 6)

Loew's Movie Directory
Into 3 More N. Y. Dailies

Loew's circuit movie directory will

start appearing next Thursday in

three additional New York dailies

—

the Times, World-Telegram and
Post. These, added to the Journal-
American which has been running
the directory for over a week, will

give the Loew's daily movie guide
innovation a daily circulation of

1,500,000.
One or two more papers will even-

tually be added to the schedule,
which will complete a newspaper
campaign intended to take the place

(Continued on Page 8)

Negative is Cut from 4 to 3V2 Cents Per Foot, While
Positive Goes Down from 1 to .85 of a Cent Per Foot
As Company Recognizes Industry's War-Time Plight

Rochester—Recognizing the difficult position in which the film

industry finds itself as a result of World War II, the Eastman
Kodak Co. announced here today a sweeping reduction in the

price of negative and positive mo-
tion picture film.

Negative is reduced from 4c per
foot to 3%c per foot and positive

goes down from lc to .85 of a cent
per foot, effective Aug. 1.

Despite their own losses in for-
eign revenues from factories serving
the industry in the important for-

eign markets, Kodak officials for the
past several weeks have been giving
sincere consideration to the prob-
lems presented them by the industry

(Continued on Page 3)

Forum to Make

Pix for Schools

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Forum Films will pro-

duce 26 one- and two-reel subjects
and two features for exclusive ex-
hibition in grade and high schools
and colleges. Pictures will show
young people how to improve their

ambitions, how to persevere and how
to act intelligently.

The company has acquired rights to

15 playlets and stories by Bruce
Allyn Findlay, supervisor of visual

education of Los Angeles board of
education, and Esther Blair Findlay.
Pictures will be made on 35 mm. film

and distributed on 16 mm. as well as
(Continued on Page 3)

$50,000 Giveaway Plan
Advanced by Bonns-Hall

Organization of the Bonns-Hall
Co., with Eddie Bonns and Walter
Hall as principals, and Harry G.
Kosch as counsel, to develop a pro-
posed giveaway plan to unite exhibs.
nationally to combat radio competi-
tion was disclosed yesteday.
As outlined by Bonns, industry

(Continued on Page 3)

B. F. Keith, K-A-O Nets Down
Profits Decline for Both 26 and 52 Weeks
"They Drive by Night"
Setting Summer Records

Despite a nation-wide heat wave
that sent the thermometers up to a
four-year high, Warners' "They
Drive by Night," set Summer at-
tendance records at seven situations
where it opened in pre-release en-

(Continued on Page 8)

Net profits of B. F. Keith Corp.
and Keith-Albee-Orpheum Corp., and
subsidiary companies for the 52
weeks ended June 29 and the 26-
week period ended the same date
were below the figures for the same
period last year, according to a
financial report made public yes-
terday.

B. F. Keith Corp.'s 52-week net
(Continued on Page 6)

Country Selling

Only In Chicago

Chicago—New season selling in-

sofar as local exchanges are con-
cerned is being virtually restricted

to the country territory, with little

or no work yet done on deals in the
city.

RKO thus far has been the most
aggressive in country selling, and
l-eports sales running about 25 per
cent ahead of last year at the same
time. Company has three 1939-40
pix to deliver in this territory

—

(Continued on Page 8)

Schenck, Moskowitz Trial

Date Will be Set Today

Trial date on indictments for al-

leged income tax evasion against
Joseph M. Schenck and Joseph Mos-

(Continued on Page 8)

"Riviera" to Have
Abbott & Costello

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, Broad-
way comics last seen in "Streets of
Paris," have been signed by Universal
to make their picture debut in "Riviera,"
a musical extravaganza based on a story
by Earl Derr Biggers and with music
by Jerome Kern.



EBROL FLYNN
'THE SEA HAWK'

with

BRENDA MARSHALL
CLAUDE RAINS

Donald Crisp • Flora Robson«Alan Hale
Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ

Screen Play by Howard Koch and Seton I. Miller
Music by Erich Wolfgang Korngold
A Warner Bros. -First National Picture
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B. F. Keith, K-A-0

Nets Show Drop

(Continued from Page 1)

was $504,140.64 after all charges
including a settlement of lease ob-
ligations in the amount of $400,000.
Net for the same period last year
was $830,360.13. The 26-week net
ended June 29, 1940, was $261,755.85,
compared with $332,887.09 for the
same period in 1939.
A net profit of $877,780.65 was

reported by K-A-0 for the 52 weeks
ended June 29, 1940, compared with
$1,134,710 last year. The 1940 net
includes settlement of a lease obli-

gation in the amount of $400,000
and is equal to $13.80 per share on
63,586 shares of 7 per cent cumula-
tive convertible preferred stock.

K-A-O's 26-week net was $427,-
062.65, or $6.71 per share. Last
year's 26-week net was $525,909.13,
or $8.18 per share on 64,304 shares
of 7 per cent cumulative convertible
preferred stock.

All 1940 figures are partially es-

timated and subject to audit at the
end of the calendar year.

Walker Rites in Buffalo
Buffalo—Eites for George A. Wal-

ker, 60, long identified with the Shea
circuit, were held on Saturday.

Champaign Council Repeals Slot Machine
Pix Licenses After 2,300 Sign Petitions

Champaign, III.—The City Council has repealed two ordinances requiring licenses for

coin vending machines, musical devices and film amusement machines. Approximately
2300 citizens signed petitions protesting the ordinances, claiming they were unreasonable
and would tax the operators out of business. It's the first instance on record where slot

machine movie interests have struck back at regulation, and is accepted as a tip-off as

to strategy to be employed.
Film theater owners will present a vigorous protest at the next Council meeting.

The newly organized United Theater Owners, may take action in the matter.

RKO Closes for U. S„ S. A.
Release of Italian Film

(Continued from Page 1)

tives of Romano Editrice Filmi, pro-
ducers of the picture, with Emerson
Yorke acting for the latter. Money
from Italian film interests and the
Catholic Church is said to be back of

the picture.

"Abuna Messias" is reported to be
one of the most elaborate produc-
tions ever made by European in-

terests and deals essentially with
the history of Ethiopia during the
middle of the 19th Century, when
Count do Cavor was Italy's leading
statesman.

Rooney Rites Tomorrow-
Funeral services for Mrs. Marion

Bent Rooney, 60, wife of Pat Roo-
ney, who died Sunday following a

long illness, will be held tomorrow
at the Walter Cooke, Inc., Funeral
Home, 117 W. 72nd St.

M rsTV ra n k I in D. Roo s ev e It

appeared before the cameras

during the filming of the pro-

logue to "PASTOR HALL",

it became headline news to

75,000,000 Americans thru
\ -

" ' V :

the greatest wire service

and syndicate coverage ever

accorded a motion picture.

Unions, Guilds to Fight

Hour Exemptions Plan

(Continued from Page 1)

lywood Guild Council, Screen Pub-
licists Guild, Screen Set Designers,
Screen Readers' Guild, Society of

Motion Picture Interior Decorators,
Screen Writers Guild, Screen Office

Employes Guild, Screen Cartoon Lo-

cal No. 852, and others.

"The producers seek the exemption
of these employes not because they
have any of the usual attributes of

'administrative' employes," say the
representatives of the unions and
guilds, but because they happen to

be highly skilled and essential to

the successful completion of an in-

dustrial process. Put bluntly, the

producers are actually saying that,

because they would make greater
profits if they worked certain em-
ployes 60 or 70 hours a week, those

employes are not within the provi-

sion of the act.

"This type of reasoning would ob-

viously render the act valueless.

Any restriction of the hours of

skilled or essential workers in any
industry subject to the act would,

of course, hinder, reduce or delay

production."
Smith stated that practically 100

per cent of the 116 second assistant

directors are Guild members and
have voted to stay under the Wage
and Hour Act.

Pointing out that the proposal un-
der discussion would exempt approx-
imately 6,000 persons, Bodle said:

"This would seriously aggravate the

present unemployment problem in

the industry. Unemployment is

running as high as 33 1-3 per cent

in most of the guilds. Our industry
should not ask for exemptions until

it has made an attempt to handle
our unemployment problem."

Homer I. Mitchell, representing
MPPDA, pointed to the industry's

huge foreign losses, adding: "The
companies have either got to re-

trench or they won't be able to em-
ploy anybody."

Weisner, Brighton Dead
Milwaukee — Death claimed two

theater men here in Edgar L. Weis-
ner, 43, part owner of 15 houses af-

filiated with the Fox Wisconsin
Amusement Corp. and A. F. Brigh-
ton,, 40, salesman for the National
Theater Supply Co. here for seven
years.

Cash Giveaway at Park-In

Manchester, N. H. —The new
Park-In Theater at Pine Island Park
has started "Lucky Nite" for each
Saturday, when $50 is split up.

Speaking-
By RALPH WILE

-HOLLYV
LJENRY HERZBRUN, Gracie Allen,

N

Mankiewicz, George Burnsj

Sf rick ling, Robert Lord, George

Benjamin Leven, James Stewart, Of

Havilland, Eddie Moran and Sidney

were among the members of the au

enjoying Gertrude Lawrence in "Sky

HOLLOWING in the footsteps ofj

' L. Lasky, who started Paramoi

a barn near Vine Street, another

pioneer. Neil McGuire, in a converted

is engaged in making pictures for]

matic projectors. The former stud

director and producer-director of

shorts for Warner Bros., and comn
films for Chevrolet and General

has completed more than 20 of these

With the aid of his wife, Lucille,

actress, writer and designer, McGui
most all of his own work.

• •
"THE SPORTSMEN," the singing

' nation, have a top spot in Univ

featurette, "Variety Bazaar," which

Ceballos is directing.

• •
/"NUR Passing Show:—Walter W
^^ Gene Towne, Graham Baker, Dr,

bert T. Kalmus, S. Barret McCormick
Pegler, Stanley Shuford, John LeRoy
ston, Helen Vinson, Sheridan Gibney,

ard Traube, Charles Koerner at

of "The Ramparts We Watch."
• •

/^ENIAL Pat West, veteran cha
^"^ actor and a former master of

monies, is ill in the War Veterans h<

at Sawtelle.

• •
DASIL RATHBONE takes a two

i" fencing lesson daily since the co

tion of his latest Paramount
"Rhythm On The River." He prefer

method of keeping fit.

• •
JOHN HOWARD, who is an alia

*^ athlete, made a four par hole if

at the Bel-Air club. Last week he

stroked the five par Brentwood gully

which has never been done before.

rLAVKO VORKAPICH has been en

** by Frank CaDra to supervise the

tas*e scenes for "Meet John Doe." V

oich did the highly Draised montag

fects for "Mr. Smith Goes to Washinj

T\ I RECTOR John Cromwell taking]

'-' off from his "Flotsam" stint, si

vised the first western motion DictureJ

made bv university students, in thel

near Griffith Park, Los Angeles. The!

ture was written, acted, produced andl

tographed by U.S.C. cinema and draj

students. $ 9
WARNER Studio drive to raise

for the American Red Cross wil

close to $70000, according to Ea

Se'zer, handling the camoaign for Hart

Warner and Jack L. Warner. Thi-

eludes pledged amounts and money:

ready turned in. Warner studio

was $37,500.
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(.Continued from Page 1)

starring Robert Taylor with Walter
Pidgeon and William Tannen; third

in the "Nick Carter" detective drama
series, as yet untitled, with Walter
Pidgeon, Rita Johnson, Karen Verne
and Edward Ashley.

At RKO: "You'll Find Out," star-
ring Kay Kyser with Peter Lorre,
Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi; Orson
Welles' "Citizen Kane," starring Or-
son Welles with Linda Winters.
At 20th Century-Fox: "Hudson's

Bay Company," with Virginia Field
and Laird Cregar.

At Universal: "The Green Hornet
Strikes Again," with Wade Boteler,
Keye Luke and Anne Nagel; "The
Devil's Pipeline," with Richard Ar-
len and Andy Devine; "The Pony
Post," with Johnny Mack Brown,
Fuzzy Knight and Nell O'Day.
At Warners: "High Sierra," star-

ring Humphrey Bogart and Ida Lu-
pine
At Monogram: Edward W. Raw-

lins' "The Gypsy Cavalier," with
Gilbert Roland, Raquel Torres and
Bert Roach; Sam Katzman's "That
Gang of Mine," featuring the East
End Kids; an untitled Frankie Darro
vehicle; "The Ape," starring Boris
Karloff.

Six-IIour-TroUey-mde-for-1 O-Cents Plan
as Heat Antidote Proposed in Des Moines

Des Moines, la.—The torrid heat wave brought an additional worry to local exhibs.
but the plan wasn't carried out. The street car company started talking about a "cool-
ing off" arrangement for its patrons which would have had the exhibs. pulling their

hair. Passengers would be able to ride on any line in the city from 7 p.m. until 1 a.m.
for a single fare, 10 cents, during the hot nights.

"They Drive By Night"
Setting Summer Records

(.Continued from Page 1)

gagements over the week-end, the
home office reported yesterday.
At the New York Strand, the film

is running close to "The Fighting
69th, which opened there in January.
Other situations reporting all-time
highs for Summer business are: Or-
pheum, New Orleans; Palace, Co-
lumbus; Brandeis, Omaha; Branford,
Newark; Stanley, Jersey City; and
Fox, Philadelphia.

Loew's Movie Directory
Into 3 More N. Y. Dailies

(Continued from Page 1)

of Loew's Weekly, which the cir-

cuit has abandoned as its primary
method of reaching its New York
customers.

"Sea Hawk" Set Back a Week
Revised Warner release schedule

for month of August shoves "The
Sea Hawk" back one week, to Aug.
31.

Schenck, Moskowitz Trial

Date Will be Set Today

(Continued from Page 1)

kowitz will be set today for some
time in October by Federal Judge
Alfred C. Coxe. Hearing on the
question of a date of trial was ad-

journed yesterday by Judge Coxe.

Walt Disney Festival

To Stay at Criterion

The Walt Disney Festival, current
at the Criterion Theater, Broadway,
will be held for a second week, fol-

lowing a record-breaking opening
on Saturday and heavy subsequent
business. Big surprise has been the
adult attendance, only 30 per cent of

the patrons being children.

NSS Promotes Silverberg

Detroit—Harris Silverberg, man-
ager for National Screen Service,

has been promoted to the Chicago
office, assuming his new duties Aug.
20.

Country Selling

Only In Chicago

(Continued from Page 1)

"Tom Brown's School Days," "D^
Girl Dance" and "Lucky Partne

(

Warner branch is checking
current season contracts at the \

ent time, and deals to be askec
1940-41 will be based on wha
survey shows. Salesmen as

™
case of RKO are now working
in the country territory.

Paramount reports good re'

in down-state selling, but no
tempt is being made to close <

in the city. First pix of the
season to be released here wiF
"Rhythm of the River," expecte
go into the Chicago theater L
Day week.

Twentieth Century-Fox, Un;
sal, Columbia and UA are gel

ready for sales activity, both ir

city and country.

Some exhib. resistance to pen
age selling is being voiced, but

j

effect this will have on the new
son is uncertain.

Eomer's Mother Dead
Detroit—Miss Rachel Komer

mother of Charles and Harry Kc
and grandmother of Adolph and
ing Goldberg of the Komer and (

berg Circuit, is dead.

tCATTERBBAIN
A screamingly funny jamboree of gaiety and music
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ARA. WANTS GOVERNMENT CLARIFICATION

lew Eastman Price Means $2,500,000 Saving
ed on 1939 Costs, Move
ans Saving of $5,000 to

.000 Per Company
Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Uywood—Local production man-
s estimate that the reduction in

man raw stock will mean a sav-
•>i from $2,000,000 to $2,500,000
iy. In negatives alone, based
.939 consumption, M-G-M will

about $52,000, 20th Century-
$50,000, Paramount $25,000,

ersal, Columbia and RKO $30,-

(Continued on Page 3)

th-Fox 3 Months

ead of Deliveries

Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
ollywood—With 12 pictures corn-
id, seven in production and seven
?d to roll within the next five

is, the 20th Century-Fox 1940-41
dule is three months ahead of
series and is hitting the half-
mark on the 52 pictures prom-
in the product announcement
March.

f these 52, four were to have
(Continued on Page 3)

li and Dunn, Warner
reign Execs., in U. S.

eter Colli, Warners' supervisor
Cuba, Mexico, Panama, Peru,

krto Rico, Trinidad and Central
si'ica, is visiting the home office,

conferences with Joseph S. Hum-
dealing with plans for selling

(Continued on Page 2)

heat Closes Five
Offices, Hits B.O.

Sweltering heat and high humidity
:ontinued to take their tolls yesterday,
lot only in New York but throughout
-he East. It was the 12th day of the
.neat wave, and only slight relief was
forecast for today. In New York, RKO
3nd Metro suspended home office activity
)t 3:30 p.m.. Para., Warners and Mono-
?raj», at 4^ ,B.O.- dip generally was sus-
ained. A light- rainfall at 6 p.m.
wrought a little relief.

I 'thus Submitted to Chicago Police Censor
At 10-Year Footage Low; Pi.r IVotv Solicited

Chicago—Films submitted to the police censor here have hit a 10-year low on the
footage basis, according to Lieut. Harry Costello. In the last six weeks, only 36,000
feet have cleared; normally, that amount is handled weekly.

The censor's office these days is calling the exchanges here and asking that film
be sent over so that the staff of examiners can keep busy.

Goldwyn "Linen

Washing" Rapped

Rockford, 111. — United Theater
Owners of Illinois members in North-
ern Illinois met here yesterday and
outlined plans for combatting ad-
verse legislation, "Gypsy Films" and
other kindred ills.

President Edward G. Zorn of Pon-
tiac voiced the sentiment of entire

croup when he vehemently assailed

Sam Goldwyh's article in a recent
issue of Satevepost. Zorn said, "it

seems highly improper and unethical
for a man of Goldwyn 's position in

the industry, which has made him a

(Continued on Page 2)

Schenck and Moskowitz
Trial Set for Oct. 2

Trial of Joseph M. Schenck and
Joseph M. Moskowitz on indict-
ments charging violation of income
tax laws was ordered for Oct. 2 by
Federal Judge Gaston L. Porterie
yesterday.

In response to the request of U.
S. Attorney Boris Kostelanetz, the

(Continued on Page 2)

Allied 16 MM. Com.

Will Present Case

Allied 16 mm. committee is pre-
paring to present its case to the
distributors as the first step in a

campaign to eliminate free show
competition. Plan is to have a few
members come to New York to dis-

cuss the situation with sales heads,
especially as the problem relates to

Indiana and Michigan where 16 mm.
competition is reported to be harm-
ful.

Indiana Allied unit has sent out

(Continued on Page 2)

Para, to Have Fleischer
Feature for 1941-42

Max Fleischer is preparing a fea-
ture-length cartoon for Paramount's
1941-42 program. Animation is to

start in about four months, Fleischer
said yesterday in New York, adding
that the feature was as yet un-
titled but will be based on a semi-
fantastic theme.
Music for the film will be written

by Hoagy Carmichael and Frank
Loesser, who are now in Florida.

$12,500,000 forNew Shorts
Newsreel Budgets to Add $5,100,000 More

Reopening Dates for Nine
RKO Theaters Announced

Re-opening dates for nine RKO
houses darkened for the Summer
were set yesterday by John J. O'Con-
nor, general manager. First to light
up will be the RKO Palace, Chi., to-

morrow. To follow will be:
Aug. 15. RKO Orpheum, Kansas

(Continued on Page 2)

Production and print expenditures
by major companies on their 1940-
41 short subjects and newsreels, ex-
clusive of distribution costs, will

aggregate some $17,600,000, it was
disclosed yesterday at the comple-
tion of a Film Daily survey.

Returns reveal that the majors'
shorts budgets, comprising those of

Paramount, M-G-M, 20th-Fox, War-
ner-Vitaphone, RKO Radio, Colum-

(Continued on Page 2)

Indicates Consent Decree
Acceptance if Suit's Scope
Is an All-Industry Problem

Whether Paramount agrees to a
consent decree or withholds its sanc-
tion depends on the Government's
clarification of the scope of the
equity suit; that is, if the Govern-
ment asserts that the suit is an all-

industry problem and not one in-

volving individual companies, Para-
mount is likely to go along with
RKO, Loew's, Warner Bros, and 20th
Century-Fox. Meanwhile, it is pos-
sible that the Government will offer

a modified decree to Universal,
United Artists and Columbia.

Yesterday's conference of indus-
try attorneys made little progress

(Continued on Page 3)

Restrict Bills in

Nazi-Held France

Future of American pictures in

German-occupied nations of Europe
is unpredictable in the opinion of

Fred Lahge, Paramount's manager
for continental Europe, who arrived
Monday by Clipper from Lisbon.
Lange, who left Paris two days

before the Germans entered the city

said he had been advised since re-

( Continued on Page 3)

Get 90 Days More to File

Appeal of Gary Trust Suit

Chicago—Federal Judge William
Holly yesterday gave attorneys for

the Gary Theater Corp. 90 days from
July 27 to perfect the appeal in its

(Continued on Page 2)

III, Allied Again
Hits B & K Triple

Chicago— Illinois Allicd's board of di-

rectors is slated to convene here today
to adopt a protest against B & K's

tripling of "My Son, My Son" (UA-
Small), "Irene" (RKO-Wilcox) and
"Typhoon" (Para.) at the Belmont. Film
program runs 4 hours, 14 minutes. Jack
Kirsch, Allied's prexy, asserted reports

the unit was dropping its fight on triples

were baseless.

5 < • t



DAILY;

Wednesday, July 31, lj

Vol. 78. No. 22 Wed., July 31, 1940 10 Cents

JOHN W. ALICOATE Publisher

DONALD M. MERSEREAU : General Manager
CHESTER B. BAHN :::::: Editor

Published daily except Saturdays, Sundays and
Holidays at 1501 Broadway, New York, N. Y.,
hy Wid's Films and Film Folk, Inc. J. W.
Alicoate, President and Publisher; Donald M.
Mersereau, Secretary-Treasurer. Entered as

>econd class matter, Sept. s, 19Jb at the
po-t-office at New York, N. Y., under the
act of March 3, 1879. Terms (Postage free)

United States outside of Greater New York
$1U 00 one year; 6 months, $5.00; 3 months,
$3.00. Foreign, $15.00. Subscriber should
remit with order. Address all communications
to THE FILM DAILY, 1501 Broadway,
New York, N. Y. Phone BRyant 9-7117,
9-7118, 9-7119, 9-7120, 9-7121. Cable address:

Filmday, New York.

Representatives: HOLLYWOOD, Calif.—
Ralph Wilk, 6425 Hollywood Blvd., Phone
Granite 6607. LONDON—Ernest W. Fred-
man, The Film Renter, 127-133 VVardour St.,

W. I. PARIS—P. A. Harle, La Cinematog-
raphic Francaise, 29 Rue Marsoulan (12).
MEXICO CITY — Marco-Aurelio Galindo,
Av, Coyoacan No. 100B, Mexico, D. F.

BUENOS AIRES—Chas. de Cruz, Heraldo Del
Cinematogiatista, Corrientes 1309.

FINANCIAL
(Tuesday, July 30)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat 7l/4 7'/4 7'/4
Col. Picts.vtc. (2'/2% »

Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd. 6% 6% 67/8 + '/4
East. Kodak 120 119l/2 il9%
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 9'/2 9 9'/2 + Vi
Loew's, Inc 25 24'/2 25 + %
do pfd 102V2 102y2 1021/2 + 1%
Paramount 5 5

/a 5'/8 5'/2 + %
Pathe Film 8V8 8V8 8%
RKO New 3 2% 3

RKO New Pfd 36Vs 36y8 36V8 + '/a

20th Century-Fox . . . 6V4 6i/
8 6y4 + Vs

20th Century-Fox pfd. 15!/2 15!/2
15i/

2 + 1/2

Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2% 23/8 2% + i/

8

do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Loew's deb. 3i/

2 s46 102% 102'/2 1 02 V2
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv.3i/4s47 85% 85y4 85V4
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1% 1 % 1% — Vs

Technicolor lOVs 10 10l/
8 + Vs

Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vrc. 4 4 4 + '/4

Universal Picts
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$12,500,000 Budget Set
For New Short Subjects

(Continued from Page 1)

bia and Universal, including con-
tract producer-affiliates, represent
$12,500,000, while the balance, or

$5,100,000, is the expected cost of
turning out the newsreels of Fox
Movietone, Paramount, News of the
Day, Pathe and Universal.

Production costs currently ac-
count, it is learned, for the approxi-
mately four per cent increase which
shorts producers expect to spend in

the new season as against the 1939-
40 season.

Newsreel companies, by and large,

anticipate that their costs will re-

main the same as in 1939-40. This
assumption springs from the fact

that no estimate can be formed as
to whether operations in foreign
fields will mean the curtailment of

expense or its increase.

Goldwyn "Linen Washing"
Rapped by UTO of Illinois

(Continued from Page 1)

rich man to 'bite the hand that feeds
him' ".

Zorn stated that ills in the indus-
try were not denied, but it seemed
extremely out of place for Goldwyn
to "wash his dirty linen in the pub-
lic print."

William F. Crouch, executive sec-

retary, reported that the increase in

membership was exceeding expecta-
tions due to the extreme interest dis-

played by Illinois exhibitors in what
is regarded as a new form of exhibi-
tor organization.

Colli and Dunn, Warner
Foreign Execs., in U. S.

(Continued from Page 1)

next year's product in his territories.

He will remain here only a few days.
Harold Dunn, Warners' supervisor

of operations in the Far East, has
arrived at the West Coast from
Shanghai, China, and will be in New
York within a few days for two
weeks of conferences concerning
hiefly the situation in Japan, as

well as future selling plans for

China, India, Java and Singapore.

Allied's 16 mm. Com.
Will Present Its Case

(Continued from Page 1)

a questionnaire on the subject, ex-

hibitors being asked to give all data
on 16 mm. roadshows in their terri-

tories, including admission price, if

any, names of sponsors, titles of

features shown and the producer.

$500,000 Added Working
Capital for "U" By Loan

Universal, concluding a five-year

$1,500,000 loan at 5 per cent with
'he First National Bank of Boston,
% as refunded its $1,000,000 studio
mortgage held by CFI and has
dded $500,000 to its working cap-
tal. New loan leaves "U" without
T^y maturity close at hand, other
than its current revolving bank
credits.

Schenck and Moskowitz
Trial Set for Oct. 2

(Continued from Page 1)

Court denied a further postpone-

ment to early November which was
sought by Max D. Steuer, Schenck's

attorney.
The Government was instructed to

choose its indictment upon which it

will proceed to trial not later than
Sept. 3.

Reopening Dates for Nine
RK(5 Theaters Announced

(Continued from Page 1)

City and RKO Shubert, Cincinnati;

Aug. 16, RKO Colonial, Dayton;
Aug. 29, RKO Albee, Providence;
Friday, Aug. 30, RKO Grand, Cin-

cinnati, Strand, Syracuse, and RKO
Grand, Columbus; and Friday, Sept.

6, RKO Orpheum, Champaign.

Get 90 Days More to File

Appeal of Gary Trust Suit

(Continued from Page 1)

anti-trust suit against B & K and
the majors to Seventh Circuit Court
of Appeals, and also granted leave

to transmit all exhibits used in the

case to the higher court. Decision
against Gary Theater Corp. was
handed down last March.

Producers Releasing Corp.
Has Six Ready for Release

Producers Releasing Corp. has
three features and as many westerns
completed and ready for immediate
release, its franchise holders were
informed yesterday at a special

meeting at the Woodward Hotel.
Parley which opened Monday closes

today. Prexy Harry Rathner is

presiding.
Advance domestic sales were de-

scribed as "very satisfactory," while
Leon Fromkess, in charge of for-

eign sales, said deliveries had al-

ready been made to Pathe in Eng-
land and that distribution deals were
being made in South America. Rath-
ner leaves New York to conduct
regionals next week.

Republic Closes Deal
With Sparks Fla. Chain

Republic yesterday announced the

closing of a product deal with the
Sparks Florida circuit for the com-
pany's entire 1940-41 lineup. Deal
involves 75 theaters. James R.
Grainger. Republic president, and
Arthur Bromberg, southern fran-
chise holder, represented the dis-

tributors in the negotiations with
Frank Rogers of the Sparks circuit.

Korda to Make Nelson
Pix With Leigh, Olivier

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Alexander Korda will

make a picture on the lives of Lord
Nelson and Lady Hamilton with Vi-
vien Leigh and Laurence Olivier.

Korda will direct as well as produce.

COmiflG and G0IFI

returns fromMONROE GREENTHAL
Worth tomorrow.

SMILEY BURNETTE has left the Coa
train for Roanoke, Va., where he opens a

weeks' p. a. tour.

PHIL BAKER left the Coast Monday fo,

York.

CHARLES BENNETT is en route fror

Coast to New York to look into the story

tion.

CLIFF HENDERSON and TOM CALLER
in New York from the Coast.

E. L. DePATTIE, comptroller at the
studio, arrived in New York by plane.

LOU BROCK is back at the West Coas
lowing a four week's stay in the Easf.

JACK COHN and NATE SPINCOLD ha\

turned from the Coast.
ARTIE COHN, manager of the Roo; I

Philly, is an Atlantic City visitor.

PETER COLLI, Warner Central American j

visor, is visiting the home office.

HAROLD DUNN, Warners' Far Eastern
has arrived in Los Angeles en route to

York.

ELMER BALABAN, prexy of Chicago's H
Balaban circuit, is on the West Coast
vacation.

WALTER IMMERMAN, B & K general
ager has returned to Chicago from a Mic
fishing trip.

WALTON C. AMENT, RKO Pathe News
eral manager, is vacationing in Darien, Co

LOUISE ROUSSEAU, director of the RKO
"Picture People" series being produced in

lywood, has arrived in New York from the (

ELMER C. UPTON, B & K controller, ha

turned to Chicago from an Eastern business

ED SEELEY, of the Engineering Departme
Altec, is in Los Angeles for conferences
Academy committees.

70,000 See "Night" and
Raft at Strand in 5 Days

"They Drive by Night," aided'

George Raft's p.a., played to n

than 70,000 admissions in its

five days at the N. Y. Strand, \*

ners reported yesterday. Biz
forced the house to open at 8 a

hour earlier, closed at 3 a.m.,

minutes later than customary.

Robb & Rowley Circuit

Deal With RKO Signed

RKO added another to its list

seasonal product deals yestei'"

with Ned Depinet's announcen
that Robb & Rowley had signe

contract. Bob Mochrie and
Sachs acted for RKO, Ed Rov
and C. V. Jones for the chain.

Need A
Messenger?

Call

Circle 6-5314

ABBYE ERRAND
SERVICE

SPECIALIZED MESSENGERS
Experienced Dependable

Reasonable charges

by hour or trip.
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)

1 a uniform understanding. It

laid following the parleys that

,/arious representatives were

far apart" on many points, but

a decision or agreement was
H for" by the end of the week.
mwhile, it is understood that

K>unt partners are prepared to

iroduct in towns or cities where
r more other circuits operate
B event that the provision of

Iroposed decree calling for sell-

1 groups of five is enforced.

,-s continue today.

Week Marking Stai t

dual Consent Decree
Bureau of THE FILM DAIl V

ishington—Hope that this week
- the actual beginning of a

. d-out consent decree in the in-

suit was expressed to The
J Daily last night by Abraham
eller of Justice Department's
it decree division.

>rioned as to whether the Gov-
>nt would accept a consent de-

embracing only Metro, RKO,
iers and 20th Century-Fox, as

:ed in trade circles Feller re-

"I can't really answer. It is

tter for the Attorney General
kle. The problem hasn't been
tted as yet to my knowledge."
ided that there was a possibility

. a proposal would be made at

'iiid of this week. This, it was
.ted, would constitute the def-

ground work of the consent

ted just what form of "escape"
i the Government contemplates,
Justice Lfficial remarked that
have been working on this in

York yesterday. I haven't seen
I don't know the details as yet."

ications at the Justice Depart-
last night were tinged with
ism and the "hope that some
will work out."

trict Movie Programs
4azi-Occupied France

(Continued from Page 1)

ng to New York, that an or-

ation had been created in Ger-
held France to act as a link

en German authorities ;;nd the

butors in order to keep the-

in operation.

said he understood that theater
ams were limited to 12,000 feet
hat pictures exhibited could not
Iwar themes nor be unfavorable
rmany. Approximately 100 the-
in Paris were open and 25 in

uburbs, according to latest re-

ramount had closed it s Paris
before the invaders came in,

e said, but he had been told
there were 20 distributing of-

still in operation, including
ersal, Metro and RKO.

ALCN6 THE
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• • • LONG On Shorts That's the fortunate situation

in which producer-distribs and the nation's theaters are as-

sured of finding themselves in the about-to-hatch 1940-41 season

But by "Long On Shorts" mere quantity per se is not

the significant aspect of the phrase Other seasons have boasted

the advantage of adequate supply Rather do we mean that the

new season situation is a fortunate one because tab reels are cer-

tain to be unprecedentedly long-on-quality

V
• • • WHY? To begin with each year sees shorts

definitely improved Better mechanics and technique are

noted More showmanship, skill and care go into their

fabrication —and that's as patent as the leather of a Mauve
Decade dandy's shoes! Makers of shorts today regard this

type of product generally as important "abbreviated" fea-

tures and it is not going hog wild at all to place right

on the record that most of our contemporary shorts produc-

ers bring their celluloid brain children into the entertainment

world on a fanatical paternal premise that they must be

in their small way just as good as the BEST of features are

in the latter's big way

V T
• • • THIS paternal fanaticism has a sound reason lor be-

ing You'll find it prevalent in the instance of majors becaus?

those majors directly making shorts have a prestige to uphold. . . .

with their industry customers and with the public —in addi

tion to the vital consideration that top-flight shorts get the gravy

The same motive pervades the heads of organizations making

shorts for major release They turn out product which they feel

will grab revenue and customer favor and also keep the

cle distribution contract a highly desirable document for all con-

cerned This solicitude has meant progressive rise in quality of

shorts and everybody's the better for it —the creators, dis-

tributors, exhibitors and public

V V
• • • BETTER and better shorts is the annual rule for

one of many other reasons namely, that their makers know
that the surest way to return them to their deserved place in the

cinematic sun is to make them so good that theaters showing

them will continue enthusiastically to do so and thea-

ters which have forsaken them for the goofy dual and triple fea-

ture policies, giveaways and games will call them back

John Q. Public is the very guy who is going to insist more and

more on the said recall He knows how superb the short

is becoming with its flesh players being allocated in so many
instances from the roster of "name" personalities and

with its writers, directors, et al assigned from among the best

in the studio ranks TV
• • • THERE'S a strenuous accent on novelty in shorts for

the new season Symbolizing this is Paramount's series of six Tech-

nicolor "Merry Models" which will introduce the work of George Pal to

U. S. audiences It's no trade secret that Paramount is embarking on

its greatest tab product year and that brilliant results are also to be

expected from Warner-Vitaphone. M-G-M, and other particular

sources who have and will continue to be very particular re

glorifying the American Short

« « « » \y *

New Eastman Price

To Save 2 1/2 Million

(Continued from Page 1

)

000 each. No figures were available

from Warner Bros, and Republic.

Hal Roach, Walter Wanger, Samuel
Goldwyn and Edward Small are ex-

pected to effect a saving of $5,000

each en negatives.

Cliff Work said the reduction is

"a grand thing at a time when every
reduction is appreciated. It is a
creditable precedent." William Koe-
nig of 20th Century-Fox also gave
his praise to Eastman's move.

20th-Fox 3 Months
Ahead of Deliveries

(Continued from Page ])

been made in England but war con-
ditions may cause their transfer to
Hollywood. Flourishing state of
production on the West Coast lot re-

moves pressure from this question
and company tops are deferring
judgment until later.

Completed productions include:
"Brigham Young," biggest budgeter
in the company's history; "The Re-
turn of Frank James," "The Great
Profile," "The Man I Married,"
"Public Deb. No. 1," and "Young
People," every one representing a big
investment. Others ready for ex-
hibitors include:: "The Girl Frcm
Avenue A," "Street of Memories, '

"The Bride Wore Crutches," "Pier
13," "Charlie Chan at the Wax Mu-
seum" and "For Beauty's Sake."

In production are: "The Califor-
nian," "Down Argentine Way,"
"Youth Will Be Served," "Charlie
Chan in New York," "Charter Pilot,"
"Yesterday's Heroes" and "The
Ghost of the Cisco Kid," with "Hud-
son's Bay Company" starting this

week.

August and the first week of Sep-
tember also will see the kick off on
"Chad Hanna," "Tin Pan Alley," and
"Western Union." Also set to go
are "Golden Hoofs," Jane Withers
starrer, "Heil Jenny" and "Dance
Hall."

Certain to be in the 1940-41 pro-
gram, but as yet given no cast or
starting date, are "How Green Was
My Valley," the Richard Llewellyn
novel which is smashing all mod-
ern best-seller records; "Brooklyn
Bride," "The Great Commandment,"
'Sergeant Sam Dreben," "Say It

With Music," the Irving Berlin mu-
sical; "Wild Geese Calling," "Belle
Starr," "Fifth Avenue" and "Sun
Valley."

Want "One Big Union" Confabs
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — AGVA officials have

written Screen Actors Guild, AFRA,
and Actcrs Equity Ass'n suggesting
various committees studying the
Bernard Reis report on "one big
union" for actors, hold conferences
to exchange views regarding the re-

port.
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MOVING RAPIDLY INTO BOX-OFFIC!

IMPORTANCE...RITA HAYWORT1
was the cover of Life

in the July 15*h issue



SHE'S THE ANSWER TO WHAT'S

NEW IN EXCITING ROMANCE...

when she teams up with

BRIAN AHERNE
and

CHARLES VIDOR
the star and director combination

of My Son, My Son

i
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Para. Splurges With Ambitious Shorts Progran
Company Carrying Ban on
"B" Features to Logical
Conclusion, Says Agnew

By NEIL AGNEW
Vice-president of Paramount Pictures

Inc., In Charge of Distribution

("^ARRYING its recently announced
ban on low-budget or "B" pic-

tures to a logical conclusion, Para-
mount plans
to supple-
ment its top
bracket p i c -

tures for the
1940-41 sea-
son with the
most ambi-
tious shorts
pro due tion
program in

the compa-
ny's history.
Its 12 cate-
gories of
short subjects n;h. AGN!!W
will, Para-
mount executives are convinced, give
the exhibitor everything he needs to

build a complete show about a single
feature and release him from the
necessity of supplying an additional
hypo in the form of a "B".

Nearly 90 shorts, embracing every
conceivable phase of entertainment
and geared to every type of taste,

are slated for Paramount release
during the coming season.

New Series Have Been Tested

Color will be an entertainment
factor in a large percentage of this

group and all new series have under-
gone the established Paramount test

of actual box-office trials in all sec-

tions of the country.

Familiar to all moviegoers but
new to Paramount's entertainment
menu is Robert Benchley, the leading
humorist of present day America,
who will make four single-reel com-
edies.

Heading the list of tried-and-true
shorts are Max Fleischer's "Popeye"
cartoons, of which 12 will be pro-
duced.

Rice's Sportlights Continued

Grantland Rice's Sportlights, a
popular Paramount feature in the
past, will be continued. Thirteen
Sportlights are announced by Ted
Husing. Paramount's Popular Science
feature will be continued, the sixth

Will kit* to Encore
With "Info. Please"

Because of the b.o. popularity of

RKO Pafhe's "Information Please" short

starring Wendell L. Willkie, a second
subject in this series with the Republican
Presidential nominee as guest guesser
will be released through RKO Radio Pic-

tures on Sept. 27.

Clifton Fadiman, Franklin P. Adams,
John Kieran and Oscar Levant, the reg-

ulars, will again be seen with Willkie.

Quich Return of Slapstich Tuno-Reelers
in Lieu of "Highbrow9 ' Shorts is Urged

New Orleans—Plea for a return to slapstick two-reelers in place of some "highbrow"
shorts now being put on the market was voiced here by Warren Salles, manager of

the Garden Theater.
"Most of the majors seem to be giving up making good comedies which I think

would appeal to the trade," Salles declared. "Of course, comedy is the toughest
thing there is to make, and I don't recall any as funny as those of the silent, slapstick

days. Isn't it possible for us to get some like that with sound which would fill a down-
right need in houses like mine right now?"

season bringing six Popular Science

shorts, all filmed in color.

Big-name bands are the biggest

thing in the entertainment world

today, and Paramount has signed up
eight of the headliners to bring their

sweet and hot music to the screen.

The proven box-office draw of the

nation's top bands on the stage of
che New York Paramount Theater
has had its Hollywood echo in the
company's decision to stress orches-
tra shorts more than ever before.
Unusual Occupations, a Cinecolor

short that takes audiences behind
the scenes with leading figures in

every phase of life, is an important
item in Paramount's short schedule.
Six of them will be made. Another
encore is made by Paramount Para-
graphics, whose quality is attested
by the fact that one of them, "Busy
Little Bears," won the Academy
Award for short subjects. Six of

these, too, will be seen during the
coming season.

"Gabby" to Star in Eight

Now to be "starred" in eight Tech-
nicolor features of his own is

"Gabbv," the town crier, who im-

pudently stole "Gulliver's Travels"

|

away from its leading players last

I

season.

Even more important from the
standpoint of novelty are the series

of six Technicolor "Merry Models,"
which will introduce to American
audiences the work of George Pal,

who has just moved his production
to this country from abroad. Pal,

whose studio at Eindhoven, Holland,
was the largest in the world outside
the United States, is not an animated
cartoonist in the strictest sense of

the word. His "Puppettoons," as

they were known abroad, consist of

plastic, three-dimensional figures,

one of which is made for every phase
of every movement.

The other new features on the
Paramount list are "Raggedy Ann,"
a two-reel color cartoon based on
the well-loved comic strip character;
10 of Max Fleischer's Animated An-
tics, which will bring back such well

known characters as "Twinkletoes"
and the Three Spies and introduce
other picturesque characters; and
Glamour Trails, a new kind of travel
feature. Six of these will bring the
farthest corners of the world into

the theater in Technicolor.

Warner Supervises Shorts
Feature Production Values Are Injected

By NORMAN H. MORAY
Sales Manager

Warner Bros. Vitaphone

YV7E fully realize the obligation

placed on Warner Bros, to pro-
duce outstanding short subjects not
only to combat the double bill evil

but more importantly, to make each
short subject exploitable, of high
quality and of definite box office

value.
Accordingly, Jack L. Warner,

vice - president in charge of pro-
duction of the Warner Burbank
Studios, has taken over the complete
supervision of all short subject pro-
duction, and such shorts as have al-

ready been completed for release this

coming season are conclusive evi-

dence of outstanding production.
Each short possesses feature produc-
tion values, feature casts and are
really features in every particular
except length.

We have greatly diversified the en-
tire program and every possible type

of short subject, from solid drama
to hokum comedy, is on the schedule.
It is our ambition and desire that
every short subject embody definite

exploitation possibilities, that it bal-

ance any type of program, have
prominent star value and so justify
any effort put behind it on the part
of the exhibitor.

However, nothing sells itself and
we sincerely hope that the exhibitor
will again recognize his obligation
to ballyhoo all short subjects that
deserve special handling farther
than the usual announcement which
appears in all theater lobbies and on
marquees "also selected shorts and
newsreels."
We sincerely believe that all short

subject producers are delivering a
fine, above-average line of product,
many subjects of which are equally
exploitable with the average feature,
but we also believe that the exhibi-
tor is definitely negligent by not
doing his part in properly selling this
fine merchandise.

To Dedicate Memorial Park
Saranac Lake - - William Morris

Memorial Park will be dedicated
Aug. 27.

Triples Down, Premiums Up
Chicago—Theaters using triples

have dipped to six, while number
using premiums has jumped to 32.

:*

Duals Antipathy

Cited by Chertok

By JACK CHERTOK
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer

Short Subjects Producer

T'M glad to note that antipathy

ward double feature programs
grown so steadily during the

season t

considerati
of the pri

lem can
longer
postponed
lightly wa\
aside. Itloc I

as if , oil'

and for all

thorough i

vestigation
|

the pros a

cons of "do
bles vs. si

gles" is g

ing to be undertaken and there
little doubt in my mind as to wh
the outcome will be.

Up to this time nearly everyo
in the motion picture industry h

been willing to accept the fact th

double features were responsible f

the decline of shorts. They let it
|

at that. I think many an eyebrc
will be lifted in surprise when it

finally discovered that the rever!

was actually the case. It is my opi

ion that mediocrity of shorts, ai

that alone, was responsible for t

rise of the double bill. And it is n

opinion that shorts are now rea<

to take over their obvious job, fi

filling their natural destiny as ir

portant complements to a good si

gle feature both on the screen ai

at the box-office.

For the past several years we
M-G-M have produced shorts wi
this theory in mind. I am convinci

that we are now about to reap 0'

reward.

JACK CHERTOK

Original Musical Score
Features Yorke's Short

Innovation in short subject fil

production is the use by Produc
Emersen Yorke of an entirely ori,

inal music score for the color fe

turette, "New Hampshire — T)

Ninth State," now being distributi

nationally by Columbia. Solita Pt
mer wrote the music for "Ne
Hampshire."

Still Photos in Color
Plug Terry-Toons

Accessories on Terry-Toons to be issued

by 20th Century-Fox in the coming sea-

son will include full color 8 by 10 still

photographs on those subjects produced
in Technicolor. This new service will

start with "Billy Mouse's Akwakade," the

first release of the season.
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Paramount Shorts have

VARtfTV

Paramount Shorts have

COLO*

Paramount Shorts are

5c3 ^

;„<>%•*«
HORT SUBJECT

• • . An unbeatable array of money makers!

GRANTLAND RICEMAX FLEISCHER

HEH5!

.^^L^^^^JJi^^uJ^
In Cinecolor I Always in demand
by exhibitors who know I

In Technicolorl The million*

who saw "Gulliver" made
"Gabby" a star!

RAGGEDYs
GLAMOUR

AIL
In Technicolorl Your customers

want to 90 places . . . take them

there in your own theatre I

SINGLE REEL

NCHLEY

in any program. Book it . . . ad-

vertise it... watch the customers

go for if

A Two-reel cartoon in color

one of the biggest little hits

you've ever played!

PARAMOUNT

The top-notch series from which

came that Academy Award
Winner, "Busy Little Bears!"

MERRY
MODEL*

In Technicolor! Starring those

uproarious, amazingly human
new little figures in plastic!

With Ted Husing announcing the

best sport shorts in the business !

POPULAR
IENC

In Cinecolor! Sixth year. ..and

still growing in popularity '

New sonc

characters, including Twinkletoes,

the Three Spies and others you

demanded!
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Film Daily Shorts Calendar
A list of short subjects to be released during August and

September by seven major companies

AUG. COLUMBIA

2
i

The Timid Pup
i Color Rhapsody)

Screen Snapshots
No. 10

9
Fireman Save My

Choo (hoo
Andy Clyde

16

23

30

M-G-M PARAMOUNT RKO RADIO

Buyer Beware
i Crime Does Not

Pay)
Gee Quiz
(Pete Smith)

Romeo In Rhythm
( Cartoon)

Soak the Old
(Crime Does Not

Pay)
Foothall Thrills of

1930
1 Smith «

Bear and the Canary
(Cartoon)

Doing Inipossikible

Stunts
(Popeye)

Unusual Occupations
No. 6

The Fulla Bluff Man
I Stone Age Cartoon)

Paramount Pictorial
No. 2

\\ i tn in in Hadn't
Oughta Drive

(Popeye)

You Can't Shoe a
Horse Fly

(Color Classic
Cartoon)

I'ulliii On the Act
(Popeye)

Springtime in the
Kockage

(Stone Age)

March of Time
No. 13

Trouble Shooters
(Sportscope)

Donald's Vacation
(Disney)

Information Please
No. 13

(Ruth Gordon)

Hats
(Reelism)

Pluto's Dream House
i Disney)

20th-FOX UNIVERSAL VITAPHONE

Eskimo Trails

(Father Hubbard)
Stranger Than

Fiction No. 80

Billy Mouse's
Akwakade

(Terry-Toon)

Going Places No. 80
Varsity Vanities
(musical

)

Ghost Wanted
( Merrie Melody

.

Vacation Time
( Thorgersen Sports

Review

)

Famous Movie Dogs
(Color Parade)

Club Life in the
Stone Age

( Terry-Toon

)

Ceiling Hero
(Merrie Melody)

Patient Porky
( Looney Tune

)

Grunters and
Groaners

(Lew Lehr)

Musical
(title not set)

Service With the
Colors

( two-reeler. with

Wm. Lundigan,
Bill Orr. George
Haywood, Robert
Armstrong)

.

ill Stress Comedy

Columbia Shorts

By M. J. WEISFELDT
Executive, Sales Deportment
the light of present world con-

itions, Columbia feels that the

lie trend is toward "escape" in

irtainment—and for that reason
concentrate on comedy in its

3-1941 short subject program,
n novelty reels playing an impor-
t, if secondary role,

leading Columbia's shorts line-up
next season are the Three Stooges
Ioe Howard, Curly Howard and
Ty Fine—again will be starred
a series of eight rollicking

-reelers under the production
ervision of Jules White. There
also be another group of 18 "All
" two-reel comedies featuring
eral other celebrated comedians
uding Buster Keaton, Andy
de, El Brendel, Elsie Ames, the
ove Slingers," stock comedians,
rry Laughton and others,
lie single-reel line-up will have
ew cartoon set-up turning out 16
hnicolor cartoons and 16 black

i whites, all based on comedy
as.

Single Reel Demand Showing Marked Gains
By WILLIAM CLARK

Safes Manager, 20th Century-Fox Short Subjects

From the cross-fire arguments raging around the double-feature issue, one significant

development has emerged: In both single-bill and double-bill houses, the demand for good
one-reel subjects is steadily increasing. In either case, the exhibitor's interest in short

subjects results from his desire to add variety to his program. And the short program-
time required for the one-reel subject provides an ideal, economical solution to the

problem.
With overwhelming evidence indicating that the forthcoming season will be the

most active in the history of our short subject organization, 20th Century-Fox has planned
a production schedule of 52 one-reelers commensurate with the potentialities of the

situation.

American Red Cross Plugs
WB's "Flag of Humanity"

For the first time in its history,

the American Red Cross will help
publicize a commercial product when
it supports a co-operative publicity
and advertising campaign being ar-

ranged by Warner Bros, for the
forthcoming release of its Techni-
color two-reel historical short sub-
ject, "Flag of Humanity."
The film, which deals with the

life of Clara Barton and the found-
ing of the American Red Cross, will

be released in October, concurrent
with the annual Red Cross Drive.
Warner Bros, is planning a large

scale advertising and publicity cam-
paign for the two-reeler.

Bibo to Release Travel
Series in New Magnacolor

Walter Bibo of Atlas Film Ex-

change is preparing a series of 13

"Travelcade" travelogues in new
Magnacolor, with the first six sub-

jects to be ready in late August.
Subjects of the latter are, "Siam,"
"Norway," "Malaya," "Celebes-Ko-
modo," "Holland" and "Borneo-
Flores-Bali."
The supervising is being done by

Jack Kemp; the English narration
by Milton Cross by special arrange-
ment with NBC; the Spanish narra-
tion by De Le Olivares; and the or-

iginal scripts are being written by
Tom Bret.

Sees Topical Angle

Desired by Public

By HARRY MICHALSON
RKO Radio Pictures Short Subjects

Sales Manager

HTHE war, because it has created

more newspaper readers than ever
before, and the double feature are
factors which have sharpened the
public's demand for strong shorts

and topical themes are more gen-
eral in the past.

News-minded fans and therefore

the exhibitors have come to expect
a news background or at least a
trend of the times in their shorts

program. It is difficult indeed for

the average fan to break away in

his screen fare from the headlines

and seasonal subject matter. That
newsreels have their largest audience
of all time is proof in part that the

fans are topically-minded.
Our March of Time two-reelers

are vibrant with today's events. The
Information Please series has regu-
larly featured headlining personali-

ties and pertinent facts of the era.

Our RKO Pathe Sportscopes are
tuned to the times in the world of

sports.



COMPLETING
THE PICTURE

DRAMATIC lighting and unusual cam-

era angles are only partly responsible

for the startling beauty of modern

screen productions. It takes Eastman

negative films to do full justice to

the cameraman's wizardry— to really

complete the picture. Eastman Kodak

Company, Rochester, N. Y.

J. E. BRULATOUR, INC., Distributors

Fort Lee Chicago Hollywood

PLIJS-X SCPER-XX
for general studio use when Utile tight is available

BACKGROIJND-X
for backgrounds and general exterior work

EASTMAN NEGATIVE FILMS
15 HXtrtr M H2
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NIVERSAL SELLING POLICIES, GOV'T AIM

\\\ Arms of Pa. Trade Fighting 16 mm. Menace
gulatory Legislation

I ty be Sought; General
( mmittee to Lead Fight

ittsburgh — The Pennsylvania
islature at its next session may
lasked to enact laws for the su-

asion of 16 mm. exhibition and
machine movies as a result of

liove launched here under the di-

ion of the AMPTO of Western
nsylvania.

L special meeting to consider the

eat to established theaters from
16 mm. competition and the coin-

rated projectors, held here on

(Continued on Page 3)

avana Conference

ten Helping Pix

3haracterizing the recent Pan-
lerican Conference in Havana as

great triumph," Peter Colli, War-
's' Central American supervisor
ose territory also embraces the
tilles plus Ecuador, Peru and
nezuela, declared yesterday that
larently few in U. S. film indus-
circles yet realize what the steps

:en at the conference mean to the
tion picture business.
I!olli, whose headquarters are in

(Continued on Parte 3)

squire 3 to 12 Months
d Fix Tele Standards

Engineers of leading television

npanies met yesterday to official-

launch the National Television
stems Committee which will at-
npt to establish standards to be

(Continued on Page 3)

\azis Said Faking
English Newsreels

London (By Cable)—Nazis are using
planes emblazoned with the Red Cross
as aerial newsreel studios to make fake
war films which are subsequently dis-
tributed as English newsreels, it is

charged by the Ministry of Home Defense.
Faked "English" pix have been sent
into the Balkans, South America and even
into the U. S.

Editorial

Eastman
. . . again leads

. By CHESTER B. BAHN

COR weeks, yes, for months, the industry,

' confronting one loss after the other

overseas, has been talking about the urgent

need for reduction in the cost of production.

Talking but actually doing little more

than that if surface conditions in Holly-

wood are to be accepted.

The general attitude—and that there are

some exceptions is quickly conceded—has

been to look to the other fellow to do

something. Very human, that, but unfor-

tunately it has not solved the problem in

the elapsing weeks.

THE necessary leadership, however, has

' now been found, and found, it is de-

serving of note, in the East rather than

the West. Eastman Kodak Company at

up-state Rochester on Monday stepped to

the fore by announcing a reduction in nega-

tive and positive costs that means an esti-

mated $2,500,000 saving in a year's time.

The decision to make that sacrifice in

(Continued on Page 2)

Kirsch Asks RKO to Single
Feature All 1940-41 Pix

Chicago—Allied board of directors
yesterday endorsed Prexy Jack
Kirsch's drive against double and
triple feature programs. The cam-
paign is continuing. The board also
went on record against percentage
films.

Kirsch last night wired Ned E.
Depinet, RKO v.-p. in charge of dis-

(Continued on Page 3)

D of J Would Like Non-Parties to Suit to Be Gov-
erned by Consent Decree Provisions; Discussions
In Advanced Stage; Williams Called to Washington

Non-parties to the Government equity suit will be invited to
join in on any consent decree and to agree to regulate their sell-

ing policies in conformance with provisions of the decree, reliable
Government sources indicated yes-
terday.

It is understood that both the Big
Five and the Government would ex-
tend this invitation to such companies
as Republic and Monogram in the
hope that selling practices would be-
come as nearly uniform as possible
throughout the industry.

Corrections by Legislation

Officials also stated that if the de-
cree proves satisfactory and work-
able after a probationary or trial

period, legislation would be pushed
through to bring under the terms of

the decree those companies which
refuse to become signatories. Such

(Continued on Page 6)

No Snap Decision

By WB on Consent

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warners will make no

snap decision on the proposed con-
sent decree designed to settle the
pending New York equity suit, it

was indicated here yesterday follow-
ing the arrival of Joseph Bernhard,
Warners theater chief, and Joseph
H. Hazen, Warner counsel, for con-
ferences with Prexy Harry M. War-
ner.

At the close of the first day's dis-

cussions last night, it was learned
authoritatively that Warner pro-
posed to examine the terms of the
proposed consent decree with the
utmost care, that its impact on all

phases of the company's business
would be weighed, and that no de-

(Continued on Page 3)

Report WB Circuit Signs
For Ross Checking

Pact calling for checking of War-
ner Bros. Theaters was reported yes-
terday to have been effected by the
circuit and the Ross Federal Service.

Prices Cut by Agfa Ansco
Reductions To Become Effective Today

Exhib. Arbitrators Rule
Against Calif. Exhib.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Los Angeles—In what is believed

to be the first film arbitration case
held in California without aid of a
trade or conciliation board, three
arbitrators, Al Galfton and Frank
Drew, exhibitors, and Norman New-
man of Columbia exchange, ruled

(Continued on Page 3)

Binghamton — Agfa Ansco last
night announced effective today, the
following price reductions on 35
mm. negative film: Superpan, Su-
preme ultra speed pan and finopan
from four cents per foot to 3%
cents per foot; Infra Red, from five

to 4% cents per foot; on positive
black and white nitrate, from $1 to

85 cents per hundred feet; black
and white safety, from $1.40 to $1.25
per hundred feet.

Speed Up Changes

In Decree Draft

Industry attorneys yesterday were
rushing the wordage changes in the

proposed consent decree in the hopes
of completing a draft by tomorrow.
While all the distributors involved

are not in accord on every phase
(Continued on Page 6)

RKO Board Takes No
Action on Div. on 6% Pref.

Directors of RKO Corp. at a meet-
ing yesterday considered the declara-

tion of a dividend on the Delaware
company's 6 per cent preferred and

(Continued on Page 3)

Sears Turns Star
Via "Wolf" Trailer

Grad Sears is now a screen star.

Warners' sales chief has made a special

trailer by which to address exhibs. at-

tending the company's trade showings
of "The Sea Hawk" in 37 exchange
centers next Monday. Reel subs for

a transcontinental telephone hookup or-

iginally plotted for Sears. Open forums
for exhibs. will follow each trade show-
ing.
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2V2%
Columbia Picts. pfd..

Con. Frri. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd..

East. Kodak
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc
do pfd
Paramount
Paramount 1st pfd.. . .

Paramount 2nd pfd...
Pathe Film
RKO New
20th Century-Fox .

20th Century-Fox pfd.

Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros

do pfd

3/4 3/4 3/4 + l/
8

71/2 7 7'/2 + S/8
122 120 122 + 21/4

170 170 170 + 41/2

9'/2
9i/

2 91/2

25 245/s 245/g — %

55/s

8

'

3

6'/4

5% 53/8 — '/8

8

2%
6V8

8 + 1/4

8 — Vs
3

6V8 — Vs

23/g 21/4 2%

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46 100'/2 IOOV2 lOOVi + Vi
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46. 102y2 1023/8 1023/8 — i/

8

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 10 10
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc... 4 4
Universal Picts

10

"Military Academy" in Globe
Columbia's "Military Academy'

goes in the Globe Sunday.

Position Wanted

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
6 years motion picture experience

—

college background — capable —
attractive.

Box 1904 THE FILM DAILY
1501 B'way New York City

Eastman
. . . again leads

(Continued from Page 1)

profits despite its own losses in foreign

;evenues from factories serving the indus-

try in important foreign markets results

from Eastman's appreciation of the indus-

try's plight and the accompanying realiza-

tion that action is imperative.

LjOLLYWOOD'S acknowledgment of this

' ' latest example of Eastman's splendid

co-operation, instanced by the praise voiced

on the Coast by Unlversal's Cliff Work
William Koenig of Twentieth Century-Fox
and other studio executives, has been

prompt. Work termed it "a creditable

precedent," and it is to be earnestly hoped
that it indeed is the forerunner of similar

and kindred co-operative moves.

Incidentally, and this point will stand

stressing, it is not the forces of production

alone that are indebted to Eastman Kodak
for the generous concession. The reduc-

tion in the price of positive will help dis-

tribution, while the benefits accruing to

both production and distribution must re-

bound in the specific direction of the ex-

hibitor.

"U" Sets First 10 Pix
For Season of 1940-41

Universale seasonal lead-off pix in

September will be "Argentine
Nights," set for the 6th. Release
dates for nine other features were
announced yesterday, as follows:
"Hired Wife," Sept. 13; "The

Leather Pushers," 13; "The Mum-
my's Hand," 20; "Ragtime Cowboy
Joe," 20; "Spring Parade," 27; "Dia-
mond Frontier," Oct. 4; "Seven Sin-
ners" (tentative title), 11; "Slightly
Tempted," 18, and "A Little Bit of

Heaven," 25.

ATP in 5-Year Deal
With New Canadian Co.

London (By Air Mail)—Associated
Talking Pictures has closed a five-

vear deal with a new Canadian com-
pany, Esquire Films, Ltd., by which
the latter will distribute in Canada
ATP, Ealing Studios and Michael
Balcon product. A. J. Laurie is

president of Esauire which has its

headquarters in Toronto.

First allotment of films to the
Canadian firm comprises 15 features.
Physical distribution for Esquire
Films will be handled by Empire-
Universal Films.

Advertising Accessories
In Film Alliance Deal

Film Alliance of the U. S. has com-
pleted a deal with Advertising Ac-
cessories, Inc., whereby the Na-
tional Screen Service subsidiary will

handle sales and distribution of all

accessories and press books. As
part of the deal, Film Alliance will

furnish exhibitors with a more elab-
orate press book for each of its 25
features for the new season.

DAILY

Thursday, August- 1, 194

11.Test Engagements
Set for "Boom Town"

"Boom Town" will start test en-

gagements in 11 cities on Aug. 8-9,

M-G-M announced yesterday. List

of pre-release showings at higher
admissions follows:
Aug. 8: Apollo, Atlantic City; Or-

pheum, Tulsa; State and Chinese,
Los Angeles, day-and-date; Loew's,
Harrisburg; Loew's, Reading; May-
fair, Asbury Park; Aug. 9: State,

New Orleans; Palace, Indianapolis;
Capitol, Cincinnati; Palace, Lake
Placid; and Rialto, Glens Falls,

where the regular showing will be
preceded by a midnight premiere on
Aug. 8.

McCarthy and Bush Off

For Confabs with Zanuck

Charles E. McCarthy, director of

publicity and advertising for 20th
Century-Fox, left last night by plane
for the Coast to discuss the cam-
paign for "Brigham Young" with
Darryl Zanuck. He was accompanied
by Rodney Bush.
"Brigham Young" is scheduled to

have its world premiere in Salt Lake
City on Aug. 16 at advanced prices.

National release date is Sept. 15.

Extensive campaign on this high
budgeted picture is being prepared.

"Syracuse" Opens Big
At Broadway Paramount

"Boys From Syracuse" opened to

heavy business yesterday at the
Paramount, Broadway, where 7,500
persons entered the theater by 1

o'clock. Holdover business also was
reported in Syracuse, Portland, Ore.,

and San Francisco. Universal pre-
dicts the Jules Levey picture will

be one of its biggest grossers of
the season. Picture is slated to open
in about 100 cities within the next
two weeks.

Thursday Openings
Generally In Detroit

Detroit—General shift from Fri-
day to Thursday openings is likely

for the city, following move by
United Detroit Theaters to shift sec-
ond and key run houses on this basis.

Affected are the Cinderella, Fisher,
Riviera, Broadway-Capitol, which
shift today; the Annex, Ramona,
Regent, Varsity and Vogue, which
change next week. UDT's move is

likely to be generally followed by
other exhibitors.

Truckers' Strike Ends
Vaude at Detroit Fox

Detroit—The Fox Theater is drop-
ping stage shows and returning to
straight pictures tomorrow, as a re-
sult of the local truckers' strike
which threatens difficulties in lug-
gage transfers.

30-60 for Chi. Palace
Chicago—RKO Palace, reopening

today with a double feature policy,
is scaled at 30-60 cents.

——==
COminG and Gome

CHARLES E. MCCARTHY and RODNEY Bl
left last night for the Coast.

HAL HORNE planed to Hollywood yesterd

LYNN FARNOL goes to the Coast Sunday.

MAX FLEISCHER is in Vermont and will

turn to Miami this week-end.

ROCER FERRI returns today from a tour

e country
Kent Drive.

the country in connection with 20th-

PAT CASEY has arrived here from the Co;

MONROE CREENTHAL is due back to

from Dallas and expects to leave for the Co
at the end of the week.

M. A. LEVY, district manager for 20th-
in Minneapolis, arrives here today.

WALTER BRANSON, Midwestern district m
ager of RKO Radio has returned to Chica
after a 10-day business trip in New York.

ALBERT SHULMAN of the Rivoli Thea
Hartford, Conn., is vacationing in Washingto

New Advertising Service
Established by Warners

Warners in the future will p:

cede the dispatch of its compli
press books with special advai
sheets of both ads and scene sti!

to be sent to all branches, field ir

and theater ad men. New plan v

permit theaters to start their ca

paigns within 24 to 48 hours of p:,

duction of engravings and mats he

Harrisburg Will Vote
Again on Sunday Pix

Harrisburg, Pa.—Sunday movie
sue will be fought out at the pc.

here in November. Theaters he

formed a committee headed by
Floyd Hopkins, of Wilmer & V
cent, to direct circulation of ref

endum petitions. Sufficient sign'

are expected within the week. Si

day pix were voted down here
1935, 19,710-9,120.

Raymond Griffith Quits 20-Fox

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAI

Hollywood—Raymond Griffith, i

sociate producer at 20th Centui
Fox for the past five years has
signed, effective Aug. 3.

Bioff To Serve Out Term
Chicago—William Bioff 's coun

|

will make no further effort to f:

him. With good behavior, Bioff v

be released Sept. 20.

GETTING A SIGNED f
RECEIPT IS A

STANDING RULE OF

Toston
Telegraph
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED II

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE BILL
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. Pix Industry

tints 16 mm. Peril

: from Page 1)

sday, attracted more than 300,

arms of the trade being repre-

ed.

he assembly elected the following

mittee to lead the attack:

A. Rosenberg-

,
president of the

PTO of Western Pennsylvania,
irman; L. J. Katz, International

iresentative of the IATSE, rep-

enting labor; Art Marrone, of the

>erior Motion Picture Supply Co.,

resenting equipment; Guy V. Ida,

resenting unaffiliated theater

iers; C. J. Latta, of Warner Bros.

puit, representing distributor-

led theaters; James A. Balmer,
he Harris Amusement Co., repre-

ting independent chain theater

rators; Ira H. Cohn, branch man-
r for 20th Century-Fox, repre-

ting distributors,

''he committee will meet at an
ly date to formulate definite plans

combat the fast-growing menace
(the territory. The proposal to

< legislative relief is finding wide

i port.

10 Board Takes No
:tion on Div. on 6% Pref.

(Continued from Page 1)

ermined to take no action. As of

y 31, the dividends accumulated
I unpaid on the issue were $3 per
re.

Vestinghouse yesterday declared
idends of $1 on both its preferred

I common, payable Aug. 30 to

ckholders of record Aug. 13. Last
imon divvy had been 87% cents
-iMay 29.

irnol Ends Training;

aving for Hollywood

^ynn Farnol, director of advertis-
and publicity for United Artists,

Is his four-week encampment at

ttsburgh tomorrow and leaves
iday for Hollywood where he will

ifer with Murray Silverstone and
arles Chaplin regarding the cam-
gn on the latter's picture, "The
eat Dictator."

omberg Takes Davidson
ght to Appeals Court

Motice of appeal to the Circuit
urt of Appeals was filed yester-

y by Harry G. Fromberg as trus-
• of Grand National Pictures, Inc.,

m the denial of his motion to up-
the designation of James A.

jividson as trustee of Educational
^:tures. Davidson's appointment

5 attacked on the ground that he
s not duly elected but the Dis-
t Court upheld his appointment.

jwsreels to Aid Manhunt
ewsreels will use clips to aid the

mhunt for the World's Fair bomb-
;;. Police Commissioner Valentine
sed for the reels' cameramen yes-
day.

ALCNG THE

with PHIL A4. DALYi
T T

• • • THAT Opportunity knocks when least expected is re-

demonstrated via the story Judy Canova told this corner on Tues-

day p.m. at the cocktail reception tendered to her by Republic

Quite a iew months ago she was present at a dinner given by

the company to Gene Autry in the local Village Barn

The accommodating La Canova sang a coupla songs ior her fellow-guests

—which unusual warblings so impressed the Republic solons

that they quite promptly signed her for the lead in her now-new

opus. "Scatterbrain" This feature and her work in it are so

solidly entertaining that La Canova will doubtless be trekking again

to the Rspublic lot

T V
• 6 • STUFF: About as surprising as the sunrise is

the announcement from Washington that the RKO Keith Theater

there is holding "The Ramparts We Watch" for a second week
Annabella (Mrs. Tyrone Power) who recently underwent

an operation in local Mt. Sinai Hospital will leave there Saturday,

spend a iew days with friends on Long Island, and then head for

Hollywood Sid (Warner) Rechetnik's cigarette-dispensing

contraption is so weirdly ingenious that it might have been de-

signed by Boris Karloff and Bela Lugosi Frank Capra, Lynn

Fontanne, Charles Chaplin and Walter Huston are 'mong the

"greats" chosen for the Wall of Honor at the American Common
of the N. Y. World's Fair While there are a helluva lot of

banners hanging o'er the Criterion, the important thing is that

the house is havin' a banner week with the Disney Festival

T T T
• • • THAT ingenious screen vehicle "South of Pago Pago"

went East yes'day afternoon for a bit o' spotlighting via a

lively party which UA staged for the Press et al in the soon-to-open

Pago Pago Club at 139 East 55th St Two orks furnished the dance

music and 'mong the attending notables were Arthur W. Kelly,

Stephen Pallos. Manuel J. (British producer) Wilson. Col. Juan Leguia (son

of the former President of Peru) Mr. and Mrs. James Vail Converse,

and George (Romeo) Lowther and Eileen (Juliet) Herrick A happy

omen that the current heat wave is finally broken was a delega-

tion from Chile

No Snap Decision by WB
On Consent Decree

(Continued from Page I)

cision might be reached for a week
or so.

Warners is reported especially in-

terested in Section 6 which covers

the remedy for discrimination
against independently operated the-

aters.

Kirsch Asks RKO to Single

Feature All 1940-41 Pix

(Continued from Page 1)

tribution that both last season's and
the new season's RKO film contracts
contain a clause that RKO has the
right to designate five films which
could be single featured by exhibi-

tors. The telegram asks that RKO
designate the entire new season's
product to be single featured.

Reguire 3 to 12 Months
To Fix Tele Standards

(Continued from Page 1)

presented to the FCC. Initial meet-
ing was held at the Hotel Roosevelt
and was attended by more than 30

leading television engineers with

Dr. W. R. G. Baker of General Elec-

tric Co. serving as chairman. FCC
'hairman James L. Fly and Chief
Engineer E. K. Jett both promised
full co-operation to the committee
which will operate under the aus-

pices of the Radio Manufacturers
Association.
Engineers predicted that from

three months to a year will be re-

quired before an agreement can be

reached on standards. Next meeting
of the committee will be held before
the middle of September.

New Dennis Catalog
Wabash, Ind.—The Dennis Film

Service is preparing a new film cata-

log for early mailing.

Havana Conference

Seen Helping Pix

(Continued from Page 1)

Havana, asserted that shortly before
his departure from that city last

week for New York he had talked
with a number of delegates attend-
ing the conference, and that it was
clear in their minds that the future
well-being of inter-American film

commerce was at stake, along with
many other commodities, in the Ha-
vana deliberations presided over by
Secretary of State Cordell Hull.
The "high co-operation" manifest-

ed by the representatives of the vari-

ous Pan-American republics ac-

counts, Colli said, for the construc-
tive program adopted in principle,

and that this program will prove to

be the salvation of U. S. film trade
in the Pan-American field generally,
since it is aimed at economic stabili-

zation, healthy exchange, and the
setting up of an import-export bank.
Had these factors not been taken
into corrective account, serious losses
would inevitably set in for U. S.

distributors as well as film interests
native to the field.

Exhib. Arbitrators Rule
Against Calif. Exhib.

(Continued from Page 1)

that Lewis Goldstein operating the
Capitol Theater, Los Angeles, would
have to play all unplayed product
from 20 Century-Fox that he booked
for the 1939-40 season.

Goldstein had contended that his

theater was no longer a 15-cent house
as it is now charging 10 cents and
that he was entitled to an adjust-
ment of his contract. The award was
confirmed in Superior Court Tues-
day. Attorney Herbert T. Silver-
berg represented 20th Century-Fox.

Walt Disney's "Fantasia'
For Release in October?

Hal Home, vice-president and east-

ern representative for Walt Disney
Enterprises, left yesterday for the
Coast to confer on release dates for
forthcoming product. Present plans
call for the release of "Fan-
tasia" in October and a definite

date is expected to result from the
parleys. Other feature cartoons in

various stages of preparation are
"Bambi," "Peter Pan" and one in

which Robert Benchley is to appear.

WEDDING BELLS

Albany — Harry King, assistant
manager of the Madison Theater, is

to be married Aug. 18 to Regina
Kolzlowski in the parish house of

St. George's Church.

John Wolfberg, Loew-Poli man-
ager, Springfield, recently trans-
ferred from Kansas City, married
Margaret Tatten, of Kansas City
last week.
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As great as its Stars! Never before! Perhaps never

again will Hollywood place four headline screen favor-

ites in one production so thrilling and spectacular it

towers over many of the industry's famed Road-shows!
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Universal Selling

Policies, U. S. Aim
(Continued from Page 1)

legislation is expected not only to
make industry selling practices uni-
versal but also to rectify any abuses
or omissions which a probationary
period might reveal.

There is an understanding that a
completed decree will be submitted
to the Little Three with the hope that
these companies, after inspecting it,

would consent to change their selling
practices to conform with its provi-
sions. So far, the Little Three have
remained adamant in their refusal
to participate in any manner.

Williams to Washington

Special Assistant Attorney Gener-
al Paul Williams is leaving today
fcr Washington and will not return
for several weeks. Discussions have
now reached an advanced stage and
the major part of the task ahead is

to draft the decree in its final lang-
uage.

Special Assistant Attorney Gen-
erals Robert Sher and A. H. Feller,

members of the consent decree divi-

sion, will do the actual drafting with
the possible collaboration of a com-
mittee on style appointed from at-

torneys for the defendants. Some
discussions still must be held on sec-

tions 1, 3 and 6 which Government
spokesmen yesterday termed the only
remaining possible stumbling blocks.

A meeting was held yesterday at
the board of directors' room of 20th
Century-Fox and another conference
will be held there today. Shift from
the Bar Association building was ex-
plained by the fact that the 20th-Fox
building- is air-conditioned.

D of J Expects Consent
Decree Draft Tomorrow
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Justice Department

insiders reported last night that
"general principle draft" of the pros-
pective consent decree setup will be
due here in the department from
New York tomorrow.
"A lot of drafting" is predicted

before the final decree setup is ex-

pected in a couple of weeks. When
the exposition of the escape clause
proposal was read to Abraham H.
Feller, chief of the consent decree
division, last night he said it had
not been received at the Department
as yet, but would undoubtedly form
a part of the general principle draft
due tomorrow. After considerable
drafting work it is expected the basis

of this statement of principle will

then be laid before the Attorney
general and Thurman W. Arnold and
their ranking associates.

It was further learned at the De-

$1,800 Promotion
New Haven—Poli houses in Worcester,

Springfield and New Haven will give

away $1,800 in jewelry and watches in

bathing beauty contests now running.

All the prizes were promoted.

REVIEWS Of fieUJ FILmS toed Up Changes]

In Decree Draft"Pastor Hall"
with Nova Pilbeam, Sir Seymour Hicks,

Wilfrid Lawson
UA-James Roosevelt 97 Mins.

GRIPPING AND COMPELLING MELO-
DRAMA IS OUTSTANDING PICTURE.

Here is the most powerful anti-Nazi film

thus far produced. It does not resort to

dramatics, but is gripping from the start

and its final scenes are moving and com-
pelling. It is based on an unproduced
play by the late German playwright, Ernest

Toller, and tells the story of a minister in

a small German town, who will not com-
promise with his beliefs and single-hand-

edly fights against the Hitler regime, al-

though he is thrown into a concentration

camp and flogged and beaten.

Wilfrid Lawson plays the title role and
gives a moving portrayal. Nova Pilbeam,

as his daughter, and Sir Seymour Hicks, as

an old German general and staunch friend

of Lawson, do splendid work. The entire

cast is excellent, and the direction by Roy
Boulting first-rate. To John Boulting goes

credit as the producer. Leslie Arliss, Anna
Re'ner and Haworth Bromley fashioned the

screenplay.

The advent of Nazi rule brings many
drastic changes to Lawson's quiet, peace-
ful community. Many of their old friends,

swayed by Nazi propaganda, turn from Law-
son and his daughter, Nova. Lina Barrie,

Neva's childhood friend, is imbued with

the new ideas, and with much enthusiasm,

leaves for a labor camp. In a few months,

she returns, heart-broken and disillusioned.

She has been betrayed by a soldier and
is to become a mother. Lawson inter-

cedes for her, but his efforts are fruitless,

as the soldier is related to a high official

and is protected by the Nazis.

Afraid to face the taunts of her towns-

people, the girl commits suicide. Lawson
continues his fight against the new system

and is thrown into a concentration camp.
He is ruthlessly beaten, but a camp officer,

a friend from Lawson's town, who cannot
stand to see him beaten, engineers his

escape. Still unafraid, Lawson goes to his old

church, there to tell his former parishioners

that wickedness and cruelty cannot survive.

Outside storm troopers wait to shoot him
down.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt narrates a

special foreword prepared by Robert E.

Sherwood.

CAST: Nova Pilbeam, Sir Seymour Hicks,

Wilfrid Lawson, Marius Goring, Brian

Worth, Percy Walsh, Lina Barrie, Eliot

Makeham, Edmund Willard, Hay Petrie,

Bernard Miles.

CREDITS: Producer, John Boulting; Di-

rector, Roy Boulting; Author, Ernest Toller;

Screenplay, Leslie Arliss, Anna Reiner, Ha-
worth Bromley; Cameraman, Mutz Green-
baum; Musical Director, Charles Brill;

Original Music, Charles Brill, Mack Adams.

DIRECTION, First-rate. PHOTOGRA-
PHY, Good.

partment that Arnold himself has
not been in touch directly with the
film case in the past 10 days and it

was stated that he has not talked
movies with anyone in the past week.
Arnold and a number of his asso-
ciates have been tied up on the oil

case and the national defense com-
mission.

"Charlie Chan at the

Wax Museum"
with Sidney Toler, Sen Yung, C. Henry

Gordon

20th-Fox 63 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)
RICH IN SUSPENSE ASD DRAMATIC

SITUATIONS, RATES AS THE BEST OF
ITS KIND.
Another in the series of the Sidney Toler,

"Chan" films, this picture has all the

suspense and dramatic situations fans of

this type of film seem to love. Asso-

ciate Producers Walter Morosco and Ralph

Dietrich, and director Lynn Shores, have

collaborated well.

Shores, new to the Chinese whodunits,

has bettered anything his predecessors on

this series have turned out. His direction

is rewarded with a "class" touch to the

film that the earlier pictures never achieved.

Exhibitors will label this the best of its

kind.

"Charlie Chan" is tricked into making
an appearance on a radio broadcast emanat-
ing from a museum of wax figures of fam-

ous criminals. He is to solve a crime

which happened years before. Unknown
to the guest, Chan is to be electrocuted

as he sits in his chair, but at the last

minute he changes places with Michael

Visaroff, playing another crime expert.

Visaroff is murdered, not by the electricity,

but by a poison dart blown at him by one

of the people in a locked room.

Knowing there is a murderer among
them, the occupants of the museum, un-

able to leave to call the police, because the

one to leave might be the murderer, spend

several uncomfortable hours while Toler

solves the crime and brings the murderer
out into the open. There is enough com-
edy in the picture to make it not too

gruesome.

All of the cast, including Joan Valerie,

Sen Yung, C. Henry Gordon, Mark Law-
rence, Marguerite Chapman and Ted Os-
borne, play their parts well. Their efforts

to cast suspicion upon themselves are so

adequate that you will not guess until the

last few minutes who the killer really is.

Sets by Art Directors Richard Day and
Lewis Creber are exceptionally good.

Camera work by Virgil Miller is excellent.

CAST: Sidney Toler, Sen Yung, C. Henry
Gordon, Marc Lawrence, Joan Valerie, Mar-
guerite Chapman, Ted Osborne, Michael
Visaroff, Hilda Vaughn, Charles Wagen-
heim, Archie Twitchell, Edward Marr, Joe
King, Harold Goodwin.
CREDITS: Associate Producers, Walter

Morosco and Ralph Dietrich; Director,

Lynn Shores; Based on character by Earl

Derr Biggers; Original Screenplay, John
Larkin; Cameraman, Virgil Miller; Art Di-

rectors, Richard Day and Lewis Creber;
Editor, Emil Newman.

DIRECTION, Expert. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Excellent.

Tarkington Novel for WB
Hollywood—Warner Bros, has as-

signed Charles Tedford to adapt
Booth Tarkington's novel, "The Mag-
nificent Ambersons," to the screen.

Millcmd Replaces Douglas
Hollywood — Para, has assigned

Ray Milland to "Skylark" with
Claudette Colbert, replacing Melvyn
Douglas.

(Continued from Page 1)

of the proposals, efforts are b

made to present a plan which
be acceptable generally. On
other hand, it was said yesterda;
a spokesman that the compl
draft probably won't be 100
cent satisfactory to any of the c

panies, even though they may
cept it.

Paramount's attitude was
changed yesterday, but there v,

indications that the company
j

agree to a decree provided cer

changes were made in the q
pleted document. Reports that i

Century-Fox, M-G-M and RKO v

willing to agree to a consent dc
were said yesterday to be unfoun
although those three companies i

pear to be more favorable t

Paramount.

Third Republic Regiona
Held at Home Office Tod

Republics third regional conven j

of 1940, which will be a one-day
]

sion devoted to reviewing sales I

suits of the past several months 1

formulating action for the rj

quarter, opens at the home office]

10 a.m. today, with President Jai

R. Grainger presiding.
Two company features, "Earl

|

Puddlestone," the latest Hig|
j

Family production, and "Sing, Dai J

Plenty Hot," will be screened in

evening for delegates.
Latter will comprise branch ih

j

agers Arthur Newman, Albany; m
Seplowin, Detroit; Jack Belln

,

Buffalo; M. E. Morey, Boston; £l

Seletsky, New Haven; Morris
stein, New York; Max Gillis, Ph

,

delphia; Sam Flax, Washington fi

chise holder; J. H. Alexander, Pi

burgh franchise holder; Nat Lefi

Ohio franchise holder; George Ki
and Sam Gorrell, branch manag
respectively of Cincinnati and Ck
land for Lefton.
Other pending regionals are

Chicago, Aug. 8, and Memphis, A'

15, meetings, set for the Drake H(
in the former city and the Hotel P
body in the latter. There will £

be a regional at the Coast stuc:

of the company, but no date has
been fixed.

Muni for "Hudsori's Bay Co.'

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DA ,

Hollywood — Twentieth Centu
Fox has signed Paul Muni for
star role in "Hudson's Bay Cc

pany." Irving Pichel will din

Production starts on Aug. 12.

What's in a Title
Grand Rapids, Mich.—Eastown Theatei

j

was showing "The Light That Failed"

when a severe storm hit the city and

the lights did actually that. Manager
Oscar Varneau and his staff had to as-

sist patrons from the theater by means
of flashlights.
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OVERNMENT SEES DECREE SIGNED BY SEPT. 1

igher Earnings In Fourth Quarter Are Forecast
ret Production Costs

I Attendance Increase
ected to Aid Films

'moderate gain" in film compa-
net income in the fourth quar-
forecast by Standard Trade &

ities in its current survey of

!ilm and amusement industries,

shed yesterday.
rease is predicated on lower
•.ction costs and the expected
r domestic theater attendance
receipts, it is stated. Third
er profits, however, are ex-

d to be seasonally depressed
:o reflect, as well, the loss of

;h and other foreign business.
3 Survey sees settlement of the

(Continued on Page 4)

(ton's Closings

iw Drop of 50%
ston—Despite estimates that

ess in the Boston area is at
25 per cent below of that of

mmmer, theater closings are 50
ent fewer.
Boston proper, the Fine Arts,
Howard, and Exeter St. are
d as usual but air conditioning
?ld largely responsible for the

(Continued on Page 5)

ate Commerce Com.
I imons David Sarnoff

I ngton Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
I ishington—Hearings on the re-
I nation of Col. Thad P. Brown
I ZC commissioner broadened con-

| ably yesterday when the Sen-
Interstate Commerce Commit-

(Continucd on Page 5)

no-Hour Pix Show
In Grill; JVo Charge

Syracuse, N. Y.—McCarthy's Crill, on
e fringe of the S. Salina St. business
:tion, is now offering a two-hour film
ow twice nightly. No admission charge
just buy a drink occasionally, is all

at's expected. Grill, seating 225,
irted showing 16 mm. pix about a
ar ago, using old silents. Longer bills
e still in 16 mm. but embrace talkies,
d are drawing crowds.

*

Selznick to Protest to UA on Use of Pix
on Detroit multiple Bills, Asserts O'Shea

Detroit—Absence of David 0. Selznick prevented a personal reply to the letter

of protest written by Alex Schreiber of Associated Theaters, pointing out that Selznick
pictures had been booked on combination bills with as many as five features at the
Times Square Theater here.

Dan O'Shca, vice-president of Selznick International, wrote Schreiber in his stead,

saying that:

"I know he (Selznick) will deplore a situation which permits of the inclusion of

a picture of which he has been as proud as he is of 'Rebecca' in a bill with four or

five other features. In his absence, I will register our protest to the proper officers

of the United Artists Corp."

Cuba to Abandon

lis "Neely Act"!

Conviction is growing in Cuban
trade circles that the recent Govern-
ment decree on film trade practices

appears headed for abandonment, ac-

cording to Peter Colli, Warners' Cen-
tral American supervisor for Central
America, the West Indies and a por-
tion of South America.

Colli, who is currently in New
York for home office conferences,
describes the decree as similar to the

pending Neely bill, and said that the

(Continued on Page 5)

Defense Geta Added Time
For Griffith Suit Answers

Earnings of Para.

In Sharp Advances

Paramount estimates its earnings
for the second quarter ended June
29, at $1,478,000 after interest and
all charges, including additional for-

eign and Federal taxes from Jan. 1,

the latter on account of new rates
under the 1940 Revenue Act.

This includes $323,000 represent-
ing Paramount's interest in the
combined undistributed earnings of

partially owned non-consolidated
subsidiaries and $58,000 profit on

(Continued on Page S)

20th-Fox Negotiating
Warner Circuit Deal

Oklahoma City—Time in which
objections to or answers to Govern-
ment interrogatories in the U. S.-

Griffith Amusement Company anti-

trust suit has been extended by Fed-
eral Judge Edgar S. Vaught, to

Sept. 15 on the defendants' applica-
tion.

Twentieth Century-Fox is actively
negotiating a series of national cir-

cuit deals, including Warners, as
well as indie circuit commitments
for 1940-41.

Several important circuit contracts
have already been closed and con-

(Continued on Page 5)

Sunday Pix Issue in Philly
Lord's Day Alliance Wants Another Vote

Mass Arkansas Premieres
For RKO Lum & Abner Pix

With Lum & Abner making per-
sonal appearances, RKO next month
is launching a series of premieres
for "Dreaming Out Loud" through-
out the state of Arkansas. Holidays
in several cities will be declared
when the picture, starring the na-

(Continued on Page 4)

Philadelphia—The Sunday movie
issue was brought out into the open
again here when the Rev. W. B. For-
ney, foe of an open Sunday and
secretary of the Lord's Day Alliance,
announced that he is seeking signa-
tures to place an anti-Sunday movie
referendum before local voters at
the November elections.

Localites voted two-to-one in 1935
for an open Sunday but the law al-

(Continued on Page 4)

Arbitration Important
Point in Yesterday's
Equity Suit Conferences

Government conferences con-
tinued yesterday with respect
to a consent decree in the
D of J's equity action against the
majors, with the question of what
exhibitors would be entitled to arbi-
tration as one of the important points
considered.

Counsel for the defendants con-
tinued their vigorous fight against
the possibility that the arbitration
doors would be swung open to all

exhibitors in accordance with the
Government's desires.

It was pointed out to the Govern-
ment that many theaters were
erected by speculating interests with-

(Continued on Page 5)

Ginsberg Elected

Para. Vice-Prexy

Henry Ginsberg, Paramount's gen-
eral manager of studio operations,
yesterday was elected vice-president
of Paramount Pictures at a board
meeting here.

Ginsberg, who joined Paramount
last February as assistant to Y.
Frank Freeman at the Coast stu-

dios, succeeds George L. Bagnall
who recently resigned.

Poor Pari-Mutuel Draw
Heartens State Exhibs.

Saratoga—Exhibs, many of whom
bet the races here but nearly all of

whom opposed pari-mutuel betting at
(Continued on Page 5)

Anyway, That's the
Toronto Explanation
Toronto—Despite weather that made

people swelter with the heat, some of
the restaurant proprietors with busi-
nesses located near the larger nabe the-
aters wondered why there were no calls

for ice cream and iced drinks and the
calls w"?re, instead, for hot chocolate
and hot tea and coffee. The puzzle was
solved when they remembered people
were coming out of the air-cooled the-
aters so chilled they had to have some-
thing to warm them up.
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FINANCIAL
(Thursday, Aug. 1)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat 7 7 7 — Vi
Col. Picts. vtc.((2y2%) 5 4% 5 — Vs
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 1243/4 122 Uty* + 2%
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 25 243/4 247/8 + Vl
do pfd
Paramount 5% 5Vi 5Vi + Vs
Paramount 1st pfd... 71% 71% 71% + 2%
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 8'/8 8 8

Pathe Film 7% 7 3A 7% — Vt
RKO New 3 2% 3

20th Century-Fox
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd 82 82 82+4
Warner Bros 2% 2% 2%
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/2 s46. 102% 1023/8 102%
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3%s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1%
Technicolor 9%
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

1 Vz 1 Vz — Vs
93/4 9% — ya

Brooklyn Paramount
Tax Refund Ordered

The Allied Owners' Corp., owner
of the Brooklyn Paramount The-
ater, won from Justice Frank E.

Johnson in Supreme Court, Brook-
lyn, an order directing the city to

pay it a tax refund of $17,656, plus

interest. Justice Johnson, rapping
the "red tape and official lethargy"
of "gentlemen in high office," also

assessed $50 in costs upon the city.

Detroit V. C. Tag Day
Drive Goal Is $50,000

Detroit—Detroit Variety Club has
set Oct. 15 as the second annual Tag
Day for the School Children's Food
and Clothing Fund. Goal is $50,000,
$15,000 more than last year, accord-
ing to Chairman Edgar Kirchner of
the Family Theater.

Charles C. Perry is functioning as
chairman of the present preliminary
drive for operating funds. Commit-
tees appointed by Perry follow, with
the chairman the first named individ-
ual in each case:
Wade Allen, Nat Haase, and Edward Heiber;

Max Blumenthal, Irving Belinsky, and Frank
J. Downey; Bob Fisher, J. Oliver Brooks, and
Ben Cohen; Phil Kaplan, Mac Krim, and
Joseph G. Portel; William Hu,rlbut, Carl R.
Buermele, and Thomas Ealand; Thomas Mc-
Guire, Jack Dickstein, and Sol Berns; Frank
Wetsman, Moe Dudelson, and Jack Hurford;
Lew Wisper, Sol Krim, and Charles A. Komer;
Arthur Robinson, Jack Goldhar, and James
Sharkey; Barney Kilbride, Adolph Goldberg,
and Irving Goldberg; Sam Seplowin, William
Flemion, and Jack Haley; Charles Snyder,
Jack Susami, and Irwin Pollard; Frank Wag-
ner, Claire Townsend, and Carl Shalit; Edgar
Kirchner, non-resident members; William Carl-
son, Alex Schreiber, and Harold C. Robin-
son, associate members; Harold C. Robinson,
John Howard, Charles G. Perry, William
Carlson, Lew Wisper, and Frank Wetsman,
Mop-Up Squad.

Pool of 2,000 Technicians
New British Proposal
London (By Air Mail)—"Action

Council" of British producers is

seeking from the Ministry of La-
bor an improved arrangement for
reserving technicians for the film

industry.
The scheme involves the pooling

of 2,000 technicians—a reserve of

skilled studio operatives—upon which
all members may draw as produc-
tion needs arise. The number of

2,000, it is felt, is sufficient to main-
tain continuity of production. At
present certain technical grades only
appear on the schedule of reserved
occupations, but these concessions
are held insufficient and not fluid

enough to guarantee the studios
against shortage of key personnel.

Special "Ziegfeld Girl"

Assignment for Sobel

Bernard Sobel has been assigned
to handle special promotion )for

M-G-M's "The Ziegfeld Girl." So-
bel, a member of the M-G-M pub-
licity department, was press repre-
sentative for Florenz Ziegfeld. Ray
Bell is being transferred from the
Loew Washington office to take over
routine newspaper contacts in New
York. Gertrude Gelbin, formerly
editor of Loew's Weekly, will join

M-G-M's fan magazine staff on
Aug. 5.

Matinee Policy Extended
By United Detroit Circuit

Detroit—Matinee policy, adopted
experimentally for one or two mid-
week days by United Detroit Circuit
at the Vogue and Varsity Theaters,
is being extended by the circuit to
the Alger, Norwest, and Rosedale,
sub-key houses. Move is being
watched closely by other exhibitors.

Metro Assigns Field Reps.
For 'Boom Town' Campaign

Addition of three more "Boom
Town" pre-release engagements yes-

terday brings the total bookings to

14 in as many cities. New book-

ings are in the Kentucky, Lexing-

ton; Community, Saratoga, and the

Criterion, Oklahoma City.

Meanwhile, field representatives to

handle the picture were announced
by William Ferguson, exploitation

manager. The force includes James
Ashcraft, Atlantic City, Harrisburg
and Reading; Todd Ferguson, New
Orleans E. B. Coleman, Oklahoma
City and Tulsa; Harold Marshall,
Indianapolis; J. E. Watson, Lex-
ington and Cincinnati; Jack Walsh,
Saratoga, Lake Placid and Glens
Falls; Elliott Foreman, Asbury
Park; and James Schiller, who will

work with studio representatives in

Los Angeles.

N. E. Exhibs. Meet Tuesday
To Hear Allied Survey Plan

Boston—Arthur K. Howard, Inde-

pendent Exhibitors' executive secre-

tary and member of Allied's na-
tional product survey committee,
will extend Allied States Assn's
product information plan to New
England with a meeting of local

indies at the Hotel Statler at 1:45

p.m. Tuesday.
Howard has also announced that

the local organization must take a

definite stand at that time on what
he calls "Allied theater and Hays
organization efforts to obtain Con-
gressional action on the proposition

of amending present admission tax
provisions so that a 10 per cent
levy will be extended on all theater
tickets beginning from the first

cent."

Teddington Studios Buying
Stories for Future Prod'n

London (By Air Mail)—Max Mil-
der, in charge of Warner Bros.'

British production program, states
that the production department has
been busy, since completing "Fing-
ers" six weeks ago, in buying sto-

ries and planning the new season's
program at the Teddington studios.

RKO Suit vs. J, L & S
For $6,900 Rentals Filed

Chicago—J. H. Kahne, attorney
for the Chicago Orpheum Co., v Pal-
ace Theater operators is preparing
a suit against J, L & S circuit for
$6,900 theater rental due on a deal
that gave J, L & S circuit first-run
RKO films during the 10 weeks the
Palace was closed.

Vaude Back in Two Brandt
Theaters Starting Sept. 9

Brandt circuit will resume vaude-
ville in the Flatbush and Windsor
Theaters on Sept. 9. Attempts to
popularize stage shows in other
Brandt houses last season were un-
successful.

COfninC and GOII

HERMAN WOBBER is in Salt Lake (J
will leave for Hollywood today.

JACK MITCHELL, member of the
Board of Review's New York press
department and film commentator on:
WBNX, has left for a month's vacation '

lywood.

HERMAN WOBBER, now in Salt Lad
goes from there to the Coast for confajj

Darryl F. Zanuck.

WALLACE BEERY, having completed
"Bad Man of Wyoming," has gone to h|
near Jackson's Hole, Wyo., for a two
vacation.

F. W. BEIERSDORF, Warners' branch
in Washington arrived at the home offjj

terday for conferences.

WARD E. SCOTT, 20th-Fox MidwestJ
trict manager, is returning to Kansas Cri

New York.

EDDIE RUBIN of the RKO Radio Pictu
dio publicity department, is vacationing!
East.

HERMAN BEIERSDORF, Dallas brani
for 20th-Fox, is here.

LEO ABRAMS, "U's" short subject sal

ager, left yesterday for Philadelphia an
burgh.

WALTER KANE, who has been at The-
Netherland, has returned to Hollywood.

DEL GOODMAN, Far Eastern chief f<

Fox, arrives from the Coast early next wi

RUSSELL MUTH, European Movieton
director, is vacationing at his farm near !

ED SULLIVAN is due in Hollywood
from New York to work in a Warne
"Ed Sullivan's Hollywood."

HENRY FONDA has returned to th

Fox studios from a motor vacation pre

to starting of "Chad Hanna."

TYRONE POWER will plane to New Y
week to take his wife, Annabella, who
underwent an operation, back to the

MORRIS HELPRIN returns to the Coa
day.

WILLIAM BOYD will be guest of hono
San Francisco Fair on Monday.

BEN MICCINS, 20th-Fox's European
is at the Coast studios for confabs.

JOHN LEROY JOHNSTON, Walter
\|

publicity chief, is in New York for s|

tion conferences on "Foreign Corresponds]

"The Long Voyage Home."

SIR CEDRIC HARDWICKE planed fron

wood to Portland, Ore., for the prenj

"Queen of Destiny."

MERVYN LEROY and MRS. LEROY are

toga Springs.

NORMAN SHEARER left the Coast
mid-week for Saratoga Springs, New Y
Sun Valley.
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arners' Sea Hawk' Is Warners' Biggest!
ERROL FLYNN .n'THE SEA HAWK'with BRENDA MARSHALL • CLAUDE RAINS • Donald Crisp • Flora Robson • Alan Hale • Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ
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Sunday Pix Issue

Up in Philadelphia

(Continued from Page 1)

lows a new vote every five years.

The cleric needs 19,000 signatures,
representing five per cent of the

voters at the last general election.

"Campaign of Education"

In a statement, he blamed the

nse of three methods of voting ai

*he 1935 elections, two types of

machines and ballots with the Sun-
day question appearing on different

places in each. He claimed that the
movie interests got the jump on him
by running diagrams on screens
showing their people how to vote
for Sunday films but that this year
the Sunday Schools and other or-

ganizations affiliated with the
churches will conduct a "Campaign
of Education."

The Alliance exec, indicated that

drives will be made in the 167
municipalities which voted for Sun-
day films in order that a new vote
be taken; 158 spots voted against
Sunday pictures.

Theaters Circulate Petitions

As far as the trade is concerned,
theaters in several closed Sunday
towns upstate have been circulating
petitions for a new vote either where
the result was adverse in 1935 or

where no vote was taken. In most
of these places, there is a tacit un-
derstanding that neither side would
put the pressure on for or against
the measure but that the issue would
be left totally to the voters.

Whether the Forney statement will

change the nature of the issue re-

mains to be seen.

Mass Arkansas Premieres
For RKO Lum & Abner Pix

(Continued from Page 1)

tive sons, opens. Among the towns
to join in the state-wide festivities

are Little Rock, Fort Smith, Pine
Bluff, Hot Springs, Jonesboro, Har-
rison, Searcy, El Dorado and Meno.

Sherwood Holding First

Of Exhib. Confabs Today

West Coast Bureau, of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Robert Sherwood who

will produce "Legacy" for Columbia
release, will hold the first of a series

of round-table conferences with ex-

hibitors today to promote a better
understanding between production
and exhibitor branches. Attending
will be representatives of Fox West
Coast and independent theaters.

WEDDING BELLS

Akron, O.—John Wagner, assis-

tant manager of Keith Palace the-

ater and Norma M. Lewis, were mar-
ried in the rectory of St. Martha's
church here.

ALONG THE

with PHIL M. DALYi
T T

• • • THE heat, as you probably have personally noted

during the last couple of weeks or so has been breaking records

this Summer Properly, that's news But more newsworthy still

is the fact that despite the torrid wave and the high humidity

accompanying it there have been pictures which have clicked

and clicked strongly F'rinstance, there's Warners' ATAHT
which was sent out July 13 and in reverse established anew that

it's not the heat it's the picture when the b.o. dives

Eighty per cent of the more than 300 playdates held the pic-

ture for two weeks and more than 60 per cent for extended runs

of three and four weeks In New York, while the town

burned ATAHT went four weeks at Radio City Music Hall

to exceptional biz incidentally being only the third picture

in the house's history to play that long

T T T
• • • IMPRESSIVE, too, is the showing made during

the height of the heat wave by another Warner attraction

"They Drive by Night" The pix, opening in 15 pre-re-

lease situations last week is staying on in every one In

New York, it gave the Strand its biggest Summer gross

receiving some assistance admittedly from George Raft's p.a.

All in all it's a happy augury for what "They Drive

by Night" should do upon going into national release

over this week-end And please note that ATAHT and
TDBN in story and treatment are as far apart as

the two poles The public will buy ENTERTAINMENT
no matter how it's wrapped heat or no heat

T T T
• • • STUFF—Add Hollywood deserters: Hugh O'Connell, who re-

turns to Broadway next season in "Bangtails," to be produced by Boyar

Associates Those reports Maurice Chevalier was coming over prove

to be unfounded, and so he won't be seen in RKO's "No, No, Nanette"

after all It just had to happen! "U" proposes to follow "When the

Daltons Rode" with "The Daltons Ride Again" Martial, not Martian

note: Orson Welles' leading lady, Linda Winters, reverts to her original

monicker, Dorothy Comingore in "Citizen Kane" On this comin'

Sunday, Aug. 4, the New York Times will list for the first time in its

movie section's box the attractions playing the big downtown Brooklyn

theaters,—-hence Brooklyn readers will be apprised each Sabbath re

what's playing the Albee, Fox, Loew's Metropolitan, Brooklyn Paramount,

and Strand Outa Philly: Earl Sweigert, Para, branch mgr. is chair-

man of the banquet committee for the big dinner to be held in connec-

tion with the Miss America Showmen's Variety Jubilee in Atlantic City

next September Outa Hollywood: Commenting on the recent East-

man move, Walter Wanger said: "In cutting cost of film raw stock, the

Eastman Company makes a splendid gesture and shows true spirit and

co-operation at a time when the film industry needs every consideration"

Outa Pittsburgh: The Warner theater managers presented Harry

M. Kalmine with a deer (yep, that's the right spellin') rifle in honor of

his eighth anniversary of Pitt territory zone manager

T T
• • 9 THAT new motion picture mag titled "Film News"

has made its bow officially following a six months' ex-

perimental period Its columns emphasize news of short films

—

one, two and three reelers, 16 mm. as well as 35 mm
Congrats to this newcomer and its editors Donald Slesing-

er and John McDonald

« « « » » w-

Higher 4th Quarter

Earnings Forecast

(Continued from Page 1)

New York equity suit as "probat
with the consent decree highlig]

by a modified method of selling

the outlawing of "so-called abus
Theater divorcement is regards
improbable.

Discussing industry revenue.
Survey says:

"Foreign revenues have faile<

gain over the last few weeks, si

increases in some areas being oi

by a further moderate decreasi

The New York Sun reported yeste

day that on the basis of 225 represettti

tive issues, the stock market in Jul

rose 3 p.c. Amusements—the issue

of Columbia, Loew's, Para., 20th-Fo
and WB—showed, however, a deprecii

Hon of $765,717, a drop of less tha

1 p.c. Three other groups reflecte

drops—leather-shoe, sugar and toba.ee>

Amusements' depreciation was the smal
est registered.

British revenues. The latter, r.

ever, are unlikely to decline f

present low figures, unless Bri

succumbs to Germany.
"Domestic theater attendance

tinues slightly ahead of a ;

earlier, and the imposition of ai

tional taxes on theater admiss
has had almost no effect on

|

tendance. Theater profits are
unaffected as, in over 90 per cen

all cases, the tax has been imr
iately passed on to the public,

a few instances, the opportu
was taken to increase admis
prices by a few cents more than
additional tax. In general, howe
there has been no increase in

mission prices."

Robertson Sells Stock
In Mutual Theaters

Detroit—James N. Robertson, ^

president and treasurer of Mu
Theaters, booking combine, has
signed from the organization, I

ing out his stock. Robertson,
of the oldest of Detroit exhibit

is retiring.

Mutual is enlarging its servic

theaters, especially upstate exl

tors, according to General Man;
Raymond E. Moon. Booking ser i

and operating routine detail ser\

will be available to houses which i

to continue direct control of t1

own booking, reversing the for

policy, Moon said.

Robson, Film Vet., Dead
Toronto—William J. Robson,

pioneer Canadian film man, is d

STORKS!
Pittsburgh—Mr. and Mrs. H

Bondurant, of the Manos The£
Ellwood City, are the parents <

6V2 pound daughter, their first-b

Indianapolis—The stork dro] 4
"a bundle of static" at the horn *
V. A. Carpenter, Altec service I
spector. It's a boy.

*X
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ov'l Sees Decree

gned by Sept. 1

{Continued from Page 1)

', any intention on the part of the

hers to actually run a motion pic-

e house, but for the express pur-

e of creating nuisance value
(Vinst old established competing
Ikes. Many of these exhibitors,

ense counsel argue, will now rush
with a view to securing terms
clearance and run to which they
uld not be entitled ordinarily,

government attorneys expressed
b belief that a consent decree would
signed by Sept. 1, if all things
itinue to run smoothly. These
>resentatives of the Government
/e estimated that it would take
jut one month to set up the neces-
•y arbitration machinery and des-

tate arbitrators. In this event,

sy continued, parts of the decree
ich refer to hearings on com-
ants with reference to run and
arance would be enforced in the
rly part of October.

Dther provisions of the decree, re-

Ting to trade showings and selling

'blocks of five could not be enforced
til the following season since films

•eady have been sold for the 1940-

season.

Special Assistant Attorney Gen-
ils Paul Williams and Robert L.

right left New York for Washing-
.1 yesterday. Former will remain
.'ay for about two weeks, it is re-

nted, and the latter will return here

(

next Tuesday.

)th-Fox Negotiating
/arner Circuit Deal

{Continued from Page 1)

med by the home office. These
:lude the Harris Amusement Co.,

;ttsburgh; Wometco, Miami; Wil-
2r & Vincent, New York; Simmons,
dt Lake City: Robb & Rowley,
,illas.

(Deals with several of the Grif-
hs circuits are in negotiation.

'Deal with Wolfson-Meyer's Wo-
etco chain is for four years.

enate Commerce Com.
ummons David Sarnoff

{Continued from Page 1)

e voted unanimously to summon
avid Sarnoff, RCA prexy, at the in-
igation of Sen. Charles Tobey of
ew Hampshire. Sarnoff is ex-

acted to appear today.

Adapts Pot O' Gold
Kansas City, Mo.—Radio's Pot o' Gold

giveaway plan has been adapted by John
McManus, manager of Loew's Midland
here, with guest tickets subbed for cash
awards. McManus picks five names at
random from the phone directory every
Thursday night, and puts through calls.
Folks at the other end of the line are
asked simple question about Midland's
next attraction. Right answer gets two
guest tickets.

Comedy Fans Weep
Kansas City, Mo.— First crop of cus-

tomers to see Para.'s comedy, "Down
Went McGinty," at Jerry Zigmond's New-
man Theater tiled out with tears stream-
ing down their cheeks.

There was a reason. Workmen razing
an old hotel next door cut into ammonia
pipes and the released fumes seeped into

the Newman's air-conditioning system.

Earnings of Para.

In Sharp Advances

{Continued from Page 1)

purchase of debentures. Earnings
for the corresponding quarter ended
July 1, 1939 were $830,000 includ-

ing $300,000 share of undistributed
earnings of partially owned non-
consolidated subsidiaries.

Earnings for the six months ended
June 29, are estimated at $3,084,000
including $1,039,000 share of undis-
tributed earnings of partially owned
non-consolidated subsidiaries and
$66,000 profit on purchase of deben-
tures. Earnings for the six months
ended July 1, 1939 were $2,130,0UU,
including $978,000 share of undis-
tributed earnings of partially owned
non-consolidated subsidiaries.

There were outstanding as of June
29, 141,590 shares of cumulative
convertible $100 par value 6 per
cent First Preferred Stock and 555,-

071 shares of cumulative convertible
$10 par value 6 per cent Second
Preferred Stock. After deducting
$295,645 of dividends accrued for
the quarter on the preferred, the re-

maining $1,182,355 of estimated com-
bined consolidated and share of un-
distributed earnings for the quarter
represent $.48 per share on the 2,-

465,927 shares of common stock out-

standing on June 29, which com-
pares with $.21 per share for the
quarter ended July 1, 1939.

Computed on the same basis, the
estimated combined consolidated and
share of undistributed earnings for
the six months ended June 29, rep-
resent $1.01 per share on such com-
mon stock outstanding, which com-
pares with $.62 per share for the
six months ended July 1, 1939.

Boston Theater Closings
Show a Drop of 50 P.C.

{Continued from Page 1)

fact that only about one dozen
houses in the outer territory are
dark.

Such theaters as the Orpheum and
Gardner, the Majestic in West
Springfield, and the Empire in
Lewiston, Me., closed only long
enough for Summer renovations.

Mickey Rooney P.A. Here Tonight

Mickey Rooney arrived yesterday
by plane from the. Coast and will
make a p.a. at 8 p.m. tonight at the
Capitol where he will cut a huge
birthday cake marking the third an-
niversary of the "Hardy" series of
pictures.

Cuba to Abandon

Ifs "Neely Act"!

{Continued from Page 1)

Cuban measure is proving burden-
some to all segments of the indus-
try there,—most paradoxically to the
exhibitors whose "relief" it sought
to theoretically effect.

He characterized U. S. films, which
are dominantly popular in Latin-
America, as a "tremendous bond"
between this country and its sister

republics to the South, and stated
that our product is "a gigantic good-
will ambassador," and a positive an-
tidote against the propaganda being
spread in behalf of "isms" in Latin-
America.

Touching on the functional aspects
of Hollywood product, Colli declared
that there is no necessity for U. S.

majors to worry about making fea-
tures especially poised at appealing
to Latin-American psychology, for
the reason that Latin-Americans are
even more American-minded than
the great percentage of U. S. aud-
iences. He cited that whereas cer-
tain segments of the public here re-

act to gangster pictures as though
all they contained was real, Latin-
American filmgoers are entertained
by them as if they were fantasies.
Features, he added, which are "big"
to U. S. patrons will, in the vast ma-
jority of cases, be the same at Latin-
American box-offices.

Poor Pari-Mutuel Draw
Heartens State Exhibs.

{Continued from Page 1)

the polls last year for biz reasons,
are reassured by the failure of the
Saratoga race track to pull in pat-
rons despite the "iron men" and low
admish. prices.

Monday, the paid admission was
7,701, lowest opening day crowd in

more than 25 years. This group bet
but $262,526, less than half the or-
dinary week-day play at Belmont,
Empire City and Jamaica, New
York city tracks. Tuesday, the
crowd was less than 5,000 paid, all

this despite the lure of the pari-
mutuels and the fact that grand-
stand admissions were priced at

$1.50 against $3.85 in other years.
What relevancy has this to the

film biz ? Plenty, as circuit opera-
tors saw last Fall when they fought
the pari-mutuel amendment in vain,
for a big first year play would be
followed quickly by erection of the
other two upstate tracks allocated
under the Dunnigan-Penny legisla-

tive enabling act of last Spring.

Want Barrymore as John Drew
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, is seek-

ing the services of John Barrymore
to play the role of his uncle, John
Drew, in "The Lady With Red Hair."

Para, to Star Mary Martin
Hollywood—Paramount will star

Mary Martin in the Fall in "New
York Town" by Jo Swerling. Mitchell
Leisen will direct.

«REVI€WS»
"Captain Caution"
with Victor Mature, Louise Piatt,

Leo Carrillo

UA-Hal Roach 85 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)
SEA STORY PACKS PLENTY OF AC-

TION, COMEDY AND ROMANCE FOR
GENERAL AUDIENCES.

This story of the sea, written by Kenneth
Roberts, author of "Northwest Passage,"

has plenty action, comedy and romance. It

has been effectively produced for Hal

Roach by Richard Wallace and Grover
Jones. In addition, credit for directing

goes to Wallace and that for the screen-

play to Jones.

Although Dan Marvin, a Yankee sailor,

is named "Captain Caution" by his sweet-
heart, because he is hesitant and careful,

at times, he is really a bold, two-fisted

seaman and always a final winner in rough

and tumble fights. Victor Mature does
good work in the title role, while Louise

Piatt is effective as his sweetheart, de-

termined to avenge the death of her

father, Captain Daman (Robert Barrat)

killed when his ship is fired upon by the

English.

Leo Carrillo is splendid as a sailor who
has more than one sweetheart in every

port. Bruce Cabot is convincing as a rene-

gade sailor, who is not loyal to any coun-
try, and is anxious to serve only his own
selfish ends. El Brendel, Rosco Ates and
Andrew Tombes furnish much comedy,
while Vivienne Osborne is good as Car-
rillo's wife. Miles Mander, Pat O'Malley,

Clifford Severn, Jr., Lloyd Corrigan, Alan
Ladd and Ted Osborn are among the

capable principals.

Norbert Brodine's photography is first-

rate and Roy Seawright's photographic ef-

fects commendable.
The story is laid in 1812. "Olive Branch,"

a bark, operated by Barrat, is returning

from a long stay in the Far East. The
crew suddenly learns their country is at

war with England, when Mander's brig of

war fires upon it. With the death of her

father, Barrat, Louise Piatt denounces Ma-
ture as a coward and takes command of

the boat. She names Cabot and Carrillo

as her chief mates.

Instead of sailing for America, she or-

ders the bark headed to France, where she
seeks papers from the American Counsul
which would enable the boat to fight

against the British and help avenge the
death of her father. Her request is re-

fused. She learns Cabot has made a deal
with the British and she is supremely happy
when Mature trounces Cabot in a fierce

fight.

CAST: Victor Mature, Louise Piatt, Leo
Carrillo, Bruce Cabot, Vivienne Osborne,
Robert Barrat, Miles Mander, El Brendel,
Rosco Ates, Pat O'Malley, Andrew Tombes,
Aubrey Mather, Alan Ladd, Lloyd Corri-

gan, Ted Osborn, Ann Codee, Romaine Cal-
ender, Pierre Watkin, Clifford Severn, Jr.,

Bud Jamison.

CREDITS: Executive Producer, Hal Roach;
Producers, Richard Wallace, Grover Jones;
Director, Richard Wallace; Associate Direc-
tors, Richard Talmadge and Bernard Carr;
Author, Kenneth Roberts; Screenplay, Gro-
ver Jones; Cameraman, Norbert Brodine;
Photographic Effects, Roy Seawright; Edi-

tor, James Newcomb; Art Directors, Nicolai

Remisoff, Charles D. Hall; Music by Phil

Ohman, Lyrics by Foster Carling.

DIRECTION, Effective. PHOTOGRA-
PHY, First-rate.
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Ebersons Improving

Two Schine Houses

Major remodeling operations have

been ordered by the Schine Circuit

for their Riviera, Buffalo, which will

be undertaken under the aegis of

John and Drew Eberson, prominent

film theater architects. A complete

refrigerating system is one of the

important items scheduled. Similar

system, re-arrangement and redec-

orating of the circuit's Granada,

also in Buffalo, are also in the Eber-

sons' current plans for the Schines.

Other Eberson jobs on tap are for

a new house in Livingston, N. J.;

remodeling of the Company Theater,

Banham, Ky., which will open Labor
Day; and the installation of a cool-

ing system, re-arrangement of re-

tiring rooms and floor plans, plus

refurnishing and redecorating of the

Century Circuit's Farragut, Brook-
lyn, which will open on Labor Day.
Latter is currently shuttered for

the improvements.
Contract has been let for a new

theater in Laurel, Del.—Robert F.

Engler, Inc., of Wilmington, being
the contractor. This 700-seater's

plans are by the Ebersons.

C. ROSS
for

MOTION PICTURE
LIGHTING EQUIPMENT
RENTALS:

A full line of modern equipment to-

gether with a staff of trained men to

handle any job large or small any time,

anywhere. Generator trucks, searchlights

and floodlights, for premieres and gen-
eral lighting activities.

SALES:
Everything in the line of equipment

for motion picture and photographic
studios.

SERVICE:
We are prepared to offer the finest

service, equipment and technical advice

obtainable in the East. Your require-

ments taken care of to the last minute
detail.

As Sole Eastern Distributors, ice

carry the full and complete line

of equipment manufactured by:—
MOLE-RICHARDSON CO.

Hollywood, California

Incomparable Lighting Equipment

Estimate* Cheerfully Given

Let Us Enlighten You On Your
Lighting Problem*

CHARLES ROSS, INC.
244-50 WEST 49th ST., N. Y. C.

Telephones: Circle 6-5470-1-2

Coin Changer Set
To Handle Pennies

Chicago—Timely announcement comes
from ColdE Mfg. Co. here that its

new coin changer attachment for dis-

pensing pennies is ready. Device is

aimed at expediting the handling of such
coins in connection with the new defense
tax program initiated by the Government
and applied to film theater admissions.
Units are known as the GoldE Penny
Chute and are available for immediate
delivery in both right-hand and left-

hand discharges.

Latest Advances Feature
Newest K & G Theater

Detroit—Modernistic style archi-
tecture will be used on the new
Manor Theater, 1,200-seat house to
be erected in the suburb of Redford,
by Komer and Goldberg Circuit, ac-
cording to Wright and Rogvoy,
architects. Front will be of struc-
tural glass and metalized concrete.
Casements are to be of illuminated
fluted macotta, with doors of inlaid
formica.

Marquee will be V-shaped. Lobby
will be decorated by a fluorescent
lighting pattern, in Tekko, an im-
ported wall covering. Flexwood will

be used on the foyer, while acous-
tical forms will be used on the ceil-

ing of the auditorium for the dual
purpose of sound control and decora-
tion. Black light illumination will

be used entirely in the auditorium
as will blue and gray velour seats
of the push-back type.

Improving Big Detroit Stand
Detroit — Extensive remodelling

program is being started by Cohen
Circuit at the Hollywood, Detroit's

third largest house. House is being
reseated by American Seating Com-
pany, recarpeted by Turner-Brooks,
Inc., and new marquee and signs in-

stalled by Long Sign Company. Front
is being steamcleaned and the entire

interior redecorated. New booth
equipment was recently installed.

Air Control Installs System
Waterloo, la.—A new air condi-

tioning system is being installed at
the Iowa Theater at Waterloo at a

cost of $5,600. It is a modern coil

cooling system and is being installed

by Air Control, Inc., of Lincoln, and
Handler Motor Company.

Floyd Gets RCA Sound
Wauchula. Fla.—Latest type RCA

sound system is being installed at
the Roysl Theater. This house is one
of the Floyd chain and was recently
acquired by them.

Alabama House Under Way
Andalusia, Ala.—A new theater

under construction here will be
opened Oct. 1, says Manager "Boots"
Adams. Building will be air-condi-

tioned.

Fluorescent Carpel

Held Exhib. Asset

Greater safety for patrons of

modern motion picture theaters is

provide by the new "fluorescent car-

pet" which glows in the dark, ac-
cording to H. E. Millson of the Calco
Chemical Division of the American
Cyanamid Co., Bound Brook, N. J.

The new carpet,—currently being
manufactured by Alexander Smith
& Sons,—is dyed with special dyes
which appear quite ordinary in day-
light but glow softly with various
colors in the "black light" of invisi-

ble ultra-violet rays.

The absolute darkness necessary
to bring out the full beauty of mod-
ern motion pictures in color has
increased the chance of accident to

people entering theaters from bright-
ly lighted foyers, Millson said, and
to overcome this carpets can now
be had dyed with fluorescent dyes to

light the way in total darkness. In-
stead of the usual shaded lights
along the aisles of theaters (which
interfere with the fidelity of colored
pictures and generally illuminate
only the area near the light), small
electric tubes shed ultra-violet rays
on the carpet which is normal in

all respects except that the dyes
used to color it possess the property
of fluorescence.

This same effect is utilized in mod-
ern fluorescent tube lamps which
yield light with a minimum of heat.
The exact nature of fluorescence is

not completely understood, but ap-
parently when ultra-violet rays are
absorbed by fluorescent materials,
these substances radiate soft visible

light. This property, possessed by
quinine sulfate, certain dyes, certain
minerals and numerous other sub-
stances, has been utilized in the past
for many purposes including identi-

fication of minerals, the examination
of questioned documents, the fluoro-
scopic screens which make x-rays
visible, and the viewing screens of
television.

The present patented application
of fluorescent dyes as guides in the
dark is expected to have important
uses in many other fields.

Altec Active in Ohio
Cincinnati—W. Conners announces

Altec sound equipment has been in-
stalled in Maurice Chase's Roselawn,
Bond Hill, Cincinnati suburban
house; at C. Kixmiller's Colonial
Theater, Bickwell, W. Va., and B.
E. Bord's Glen Alum, Glen Alum,
W. Va.

Altec has recently opened exten-
sive offices in Film Row to take care
of all territory between Altoona,
Pa., through Kentucky to the Ten-
nessee border.

Equipment
Equipmen

w[EADVILLE, Pa.,— the f
' minded stand where one o:

.

three "test runs" was held rec
for the Disney Festival progran
soon to have a new theater 1

operated by the Meadville
Theater Corp., which operate;
Park in the same community.
Truran will manage the new s,

H. C. Winslow is the organiza
prexy.

* * *

Up New Haven way, Frank Me
is furnishing his State Theater
new seats, carpets and screen. L\

is being completely redecorated.

As if to celebrate in the
practical way her 20th consec
year as operator of the Palai
Charlevioux, Mich., Mrs. Eliz;

Moon has ordered all new s

equipment for the house. She':

of filmland's most astute w
exhibs.

* # *

Add another "Drive-In" to
growing list of such wide
houses. It's Bernard Woolner's I
car enterprise in North Little j I
Ark. We say it's Woolner's, '< I
he's top solon of the org. laum I
the project,—Mid-South Theatei I

* * *

National Theater Supply is t

stall fluorescent carpet in the Si

(Owensboro, Ky.) Theater, ope:i

by Leo Moffitt. This is said ll

the initial installation of the si*

tional new carpet in that terrij

House is a 900-seater.

Photophone for Gusdanovic
Cleveland—Paul Gusdanovic,

of companies operating the La
(1600 seats) and Regent (

seats), has contracted with
Photophone for new High Fid
sound equipment for both ho
New booth equipment is includi
both deals.

Modernize In Charleston
Charleston, S. C—Albert So

president and general manage
i

the Pastime Amusement Co., bf
tor of the 1050 seat Victory is

ernizing the house by installing
RCA Photophone sound. The
pany operates five other theate'
Charleston.

James Opens The Comet
St. Louis — Tommy James

opened his new 980-seat Comet
ater. Equipment, including M
graph projectors, Ideal chairs
Western Electric mirrophonic sc

was purchased through Exhib
Supply Co.
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o' Little Rock has emerged

of filing of incorporation papers

by Cupp Theaters, Inc., Arka-

a. Incorporators are H. B.

and E. H. Rowley, of Dallas,

Zecil and Hazel Cupp, Arka-

a.

Zenith, Davenport, la., closes

tonight for extensive remodel-

hich will take 'bout a month,
Geertez, house's pilot, will

|

nrtually a brand new pix palace

the work is completed.

* * *

) Indiana dispatches disclose

Don LeBrun of South Whitley

ilding a new 400-seater there,

; plans have been submitted

pproved, and that Terre Haute
ting a new $30,000 film theater,

incement of which was made by

Payne, agent for the builders.

I
cago Theater, one of Loop's ace

, is getting 4,000 new seats at

timated cost of $60,000. Seats

special design worked out by
K's equipment department.

* * *

T. Rockenstein Co., progressive

•771 ent house in St. Louis, has

sold complete booth equipment
artin W. Operle for latter's Orris

ter, St. Genevieve, Mo. Order
ded RCA Sound, Brenkert lamps
orojectors, Benwood Linze recti-

;t al.

i v Ohio House Impends
• idgeport, O.—Report here re-

that C. G. Velas of Affiliated

tres Corp. has bought the prop-

on which the New Home Thea-
;tands, and that he has closed

louse, intending to erect a new
;er on the site of the old one,

h will be razed.

j-Shuttered House Opens
- -troit—McArthur Theater Equip-

; Company has installed com-
| equipment in the Colonial Thea-
jat Sutton's Bay, Mich. The
e has been remodelled after be-
:losed for several years and re-
ed by Herman Happy.

Another "Crying Room"
-troit—Mrs. Harold Martin is

idelling the front and installing
2W "crying room" in the Sun
iter at Marion, Mich. Work is

done by McArthur Theater
any.

Ross Sees Lighting

Al Highest Level

Film studio lighting equipment is

"urrently at a stage of such high ef-

ficiency and practical design that it

's difficult to envision how any real-

ly vital improvements can be ef-

fected in the near future, it is as-

serted by Chai'les Ross, head of

Charles Ross, Inc., sole Eastern dis-

tributor for Mole-Richardson Co. of

Hollywood, Cal.

Ross, in support of his contention,

cites that the Mole-Richardson line

covers every type of motion picture

studio lighting need, whether it be
for the making of black-and-white
product or the most meticulous type
of color photography.

There is no problem, he states,

facing those concerned with proper
production-illumination which can-
not readily be solved by specific

Mole-Richardson equipment or a
simple combination of that com-
pany's equipment.

Ross recently used Mole-Richard-
*on units for the lighting of the
Municipal Auditorium during the
Republican National Convention. In-
stallations were made by him for the
taking of newsreel footage of the
event, as well as for RCA-NBC's
history-making television coverage.

Rebuild Sebewaing House
Detroit—J. L. and E. C. Chapman

have rebuilt the old Lincoln Theater
at Sebewaing, replacing one destroyed
by fire. New house has 325 seats.
Equipment supplied by National
Theater Supply Co. includes: Sim-
plex projectors and Four Star sound,
porcelain enamel front and marquee,
Crestwood carpeting, fluorescent
lighting, and Mork-Green drapes.

NTS Fills Cooling Order
Lowell, Mass.—A new air-condi-

tioning and cooling system has been
installed in the recently remodeled
Royal Theater here. The installation
is being handled by the National
Theater Supply Co.

Remodel Three in N. S.

Halifax, N. S.—Franklin & Her-
schorn, are remodeling and renovat-
ing the Family and Community The-
aters in Halifax, and the Dudas in
Dartmouth, across from Halifax har-
bor.

Award Crockett Contract

Crockett, Tex. — Contract for a
$35,000, 800-seat theater here has
been awarded to Smith-Murchison
Hardware Co. The theater will be
owned by Robb & Rowley, and Mrs.
Pauline Callahan.

Novel Ceiling
Holyoke, Mass.—Nathan E. Goldstein,

president of Western Massachusetts The-
aters, Inc., announces the Strand Theater,
closed for the summer, will be mod-
ernized. J. Marks & Co. has the con-
tract. The ceiling will be of a novel

design blended with silver and gold and
the futuristic effect will blend with the
streamlined walls.

Oregon Building Boom
Aiding Equipment Sales

Portland, Ore.—With the increase
in theater building and remodeling
during the past 60 days, theater
equipment men here have been get-
ting their innings, and predict that
1940 will be their banner year.

Among the new houses is that of
William Phrall of Junction City,

Ore., an 800 seater. Manager Calla-
han has moved into his new Times
Theater at Seaside, Ore.; G. Free-
man reports the completion of the
new Eltrym Theater at Baker,
Ore.

Milton Odem announces the start

of a new theater at Madras, Ore.,

which he will operate in conjunction
with his theater in Redmond.

Westinghouse Sets

New Order Record

Pittsburgh — Following an an-
nouncement of increased dividends
on the preferred and common stocks,
Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co.'s

board chairman, A. W. Robertson,
reported at mid-week the highest
orders for any 12-month period
in organization's history, with busi-
ness gains in all lines and manufac-
turing divisions.

He said that orders for the span
ended June 30, 1940, increased 38
per cent to a total of $245,256,874
from $177,487,833 for the same pe-
riod of the previous year. The rec-
ord high orders compare with the
biggest previous year's orders re-

ceived in 1939, when the total reached
$240,220,555. Orders booked for the
first six months of this year were
$135,556,693 against $104,538,863
for the same period a year ago, a
gain of 30 per cent.

Robertson pointed out that the in-

crease in business of the company
during the past six months has nat-
urally led to expansion of plant
facilities in some divisions.

"THE DOCTOR TAKES A
WIFE"

A new Alexander Smith Carpet, rich,

colorful, soft underfoot may be "just

what the doctor ordered" for your

theatre. Many owners have found it

a helpful prescription for box office

blues . . . one reason why you'll find

it in most of the country's successful

theatres.

ALEXANDER SMITH CARPET
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• They don't miss a bet in getting

over every bit of action there is in

the film. And those color features!

I never saw anything more natural

in all my life.

You said it, Mr. Robinson! That
fifty per cent extra fight— real

snow white light at that— does

make a big difference. The fellows

who designed this equipment did a

swell job. It's real stuff from A to Z.

What surprises me is how they are

able to get so much light out of a one

kilowatt arc. It's going to be a real

pleasure to show pictures here from
now on. I defy anyone to put any
better pictures on the screen than

we can in our little theatre.

That's the spirit, Jack! We can go
to town with this new equipment.

Our patrons have already noticed

the improvement in our pictures.

This investment is going to pay big

dividends.

The words "National," "Suprex''' and "Orotip"

are trade-marks of National Carbon Company, Inc.

NATIONAL CARBON COMPANY, INC
Unit of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation

Carbon Sales Division, Cleveland, Ohio

GENERAL OFFICES

30 East 42nd Street, New York, N. Y.

BRANCH SALES OFFICES

New York, Pittsburgh, Chicago, St. Louis, San Francisco
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IX TIME LIMITS FOR 'ESCAPE CLAUSE'

heater Biz Holding Its Own In Pittsburgh Area
tit WEEK IN
REVIEW

it sent Decree Sept. 1?
— By L. H. MITCHELL —

—

VESTIC
liUITY CASE: At the week-end
lis stated that D of J execs, ex-
a consent decree in the Gov't's

y suit against the majors to be
id by Sept. 1 ... It was earlier
rted that the Gov't planned hear-
on a consent decree at which
s and individual exhibs. could
ess their views. It was also dis-

d that the "block of five pix"
osal was the Gov't's best offer
^gard to block-booking. Max A.
n saw "monopoly" in the block
ive plan . . . Para, was stated
ig the Gov't to clarify for it the
3 of the equity suit—whether it

i industry-wide matter or is to
pplied only to individual com-
es .. . The Gov't wants non-
ies to a consent decree, it was
;d, to be governed by such a de-
when and if one is agreed upon,
he meantime efforts have been
2 by D of J execs, and majors'
meys to speed up changes in the
ent draft . . . Warner Bros,
s., stated that that company
d make no snap decision on a
ent decree . . . Gov't was said
e seeking to learn the selling
ties of Universal, one of "The
e Three."

* * *

XM PRICES: Eastman Kodak
/ in the week announced a re-

ion in the price of raw film stock,
positive and negative. Survey

;he studios indicated that the
man reduction would mean a
ly saving of from $5,000 to $50,-
per company, or a total of be-
n $2,000,000 and $2,500,000 a

Studio execs, praised East-
's action as a timely help in this
nue-shrinking period . . . Agfa
:o later announced it would also
ce prices on film stock.

* * *

INANCIAL: Net income of the
Keith Corp. and Keith-Albee-

tieum for 26-week and 52-week
ods showed a drop. B. F. Keith's
eek net was given at $504,140.64
omparison with $830,360.13 for
previous year. K-A-O's net for

{Continued on Page 5)

New Houses Show Steady
Increase; More Building;

Holdovers Setting Record

Pittsburgh—Conditions in general
throughout the Western Pennsyl-
vania territory for the first half of

1940, so far as the industry is con-
cerned, was quite satisfactory, sur-
vey completed at the week-end shows.
During the first three months of the
year business dropped slightly un-
der that of 1939, but not to an alarm-
ing degree by any means, except in

a few situations where unseasonable
(Continued on Page 5)

AID to Make First

Report on Sept. 10

Allied Information Department
(AID) will make its first report on
progress made on Allied's proposed
product survey on Sept. 10. The
AID committee plans to hold its

second meeting in Atlantic City dur-
ing New Jersey Allied's annual con-
vention Sept. 25-27.

Meanwhile, national Allied is urg-
(Continucd on Page 8)

Film Alliance Appoints
Edwards Sales Director

Sol Edwards, sales manager of

Fine Arts Pictures, has resigned to

join Film Alliance of the U. S. as
sales director. Edwards, who organ-
ized the Fine Arts franchise system,

(Continued on Page 7)

EARLY NEELY

ACTION SEEN
That's Allied's Slant; Pressure

on Congress Urged

Allied looks for early action on
the Neely-bill despite indications that
the measure is dead. In a bulletin

issued last week, Abram F. Myers,
general counsel, asked Allied mem-
bers to write their Congressmen,
especially those on the House Inter-

state and Foreign Commerce Com-
mittee, urging them to co-operate
in the passage of the bill.

Allied members were instructed in

the bulletin to check up on voluntary
cancellation privileges offered by
some of the companies. Myers wrote
that he had been informed that none
of the companies, with the possible

exception of M-G-M, was allowing
(Continued on Page 5)

Newsreels Consider

S. A. Laboratory

American newsreel companies are

considering the establishment of a

central laboratory in some South
American city in view of the plan to

increase coverage in Latin-America.
While present revenue from South
America is not sufficient to warrant
the expense of such a venture at this

time, it is reported that the compan-
(Continued on Page 7)

Theaters to AidRed Cross
Regional, City Committees to be Formed

N. D. Theater Owners
Join Northwest Allied

Minneapolis—North Dakota Thea-
ter Owners Ass'n last week voted
to affiliate with Northwest Allied
after being severed from the or-

ganization for severay years. Julius
Overmoe, a member of the board
of the North Dakota group, was
named a member of Northwest AI-

(Continued on Page 5)

America's 17,000-odd film theaters

will wage a country-wide campaign
to support the 1940 Annual Roll

Call and membership drive of the

Red Cross which will start on Ar-
mistice Day, Nov. 11.

Plan for exhibitor participation,

requested by the Red Cross's na-

tional headquarters, was okayed
Friday at a meeting of the Red
Cross Theater Campaign Committee,

(Continued on Page 4)

Judge Goddard Will Pass
On Any Moves to Vacate;
May Finish Draft Today

Federal Judge Henry W.
Goddard will pass on any
application to vacate the con-
sent decree in the Government equity
action under the so-called escape
clause now being drafted by set-

tlement negotiations, Government
sources revealed Friday.

In all probability, the consent de-

cree draft will receive its final

touches today, enabling its sub-
mission to the Department of Jus-
tice at Washington by tomorrow. It

(Continued on Page 4)

Indies Turning

To Block-Booking!

As a consent decree in the Gov-
ernment's equity suit moves closer

to a reality, a strange turn in the

attitude of independent exhibitors

has come to light, reliable sources
revealed over the week-end. An
executive high in Allied circles is

reported to have advised the De-
partment of Justice that Allied

would not insist on elimination of

block-booking nor selling in blocks

of five.

There appears to be an undercur-
(Continued on Page 3)

RCA Earns $1,415,728

To Nearly Double Net

David Sarnoff, RCA president, at

the conclusion of a board meeting on
Friday, announced a net profit for

the quarter ended June 30, of $1,-

415,728.32 which compares with a

net of $724,091.11 for the corre-
(Continued on Page 3)

iiHellzapoppiri>s,i

Rights to Levey
Jules Levey has acquired the screen

rights to "Hellzapoppin," current Broad-
way hit starring Olsen and Johnson.

Universal is scheduled to release the pic-

ture version of the musical, although
production may not start for more than

a year. Levey's first production venture

was "The Boys From Syracuse."
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(Thursday, Aug. 1)

(QUOTATIONS OF FRIDAY, AUG. 2)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7y4 7'/4 7V4 + 'A
Col. Picts. vtc. <2'/2%) 41/2 41/4 41/4— %
Columbia Picts. pfd.. 18'/4 18'/8 18% + 1/4

Con. Fm. Ind % % 3A
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 1243/4 124i/2 124l/2 — 1/4

do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 9V4 9% 9% + 1/4

Loew's, Inc 25'/2 25 25% + Vi
do pfd
Paramount 5% 5% 5% + 'A
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. SV* 8'A 8 1/4 + 'A
Pathe Film 7% 7% ~l %h
RKO New 3 3 3

20th Century-Fox . . 6J/8 6y8 6V8
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Picts. pfd
Warner Bros 2'A 214 2%
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3l/

2s46.102i/2 1023/g 102'/2 + Vb

Para. B'way 3s55 '.

Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 iAs47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1% 1 Vz 1 % + Vs
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd

Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45.. 63i/
2 65'/2

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59 60 Vi

AMPTO Outing on Aug. 18

Pittsburgh—The AMPTO of West-
ern Pennsylvania will hold its 8th

annual cornroast and outing Aug.
18, at Dr. C. E. Herman's farm on
Campbell's Run Road, Carnegie.

This will be a stag affair with tick-

ets at $1.50.

H The Broadway Parade 11
Picture and Distributor Theater

They Drive by Night (Warner Bros. Pictures)—2nd week Strand

Snow White and Disney Shorts (RKO Radio Pictures)—2nd week (d) Criterion

Andy Hardy Meets Debutante (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Capitol
The Boys from Syracuse (Universal Pictures-Jules Levey) Paramount
The Man I Married (Twentieth Century-Fox) Roxy
Military Academy (Columbia Pictures) Globe
Carson City Kid (Republic Pictures) (a) ••• Central
Prison Trail (Producers Releasing Co.) (a) Central
Maryland (Twentieth Century-Fox) (a-b) Palace

Dr. Christian Meets the Women (RKO Radio Pictures) (a) Palace

South of Pago Pago (United Artists-Edward Small) Music Hall

TWO-A-DAY RUNS
Gone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—34th week Astor

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—22nd week World
Daybreak (A.F.E. Corp.)—2nd week Little Carnegie

FUTURE OPENINGS
The Sea Hawk (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Aug. 9 Strand
Three Faces West (Republic Pictures) (c) Criterion

Pride and Prejudice (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) (c) Music Hall

I Love You Again (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) (c) Capitol

The Great McGinty (Paramount Pictures) (c) Paramount
The Return of Frank James (Twentieth Century-Fox) (c) Roxy
South to Karanga (Universal Pictures)—Oct. 8 Rialto

My Love Came Back (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Aug. 8 (a-b) Palace

Pier 13 (Twentieth Century-Fox)—Aug. 8 (a) Palace

(a) Dual bill, (b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill, (d) Revival.

Detroit's B. O. Dip Due
To Auto Plant Layoffs

Detroit—While the heat wave is

used by exhibs. generally to explain

current serious slump in grosses-
running as high as 60 per cent in

non-air cooled theaters—there is an
underlying trend downward that has
been noticed by the more far-sighted

exhibitors in the city. Basic reason
for the loss lies in the current lay-

offs by the big auto plants, parti-

cularly Ford, at this time.

Event is annual, due to model
changes, but comes at a time of

great industrial uncertainty, and so

is being reflected more seriously than
ever. The addition of extra work-
ers and shifts in a limited number
of tool plants and special product
factories is far from enough to off-

set the mass seasonal unemployment
in other departments of the auto
industry, and theaters are reflect-

ing it in lowered grosses, especially

in the neighborhoods.

SPG Adds 46 Members; To
Organize Free Lance Field

Forty-six new members from
home office publicity departments
have joined the New York division

of the Screen Publicists Guild with-

in the past week, practically com-
pleting organization here, the Guild

reports.
Formulation of plans to establish

a division within the Guild for free

lance motion picture publicists work-
ing for both the majors and indies, but
who are not on the permanent pay-
rolls, were announced at the Guild

meeting last week as a result of ap-
plication for membership by many
persons in this classification.

Included in this group are part-

time exploitation men, theater press

representatives and persons working
for outside organizations handling
film publicity on a contract basis.

Montgomery Exhibs. See
Bonanza in Army Moves
Montgomery, Ala.—The Govern

ment's announcement that Maxwell
Field here would become the South
eastern Air Training Base of the
Army, with an anticipated expendi
ture of $5,000,000 in the Montgom-
ery area for buildings, and other
expansion necessities, and an in-

creased military personnel of an es-

timated 5,000, in addition to the
army of construction workers, is

a bright star in the sky of local

exhibs. A few miles away, at Selma,
a pursuit school will be started, with
another huge building program.
Already a new drive-in theatar

has been opened here, and a 1,200
seater in the downtown area is un-
der construction, with opening due
Oct. 1. Exhibs. look forward to the
biggest biz. since the lush days of
1917 when World War I brought to

Montgomery's Ft. Sheridan 40,000
soldiers for preliminary training.

Walter Wanger May
Arrive in N. Y. on Wed.
Walter Wanger plans a Coast-to-

Coast tour of key cities shortly af-
ter his "Foreign Correspondent"
opens in New York. Date of open-
ing and the theater have not been
set but Wanger is due in New York
this week, possibly Wednesday.
Purpose of Wanger's tour is said

to be for the purpose of discussing
business conditions with exhibitors,
getting their reactions on various
problems and obtaining first hand
information on other matters per-
taining to the industry. Wanger's
itinerary is being prepared by John
Leroy Johnston, his publicity direc-
tor, who is now in New York.

ATAHT Sets Philly Mark
Philadelphia — Warners' ATAHT

is the first pix to go three weeks at
the Earle Theater here.

COmiriG and GOIfl'

JOSEPH BERNHARD, managing direct. |

Warner Theaters, MORT BLUMENSTOCI
charge of advertising and publicity in the ]

and JOSEPH HAZEN, legal department,
in New York by plane today from Holly

WILL H. HAYS plans to leave the

this week for Gallipolis, O., birthplace of
]

Mclntyre to speak at a memorial meetin 1

Mclntyre on Aug. 11.

HOWARD DIETZ left at the week
'

the Culver City studios.

BETTY HILDEBRANDT, secretary to Hal I

j
left for Hollywood on Friday for a va ]
of several weeks.

HARRY GOLDBERG, in charge of adve I

and publicity for Warner Theaters, is f
tioning on his farm in Bucks County, Pa.

ELINOR KLEIN, secretary to William K J
ton, city manager Loew's, Baltimore, was a

guest of Lou Brown, Loew-Poli publicity j
New Haven.
NAT RUBIN, Loew-Poli assistant, New

leaves today for Nova Scotia.

JOSEPH CALECHMAN, assistant at the |
ard, New Haven, is vacationing in Maine

MORRIS HELPRIN, production assista

Alexander Korda, who has been in New |
for the past five weeks, returns to Holl

by plane today.

D. L. BROWN of Erpi's European fore

Hollywood looking over product. He
pected to return to New York this we
a post in Erpi's office here.

NORMA SHEARER arrived in New Yorl J
the Coast at the week-end.

HAROLD DUNN, Warner supervisor i

Far East, arrives here this week.

HUCH O'CONNELL arrived at the we
from the Coast.

KENNY WILLIAMS, AGVA organizer,

Hollywood on biz for that body.

7,000 Exhibs. Will See
WB's "Sea Hawk" Todc

More than 7,000 exhibs. an
pected to attend the trade sho^

of Warners' "The Sea Hawk"
held in the company's 37 exel

centers in the United States and
ada today. Each of the scree

will be preceded by a trailer

turing an address by Gradwe
Sears, Warners' general sales

ager. Screening for the New
Metropolitan Branch will be he

the Normandie Theater at 10 a

"Ramparts" at Music 1 11

With Opening on Aug. 2

"The Ramparts We Watch I
of T's first feature, will open a 1
dio City Music Hall on Aug 22

RKO announced Friday.
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if opinion that the independents

if the decree is accepted by
;o-called Big Five, patronize
ittle Three in order to be as-

of a flow of product, rather

lepend on the purchasing of

tures at a time, reports in-

urwhile, Abram F. Myers
os, in a bulletin, that the eight
• companies "are doing every-
possible to break down the

nment's insistence on an effec-

.•onsent decree." Directly and
gh trade papers, Myers con-

's, they are seeking to have in-

dent exhibitors go on record

st provisions allegedly con-

1 in the draft.

d opportunity is afforded ex-

rs to consider such alleged

isions in the light of the plan
.vhole," Myers writes. "Nor are
Dnsiderations favorable to such

isions given publicity.

is to be hoped that Allied
>ers will not fall for this an-
device for obstructing reform
showing of apparent division in

itor ranks. The Department
stice has shown a real concern
he welfare of the independent

111013. Their interests are in

hands. The Department should
ipported in its efforts—that is,

ng as it stands up in the face

e onslaughts of the Big Eight.
>e Department should weaken,
the fight will have to be re-

d in a wider arena,
he companies that are doing
n their power to thwart the

rnment and to discredit its ef-

to enforce the law can not re-

public good will and confidence
ly by releasing a few patriotic

: 10% Rental Cut
British War Areas

ndon (By Air Mail) — Hull
ch of the CEA, in view of the
ne in cinema patronage, has
ed the suggestion that the KRS
sked to cut film rentals by 10
:ent. The suggestion was adopt-
n view of the forced closing of a
ber of film theaters if relief is

forthcoming.

M ro Devises New Herald
an exhibitor aid for "Boom
Metro has devised a new,

fci-type herald. It is a four-color
Jess job on super-stock and, in-

J
d of the usual small folded affair,
iat" and 11 x 14 in size.

In Appreciation
Meredith, N. H —The Meredith fire

spartment received the proceeds of the
rst performance when the Key Theater
as reopened here after fire damage, in

apreciation of the firemen's quick work
i halting the blaze.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

THURN-TAXIS, ALEXIS. Was formerly known as Cliff Wheeler. Educated
' at Syracuse and Yale. Son of Prince Sasha Thurn-Taxis. Was chief of

staff for General Milan Sefanic of French Army, in military and diplomatic

service as captain in French, Czechoslovak and Imperial Russian armies;

as aide to Admiral Koltchak. Entered pictures in

1916 at Universal City through Rex Ingram. Di-

rected "Comrades," "One Splendid Hour," "Bit

of Heaven," "Into No Man's Land," "Havana

Shadows." Directed foreign films including

"Sissy." Sold original story for Mae West, "Me
and the King" to Paramount. Wrote and directed

for Cines in Rome and Sasha Studios in Vienna.

Joined Universal as director. Produced and directed

six features in Italian and English for Cines-

Pittaluga, in Rome, Italy. Was an assistant direc-

tor on "Gone With the Wind." Now directing

"Gypsy Cavalier" in English and Spanish for In-

ternational Pictures, Inc.

RCA Earns $1,415,728

To Nearly Double Net

(.Continued from Page 1)

sponding period a year ago. Fig-
ures released include the usual de-

ductions. Net is equivalent to .044

on the common stock, 13,881,016
outstanding. This compares with a
loss of .006 in the second quarter of

1939.
Issued coincidentally with the

second quarter figures of 1940 was
a consolidated statement which dis-

closed that the first six months of

the present year brought the com-
pany a net of $3,728,621.76 as
against $2,172,201.15, or earnings
on the outstanding common of .152

as compared with .040 for the first

half of 1939.

Sarnoff also announced the fol-

lowing dividends had been declared:

(1) on the outstanding shares of

$3.50 Cumulative Convertible First
Preferred stock, 87% cents per share,
for the period from July 1, to Sept.

30, payable on Oct. 1, to the holders
of record on Sept. 6, and, (2) on the
outstanding shares of "B" Preferred
stock, $1.25 per share, for the same
period also, payable Oct. 1, to hold-
ers of record Sept. 6.

American Seating Earns
$100,197 in Six Months

American Seating Co. reports for
the six months ended June 30, 1940,
a net profit of $100,197 after depre-
ciation, interest, federal income
taxes, and other deductions, equal to

45 cents a share on 221,062 no-par
shares of common stock.

This compares with a net loss of
$53,818 in the first half of 1939.

Argentine Oil Company
Back of Police Pix Ban?

Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)

—

Pressure allegedly brought to bear
by the State Oil Company is said
to have brought the police order pro-
hibiting exhibition of Korda's "The
Lion Has Wings" in Comodoro Riva-
davia.

"Brigham Young" to Show
At Advanced Prices

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — "Brigham Young,"

20th Century-Fox production, will be
shown at advanced prices throughout
the country. Prices will advance
25 per cent for matinees and 33 per
cent for night showings in first-run
theaters. World premiere will be
held in Salt Lake City Aug. 23 at
four theaters. On that date it will
also be shown in 26 keys.

DATE BOOK

Aug. 6: Conn. MPTO Golf Tournament, Race
Brook Country Club.

Aug. 7: Washington Warner outing, Baur's
House, Bay Ridge, Md.

Aug. 9: SPC dance, Hotel Pierre Roof.

Aug. 18: AMPTO of Western Pennsylvania out-
ing, Herman Farm, Carnegie.

Aug. 20: Northern Penn. Get-Together, Con-
neaut Lake Hotel.

Aug. 21 : Screen Publicists Guild convention,
Hollywood.

Aug. 21 : Baltimore Variety Club Chesapeake
Bay cruise.

Aug. 23: Washington Variety Club golf tourna-
ment, Manor Club, Norbeck, Md.

Aug. 23: Cleveland Variety Club golf tourna-
ment, Grantland Country Club.

Aug. 22-24: National Television Convention,
Roosevelt Hotel, Hollywood.

Aug. 26: Indianapolis Variety Club golf tourna-
ment, Broadmoor Country Club.

Aug. 27-28: West Virginia Managers Asso-
ciation convention, Greenbrier Hotel, White
Sulphur Springs.

Sept. 4-5: Commonwealth circuit convention,
Hotel President, Kansas City.

Sept. 12-14: Biological Photographic Association
convention, Hotel Schroeder, Milwaukee.

Sept. 13: Philadelphia Variety Club-The Exhibi-
tor golf tournament, Philmont Country Club.

Sept. 25-27: New Jersey Allied convention,
President Hotel, Atlantic City.

Oct. 26: Cinema Lodge, B'nai B'rith, banquet,
Hotel Pennsylvania.

Nov. 11: A F of L convention opens, New
Orleans.

Nov. 21: Motion Picture Associates ball. Hotel
Astor.

Dec. 12: Philly Variety Club dinner Bellevue
Stratford.

>8» islM^w a®
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Fix Time Limits

For "Escape" Use

(Continued from Page 1)

had been anticipated that the draft

would be finalized on Friday, but
sufficient progress was not made, it

is understood.

Hayes, Sher to Take Draft

If the task is completed during the

day, James P. Hayes and Robert
Sher, special assistants to the At-
torney General, will leave immed-
iately for Washington with the

draft. The Government, however,
refers to the draft as "preliminary,"
indicating that while it embraces the

majors' views, there is still a pos-
sibility that changes will be asked
by Thurman Arnold, chief of the

Anti-Trust Division.

The "escape clause" contains a

provision fixing a minimum time
during which the decree will be ef-

fective before any of the companies
can move to set aside the decree on
certain specified grounds, it was
said.

Under terms of the decree, any
company which seeks to attack the

decree after expiration of the mini-

mum period, will be compelled to

prove to Judge Goddard that cer-

tain economic disadvantages have
resulted to company participants.

One of the disadvantages which the

escape clause contemplates is the
possible encroachment on the Big
Five's business by non-participating

companies such as the Little Three
and independents.

Can Cite Loss as Attack Basis

Another basis for a successful

attack under the "escape clause"

will be affirmative proof by the com-
pany seeking to upset the decree
that the selling methods set forth

have caused a substantial loss or

have in any other way proved un-
feasible.

Besides providing for a minimum
period, during which the escape
clause is inoperative, the decree also

sets up a maximum period after
which no attack can be made, of-

ficials said.

Government and company attor-

neys met Friday at the 20th Cen-
tury-Fox office for the purpose of

compiling into one comprehensive
draft the various subjects discussed.

The greater part of the work con-
sisted of setting forth in exact and
final legal phraseology the various

provisions of the proposed decree.

Rosewood Absorbing Tax
Chicago—The Rosewood theater

has dropped its prices to absorb the

Federal tax.

24-Hour Bowling
Debuts in Chicago

Chicago—All-night bowling has made
its debut here via the Arena and the

Playdium. Former also has an ice skat-

ing rink. It's reported other alleys

also may go on a 24-hour schedule.

with PHIL At. OALYi
• • • BEHIND the headlines which tell of the sensational

success of the current Disney Festival is a yam well worth

the spinning for it proves that keen judgment and sound strategy

still loom large in this industry So. here goes: On June

30. 1939, "Snow White," somewhat to the amazement of many

was withdrawn from circulation despite the fact that it was doing

very well, thank you, in hundreds of repeat engagements The

reason for the step was simply that the solons of the Disney and

RKO Radio organizations had their thinking-caps firmly on their

skulls and their far-sighted spectacles fixed upon an espe-

cially golden future —golden not only for themselves but

for the exhibitors of all the land

T
• • • WITH these spectacles they had already exam-

ined the revenues which "Snow White" had been piling-up

in the repeat engagements and they saw one fact very

clearly —that the longer the elapsed-time 'twixt original

and repeat engagement the better the "take" and so

they concluded that if "Snow White" were yanked off the mar-

ket and re-issued sometime later that, in the interim,

public appetite would be sharpened and that a large bloc

of youngsters would have come to cinema age Further, that

segment of grown-ups and their offspring who hadn't through

some circumstance seen the picture at all would represent

an added audience "potential" for the exhibitor

T T
• • • BEFORE "Snow White" was re-issued at all the method

of doing so was carefully studied and analyzed This cor-

ner has personally seen the magnificent, logical and scientific processes

which led to this step and to the selection of the proper

time The result is the Disney Festival Program comprising

not only "Snow White" but a carefully and brilliantly chosen

surrounding array of Disney shorts —"Donald's Lucky Day," "Ugly

Duckling," "Three Little Pigs," and "Ferdinand the Bull" Exhaus-

tive probing and public test-runs determined this array The entire

conception of the Disney Festival as well as its commercial me-

chanics is something of prime excellence To box-offices every-

where it is destined to be as refreshing and stimulating as a
bracing breeze

T T T
• e • STUFF—Walter Wanger clarions that starting in

September leading museums from coast to coast will

exhibit the first series of paintings ever created by U. S. artists

utilizing the scenes and characters of a motion picture
—his own, "The Long Voyage Home" Paramount's "Virginia"

now being produced in Charlottesville, Va arabbed-

off a huge hunk of national publicity when syndicate boys
and photogs hied down to the Virginian scene of action

shepherded by Tom Waller and Herb Berg o' the h.o Didja

see in the week-end dailies that Charles E. Wilson, G-E
prexy, and A. F. Sulzer, Eastman Kodak prexy have been
named members of Governor Lehman's new Defense Coun-
cil to speed-up national preparedness as it applies to New York
State? And also that former Supreme Court Justice Joseph
M. Proskauer prominent in pix legal circles had ac-

cepted candidacy as an N. Y. Presidential elector? Why,
it's gotten so you can't read an important story in the newspapers
these days without discovering that it has a movie flavor!

Even the front-page salvo that Edward J. Flynn was named the
new Democratic National chairman proves the point
—he being a member of Goldwater and Flynn counsel for
K-A-O and M. J. Meehanl

Theaters to Aid

Red Cross Drive

f

(Continued from Page 1)

headed by Maj. L. E. Thompson
RKO and embracing representati

of all theater interests.

Speaking for the committee i

lowing the session, Major Thor
son said:

"In co-operation with the
chapter of the Red Cross in

city and town, it is planned to

list every theater in the celeb

tion of Red Cross Week, urg

everyone to join the Red Cross ;

enroll as a member. It is belie

that the theaters are in a posit

to make the 1940 membership di

of the Red Cross an outstand
success, and that a whole-heai
effort in support of this Ann
Roll Call will greatly increase

membership in the Red Cross, wl

is the foundation of all Red Ci

activities.

"The successful conclusion of

special war relief fund campa
which was started by the Red Ci

on May 10 of this year opens
way to a demonstration of natic

unity by greatly increased em
ment in the Red Cross at the t

of the Annual Roll Call in Nov
ber. Between now and Nov. 1

Committee will develop deta

plans for theater co-operation,

establish and organize regional

city committees to co-ordinate
drive and to co-operate with the

cal chapters of the Red Cross
publicity, theater decorations,

of the screen, etc.

"The Committee earnestly des

the co-operation of every exhib

and theater manager to make
campaign an outstanding suci

for the worthy purpose of the

Cross and a credit to the mo
picture industry."

War Bonus Adds £35,00

To Brit. Cinema Wage B

London (By Air Mail)—Agreen
on the war bonus between the (

and branches and the NATKE,
estimated, will raise the wage
of British picture theaters by 35

pounds per month.

Chi. Luncheon for Donlevy
Chicago—J. J. Donohue toss*

luncheon at the Blackstohe here
Brian Donlevy and Mrs. Donl
here for the trade showing of

"

Great McGinty."

2V. O. Exhibs. Scissor
'

Cast Introduction
New Orleans—Use of several fram

of film to introduce the characters

serials with explanatory subtitles is cor
sidered an out and out nuisance I

several independent theaters here.

The exhibs. claim that when the vi

lains are shown, the kids hiss and shoi

and stomp, with the result that the old

patrons are annoyed. They claim a ca

of characters would do as well and ol

viate this. Several houses are trimmii

the cast introductions out.
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j

52 weeks was $877,780.65 as

rst $1,134,710 for the preceding
.... Para, reported a sharp ad-
>e in its earnings for the second
•ter, figure being $1,478,000 . . .

"ey of forthcoming short sub-
production revealed a new sea-
budget of $12,500,000, plus an
tional $5,100,000 for newsreels.
.dard Trade and Securities sur-
forecast higher earnings gener-
in the year's fourth quarter.

* * *

MM. MENACE: Allied's com-
ee surveying the 16 mm. field and
menace to the industry plans a
ting in New York when it will

ent its case against itinerants,
chants giving free 16 mm. shows,
particularly in Indiana and

ligan . . . All arms of the pix in-

ry in Pennsylvania was reported
.ng in fighting the 16 mm. peril

xhibs.
* * *

HIS AND THAT: Exchange biz
he Gulf States was reported up
I five to 10 per cent . . . Stand-
Theaters of Oklahoma City is

ving its hold-over policy in order
ihow product nearer its national
ase date . . . Coast unions and
ds took a sharp crack at the

Jf>DA's plea that nearly 6,000 in-

ly workers be exempted from the
r provisions of the Wage-Hour

. . . New Coast company, Forum
is, will produce 16 and 32 mm.

Is in color for the use of schools
higher institutions of learning . .

3 of Illinois rapped Sam Goldwyn

J
his "linen washing" in a recent

^vepost article . . . Selling situa-
in Chi. lags with buying restrict-

;o the country districts . . . RKO
io will ask top terms for its

ch of Time feature, "The Ram-
ts We Watch"—terms equal to
se obtained for "Snow White and
Seven Dwarfs" . . . 20th-Fox re-
;ed production three months
jad of deliveries . . . Henry Gins-

2 j was elected vice-prexy of Para-
mt Pictures . . . Peter Colli, on
val from Central American field,

orted the Havana conference of
' American Republics as forecast-
benefits for the pix industry . . .

"iday pix issue to the fore again in
IIy and other Pa. towns . . . Bos-
closings show a drop of 50 per

"t . . . Fifteen new features went
> production at seven Coast stu-

t

NEDDING BELLS

' Jew Haven—William Pavone, of

National Theater Supply Co.

, will be married today to Mur-
Broderick of New Haven, at St.

"s Church, after which the
pie will take a Virginia Beach
ise. Pavone is son of the Uni-
sal salesman here.

Pittsburgh B. O. Holds Own
New Houses Show Steady Gain; More Building

{Continued from Page 1)

weather or some other local condi-
tion caused a serious decrease.
With the main industries in this

territory steel and coal, it is a fact

that during the past few months
business has improved in many spots
where mills that were operating only
part time during the same period
last year have been working full

time. Even department stores re-

port an increase during the first

half of this year compared with last.

As a result, only three or four the-

aters have closed for the Summer,
although a few are operating only
three or four nights a week.
Another true indication that ex-

hibition in this territory is holding
its own, to say the least, is the
steady increase in the number of

new theaters, of which no less than
sight have been constructed since

Jan. 1, with six or seven more now
being built and expected to open
by Fall. Also, a large number of

old theaters are being remodeled and
enlarged in seating capacity, includ-

ing several first-run theaters in key
towns.

In this city there have been more
holdovers in the downtown first-run

theaters than in any previous year.
Practically every picture that has
played Loew's Penn and the Harris-
Alvin Theaters (with the exception
of double bills at the latter house)
have received extended engagements
of from one to three weeks. Produc-
tions such as GWTW, "Rebecca,"
etc., have broken all existing b.o.

records here.

Weak Pix and Radio Blamed
For St. Louis Business Dip

St. Louis—Exhibs. in this city and
vicinity claim business during the
first half of the year was off from
25 to 40 per cent, with everything
from radio opposition to weak prod-
uct said sharing the responsibility
for the dip.

Radio opposition is linked with the
war. Contrasting the situation to-

day with that during the last World
War, exhibs. point out that in 1917
and 1918, war newsreels were "dy-
namite" at the box-office, whereas
today, radio, with its continuous re-

port on the war, plus the heavy
newspaper play given to war pho-
tos, have dampened interest in

newsreels.
St. Louis has two newspaper-

owned radio stations—KSD, oper-
ated by the Post-Dispatch, and the
Star-Times' KXOK. Each has been
endeavoring to outdo the other with
war bulletins: KMOX, CBS station,

has kept pace.

Ohio Houses Catering to Low
Income Groups Find Biz Down

Cleveland—Fewer summer clos-

ings in this territory does not re-

flect better biz, exhibs. insist. On
Ihe contrary, a survey of owners of

subsequent-run houses in the Cleve-
land area shows that a definite drop
in business ranging from 9 per cent

to 16 per cent prevailed for the first

six months of 1940 as compared
with grosses for 1939.

First-run grosses, according to a

check of the take for the same six

month periods, have been about on a
par. This is interpreted as show-
ing that theaters catering to patrons
in the higher income brackets were
not affected by the fluctuation of

general business conditions while
theaters catering to patrons in the
lower income brackets were disas-

trously hit by the economic and em-
ployment situation in the Cleveland
area.

Oklahoma City Downtown
Houses Worst Hit by Drop
Oklahoma City—Grosses of local

theaters during the first half of 1940
are estimated to have been down 20

to 25 per cent, the comparison being
with "takes" in the same period a
year ago. The war and the employ-
ment stiuation are held major fac-

tors in the drop.

Local downtown theaters came in

for the largest percentage of loss

for this year as compared with the

suburban houses. Several of the
outlying suburban houses seem to

have normal business but these are
in the 15 and 25 cent class.

Allied Sees Early

Action on Neely Bill

{Continued from Page 1)

cancellations proportionately among
several brackets.
He asserted that the others ap-

parently were permitting cancella-
tions only in the lowest price brack-
et. If this is true, Myers said, "tell

your Congressmen so they can better
appreciate the need for legislation."

N. D. Theater Owners
Join Northwest Allied

(Continued from Page 1)

lied's board of governors. North
Dakota unit consists of 23 members
in the Eastern part of the state and
are the biggest operators in the
area.
A meeting of exhibitors in the

Western part of the state has been
called for Aug. 17 in Mandan, N. D.,

and efforts to form another unit will

be made. F. E. Wetzstein, president
of the North Dakota Theater Own-
ers, is expected to take part in the
conferences.

Barr at Amusement Park

Grand Rapids, Mich.—Fred J.

Barr, formerly manager of Butter-
field's Keith and Majestic theaters,

is now managing Ramona Amuse-
ment Park here.
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Fix Time Limits

For "Escape" Use

(Continued from Page 1)

had been anticipated that the draft
would be finalized on Friday, but
sufficient progress was not made, it

is understood.

Hayes, Sher to Take Draft

If the task is completed during the
day, James F. Hayes and Robert
Sher, special assistants to the At-
torney General, will leave immed-
iately for Washington with the
draft. The Government, however,
refers to the draft as "preliminary,"
indicating that while it embraces the

majors' views, there is still a pos-
sibility that changes will be asked
by Thurman Arnold, chief of the
Anti-Trust Division.
The "escape clause" contains a

provision fixing a minimum time
during which the decree will be ef-

fective before any of the companies
can move to set aside the decree on
certain specified grounds, it was
said.

Under terms of the decree, any
company which seeks to attack the

decree after expiration of the mini-
mum period, will be compelled to

prove to Judge Goddard that cer-

tain economic disadvantages have
resulted to company participants.

One of the disadvantages which the
escape clause contemplates is the
possible encroachment on the Big
Five's business by non-participating
companies such as the Little Three
and independents.

Can Cite Loss as Attack Basis

Another basis for a successful
attack under the "escape clause"
will be affirmative proof by the com-
pany seeking to upset the decree
that the selling methods set forth
have caused a substantial loss or

have in any other way proved un-
feasible.

Besides providing for a minimum
period, during which the escape
clause is inoperative, the decree also

sets up a maximum period after
which no attack can be made, of-

ficials said.

Government and company attor-

neys met Friday at the 20th Cen-
tury-Fox office for the purpose of

compiling into one comprehensive
draft the various subjects discussed.
The greater part of the work con-
sisted of setting forth in exact and
final legal phraseology the various
provisions of the proposed decree.

Rosewood Absorbing Tax
Chicago—The Rosewood theater

has dropped its prices to absorb the
Federal tax.

24-Hour Bowling
Debuts in Chicago

Chicago—All-night bowling has made
its debut here via the Arena and the
Playdium. Former also has an ice skat-
ing rink. It's reported other alleys

also may go on a 24-hour schedule.

• • • BEHIND the headlines which tell of the sensational

success of the current Disney Festival is a yarn well worth

the spinning for it proves that keen judgment and sound strategy

still loom large in this industry So, here goes: On June

30, 1939, "Snow White," somewhat to the amazement of many

was withdrawn from circulation despite the fact that it was doing

very well, thank you, in hundreds of repeat engagements The

reason for the step was simply that the solons of the Disney and

RKO Radio organizations had their thinking-caps firmly on their

skulls and their far-sighted spectacles fixed upon an espe-

cially golden future —golden not only for themselves but

for the exhibitors of all the land

T T
• • • WITH these spectacles they had already exam-

ined the revenues which "Snow White" had been piling-up

in the repeat engagements and they saw one fact very

clearly —that the longer the elapsed-time 'twixt original

and repeat engagement the better the "take" and so

they concluded that if "Snow White" were yanked off the mar-

ket and re-issued sometime later that, in the interim,

public appetite would be sharpened and that a large bloc

of youngsters would have come to cinema age Further, that

segment of grown-ups and their offspring who hadn't through

some circumstance seen the picture at all would represent

an added audience "potential" for the exhibitor

T T T
• • • BEFORE "Snow White" was re-issued at all the method

of doing so was carefully studied and analyzed This cor-

ner has personally seen the magnificent, logical and scientific processes

which led to this step and to the selection of the proper

time The result is the Disney Festival Program comprising

not only "Snow White" but a carefully and brilliantly chosen

surrounding array of Disney shorts -

—
"Donald's Lucky Day," "Ugly

Duckling," "Three Little Pigs," and "Ferdinand the Bull" Exhaus-

tive probing and public test-runs determined this array The entire

conception of the Disney Festival as well as its commercial me-
chanics is something of prime excellence To box-offices every-

where it is destined to be as refreshing and stimulating as a
bracing breeze

T T T
• e • STUFF—Walter Wanger clarions that starting in

September leading museums from coast to coast will

exhibit the first series of paintings ever created by U. S. artists

utilizing the scenes and characters of a motion picture
—his own, "The Long Voyage Home" Paramount's "Virginia"

now being produced in Charlottesville, Va grabbed-
off a huge hunk of national publicity when syndicate boys
and photogs hied down to the Virginian scene of action

shepherded by Tom Waller and Herb Berg o' the h.o Didja
see in the week-end dailies that Charles E. Wilson, G-E
prexy, and A. F. Sulzer, Eastman Kodak prexy have been
named members of Governor Lehman's new Defense Coun-
cil to speed-up national preparedness as it applies to New York
State? And also that former Supreme Court Justice Joseph
M. Proskauer prominent in pix legal circles had ac-
cepted candidacy as an N. Y. Presidential elector? Why,
it's gotten so you can't read an important story in the newspapers
these days without discovering that it has a movie flavor!

Even the front-page salvo that Edward J. Flynn was named the
new Democratic National chairman proves the point—he being a member of Goldwater and Flynn counsel for
K-A-O and M. J. Meehanl

Theaters to Aid

Red Cross Drive

(Continued from Page 1)

headed by Maj. L. E. Thompson
RKO and embracing representati
of all theater interests.

Speaking for the committee
lowing the session, Major Thoi
son said: f

"In co-operation with the(*
chapter of the Red Cross in e\

city and town, it is planned to

list every theater in the celet

tion of Red Cross Week, urg
everyone to join the Red Cross

;

enroll as a member. It is belie

that the theaters are in a posit

to make the 1940 membership di

of the Red Cross an outstand
success, and that a whole-heai
effort in support of this Ann'
Roll Call will greatly increase
membership in the Red Cross, wr
is the foundation of all Red Ci

activities.

"The successful conclusion of
special war relief fund campa
which was started by the Red Ci
on May 10 of this year opens
way to a demonstration of natic

unity by greatly increased enr
ment in the Red Cross at the t

of the Annual Roll Call in Nov
ber. Between now and Nov. 1 '

Committee will develop deta
plans for theater co-operation,

j

establish and organize regional
city committees to co-ordinate
drive and to co-operate with the
cal chapters of the Red Cross
publicity, theater decorations,
of the screen, etc.

"The Committee earnestly des

the co-operation of every exhib
and theater manager to make
campaign an outstanding succ

for the worthy purpose of the '.

Cross and a credit to the moi
picture industry."

War Bonus Adds £35,001

To Brit. Cinema Wage Bi

London (By Air Mail)—Agreem
on the war bonus between the C
and branches and the NATKE, i !

estimated, will raise the wage I

of British picture theaters by 35,

pounds per month.

Chi. Luncheon for Donlevy
Chicago—J. J. Donohue tossei

luncheon at the Blackstohe here
Brian Donlevy and Mrs. Donk
here for the trade showing of
Great McGinty."

2V. O. Exhibs. Scissor
Cast Introductions

New Orleans—Use of several frame:

of film to introduce the characters ii

serials with explanatory subtitles is con-
sidered an out and out nuisance b;

several independent theaters here.
The exhibs. claim that when the vil-

lains are shown, the kids hiss and shou
and stomp, with the result that the olde

patrons are annoyed. They claim a cas

of characters would do as well and ob
viate this. Several houses are trimming
the cast introductions out.
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52 weeks was $877,780.65 as
unst $1,134,710 for the preceding
ir . . . Para, reported a sharp ad-
ce in its earnings for the second
ter, figure being $1,478,000 . . .

ey of forthcoming short sub-
production revealed a new sea-
budget of $12,500,000, plus an

itional $5,100,000 for newsreels.
dard Trade and Securities sur-

t forecast higher earnings gener-
y in the year's fourth quarter.

16 MM. MENACE: Allied's com-
ttee surveying the 16 mm. field and
menace to the industry plans a

:eting in New York when it will

,;sent its case against itinerants,

<:rchants giving free 16 mm. shows,
:., particularly in Indiana and
chigan . . . All arms of the pix in-

stry in Pennsylvania was reported
ining in fighting the 16 mm. peril

I exhibs.
* * *

THIS AND THAT: Exchange biz
1 the Gulf States was reported up
>m five to 10 per cent . . . Stand-
d Theaters of Oklahoma City is

elving its hold-over policy in order

r
show product nearer its national

jease date . . . Coast unions and
aids took a sharp crack at the
PPDA's plea that nearly 6,000 in-

stry workers be exempted from the
[or provisions of the Wage-Hour
it . . . New Coast company, Forum
lms, will produce 16 and 32 mm.
)ms in color for the use of schools
id higher institutions of learning . .

TO of Illinois rapped Sam Goldwyn
r his "linen washing" in a recent
itevepost article . . . Selling situa-
m in Chi. lags with buying restrict-

I to the country districts . . . RKO
idio will ask top terms for its

!' arch of Time feature, "The Ram-
Arts We Watch"—terms equal to
.ose obtained for "Snow White and
.e Seven Dwarfs" . . . 20th-Fox re-
used production three months
lead of deliveries . . . Henry Gins-

(
;rg was elected vice-prexy of Para-
ount Pictures . . . Peter Colli, on
'rival from Central American field,

'ported the Havana conference of
le American Republics as forecast-
ig benefits for the pix industry . . .

;
unday pix issue to the fore again in

„ hilly and other Pa. towns . . . Bos-
>n closings show a drop of 50 per
nit . . . Fifteen new features went
ito production at seven Coast stu-

'.0S.

\ WEDDING BELLS

New Haven—William Pavone, of
le National Theater Supply Co.
&ff, will be married today to Mur-
1 Broderick of New Haven, at St.

lary's Church, after which the
ouple will take a Virginia Beach
ruise. Pavone is son of the Uni-

- ersal salesman here.

Pittsburgh B. O- Holds Own
New Houses Show Steady Gain; More Building

(Continued from Page 1)

weather or some other local condi-
tion caused a serious decrease.
With the main industries in this

territory steel and coal, it is a fact
that during the past few months
business has improved in many spots
where mills that were operating only
part time during the same period
last year have been working full

time. Even department stores re-

port an increase during the first

half of this year compared with last.

As a result, only three or four the-

aters have closed for the Summer,
although a few are operating only
three or four nights a week.
Another true indication that ex-

hibition in this territory is holding
its own, to say the least, is the
steady increase in the number of

new theaters, of which no less than
eight have been constructed since

Jan. 1, with six or seven more now
being built and expected to open
by Fall. Also, a large number of

old theaters are being remodeled and
enlarged in seating capacity, includ-

ing several first-run theaters in key
towns.

In this city there have been more
holdovers in the downtown first-run

theaters than in any previous year.

Practically every picture that has
played Loew's Penn and the Harris-
Alvin Theaters (with the exception
of double bills at the latter house)
have received extended engagements
of from one to three weeks. Produc-
tions such as GWTW, "Rebecca,"
etc., have broken all existing b.o.

records here.

Weak Pix and Radio Blamed
For St. Louis Business Dip

St. Louis—Exhibs. in this city and
vicinity claim business during the
first half of the year was off from
25 to 40 per cent, with everything
from radio opposition to weak prod-
uct said sharing the responsibility

for the dip.

Radio opposition is linked with the
war. Contrasting the situation to-

day with that during the last World
War, exhibs. point out that in 1917
and 1918, war newsreels were "dy-
namite" at the box-office, whereas
today, radio, with its continuous re-

port on the war, plus the heavy
newspaper play given to war pho-
tos, have dampened interest in

newsreels.
St. Louis has two newspaper-

owned radio stations—KSD, oper-
ated by the Post-Dispatch, and the
Star-Times' KXOK. Each has been
endeavoring to outdo the other with
war bulletins: KMOX, CBS station,

has kept pace.

Ohio Houses Catering to Low
Income Groups Find Biz Down

Cleveland—Fewer summer clos-

ings in this territory does not re-

flect better biz, exhibs. insist. On
the contrary, a survey of owners of

subsequent-run houses in the Cleve-
land area shows that a definite drop
in business ranging from 9 per cent

to 16 per cent prevailed for the first

six months of 1940 as compared
with grosses for 1939.

First-run grosses, according to a

check of the take for the same six

month periods, have been about on a

par. This is interpreted as show-
ing that theaters catering to patrons
in the higher income brackets were
not affected by the fluctuation of

general business conditions while
theaters catering to patrons in the

lower income brackets were disas-

trously hit by the economic and em-
ployment situation in the Cleveland
area.

Oklahoma City Downtown
Houses Worst Hit by Drop
Oklahoma City—Grosses of local

theaters during the first half of 1940
are estimated to have been down 20

to 25 per cent, the comparison being
with "takes" in the same period a
year ago. The war and the employ-
ment stiuation are held major fac-

tors in the drop.

Local downtown theaters came in

for the largest percentage of loss

for this year as compared with the

suburban houses. Several of the
outlying suburban houses seem to

have normal business but these are
in the 15 and 25 cent class.

Allied Sees Early

Action on Neely Bill

(Continued from Page 1)

cancellations proportionately among
several brackets.
He asserted that the others ap-

parently were permitting cancella-
tions only in the lowest price brack-
et. If this is true, Myers said, "tell

your Congressmen so they can better
appreciate the need for legislation."

N. D. Theater Owners
Join Northwest Allied

(Continued from Page 1)

lied's board of governors. North
Dakota unit consists of 23 members
in the Eastern part of the state and
are the biggest operators in the
area.
A meeting of exhibitors in the

Western part of the state has been
called for Aug. 17 in Mandan, N. D.,

and efforts to form another unit will

be made. F. E. Wetzstein, president
of the North Dakota Theater Own-
ers, is expected to take part in the
conferences.

Barr at Amusement Park

Grand Rapids, Mich.—Fred J.

Barr, formerly manager of Butter-
field's Keith and Majestic theaters,

is now managing Ramona Amuse-
ment Park here.
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"Mystery Sea Raider"
with Carole Landis, Henry Wilcoxon and

Onslow Stevens

Paramount 75 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

CORKING "WAR -AT -SEA" STORY
CHARGED WITH TENSE MOMENTS
SHOULD PLEASE PATRONS.

Associate Producer Eugene Zukor pre-

sents one of the most authentic "war-at-
sea" stories ever filmed. Not an expensive
film, "Mystery Sea Raider" is charged with

tense moments and suspenseful situations.

Almost the entire action of the film takes

place afloat.

Edward Dmytryk, director, has handled
his cast masterfully. It's the sensible lit-

tle touches, as much as the more than

good work of the performers, that make for

the picture's success. Henry Wilcoxon and
Onslow Stevens, both away from pictures

for some time, do excellent work in their

respective hero and heavy roles. Carole

Landis is lovely and competent. She hasn't

much to do.

Based on recent news stories, and the

actions of a mythical German Sea Raider,

the film is timely and exposes the operations

of foreign agents in America. The Apache,
a freighter tied up in New York harbor,

because of lack of cargo, is chartered by

Onslow Stevens, ostensibly an importer and

exporter, to carry cargo and salesmen on a

cruise to the Caribbean.

Henry Wilcoxon, her master, gets his

ship to sea only to have its command taken

from him at sea, and the ship turned into a

raider and supply ship for German Sub-

marines. Carole Landis stumbles aboard

before sailing and is taken along. After

weeks of raiding, a ruse of Wilcoxon's and

Carole, exposes the ship's operations to a

British cruiser who steams to the rescue.

Things look bad for the cruiser until Wil-

coxon and a group of captured seamen re-

take their ship, foil the plans of its prize

crew, and escape just before the raider is

destroyed.

Technical work on the picture is excel-

lent. Harry Fischbeck and Dewey Wrigley,

cameramen, have done a difficult task well.

Edward E. Paramore, Jr., screenplay, based

on Robert Grant's story, is an excellent

job of research and writing. Patrons will

like "Mystery Sea Raider."

CAST: Carole Landis, Henry Wilcoxon,

Onslow Stevens, Kathleen Howard, Wallace

Rairden, Sven-Hugo Borg, Henry Victor,

Roland Varno, Louis Adlon, Will Kaufman,

Monte Blue, Matthew Boulton, Gohr Van
Vleck, Jean Del Val, Kay Linaker, Reed
Howes, Philip Warren.

CREDITS: Producer, Eugene J. Zukor;

Director, Edward Dmytryk; Author, Robert

Grant; Screenplay, Edward E. Paramore, Jr.;

Cameramen, Harry Fischbeck and Dewey
Wrigley; Art Directors, Hans Dreier and

Robert Odell; Editor, Archie Marshek; Mu-
sical Director, Andrea Setaro; Technical

Advisor, Wallace Rairden.

DIRECTION, Masterful. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Swell.

"Pride" Clicking

"Pride and Prejudice" is proving
its box-office value everywhere in its

first key city showings, M-G-M re-

ported over the week-end. Opening
day at six new spots resulted in

business far exceeding normal.

"Golden Gloves"
with Richard Denning, Jean Cagney,

J. Carrol Naish
Paramount 69 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

EXPOSE OF AMATEUR BOXING RACKET
WITH CAST OF YOUNGSTERS IS DI-
RECTED AT THE YOUNGER GENERATION.

Something a little different because it is

obviously directed at the younger genera-
tion, this film pleased the premiere audience
very much. There are no names in the cast,

but the group of youngsters headed by Jean
Cagney, Richard Denning and Robert Paige,

handle their assignments well under the
guidance of Edward Dmytryk. Screenplay
by Maxwell Shane and Lewis R. Foster, from
Shane's original, holds together well, ex-
posing throughout the show lines that speak
well for his knowledge of the writers craft.

A boy is killed in an amateur prize fight,

leaving his sister (Jean Cagney) bitter

against amateur fighting and all it stands
for. Robert Paige, a sports editor, when
his editor refuses to print the story be-
hind the story—the exploitation of young
boys by J. Carrol Naish, a rascally pro-

moter—quits his job and goes to work for

a smaller newspaper and vows to clean up
amateur boxing and expose the graft and
corruption which has held it down.
He solicits the assistance of Richard Den-

ning, Jean's sweetheart, but because of her

feelings in the matter, Denning refuses. To
win her over, Paige resorts to flattery and
escorts her to swanky affairs until he has

her consent to permit her boy friend to

enter a coming "Golden Gloves" contest.

Misunderstanding her interest in Paige,

Denning breaks with the girl, but continues

in the contest. J. Carrol Naish, kills a

young fighter, and hires a ringer to fight

Denning in an effort to save his racket,

but eventually, of course, everything turns

out well. The boy and girl marry, and the

"Golden Gloves" go on to national fame.

Associate Producer, William C. Thomas,
has done an excellent piece of work. Camera
work by Henry Sharp is excellent.

CAST: Richard Denning, Jean Cagney,
J. Carrol Naish, Robert Paige, William Fraw-

ley, Edward S. Brophy, Robert Ryan, George
Ernest, David Durand, James Seay, Sidney

Miller, Johnnie Morris, Frank Coghlan, Jr.,

Alec Craig, Thomas E. Jackson, Lorraine

Krueger, Leona Roberts, John Gallaudet,

Pierre Watkin.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, William

C. Thomas; Director, Edward Dmytryk; Au-
thor, Maxwell Shane; Screenplay, Maxwell
Shane and Lewis R. Foster; Cameraman,
Henry Sharp; Art Directors, Hans Dreier

and William Flannery; Musical Director,

Sigmund Krumgold; Editor, Doane Harrison.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Excellent.

Master Photographers
Signs Local 21314 Pact

Master Photographers, Inc., of

443-445 West 41st St., through
Prexy Samuel Stern, has signed a

pact with Local 21314, American
Federation of Commercial and Photo
Employes Union (A F of L). Stern's
company is one of the chief sources
of supply to the local film industry
of slides, ad photos, and copies.

"Sing, Dance, Plenty
Hot"

with Ruth Terry and Johnny Downs

Republic 70 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

MUSICAL WITH PLENTY OF ACTION
AND LAUGHS INTRODUCES CLEVER NEW
COMEDY TEAM.

This is a musical film with plenty of ac-

tion and plenty of laughs. Robert North

has done a good job as Associate Producer.

A new comedy team, Billy Gilbert and Bar-

bara Allen, (Vera Vague of the radio)

make their debut and kept the preview

audience roaring with their several skits

together. Lew Landers, no newcomer to

the ranks of comedy film directors, kept

things moving at a fast and merry clip.

Johnny Downs and Ruth Terry, as the

"boy and girl," handle their roles nicely.

They are a fresh, clean-cut couple. Lester

Matthews, a rascally charity show producer,

induces a couple of old spinster ladies,

Barbara Allen and Elizabeth Risdon, to

back a revue, the proceeds of which are

to be turned over to an orphanage. Johnny

Downs, the assistant director and leading

man of the show, teams up with the

spinster's niece, (Ruth Terry) and when
it is discovered, is ordered out of the

family mansion, and the show is called off.

The intervention of a group of the or-

phans, headed by Mary Lee, who, by the

way, is the possessor of one of the finest

"blues" voices in town, puts the show back

into rehearsal, only to have the entire

show blow up when it is discovered that

the promoter is a crook. Billy Gilbert,

posing as a stage-struck business man,

turns out to be a policeman, and after

making love to one of the spinsters, posing

as an East Indian Princess, and kidnapping

the producer and his wife, brings back the

money in the nick of time.

The show goes on and the orphanage is

saved. Outstanding is the comedy of Gil-

bert. He is given more footage than any

other of the cast, and his hilarious antics

should be good for a lot of ticket sales.

Bradford Ropes, Vera Caspary, and Gor-

don Rigby, who collaborated on the script,

did well. Songs by Jule Styne, George R.

Brown and Sol Meyer are tuneful. Photog-
raphy was good.

CAST: Ruth Terry, Johnny Downs, Bar-

bara Allen (Vera Vague), Billy Gilbert,

Claire Carleton, Mary Lee, Elizabeth Ris-

don, Lester Matthews, Leonard Carey.

CREDITS: Assocaite Producer, Robert
North; Director, Lew Landers; Authors, Vera
Caspary, Bradford Ropes; Screenplay, Brad-

ford Ropes; Adaptation, Gordon Rigby;

Cameraman, Ernest Miller; Supervising Edi-

tor, Murray Seldeen; Editor, Edward Mann;
Art Director, John Victor Mackay; Musical
Director, Cy Feuer; Songs, Jule Styne,

George R. Brown and Sol Meyer; Dance
Director, Larry Ceballos.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Chi. Erkmger to UBO
Chicago—UBO, headed by Mark

Heiman, has leased the Erlanger
for another year, according to J. H.
Kahane, RKO attorney here. Shu-
berts are reported taking over the
Studebaker.

"Dr. Christian Meets
the Women"

with Jean Hersholt, Dorothy Lovett, Edg

Kennedy, Rod LaRoque, Frank Albertson

RKO Radio 68 Min

MILDLY EFFECTIVE DRAMATIC RC

MANCE SPIKED WITH COMEDY; WJt
DO ESPECIALLY FOR AVERAGE STANli

"Dr. Christian Meets the Women" w
|

in turn meet audience approval chief

through the capable acting by Jean Hershc;

of a sympathetic role, the supporting effor

of the cast, and such moments of comei
as the vehicle offers. Otherwise it is i

innocuous offering, earmarked more to me
the season's product demand than to supp

scintillating entertainment.

Judging from examination of the opi

and audience reaction, the picture, eve

though a country doctor is the key figu
J

and exhibits all the solidity of his profe

sion and sex, appeals not nearly as mu<

to the male gender as to the femmes. Th
is chiefly due to the character of the stor

which discloses how a slick racketeer mule
a small community's women of their go

and health via appeals to their pride (ai

whatever loose reasoning they possess)

take his course on slenderizing.

Rod LaRocque handles the assignment
the "thinning man" with good dramat
effect, playing against the conscientio

legit medico role of Hersholt. The latt

both crusades and pursuades among i

patients to arrest their folly. Many ui

heeding victims land near death's door, ii

eluding the comely Dorothy Lovett who h

the femme lead. Love interest is supplii

via a shoddy romance 'twixt her and Frai

Albertson, the racketeering physical cultu

ist's assistant.

While love triumphs in the end, as do

justice, the script puts Albertson's role

wishy-washy light, since it provides i

him to "break" with his shady employ
only after Miss Lovett has to be all b

snatched from the arms of eternity,—a sta

in which she was placed by the slenderizii

methods. Technically the film is okay, b

like the victims at the finale it's too th

entertainment.

CAST: Jean Hersholt, Dorothy Love

Edgar Kennedy, Rod LaRoque, Frank Alber

son, Marilyn Merrick, Maude Eburne, Ve
Ann Borg, Lelah Taylor, William Gou
Phyllis Kennedy, Bertha Priestley, Died

Vale, Heinie Conklin.

CREDITS: Producer, William Stepher

Director, William McGann; Associate Pr

ducer, Monroe Shaff; Story Editor, Dorot

Barstow; Assistant Director, Gordon S. Gr
fith; Director of Photography, John Altc

Art Director, Bernard Herzbrun; Music
C. Bakaleinikoff; Recording Director,

John Myers; Film Editor, Edward Mann; S

Dressings by Earl Wooden; Costumes, Mor
Friedman.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPH
Good.

Navarre to Operate House
Seattle, Wash.—Guy F. Navarii

formerly head of United Artists E
\

change here, will operate a new 60

seat house in the University Di

trict. Bjarne Moe is the archite

for the $55,000 building bei)

erected by Roy E. Meister.
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ewjreels Consider

| A. Laboratory

(Continued from Page 1)

may ask for Government assist-

e in building a plant.

t present, newsreel shots are

t to the U. S. for printing and
n returned to South American

m Alliance Appoints
wards Sales Director

1

(Continued from Page 1)

es over his new duties officially

lay.

Future of Fine Arts, in view of
! production inactivity, is not cer-

i. Several pictures were sched-

d for production during the
ring and Summer but were post-

aed without explanation. The
ppany's New York office will be
charge of Pat Shanahan.

leanwhile, Film Alliance has
.eduled the first ten pictures of

1940-41 program and will re-

kse one feature every two weeks.
iese pictures are "Spies in the Air,"
urder in the Night," "Hell's

fcgo," "False Rapture," "Let
,orge Do It," "The Chinese Bun-
ilow," "Death at Broadcasting
'fuse," "Sensation," "Secret Jour-

f and "Tiger Bay."

Norman Elson, in charge of the
stern division, leaves today on an

;
;ht-week sales tour to set dates
"Let George Do It," described as
gland's ace comedy and which is

?dited with having grossed more
in $1,000,000 despite the air raids
d threatened invasion.

It is expected that several of the
pie Arts franchise holders will ac-
ire Film Alliance franchises.

ley and Moran Plan
ew Circuit for Texas

Fort Worth, Tex.—P. R. Isley and
. P. Moran have purchased the
xas Theater, second-run, as the
st of a proposed new Texas group
theaters. Earl Penix was the

rmer owner. Isley and Moran for-
3rly were connected with South-
estem Theaters, Inc., operating
eaters in Oklahoma, Missouri and
ansas.

•,000 for the Red Cross
Troy, Ala.—Alabama Theaters,
c, with more than 15 houses in

Suthern Alabama, have donated
000 to the Red Cross since June 1.

So?
Superior, Wis.—Outstanding example

of alliterative copy is this piece from
the Superior Theater ad as follows:
"Star-Studded Shows Starting Saturday
at the Super-Scrumptious Superior The-
ater are two Scintillating, Sparkling,
Star-Studded, Stupendously Successful
Stories Sure to Stir, Startle and Satisfy
Superior Cinema Scouts Seeking Smash
Screen Shows!"

ADOLESCENT
PRICES HELP

Mich. Associated Theaters

Circuit Gets Family Biz

Detroit — Adolescent admission
prices are a new feature adopted by
Associated Theaters circuit at houses
in Detroit, Wyandotte, Trenton, and
Flint. Under the new schedule of
prices, adolescents, between 13 and
15 years of age, inclusive, may be ad-
mitted for 15 cents—this applies in
all houses where the regular adult
admission is 20, 25 cents, or higher.
This leaves the children's admission
at 10 cents as in the past.
The new admission price gives the-

aters added revenue, according to
Alex Schreiber of Associated. Fam-
ilies who have children of these ages
are bringing them to the show, in-

stead of leaving them at home, or
keeping the whole family away from
more frequent show attendance, and
the result is an actual increase in

attendance.
Schreiber is operating on the

theory that both theater good-will
and a full house will be built up by
giving special consideration to these
youngsters at this important age.

Conn. MPTO Golf Tourney
At Race Brook Tomorrow

New Haven—Connecticut MPTO's
fifth annual film golf tournament
will be held tomorrow at the Race
Brook Country Club, Orange. It is

planned that a nine-hole qualifying
round will start off the day's ac-
tivities at 10 a.m., followed by lun-
cheon at the club at 1:00; the 18-

hole tournament at 2:00, and dinner,
awarding of prizes and entertain-
ment. Harry F. Shaw, Loew-Poli
division manager, will be m.c.
The committee in charge includes

president Arthur H. Lockwood,
chairman Herman M. Levy, Louis
Schaefer, George H. Wilkinson, B.
E. Hoffman, Samuel Rosen, Harry
F. Shaw, Max Tabackman, Edwin S.

Raffile, Morris Joseph, Abe Mattes,
Morris Nunes, Barney Pitkin, Ed-
ward Ruff, Ben Simon, Lou Wechs-
ler, and I. Levine.

"Ramparts" on Chi. Dual;
Extended Run Expected

Chicago—RKO will double feature
"The Ramparts We Watch" and
"Cross Country Romance" at the
RKO Palace here, starting Thurs-
day. Extended run is anticipated.
"The Boys from Syracuse" will top
the succeeding bill.

Von Stroheim in "Flotsam"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—David L. Loew and Al-

bert Lewin have cast Eric von Stro-
heim as a Gestapo in "Flotsam."

Sutherland to Direct "Riviera"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Universal has engaged

A. Edward Sutherland to direct
"Riviera."

Bond to Make 50 3-Reel
Religious Pix a Year

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — As the results of a

deal just closed whereby Charles An-
son Bond will make 50 three-reel
religious subjects a year for the next
five years, A. L. McCormick, pres-
ident of Cinecolor, estimates his firm
will turn out 30,000,000 feet of film
annually. The actual production for
bond will be made by Metropolitan
Pictures, Harry Webb, president.

Subjects will be shown in churches
of all denominations and will include
choir music led by Homer Road-
heaver. Music will be followed in

each subject by two reels on the life

of Christ, beginning with the birth
of Christ and continuing the story
with each subsequent episode.

According to Bond's survey, 2,000
churches are equipped to show pic-

tures and he has completed plans
under which thousands of additional
churches may purchase projection
equipment on a long-term install-

ment plan.

Sherwood's Exhih. Confabs
Start on West Coast

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—That exhibitors should

invite their community leaders to
constitute advisory boards for their
theaters and encourage patrons to

offer constructive ideas was the sug-
gestion made by Miss Dema Harsh-
barger at conference held by Robert
C. Sherwood, who will produce
"Legacy" for Columbia release, and
independent exhibitors. Miss Harsh-
barger, who organized permanent
concert audiences in numerous cities,

declared audiences should be made to
feel they are part of the film indus-
try.

Mrs. Jenne Dodge, Ventura exhib.,

urged that producers faithfully pic-

turized famous books, otherwise pa-
trons familiar with the books are dis-

appointed and discourage their
friends from attending the pictures
in question.

Merchandise Ousts Cash
As Prizes in Detroit Area

Detroit—Bingo games, operated
almost exclusively here now by
churches, are moving away from
cash prizes and toward merchan-
dise prizes, a week-end checkup of

Bingo operators by The Film
Daily showed.

Theaters in the city reflect the
same trend, with many new types
of giveaways, such as the recent
introduction of women's hosiery
night at the Harmony Theater.
Only exception is in the form of a
legitimate contest, Questo-Quiz, in-

troduced at the Colonial Theater.

Para. Seeks Margaret Sullavan
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Para, is negotiating

with Margaret Sullavan for a role

in C. S. Forrester's "Captain from
Connecticut," for Spring production.

HCLI_y>VCCD

Speaking—
= By RALPH WILK =

—HOLLYWOOD
JAMES BARTON—"Tobacco Road's" Jeet-
*' er—is due here within the next two
weeks from New York to play Paw Lane in

Para.'s "Sheperd of the Hills" which Henry
Hathaway will direct in Technicolor.

• •
/^ENE TIERNEY, who left the Broadway
^-^ stage just three months ago for Holly-

wood, is doing all right for herself in the

cinema town. She'll have the romantic lead

in "Hudson's Bay" opposite Paul Muni as

her reward for an excellent performance
in "The Return of Frank James."

• •
TWO subjects for film stories, heretofore

neglected, will be made particularly re-

munerative by the European war, Paul Jones,

Paramount producer, holds. They're baseball

and politics, distinctly American phenomena
which have been regarded in the esoteric

field so far as the foreign market was con-
cerned.

• •
CAM WOOD is trying to borrow Robert
** Montgomery from Metro to co-star with
Ginger Rogers in RKO's "Kitty Foyle."

Montgomery, who recently returned from
the war zone in Europe, is said to have
read the script and found it most acceptable.

• •
COR his vacation in Guayamas, Mexico,
' Claude Binyon, writer, has outfitted him-
self with a de luxe station wagon complete
with air conditioning, two-way radio, and
a library of 250 books of the lightest fic-

tion he could find.

"LJIRED WIFE," Deanna Durbin's Uni-
' ' versal picture, is the 100th picture

William Seiter has directed since he quit

grease paint and went around behind the

camera. All but two of these pictures have

been comedies or comedy melodramas.

• •
TERRY KILBURN has been offered a 14-

' week p. a. through the East. The young-
ster's representative is awaiting the out-

come of present negotiations with RKO and
Paramount, before making a decision.

• •
J^ALE VAN EVERY and RKO are discus-" sing deal for former to produce "Last

Man," which he recently optioned from
Paramount. If deal jells, Van Every will

attempt to borrow Fred MacMurray and

Albert Dekker from Paramount for top

roles.

• •
\A/HEN Don Ameche completes his work
" "

in "Down Argentine Way," he will be

given the star role in Zane Grey's "Western
Union."

R.
KO has purchased "Father Takes a

Wife" by Herbert and Dorothy Fields.

VA/ILLIAM HOLDEN has asked Columbia

' ™
for a two months' leave of absence

to star without salary in a series of 16 mm.
Technicolor pix to be made by the Civil

Aeronautics Authority.
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AID to Make First

Report on Sept. 10

(Continued from Page 1)

ing its members to hold buying to a
minimum until the committee makes
its report. The committee will en-
deavor to verify or disprove reported
complaints of exhibitors in some ter-
ritories that film prices are 50 per
cent higher than in other areas.

Warner-Backed "Jupiter"
At Biltmore on Sept. 9

First Broadway show of the new
season to be produced with film
financing will be Dr. A. J. Cronin's
"Jupiter Laughs," which Warners
will bring into the Biltmore on Sept.
9. Cast, still to be announced, will
be directed by Reginald Denham.

Ice spectacle which Sonja Henie
and Arthur M. Wirtz will produce
at the Center Theater will bow in
between the middle of September
and the first of October. Work on
the stage extension and the instal-
lation of ice machinery at the the-
ater is under way. The stage will be
extended to 102 feet in width for the
ice carnival.

,V REVIEWS Of THE DEUI fILKIS .

* SHORTS *

"Information Please No. 13"

RKO 9 mins.
Good Subject

Another amusing piece in the In-
formation Please series. Elmer Davis
is the guest in this one and answers
the questions along with the regu-
lars, Oscar Levant, John Kieran
and Franklin P. Adams, with Clif-
ton Fadiman as emcee. The "experts"
are asked a variety of questions
enabling them to display their diver-
sified knowledge in spontaneous an-
swers and asides. Oscar Levant
touches off the big laugh of the film
when, in the course of one question,
a screen is removed and calls "Hi
Hymie" to one of the uncovered
musicians.

"Folies Bergere" Re-make
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox will

re-make "Folies Bergere" in which
Maurice Chevalier starred in 1935.

8 Mins.

"Spook Sport"

Expanding Cinema
Unusual Subject

Another in the series of abstract
shorts produced by Mary Ellen Bute,
with camera work by Theodore J.

Nemeth. No human figures appear
on the screen. Motion is represented
by animated figures in color which
are synchronized with the sound
track to form an abstract blend of

sight and sound. Experimental in

nature, the subject will appeal to

sophisticated audiences able to ap-
preciate an attempt to create motion
to accompany music. Previous efforts

of the same producer have played
the Music Hall and other top run
theaters, in addition to a number of

special film houses, and have received
much favorable comment.

RKO

"Streamlined"
(Reelism)

9 mins.
Good Railroad Review

Tracing the development of Amer-
ican railroads from the days of

the first cross-continental line,

through the depression of '29, and
into the new streamlined era, this

subject will be of interest to a good
many folk. Interior shots of a cou-
ple of the streamliners on coast-to-
coast and Southern runs, and some
views of the scenery along those
right of ways are featured high-
lights.

"Corralling A Schoolmarm"
RKO 20 mins.

Poor Western Musical

Best parts of this film are the
ranch songs sung by Ray Whitley
and his Six-Bar Cowboys and spotted
through the footage. Aside from
these the story is pretty silly and
the performances generally ham-like.

* fOREIGR *!

"Daybreak"
A. F. E. Corp. 88

1

(French dialogue, English titles)

HERALD-TRIBUNE: No more t)

a middling melodrama. Jean Ga
plays the leading role with his c

tpmary authority and artistry, wl

Marcel Came has conjured up c

siderable moody excitement in

staging.

DAILY NEWS: It is not "enl

tainment" in the popular sense of
word, being a grim, sometimes sor

story of a man goaded beyond
straint, but it is a powerful st

masterfully presented.

TIMES: Jean Gabin, the
hunted and haunted actor in Fre;

films, is being slowly and inexora
rounded up for a crime of furi

passion while drums throb mot
onously in his brain and the cam
lingers grimly upon his face. Bu
still flattens out into a drab, mot
and depressing picture, woofull
also very woeful.

CREDITS: Directed by Marcel Cai

with Jean Gabin, Jacqueline Laurent

Jules Berry.

It's good to know that, throughout the nation, "They Drive

By Night" is doing what the boys call "sensational business."

My sincere thanks to the entire Warner organization for grand

co-operation on "Torrid Zone," released in April . . . "Brother

Orchid," released in May . . . And now "They Drive By Night."

Soon to start are "High Sierra" and "The Fabulous Thirties."

I think they're both pretty swell.

—Mark Hellinger
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ONSENT DRAFT STUDIED BY GOVERNMENT

anada ITA Urges Unit Shows to End Duals Evil
ality Feature, Second
jrt Pix to Round Out
o-Hour Show Proposed

ironto — Development of unit

Vs as a "cure" for the double
are evil is suggested by Inde-
cent Theaters Association,
jgh an open letter to the MPPDA

; sd by Prexy H. Alexander and
. Taylor, vice-president.

le plan as advanced by the ITA
ides:
r
ou make a feature of a very

1 quality.

tfou make a second short feature
(Continued on Page 7)

ea Hawk" Support

jdged by Exhibs.

jserting flatly, "None of us are
le business for our health," Grad
Sears, Warners sales chief, via
ial trailer, told approximately 7,-

U. S. and Canadian theater men
erday that "it is just as im-
ant for you exhibitors to put
Sea Hawk' over as it is for us,

producers."
i the basis of wires from exhibs.
h poured in on Sears yesterday

(Continued on Page 9)

ty Produce Phonovision
sis at Movietone Plant

eal is now being negotiated by
ak Orsatti with the 20th-Fox
ietone Studios in New York to
luce shorts there for use in the
itti-Saxe Phonovision machines
•h will shortly be marketed. It is

jrstood that the deal may be con-
ed today, with two shorts a day
|e produced when the production
dule is set.

Trolley Opposition
Makes Toledo Bow

Toledo, 0.—Trolley opposition to pix
; the latest here. During the first

wo weeks of its new "Cool Off" rides,
he Community Traction Co. sold almost
,000 tickets, at 15 cents each, to per-

;ons desiring to cool off by riding on any
f the company's street cars and buses
rom 7 p.m. to 1 a.m.

NAZIS FACING

TRIPLE KICK
20-Fox, Metro, WB May Join

in Protesting Pix Ban

A triple joint protest may be filed

with the State Department by 20th
Century-Fox, M-G-M and Warner
Bros, as the result of the alleged
banning of these companies' pictures
in Nazi-held territories in Europe.
The joint protest, it is understood,
is to be filed in addition to separate
protests by the individual companies.
To date, Paramount is the only major
company still doing business in Ger-
many.

It is reported that M-G-M plans
a protest similar to that lodged by

(Continued on Page 4)

Detroit May Ban Leasing
Of Movie Slot Machines

Detroit—Slot machine movies will
be subject to the same censorship
requirements as applied to standard
theatrical films, barring "immoral,
indecent, or obscene" pictures, ac-
cording to an ordinance drafted by
City Councilman John Hamilton.
The ordinance further provides

that that the machines must be
owned by the store or other owner
(or operator) where they are placed,
and not placed on the usual percent-
age or rental arrangement.
Annual license of $2 per machine,

with an annual distributors' license
of $50 is provided, with penalties for
violation of the projected ordinance
totalling $500 fine and 90 days' im-
prisonment.

Para.'s Decision Today, 20th-Fox's on Thursday;
Arbitration Compromise Restricts Run Question;
Clearance Wide Open; Same Terms in Other Suits

Draft of the proposed consent decree in the Government's
equity action against the majors is now in its completed form
and was taken to Washington yesterday in the pocket of Special

Assistant Attorney General Robert
Sher, official of the Settlement Di-
vision of the D of J.

The draft will be discussed and
carefully considered today by At-
torney General Robert Jackson and
Assistant Attorney General Thur-
man W. Arnold with the view of de-

ciding definitely whether its pro-

visions are acceptable to the Gov-
ernment. Decision will be commu-
nicated to the five major companies,
—Paramount, Warners, M-G-M,

(Continued on Page 10)

Hammons' Deals

Tentatively Set

Return of E. W. Hammons to the
production field is expected shortly
following parleys in Hollywood.
Hammons returned yesterday from
the Coast where he discussed pro-
duction and distribution deals with
several companies. Tentative deals

were set with two producer-directors
and two major distributors.

Final details in connection with

Hammons' production plans are ex-
pected to be completed within the
next two weeks.

Great States Will Test

Movie Quiz Air Program

Chicago—Great States Circuit will

start a Movie Quiz program Aug.
20 direct from the Palace theater in

Peoria.

Hal Tate, who originated the Mo-
vie Tattler program in Chicago, will

handle the program with six assis-

tants over station WMBD (CBS).
If the program clicks, Morrie Ru-
bens says the campaign will be ex-
tended to other key spots of the
Great States circuit.

S. A. Offsets European Loss
Drop in Film Exports for 6 Months is Small

"Knute Rockne" Premiere
At South Bend oh Oct. 4?

South Bend, Ind.—World premiere
of Warners' "Knute Rockne—All
American" in all probability will be
held in this seat of Notre Dame Uni-
versity on Friday, Oct. 4.

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—South American gain

in a measure compensated for Eu-
ropean loss, according to statistics

announced yesterday by Nathan D.
Golden, chief, motion picture divi-

sion of the Bureau of Foreign and
Domestic Commerce, revealing that

(Continued on Page 10)

City Buying Selling

Cleveland Record

Cleveland— I. J. Schmertz, 20th-
Fox branch manager, announces
1940-41 product deals closed with
the Community Circuit, the Wash-
ington Circuit and approximately
70 per cent of the independent situ-

ations in Cleveland as well as key
spots in the territory.

This is the earliest city buying on
record. Cleveland usually holds off

until September or November.

Griffis in New Fight

Film Distrib. Setup

Stanton Griffis, chairman of Para-
mount's executive committee and
chairman of the board of Madison
Square Garden, with Col. John R. Kil-

(Continued on Page 9)

Milwaukee Singles

Switch Endangered?
Milwaukee—Plan to switch to single

feature program on Labor Day faces

tough going. Rumblings from some
quarters are to the effect that several

houses will refuse to make the change
on the ground that the public wants twin
bills and that it would create a prob-

lem as to what to do with the additional

product.
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2l/2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 1253/4 125 125% + Va
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 9'/2 9Vi Wi — Va
Loew's, Inc 2514 25

y

4 25

V

4 — Va
do pfd 10O'/2 lOOVi lOO'/i —2
Paramount 5% 5% 5%
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd... SVa &Va &Va + Va
Pathe Film 8 8 8
RKO 3 27/8 3

20th Century-Fox .. 6'/4 6i/
8 6'/s

20th Century-Fox pfd. 155/8 15]/2 ISVi
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros IVa 2-Va *Va
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3i/

2s46.1025/8 1025/8 1025/s + i/
8

Para. B'way 3s55... 46 46 46—1
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47 85% 85% 85%+ %
RKO 6s41

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts. ... Vi Vl Vl
Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 93^ 93,4 9*A — Va
Trans-Lux 1 1 1

Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES

Bid Asked
Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45... 64 66
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59 60i/2

Heymann Names Shelton

Appointment of William Shelton,
formerly with RKO's foreign depart-
ment, as sales manager of French
Cinema Center is announced by A.
H. Heymann, prexy.

Record $230,182 Verdict
For Seitz Theater Co.

Sandusky, O.—In the largest court
verdict ever rendered here, Erie
County Common Pleas Judge E. H.
Savord returned a finding of $162,000
plus interest in favor of the Seitz
Theater Co. of Sandusky, O., against
the General Theater Co. of New
York, Warner subsidiary. Total
award is $230,182.
Judge Savord wrote a 26-page

memorandum in the action, in which
the Seitz company claimed injury
for breach of a lease. The Seitz
firm had evicted the New York com-
pany as a tenant of its theater in
Sandusky in 1933 for non-payment
of rent, when the lease still had 10
years to run. The finding represents
the balance between the terms of
the old lease and a subsequent lease
taken by the State Theater Co., San-
dusky.

"Talk-a-Vision" Ready
For October Delivery

Yermi Stern, who has entered the
film business via the juke box route,
stated yesterday that his "Talk-a-
Vision" machines are currently in

production in the East, and that
they, together with the 16 mm. prod-
uct they project in the course of
their operation, will be ready for de-
livery to initial customer-outlets in
October.

'Westerner' Opens Sept. 19
In Two Fort Worth Houses

Samuel Goldwyn's "The Western-
er" will have its world premiere in
Fort Worth, Tex., on Sept. 19 at two
theaters, the Hollywood and the
Worth. National release date has
been for the following day, Sept. 20,
when it will open at the Majestic and
Palace Theaters in Dallas.

SPG to Consider Rep. Strike

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Declaring that Repub-

lic has refused to carry out a tenta-
tive agreement providing for a total
aggregate wage increase of $55
weekly for members of its studio
publicity department, the Screen
Publicists Guild has called a meet-
ing for Thursday night at which time
a general vote will be taken as to
whether Republic's publicity men
should be ordered to go on strike.

Five Set for Music Hall

Five pictures have been booked for
the Music Hall to follow "Pride and
Prejudice" opening Thursday. "The
Ramparts We Watch" will open at
the house following "Pride" and then
will be followed by "Lucky Part-
ners," "The Howards of Virginia,"
"They Knew What They Wanted"
and "The Westerner."

CFI Reports $195,468

Net for June Quarter

Consolidated Film Industries re-

ports, for the first three months
enlded June 30, consolidated net
earnings of $195,468.70, equal to 49

cents a share on the 400,000 shares

of $2 preferred stock outstanding.
Figure includes deducations for de-

preciation and normal Federal taxes,

but before provision for Federal sur-

tax on CFI and subsidiaries' undis-

tributed profits.

Announced concurrently is earn-

ings figure for the first six months,
which, on the basis of corresponding
deductions and non-provisions,
amounts to $374,767.87 for CFI and
subsidiaries. This equals 93% cents

per share on the 400,000 outstanding
$2 preferred shares.

Arbitration of "Louise"
Suit Ordered by Court

Suit of Sylvia Shafran, assignee
of Societe Parisienne de Productions
de Films, against Arthur Mayer and
Joseph Burstyn for an accounting,
was revealed in New York Supreme
Court yesterday when Justice Ken-
neth O'Brien directed arbitration of
the dispute. The plaintiff charges the
defendants with failing to pay a con-
tracted percentage of the U. S.

revenues on the French talking pic-

ture, "Louise," which starred Grace
Moore.
The defendants contend that the

print received had a faulty sound-
track.

Meins Dies in Auto
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Body of Gus Meins,

47, film director, was found in his
parked auto.

Only 400,000 Feet of Film
Before Chi. Censors In July

Chicago—Lieut. Harry M. Cos-
tello in charge of the Censor Bu-
reau of the Chicago Police Depart-
ment, reports 400,000 feet of film
inspected during the past month.
Total of 101 films, were submitted
to the bureau, during July, a sharp
decrease for the same period last
year. One film, "The Baker's Wife"
was rejected, 25 cuts were made, and
two films were "pinked."

RKO Sets Wilby-KinceY Deal
RKO has closed a 100 per cent

product deal for the 1940-1 season
with the Wilby-Kincey circuit of
North and South Carolina. Thirty-
one situations are involved in the
contract.

Judell Assets Sold

Chicago — Assets of Judell Film
Exchanges in Chicago, St. Louis and
Milwaukee were sold yesterday to
Screen Attractions Corp. of New
York for $2,000 at a sale conducted
by Federal Court Referee A. Cohen.

May Reopen Chi. Majestic

Chicago — Negotiations to reopen
the Majestic with a film policy are
under way with the Lehman Estate.
The Loop house has been dark for
several years.

COfllinG and GOIIK

CHARLES E. McCARTHY, director of a
tising and publicity for 20th-Fox, and R0I
BUSH, are expected to return to the home c

today after a studio visit in connection
the premiere of "Brigham Young."

COL. WILLIAM J. DONOVAN returned tt

country over the week-end from England
British flying boat making its inaugural ti

MYRON SELZNICK and RAY COETZ an
in today from the Coast.

CHARLES STERN, Eastern district m_
for United Artists, left New York yesterda
a swing through the New England territc

HAROLD DUNN, Far Eastern managei
Warners, has arrived in New York for

office confabs.

ARTHUR ABELES, JR., Warner manag,
Trinidad, is visiting the home office on a

bined business trip and vacation.

JAMES R. CRAINGER and his wife we
Saratoga over the week-end.

MERVYN LEROY and his wife are in Sari'

ALEX SCHRE1BER, Associated Theaters,
troit; BERNARD E. SMITH, Butterfield C
Detroit; C. V. JONES, Rowley & Robb C
Texas: S. M. SACHS, RKO, Dallas; and
FOGEL, manager of the Webster Th

,

Rochester, were visitors at the RKO World'
Lounge during the past few days.

JOHN LEROY JOHNSTON, of Walter V.

Productions, is at the Warwick.

ABE VAN DEUSEN, head booker for Rl

the Albany exchange, has returned to tha
after a vacation.

LEE GOLDBERC, PDC representative in'

cinnati, MRS. GOLDBERC and their son,

arrive on the Coast this week for a month':

LARAINE DAY arrives here today fror

Coast for a vacation.

ADELINE CARRAWAY, sister of
Stephenson, has arrived in this country
England.

A. FRANK O'BRIEN, Richmond City
ager for Wilmer & Vincent is visiting

York.

HERBERT OCHS, Real Art franchise
(

with his son JACK, DICK DEUTSCH, o

Dick Deutsch Printing Co., accompanied by
DEUTSCH and son, JEFFREY are in New
from Cleveland.

JOE COOPER, president of Standard Th
of Oklahoma City, and JOE PHILLIPSOr
aide, have returned to New York after t»

business visit there. They also visited Co
and Nebraska theaters, Cooper interests.

PHILIPPE de LACY left yesterday for i

lywood vacation.

SAM DEMBOW and LEONARD GOLDE,
left yesterday for Minneapolis.

EARLE HAMMONS returned yesterday
the Coast.

STANTON GRIFFIS is cruising in No
waters.

SERGT. ALVIN C. YORK arrives in Holl

August 22 from his home in Tennessee t

as technical adviser on a film Warner
make around his World War exploits.

WHEN MINUTES
MEAN MONEY-

TELEGRAPH VIA

Tostal*
Telegvapl
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE Br
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I Cold Facts!
(Such a pleasure

The only show now nlavin,
in this weather!>

*****

The only show now playing
to triple-time holdovers (in

Radio City 4 weeks) is

ALL THIS, AND
HEAVEN TOO

FROM WARNED

THIS ONE IS HOT! A preview sensation! John Garfield (great!),

Frances Farmer (a honey!), Pat O'Brien (dynamic!) in Rex Beach's
fWhllMft GOLD
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50 Million Kronen

For Czech Pictures

Praha (By Cable)—A sum totaling
50,000,000 Kronen has been ear-
marked by the Czechoslovakian gov-
ernments in Bohemia and Moravia
for the production of Czech pictures
during 1940, it was learned here from
reliable German sources. Of this

sum, approximately 19,000,000 Kro-
nen will be allocated for the forma-
tion of a world-wide export company
and erection of a new studio.

Foreign observers here generally
believe that the huge subsidy has
been provided in part by the Ger-
man government and that the pic-

tures will be definitely propagan-
dists in content. A program of 50
pictures is projected for the remain-
der of this year.

Will Set Scenic Artists Election

West Coast Bur THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—The NLRB will set a

date for an industry-wide election

at which studio scenic artists will

designate whether Scenic Artists'

Ass'n or Moving Picture Painters,
Local 644, should be their sole bar-
gaining agent.

Brooklyn's Kent Leased
Kolno Theater Corp. headed by

Leon Storch, has leased the Kent
Theater, Brooklyn, from Kog Realty
Co. through David Berk and J.

Krumgold, theater real estate brok-
ers. Theater, with 600 seats, opened
Aug. 1.

Henry Reynolds Dead
Detroit—Henry Reynolds, 44, of

Film Truck Service is dead. He is

a brother of Howard Reynolds, own-
er of the Family and Vogue at Grand
Rapids.

George Roberts Recovers

Cleveland—George Roberts, 20th-

Fox district manager, is back from
Atlantic City where he succeeded in

regaining his health, after a four-

week illness.

Principal Acquires 19

Principal Pictures, New York, has
acquired Mohawk's 19 pictures form-
erly distributed by Grand National
for the Greater New York and North-
ern New Jersey territory.

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Leo Carrillo

Louis K. Sidney

Hoot Cibson

Frank Turtle

Irvin Shapiro
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• • • ON this upcoming Thursday one of the top-ilight out-

door dramas for the new season goes into production out

Hollywood way namely. Harry Sherman's "The Round-Up"

This corner's Coast scouts report that the opus will be shot in three

different location spots at each of which the Sherman construction-

ists have created handsome and elaborate sets and that the said

Mister Sherman is as "positive" as Eastman stock re the

quality and b.o. power of this opus when the grinding is. at long

last, completed In fact Mister Sherman calmly asserts in com-

pletely un-negative terms: "I don't intend to miss"

• • • TREMENDOUS weight is given to the Sherman de-

claration by that gentlemen's past production performances

which stand out on the Hollywood horizon like the

highlands 'roundabout Further weight is contributed via the'

fact that Lesley Selander . . . .will handle the direction and

he's just as good as they come Additionally, just consider the

cast: Richard Dix, straight from his slick work in the soon-

to-be-released "Cherokee Strip" Preston Foster, who had a

vital role in Cecil De Mille's "Northwest Mounted" Patricia

Morison, who's coming along like wildfire on ye Hollywood scene

plus Ruth Donnelly, Don Wilson, Douglas Dumbrille and
Jerome Cowan. . . .The other principal player is Betty Brewer. . .

.

whose recent work in Sam Wood's "Rangers of Fortune" is

certain to bost her high on the histrionic ladder Oh, yes

and there's another item which assures the heavy clicking-power

of "The Round-Up" i.e. a neat production-purse This

was originally $300,000 —but now 'tis virtually $500,000

Retrenchment rousers, please note!

• • • IT may sound a mite confusing but last night "To-night

at 8:30" the Noel Coward series of playlets for presentation by
the newly-organized Theater Guild of So. Cal. (headed by Dudley Mur-

phy and Alan Mowbray) got under way on the Coast for the

benefit of the British War Relief Ass'n of So. Cal Wotta roster of

players for this enterprise!— Constance Bennett. Nigel Bruce. June

Duprez, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Frieda Inescort, Reginald Owen
Henry Wilcoxon, Claude Allister, Binnie Barnes, Freddie Bartholomew,

Ernest Cossart, Reginald Gardiner, Blanche Yurka Gladys Cooper,

Lillian Kemble Cooper, Muriel Hutchinson, Morton Lowry. Basil Rathbone,

Henry Stephenson, Brian Aherne Heather Angel, Paul Cavanaugh,

Judith Anderson, Wendy Barrie. Melville Cooper, Joan Fontaine, Ian Hunt-

er, Herbert Marshall Edmond Gwen, Elsa Lanchester, ZaSu Pitts,

Elizabeth Risdon, Rosalind Russell, Edmond Stevens, Dame May Whitty

and Roland Young As if to gild the already super-24k lily it

has modestly been announced that Phillip Merivale, C. Aubrey

Smith, Doris Lloyd and Nydia Westman have been added to the

playlet-casts The all-different cycle of nine short plays are

being staged under the direction of George Cukor, Edmund Gould-

ing, Dudley Murphy, Robert Sinclair and Margaret Webster while

sets are designed by Robert Edmund Jones

T T T

• • • Robert Gillham.

« « « » » *

Joint Triple Protest

On Nazi Ban Loominc

(Continued from Page 1)

20th Century-Fox, the latter asser
ing that Nazi action taken again:
the company was unjustified and di

criminatory as 20th-Fox had at a

times complied to the letter with a

regulations and laws of the Germi
government in conducting its but
ness.
A foreign department executh

said yesterday that certain pictun
which his company had made wei
condemned by the Nazis althoug
they had not been shown in German
He pointed out that if such actic

was taken by the Germans, there w;
no reason why the U. S. should n*

ban certain German firms from doin

business here.
All foreign department heads ai

watching with interest the outcon
of the State Department protests ;

an important precedent may be si

whichever way the action goes.
It is pointed out that if censorsh:

from a foreign country be impost
without protests or reprisals, it ma
well affect all business throughoi
the world as far as American firn

go.

No accurate reports have been r>

ceived in this country yet from fo

eign offices regarding confiscatk

of prints and materials of America
film companies, but it is understoc
that prints have been confiscatr

in several cases and several prin

taken by the Nazis have been show
in Germany after being dubbed ar

retitled to disguise their origin.

Riviera May Become French
(

Hollywood Under New Setui

Lisbon (By Cable)—Re-establish 1

ment of the French film industi
j

with studios centered at the Riviei
j

is being proposed, according to r I

ports received here by represent: I

fives of the American companie I

Strict government control is in pro
|

pect. The Petain government has ei

trusted Tixier Vignancourt with tl

supervision of both films and radi

Meanwhile, according to repor
relayed from Paris the Nazis a:

taking inventories and investigate
old French film firms. Racial que
tions are first ones asked. So f;

no French operator has been give

a license.

In the unoccupied zone, theate:

are showing old films including U.

product.

Movie Information Service

Leo Handl, with offices at 110 \

90th St., is preparing to establish

Movie Information Service which wi

answer phone inquiries as to currei

film bills in New York theaters.

Economy Note
Kearney, Neb.—George O. Monroe who

Friday opened a new house on the site

of the burned Empress has tagged it the

Fort instead of the New Empress, as

originally planned. Monroe figures he'll

save 50 per cent in juice as a result.
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CLARK GABLE
in "BOOM TOWN"

SPENCER TRACY
in "BOOM TOWN"

CLAUDETTE COLBERT
in "BOOM TOWN"

HEDY LAMARR
in "BOOM TOWN"

A FORTUNE
in "BOOM TOWN"
(It's Four Pictures in One!)

Screen Play by John Lee Mahin • Based on a Story by

James Edward Grant . Directed by JACK CONWA^
Produced by SAM ZIMBAUST • An M-G-M Picture
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|l New Plays Keep

r 0. Scouts on Jump

-ason's peak assignment faces

e office play scouts this week,

no less than 20 new plays

duled for tryouts in Eastern

ivvhats. The lineup:

"•he Millionaires," by George

lard Shaw, at Stockbridge, Mass.

"he Adam Familv," by John

1 and Fanny Jocelyn, at the

iy Creek (Conn.) Summer The-

Jark Horses," by Harry Antrim,
Vhitefield, N. H.
"arriage Trade," by Robert

msen, at the Stamford (Conn.)

nmunity Playhouse.
\lways Romance," by Taylor

nes and Norman Clark, at Cam-
are Springs, Pa.

>azy With the Heat," a revue,

^cust Valley, L. I.

Mum's the Word," Jimmy Savo's

man revue, at Ridgefield, Conn.
Private Confusion," by Hardie

ight and Austin Parker, at Rye
:h. N. H.
\fter the Ball," by Edward
er, at Clinton, Conn.
3ome to the Fair," by Beau-
t Bruestle, at Newfoundland,

sleeping Partners," by Sacha
:ry as adapted by Seymour

: vs, at Spring Lake, N. Y.

The Charming Pretender," by
id Duncan, at Pikesville, Md.
Ferf Comes Home," by John Si-

|
i Rodell, at Southampton, L. I.

A'hite Pony," by Marion Lloyd,

the Woodstock (N. Y.) Play-

pe.

The Lake Drums of Seneca and
uga," by Alexander M. Drum-
id, at Cornell University, Ithaca,

r Y.

The King and the Duke," by
ncis Ferguson, at the College

ater, Bennington, Vt.

Burden of the Flesh," by Sully

/is, at Salisbury, Md.
Soft Shoulders," by Christopher
•ley, at Roslyn, L. I.

Brass Ring," by Peggy Philips, at

ton, R. I.

Tanya," an adaptation by Pat
i ton-Mercur of the novel by
ire Pomeroy, at the Bridgeport
Y.) Playhouse.

Newsreel Library Plan Clicks
Perry, Detroit Exhib., Devises New "Hour"

Detroit—To meet the audience de-

mand for new types of screen at-

tractions, Charles C. Perry, manager
of the Adams theater, successfully
has found one answer in the Adams
Teleflash Hour, probably best de-
scribed as a "newsreel library."

Describing his experiment, which
has attracted wide attention in this

newsreel theater-less city, Perry told

The Film Daily:
"I buy six issues of the newsreels

weekly, and all the novelty short
subjects I can get as well. Some-
times we only take one minute out
of a reel for its value.

"I try to find a variety of dif-

ferent interests—fashions, novelties,
oddities, scientific events, headline

news, and individual stand-out events

like the siege of Warsaw. War
news is in the lead, naturally, to-

day, but we give our patrons plenty

more as well. We edit it like a
complete magazine, with different

departments.

"This could be done generally in

certain types of theaters, replacing
the second feature. Many patrons
would be better satisfied. Further,
the policy would promote the wider
use of quality short subjects.

"Newsreels, I have found, are get-
ting far too many duplicate shots.

They should be edited for more in-

dividuality, so that a customer who
has seen one can still enjoy the
others."

Two New Cincy Houses
To Open by September

Cincinnati—New downtown the-
aters to open by September include
the Times, 6th and Walnut Sts.,

and the Grand, Walnut St., on the
former site of the Grand Opera
house. The former has been leased
by I. Libson. The latter will be op-
erated by RKO.

Stern Rejoins Standard
As Manager, Ad Chief

or Unions Appeal Sept. 9

Wilmington, Del.—Hearing will be
1 Sept. 9, by the State Supreme
rt at Dover, on the appeal by
al 473, operators from the injunc-
i granted last Summer by Chan-
or Wm. Watson Harrington in
New Castle County Chancery

,irt here prohibiting the projec-
dsts from picketing the New
Ito, Wilmington, indie first-run
et for 20th-Fox product.

Thursday Opening Move Spreads
Detroit—Move for shift from Fri-

day to Thursday openings, started
here among key and second-run
houses by United Detroit Circuit, is

spreading. The Hollywood, third
largest local house, operated as a
second-run by the Cohen Brothers,
will shift to Thursday.

Maoris Builds In Eldred

Eldred, Pa.—A 400-seat theater is

being constructed here by 0. J.

Macris, who formerly operated the
Temple Theater in Wellsville, N. Y.
House is expected to open on Labor
Day.

Oklahoma City, Okla.—Bert Stern

has rejoined Standard theaters staff

as director of advertising for the

eight Standard houses here. In ad-

dition he becomes active manager of

the Criterion, downtown first-run ace
house succeeding Forrest M. Swiger,
who takes over management of four
northside Standard suburban houses,
including the Plaza, Ritz and Tower,
and the dark Victoria.

Unit Shows to End

Duals Is Proposed

{Continued from Page 1)

to complement it in subject and run-
ning time, so that your complete
show does not exceed two hours. (The
exhibitor will then add a newsreel
or cartoon.)

"You sell both pictures together
as a show on a set percentage or
rental allowing a part of such rental
for the smaller feature."

The ITA cites these results from
such a plan:

"Your show will not be double-
billed.

"The running time of your show
will enable theaters to get a better
turn-over.

"A great deal of business which
is now being lost because people have
seen one picture of a double bill

will be regained.

"Better business will result on the
theaters.

"Better rentals will accrue to you.

"Better showmanship will result
all around.

"A better motion picture industry
will be born."

Letter concludes, "We challenge
the motion picture producers and dis-

tributors of the U. S. to try this

plan or a better one . . . who will ac-

cept?".

Exhib. Poster Co. Folds

Albany—Statement of dissolution
on the part of Exhibitors Poster Sup-
ply Co., Inc., originally chartered by
the Secretary of State on papers filed

byr Harry Sena, New York, was an-
nounced here.

anging Format, Name
nternational Amusement Guide,
h change in format, hits the
nds Aug. 15 as International

tusements. H. L. Lane edits at
Fifth Ave.

Eisner Takes Tourney Honors
Chicago—Adolph Eisner, manager

of B & K Lakeside Theater won the
annual golf tournament of the B & K
Employes' Association at the Ben-
sonville Country Club. Al Byrne,
secretary to John Balaban was run-
ner up.

Burton Sells Two to Jay
Oklahoma City—Carl Burton, own-

er of the Amusu and Nuart Theater
in Cordell, has sold those houses to

John Jay, formerly Yale exhibitor.

Pidgeon with Judy Garland
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Metro has cast Wal-

ter Pidgeon as Judy Garland's father
in "The Youngest Profession" from
the Lillian Day novel.
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"Boom Town"
with Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy,

Claudette Colbert

Metro 116 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

ACTION, ROMANCE AND COMEDY
BLENDED INTO SURE-FIRE, STAR-
STUDDED ENTERTAINMENT; SHOULD
CLICK HEAVILY AT BOX-OFFICE.

This story of wild and turbulent days

in the oil industry is sure-fire entertain-

ment and should click heavily at the box-

office. It is an ideal vehicle for the lusty

and vigorous talents of Clark Gable and

Spencer Tracy and they give spirited and

effective performances. Claudette Colbert

gives a fine characterization as Gable's

wife, while Hedy Lamarr is convincing as

a girl who tries to win Clark away from

Claudette.

Jack Conway has furnished an outstand-

ing job of directing, blending the action,

love interest and comedy so that interest

is held to the end. To Sam Zimbalist goes

important credit as producer.

Chill Wills turns in one of the best

character portrayals of the year as a native

of the Texas oil fields and an expert

marksman, Frank Morgan gives his usual

good performance as an equipment dealer.

Lionel Atwill is sufficiently suave as a

New York oil refinery operator. Marion

Martin and Minna Gombell do well as

dancehall girls. Richard Lane, Joe Yule,

Horace Murphy and Sara Haden are among
the capable principals.

Snappy, apprporiate dialogue highlights

John Lee Mahin's excellent screenplay,

based on an original story by James Edward

Grant. On the day their wildcat well

comes in, Claudette arrives to see Spencer,

who is in love with her and who is Clark's

partner in the oil venture. However, it is

"love on first sight" for Clark and Clau-

dette and they marry, Clark and Spencer

toss a coin for flul ownership of the oil

field—and Spencer wins.

Clark and Claudette take to the road

after many ups and downs, Clark hits it

rich in the Oklahoma fields and becomes
a power in the industry. He meets Atwill

and his companion, Hedy, who is clever

in getting "tips" on Atwill's competitors.

Clark decides to extend his operations to

refinery activities in the East. He spends

much time with Hedy, neglecting Claudette.

To aid Claudette in winning Clark back,

Spencer joins with Atwill in a business

fight against him. Clark steals a march

on his two competitors by rushing to Okla-

homa and making deals with the operators,

thus cornering a big supply of oil.

When Clark is placed on trial for

violating the Sherman anti-trust law, Spen-

cer comes to his rescue by testifying that

Clark was really helping to conserve the

oil supply rather than trying to break any

laws.

STARS: Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy,

Claudette Colbert and Hedy Lamarr; Sup-

porting Cast: Frank Morgan, Lionel Atwill,

Chill Wills, Marion Martin, Minna Gombell,

Joe Yule, Horace Murphy, Roy Gordon,

Richard Lane, Casey Johnson, Baby Quin-

tan ilia, George Lessey, Sara Haden, Frank

Orth, Frank McGlynn, Sr., Curt Bois.

CREDITS: Producer, Sam Zimbalist; Di-

rector, Jack Conway; Author, James Ed-

ward Grant; Screenplay, John Lee Mahin;

Cameraman, Harold Rosson; Art Director,

"I'm Nobody's
Sweetheart Now"

with Dennis O'Keefe, Constance Moore,
Helen Parrish

Universal 64 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)
BEST OF UNIVERSALE POPULAR

"SONG TITLE" SERIES IS TUNEFUL AND
ENTERTAINING.

Undoubtedly the best of Universal's popu-
lar "Song title" series, "I'm Nobody's
Sweetheart Now," is as entertaining and
tuneful as a great many of Universal's

class "a" pictures, thanks to the smartly

paced direction of Arthur Lubin, and the

tight little screenplay by Scott Darling,

Erna Lazarus and Hal Block. Associate

producer Joseph Sanford has used his cast

and crew to the best advantage.

Constance Moore is as lovely and tal-

ented in this as is the other pictures in

the series. Her delivery of hot songs is

superb. Dennis O'Keefe shows possibili-

ties here, he has never shown before, farce

may be his forte. A well balanced cast

including Helen Parrish, Lewis Howard,
Laura Hope Crews, Samuel S. Hinds and
Berton Churchill give fine performances.

A very simple plot, having nothing what-
ever to do with the picture's title, exposes

Dennis O'Keefe as the night club, battling

son of a Senator. His girl friend, Constance
Moore, a night club singer is very jealous

and when O'Keefe's family bring home the

daughter of a very powerful up-state poli-

tician (Helen Parrish) for the son to en-

tertain, she tries to break the combo by

fair means or foul.

Assisting in the sabotage of the fond

parents' plans is Lewis Howard, who is in

love with Helen. The plot from here on

becomes a little involved, using clever far-

cial situations and culminates with the

best laid plans of the foursome going awry
as O'Keefe and Helen discover love and go
through with a gag wedding ceremony.
There are times when the picture could

have been ruined by rank hoke, but clever

piloting steered it clear of this pitfall and
even the most unbelievable situations ap-

pear believable in the telling.

Sets by Jack Otterson are up to his

usual fine standard. New songs by Milton

Rosen and Everett Carter are good. Camera
work by Elwood Bredell is first-rate.

CAST: Dennis O'Keefe, Constance Moore,
Helen Parrish, Lewis Howard, Laura Hope
Crews, Samuel S. Hinds, Berton Churchill,

Margaret Hamilton, Marjorie Gateson, Wal-
ter Soderling, Walter Baldwin, Tim Ryan,

Hattie Noel, Gaylord Pendleton, Gene
O'Donnell, James Craig, Rex Evans.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Joseph

Sanford; Director, Arthur Lubin; Authors,

Scott Darling, Erna Lazarus; Screenplay,

Scott Darling, Erna Lazarus, Hal Block;

Cameraman, Elwood Bredell, ASC; Art Di-

rector, Jack Otterson; Associate, Harold H.

MacArthur; Editor, Paul Landers; Musical

Director, H. J. Salter; Songs by Gus Kahn,

Ernie Erdman, Billy Meyers, Elmer Schoe-

bel; Milton Rosen and Everett Carter.

DIRECTION, Smart. PHOTOGRAPHY,
First-rate.

Cedric Gibbons; Associate, Eddie Imazu;
Special Effects, Arnold Gillespie; Montage
Effects, John Hoffman; Editor, Blanche

Sewell; Musical Score, Franz Waxman.
DIRECTION, Outstanding. PHOTOGRA-

PHY, Fine.

"Fugitive From a
Prison Camp"

with Jack Holt, Marian Marsh, Phillip Terry

Columbia 59 Mins.

PRISON STORY WILL SERVE EFFEC-

TIVELY AS PROGRAM OFFERING.

Given sufficient pace to keep the action

rolling, this prison story should serve nicely

as a program offering. The cast is able,

the direction is effective. Jack Holt,

Marian Marsh, Robert Barrat, Phillip Terry,

Dennis Moore and Jack LaRue head the

cast. Lewis D. Collins directed.

Terry, who is in love with Miss Marsh,

gets mixed up with a gang headed by LaRue
when he tries to get her brother, George
Offerman, Jr., to quit the gang. He is

convicted as an accomplice of the others

and goes to jail with them despite the be-

lief of Holt, a sheriff, that he is innocent.

Holt puts a number of men, including his

latest batch of recruits, to work on a road

job defaulted on by a crooked contractor.

The contractor, seeing the job being done,

gets Barrat, an engineer, to help him sabo-

tage the job. Terry, discouraged by his

treatment and turndowns by higher courts

for appeals, makes a jail break with three

other members of the gang. However, his

innocence is proven and all turns out for

the best.

CAST: Jack Holt, Marian Marsh, Robert

Barrat, Phillip Terry, Dennis Moore, Jack

LaRue, George Offerman, Jr., Frankie

Burke, Donald Haines, Alan Baldwin, Frank

LaRue, Ernest Morrison.

CREDITS: Producer, Larry Darmour; Di-

rector, Lewis D. Collins; Screenplay, Albert

DeMond; Story, Albert Demond and Stanley

Roberts; Cameraman, James S. Brown, Jr.;

Editor, Dwight Caldwell.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

* SHORTS *

"Donald's Vacation"

RKO (Disney) 8 mins.

Swell Comedy
A grand, fast-moving cartoon com-

edy exposing Donald Duck's adven-
tures on a solitary vacation trip.

From the moment Donald glides into
view in his canoe until his fade-out
retreat from a hear, there is hard-
ly a letup in the laughter provoked.
Epecially funny are the episodes
where he tries to work an "E-Z Fojd-
ing" camp chair, and his accidental
run-in with the bear.

No "Hall" Release Date Yet
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—James Roosevelt an-

nounced that no general release date
will be set on "Pastor Hall" until
after the picture opens in New York,
Los Angeles and San Francisco.

Buys Story for Musical
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox has

purchased "A Latin from Manhat-
tan" by Mark Canfield for a future
musical film.

"Military Academy1

with Tommy Kelly, Bobby Jordan, Davi

Holt, Jackie Searl

Columbia 66 M
MILDLY EFFECTIVE SCHOOL STC

SHOULD ENTERTAIN JUVE TRADE.
Although the formula story used in

film has been done a number of times

fore, the picture should entertain the'

venile trade. Tommy Kelly, Bobby Jorc

Jackie Searl and David Holt, all experien

young actors, do well in the principal re

Don Beddoe, and Earl Foxe are also pr<

inent in the cast. Direction of D. I

Lederman is able and effective.

Kelly, son of Beddoe, a reformed ra

eteer, is put in a military school by I

father under an assumed name because

boy was the target for jibes by the en

neighborhood. Kelly, Jordan and Holt

roommates in the school and make the

lay team.

When Beddoe visits the school to w;

an athletic meet, he is recognized and K

is exposed as his son. However, he stay;

in the school and when a theft by Ja<

Searl, the commandant's son, is pin

on him, he manages to ingeniously c

himself, and also wins the respect of

his schoolmates.

CAST: Tommy Kelly, David Holt, Be I

Jordan, Jackie Searl, Don Beddoe, Jir I

Butler, Earl Foxe, Walter Tetly, Edv

Drew, Warren Ashe, Joan Brodel.

CREDITS: Produced by Columbia; Di

tor, D. Ross Lederman; Screenplay,

Brown and David Silverstein; Story, Ric!

English; Cameraman, Allen G. Siegler;

itor, Gene Milford.

DIRECTION, O.K. PHOTOGRAPHY, G .

Close Record Thursday
In Wage-Hour Hearings

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAM
Washington — Assistant Dire'

t

Harold Stein of the wage-hour c -

sion announced yesterday he is h -

ing the record on the industry hi -

ings open until Thursday which 1

be two weeks from the date br-
ings started. The wage-hour ex< -

tive explained this is providing I

portunity for late filing of germ ?i

material.
Stein added only a "few odds 1

ends" have been filed thus far si^
the hearings proper concluded
he does not recall that any of '

;

subsequent material dealt with I

film industry.
"We are trying to get out a fi;-J

ing report by the first of Septemt I

he added.

Mohawk Sets Deals
Product formerly distributed

Grand National has been acqui

by James Jovaney for Illinois,

diana and Wisconsin territories,

by Fred Goodrow for Louisiana
Mississippi. Mohawk Pictures G
owns the 19 pictures acquired
GN.

Alliance in Parker Deal
Ted Parker of Film Distribu

Exchange, Portland, Ore., has ck
a deal to handle Alliance Films' <

rent program of 10 features.
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HOLLYWOOD
\OUL WALSH, William Perlberg, Phil

Berg, Sidney Lanfield, Henry Travers,

Kingston, la Uhr, Gene Mann, Fritz

Jen, Phil Gersdorf, Lou Hechtlinger

:hed the Hollywood Stars take a dou-

header from Oakland.

GAIN George Tobias is appearing in

two pictures simultaneously at War-
;. He is playing a featured role in

King All Husbands" and will also ap-

r prominently in "East Of The River."

I
UR Passing Show: David L. Loew, Artie

Stebbins and Alexander Kempner chat-

J|;

at Universal; Lawrence Schwab and

my McHugh conferring at RKO; Al Ro-

and George Marshall discussing plans

the Comedians vs. Leading Men game.

• •
tODUCER Jack Moss and Director

Stuart Heisler, who were teamed on

ie Biscuit Eater," are working to-

her on "D.O.A.", which has gone into

"duction at Paramount.

• •
TANLEY CORTEZ has started camera

work on "Meet The Wildcat," for Uni-

It features Margaret Lindsay and

>eing directed by Arthur Lubin.

iORE Passing Show: Harry Cohn, Paul

i' Lukas, Abe Lastfogel, Dave Chatkin,

us LeMaire, Leo Fitzgerald, Mort Sin-

Charles Vidor, Constance Moore,

nny Maschio, Lew Landers, John Stu-

Irving Starr, Ralph Cohn, Harry Semels

preview of "The Lady In Question";

ton Stevens, Charles Koerner, William
ke, Perry Lieber, Edwin Schallert, Jimmy
r, Don Roberts, Duke Wales, Fortunio

a Nova, Herry Niemeyer, Jr., at a

;s preview marking start of production

Orson Welles' "Citizen Kane."

NIVERSAL proposes to co-star Marlene

Dietrich and Broderick Crawford in

ie Countess of New Orleans" following

completion of "Seven Sinners."

LEXANDER KORDA's second Hollywood

production will be "New Wine," his-

cal musical spotlighting Franz Schu-
r and using Schubert's music. William
eley, who made "Harvest" in France,

be executive producer on "New
ne." Screenplay will be by L. Bus-
ete.

• •
)HN GARFIELD and not James Cagney
will star in Warners' "Fabulous Thir-

NIVERSAL will dip "Vigilantes" into

the dye vat if present plans material-

Pix would co-star Broderick Crawford,
bara Stanwyck.

• •
^KSON PARKS has been engaged by

James Roosevelt to handle the exploi-
on and publicity on "Pastor Hall."

"Sea Hawk" Support

Pledged by Exhibs.

(Continued from Page 1)

afternoon following 37 previews in

exchange centers, his first screen

appearance clicked solidly. Scores

of telegrams brought pledges that

the showmen would go all the way
with Warners, with increased ad

budgets, preferred playtime and
holdovers wherever possible pledged.

Branch managers' wires termed the

open forums following the showings

unusually successful.

"We never had such a response

in the company's history," Sears de-

clared last night.

Sears, in the trailer which was
shown as a preliminary to the trade
previews of the $1,700,000 Warner
sea spectacle, warned exhibs. that
if the "big producing companies find

by bitter experience that high class,

costly pictures don't pay, they will

be obligated to stop making them,"
adding "And then you will suffer as

exhibitors."

The Warners sales head, referring
to loss of foreign markets, said that
nobody knows when the velvet from
abroad will come back. "Maybe
not at all in our time," he contin-
ued. However, Sears asserted that
the industry's task was by no means
a hopeless one.

"You can do it," he told the ex-
hibs. "The public wants entertain-
ment—it's willing to pay good money
for it. But you've got to do a sell-

ing job to get the public into your
theaters."

"I also believe that with this pic-

ture we have the turning point of the
entire exhibition business toward the
single feature standard," Sears said
in conclusion.

Komer & Goldberg to Build

Detroit—A new 1,200-seat house,
the Manor, will be erected by Komer
and Goldberg Circuit, at Five Points.
Plans are being prepared by Wright
& Rogvoy, theatrical architects. Jan.
1 opening is planned.

To Handle 3 Italian Pix
Esperia Film Distributing Co. will

release three Italian features in the
U. S. Trio are "The Carnival of
Venice," "The Adventures of Sal-
vador Rosa" and "Queen of La
Scala."

Dairy Queen in Rep. Pix
Madison, Wis.—Wisconsin's 1940

Dairy Queen, to be selected at the
State Fair on Aug. 23, will get a
role in Republic's "Barnyard Fol-
lies."

Gratzer In Stoneboro
Stoneboro, Pa.—Otto Gratzer, who

operates theaters in the Buffalo ter-
ritory, is taking over the local the-
ater closed for several years, and
will enlarge and renovate.

20% of U.K. Theaters
as War "Casualties"
London (By Airmail)—Completion of

British preparedness measures resulting

from the threatened Nazi invasion will

see an estimated 20 per cent of film

theaters closed in so-called protected
areas, according to reports in the trade.

Lack of Product Closes
Cleveland Foreign House

Cleveland—Penn Square Theater,
home of foreign films, has closed for

lack of suitable product. Only avail-

able foreign pictures are reissues
and local demand is not sufficient to

warrant return engagements.

Vaudefilm Back in Syracuse

Syracuse, N. Y. — RKO Schine
Strand, reopening Aug. 30, will re-

sume vaudefilm for Friday-Saturday-
Sunday.

Philly Dinner on Dec. 12
Philadelphia — Annual dinner of

the local Variety Club has been
set for Dec. 12 at the Bellevue
Stratford.

Columbia Pacts Pat O'Brien
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Columbia has signed

Pat O'Brien, who is now free-lancing,

for the male lead in "Passage West,"
with Constance Bennett.

Griffis in New Fight

Film Dislrib. Setup

(Continued from Page 1)

Patrick and Mike Jacobs, has formed
Sports Features Distribution, Inc.,

for the production and releasing of
fight pictures. New company has
been chartered through the office of
the Secretary of State in Albany.
Capitalization calls for 500 shares of
stock, par value not stated.

Directors are Jacobs, Kilpatrick
and Griffis. Subscribers of record
are Robert C. Sullivan, Cyril Metsko
and Richard Kent. Chadbourne, Wal-
lace, Parke & Whiteside are the legal

representatives.

Orpheum, Franklin, Reopens
Franklin, Pa.^-The Orpheum The-

ater here, operated by the Kayton
Amusement Co., reopened with
a gala to which exchangemen
and fellow exhibitors were invited.
This house has been closed for sev-
eral months during which time it

was completely renovated and re-

furnished.

Newsreel House for O. C.?

Oklahoma City — First newsreel
house here may be established by
Cleo Coil, formerly of New York.
Theater would be a 300-seater, with
15 cent admission.
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Arbitration Compromise Restricts Run Questioi
Can Only be Raised by Ex-

hibs. Who Squawked
Before Gov't Filed Its Suit

(Continued from Page 1)

20th-Fox and RKO,—the early part
of next week, it is understood.

Para, to Give Reply Today
M-G-M, Warners and RKO are

reported to have already placed the
stamp of approval upon the draft;
Paramount is to advise Government
officials in Washington today; and
20th-Fox on Thursday, whether the

Washington Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Abraham H. Feller,

chief of the D of J consent decree sec-

tion, told THE FILM DAILY last

night that he would •confer today with
Robert Sher, Special Assistant to the
Attorney General, on the consent de-
cree proposals formulated in New York.

draft is acceptable to them. There
will be no further conferences held
between the negotiators this week.

Arbitration, the knottiest
problem faced by the negotia-
tors, has been settled by com-
promising the conflicting de-
mands of the Government and
the defendants.

Its terms will provide that
the question of runs can only
be raised on arbitration by those
exhibitors who forwarded writ-
ten complaints to any one of the
major companies before the fil-

ing of the Government suit in

July, 1938. The right to arbi-

tration on runs is further re-

stricted to those exhibitors with
five or less theaters. The own-
ers of circuits of more than
five theaters will not come un-
der the decree's provisions on
the issue of a proper run.

On the other hand, the arbi-

tration clause opens the door
wide to all exhibitors with griev-
ances on the question of clear-

ance. On this subject arbitra-

tion boards will have full juris-

diction on all complaints raised

by exhibitors, regardless of

their theater holdings or their

previous action as to filing a
complaint.

Escape clause, another involved
problem, has been so worded as to

give the major companies, agreeing
to the decree, the right to apply to

Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard
to vacate the decree upon the oc-

WEDDING BELLS

Detroit—Jack L. Saxe, treasurer
of Monogram Pictures, and Dough
Guy of Detroit Variety Tent, was
married to Mabel J. Birchard recent-
ly, they have just disclosed.

Richmond, Va. — Leath Cardona,
cashier of Loew's, will marry Virgil

Nichols here on Aug. 16.

Maine Theaters Suffer as Patrons Cross
To Canada to See Pix, Lured by That 10%

St. John, N. B.—While theater operators on the Maine side of the international line

are watching, powerless to check the slump in their business due to passport and cur-
rency restrictions, exhibs. on the New Brunswick side of the boundary see their patronage
greatly increased.

The Canadians have to patronize the theaters on their own side, while the U. S.

residents and tourists come over the line because of the ten per cent premium on their

money. Favored are houses in: St. Ceorge, St. Andrews, St. Stephen, McAdam, Woodstock,
Hartland, Perth-Andover, Crand Falls, St. Leonard, Edmundston.

S. A. Offsets European Lass
Drop in Film Exports for 6 Months is Small

(Continued

preliminary figures for the first six

months of 1940 for American mo-
tion picture film exports, both nega-
tive and positive, show but a slight

decrease over the corresponding per-
iod of 1939.
During first six months of 1940,

a total of 78,230,583 linear feet of

negative and positive film valued at

$1,620,016 was exported to the
world's foreign markets as compared
with 79,402,568 linear feet valued at

$1,724,337 during first six months
of 1939.

Positive film exports for first six

months of 1940 totalled 74,351,131
linear feet with a declared value of

$1,457,965 as compared with 75,-

from Page 1)

734,690 linear feet valued at $1,-

568,822 for the first six months of

1939.
Negative film exports for the first

six months of 1940 totalled 3,879,-

452 linear feet with a value of

$162,051 as compared with 3,667,878
linear feet valued at $155,515 for
the same six month period of 1939.
American exports of negative and

positive films to Europe during first

six months of 1940 show a 6,000,000
foot decrease as compared with
those for same period of 1939.

Dollar figures represent declared
film export values and in no way
actual returns for American film

rentals.

Cooper and Dent Fail

To Conclude Agreement

Lincoln, Neb.—Expected arrange-
ment between Paramount's partner,
J. H. Cooper and L. L. Dent, to un-
tangle the 6-year struggle between
them in Oklahoma City and Lincoln,
did not materialize after a huddle in

Lincoln and Colorado.
Huddles of Dent and Cooper start-

ed early in the year, idea being to

allow Dent operation of the Nebraska
here, on a 50-50 split of income, and
in turn to give Cooper the State in

Oklahoma City to operate on the
same kind of a split.

Gemmill With RCA Legalites

Kenneth W. Gemmill has joined

the RCA legal staff.

Wurlitzer Drops Work
On Automatic Projector

Buffalo—Wurlitzer Co. which has
been experimenting with the de-
velopment of an inexpensive film

vending machine at its North Tona-
wanda plant has dropped the project.

Two New Ones in Morris

Morris, 111. — Robert Lucas will

open a 600 seater here this month
while Fred Anderson, already op-
erating one here, will launch a sec-

ond in early September.

Pam-O Film-Mohawk in Deal
Pam-0 Film Exchange will dis-

tribute Mohawk's 19 in up-state
New York.

currence of two contingencies,— (1)

that the combined business of the

five majors for the period ending
June 1, 1942, is less than 72 per
cent of the total domestic market,
and, (2) the escape clause is open
in the event that the first condition
occurs to only those companies which
lose 5 per cent or more than busi-

ness for that period.

Based on Proportional Biz

The 72 per cent figure was reached
after the negotiators estimated that
the five companies had done that
proportion of the domestic business
for the past few seasons. It was to

estimate this percentage that the
three non-theater-owning companies

—UA, "U" and Columbia—were
asked to submit figures on their re-
spective gross business for a num-
ber of seasons.

Defendants in collateral anti-

trust actions, those against the
Schine, Griffith and Crescent
circuits, will be offered the same
terms of settlement as those em-
bodied in the proposed consent
decree, reliable Government
sources explained yesterday. In
the event of the acceptance of
these terms, the Government
will drop the suits, filed respec-
tively in Buffalo, Oklahoma City
and Nashville, but if its offer is

met by a refusal the actions will

be prosecuted.

Coast Production Dipt

Only Six Pix Starting

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAL
Hollywood—Six pictures are sc

uled to go into work this weei
At Columbia: "The Little Prof

sor" with Rochelle Hudson and Pa
Kelly.
At Paramount: Harry Shermai

"The Roundup" co-starring Richa
Dix and Preston Foster with P
tricia Morison, Don Wilson, Bet
Brewer, Douglas Dumbrille a

Ruth Donnelly.
At M-G-M: "Little Nelly Kell

starring Judy Garland with Geor
Murphy, Douglas McPhail, Char]
Winninger and Arthur Shields.

At 20th Century-Fox: "Jenn
with Virginia Gilmore, Willis

Henry, Dorris Bowden and Geor
Montgomery.
At Republic: "The Hit Parade

1941" with Kenny Baker, Franc
Langford, Hugh Herbert, Mary I

land, Ann Miller, Patsy Kelly, Bor
Minnevitch and his gang, and J

Garber and his orchestra.
At Universal: "Meet the Wildes

with Margaret Lindsay, Ralph B
lamy and Allen Jenkins.

Production at Warners
Well Ahead of Schedule
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAI.

Burbank—With 12 pictures co

pleted and awaiting release, thi

more in the cutting rooms and s

others now in production, Warr
studio is well ahead of schedule a

geared for the heaviest fall prodi

tion schedule in the company's h
tory.

Milwaukee May Have
Two More Drive-Ins

Milwaukee — So successful 1

business been at the Drive-In tl

ater west of the city since its ope

ing late in June that it is reporl

the operators will open two simi
houses in the vicinity of Milwauk

Preparing Lamour Starrer

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAI

Hollywood — Para, has assigr
Stuart Anthony to prepare a Po
nesian story, which may be tit'

"Driftwood," for Dorothy Lamo
Jack Moss will do the scripting.

la. Gov. Dedicates House
Lake City, la.—R. N. Berna :

l

new $40,000 Iowa theater oper.

here with Gov. G. A. Wilson rm
ing the dedicatory address.

Richmond, Va. — Henry Saunde
projectionist, Grand, is daddy of

baby boy, Allen Wallace.



iVompiete Text of Proposed Equity fitti

The Daily Newspaper
Of Motion Picture!
Twenty-Two Years Old

DL. 78, NO. 27 NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7. 1940 TEN CENTS

iRBITRATION UNDER AAA IN SUITDECREE

tOth-Fox Reports $117,213 Profit For 26 Weeks
236,163 Second Quarter
dss; $800,000 in Reserve
gainst Foreign Assets

Twentieth-Fox yesterday reported

: consolidated net operating profit

si 17,213 after all charges, includ-

g provision of $800,000 for re-

against foreign assets, for the
weeks ended June 29. This corn-

res with a profit of $2,325,525 for

[e first 26 weeks of 1939.

For the second quarter ended June
, the consolidated net operating
ss, after all chai-ges, including
ovision of $700,000 for reserve
;ainst foreign assets, was $236,163

(Continued on Page 4i

quipmenl Exports

Iff for Six Months

ashmgton Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Exports of U. S. mo-
ra picture equipment during the
st six months of 1940 show de-
ines in all lines, according to De-
.rtment of Commerce figures made
iblic yesterday by Nathan D. Gol-
n. chief, Motion Picture Division.

Sound reproducing exports de-

ceased for the period under review
(Continued on Page 10)

wo New Tele Stations

—

os Angeles-New York

•:
ashington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

: Washington — FCC yesterday
anted two new television appli-

tions for stations in Los Angeles
id Philadelphia. Television Prod-
ts, Inc., of Los Angeles, has been

(Continued on Page 11)

! " t

-

Air-Cooled Store
Hits St. Louis B. O.

St. Louis^C. B. Nelson, F & M's per-
sonnel director here, has found a new
Summer competitor for films. It's the
air conditioned department store. Nelson
attributes installation of air conditioning
equipment in the Famous-Barr store op-
posite the Ambassador Theater for the
latter's slump in matinee biz. Femmes
who used to shop hastily and then cool
off in the theater now stay in the store,
to the b.o.'s decided loss, says Nelson.

FULL TEXT OF CONSENT DECREE
Tentative Plan for Arbitration Machinery Added to

Final Plan Submitted to Washington Yesterday

On following pages is the completed and, what is regarded by some, the final draft

of the proposed consent decree proposals as received in Washington last night by the

Dept. of Justice and the Attorney General's office. Although this draft is said to be

complete and regarded as permanent, it is reported that a gentleman's agreement exists

making it possible for changes to be made.

In Article Five, dealing with arbitration of clearance disputes, it is pointed out that

the clause on a distributor's right to select its own customer and designate the run is

omitted from this draft and is to be inserted in clauses containing general reservation.

The following draft is dated Aug. 3 and contains several changes in the draft of

July 17, with an additional article embodying provisions for the setting up of an arbitra-

tion system—an article new regarded as semi-official but not having the endorsement

as yet of either the Government or the distributors.

The escape clause, given herewith in full, was one which reportedly caused bitter

controversy during its drafting. Under its provisions, the defendant may move to

(Continued on Page 5)

Clash of Ascap, BMI Kane Will Return

Menaces Tune Plugs To U. K. to Produce

By VERN GODKIN
FILM DAILY Staff Correspondent

San Francisco—Proceedings of the

current convention of* the National
Association of Broadcasters here,

which conclave ends tonight, poise

a neat problem for the motion pic-

ture industry which has a definite

stake in the course of the battle
(Continued on Page 11)

Current Hollywood studio assign-

ment of Robert T. Kane does not

mean that 20th-Fox has abandoned
its British production program, it

was said here yesterday by Sidney
R. Kent, company's prexy.
Kent declared that the announced

British program will go through,
and that the pictures listed on the

(Continued on Page 4)

See ITA Plan as Unworkable
Requires 100% Adoption, Sales Chiefs' View

Nazis to Dub 220 German
Pix for Occupied France

Paris (By Cable) — To replace
American films, banned in occupied
French territory by German edict,

UFA's French subsidiary, the Al-
liance Cinematographique Europe-
enne, will dub 220 German produc-
tions selected by Dr. Otto Deitrich

for French consumption. Dubbing
will be done in local studios.

American product has virtually
(Continued on Page 4)

Proposal of Independent Theaters
Association of Canada for the de-

velopment of unit shows as a cure

for dual programs was met with
mild interest yesterday by some
sales executives. Admitting that the

experiment would be interesting,

the sales chiefs were of the opinion

that the plan would not be work-
able unless it was adopted by the

industry as a whole.

Under the ITA plan, producers

would make a short feature to be
(Continued on Page 10)

Plan Calls for Appeal
Board to be Set Up and
Operate in Washington

Maintenance and functioning
of an arbitration system under
the proposed consent decree
provisions in the Government's
equity suit will be under the juris-

diction of the American Arbitration
Assn., according to Article 10 of the
tentative draft submitted to Washing-
ton yesterday. It is understood that
the arbitration proposals represent
the work of one Government attorney
and do not, necessarily, constitute
the official voice of either the dis-

tributors or the Government.
The article is broken down into

six sections, each explaining the oper-
ations of the proposed arbitration
machinery. In summary, the text

of the sections is as follows:
(a) A panel of not less than

10 neutral arbitrators shall be
(Continued on Page 11)

Para, and 20lh-Fox

Weigh Decree Today

Paramount and 20th Century-Fox
have not yet decided whether they
will accept the tentative consent de-

cree proposals. Top executives of
both companies today are expected

(Continued on Page 10)

Ohio ITO's "Vigilantes"

To Report Slot Machines

Columbus—Members of the ITO
of Ohio are called upon to function
as "vigilantes" to assure that slot

machine movies toe the mark in the
(Continued on Page 4)

20th~Fox Decision
Up to Board—Kent

Twentieth-Fox's decision as to accept-
ance or rejection of the proposed con-
sent decree to end the D of J's equity
suit is "up to the Board," it was said

yesterday by President Sidney R. Kent.
Kent added that he did not know when
the Board would act.
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riNANCIAL
(Tuesday, Aug. 6)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat 7 7 7 — l/4
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd.. 173^ 173/4 1734 — Vz
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 1243,4 12434 1243,4 — 1

do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 9 9 9 — Vl
Loew's, Inc 25 245/8 25 — y4
do pfd
Paramount 5% 5% 5% — l/8
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. . 8V4 SVs 8Vs — Vs
Pathe Film
RKO 2% 2% 2% — l/

8
20th Century-Fox . . 6V8 6V8 SVs
20th Century-Fox pfd ^...
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2'/8 2y8 2y8 — l/8
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3 '/2S46

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3

i/4s47 86 85'/2 86 + 1/8
RKO 6s41
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 81 81 81 +1%

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 9% 9% 9%
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc... 4V4 4% 4]4
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES

Bid Asked
Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57

William Silcock Dead
Milwaukee—William Silcock, 53,

former operator of the Lake Geneva

and Delavan Theaters is dead at Lake

Geneva. Survivors include his wife

and four sons.

"Pastor Hall" Suit Filed
By Toller Administrator

George Garfield, as administrator
of the estate of Ernst Toller, filed a
suit in the Federal Court yesterday
against Charter Film ' Productions
Limited, Grand National Pictures,
Ltd., James Roosevelt, United Ar-
tists Corp., and H.E.R. Laboratories,
Inc., asking an injunction, account-
ing of profits and damages over
distribution of the film "Pastor Hall."
Garfield, in the complaint, states
that Toller copyrighted a dramatic
composition, "Pastor Hall," in April,
1939.

Garfield further claims that Char-
ter Film Productions infringed the
story in 1939 and 1940 by, making a
film entitled, "Pastor Hall," and
using the Toller material. Defen-
dants other than Charter are ac-
cused of having distributed the film
in the U. S. and England.

Republic-SPG Agreement
Submitted to Negotiation

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Offer made Tuesday

by Republic to sign original agree-
ment with Screen Publicists Guild
will be submitted to negotiating com-
mittee by President Alanson Ed-
wards. However, Edwards declared
that original pact provided low terms
for Republic publicity department
members and said Guild will now in-

sist on a new agreement embrac-
ing more compensation. He contend-
ed Republic had deferred action too
long on tentative agreement.

Pathe Plans Six Features
For Its Welwyn Studios

London (By Air Mail)—W. J. Gell,

managing director of Pathe, is nego-
tiating for screen rights to six best-

selling stories for new season's prod-
uction at the Welwyn Studios. Work
on the first of the six, a detective
thriller, is expected to start by the
end of August.

Pathe expects to release 46 fea-
tures to be produced by Monogram
and Producers Releasing Corp.

British National Preparing
Screen History of Red Cross

London (By Air Mail)—British Na-
tional and Oscar Deutsch are going
ahead with the preparation of a
screen history of the Red Cross.
Miles Malleson is working on the
script. Profits from the picture are
to be given to the Red Cross which
is co-operating on the production.
The film will be made in Techni-

color. Negotiations are on to ob-
tain the services of all prominent
British stars at nominal salaries.

"Pastor Hall" Premiere in 'Frisco
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — "Pastor Hall" will

have its World Premiere at United
Artists, San Francisco, Aug. 14.

United Artists is a single bill house.

Quadruple Premiere Set

For "Brigham" Aug. 23

Twentieth-Fox's "Brigham Young"
will have a quadruple world premiere
in the Center, Paramount, Utah and
Capital theaters, Salt Lake City, on
Aug. 23, it was announced yester-

day by Charles E. McCarthy, com-
pany's ad-publicity head, following

his return from Coast conferences

with Darryl Zanuck and Herman
Wobber.
Four houses will charge $1.10 top,

while the Center, at which the pix

will continue, will up its matinee
scale 25 per cent and its evening
prices 33 1-3 per cent for the run.

Hollywood premiere delegation will

be headed by Tyrone Power and
Linda Darnell.
Other key city runs at advanced

prices will be set up upon Wobber's
return to New York at the end of

this week.

B & K Reported Picking
Staff for Tele Station

Chicago—B & K is considering
sites both in the Loop and on the
West side for its tele transmitter,
it was learned yesterday subsequent
to the action of the FCC in approv-
ing construction of a B & K tele

station here. It is reported that the
theater circuit is already engaging
a tele director and staff, with a view
to having its station in operation
about Jan. 1.

COmiflG and G0IIN

i
fes

SIDNEY R. KENT returns to the Thoi
Islands within the next two days to con
a vacation interrupted by home office confen
on the Government suit.

WALTER WANGER arrives today from
Coast by plane. He is accompanied by

wife, JOAN BENNETT. After a week
p

days here, Wanger will make a tour of ;

15 cities in the East to lecture on film t

and radio forums dealing with films.

LEON NETTER, Paramount theater chj

left yesterday for Asheville and Atlant.

fer with Paramount theater partners

ANNA NEAGLE arrives here today froti

Coast to be a guest-star in a new RKO
formation Please" short to be filmed form

MARCEL PACNOL, French director, has

poned his trip to this country.

GEORGE JESSEL arrives here today fror

Coast.

EARLE C. HINES, International Projector

head, returned to New York yesterday
the Coast.

WILLIAM A. SCULLY, general sales m;

of Universal, left yesterday for a swing tl

the South.

WALTER BATCHELOR returns t

this week.

GARRETT J. LLOYD, of Universal, is ill

York for a few days before continuing h

tion-wide tour in the interests of tht

Deanna Durbin release, "Spring Parade.'

GEORGE WHITE is at the Warwick.

JAMES R. GRAINGER, Republic's pre

left New York last night for Detroit, CI

Buffalo and Boston, and is scheduled to

to the home office next Tuesday.

STEVE BARSANSKY of Modern Theater
ment, New Haven, is resting in New Ham
LYNN FARNOL, director of advertisiir

publicity for United Artists, returns

desk in New York today from Hollywood.
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PASTE THIS
IN YOUR HAT!

TAKE a tip about "I Love You Again"!

M-G-M has made the

FUNNIEST picture this industry

HAS seen in 10 years!

BILL Powell, Myrna Loy are riotous!

IT'S bigger than the biggest Thin Man hit!

IT will convulse the nation and
ROCK your box-office!

(FLASH ! The prophecy comes true. Detroit engagement
of "I LOVE YOU AGAIN" is sensational! You're next!)
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$117,213 Net Profit

For Twentielh-Fox

{Continued from Page 1)

compared with first quarter profit of

$353,376, and a profit of $1,101,275
for the second quarter of 1939.

Gross income from sales and rent-
als of film and accessories for the
26 weeks was $23,934,628.96. Op-
erating expenses of exchanges, home
office and administrative expenses,
etc., totalled $5,488,394.43. Amorti-
zation of production and other costs
hit $15,760,572.16, while participation
in film rentals accounted for an ex-
pense of $2,054,415.34.
The purpose of the additions to

special reserve against foreign as-
sets is to exclude from current
profits, those profits earned during
the period in foreign currencies,

principally sterling, which are not
currently realizable in United States
dollars and are therefore not avail-

able for use in the Corporation's
operations in the United States.

These profits are now represented
by foreign current assets (principal-

ly cash) and at such future time
when they may be converted into

United States dollars, they will be
included in the profits of the period
in which realized.

No portion of the earnings of

National Theatei-s Corp. is included
since no dividends were declared by
NT during the first half of either

year.

Ohio ITO's "Vigilantes"

To Report Slot Machines

(Continued from Page 1)

state in a current service bulletin

issued by Pete J. Wood, secretary.

Wood, pointing out that all film

used in such machines in Ohio must
first be submitted to the State Cen-
sorship Board, urges exhibs. to im-
mediately report to the ITO offices

the exact locations of any machines
installed.

According to Wood, the automatics
are now being installed in road
houses, hotels, drug stores, restaur-

ants, etc., in Ohio.

Garner Theater for Ida, La.

Ida, La.—The Henry Garner in-

terests plan a small theater for this

community. It will be called the

Ida.

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Billie Burke

Ann Harding

Rudolph C. Ising

Phillips Smalley
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• • 8* IT'S Fred C. Quimby. Metro's veteran short subjects man-

ager, speaking: "With mounting sentiment toward a return to single

features short subjects will make greater strides in the season

ahead than in any year since the advent of dual billing"

Quimby's prediction is based on three points: (1) "At this time

when foreign markets have been vastly curtailed producers will

have to concentrate on building up the home market which means

that fewer but better pictures will be made (2) The antipathy toward

dual programs has been growing steadily and, in the past season,

reached proportions which can no longer be overlooked and, (3)

That short subjects —which will logically take the place of the sec-

ond feature— in struggling through the years to hold their own
have steadily improved in quality and have gradually be-

come acceptable to the public as entertainment WORTH a portion

of the admission price"

T T T
• • • ALL of these factors coming to a head at the same
time are sufficiently strong to effect a needed change in mo-
tion picture presentation and that change will begin to be

felt during the new season he states, and adds that "at

long last, theaters now have the incentive to present well-balanced,

rounded out, mature programs and the shorts makers are

ready with the product"

T T
• • • ANENT the omnipresent duel over duals this corner

met up with an industry gent on the gyrating Long Island R. R. last week
who put forth a possible (?) solution to double-bill elimination

Said the heated gent heatedly: "Exhibs. are to blame for double

features because they insist on needlessly giving away whole hours

of screen-time to the public daily But the real blame rests with

the producers who stubbornly refuse to make all individual fea-

tures so good that audiences will stay through two shows Thus an
exhibitor would only have to play one feature and could still give

away screen time needlessly which so many of them insist on do-

ing So you see the REAL fault lies with the producers!"

Is there a doctor in the house?

V T T
• • • WE'LL tell you a true story and you think-up

your own title for it depending upon whether you're a phi-

losopher, wag or cynic Here goes: Everett R. Cummings,
district Tri-States theater chief of Omaha and Bill Miskell,

manager of the Orpheum Theater there attended a benefit

show held late last week at Harlan, la., for the Shelby County
tornado victims The big-hearted Cummings and Miskell

moved by the appeals of the benefit's speakers dug down tear-

fully in their jeans contributed $25 and left for Omaha
On arriving back in town they learned that during their

absence the south end of the Orpheum's new marquee had
been demolished by —a wind storm

T T T
• • • STUFF: The baby shown in that just-released-nationally

Para, newsreel (he's shown watching an aerial act at Palisades Amuse-

ment Park) is none other than 21-months-old Peter Nevins, pride and joy

of Bert Nevins, Park's publicity director Mathilda Seiden, only femme
pix director in the East, has begun work on "Three Daughters," the third

of a series of four Yiddish feature filums which she's makin' for Cinema
Service Corp

DATE BOOK

VCIIIIU

4

Today: Washington Warner outing, Bam
House, Bay Ridge, Md.

Aug. 9: SPC dance, Hotel Pierre Roof.

Aug. 18: AMPTO of Western Pennsylvania ou

ing, Herman Farm, Carnegie.

Aug. 20: Northern Penn. Get-Together, Coi

neaut Lake Hotel.

Aug. 21 : Screen Publicists Cuild conventio

Hollywood.

Aug. 21: Baltimore Variety Club Ches.

Bay cruise.

Aug. 23: Washington Variety Club golf tourn

ment, Manor Club, Norbeck, Md.

Aug. 23: Cleveland Variety Club golf tourn

ment, Grantland Country Club.

Aug. 22-24: National Television Conventio
Roosevelt Hotel, Hollywood.

Aug. 26: Indianapolis Variety Club golf tourn

ment, Broadmoor Country Club.

Aug. 27-28: West Virginia Managers Ass

ciation convention, Greenbrier Hotel, Whi
Sulphur Springs.

Sept. 4-5: Commonwealth circuit conventio

Hotel President, Kansas City.

Sept. 12-14: Biological Photographic Associati

convention, Hotel Schroeder, Milwaukee.

Sept. 13: Philadelphia Variety Club-The Exhib

tor golf tournament, Philmont Country Clu

Sept. 25-27: New Jersey Allied conventic

President Hotel, Atlantic City.

Oct. 26: Cinema Lodge, B'nai B'rith, banqui

Hotel Pennsylvania.

Nov. 11: A F of L convention opens, N<

Orleans.

Nov. 21 : Motion Picture Associates ball, Hoi

Astor.

Dec. 12: Phiily Variety Club dinner Bellev

Stratford.

Nazis to Dub 220 German
Pix for Occupied France

(Continued from Page 1)

disappeared from Parisian theate

with the withdrawal of Americz
distribs. Few old U. S. pix are sti

being shown in some provinci

towns, but it's only a question

time before they also exit.

Thus far, the German admihistr.

tion has frowned upon all attemp
by French producers to resume a

tivity here.

Kane Will Return to U. K
To Produce Program

(Continued from Page 1)

1940-41 program will be made
London under Kane's direction.

Asked if he had any comment
make on the action of the Germs
government in banning 20th-Fi

product from the Nazi territor

Kent observed, "It speaks for i

self."

Lessing Opens Exchange
St. Louis—O. F. Lessing, forme

ly manager here for Judell, h,

opened Variety Pictures Exchani
at 3215 Olive Street.

€< « « » » *>

Pickford 'Cavalcade*
West Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Mary Pickford is returning

to the screen via a "cavalcade" of her

pictures to be exhibited for the benefit

of the Canadian War Relief Fund. She

says that some six weeks will be re-

quired to cut and edit the films, and add

a modern prologue. Prominent in the

"cavalcade" will be excerpts from "Co-
quette," "Daddy Long Legs" and "Tess

of the Storm Country."
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:ate, after June 1, 1942, the provisions of

options 1, 2a and 2b (text below) under

(tain stated conditions,

n Washington yesterday, Abraham Feller,

ief of the consent decree section, said

9t the escape clause "is written on the

2ory that little members of the Big Eight

II not go along. There is nothing to in-

nate what would happen if one of the

; ones declined to come along."

The D of J is said not to have
nsidered the contingencies arising

Paramount doesn't finally go along.

was explained that in such case,

iturally, the New York suit would
ntinue against Paramount and the

laller companies.

Elimination of Blind Selling

V distributor shall lease or offer for lease:

Ra feature, (2) motion picture film for a

he exhibition within the United States of

erica and the District of Columbia at which
a. [mission fee is charged until the film has

jm trade shown, (3) within the exchange
trict. (4) as presently constituted, in which

public exhibition is to be held. Every
de showing shall be preceded by a notice

plished in a trade publication, (5)_ having
,; lcral circulation among exhibitors in such

:h:inge district, which shall state the title

the film and the date and the time when
place or places where the film will be trade

nvn.

5(1) The term lease includes the making of

a license, agreement, contract or any
type of agreement whereby a feature

motion picture film is to be supplied

by a distributor directly or indirectly

to an exhibitor to be exhibited in a

theater for public performance.

(2) A feature motion picture film is a mo-
tion picture which is approximately
5,000 feet, or more, in length, herein-

after sometimes referred to as "fea-

tures'" or "feature pictures" or "pic-

tures." and which has not been released

in the United States prior to September
1, 1941.

(3) A trade showing is an exhibition of a

motion picture film at a theater or

projection room for the benefit of ex-

hibitors generally, prior to the lease or

offer to lease of a feature for public

exhibition.

(4) Each company shall file a map showing
the territory covered by each exchange
district as presently constituted.

:
i Trade publication means a daily or
weekly newspaper or magazine which
is devoted primarily to news concerning
the motion picture industry.

II

nutation on the Lease of Pictures
Which Have Been Trade Shown
'a) No distributor shall lease or offer for

se more than five features in a single group.
iy distributor may in offering its features
' licensing change the combinations of trade
)wn features in groups as it may from time to

le determine; and may lease or offer for lease
many groups of trade shown features as it

iy from time to time determine provided that

; lease of one group of features shall not be

fiditioned upon the lease of another feature or

)up of features,

(b) No exhibitor shall be required to lease

Jrt subjects, newsreels. trailers, or serials

erein collectively referred to in this article as

lorts") as a condition of leasing features.

> exhibitor shall be required to lease re-

mes, westerns, or foreigns (hereinafter
lectively referred to in this article as

ireigns"*) as a condition of leasing other
.itures.

Controversies arising upon a complaint by
exhibitor that the leasing of one group of

ltures was conditioned upon the leasing of

other feature or group of features or the

leasing of shorts or foreigns shall be subject to

arbitration. An exhibitor shall have no right

to assert any claim that the leasing of such
features was so conditioned unless he shall

have mailed to the distributor at its Home
Office notice in writing of such claim and the

grounds therefor not later than two days after

notification to exhibitor of distributor's ap-

proval of exhibitor's signed application for

such features, shorts and foreigns. The power
of arbitrators in any such dispute shall be

limited to (1) a finding as to whether or not

the leasing of such features was so condi-

tioned; and if the finding be in the affirmative,

then (2) an award cancelling the license

agreement or agreements for (or to the extent

that they may relate to) such additional feature

or group of features, "shorts" or "foreigns."

(c) Cancellation for Cause
An exhibitor may cancel out of any group

of features leased by him, any picture which
is generally offensive in the locality served by
his theater on moral, religious or racial

grounds, provided written notice of his election

to cancel together with a statement of his

reasons therefor shall be mailed to the Home
Office of the distributor not later than seven

days after the contract has been executed.

Any distributor may arbitrate the question of

whether any picture is in fact generally

offensive in the locality served on moral,

religious or racial grounds.

Ill

Leasing of Feature Motion Pictures

in Exchange Districts

No license for features to be exhibited in

theaters located in any exchange district**

shall include theaters located in another ex-

change district, as from time to time con-

stituted, nor shall the leasing of features in

one exchange district be conditioned upon the

leasing of a feature or group of features in

another exchange district.

IV

Pictures Available on Some Run
Controversies arising upon a complaint by

an exhibitor that a distributor has refused to

lease its pictures contrary to the provisions of

this section shall be subject to arbitration.

Distributors shall not refuse to lease their

pictures on some run to be designated by the

distributor for exhibition in any situation

provided that the exhibitor can satisfy reason-

able minimum standards of theater operation

and the exhibitor is reputable and responsible,

unless the granting of a run on any terms to

the complaining exhibitor will prejudice the

distributor's business interests in the area
where the complainant's theater is located. If

the arbitrator finds that a distributor has re-

fused to lease its pictures contrary to the

provisions of this section he shall issue an
award directing the distributor to offer its

pictures for license to the complaining ex-

hibitor for a run to be designated by the

distributor upon terms and conditions fixed by
the distributor which are not calculated to

defeat the purpose of this section. The burden
of showing that granting a run on any terms
to the complaining exhibitor will prejudice the

distributor's business interests in the area where
the complainant's theater is located shall be

upon the distributor.

V
Arbitration of Clearance Disputes

Disputes as to clearance shall be subject to

arbitration under the following provisions:
Clearance, as used in this section, shall be

deemed to mean the period of time which must
elapse between the successive runs of a motion
picture in a given area, pursuant to the ex-

press provisions of a license agreement.

It is recognized that clearance, reasonable
as to time and area, is essential in the dis-

tribution and exhibition of motion pictures.

[The clause on a distributor's right to select

its own customer and designate the run is

*Westerns are those western pictures which
are not of the usual character and type of, and
are inexpensively produced as compared with,

the distributor's general line of features. For-
eigns are features produced outside of the

United States except such as were produced
in the English language -by the distributor or

a subsidiary or affiliate thereof.

**Changes in the territory embraced within a
particular exchange district shall be made only
after two weeks' notice to the Department of
Justice.

omitted from this draft and is to be inserted
in clauses containing general reservation.]

In determining whether any clearance com-
plained of is unreasonable, the arbitrators shall

take into consideration the following factors and
accord to them the importance and weight to

which each is entitled, regardless of the order
in which they are listed:

(1) The historical development of clearance

in the particular area wherein the theaters

involved are located.

(2) The admission prices of the theaters

involved.

(3) The character and location of the the-

aters involved, including size, type of enter-

tainment appointments, transit facilities, etc.

(4) The policy of operation of the theaters

involved, such as the showing of double fea-

tures, gift nights, give-aways, premiums, cut
rate tickets, lotteries, etc.

(5) The rental terms and license fees paid
by the theaters involved and the revenues
derived by the distributor from such theaters.

(6) The extent to which the theaters involved
compete with each other for patronage.

(7) All other business considerations, pro-
vided that the fact that a theater involved is

affiliated with a distributor or a chain of

theaters, shall be disregarded.
The power of the arbitrator in any dispute

relating to clearance shall be limited to:

(1) a finding as to whether or not the clear-

ance complained of is unreasonable, and
if the finding be in the affirmative, then,

(2) an award fixing the maximum amount
of clearance which may be granted in

all license agreements thereafter en-

tered into.

In any case where there has been a reduction
in clearance by an award of the arbitrator any
distributor or exhibitor affected by such an
award may thereafter petition for a modifica-
tion of the maximum clearance fixed by the

award, and if it shall be shown that since the
making of such an award the conditions in

respect of the theaters involved in the award
have so changed as to warrant modifications
thereof, then such award shall be modified
accordingly.

VI

Unreasonably Withholding Prints
In booking prints for exhibition by exhibitors

competing on the same run in the same
exchange territory, the distributor shall not
withhold delivery of prints available in the
exchange from one exhibitor in order to give
a competing exhibitor a prior playing date
not provided for in its exhibition contract.
It is recognized that distributors must be
permitted discretion in the ordinary course of
booking and distributing films in an exchange
when too few prints are available in the ex-
change for the playing date desired by two
or more theaters. In such cases this section
shall have no application.

Violations of this section shall be subject
to arbitration and, if the arbitrator finds that
the distributor has pursued a policy of with-
holding available prints in violation of this

section, he shall enter an award directnig the
distributor to discontinue such policy.

VII
Remedy for Discrimination Against

Independently Operated Theaters
Controversies arising upon a complaint by an

independent exhibitor that subsequent to the
commencement of the method of selling set

forth in sections 1, 2a and 2b hereof, a de-
fendant distributor has arbitrarily refused to

license its features for exhibition on the run
requested by said exhibitor in one of said
exhibitor's theaters which was in existence or

which replaced* a theater in existence at the
date of this decree shall be subject to arbitra-

tion. An independent exhibitor, as used in

this section, is one wholly independent of any
circuit of more than five theaters and not
affiliated either by stock ownership, common
buying or otherwise with a circuit of more than
five theaters or with a buying combine or
common buying agent negotiating for more
than five theaters.

*A replacement is a theater which was erected
in the same neighborhood as one which was
destroyed or permanently abandoned as a the-

ater, for the purpose of succeeding to its

patronage. If the replacing theater has a seat-

ing capacity more than 25 per cent greater
than that of the theater replaced, it shall sot

be entitled to the benefits of this section.

Blind Selling to be Ended;
Pictures to be Offered in

Maximum Blocks of Five

Findings
In any such arbitration no award shall be

made against a distributor unless the arbitrator
shall first find the following facts:

(1) That the complainant is an independent
exhibitor as defined in this section and that the
theater operated by him and specified in his
complaint was in existence at the date of the
decree or replaced such a theater;

(2) That such refusal of the distributor
continued during a period of not less than
three successive months;

(3) That the distributor has during such
period, licensed the feature pictures requested
by the complaining exhibitor on the run re-

quested by him to a theater which is a
component of a circuit of not less than 15
theaters and which is in competition with the
theater specified in the exhibitor's complaint;

(4) That the complainant's theater has not
available to it feature pictures sufficient in

nature and quantity to enable it to operate
on the run requested by the complainant.

(5) That
(a) The complaining exhibitor has operated

the theater specified in his complaint subse-
quent to July 20, 1935, and prior to July 20,
1940, on the same run as or on an earlier
run than that enjoyed by the circuit theater
specified in the complaint; or

(b) The complaining exhibitor has subsequent
to July 20, 1935, and prior to July 20, 1940,
demanded in writing features for the theater
specified in his complaint from the distributor
complained against on the same run as or on
an earlier run than that enjoyed by the circuit
theater specified in the complaint ; or

(c) The complaining exhibitor operated his
said theater for at least one year prior to the
entry of this decree and subsequent to July
20, 1935, and prior to July 20, 1940, a prior
operator of said theater demanded in writing
features from the distributor defendant com-
plained against on the same run as or on an
earlier run than that enjoyed by the circuit

theater specified in the complaint.
(6) That the refusal to license the exhibi-

tion of said pictures in the complainant's the-
ater was in fact because the theater licensed
to exhibit them on the run requested by the
complainant was a component part of such
circuit of theaters.

The arbitrator, in determining whether the
exhibitor's complaint is established by the
evidence, shall take into consideration, among'
other things: the terms offered by the two
competing theaters, the seating capacity of
each of said theaters; their respective capacities
for producing revenue for the distributor, their
character, appearance and condition, including
their furnishings, equipment and conveniences;
their location; the character and extent of the
area and population each serves; the com-
petitive conditions in the area in which they
are operated; their comparative suitability*
for exhibition of the distributor's pictures on
the run requested; the character and ability of
their management and their reputation gen-
erally in the industry and in the community
for showmanship, honesty and fair dealing;
the policy under which the theaters involved
have been operated and under which the
complaining theater proposes to operate if it

obtains the run requested; the financial re-

sponsibility of their owners 1 and operators;
and any equities arising out of the distribu-
tor's prior relations with the two theaters
involved.

Award
If in any such arbitration the arbitrator

finds for the complaining exhibitor, he may
enter an award against the distributor which
shall not affect the license to exhibit any
feature picture then under contract but shall
prohibit it from thereafter leasing its fea-
tures for exhibition on the run requested in

the circuit theater specified in the complaint
{Continued on Page 8)

*In considering this factor in situations
where the exhibitor customarily operates two
or more theaters on the same run in the same
situation as a unit by contracting for blocks
of features on an "or" basis and by exhibiting
each feature in a particular theater which,
because of its characteristics, operating policy,
or admission prices, is most suitable for
txhibition of the particular feature, all of such
theaters may be considered collectively as a
unit.
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Proposed Decree Sets Arbitration
Neutral Arbitrators

No Industry Background
Provided in Machinery

(Continued from Page 5)

otherwise than by a separate contract or
agreement which shall not be a part of any
contract or agreement for the licensing of
features to any other theater or conditioned
upon the licensing of features for exhibition
in any other theater.

Proceedings Subsequent to Award
After a final award has been made in favor

of a complaining exhibitor under this section,

such exhibitor may institute a further arbi-
tration proceeding to be held before the ar-

bitrator who entered the original award, if

available, upon the ground that such award
has not in good faith been complied with by
a distributor against whom it was entered.
If in any such proceeding the arbitrator
finds that the distributor has not in good
faith complied with the original award, the
arbitrator may award damages to the ex-
hibitor for loss resulting from the distribu-
tor's failure to comply with the original award.
Any award of damages hereunder shall be
purely compensatory, but in the case fo first-

run exhibition shall not exceed the amount
of rentals received by the offending distributor
from the circuit for its features licensed for
exhibition in violation of the award, and in

the case of subsequent-run exhibition shall

not exceed twice the amount of such rentals.

Proceedings for an award of damages for
violation of the original award must be com-
menced within sixty days after such violation
has occurred, by filing with the arbitrator
any serving upon the distributor a statement
and specification of the facts constituting each
violation for which damages are sought and
of the exhibitor's damages resulting from
such violation. There shall be no award of
damages in any such proceeding for any viola-

tion of the original award of which complaint
is not so filed and served within said period,
but prior violations may, in any such pro-
ceeding, be considered by the arbitrator as
evidence bearing upon the question of the
distributor's good faith.

VIII

Acquisitions of or Changes with

Respect to Theaters in Which
Defendants Are Interested

(1) Each of the defendants will notify the
Department of Justice immediately of any
legally binding commitment for the acquisi-

tion by it* of any additional theater or the-

aters.

(2) Each defendant will also report* to

the Department of Justice on or before the

tenth day of each month the changes in its

theater position, if any, that have occurred
during the preceding month, which shall in-

clude:

(a) Theaters contracted to be built, or

building;
(b) Theaters lost or disposed of;

(c) Theaters acquired;
(d) Interest in theaters acquired, stating

the nature and extent of such interests;

(e) A statement of the reasons for such
changes.

(3) If upon receipt of such information the

Department of Justice requests further infor-

mation with respect to any of the above trans-

actions, such defendant will make a reason-

able effort to supply such information prompt-
ly; provided, however, that no information

furnished shall be divulged by any represen-

tative of the Department of Justice to any
person other than a duly authorized repre-

sentative of the Department of Justice, ex-

cept in the course of legal proceedings to

which the United States is a party or as

otherwise required by law.

(4) For a period of three years following

the entry of this decree, no defendant shall

"Shin Game" Clichs
New Haven—Bathing Beauty contest

series at the Loew-Poli Bijou is packing
the house weekly, regardless of heat.

enter upon a general program of expanding
its theater holdings. Nothing herein shall
prevent any defendant from acquiring theaters
or interests therein to protect its investment
or its competitive position or for ordinary
purposes of its business. Proceedings based
on a violation of this sub-paragraph 4 of

section 8 shall be only by application to the
Court for injunctive relief against the cor-

porate defendant complained against, which
shall be limited to restraining the acquisition
of or ordering the divestiture of the theaters
or interests therein, if any, about to be ac-

quired or acquired in violation of this section.

IX
Escape Clause

At any time after June 1, 1942, any de-

fendant may move to vacate the provisions of

sections 1, 2a and 2b of this decree by filing

an application under oath stating that during
any constructive nine months period preceding
the filing of such application either (1) two
or more distributors of motion picture films

operating on a national exchange basis have
leased their feature motion pictures* other
than in accordance with the provisions of

sections 1 and 2a of this decree or (2) 45 or
more feature motion picture films have been
leased other than in accordance with the pro-

visions of sections 1 and 2a hereof. The
petitioner and the other defendants who have
signed the decree shall be served with notice

of the filing of such application.

Upon such application, the Court shall enter

an order relieving the defendants of further

compliance with the provisions of section 1,

2a and 2b of this decree but not before August
31, 1942 unless within 60 days after service

of such application the petitioner shall es-

tablish to the satisfaction of the Court that

during said nine months period (1) more than
72 per cent of the total gross income from
licenses for the exhibition of motion pictures

in the United States, excluding the gross

income of State rights exchanges, has been
derived from pictures leased by the defen-
dants bound by this decree; and (2) the ap-

plicant distributor's percentage of the total

gross income from licenses for the exhibition

of motion pictures in the United States dis-

tributed by it and by all distributors not

bound by this decree, excluding State rights

exchanges, has not decreased more than 5

per cent of the percentage which such dis-

tributor's total revenues for the calendar years
1937, 1938 and 1939 is to the total for said
three years of such distributor's revenue and
the revenue of all distributors not bound by
this decree, excluding State rights exchanges.

Each distributor subject to this decree
agrees that upon the request of the Depart-
ment of Justice it will furnish promptly all

information and data which reasonably is re-

quired for the purpose of this paragraph.

*The notification and report shall include

such commitments and changes as may have
been made by corporations not parties to this

decree which are controlled by' such defen-
dant. They shall also include such commit-
ments or changes as may have been made by
corporations in which such defendant owns a

financial interest but does not control if such
defendant has received knowledge of such
commitments or changes. Each defendant
will request such corporations to immediately

notify it of any such commitment or change.

Arbitration Machinery
(a) Selection of neutral arbitrators. A

penel of not less than 10 neutral arbitrators

for each exchange district shall be designated

by the American Arbitration Association.

Neutral arbitrators shall not have any past

or present connection with the production,

distribution or exhibition of motion pictures

nor any interest in any theater, as either

landlord, lessor or otherwise. The neutral

arbitrators shall be paid at the rate of $

per diem when hearing a case.

(b) Arbitration appeal board. There shall

be an arbitration appeal board consisting of

3 members appointed by the Court, each of

whom shall be a person of known impar-

tiality and distinction. One member shall

be designated by the Court as chairman of

the board. The jurisdiction of the board
shall be to hear and determine appeals. Mem-
bers of the appeal board shall be compensated
on an annual basis. The chairman shall be

paid $ Other board members shall

be paid $ The Appeal Board shall

sit and its offices shall be located in Wash-
ington, D. C.

(c) Arbitration procedure. An exhibitor

who has the right to arbitrate under any of

the provisions of this decree may require

the distributor to arbitrate the controversy,

giving notice to the Secretary of the Arbi-

tration Board located within his district. The
parties to the controversy shall mutually
agree upon a neutral arbitrator from the

panel established for the exchange, district in

which the theater of the complaining exhibi-

tor is located. If the parties cannot agree
on the choice of a neutral arbitrator from the

panel within a reasonable time, the American
Arbitration Association shall select a neutral

arbitrator from the panel.

(d) Costs of arbitration. The arbitrator

shall award costs against either party or ap-
portion them among the parties as he may
deem proper. Costs shall be limited to the
arbitrator's fee and the filing fee.

(e) Administration of arbitration machinery.
The maintenance and functioning of the ar-

bitration offices and personnel in each ex-

change district shall be under the jurisdic-

tion of the American Arbitration Association.
Among the responsibilities of the American
Arbitration Association, it shall have the

duty of budgeting the cost of operating the
arbitration machinery, renting and maintain-
ing offices, engaging personnel, etc. The
American Arbitration Association shall pre-

pare a budget setting forth the maximum an-
nual cost of the arbitration machinery, which
shall be submitted to the Department of Jus-
tice for its approval. Any increase in the
amounts so fixed shall be made only after a

majority of the companies have approved,
-xcept that the Court may, on the application
of the petitioner, order such an increase if it

finds that such increase is necessary for the
effective operation of the arbitration machinery.

(f) Financing. The cost of the arbitration
machinery shall be met out of a fund made
up of (1) ....... . per cent of the gross
receipts of each distributor and (2) a reason-
able filing fee for each arbitration proceed-
ing to be paid by the party filing the com-
plaint.

*"Featu>re motion pictures" as used in this

section shall not include "Westerns" and
"Foreigus."

Examine Shubert Aug. 15

In Wilmer-Vincent Suit

Lee Shubert will be examined be-

fore trial Aug. 15 in connection with

a $25,000 suit brought by Sidney

Wilmer and Walter Vincent which

seeks an accounting of the profits

from the stage and screen presenta-

tion of the operetta "Countess Ma-
ritza." Plaintiffs claim they turned

over the property to the Shuberts

in 1924 for 10 per cent of the net

profits. It is further alleged that
profits now exceed $250,000 and that

they were not paid anything.

600 Features in Reserve
At British N. W. Bases

London (By Air Mail)—T. S. Daw-
son, acting chairman of the Man-
chester and Salford district branch
of the CEA, recently stated that
film stocks in renters' vaults in that
section of the country total 5,000
copies of 600 feature pictures. This
is the reserve in case of difficulties

in supplying films to exhibitors un-
der air raid conditions.

"Jones" to Screencraft
Screencraft Pictures, Inc., 723

Seventh Ave., has closed a distribu-
tion deal for "Emperor Jones," or-
iginally a UA release.

HCLl_y>VCCf

Spearing-
= By RALPH WELZ ;

—HOLLY\
A DDING a new "find" to his I

** screen discoveries, Edward H. G
in Charlottesville, Va., filming his prrf

for Paramount, "Virginia," has plactj
term contract, Lucy Ville Sommer
scendant of an old Virginia family.

Miss Sommers, who has been act

amateur theatricals, was recently see
i

benefit show in Richmond, and imme
I

thereafter was given a test. When
i

mount's chief executive, William Leu

saw the test in Hollywood, he imme I

wired Griffith authorization to sign

a contract.

• •
D KO has borrowed Robert Mont; i

'Mrom Metro for the co-starring ro i

Carole Lombard in "Mr. and Mrs. ! !

the Norman Krasna comedy which
Hitchcock will direct.

• ©
PRONT page-minded Warners wii i

duce "You're in the Army No
Leonard Hoffman and Jack Lucas, w l

do the script. Cast—unless the;

change of mind—will include Wayne .«

Dennis Morgan, Ronald Reagan, Dick r

Frank McHugh, Alan Hale and '

Marshall.

• •
PARAMOUNT, which is scarcely le:

to topical advantages, will star n

Donlevy in "I Wanted Wings." Irk

will play a flying instructor.

DEG pardon! This colyum credite V

" Nam Sekeley as producer of "H es

the other day. Of course, it was r

Pagnol.

• •
CHADES of Wampas! The Scree *
** licists Guild is helping itself tc I

of publicity via a search for a "Cinen :ll

to launch upon a screen career. Ar !<

lywood femme more than 16 without 'e

experience is eligible.

• •
£>OMPLIMENT Clarence Brownjl
^^ cigar, and he can truthfully ?

raised it himself. The M-G-M rcl

has five acres of his 365-acre Ce?»

ranch in tobacco.

• •
DICHARD GREENE joins Paul Mun5
' * Tierney, Virginia Field and Laird eg

in the cast of "Hudson's Bay,"

20th Century-Fox picture, which

before the cameras next Monday
the direction of Irving Pichel.

• •
PHILIP DORN has been signed to I*

' term contract by Metro.

W yjETRO announces acquisition ofM'
"'

ried Bachelor," original unpt &*

story by Manny Seff.

• •

A CHAPTER in the life of Genera ffl

titled "A Very Ordinary Mar *

be produced by Metro as a Carey "

Miniature short subject. Story wa #'|

ten by Walter Doniger of studio'; J"!

writing staff.
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MATTY MALNECK AND HIS ORCHESTRA
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Sales Execs. Find ITA

UnitShow Unworkable
(Continued from Page 1)

sold with a longer picture, the pair
to be released as a unit on a set

percentage or rental, allowing a
part of such rental for the smaller
feature.
Drawback to the proposal, it was

pointed out, would be the difficulty

in getting all producers to co-operate
and all exhibitors to adopt the pol-
icy. A theater operating on the unit
plan, it was said, would be compet-
ing with a theater offering double
feature programs unless all agreed
to participate, and uniform agree-
ment would be the big stumbling
block.

One sales head said he was glad to

see exhibitors ready to devise ways
of abolishing duals, even though this

plan was not 100 per cent effective

in his opinion.
,

Equipment Exports
Off for Six Months

( Continued from Page 1

)

totalling $432,453 as compared with
$515,529 for the first six months
of 1939. Figures for sound record-
ing equipment totalled $57,741 as
compared with $102,119 for the first

six months of 1939.
Exports of 35 mm. standard gauge

motion picture cameras show a drop
to 52 with a value of $31,920 for the
first six months of 1940 as compared
with 72 valued at $22,864 during the
same period of 1939.

Motion picture cameras, sub-
standard, totalled 4,935, valued at

$131,666 during the first six months
of 1940, as compared with 10,484,

valued at $282,136 for the same per-
iod during 1939.

Exports of standard 35 mm. mo-
tion picture projectors during the
first six months totalled 548, with a
value of $215,187 as compared with
596 projectors valued at $194,951 for

the first six months of 1939.
Sub-standard silent motion pic-

ture projector exports totalled 6,-

885 with a value of $182,310 during
the 1940 period as against 9,509
projectors valued at $220,845 for the
same period of 1939.

Sub-standard sound motion pic-

ture projector exports for the per-

iod amounted to 921, valued at $125,-

838 as compared with 915 with a
value of $133,271 for the first six

months of 1939. Exports of posi-

tive and negative 16 mm. sensitized

not exposed motion picture -films dur-

ing the six month period totalled

18,042,849 linear feet valued at $324,-

227 as compared with 28,353,321

linear feet valued at $599,312 for

the comparable 1939 period.

Schreiber Renews with Altec
Alex Schreiber, president of Asso-

ciated Theaters, Inc., has renewed
service contracts with Altec Service

Corp., to cover all Associated the-

aters in Detroit, Highland Park,
Flint, Wyandotte, Farmington, and
Trenton, Michigan. F. C. Dickely

negotiated for Altec.

"Smear Hollywood"
Charge is Hurled

West Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Disclosure that District At-

torney Buron Fitts of Los Angeles County
had issued Crand Jury subpoenas for
approximately six film "names" in con-
nection with its probe of alleged Com-
munist activities brought a charge yes-
terday that it was part of a move to
"smear Hollywood."

Para, and 20th-Fox

Weigh Decree Today

(Continued from Page 1),

to weigh the circumstances entailed
if they agree to the provisions.

It is understood that neither com-
pany looks with favor on the pro-
posals. They will have to decide,

however, whether it is better to ac-
cept them or take the consequences
of rejecting them and resort to court
action. There again, it is pointed
out by industry leaders, the question
rises as to whether even a victory
by the protesting companies will

mean a victory in the full sense of

the word, as there is nothing to pre-
vent legislation from entering into

the scene.
It is reported that both Paramount

and 20th-Fox resent the escape clause
which permits Universal, United
Artists and Columbia, and even Re-
public and Monogram, to continue
their business as usual, but requires
the other five companies to operate
under what they consider severe con-
ditions. In fact, these conditions

are considered so severe that top
executives feel their business may be
jeopardized, especially in view of the

loss of the European market. A
few years ago, it was explained, the
foreign market offered a backlog of

revenue that could have absorbed the

loss that may result from the terms
of the decree.

The board of 20th Century-Fox
yesterday met to consider the de-

cree terms but a decision, if one. was
reached, was not announced. Today
Paramount officials, including Barney
Balaban, Austin Keough, Neil Agnew
and Stanton Griffis, will be called

on to make the momentous and vital

decision.

In Washington yesterday it was
believed by Dept. of Justice officials

that favorable Paramount instruction

would practically insure the consent

decree draft by the so-called Big
Five. M-G-M, RKO and Warner
Bros, were said to have okayed the

draft on Friday.
While stating that the decree "is

not an accomplished fact as yet," a

responsible Justice Department offi-

cial said he believed a settlement

may be effected "some time in Sep-

tember."

Transfusions for Charninsky

Dallas—Louis Charninsky, manag-
er of the Capitol Theater, has been
in critical condition at St. Paul's

Hospital for some days. He has been
given several blood transfusions. He
requires type No. 1 blood, which is

difficult to find.

OUTSTANDING SHORTS
How Good They Are—How to Sell Them—Who Has Then

REVIEWS
"Shark Hunting"

(Hollywood Novelty)

Vitaphone 10 Mins.

Good Archery Subject

A number of demonstrations of arch-

ery skill by Howard Hill, probably the

best known archer in the country, are

worked into this interesting reel. Hill

and a couple of companions are on a

Pacific fishing trip when sharks begin

to spoil their catches. He kills one of

the demons from a small boat, but the

big moment of the film comes when his

companions are trying to catch a

shark on a light line. The boat is

overturned and the archer has to kill

the shark when it is just a few feet

from the swimmers. Slow motion shots

of a couple of Hill's stunts demon-

strate his amazing skill.

"Spoils of Conquest"
RKO (March of Time) 17 Mins.

Timely Indies Material

An excellent insight to the value o:

the Dutch East Indies, uppermost these

days in Far Eastern news dispatches.

Views of the many profitable industries

of the islands, including tin ore mining,

production of rubber and the oil and

gasoline industry, show what makes
stronger nations covet this area, now
controlled by The Netherlands govern-

ment which has fled to London. Recent

shots give some evidence of the de-

fense preparations in progress against

possible invasion by the much stronger

Japanese military machine. Maps em-
phasize the proximity of the islands to

Japanese-controlled bases and to the

Philippine Islands where a portion of

the U. S. fleet headquarters. All in

all the subject is a fine pictorial back-

ground for today's newspaper-reading

public.

EXPLOITETTES
Featuring Howard Hill, the world's

most famous archer, this subject will

rate publicity co-operation from your

local archery club. Fishing clubs can

be contacted on the strength of some
good tuna and shark fishing shots.

Have your newsdealer arrange a dis-

play of some of the many archery and

fishing publications with stills and copy

on the reel. Sporting goods stores

should be good for window displays.

An archery contest will draw many
fans, both as participants and specta-

tors.

Let your public know this subject

is about the Dutch East Indies, so often

mentioned in newspapers as a source

of tin and rubber, materials vital to

the U. S. defense program. It is well

worth marquee space and a share of

your newspaper advertising. It should

not be hard to arrange for special arti-

cle space in the newspapers using

stills from the picture to illustrate the

staff writer's yarn. In all that you do,

emphasize the Dutch East Indies and a

possible invasion by Japan, now that

The Netherlands has surrendered to

Nazi Germany.

AUGUST SCHEDULE
COLUMBIA

"The Timid Pup" (Color Rhapsody) ; "Fireman Save My Choo Choo" (Andy Clyde).

M-G-M
"Buyer Beware" (Crime Does Not Pay); "Gee Quiz" (Pete Smith) ; "Romeo in

Rhythm" (cartoon); "Soak the Old" (Crime Does Not Pay); "Football Thrills of

1939" (Pete Smith); "The Bear and the Canary" (cartoon).

PARAMOUNT
"Doing Impossikible Stunts" (Popeye); "Unusual Occupations No. 6"; "The
Fulla Bluff Man" (Stone Age Cartoon); "Paramount Pictorial No. 2"; "Wimmin
Hadn't Oughto Drive" (Popeye); "You Can't Shoe a Horse Fly" (Color Classic);

"Puttin' on the Act" (Popeye); "Springtime in the Rockage" (Stone Age).

RKO RADIO
"March of Time No. 13"; "Trouble Shooters" (Sportscope) ; "Donald's Vacation"

(Disney); "Information Please No. 13"; "Hats" (Reelism); "Pluto's Dream

House" (Disney).

20TH CENTURY-FOX
"Eskimo Trails" (Father Hubbard); "Billy Mouse's Akwakade" (Terry-Toon);

"Vacation Time" (Thorgersen Sports) ; "Club Life in the Stone Age" (Terry-

Toon); "Grunters and Groaners" (Lew Lehr).

UNIVERSAL
"Stranger Than Fiction No. 80"; "Going Places No. 80"; "Varsity Vanities"

(musical); one more musical.

WARNER BROS.-VITAPHONE
"Ghost Wanted" (Merrie Melody); "Famous Movie Dogs" (Color Parade);

"Ceiling Hero" (Merrie Melody); "Patient Porky" (Looney Tune); "Service

With the Colors" (two-reeler).

.
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elevision Parley

,.- Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Allen B. DuMont,

resident of Allen DuMont Labora-
iries, Inc., will present a paper, "A
e\v Method of Synchronization for
elevision Systems," at the first na-
onal television convention to be
:ld here Aug. 22-24 under the spon-
rship of the Television Engineers
^titute of America, Inc.

Full list of speakers was an-
ounced yesterday by President
eorge H. Seward of the Institute,

ad, with topics, follows:
Television Receiving Antennas and Their

istullation." Irving Steinberger, RCA;
\'eiv Methods Employed in Long Distance
ransmission." Lieut. Ralph D. Lemert

;

tolor Television," William L. Prager, Amer-
.n Television Laboratories ; "Special
vents in Telecasting." Hal Styles, Presi-
•nt Veteran Wireless Operators Association

;

Photoelectricity in Television and Televis-

n's Future Paths." Prof. Diones M. Morin-
ni: "The Use of Television in Teaching
aence." Paul F. Devine, Supervisor of

dence, Los Angeles Board of Education

;

Interference Phenomena in Television Re-
ption." Thornton Chew, Television Prod-
:ts Co. ; "Commercial Sponsorship of Tele-

J. L. Walden, Walden Organization.
Design and Construction of Television In-

rmediate Transformers." A. Paul O'Connor,
iller Coil Co. ; "Studio Lighting." T. H.
iiepherd. Bureau of Power and Light, City

Los Angeles "Television Production
tage." Graeme Young ; "Presentation of the
pace Arts by Television." Dr. Maude L.
hambers; "Technique of Television Make-
p." A. Bernard Shore. Max Factor's Salon;
An RMA Synchronizing Impulse Genera-
r." R. C. Kent, University of Iowa, and

:(raig L. Moon, First Xational Television,
r*ic. ; "Television Committee's Activities of

..
le National Education Association." J.
aymond Hutchinson, Chairman; "Qualifica-
ons for a Television Engineer." Leroy
remmer, Technical Director, Xational

ils, Los Angeles; "Television in Japan."
'.en O'Hara; "The Technique of Television
cting." Shirley Thomas; "Television Field
trength Measurements and Antenna Instal-
tion." C. Frederick Wolcott, Chief Engi-
?er. Gilfillan Bros. ; "Present Status of

ommercial Television Outlook As Compared
'ith Radio Broadcast." August Hund, Con-
ilting Engineer.

It. Louis Union Members
Start Fight for Autonomy
St, Louis—Twenty-two members

f Local B-2, Theatrical Employes
fnion, have filed a petition with
niliam Brandt, secretary of the
entral Trades and Labor Union,
nd officers of the IATSE asking
iat its affairs be turned over to

,-ie membership. Brandt was co-re-
.jdver for Local 143, IATSE, during
le drive to end its control by John

'

. Nick and Clyde A. Weston.
Petition charges that since 1937

le union has collected about $23,-
>0, that no accounting has ever
een made, that it has never been
emitted to elect officers, that its

ffairs have been run by Weston
nd that its members do not know
he name of its executive board.

WEDDING BELLS

Des Moines, la.—Clara Ruth Craw-
3rd of the National Screen Service
-'ill be married to Frank X. Lynn
f Des Moines Sept. 1 at St. John's

: .utheran church.

Pete Wood Distinguished Service Award
Looming in Ohio, But There9s a Proviso

Columbus—Pete J. Wood, secretary of the ITO of Ohio, is prepared to inaugurate
the Pete Wood Distinguished Service Award, provided .

Proviso is that 200 of the highest paid execs., directors and stars each take an
annual cut of $20,000 in order to match the reductions in raw stock prices just announced
by Eastman Kodak, Agfa-Ansco and DuPont.

Wood in a current bulletin to his unit's members says he'll present the Award to

the first exec, director or star to follow suit.

Arbitration Under AAA
Plans Call For Appeal Board Set-Up

(Continued

selected for each exchange cen-
ter, personnel to be designated
by the American Arbitration
Assn. Neutral arbitrators must
have no connection with the in-

dustry and will be paid at a daily
rate when hearing a case.

(b) An Arbitration appeal
board of three members shall sit

and have offices in Washington.
The members shall be appointed
by the Court.

(c) When an exhibitor wishes
to arbitrate under any provisions
of the decree, he must give no-
tice to the secretary of the abi-
tration board in his district. All
parties must mutually agree on
the neutral arbitrator, and, fail-

ing to agree within a reasonable
time, the neutral arbitrator will

be selected by the American
Arbitration Assn.

(d) Arbitrator shall award
costs against either party or
apportion them among the par-
ties as he may deem proper.

from Rage 1)

Costs shall be limited to the arbi-
trator's fee and the filing fee.

(e) Responsibilities for the
operation of the machinery will

be in the hands of the Amer-
ican Arbitration Assn., which
shall hire personnel in each dis-

trict and budget the cost of oper-
ating, a budget setting forth the
maximum annual cost to be sub-
mitted to the Department of
Justice for approval.

(f) Cost of the arbitration
machinery shall be met out of a
fund made up of a percentage of
the gross receipts of each dis-

tributor and a reasonable filing

fee from each arbitration pro-
ceeding to be paid by the party
filing the complaint.
The arbitration provisions are re-

garded by many as the crux of the
entire situation. While the proposals
are only tentative, it is expected that
portions will be met with objections
from both distributors and exhibi-
tors.

RKO New Season Releases
Scheduled Through Jan. 3

RKO Radio has tentatively set its

new season releases through Jan. 3,

it was disclosed yesterday. First to

go out in September will be the
Richard Dix-Kent Taylor-Wendy
Barrie pix, "Men Against the Sky."
It will be followed during the month
by:

13, "Dreaming Out Loud"; 13,

"Wagon Train" (Tim Holt No. 1);
20, "I'm Still Alive"; 27, "Triple
Justice" (O'Brien No. 6); (1939-40
release); 27, "They Knew What
They Wanted."

October releases will be: 4, "The
Villain Still Pursued Her"; 11, "Too
Many Girls"; 18, "Laddie"; 25,

"You'll Find Out."
Scheduled for November, are: 1,

"Li'l Abner"; 8, "Little Men"; 15,

"Dr. Christian No. 1"; 22, "Kitty
Foyle"; 22, "Tim Holt No. 2"; 29,
"Mexican Spitfire Out West."
To follow will be: 6, "Show Busi-

ness" (T.T.); 13, "Malvina Swings
It"; 20, Lee Marcus Production
(title later); 27, "No, No, Nanette";
Jan. 3, "Citizen Kane."

Republic Sets RKO Met. Deal

Republic's home office announced
yesterday that the company has
closed a deal with RKO's metropol-
itan theaters by the terms of which
the circuit will play 50 per cent of
Republic's 1940-41 line-up.

Two New Tele Stations-

Los Angeles-New York

(Continued from Page 1)

granted a construction permit for a
new television station to use fre-

quencies 78,000-84,000 kc. (channel
No. 4) on an experimental basis,

conditionally; 1 kw. aural and visual.

NBC was granted a construction
permit for a new television station

at Philadelphia to use frequencies
102,000-108,000 kc. (channed No. 7),
on an experimental basis only and
conditionally. Power is 1 kw. aural
and visual. This application, the
Commission said, was granted in

lieu of the tentative grant for a
television station in Chicago, as it

appears that the Philadelphia sta-

tion will make possible a more con-
centrated study of television sys-
tems by the entire RCA research
organization.

Questo Quiz In Detroit

Detroit—Offices for Questo Quiz
are being opened in the Majestic
Hotel by Charles T. Danke, newly
appointed Michigan distrib. Three
houses have already started using
Questo — the Colonial, Detroit; Es-
quire, Grosse Pointe; and Wyandotte,
Wyandotte.

Floyd Circuit Adds 18th

New Port Richey, Fla.—Vogue
Theater has been purchased by Floyd
Theaters as its 18th house.

Clash of Ascap, BMI

Menaces Tune Plugs

(Continued from Page 1)

which is being waged between Ascap
and Broadcast Music, Inc., the latter

sponsored by NAB.
It is pointed out that BMI now

has 336 subscribing stations, and if

Ascap forces a finish fight, it will

result in Ascap musical composi-
tions being barred from radio to a
large extent. If this occurs, the

music composed by Ascap members
for a motion picture cannot be
plugged on the radio, it is said.

Neville Miller, NAB president,

has demanded for broadcasting to-

day the right to buy music in a "free
and competitive market" and not on
the sales terms of Ascap. He said

that the broadcasters will refuse to

pay the $8,750,000 demanded by
Ascap for the right to use Ascap
music in 1941.

Should no agreement be reached
between the broadcasters and Ascap,
filmland will obviously lose one of

the major channels through which
motion picture tunes, and the films

in which they are presented, are
publicized.

Perpetuation of the BMI regard-
less of any settlement which may
be effected with Ascap either before
Jan. 1 next, when the Ascap com-
mitment with radio expires, or la-

ter, was assured yesterday when a

resolution presented by Harold
Hough of WBAP-KGKA was unani-
mously adopted by the convention.

The resolution called for support
of BMI as a permanent organization

by the entire NAB and pledged the

latter not to yield to Ascap.

Prexy Miller in his spirited talk

yesterday asked the delegates per-

sonally to co-operate with the D of

J in its present investigation of

Ascap.

Butterfield Will Open
Two Theaters on Oct 1

Detroit—Butterfield Circuit has set

Oct. 1 as tentative opening date for

two theaters under construction—un-
named house at South Lansing, and
the Bijou at Battle Creek, which is

being completely rebuilt.

STORKS!
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood—A 50-pound daughter,
Beulah, has been born to Elsie Bor-
den, World's Fair bovine, who re-

cently came here to appear in the
RKO Radio picture, "Little Men."
Mother and offspring are reported
doing nicely, but the RKO studio
publicity staff is still a bit upset
over the child's gender,—it being con-

tended that a little bull would have
effected a closer tie-up with the title

of the picture starring Elsie. Gene
Towne and Graham Baker, are doing
the paternal honors by proxy, hand-
ing out cigars.
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Greetings to the

Members of N. A.
(National Association of Broadcasters)

We asked for the privilege of having a representative address the

members of N.A.B. at their convention in San Francisco. The re-

quest was denied. Courteously, cordially, and conclusively.

Not being able to deliver our message to you in person, we now

deliver it to you in print. Here it is:

Every broadcaster in the United States who is mindful of his obliga-

tions to serve the public interest, is herewith assured of our complete co-

operation.

our music, past, present and future, is available to all, at terms

within the means of all.

Our composer-author members and our music publisher members will

continue to say it with music, because the public wants music and the pub-

lic must be served.

That's our message. And we present it to you with all good wishes

for the continued progress of the art of broadcasting and the success of

all broadcasters.

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF COMPOSERS,

AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS.

Aug. 7, 1940
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XHIB. LEADERS SPLIT ON BLOCKS OF 5

85 Questions In Momand Suits Interrogatories
(endants in Two Okla-
na Trust Actions Have
(til Sept. 15 to File

klahoma City, Okla.—Dormant
? last December, the A. B. Mo-
id vs. Griffith Amusement Co.,

il. and the A. B. Momand vs.

ntieth Century-Fox anti-trust

, in which the plaintiff seeks
damages of a total of $4,-

for alleged violations of the
.ian anti-trust act, moved
jr trial this week with filing of

minous interrogatories by Mo-
( Continued on Page 3)

slman First Half

ofit Shows Gain

ochester—Eastman Kodak in re-

ing higher sales and mounting
its for the first six months of
1 disclosed yesterday that the
>erty and stocks of foreign sub-
iries in the war area were "in-
and undamaged."
acause of the spread of the war,
company has consolidated only
earnings of wholly owned sub-
iries in this hemisphere instead
;he former policy of complete

(Continued on Page 4)

rum Films Lining Up
tribs. in 31 Keys

airty-one distributors in as many
cities are being lined up for the
and distribution of educational

t subjects to be made by Forum
is, Inc., of which Sam Berkowitz
resident. Berkowitz, now in New
k, said yesterday that his product

(.Continued on Page 7)

lillion to See GWTW
In 7 Months in Chi.

Chicago— It is expected that GWTW
'ill reach one million attendance in
hicago, at the end of its seventh month
un in the Loop. The film ran in both
voods Theater of the Essaness circuit
nd the Oriental Theater of the Jones,
inick & Schaefer for the first four

1 nonths in the Loop; since then the
/oods has run it exclusively for the
ast 10 weeks.

AAA READY TO TACKLE FILM JOB
Association's Chief Counsel Sat In On Drafting With Austin

Keough, Thurman W . Arnold

American Arbitration Association

is ready to assume the responsibility

of directing the operation ot reg-

ional boards for the industry if, and

when, the consent decree proposals
are accepted by the industry. How-
ever, the AAA has not received any
official notification of its proposed
duties.

J. N. Braden, chief counsel of the
AAA, said yesterday that he had sat

in on three conferences during

which an arbitration clause was dis-

cussed and partially drafted. These
parleys, he said, were with Austin
Keough, vice-president and general
counsel of Paramount, and Assistant
Attorney General Thurman W. Ar-
nold.

Braden's advice on arbitration has
been sought by the motion picture
industry at other times in the last

few years. He was instrumental in

drafting the distributors' trade prac-

tice code early last year.

Executives Watch

Taxation Proposals

Home offices yesterday, in the wake
of news dispatches from Washing-
ton, D. C, revealing that the spe-
cial House ways and means commit-
tee on taxation had taken some of
the teeth out of the pending excess

(Continued on Page 4)

10,000 Bible Classes
Fight Pa. Sunday Pix

Harrisburg, Pa.—A united stand
against the proposed legalization of
Sunday movies in every community
in which it becomes an issue will be

(Continued on Page 7)

Trinidad Theaters

Feel War's Effect

Theater business in the Trinidad
territory in the Caribbean has been
affected to some extent recently by
the war due to tremendous Red Cross
and other war activities, Arthur
Abeles, Jr., manager in Trinidad

(Continued on Page 7)

Tax Exemption Elimination
Finds Congressional Favor

St. Louis—While several members
of Congress have indicated that they
favor the suggestion of the MPTO
of St. Louis, Eastern Missouri and

(Continued on Pane 7)

India Cutting Imports 257C

Will Be Based Upon A Monetary Scale

Columbia to Tradeshow
"Breakfast" in 31 Keys

Trade screenings of Columbia's
Loretta Young-Melvyn Douglas com-
edy, "He Stayed for Breakfast," have
been arranged for 31 keys, from Aug.
11-15, inclusive.

Aug. 11 screenings are set for the
Strand, Memphis; Carolina, Green-
ville, S. C; Rialto, Atlanta.
Aug. 12: Colony, Cleveland; Boyd,

(Continued on Page 4)

A new measure has been passed

|

by the Indian government cutting
imports of films into that country
by 25 per cent, it was learned this

week upon the arrival here of Har-
old Dunn, Far Eastern supervisor for

Warners. Dunn said that he had not
had a complete report on the pro-
visions of the ruling, but expressed
the opinion that it would not have
any material effect on business done
by American distributors in India.

Cabled advices to foreign depart -

(Continued on Page 3)

ITO of Ohio Prexy Favors
Consent Plan; Opposed by
Max Cohen, Harry Brandt

Reaction to the consent decree
proposals for selling pictures in

blocks of five has resulted in divided
opinions among independent circuit

operators and exhibitors. There are
some who believe that the ruling
will help the business while others
look upon the proposal as "ruinous."
One who favors the proposal is

Martin Smith, president of the Inde-
pendent Theater Owners of Ohio,
who was in New York yesterday.
The plan, Smith said, will make ex-

hibitors out of theater owners. It

will mean that closer attention will

have to be paid to their theaters
(Continued on Page 7)

Para. Won't Accept

Articles 2 and 7!

Reports that Paramount would
reject the proposed consent decree

unless Articles 2 and 7 were elim-

inated or radically changed were
heard yesterday. Article 2 involves

the limitation on the lease of pic-

tures which have been trade shown
while Article 7 is headed "remedy
for discrimination against indepen-
dently operated theaters."

Paramount yesterday did not reach
(Continued on Page 7)

Ripley Shorts for 20th-Fox;

Fashion Forecasts Dropped

Series of Robert Ripley shorts

will be produced by Movietone for

release by 20th-Fox, with first short

filmed during the past two days, it

was learned yesterday. At the

(Continued on Page 4)

Gallup Duals Poll

Shows 57% Opposed
Princeton, N. i.—The Gallup Poll on

double features shows that the votes of

all groups in the 48 states polled total

57 per cent against double features and
43 per cent for them.

Full details of the poll result are

scheduled to be released today.
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FINANCIAL
(Wednesday, Aug. 7)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2V2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 124 124 124 — %
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 25y4 24% 243/4 — '/4
do pfd
Paramount 5% 5/2 5/2 — Vs
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 8l/4 8'/8 8Vs
Pathe Film 1% 1% 7% — %
RKO
20th Century-Fox 6 5% 5% — %
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2'/4 2y4 2'/4 + Vs
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46.1023/4 1025/8 1025/8
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3V4s47 86 86 86
RKO 6s41
Warner Bros.' dbs..6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp .'

Technicolor 93,4 95/8 95/8 — Vs
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Big. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57

Universal Signs Astaire
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Fred Astaire has been

signed by Universal to appear in
"Special Delivery," a Joseph Paster-
nak production to be directed by
Henry Koster.

COmmG ADD GOMG
HARRY GRAHAM, "U" exchange manager in

Atlanta, is at the Warwick.

FRITZ LANC and his wife are at the -Sherry
Netherland.

NUNNALLY JOHNSON leaves the Coast this
week for New Ydrk.

WILLIAM SEITER is expected here shortly
frcm the Coast for a three-week stay.

WILLIAM CARGAN arrives here this week-end
from Hollywood.

MARTIN SMITH, Ohio exhibitor leader, re-

turned to Columbus yesterday.

NED DEPINET and ANDY SMITH left yes-
terday for the South.

BEN Y. CAMMACK leaves tomorrow for Buenos
Aires.

COL. H. A. COLE, Allied president, is due in

New York next week.

NICHOLAS DEANE, IATSE special rep., is in

Florida.

JACK BRADY of the Gloversville Morning
Herald and MRS. BRADY are vacationing in New
York.

JAMES MANGAN, advertising manager of

Mills Panorams, is in New York from Chicago.

MURRAY SILVERSTONE leaves the Coast to-

day for New York.

E. K. "TED" O'SHEA, Eastern district man-
ager for Metro, flew to Charlotte yesterday.

DAVID BLANKENHORN, Cosmocolor head, A.
A. SCHUBART, RKO exec, and JOHN BOLES,
arrived yesterday from the Coast on the Strato-

liner. Boles leaves shortly for a four-week p. a.

tour in South America.

VICTOR JURGENS, staff cameraman for the

MOT, has left to film assignments in Mexico
and Central America.

LEON J. BAMBERGER, sales promotion man-
ager for RKO, and MRS. BAMBERGER, leave

Siturday for a two weeks' vacation in Northern
New York and New England.

PHILLIPPE DE LACY, casting director of

"The Ramparts We Watch," has left fcr the

Coast on vacation.

AL SZEKLER, general manager for Universal

in Brazil, is here for home office confabs with
foreign manager J. H. Seidelman. Szekler will

be here for about six weeks and will then visit

the "U" studios on the Coast.

J. SAMUEL BERKOWITZ is at the Sherry

Netherlands.

Hays Expected to Come
To New York Next Week

Will H. Hays, MPPDA prexy, is

expected to arrive in New York early
next week from Gallipolis, O., where
he speaks Sunday at the memorial
service for O. O. Mclntyre. Hays
probably will remain in the East
for a short stay, returning then to

the Coast.

Spitz Readies RKO Suit

Against J, L & S Chain

Chicago—Leo Spitz, special coun-
sel for RKO, has prepared papers
for filing in Federal Court against
Jones, Linick & Schaefer circuit for
alleged failure to complete a film

contract. Basis for the suit involves
unplayed RKO film in a deal where-
by pictures went to the Oriental
upon the closing of the Palace for
(.he Summer.

20th-Fox Product Deal
Said Closed With B & K

Chicago — Twentieth - Fox has
closed a 1940-41 product deal with
B & K, it was reported last night.

FRIENDLY SERVICE

SAVES TIME AND MONEY

AT

Tostal
Telegraph

CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS
'PHONED IN APPEAR ON YOUR
TELEPHONE BILL.

Republic, SPG Sign
Basic Agreement Pact

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Republic yesterday

signed a basic agreement with the

Screen Publicists Guild whereby the

six members of its studio publicity

department are given a total aggre-
gate increase of $10 weekly re-

troactive to Aug. 5.

"Fools of Desire" Ban
Appealed by Distrib.

Albany—After months of inaj

ity, film censorship jumped bacl|

to the news with Syndicate
change, Inc., distributor of "I (J

of Desire" serving an appea 1

Chief Censor Irwin Esmond of jj

Motion Picture Division here, i

Film was denied exhibition lie

in New York state in May as I

"indecent," "immoral," etc. A]
by Lawrence Kulick of Synd
asserts film is not immoral.
Appeal will come before

meeting of the board of reg
with Regents Susan Brandeis, G«
Ryan and Gordon Knoxbell

]

ably reviewing picture and he;

argument by distributors and
sors in New York projection r

{

within the next few weeks.

Two South Bend Theat< i

Get Premiere of "Rockri

Chicago—World premiere of

ners' "Knute Rockne—All-A
can" will be held Oct. 4 at the

fax and Palace theaters, South 1

Ind., as a feature of the South
Indian Summer week, it was le<-

here yesterday.

Charles Lamb Dead
Chicago—Charles Lamb, 70,

er of the Lamb theater at Mt.

ris died after an operation al

Chicago hospital.

f
' !

;; SU^ tW^ :

' ' 1J it
o&

1

Vise «*'u



Krsday, August 8, 1940

iia Will Cut

ports 25 P. C.

{Continued from Page 1)

. heads indicate that the cut

be framed on a monetary scale

ad of a footage scale. A corn-

's import duties, print and
ht charges are totalled for the

against the rupee on a dollar

Imports from a date still to

it will then be limited to 75 per

of the previous year's total

on the outlined basis,

unn, making his first trip to the
i. in two and a half years, ex-

; to remain at the home office

i couple of weeks and then take

cation. Discussing Far Eastern
aess generally, he said that it

been much better than had been

cted in view of world condi-

said that no new licenses have
issued in Japan recently, with
matter still pending there.

re Indies May Join

hrenberg-Kaimann Pool

L Louis—The Lee Theater, a
;eater, is the third unit in the

ter Independent Circuit con-

led by Fred Wehrenberg and
mce Kaimann to close since

3 independent operators pooled
ral weeks ago.
is understood that several other
theater owners are considering

ig- the Wehrenberg-Kaimann
They are expected to reach a

decision shortly after the terms
*ie proposed pooling of certain

le St. Louis Amusement Corn-
theaters with the houses of

11 Brothers, Bess Schulter and
Shuchart and associates are re-

id.

fcurgh V. C. Outing Aug. 25

ttsburgh—The local Variety Club
hold its annual picnic and fam-
mting on Sunday, Aug. 25, at

p O'Connell, in Warrendale. The
wing committee has been ap-
;ed to take charge: Sam Fine-

, chairman, assisted by Mike
igher; Karl Krug, Bennett Am-
J. T. McGreevey, Harry Feld-
Mike Shapiro, Al Abram,

try Steinberg, William Finkel,
Hiller and Harry Feinstein.

t e e a *

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Sylvia Sidney

Joe Orlando

John Hobble

• • • CAMERAMAN Irving Browning whose photographic

pyrotechnics have won wide industry recognition has decided to

return at once and exclusively to his first love —the motion

picture For some years past the versatile Mister Browning

has had a prominent finger in many kinds of picture-pies

including still photos which have been most unusual in kind and

character for example, his work for ad agencies and for spe-

cial issues of this here li'l ole trade paper including the 20th Anni-

versary Pictorial Cavalcade in 1938 But no more, we understand,

will his shutter click in the still field It's just movies now and

if you want to lamp his skill along this line you can do so currently

at the Capitol via Columbia's short, "Washington Archives"

which is the fifth in that company's series titled "Washington Parade"

Or lamp some of his Paramount shorts or industrials for

Jam Handy .... Browning is well-known additionally for his extreme close-

ups on champ fight lilms seen on B'way screens for many years.

• • • THAT gastronomic oasis "21" looked like a

film convention yes'day noon 'Mong the bib -tuck-inner s were

Ned Depinet, H. J. Yates, Phil Reisman, Nate Spingold, A. Mon-

tague Joe Bernhard, H. M. Richey, Willard McKay, Don
Mersereau, A. P. Waxman Arthur W. Kelly, Lowell Calvert,

Arthur Lee, Leon Bamberger, Frank Hunter, Dorothy Mackaill

Bill Howard, Pat Ellis, Johnny Walker, Sam Lyons, Phil

Baker ... • Senator Carter Glass avers that Postmaster General

Jim Farley will crown Martha Scott, co-star of Columbia's

Frank Lloyd production "The Howards of Virginia" as Queen

of the National Tobacco Festival to be held in South Boston,

Va on Sept. 5 and 6

• • • WANDERING 'round local Film Row discloses that

pix solons have gone enthusiastically ga-ga over the new miniature

radios recently turned out by RCA-Victor These devices are

currently the industry's "play toys" and it's surprising to see the

sophisticated celluloid barons flip open the case-top of the young

radio set tune-in a station smile broadly with satisfaction

and then shut the set off by merely closing the top The sets

look like compact silver lunch-boxes —such as Tiffany might vend.

• • • STUFF: Pittsburgh reports that John H. Harris,

head of Harris Amusement Co. and the Variety Clubs' national

prexy, has been re-appointed to the board of directors of the

Western State Penitentiary there Ben Lyon, Bebe Daniels,

Vic Oliver and Leigh Stafford are 'mong the U. S. actors and

actresses who have formed in Britain an "American Artists Ambu-
lance Association" to supply British towns with new types of

ambulances When the six-day convention of the Dance Edu-

cators of America opens at the Park Central on Sunday, a new
dance called the "Donald Duck Doodle" (inspired by the Walt
Disney cartoon) will be demonstrated, along with the "Quaker
Hill Polka" featured in a 20th-Fox short

Ask 585 Questions

In Momand Trust Suit

• ROBERT Gillham.

(Continued from Page 1)

mand to be answered by defendant
distributors and producers.
The interrogatories totaled 243

questions in the suit against Twen-
tieth Century-Fox, et al, and 342
questions in the suit in which Grif-

fith Amusement Co., et al, are de-

fendants. These two law cases,

numbered 6,516 and 6,517, respec-
tively, in the federal court files, are
being conducted as one suit because
of the similarity of the petitions and
the common plaintiff.

The question sought detailed in-

formation in regard to contracts
which were in force between 1926
and 1932 with many of them con-
cerning the contracts covering film

product in Oklahoma City and other
Oklahoma cities in which Momand
operated a chain of 18 theaters.

The defendants have until Sept.

15 to either answer or file objec-

tions to the questions, according to

court records. The questions are
propounded by the plaintiff to each
of the defendant producers and dis-

tributors including, Twentieth Cen-
tury-Fox Film Corp.; Vitagraph,
Inc.; RKO Radio Pictures, Inc.;

United Artists Corp.; Universal
Film Exchanges, Inc.; Columbia
Pictures Corp.; Paramount Pictures,
Inc.; Warner Brothers Pictures, Inc.;

the Vitaphone Corp.; Pathe Ex-
change, Inc., and Educational Film
Exchanges, Inc.

The numerous questions were filed

by S. C. Stanard of Stanard, Carey
& Stanard, Shawnee, Okla., and
George S. Ryan, Boston, Mass., at-

torneys for the plaintiff, Momand.
Defendant attorneys who acknowl-
edged receipt of the interrogatories
were Frank Wells, D. I. Johnston,
Roy C. Lytle, of Keaton, Wells and
Johnston, Oklahoma City, attorneys
for Paramount, Warner Brothers
Pictures, Vitaphone Corp.; Pathe Ex-
change, Inc. and Educational Film
Exchanges, Inc.

Gatelee Memorial Scroll

Springfield, Mass.—Central Labor
Union is presenting a John F. Gate-
lee memorial scroll to the widow of

the late IATSE exec, and exhib.

Gatelee headed the CLU for 16

years.

Goldberg In Auto Accident

Chicago—Morton Goldberg of the

Joe Goldberg Theater Equipment of-

fice, was injured in an auto accident
and is in the Lebanon hospital, Leb-
anon, Ind.

H « « » ^> i&

95% Holdovers on
'They Drive by Night9

Warners' "They Drive By Night," is

piling up top grosses in its early play-
dates with 95 per cent of the engage-
ments reporting holdovers, the home
office reported yesterday. The feature
has been matching the record grosses of

ATAHT in a number of key city spots
where it has played to date.
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Eastman First Half

Profit Shows Gain

(Continued from Page 1)

consolidation, joint statement by W.
G. Stubcr, board head, and F. W.
Lovejoy, prexy, says.
Net profit of the company and

subsidiaries consolidated for the six
months ending- June 15 was $9,179 -

190, equal after preferred dividends
to $3.63 a common share. This
compares with a net profit of $8,-

688,870, or $3.43 a share for the
same 1939 period, which included
earnings of all wholly-owned sub-
sidiaries and branches.

Sales were $57,015,524, or 4.18 per
cent above the same 1939 period.
Sales in the United States were
$48,042,343 for the six months, a
gain of 7.82 per cent over a year
ago.
"The current statement of earn-

ings, therefore, does not include the
profits of companies and branches
located in the British Isles, Conti-
nental Europe, Africa and Asia, al-

though all known losses of such
companies and branches have been
deducted in arriving at earnings,"
the joint statement added.

Columbia to Tradeshow
"Breakfast" in 31 Keys

(Continued from Page 1)

Philadelphia; Oriental, Portland,
Ore.; St. Louis Park Theater, Minne-
apolis; State, Oklahoma City, Okla.;
Melrose, Dallas; Madison, Albany,
N. Y.
Aug. 13: Uptown, Boston; Broad-

way, Denver; Fox's Boulevard, Los
Angeles; Poli-Palace, New Haven;
Adams, Detroit; and Ritz, Tulsa.
Aug. 15: Orpheum, New Orleans.

Other cities and dates will be an-
nounced later.

WEDDING BELLS

Syracuse, N. Y.—Marriage is an-
nounced of Frank M. Murphy, man-
ager of Loew's State here, and Joan
Gallagher, of Boston, secretary to

Charles Kurtzman, Loew's north-
eastern divisional manager.

Albany — Wayne Carnigan, 20th
Century-Fox shipper, steps down the

middle aisle Aug. 31 when he will

wed Helen Bobar in St. Casimir's
Church. Miss Bobar's sister, Ruth
Bobar, is a M-G-M inspectress.

Cleveland—Dorsey Brown, M-G-M
head booker and Lucille Spencer of
this city were married at St. Cole-

man's Church. The entire exchange
force attended the ceremony.

Richmond, Va.—Keith Caudle, Wil-
mer & Vincent relief manager, and
Miss Dorothy Gobson will wed in

November.

N. Y. L0EW MANAGERS GO WESTERN
Atmospheric Touches Galore as Campaign is Plotted for

"When the Daltons Rode"

At 2 a.m. yesterday the still of

the early morning in the vicinity of

54th St. and Sixth Ave. was cracked

wide open by volleys of pistol shots,

wild whooping and a din that brought
a crowd to the front of Loew's Zieg-
feld theater. Guests at the Warwick
hotel draped from the windows try-
ing to find out what all the shootin'
was about.

It was a meeting of the managers
and assistant managers of- the Loew
New York circuit!

The managers, wearing sombre-
ros, red kerchiefs, holsters and guns
attended the meeting to discuss with
Loew and Universal executives a

city wide rip-roaring campaign on
"When The Daltons Rode."

Loew's has made an unusual deal

for this Universal special. It will

open, for its first N. Y. showings,
Aug. 22, in Loew's State, 83rd St.,

72nd St., Lexington, Metropolitan,

Olympia, Ziegfeld, 175th, Mt. Ver-
non, New Rochelle, White Plains

and Yonkers. This is the first time
that a picture has had its New York
premiere in 12 theaters at the same
time.
David Levy, New York sales man-

ager, Lou Pollock, advertising di-

rector and other Universal officials

addressed the meeting. For Loew's,
C. C. Moskowitz and Oscar A. Doob
spoke. The lounge of the Ziegfeld

was transformed into an old-western
saloon—with bar, beer, nickel piano,

sawdust and song. "When The Dal-
tons Rode" was screened as an in-

spiration to the managers.

Ripley Shorts for 20th-Fox;

Fashion Forecasts Dropped
(Continued from Page 1)

same time, it was understood that
the Vyvyan Donner Fashion Fore-
casts in Technicolor would be drop-
ped.

It was said that the company had
an option to make 12 Ripley shorts
with exercise of the option probably
depending on how the first shorts
go over. The Donner shorts were
dropped, it was reported, because
their timeliness was dependent on
seasons and expenses mounted be-
cause a large number of Technicolor
prints were necessary to get suffi-

cient playing time for the reels be-
fore they were outdated.

Loukides Takes Conn.
MPTO Tourney Honors

Chicago—Jack Fleming of War-
ner's Oakland theater will marry
Mae Jackson next month.

New Haven—Over 150 film men in

the territory, from New York and
Boston, as well as representatives
of affiliated and non-affiliated indus-
tries joined to share a full day of
golf at Race Brook Country Club, a
windup dinner party, and almost 100
attractive prizes, in the fifth annual
film golf tournament to be spon-
sored by Connecticut MPTO. Harry
F. Shaw, Loew-Poli division man-
ager, acted as m.c, and Herman M.
Levy, executive secretary, distrib-

uted the long list of prizes. Arthur
H. Lockwood, president, who was
to have presided and addressed the
guests, was confined to the Beth
Israel Hospital in Boston, in antici-

pation of an operation this week.

George Loukides, of Waterbury,
with lowest gross, 75, won the second
leg of the silver golf cup awarded
him last year. Putting contest was
won by Nate Furst and Leo Ricci,

who tied. Driving contest honors
went to Sperie Perakos, George H.
Wilkinson, Frank Phelps, Lou Wechs-
ler, Henry Germaine, Edward G.
Ruff, Bill Schatzman and Nate Mas-
sick.

Executives Watching
Excess Tax Proposals,

(Continued from Page 1)

profits tax bill, studied the proposed
legislation carefully for signs of

lurking onerous clauses which might
tend to affect future revenue.

Chief among the proposals were:
(1) that the tax be levied on any
increase in the company's net in-

come over its average net during
1936-39, or (2) that the tax be levied
on any increase in a company's rate
of return on its capital over the av-
erage rate of return during 1936-39.

One of the lenient aspects of the
suggested set-up appears to be that
a company may use whichever base
results in the smaller tax.

Spokesmen for important compa-
nies said yesterday that they expect
changes to be effected in several of
the details attending the tax pro-
posals, and expressed no surprise
that the trend of the House commit-
tee was toward assessment of the
tax on the basis of average revenue
over a period of years.

In connection with this they called
attention to the fact that Govern-
ment favors the foregoing method,
citing as an instance the D of J
negotiators attitude on the proposed
consent decree escape clause, which
dealt with the 72 per cent domestic
market business done by the five
theater-operating majors. This »72
per cent figure represented an av-
erage taken over three release years.
The tax measure is over four-year
span.

Disney Festival Stays
Third Week at Criterion

The Walt Disney Festival which
has been doing top business at
Loew's Criterion Theater since its
opening will be held over for a third
week starting Saturday, Charles
Moss, manager of the Loew's Cri-
terion, announced yesterday.

«REVI€1VS
"I Love You Agair
with William Powell, Myrna Loy, Fra

McHugh, Edmund Lowe
M-G-M 99 I

SUREFIRE ROMANTIC COM
STUDDED WITH LAUGHS AND CLI
SITUATIONS IN WHICH FANS V

REVEL.

That hue and cry of exhibitors for

clicking comedy, to mend frayed b.o.

ceipts and act as an antidote to the pul

cares of the present day, is resound

answered by M-G-M via "I Love

Again," which is a humor-packed, light

frothy offering. For all theaters and

customers, this original yarn by Leon
don and Maurine Watkins, based on

Octavus Roy Cohen novel, is as dive;

as a busy traffic cop, and as swift-mc

as a wide-open-throttled police car.

Whatever slackening of pace exis

which is infrequent,—springs from ge

osity of the film's makers to providi

much entertainment as possible . . .

solid entertainment it is. Director V,

Van Dyke 2nd maintains momentum thro

out, getting the most out of a lively scr<

play fashioned by Charles Lederer, Ge
Oppenheimer and Harry Kurnitz, and

tracting the most, too, from a cast w
principal members' pulling-power will

turnstiles in every situation.

The famed and favorite team symboli

the modern married couple,—William Po

and Myrna Loy,—are excellent, as are

supporting players, chief among whor

the rollicking Frank McHugh. Since .

impossible in any review, particularly

of a laugh-and-gag-studded comedy, to

vey to the film buyer or booker an adeq

idea of the story,— suffice it to say tha

Love You Again" is smart, spicy and ha|

unserious.

It recounts how a blow on the head,

ceived by the stolid, straight-laced, c

munity-spirited Powell,—off on a vaca

cruise,—causes him to revert, via amn

to his reckless and slightly shady self,

memory of persons, places and events

the immediate past decade is blotted

resulting in hilarious complications, not

least of which is the problem of havin;

win back his wife, Myrna Loy, who w
to divorce him. Liking his behavior of

years-ago better than his post-marital

she is finally won back,—but during all

re-courting are hilarious happenings, C

of which is Powell's complicity in a croo

oil deal wherein he associates himself i

former underworld pals.

If comedy's the answer to the showm

prayer for product, here it is in full

radiant bloom. By this time, M-G-M kn

it has a handsome hit; now it's the exh

tor's turn; and soon—the public's.

CAST: William Powell, Myrna Loy, Fr

McHugh, Edmund Lowe, Donald Doug

Nella Walker, Carl "Alfalfa" Switzer, Pi

Watkin, Paul Stanton, Morgan Wall,

Charles Arnt.

CREDITS: Director, W. S. Van Dyke 2

Original Story, Leon Gordon, Maurine V>

kins (based on Octavus Roy Cohen's novi

Screenplay, Charles Lederer, George Opp

heimer, Harry Kurnitz; Director of Ph(

graphy, Oliver T. Marsh; Musical Direct

Franz Waxman; Recording Director, Do

las Shearer; Art Director, Cedric Gibbc

Set Decorations, Edwin B. Willis; Wa

robe by Dolly Tree; Film Editor, Gene R

giero.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPHY, I

to.
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xhib. Leaders Split

in Blocks of Five

(Continued from Page 1)

|hd results probably will be bene-
ial, he added.
Smith admitted that inauguration

the new method of selling and

[
lying probably would have a some-
hat chaotic effect for a period
' six months, but that after the
- -m had been in operation for

iat length of time, he predicted that

vhibitors would find it desirable,

e further asserted that the plan

ould improve production stand-

ards.

Harry Brandt, ITOA president

rid head of the Brandt circuit, at-

icked the system as being imprac-
cal. It will be impossible to be

ssured of a flow of product for

is theaters under such a setup, he
eclared.

Max Cohen, head of New York Al-

ed and president of the Cinema
ircuit, declared he could not keep
is theaters open if the decree is

ccepted with the five-picture clause

1 effect.

I) of J May Ask Exhib. Units

"o Express Decree Reactions
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Washington—The Department of

ustice is yet to determine upon the

ourse of action to be followed in

ecuring indie exhib. reaction to the

roposed consent decree to termi-

ate the New York equity suit, The
"ilm Daily learned yesterday.

One thought, however, is that the

Government might seek to obtain the

.lesired information through the ex-

libitor trade associations.

?orum Films Lining Up
Distribs. in 31 Keys

(Continued from Page 1)

vould not compete in any way with
heaters, emphasizing the fact that
he shorts would be used only in

dassrooms.

Subjects will not be historical

;horts but will be of an academic
ind character building nature. A
committee of prominent educators
las been selected to pass on all ma-
erial for authenticity and suitability

lefore the pictures are made. Pro-
iuction starts in about three weeks,
3erkowitz said, and each short will
oe in color.

Jesse J. Gilbert is vice-president
)f the company; Sam Nathanson,
;ales manager, Doc Merman, produc-
;ion manager, and Murray Fischer,
-omptroiler.

Exit, Old RKO
Federal Judge William Bondy yester-

day granted permission to the Irving

Trust Co., as trustee of RKO, to file

final papers in Maryland dissolving the
old RKO company. The order was granted
upon request of the Irving Trust, which
stated that the company had completed
transfer of all assets, and that nothing
remained to be done before dissolution.

lis Title Changing Time in Hollywood
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood— Its Title Changing Time in Hollywood, witness:
Paramount has altered "Touchdown" to "The Quarterback" and "City That Never

Sleeps" to "Reaching for the Sun."
Metro had changed "Busman's Holiday" to "Haunted Honeymoon."
Twentieth-Fox has retitled "Owners Up" as "Golden Hoofs."

10,000 Bible Classes
Fight Pa. Sunday Pix

(Continued from Page 1)

made by 10,000 Bible classes in

Pennsylvania, it was announced yes-
terday by Arthur R. Bodmer, head
of adult work of the Pennsylvania
State Sabbath School Association.

The membership, totaling many
hundreds of thousands, unites in

such social action projects through
the Pennsylvania Adult Bible Class
Federation, an auxiliary of the state

group, Bodmer said. Committees
will be appointed to bring the mat-
ter before each class.

The association played an impor-
tant role in defeating Sunday mo-
vies in Harrisburg in 1935 when
voters opposed the issue more than
two to one.

Non-Theatricals Require
Licensing, Pa. Warning

Harrisburg, Pa.—Owners and op-
erators of any building or place used
for non-theatrical exhibition of films

were warned yesterday by Lewis G.
Hines, secretary of Labor and Indus-
try, that they must have the building
or place approved by the Depart-
ment before motion picture exhibi-

tions are held.

Secretary Hines also pointed out

that under the Fire and Panic Act of

1927 as amended, no person is per-

mitted to project either theatrical

or non-theatrical motion pictures

until he has obtained a license from
the Department.

"Love You Again" Clicks

In the Michigan, Detroit

"I Love You Again" is playing to

excellent business in its initial key
city opening at the Michigan De-
troit, Metro reported yesterday. In

the first five days the William
Powell-Myrna Loy film topped such
of the house's previous large Metro
grossers as "Andy Hardy Meets
Debutante," "Broadway Melody of

1940," "Susan and God" and "Young
Tom Edison."

"Kit Carson" Premiere
Set For Denver Aug. 26

Denver — Edward Small's "Kit
Carson," will have its world pre-
miere here on Monday, Aug. 26, at
the Denver and Paramount Theaters.
The premiere is being sponsored

by the Rocky Mountain Screen Club,
Denver and Colorado newspapers,
and other business and community
organizations. Festivities will be
attended by a number of Hollywood
stars and production personalities.

Trinidad Theaters Are
Feeling Effect of War

(Continued from Page 1)

for Warners, told The Film Daily
yesterday. Abeles is here on a com-
bined business trip and vacation.
He said that a British product

quota is in effect in the territory,

but that monetary agreements be-
tween the government and distribu-

tors have not been affected.

The only real competition to

American product was said to be
Indian pictures which had a good
market in outlying districts and sub-
sequent-run houses frequented by
the Indian population.

New Pittsburgh Warner
Exchange Ready Dec. 1

Pittsburgh — Contract has been
awarded for the construction of a

new Warner-Vitagraph exchange, at

the corner of Miltenberger St. and
Boulevard of the Allies, on Film
Row. Work is to begin immediately
and building is to be completed by
Dec. 1.

Para. Won't Accept

Articles 2 and 7!

(Continued from Page 1)

a final decision on its attitude to-

ward the settlement of the equity

suit, but indications are that an of-

ficial announcement may be made
today.

Status of 20th Century-Fox also

has not been determined.

Tax Exemption Elimination
Finds Congressional Favor

(Continued from Page 1)

Southern Illinois that the defense
tax on theater admissions be extend-
ed to all tickets, regardless of price,

replies received by Prexy Fred
Wehrenberg indicate that no at-

tempt will be made to amend the
1940 Revenue Act at this session.

The MPTO communication has
been presented to the Ways and
Means Committee of the House and
will receive due consideration when
a new revenue bill comes up for con-
sideration. This is expected to ba
early in the first session of the nsw
Congress to be elected in November.
Similar consideration will be givsn
by the Senate Committee that will

be assigned the new revenue act.

' m»
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The Film Daily's Calenda
——_—^——^———^^^^^^^—^———— A list of English-speaking features released since March 15, 1940, by companies. Arrai

of FILM DAILY review. Names are the principal players in the cast. Complete casts anc

COLUMBIA
Too Many Husbands, 84 mins 3-21-40

FD: 3-8-40. Fred MacMurray, Jean

Parker, Melvyn Douglas

Blazing Six-Shooters, 61 mins 4-11-40

FD: 3-12-40. Charles Starrett, Iris Mere-

dith

Texas Stagecoach, 59 mins 3-20-40

FD: 4-3-40. Charles Starrett, Iris Mere-

dith

Konga, the Wild Stallion, 65 mins. .8-30-39

FD: 4-10-40. Fred Stone, Rochelle Hudson

Man With Nine Lives, The, 73 mins.

4-18-40

FD: 5-3-40. Boris Karloff, Roger Pryor,

Jc Ann Sayers

Twenty-one Days Together, 72 mins.

5-16-40

FD: 5-27-40. Vivien Leigh, Laurence

Olivier, Leslie Banks

Island of Doomed Men, 67 mins. . .
.5-20-40

FD: 6-13-40. Peter Lorre, Rochelle Hud-

son, Robert Wilcox

Man from Tumbleweeds, The, 59 mins

5-20-40

FD: 6-14-40. Bill Elliott, Iris Meredith

Babies for Sale, 64 mins 5-16-40

FD: 6-14-40. Rochelle Hudson, Glenn

Ford, Miles Mander
Doctor Takes a Wife, The, 89 mins.. 4-25-40

FD: 6-17-40. Loretta Young, Ray Milland,

Reginald Gardner, Gail Patrick

Passport to Alcatraz, 60 mins 6-6-40

FD: 6-18-40. Jack Holt, Noah Beery,

Jr., Cecilia Callejo

Lone Wolf Meets a Lady, The, 71 mins.

5-30-40

FD: 6-18-40. Warren William, Jean Muir,

Eric Blore

Mad Men of Europe, 73 mins 6-3-40

FD: 6-26-40. Edmund Gwenn, Mary Ma-
guire, Paul von Hernreid

Return of Wild Bill, 60 mins 6-27-40

FD: 7-10-40. Bill Elliott, Iris Meredith,

George Lloyd

West of Abilene, 58 mins

FD: 7-17-40. Charles Starrett, Marjorie

Cooley, Don Beddoe

Girls of the Road, 61 mins 6-20-40

FD: 7-24-40. Ann Dvorak, Helen Mack,

Lola Lane

Fugitive From a Prison Camp, 59 mins

FD: 8-6-40. Jack Holt, Marian Marsh,

Phillip Terry

Military Academy, 66 mins 7-18-40

FD: 8-6-40. Tommy Kelly, Bobby Jordan,

David Holt, Jackie Searl

The Fight For Life, 69 mins

FD: 3-18-40. Myron McCormick, Storrs

Haynes

ftf-G-IU

Young Tom Edison, 82 mins 3-15-40

FD: 2-13-40. Mickey Rooney, Fay Bainter,

George Bancroft

Henry Goes Arizona, 66 mins 12-8-39

FD: 2-20-40. Frank Morgan, Virginia

Weidler, Guy Kibbee

Strange Cargo, 105 mins 4-1-40

FD: 3-5-40. Joan Crawford, Clark Gable

Florian, 91 mins 3-29-40

FD: 4-1-40. Robt. Young, Helen Gilbert,

Chas. Coburn

Dr. Kildare's Strange Case, 76 mins. 4-12-40

FD: 4-16-40. Lew Ayres, Lionel Barry-

more

And One Was Beautiful, 93 mins 4-5-40

FD: 4-17-40. Laraine Day, Robert Cum-
mings, Jean Muir

Forty Little Mothers, 90 mins 4-26-40

FD: 4-19-40. Eddie Cantor. Judith An-

derson, Ralph Morgan

Twenty-Mule Team, 84 mins 5-3-40

FD: 4-30-40. Wallace Beery, Leo Carrillo,

Marjorie Rambeau
Two Girls on Broadway, 71 mins. . . .4-19-40

FD: 4-30-40. Lana Turner, George Mur-
phy, Joan Blonde!!

Waterloo Bridge, 103 mins 5-17-40

FD: 5-16-40. Vivien Leigh, Robert Tay-
lor, Lucile Watson, Aubrey Smith

Edison, the Man, 107 mins 5-10-40

FD: 5-17-40. Spencer Tracy, Rita John-

son, Lynne Overman, Chas. Coburn
Phantom Raiders, 70 mins 5-31-40

FD: 5-28-40. Walter Pidgeon, Donald

Meek, Jos. Schildkraut

Susan and God, 115 mins 6-7-40

FD: 6-4-40. Joan Crawford, Fredric March
Mortal Storm, The, 100 mins 6-14-40

FD: 6-11-40. Margaret Sullavan, James
Stewart, Robert Young, Frank Morgan

New Moon, 105 mins 6-28-40

FD: 6-18-40. Jeanette MacDonald, Nel-

son Eddy, Mary Boland

Captain Is a Lady, The, 63 mins.. .6-21-40

FD: 6-26-40. Charles Coburn, Beulah

Bondi, Virginia Grey

Andy Hardy Meets Debutante, 86 mins.

7-5-40

FD: 7-2-40. Mickey Rooney, Judy Gar-

land, Lewis Stone

Pride and Prejudice, 157'/2 mins 8-2-40

FD: 7-9-40. Greer Garson, Laurence

Olivier, Mary Boland

We Who Are Young, 79 mins 7-19-40

FD: 7-16-40. Lana Turner, John Shel-

ton, Gene Lockhart

Sporting Blood, 82 mins 7-12-40

FD: 7-24-40. Robert Young, Maureen
O'Sullivan

Boom Town, 116 mins 8-30-40

FD: 8-6-40. Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy,

Claudette Colbert, Hedy Lamarr

MISCELLANEOUS
Broken Strings (Int. Roadshow-Borden), 60

mins.

FD: 3-18-40. Clarence Muse, Cyril Lewis

Outsider, The (Alliance Films), 90 mins.

FD: 3-21-40. George Sanders, Mary Ma-
guire

Monkey Into Man (World Pictures), 60
mins.

FD: 3-22-40. Depicts evolution of man.

Lights Out in Europe (Mayer & Burstyn),

66 mins.

FD: 4-3-40. Documentary film.

Killers of the Wild (Times), 57 mins.

FD: 4-3-40. Joan Valerie, James Bush

American Gang Busters, The (Times), 60
mins.

FD: 4-3-40. Documentary G-Man film.

Hidden Menace, The, 56 mins.

FD: 4-10-40. Otto Kruger, Gertrude

Michael

George Washington Carver, 69 mins.

FD: 4-16-40. Dr. Geo. W. Carver, Booker

T. Washington, III

Secrets of a Model 60 mins.

FD: 4-18-40. Sharon Lee, Phyllis Barry

Mr. Washington Goes to Town (Dixie

National)

FD: 4-19-40. F. E. Miller, Mantan More-

land

Captain Moonlight (Atlas Film Exchange),

60 mins.

FD: 4-26-40. John Garrick, Winifred

Shotter

Men with Steel Faces (Times Pictures),

70 mins.

FD: 5-2-40. Gene Autry, Frankie Darro

Suicide Legion (Film Alliance), 54 mins.

FD: 5-9-40. Tullio Carminati, Lilli Pal-

mer, John Garrick

Song of the Road (Select Attractions), 71

mins.

FD: 5-13-40. Harry Lauder, Ruth Haven,

Ethel Glendinning

Mad Youth (Atlas Film Exchange), 61 mins.

FD: 5-20-40. Mary Ainslee, Betty Comp-
son, Betty Atkinson

Leopard Men of Africa, The, 65 mins.

FD: 6-25-40. African adventure film.

Spies in the Air (Film Alliance), 62 mins.

7-15-40

FD: 7-12-40. Barry K. Barnes, Joan

Marion, Roger Livesey

One Night in Paris (Alliance), 65 mins....

FD: 7-23-40. John Lodge, Hugh Williams,

Joan Marion

Murder in the Night (Film Alliance),

70 mins.

FD: 7-24-40. Jack LaRue, Sandra Storme

MONOGRAM
Midnight Limited, 61 mins 3-20-40

FD: 3-22-40. John King, Marjorie Rey-

nolds

Son of the Navy, 72 mins 3-30-40

FD: 4-10-40. James Dunn, Jean Parker

Tomboy, 70 mins 4-5-20

FD: 4-24-40. Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae
Jones, Grant Withers

Pals of the Silver Sage, 52 mins 4-20-40

FD: 5-2-40. Tex Ritter, Sugar Dawn
Mysterious Mr. Reeder, The, 61 mins.

4-30-40

FD: 5-9-40. Will Fyffe, Kay Walsh.

George Curzon, Chili Boucher

Covered Wagon Trails, 52 mins. .. .4-20-40

FD: 5-9-40. Jack Randall, Sally Cairns,

David Sharpe

On the Spot, 62 mins 6-11-40

FD: 6-4-40. Frankie Darro, Mantan More-
land, Mary Kornman

Wild Horse Range, 58 mins 6-18-40

FD: 6-18-40. Jack Randall, Frank Yaco-
nelli, Tom London

Last Alarm, The, 61 mins 6-25-40

FD: 6-25-40. J. Farrell MacDonald, Polly

Ann Young, Warren Hull

Land of Six Guns, 54 mins 5-2-40

FD: 6-26-40. Jack Randall, Louise Stanley

Golden Trail, The, 52 mins 7-3-40

FD: 7-8-40. Tex Ritter, Slim Andrews,
Ina Guest

Boys of the City, 63 mins 7-15-40

FD: 7-22-40. Bobby Jordan, Leo Gorcey,

Dave O'Brien

Haunted House, The, 70 mins 7-22-40

FD: 7-23-40. Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae
Jones, Geo. Cleveland

PARAMOUNT
Women Without Names, 62 mins. .3-15-40

FD: 2-20-40. Ellen Drew, Robert Paige,

Judith Barrett

Road to Singapore, 84 mins 3-22-4Q
FD: 2-26-40. Bing Crosby, Dorothy La-

mour. Bob Hope
Knights of the Range, 68 mins 3-29-40

FD: 2-26-40. Russell Hayden, Victor

Jory, Jean Parker

Adventure in Diamonds, 76 mins. .. .4-5-40

FD: 4-5-40. Isa Miranda, Geo. Brent,

John Loder

*Dr. Cyclops, 75 mins 4-12-40
FD: 3-8-40. Albert Dekker, Thos. Coo-

ley, Janice Logan
Biscuit Eater, The, 81 mins 4-26-40

FD: 4-12-40. Billy Lee, Cordell Hickman,
Richard Lane

Buck Benny Rides Again, 82 mins. .5-30-40

FD: 4-16-40. Jack Benny, Ellen Drew,
Andy Devine

Light of Western Stars, The, 67 mins
5-24-40

FD: 4-22-40. Victor Jory, Jo Ann Sayei

Russell Hayden

"Typhoon, 70 mins 5-17-

FD: 4-30-40. Dorothy Lamour, Robe
Preston, Lynne Overman

French Without Tears, 67 mins. .. .4-19-'

FD: 5-7-40. Ray Milland, Ellen Drew

Opened by Mistake, 67 mins 5-10-'

FD: 5-13-40. Charlie Ruggles, Janice L
gan, Robert Paige

Those Were the Days, 70 mins. .. .6-21-'

FD: 5-22-40. William Holden, Boni

Granville, Ezra Stone
Hidden Gold, 61 mins 6-7-'

FD: 5-24-40. William Boyd, Russell Ha'

den, Ruth Rogers

Safari, 80 mins 6-14-'

FD: 6-4-40. Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Madi
leine Carroll

Way of All Flesh, 86 mins 7-5-'

FD: 6-11-40. Akim Tamiroff, Glad
George, Wm. Henry, Muriel Angelu:

Ghost Breakers, The, 82 mins 6-21-'

FD: 6-13-40. Bob Hope, Paulette Go (

dard, Richard Carlson

Untamed, 83 mins 7-26-'

FD: 7-2-40. Ray Milland, Patricia Mor
son, Akim Tamiroff

Queen of the Mob, 61 mins 6-28-'

FD: 7-3-40. Ralph Bellamy, Bland

Yurka, J. Carrol Naish, Jean Cagney
Stagecoach War, 63 mins 7-12-'

FD: 7-10-40. William Boyd, Russe

Hayden, Harvey Stephens
Great McGinty, The, 81 mins.. . .8-23-'

FD: 7-23-40. Brian Donlevy, Muri

Angelus, Akim Tamiroff

Mystery Sea Raider, 75 mins 8-9-'

FD: 8-5-40. Carole Landis, Henry Wi
coxon, Onslow Stevens

Golden Gloves, 69 mins 8-2-'

FD: 8-5-40. Richard Denning, Jean Ca;

ney, J. Carrol Naish

PRODUCERS RELEASim
CORP.

Frontier Crusader, 62 mins 6-21-'

FD: 6-14-40. Tim McCoy, Dorothy Shor

Carl Hackett
Hold That Woman, 64 mins 7-15-'

FD: 7-12-40. James Dunn, Frances Gi

ford

RKO RADIO
Millionaire Playboy, 64 mins 3- 15-'

FD: 2-27-40. Joe Penner, Linda Hayes

Primrose Path, 93 mins 3-22-'

FD: 3-18-40. Ginger Rogers, Joel McCre
Marjorie Rambeau

Courageous Dr. Christian, The, 67 mins.

4-5-';

FD: 3-25-40. Jean Hersholt, Tom Ne;

Dorothy Lovett

Saint Takes Over, The, 69 mins 6-7-'

FD: 5-27-40. George Sanders, Wem
Barrie, Jonathan Hale

Pop Always Pays, 66 mins 6-21 -'

FD: 6-18-40. Leon Errol, Dennis O'Keef

Adele Pearce

Anne of Windy Poplars, 88 mins. .
.6-28-'

FD: 6-19-40. Anne Shirley, James Ell

son, Henry Travers

Bill of Divorcement, A, 74 mins. . . .5-31-'

FD: 4-8-40. Maureen O'Hara, Adolpl

Menjou, Fay Bainter

Curtain Call, 60 mins 4-26-'

FD: 4-10-40. Barbara Read, Alan Mov
bray, Martin Spellman

Bullet Code, 58 mins 4-5-'

FD: 4-10-40. George O'Brien, Virgin

Vale

.



if Current Feature Releases
din% to date of review. Dates after titles are distributor release dates: FD: indicates date

on credits are included with FILM DAILY reviews. "Indicates Technicolor production.

S
104 mins 5-3-40

4-19-40. Anna Neagle, Ray Milland,

Roland Young, May Robson

Favorite Wife, 88 mins 5-17-40
:D: 5-3-40. Irene Dunne, Cary Grant,

Gail Patrick, Randolph Scott

u Can't Fool Your Wife, 65 mins. 5-24-40
: D: 5-21-40. Lucille Ball, James Ellison

m Brown's School Days, 86 mins. .6-14-40

FD: 6-24-40. Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Fred-

die Bartholomew, Jimmy Lydon, Jose-

phine Hutchinson

llionaires in Prison, 63 mins 7-12-40

FD: 6-27-40. Lee Tracy, Linda Hayes,

Raymond Walburn

urie Law, 59 mins 6-14-40

FD: 6-27-40. George O'Brien, Virginia

Vale. Dick Hogan

oss-Country Romance, 68 mins.. .7-19-40

FD: 6-28-40. Gene Raymond, Wendy Bar-

rie, Hedda Hopper

mparts We Watch, The, 90 mins. .7-23-40

FD: 7-24-40. John Adair, John Sommers,

Julia Kent

Christian Meets the Women, 68 mins.

7-5-40

FD: 8-5-40. Jean Hersholt, Dorothy

Lovett, Edgar Kennedy

REPUBLIC
ncho Grande, 68 mins 3-22-40

FD: 3-25-40. Gene Autry, Smiley Burn-

ette

rgotten Girls, 68 mins 3-15-40

FD: 3-27-40. Louise Piatt, Donald Woods
ost Valley Raiders, 57 mins 3-26-40

FD: 4-3-40. Donald Barry, Lona Andre

rk Command, 94 mins 4-15-40

FD: 4-5-40. Claire Trevor, John Wayne,
Walter Pidgeon

-Yo Silver, 69 mins 4-10-40

FD: 4-16-40. Lee Powell, Chief Thunder

Cloud
' sndpa Goes to Town, 66 mins. . . .4-19-40

FD: 4-24-40. James, Lucille and Russell

Gleason, Harry Davenport

»Old Missouri, 67 mins 4-17-40
:D: 5-3-40. Weaver Bros, and Elviry

vered Wagon Days, 56 mins. .. .4-22-40

FD: 5-9-40. Bob Livingston, Raymond
Hatton, Duncan Renaldo

ooked Road, The, 66 mins 5-10-40

FD: 5-15-40. Edmund Lowe, Henry Wil-

coxon, Irene Hervey

ucho Serenade, 66 mins 5-10-40

FD: 5-15-40. Gene Autry, Smiley Burn-

ette, June Storey

ngs of Chicago, 66 mins 5-17-40

FD: 5-21-40. Lloyd Nolan, Barton Mc-
Lane, Ray Middleton

ung Buffalo Bill, 59 mins 4-12-40
FD: 5-28-40. Roy Rogers, George Hayes,

Pauline Moore
cky Mountain Rangers, 58 mins. .5-24-40

FD: 5-31-40. Robert Livingston, Raymond
Hatton, Duncan Renaldo

omen in War, 71 mins 6-6-40

FD: 5-27-40. Elsie Janis, Wendy Barrie,

Patric Knowles
•fugee, The, 79 mins 7-3-40

D: 6-14-40. John Wayne, Sigrid Gurie,

Chas. Coburn
rson City Kid, The, 57 mins 6-27-40
FD: 6-19-40. Roy Rogers, George "Gab-

by" Hayes, Bob Steele

agons Westward, 70 mins 6-19-40
FD: 6-24-40. Chester Morris, Anita Lou-

ise, Buck Jones, Ona Munson
•e Man's Law, 57 mins 6-29-40
FD: 7-8-40. Don "Red" Barry, Janet

Waldo, Dub Taylor

fu

Scatterbrain, 74 mins 7-20-40

FD: 7-11-40. Judy Canova, Alan Mow-
bray, Ruth Donnelly

Carolina Moon, 65 mins 6-15-40

FD: 7-16-40. Gene Autry, Smiley Burn-

ette, June Storey

Girl From God's Country, 71 mins.. .7-30-40

FD: 7-23-40. Chester Morris, Jane Wyatt,

Chas. Bickford

Ranger and the Lady, The, 59 mins.

7-30-40

FD: 7-24-40. Roy Rogers, George Hayes,

Jacqueline Wells

S'ng, Dance, Plenty Hot, 70 mins.. .8- 10-40

FD: 8-5-40. Ruth Terry, Johnny Downs

20th CENTURY-FOX
Shooting High, 65 mins 4-26-40

FD: 3-8-40. Jane Withers, Gene Autry

Viva Cisco Kid, 70 mins 4-12-40

FD: 3-25-40. Cesar Romero, Jean Rogers

Johnny Apollo, 93 mins 4-19-40

FD: 4-16-40. Tyrone Power, Lloyd Nolan,

Dorothy Lamour

Free, Blonde and 21, 67 mins 3-29-40

FD: 4-19-40. Lynn Bari, Mary Beth

Hughes, Henry Wilcoxon

Star Dust, 85 mins 4-5-40

FD: 5-7-40. Linda Darnell, John Payne,

Roland Young

Charlie Chan's Murder Cruise, 75 mins.

6-21-40

FD: 5-7-40. Sidney Toler, Marjorie

Weaver, Lionel Atwill

Lillian Russell, 127 mins 5-24-40

FD: 5-16-40. Alice Faye, Don Ameche,
Henry Fonda

So This Is London, 84 mins 5-3-40

FD: 5-20-40. George Sanders, Robertson

Hare, Betron Churchill

I Was An Adventuress, 81 mins. . .5-10-40

FD: 5-24-40. Zorina, Richard Greene,

Erich von Stroheim

Four Sons, 89 mins 6-14-40

FD: 6-4-40. Don Ameche, Eugenie Leon-

tovich, Mary Beth Hughes
Manhattan Heartbeat, 72 mins. .. .7-12-40

FD: 6-5-40. Robert Sterling, Virginia Gil-

more, Joan Davis

Earthbound, 67 mins 6-7-40

FD: 6-13-40. Warner Baxter, Andrea
Leeds, Lynn Bari

On Their Own, 63 mins 5-17-40

FD: 6-14-40. Spring Byington, Ken How-
ell, Geo. Ernest

Girl in 313, 56 mins 5-31-40

FD: 6-17-40. Florence Rice, Kent Tay-

lor, Lionel Atwill

Lucky Cisco Kid, 68 mins 6-28-40

FD: 6-28-40. Cesar Romero, Mary Beth

Hughes, Chris-Pin Martin

''Maryland, 92 mins 7-14-40

FD: 7-2-40. Walter Brennan, Fay Bain-

ter, Brenda Joyce, John Payne

Street of Memories, 71 mins 9-6-30

FD: 7-2-40. Lynn Roberts, Guy Kibbee,

John McGuire
Sailor's Lady, 66 mins 7-5-40

FD: 7-3-40. Nancy Kelly, Jon Hall, Wally
Vernon

Young People. 78 mins 9-27-40

FD: 7-15-40. Shirley Temple, Jack

Oakie, Charlotte Greenwood
Man I Married, The, 77 mins 8-2-40

FD: 7-16-40. Joan Bennett, Francis

Lederer, Lloyd Nolan

Charlie Chan at the Wax Museum, 63 mins.

10-4-40

FD: 8-1-40. Sidney Toler, Sen Yung, C.

Henry Gordon

UNITED ARTISTS
My Son, My Son (Small), 115 mins. .3-22-40

FD: 3-6-40. Madeleine Carroll, Brian

Aherne

Rebecca (Selrnick), 127 mins. .. .4-12-40

FD: 3-26-40. Laurence Olivier, Joan Fon-

taine

One Million B.C. (Roach), 80 mins.. 4-5-40

FD: 4-16-40. Victor Mature, Carole Lan-

dis, Lon Chaney, Jr.

Saps at Sea (Roach), 57 mins 4-19-40

FD: 5-3-40. Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy,

Ben Turpin

Turnabout (Roach), 83 mins 5-17-40

FD: 5-7-40. Adolphe Menjou, Carole

Landis, John Hubbard

Our Town (Lesser), 90 mins 5-24-40

FD: 5-13-40. William Holden, Martha

Scott, Frank Craven, Thomas Mitchell

Pastor Hall (Roosevelt), 97 mins

FD: 8-1-40. Nova Pilbeam, Sir Seymour

Hicks Wilfrid Lawson

Captain Caut'on, (Roach), 85 mins

FD: 8-2-40. Victor Mature, Louise Piatt,

Leo Carrillo

UNIVERSAL
It's a Date, 103 mins 3-22-40

FD: 3-25-40. Deanna Durbin, Kay Fran-

cis, Walter Pidgeon

Black Friday, 70 mins 4-12-40

FD: 4-5-40. Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi,

Anne Nagel

"Ma, He's Making Eyes at Me," 60 mins.

3-15-40

FD: 4-8-40. Tom Brown, Constance

Moore

House of the Seven Gables, The, 89 mins.

4-12-40

FD: 4-18-40. Vincent Price, Margaret

Lindsay, George Sanders

Enemy Agent, 61 mins 4-19-40

FD: 4-26-40. Richard Cromwell, Helen

Vinson, Robert Armstrong

If I Had My Way, 94 mins 5-3-40

FD: 4-30-40. Bing Crosby, Gloria Jean,

Chas. Winninger

La Conga Nights, 60 mins 5-31-40

FD: 5-20-40. Hugh Herbert, Dennis

O'Keefe, Constance Moore

Alias the Deacon, 72 mins 5-17-40

FD: 5-20-40. Bob Burns, Mischa Auer,

Dennis O'Keefe
Riders of Pasco Basin, 56 mins 4-5-40

FD: 5-20-40. Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy

Knight, Bob Baker

Sandy is a Lady, 64 mins 6-14-40

FD: 5-21-40. Baby Sandy, Batch and

Buddy, Eugene Pallette, Nan Grey

I Can't Give You Anything but Love Baby,

61 mins.. 6-21-40

FD: 5-21-40. Broderick Crawford, Peggy

Moran, Johnny Downs
Ski Patrol. 64 mins 5-10-40

FD: 5-22-40 Philip Dorn, Luli Deste.

Samuel S. Hinds

Framed, 61 mins 2-23-40

FD: 5-28-40. Frank Albertson, Constance

Moore, Jerome Cowan
Half a Sinner, 59 mins 4-5-40

FD: 6-5-40. Heather Angel, John King,

Constance Collier

Private Affairs, 75 mins 7-5-40

FD: 6-13-40. Hugh Herbert, Nancy Kelly,

Roland Young
Bad Man from Red Butte, 58 mins. .5-31-40

FD: 6-14-40. Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy
Knight, Bob Baker

Hot Steel, 61 mins 7-12-40

FD: 6-26-40. Richard Arlen, Andy Devine,

Peggy Moran

You're Not So Tough, 71 mins 7-26-40

FD: 7-11-40. Nay Grey, Billy Halop,

Huntz Hall

Boys From Syracuse, The, 73 mins. . .8-9-40

FD: 7-15-40. Allan Jones, Joe Penner,

Martha Raye

Fugitive, The, 76 mins 7-28-40

FD: 7-25-40. Ralph Richardson, Diana

Wynyard

When the Daltons Rode, 80 mins.. .7-26-40

FD: 7-29-40. Randolph Scott, Kay Fran-

cis, Brian Donlevy

I'm Nobody's Sweetheart Now, 64 mins....

FD: 8-6-40. Dennis O'Keefe, Constance

Moore, Helen Parrish

WARNER RROS.
Three Cheers for the Irish, 100 mins.

3-16-40

FD: 3-8-40. Thomas Mitchell, Priscilla

Lane, Dennis Morgan

Virginia City, 121 mins 3-23-40

FD: 3-18-40. Errol Flynn, Miriam Hopkins,

Randolph Scott

It All Came True, 97 mins 4-6-40

FD: 4-5-40. Ann Sheridan, Humphrey
Bogart, Jeffrey Lynn

Till We Meet Again, 99 mins 4-20-40

FD: 4-11-40. George Brent, Merle Oberon,

Pat O'Brien

Saturday's Children, 101 mins 5-11-40

FD: 4-17-40. John Garfield, Anne Shirley,

Claude Rains

King of the Lumberjacks, 58 mins.. 4-13-40

FD: 4-18-40. John Payne, Gloria Dickson,

Stanley Fields

Torrid Zone, 88 mins 5-25-40

FD: 5-13-40. James Cagney, Ann Sheri-

dan, Pat O'Brien

Angel From Texas, An, 69 mins. .. .4-27-40

FD: 5-15-40. Eddie Albert, Rosemary

Lane, Wayne Morris

Tear Gas Squad, 55 mins 5-4-40

FD: 5-15-40. Dennis Morgan, John Payne,

Gloria Dickson

Flight Angels, 74 mins 5-18-40

FD: 5-29-40. Dennis Morgan, Wayne
Morris, Virginia Bruce

Brother Orchid, 91 mins 6-8-14

FD: 5-31-40. Edward G. Robinson, Ann
Sothern, Humphrey Bogart, Ralph

Bellamy

All This and Heaven Too, 143 mins.. 6-29-40
FD: 6-17-40. Bette Davis, Charles Boyer,

Barbara O'Neil, Jeffrey Lynn
My Love Came Back, 81 mins 7-20-40

FD: 6-28-40. Olivia de Havilland, Jeffrey

Lynn, Eddie Albert

Man Who Talked Too Much, The, 75 mins.

7-6-40
FD: 7-8-40. George Brent, Virginia

Bruce, Richard Barthelmess

Murder in the Air, 55 mins 6-1-40
FD: 7-10-40. Ronald Reagan, John Litel,

Lya Lys

They Drive by Night, 93 mins 8-10-40
FD: 7-12-40. George Raft, Ann Sher-

idan, Ida Lupino, Humphrey Bogart

Fugitive From Justice, A, 53 mins.. .6-15-40

FD: 7-12-40. Roger Pryor, Lucille Fair-

banks, Eddie Foy, Jr.

Devil's Island, 62 mins

FD: 7-16-40. Boris Karloff, Nedda Har-
rigan, James Stephenson

Sea Hawk The, 127 mins 8-24-40
FD: 7-23-40. Errol Flynn, Brenda Mar-

shall, Claude Rains
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By RALPH WILK ^=

—HOLLYWOOD
\A/ITH 19 young players currently under
™ ™ contract, Warners is grooming the

largest crop of newcomers in the studio's

history. Virtually all of the youngsters have

jo'ned the roster of the Burbank studio dur-

ing the past year. With two exceptions,

all of them have had dramatic training.

Included among them are: Peter Ashley,

Herbert Anderson, Lee Bennett, Joan Brooks,

David Bruce, Suzanne Carnahan, Lucia Car-

roll, Jan Clayton, Mildred Coles, Garrett

Craig, Lucile Fairbanks, Phyllis Hamilton,

Ann Edmunds, George Haywood, William
Marshall, William T. Orr, George Reeves,

Frank Wilcox and Maris Wrixon.

® •
kJUNNALLY JOHNSON will not only

" ^ adapt Jack Kirkland's "Tobacco Road"
to the screen for 20th-Fox, but will serve

as associate producer as well, it's the na-

tural selection, inasmuch as Johnson had

both chores in the instance of "Grapes of

Wrath." Johnson leaves for the East this

week to see the legit, version. Twentieth-

Fox's purchase price is reported somewhere
between $100,000 and $200,000.

• e
SPEAKING of "Tobacco Road," Henry
** Hull, the original Jeeter Lester on Broad-

way has been borrowed by Warners from

Metro for a role in "High Sierra." There's

some talk that 20th-Fox may seek Hull for

"Tobacco Road." Another possibility is Jim

Barton. • ©
'ILLIAM SEITER will direct Deanna

Durbin's "Nice Girl" for Universal

following a three weeks' Eastern vacation

jaunt.

9 9
IN-AGAIN-OUT-AGAIN note: Richard

' Greene again is out of the cast of "Hud-
son's Bay" at 20th-Fox.

•
/COLUMBIA has acquired Eleanor Griffin's

^^ "Going to the Dogs" and Paramount

has purchased "The Bride Went West,"
by Duane Decker and Charles O'Neill.

• •
HRANK CAPRA will move his entire com-
' pany to Wrigley Field, home of the Los

Angeles Baseball Club, for scenes in "Meet
John Doe," next week.

• •
k yjETRO has assigned Sam Zimbalist to

'"' prepare an outdoor drama, as yet un-

titled, as a vehicle for Clark Gable, Spencer

Tracy and Mickey Rooney.

• •
TERRY KILBURN'S rep., Roger Marchetti,

is considering presenting the youthful

satellite in a stage play before local audi-

ences. Marchetti has optioned "There Lived

A King," by Samuel Rosen, which is re-

ported to be an English "Dead End" story.

• •
rOLLOWING completion of his current

' production for Paramount, "There's

Magic In Music," Andrew Stone may di-

rect "Kiss the Boys Goodbye," for William

LeBaron. Stone, it is reported, is trying

to borrow Eddie Albert from Warners for

t*>e male lead. • •
DYRON HASKINS, head of the Warner
"~ studio special effects department, has

been signed to a new contract.

Now Cinecolor offers

35 mm sound quality

in /6mmprints!

The old wry of ieducing the 35 sound track to 16 mm prints required a

60% reduction in one direction, only 20% in the other.

Now Cinecolor, with a new patented method, reduces the sound track

both vertically and horizontally in direct proportion. The result is prints

that have all the quality of 35 mm theatrical sound.

This non-slip undistorted film has created a sensation in the trade.

Experts declare it far superior to any 16 mm sound yet developed.

The new Cinecolor Dual Amplitude track is available in either color

or black and white and at the lowest prices ever offered!

100-FOOT TEST REDUCTION— F REE
Make a personal test of the surprising sound fidelity that Cinecolor's

Dual Amplitude process offers you in 16 mm. Send 100 feet of 35 mm
negative track (either variable area or variable density) to Cinecolor Inc.,

Burbank, Calif. A 16 mm print will be returned to you free of charge.

STEP OUT WITH

NEW
PATENT PENDING
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ilm Audience of 32 Millions Untapped—Gallup
Comprises Financially Able

"

imericans Now Going to\

ix Less Than Monthly

A vast, virtually untapped
m attendance reservoir of

2,000,000 Americans fman-
ally able to attend the country's
f.OOO theaters frequently, was re-

nted yesterday by Dr. George Gal-

;p, director of the American Insti-

ite of Public Opinion.
Termed the most important find-

g from the industry standpoint to

suit from the Institute's survey on
mble features—a survey under-
iken and paid for by 125 newspa-
lers—Dr. Gallup pointed out that

(Continued on Page 7)

(adio Gains, Films

osing, Gallup Finds

Fifty-five per cent of all persons
iterviewed by the American Insti-

ite of Public Opinion in a Gallup
oil on the double feature question
?ported they are spending more
me listening to the radio this year
lan last year, while only 15 per
?nt reported listening less.

"Even during the Summer, three
mes as many people say they stay
ome expressly to listen to the ra-
io as say they go to motion pic-

(Continued on Page 3)

Foreign Correspondent"
teopens Rivoli on Aug. 28

"Foreign Correspondent" will have
s world premiere at the Rivoli The-
ter, Broadway, on Aug. 28. The
Salter Wanger-United Artists pic-
jre will usher in the new season

(Continued on Page 4)

Canopy Advertising
Under Ban in Chi.

Chicago—Local theater operators, both
circuits and indies alike, were up in
arms yesterday as a result of the City
Council's passage of an ordinance pro-
hibiting advertising on canopies. Ordin-
ance in all probability will prevent the-
ater marquee advertising.

GALLUP POLL

HIGHLIGHTS
66% Favor Duals Provided

Both Pix Are Good

Highlights of the Gallup Poll on duals:

On the basis of two good features on every

bill, 66 per cent of American movie fans

favor duals to single feature programs.

The public, however, believes that there

"ain't no such animal" as a duals bill com-
prising two good features.

Major support for duals comes from movie

patrons under 18 years of age and from

those in the lower income level.

New England is the No. 1 territory for

(Continued on Page 7)

Chaplin Pix in Twin

N. Y. Debut Sept. 15!

New York premiere of Charles
Chaplin's "The Dictators" is expected
to be held in two New York the-
aters about Sept. 15. Theaters in

which it will play have not been
selected definitely, although an an-
nouncement is expected shortly.

Frisco First-Runs Raise
Prices One to Five Cents

San Francisco—Five local first-

runs are tilting admissions to elimi-
nate the odd pennies made necessary
by the Federal admission tax which

(Continued on Page 3)

t
Company Execs. Believe Their Present Objections
To Equity Suit Settlement Provisions Can be Met
Through Changes to Draft Now Studied by D of J

Twentieth Century-Fox and Paramount have not rejected the
proposed consent decree in the New York equity suit but strong
pressure will be brought to revise the escape clause and other

less important sections of the draft.

Executives of both companies yes-
terday were of the opinion that
changes that would be acceptable to

all parties were possible.

Revisions in the escape clause are
expected to be submitted to Govern-
ment authorities Monday or Tues-
day, while discussions of the changes
will be continued today and over
the week-end.
While optimism appeared to pre-

vail yesterday, there was no posi-

tive assurance that the Government
would accept the changes except for

(Continued on Page 3)

3 Richmond Houses

To Play "Howards"

Not only will Columbia's "The
Howards of Virginia" have a triple

World premiere in the Byrd, State
and Westhampton theaters, Rich-
mond, Va., on Sept. 4, but the pix
thereafter will run simultaneously
at all three houses, it was announced
yesterday.

Premiere and incident festivities

now being set by Morton Thalhei-
mer, operator of the three houses,
will be attended by Frank Lloyd,
the producer-director; Jack H. Skir-

ball, associate producer, Martha
(Continued on Page 4)

"Pride and Prejudice" Sets

Summer High in Music Hall

Radio City's Music Hall had its

biggest opening of the Summer sea-
son yesterday when Metro's "Pride
and Prejudice" started there. The
Greer Garson-Laurence Olivier film's

biz topped premieres at the house
of every previous M-G-M film, in-

cluding "Ninotchka" and "Bala-
(Continued on Page 7)

Multiples Rule in Argentina
Quadruple Bills in More Than 50 Theaters

Grainger Sets Republic
Deal With Butterfield

Chicago—Republic's 1940-41 line-

up will go into the 110 Michigan the-
aters of the Butterfield circuit

through a deal announced as closed
here yesterday by James R. Grain-
ger, Rep.'s prexy. Negotiators were
E. C. Beatty and J. Ollie Brooks for

(Continued on Page 4)

Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)—Cur-
rent checkup of the status of ex-
hibition here discloses an alarming
number of multiple bills prevailing,
with 14 houses operating on a dual
policy, 31 showing triple features,
more than 50 offering four pictures,
while six give their patrons five

features,—in each instance for a
single admission.

Naturally, such a situation is cre-
(Continued on Page 4)

Strong Pix Lacking,

Wall Street's View

Summer slump of film biz is

marked by "fewer than the ordinary
amount of attendance-drawing films

to pull it through the hot weather
dull period," the Wall St. Journal
declared yesterday in an article re-

viewing the industry situation.

The financial paper continued:
"Furthermore, in view of urgent

(Continued on Page, 4)

Atlas Boosts Holdings
In RKO, SEC Discloses

Confidence of Atlas Corp. in the
strong potentialities of RKO was
manifested yesterday when the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission's

(Continued on Page 8)

Revivals Solve "A"
Shortage in St. Louis
St. Louis—There is a distinct shortage

of Class A pictures available in St.

Louis this Summer. As a result, a num-
ber of the neighborhood and suburban
houses are going to revivals with very
good results at the b.o.
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FINANCIAL
(Thursday, Aug. 8)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2'/2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind % % % — Vs
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 125'/2 125 125 + 1

do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9V4 914 914 + l/4
Loew's, Inc 24% 245/8 24% — %
do pfd
Paramount 5V2 $Vl 5'/2
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 8% 8% 8%
Pathe Film 7% T 3A 7%+ Vs
RKO
20th Century-Fox .... 5% 5% 5%
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 214 2% 214
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3yzs46
Para. B'way 3s55 . . . 46 46 46
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47 86y4 8614 8614 + 14
RKO 6s41

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES

Bid Asked
Pathe Film 7 pfd

Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45. . .

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57

Expect 500 to Attend
SPG's Inaugural Dance

Inaugural dance of the Screen
Publicists Guild at the Pierre tonight

is expected to attract from 450 to

500. It's the initial social event of

the organization.

Experiment in Dubbing
For So. American Market

Film Players Cleared
Of Coast Red Plot Link

An experiment in dubbing for the
South American market has been
made by Hal Roach in a trailer on
"Turnabout." Acting on the prem-
ise that there are thousands of per-
sons in the interior of South Amer-
ica who are unable to read the su-

perimposed Spanish titles on an Eng-
lish-speaking picture, a trailer has
been produced in which at certain
intervals the dialogue fades and a

commentator, speaking in Spanish,
describes what the action is about.

Trailers were shipped yesterday
to several key cities in Spanish-
speaking countries and if the ex-
periment proves successful, it is

probable that entire features will be
dubbed with a commentator's voice
for the benefit of natives who can-
not read.

Foreign departments of other com-
panies have looked at the trailer

and will watch the reaction. Idea
was hatched by Frank Seltzer,

Roach's press representative.

Metro's Band Contest
Will Span Every State

M-G-M tomorrow will launch a
contest to find the best amateur
band in the U. S. Contest is part
of the campaign for "Strike Up the
Band," starring Mickey Rooney,
Judy Garland and Paul Whiteman,
and will be staged in every state.

A special sound-camera crew will

be sent to 16 key spots to make pic-

tures of victorious musical organi-
zations.

After a series of eliminations, the
winning band will receive a week's
personal appearance engagement in

New York City. Closing date of the
contest is Sept. 27,

Paramount Partners Weigh
Key City Tele Stations

Although Balaban & Katz, Para-
mount's Chi. circuit subsidiary is

the only theater affiliate to take an
active interest to date in DuMont
television, it was learned yester-
day that Para, partners are also

considering backing television sta-

tions in key cities. B & K's new
station in Chicago will be equipped
by DuMont.

It was also learned yesterday that
B & K has received its first ship-

ment of DuMont sets for installa-

tion in theater lounges and lobbies.

Expect 400 Will Attend
Schine Employes Outing

Rochester—Annual picnic of Schine
Theater employes here will be held
Tuesday, Aug. 20, at the Newport
House. Four hundred are expected
to attend. Outing will get under
way in the morning and continue
until about 5:30 p.m. Schine The-
aters will be closed during the af-

ternoon. Wallace Folkins, State
manager, is general manager, and
Bob Meagher is in charge of pub-
licity.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—"The acting profes-

sion, with few exceptions, as far as

we know, is composed of patriotic

men and women."
With these words, "William Simp-

son, Deputy District Attorney, back-
tracked yesterday to give Hollywood
a clean bill of health after several

days devoted to spotlighting film

names in connection with the Los
Angeles County Grand Jury's probe
of alleged Communistic activities.

Simpson asserted the D.A.'s of-

fice "at no time intimated or wished
any one to believe that any of the

motion picture people summoned or

who may later be called were ac-

cused of having direct connection
with the Communist plot.

"We are simply seeking as much
evidence about Communistic activi-

ties as we can get," Simpson ex-

plained.

Heat Delays Completion
Of Airline News Theater

Because of unforeseen construc-
tional delays, some of which were
caused by the unprecedented heat
wave, The Airlines News Theater,
in the Airlines Terminal, 42d St. at

Park Ave., will not be able to open
in August as first planned. The
management expects to be able to

open early in September.

COmiflG and GOMG

WILLIAM GEHRING, 20th Century-Fox i

sion manager, returns today from Montreal
Toronto.

SAM BERKOWITZ, head of Forum Films,

turns to the Coast today.

HERBERT WILCOX and ANNA NEACLE
turned to the Coast last night.

MURRAY SILVERSTONE is due in from Hi

wood today or tomorrow.

Joseph H. MOSKOWITZ, 20th-Fox st

representative at the home office, returns

week from the Coast.

HAL LEROY arrives today from Hollyv

after completing a role in "Too Many G
for RKO.

ANN SHERIDAN leaves Hollywood in aboi

week for a vacation in Honolulu.

ANNABELLA returns to the Coast this w<

end.

MAX CORDON returns to New York I

the Coast around Sept. 1.

Arthur's Return to Bring
St. Louis Pool Completior

St. Louis—New film and thea
\

jooling arrangement between

St. Louis Amusement Co. and An:

Bros., Bess Schulter and S

Shuchart and associates is expec

to be completed within the next 1

weeks, following the return hi

from the East of Harry C. Artt

,

Jr.
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jew Decree Possible

(Continued from Page 1)

belief that the revisions were
itable in the opinion of those

fting them.

of J "Marking Time";

vaits Majors' Moves
ihington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Vashington— Assistant Attorney
ieral Thurman W. Arnold and

er D of J officials have gone over

preliminary draft of the pro-

led consent decree in the New
••k equity action with Abraham
Feller, chief of the D of J con-

t decree section, and the latter's

ociates, it was declared here yes-

day, but the D of J explained

t it is "unable to do anything
£ious" until it learns the full atti-

l e of the eight major defendants.
" Things are marking time in that

action right now," it was stated

D of J spokesmen who added that

Department will not consider the

thod of approaching exhibitors

decree reaction until after sur-

/ing full statements of companies
)ing along" on the decree.

eopard Men" to Play
x Intermountain Spots

rox Intermountain will play Se-

t's "Leopard Men of Africa" in

spots as a result of a circuit deal

with Rick Ricketson of the cir-

t by Al Bondy of Select, it was
lounced yesterday by E. L. Mc-
ry, Select's sales head.

iO Sets Ohio Co-op Deal

i n a deal involving 26 theaters,

|X) Radio yesterday announced
jit Co-operative Circuit of North-

i Ohio had signed for the com-
iy's 1940-41 program.

^hawk's 19 to Sack
|-3ack Amusement Enterprises of

jllas has secured Mohawk Film
,'s group of 19 features to be dis-

auted in the Southern territory.

AUGUST 10

Norma Shearer
Walter Lang

Joseph R. Fliesler

W. Scott Andrus
Harry Bernstein

AUGUST 9

Charles Fa i re 1

1

Dorothy Jordan
Gerrit Lloyd

Fred Newmeyer
Ed Schwartz
Nat Pendleton
Harry J. Gumbin

AUGUST 11

Hobart Bosworth
Jean Parker

Samuel Bischoff

William C. Thomas

ALCNG THE

with PHIL At. DALY;

• • • NORMA Shearer left the local scene yes'day for scin-

tillating Saratoga Purpose,—rest and diversion It seems only

yesterday to this comer that she first left the local scene for

scintillating Hollywood Purpose,—fame and fortune At that

time she took with her a flaming ambition to succeed —an ambition

which manifested itself for a considerable spell prior to her initial

and crucial trek to the Coast Her desire to be a film star was no

mere yearning It was as inherently vocational as anything could

be and had a degree of determination and specific aim

which far transcended the best mental directness imparted by

Horatio Alger, Jr to his young success-bound heroes

T T
• • • HAVING personally known La Shearer in her

pre-cinematic days we feel qualifiied to record that she

was never anything but cinema-minded Before our Coast

cameras ever winked their shutters at her we recall how
frequently a far-off look would pervade her countenance

and she would summarily speak of the filmland she

was yet to invade One afternoon in the bosom of her

family we found her elder sister at the domestic task

of ironing while Norma, in a wine-velvet dress, was sprawled

on a divan her classical chin supported by cupped hands and

rigidly resting elbows As usual, she was concentrating on the

celluloid kingdom

T T
• • • IT appeared ever thus Her conversation was film-

studded even on conventional social occasions Example: —

a

New Year's Eve when this corner escorted her to a dance in suburban

New York Hollywood was on her mind to the complete ex-

clusion of the ga-ga gazes of the long and hungry stag-line whose

members would have derided to the echo the suggestion of anyone

who might have told them that the girl in the gown whose hue

was approximately that of the blue sky at five o'clock in the afternoon

and who wore a wreath of silver acanthus leaves entwined in

her hair was soon to become one of the world's greatest motion

picture stars We are convinced that the only person fully suspect-

ing such an eventuality was Norma Shearer herself For all

we know it might have been as clear to her at that time as

the stars in the December skies Such was her faith in things to come.

T T
• • • ALL this retrospective writing of the Shearer will-to-

win appears to be appropriate now when the industry

is gazing into the future to determine its economic destiny

Perhaps the view will be clearer if it is remembered that

"the future is not in the hands of Fate but in ours" . . .

.

T T
• • • MEBBE there's a more legit, cause for grievance but

if there is it ust doesn't come to mind at this writing And so

the colummar spotlight swings to Ed McEvoy this morning

The Select sales chief came home from the Conn. MPTO golf tourney

with a swell pair of silver candlesticks for the low gross of

81 in the distrib. bracket but did he get proper recognition in press

reports of the tourney? He did not! And because there's a

newspaper woman in the family and scribes are always

cynically suspicious well, put yourself in Ed's shoes So for the

record is this entry attesting Ed's low 81 and the added fact

that he sunk a three-foot putt among other things

«t « « » » »

Radio Gains, Films

Losing, Gallup Finds

(Continued from Page 1)

tures," the Institute stated in re-

viewing the increased competition to

films from other forms of enter-
tainment.
The Institute stresses that the

film industry, as a result, must build
programs "of greater appeal to the
public."

In addition to radio's "opposition,"
the Institute cites that "a small but
important gain is also recorded for
night sports" as a competitive fac-
tor.

Frisco First-Runs Raise
Prices One to Five Cents

{Continued from Page 1)

became effective July 1. It means
an added penny for the house for
matinees, with a nickel "breakage"
for nights and all day Sundays
through an advance from 44 to 50
cents, inclusive of tax.

PRC to Release Through
Excellent In Detroit

Detroit—Excellent Pictures, old-
est established independent ex-
change, becomes local outlet for Pro-
ducers Releasing Corporation under
the new setup, following return of
William Flemion and Anne O'Don-
nell from New York. Excellent
contracts will be liquidated through
PRC. Flemion retains the title of
branch manager, and the same per-
sonnel will continue. Bill Kemp has
been added to the sales staff for the
state.

Excellent Pictures, has secured
Mohawk Film Corp.'s group of 19

features for the Detroit territory.

"False Rapture" Deal Closed

Sol Edwards, new sales manager of
Film Alliance of the U. S., yesterday
closed a deal with the Loew Metro-
politan circuit for "False Rapture."
A group of Film Alliance pictures
also was bought by Loew-Poli and
Feiber & Shea.

B & K Holds Tony Martin

Chicago—B & K is holding Tony
Martin for a second week at the

Chicago theater.

STO
Irving Rice, purchasing agent for

National Screen Service Corp., is

the father- of an eight and a half

pound son, born at the week-end to

his wife in the Jewish Hospital in

Brooklyn. It is the Rices' first child.

Chicago—A seven-pound daughter
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Freund at the Kankakee hospital.

Freund is manager of the Plais-

ance theater.
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Strong Pix Lacking,

Wall Street's View

(Continued from Page 1)

efforts now being made in Holly-
wood to adjust expenditures to the
drop in income resulting from the
war, there is reason to believe that
the crop of fall films may not be
good enough to help profits notably.

"Unsettlement because of the war
and the federal government's anti-

trust suit, which aims to change
the industry's selling policies, has
not been conducive to smoothly run-
ning operations on the big film lots.

"So far the industry has not re-

flected the full effects of war on
film rentals."

Discussing the individual company
situation, the Wall St. Journal com-
mented as follows:

"Warners has made good progress
in cutting down its current debt
this year.

"Loew's has taken advantage of

the situation to set up substantial
reserves against loss of foreign rev-
enues to amortize its film inven-
tories.

"Paramount, which for some years
earned little or nothing from its

studios, finally stopped loss from
this source this year. . . . The com-
pany will probably suffer less next
season from loss of foreign income
than most of its competitors."

"Foreign Correspondent"
Reopens Rivoli on Aug. 28

- (Continued from Page 1)

of the Rivoli which has been closed

for the summer.
Wanger, currently in New York,

will leave on a cross-country survey
trip shortly after the picture has its

local opening.

Sunday Pix Vote Assured
Beaver Falls, Pa.—The city coun-

cil has approved a petition, signed
by 256 qualified voters, asking that

Sunday movies be put on the ballot

for the November election. Voters
disapproved Sunday movies in 1935.

Universal Signs Paul
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Universal's studio

spokesmen announced here yester-

day that Vaughn Paul has been made
an associate producer for the com-
pany.

First Cloverdale Nabe
Montgomery, Ala.—Alabama The-

aters, Inc., operators of five the-
aters here, will build a nabe house in

Cloverdale for Jan. 1 opening, R. B.

Wilby, president, announces. Wm. J.

Okel is architect. Theater will be
this city's first nabe.

Pix With Fish Fry
Byron, Wis.—The Lone Tavern here

is offering free movies wifh fish frys

every Wednesday nighf.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

JAMES ROOSEVELT. Born in New York City, Dec. 23, 1907, the second child

** of Anna Eleanor and Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Attended St. Albans School

for Boys, Washington, D. C; Groton School at Groton, Mass., and Harvard Uni-

versity. Received law degree from Boston University. In 1931 entered insurance

business as salesman, in Boston. In 1932 organized insurance firm of Roosevelt &
Sargent, Inc., served as president until Dec. 1, 1936, when he became first Ad-
ministrative Assistant to the President. Resigned White House post in 1938 be-

cause of health. While on visit to United Artists studios in 1938 as guest of

Walter Wanger, he met Samuel Goldwyn who offered

him the vice-presidency of Samuel Goldwyn Pro-

ductions. During one year in this position he traveled

more than 87,000 miles, met more than 500 the-

atermen and film distributors and circuit heads

and critics in II countries. Dec. 14, 1939, he

created his own producing company, Globe Pro-

ductions, Inc., a California corporation. Company
has releasing contract with United Artists providing

world-wide distribution of a minimum of two and

a maximum of four pictures a year for a term of

years. First Roosevelt presentation will be "Pastor

Hall," a sensational biography of the Rev. Martin

Niemoeller, German pastor who defied the Nazis.

Next production will be "Pot of Gold," featuring

the Horace Heidt orchestra.

Multiples Rule In Argentina
Quadruple Bills in More Than 50 Theaters

(Continued f

ating a dilemma for all branches of

the industry, because the problem
now ranges all the way upward from
the film consuming public to the
field of production. Distributors of

U. S. product are also vitally in-

volved.

"Vicious Circle" Is Charged
Examination of the intricate prob-

lem reveals that the entire process
of providing film entertainment has
become a vicious circle, and that
blame for the condition cannot be
placed exclusively on any one wing
of the industry, but upon them all.

Native production has been expand-
ing numerically and rapidly; im-
portation of U. S. films has gone on
increasingly; distributors have been
sharply in competition to get all

their product to the screen; exhibi-

tion outlets have been contesting
among themselves for the doubtful
privilege of giving their patrons the

maximum screen time and, finallly,

the patrons have followed the bar-

gain bills,—taking all they get for

the one admission price.

In a particularly tragic position

is native production. Local fans,

during the first semester of 1940
(January to June, inclusive), have
demonstrated that they are no
longer satisfied with actors speak-
ing their own language, and that

even big marquee names have lost

power as box-office lures. Complaints
chiefly have been that there are too

many serious, or "problem," pictures,

and too few comedies. Such of the
latter as have been made in native

studios have suffered from good
"gag" deficiency. Consequently, all

along the line,—from metropolitan

stands to those in the interior,

—

patrons have been shunning native

product and openly contrasting it

with Hollywood's. That fans in the

om Page 1)

interior should take this attitude is

the bellweather which has not gone
un-noticed by Argentine studios.

Latter, in order to compensate for
loss in revenue, are reported to have
been slashing player-salaries, but
this has been confined principally to

the lower brackets of players, and
leaving the big star's compensation
as is.

"Fragata Sarmiento" a Hit
Strongly hit by the economic

storm was Argentina Sono Film,
owned by the sons of the founder,
Angel Mentasti. Company is said
to have lost heavily on "Huella,"
"El Haragan De La Familia," "La
Casa Del Recuerdo, "Heroes Sin
Fama," and "Dama De Compania,"
but made a hit with the patriotic
film, "Fragata Sarmiento," and the
detective picture, "Con El Dedo En
El Gatillo."

The Lumiton group, Sono Film's
competitors, have had better re-

sults. They did normal and better
business in the interior, as well as
in second-runs and in suburban
spots. Three pictures have been
good winners, "Casimiento En Bue-
nos Aires," "Carnival De Antano,"
and "El Solteron."

Pampa-Film failed in its imita-
tion of British pictures when "La
Carga De Los Valientes" proved to
lack real emotion.

Other companies responsible for
the remaining 25 Argentine films
shown from January to June, 1940,
have had sledding to get back their
negative costs. Among them were
EFA, Terra, and SIDE,—the latter
in bankruptcy. SIDE's last picture,
"Caprichosa Y Millionaria" was a
weak imitation of a Hollywood pro-
duction, after the capricious million-
aire pattern. It fared moderately
in the interior.

3 Richmond Houses

To Play "Howards"

(Continued from Page 1)

Scott, co-starred with Cary Grant
other cast members and a delegatio
of Columbia home office top execs
plus Federal and state officials.

Named as Queen of the Nation;
Tobacco Festival to be held at Sout
Boston, Va., on Sept. 5-6, Miss Scot

will be crowned by Postmaster Gen
eral James A. Farley, and will reig

over the colorful balls, pageant an
parade which will be featured. Fes
tival will be broadcast over nation

wide radio hook-ups.
Richmond openings will have th

co-operation of the Rockefeller Foun-

dation and Richmond civic and bus:

ness organizations as well as th

municipality itself.

Grainger Sets Republic
Deal With Butterfield

(Continued from Page 1)

Butterfield, Grainger and Sam Seplo]

win for Republic.
Grainger told Republic franchis

holders at the regional meeting if

the Drake Hotel yesterday that bus:

ness showed decided improvemer
during the past two weeks.
He left here last night by plan

for Gloversville, N. Y., to complet
the reported product deal with th'

Schine Circuit.

Herbert J. Yates has returned tj

New York and will meet Grainga
at the Memphis regional scheduleH
for Aug. 15. Yates then goes to thP
Coast for a six-weeks' stay at thl

company studio.

New Haven Warner Club
To Stage Outing Aug. 15

New Haven—Warner Club wi
hold its annual outing for staffs

both exchange and theater depar
ments at Ye Castle Inn, Saybroa
on Aug. 15, with Francis Flood
charge of arrangements. I. J., B. E
and Maxwell Hoffman will atteni

as well as J. R. Mahan, exchang
manager, and other executives.

It's Traverse City's Turn
Traverse City, Mich. — "There

Magic in Music," Paramount pictui

based on the national Music Car
here, may have a premiere here, a<

cording to E. C. Beatty, presidei

of Butterfield theaters.

Essaness Names Shapiro
Chicago—Charles Shapiro has bee

named North Side division manage
for the Essaness circuit, succeedin
Herb Ellisburg who is now operatin
the Studio Theater.

Hot Idea
Bridgeport, Conn.—Harry Rose polished

up some pieces of coal with shellac and
displayed them in a case, guarded by

man with a gun, in his Clobe lobby for

"Black Diamonds."
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AMERICA'S
MILLIONS

AL ROACH launches his biggest and most

costly national advertising campaign with these

and other smash ads to drive across to the public

the thrill scope of this magnificent action novel

by Kenneth Roberts, author of "Northwest

Passage". The box-office meaning of Roberts'

name can be measured by the fact that an esti-

mated audience of 14,000,000 people has read the

93 stories he has written for Saturday Evening Post!

The Strangest Trio that Ever Sailed the Seven Seas!

<< One for all and oil lor one, in

romance . danger... adventure!

Eager to fight . . . unafraid to die

...asking only for a stout ship

beneath them and a pretty girl

to call their own/

;^-. «£>«.«,

'?*

535*'
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0° Pix Attendance by Fans Under 30—Gallup
[irongest Duals Support

jmes from Fans Under 18

id Low Income Group

(Continued from Page 1)

!
32,000,000 now actually go less

in once a month to the movies.

fchallenging the estimated 85,000,-

|0 weekly attendance in the U. S.

'of questionable accuracy," Dr.

Hup stated that the Institute es-

Lated only 54,000,000 tickets were

|;d during the week of July 13-19.

Per Cent of Fans Are Under 30

|The Institute head further asserts

lit "more than 60 per cent of all

leater tickets bought in the nation

|ch week, as established by this sur-

ly, are purchased by persons under
years of age."

|As published yesterday in The
lm Daily, the public in the Gal-

ip Poll voted against double fea-

Ires by the narrow margin of 57

Jr cent to 43 per cent, the key ques-

|>n reading, "Would you rather go

a motion picture theater showing-

single feature or to one showing
double feature?"

FDiscussing the conclusions to be

awn from the Poll, Dr. Gallup
Uted:

I
"The reasons most frequently given

those opposing double bills in

I'der of importance are: (1) that

I her one or both of the features is

liely to be a 'poor' picture; (2) that

Icting through a double feature is

|tiguing and takes too much time;

id (3) that seeing two full-length

Ictures is confusing because, as one
pnian put it, 'You generally think

|iout a picture when you get home
id a double feature gets you mixed

r
I "Those who like double features
Ive as their chief reasons: (1) that

1 double bill gives movie goers more
|r their money; (2) if one picture

inferior, the other is likely to be
hod and in any event adds variety;

lid (3) a double feature gives those
Iho attended a chance to 'kill more
|me.'

ans Skeptical of Two Good Features
"The importance of 'poor pictures'

a reason for opposing double bills

established by another question

|
eluded in the study. People were
;ked whether they would change

' eir attitude toward double feature
'ograms if both pictures in a dou-
e bill were good. When this quali-
•ation is added, the vote for double
atures becomes a majority—66 per
?nt, to 34 per cent opposed. How-
rer, the public seems to believe that
lis is an impossible hypothesis.

One interesting fact brought to
j§'ht by the survey is a sharp dif-

Jsrence of opinion on double fea-
ires between persons under 18 years
age and persons over 18. Like-

ise there is a wide difference in
titude between persons in the
igher income group and those in

|ie lower income group.
"In general, the double feature is

GALLUP DUALS POLL HIGHLIGHTS
Moviegoers Paying More Than 30 Cents at B. O.

Prefer Single Feature Programs

(Continued from Page 1)

duals, as indicated by the public's prefer- for by persons under 30 years of age.

ence. There is slight difference—only 2 per cent

Moviegoers who pay more than 30 cents —in the attitude of the two sexes on the

at the b.o. favor single features, 2 to 1. duals vs singles issue.

More than 60 per cent of the theater
]

Competition—with emphasis on radio— is

admissions weekly in the U. S. are accounted ' materially affecting film theater attendance.

popular among persons under 18
years and among persons in the lower
income level, as the following tables
show:

AGE CROUFS
For For

Single Double
Features Features
Per cent Per cent

Aged 6 to 12 23 77
Aged 12 to 17 42 58
Aged 18 to 24 60 40
Aged 24 and over 68 32

INCOME GROUPS
Percent Percent

Upper Income Group 75 25
Middle Income Group .63 37
Lower Income Group 47 53
On Relief 42 58

"The importance of the younger
age groups can be seen from the

fact that more than 60 per cent of

all theater tickets bought in the na-
tion each week, as established by
this survey, are purchased by per-

sons under 30 years of age.

New England Is Pro-Duals
"Another striking fact is that New

England is the only section of the
country where a majority of the
whole population prefers double
bills. All the other sections vote
against the double feature by ma-
jorities of 55 per cent or more, while
in New England the double bill is

preferred by a vote of nearly six to

four.

"The results by sections follow:
For For

Single Double
Features Features
Per cent Per cent

New England 43 57
Middle Atlantic 55 45
East Central 62 38
West Central 57 43
Scuth 58 42
Rocky Mountain 62 38
Pacific Coast 56 44

"There is little difference in the

attitudes of the two sexes on the
question of double versus single fea-

tures, as the figures below indicate:

Single Double
Per cent Per cent

Males 56 44
Females 58 42

"The results of the survey go a
long way toward explaining a seem-
ing paradox in the motion picture
industry.

Theater owners have long known
that most people say they prefer
single features. But when individ-
ual exhibitors have changed from a
double to a single policy, their busi-
ness has declined.

"Theaters which draw a large
part of their patronage from
children and the poorer classes,

and theaters located in a part of

the country which favors double
features, would obviously suffer

by changing to single features,

particularly if the single features

are not of sufficient quality to

attract patrons in the higher age
and income levels.

"From the point of view of

the motion picture industry it-

self the single feature policy is

clearly indicated. Only by mak-
ing a greater appeal to those
people who have sufficient money
to attend theaters more often

can the revenues of the industry

be materially increased; and it

is precisely these people in the

higher income levels and in the
age groups over 24 who register

the greatest opposition to dou-
ble features.
"Other facts revealed by the sur-

vey:

"Although many complain that
double features are too long, only
10 per cent apply their own remedy
by walking out before the end. The
remainder stay on 'to get their

money's worth.' Said a life-guard
in Portland, Ore.: T pick the picture

that I want to see and then just

put up with the other one.'

"In the vote for single features
there is considerable variation ac-

cording to the price paid at the box-
office. Among those who pay less

than 30 cents admission, sentiment
is about evenly divided, with a slight

majority (51 per cent) preferring
single features. Among those who
pay more than 30 cents, however,
opposition to double bills is over-
whelming. Only one-third prefer

double features, while the other two-
thirds are for single features."

Form Coronet Productions

Glenview, Ills.—Coronet Produc-

tions, Inc., has been organized here

by Robert F. Webster, Fredric R.

Stafford and Myron Davis to pro-

duce and distribute pix. Company
has a capital of $100,000.

Middletown Open-Air Starts

Middletown, Conn. — Maria A.

Adorno has opened her 850-seat Mid-

dletown open-air after a full year of

litigation, which necessitated replace-

ment of seats and other equipment,

damaged by the weather and disuse.

I1\~l 1 f

Big al Music Hall

(Continued from Page 1)

laika," both holiday releases and
each of which ran three weeks.
First day's attendance was esti-

mated at approximately 24,000.
The Hall's lobby was jammed more

than an hour before the doors opened
and a line, five abreast, extended
all the way down 50th Street and
along- Rockefeller Plaza.

Stanley Renews Leases
Of Wilmington Houses

Wilmington, Del.—By signing new
10-year leases for the local Queen
and Arcadia theaters, the Stanley
Co. of America this week took a long
stride toward the goal of having six
houses operating here under War-
ner banner by autumn. The new
leases become effective a week from
today.

A. J. Vanni, company's district

manager, asserts that the Arcadia,
shuttered some 18 months, will prob-
ably be re-opened soon, after a pol-
icy has been set. He said that a
suivey will determine what improve-
ments will be made to the Queen.
Joseph Bernhard, Warner ex-

ecutive and vice-president of the
Stanley Co., signed for the lessee.
Properties were leased from Topkis-
Ginns Theater Co.

Stanley's other holdings here are
the Savoy, Warner, Aldine and
Grand.

Export Rights to S.O.S.
Announcement has been made that

Simpson Optical Manufacturing Co.
of Chicago, makers of projection
lenses, sound optical systems, and
condensers, has appointed S.O.S.
Cinema Supply Corp. as exclusive
export agent. Aluminum Products
Co., Minneapolis, has also given
S.O.S. export rights on aluminum
reels, film cabinets, high intensity
arc lamps, and other products, it

is reported.

"Le Cheminectu" Rights to Mintz
Robert Mintz, who maintains of-

fices in the RKO Building, has just
purcchased the rights to the French
film, "Le Chemineau."

Fineman Again Hospitalized
Pittsburgh—Archie Fineman, who

operates several theaters in this city
and nearby towns, is again confined
to the West Penn Hospital for treat-
ment of a very serious knee injury,
incurred several months ago.

Repeat Does 40% Better
Dayton — After playing to big

business at the Victory Theater here
the week of July 6, Warners' "My
Love Came Back" played a repeat
engagement the week of July 27 to
a 40 per cent higher gross than the
original engagement.
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ft REVIEWS Of THE flEUJ fILfllS ft
"Pier 13"

with Lynn Bari, Lloyd Nolan, Joan Valerie,

Douglas Fowley

20th Century-Fox 66 Mins.

HIGHLY ENTERTAINING DRAMA
LOADED WITH GOOD COMEDY. WILL
HIT THE MARK WITH FANS.

Why "Pier 13" scores, as a worth-while

screen offering for exhibitors and audiences

at large, is due almost entirely to the close

dovetailing of all its elements. Its story

is plausible and close-knit; its action well-

paced; and its romantic and rousing mo-
ments appealingly handled. But what raises

it specifically above the vast majority of

run-of-the-mine productions,—dealing with

crime and Cupid,—is the high humor it con-

tains.

There are so many laughs from main
title to finale, and such crisp dialogue, too,

that it fits just as neatly into the full-

fledged comedy classification as it does in

the full-fledged dramatic bracket. It packs

lots of power to please the patrons.

The story is a polygon affair. Lynn Bari and

Joan Valerie are sisters,—the former in

love with Lloyd Nolan, a New York detec-

tive, and the younger girl engaged to wed a

seafaring man. This pattern is whirled into

a dynamic state via the fact that the blonde

Miss Valerie is revealed as having once been

engaged to a handsome and slick jewel

robber, Douglas Fowley, who, bent upon
stealing a $15,000 jade statue from the

jewelry store in which Joan now works,

blackmails her into aiding him. The black-

mailing weapon is the fact that he could

readily make it appear to the police that

she was implicated in a former robbery

with him.

To protect her future and the good

name of her family, she bows to his

threat. After the job is perpetrated, she

hides him in the attic of her home,—where

Lloyd Nolan ferrets him out and kills him.

Fowley's just demise keeps the cloak of

scandal and notoriety from enveloping Joan,

and paves the way for Nolan and Lynn Bari

to marry.

The Bari - Nolan combo is excel-

lent throughout as is the entire cast.

Eugene Forde's direction is velvet smooth.

Stanley Rauh and Clark Andrews concocted

a surprisingly meritorious screenplay.

CAST: Lynn Bari, Lloyd Nolan, Joan

Valerie, Douglas Fowley, Chick Chandler,

Oscar O'Shea, Michael Morris, Louis Jean

Heydt, Frank Orth, Charles D. Brown.

CREDITS: Executive Producer, Sol M.
Wurtzel; Director, Eugene Forde; Screen-

play, Stanley Rauh, Clark Andrews; Based

on Story by Barry Connors, Philip Klein; Di-

rector of Photography, Virgil Miller; Art

Directors, Richard Day, Lewis Creber; Set

Decorations, Thomas Little; Film Editor,

Fred Allen; Costumes, Herschel; Sound,

Bernard Freericks, Harry M. Leonard;

Musical Direction, Cyril J. Mockridge.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPHY, Dit-

to.

Rebuild Lyric, Bolivar

Rochester—Work has started on a
$25,000 reconstruction and enlarge-
ment program of the Lyric Theater
in Bolivar. The house recently was
damaged by fire. Samuel Gandel,
owner, announces work will be com-
pleted by Sept. 10. A 45-foot exten-

sion will lengthen the auditorium and
provide a stage. Seating capacity
will be increased by about 150.

"Son Of Roaring Dan"
with Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight,

Nell O'Day
Universal 63 Mins.

WESTERN MELLER HAS LIVELY ACTION
AND A FAST PACE.

Latest of the Johnny Mack Brown series

being produced by Universal, this one is

up to standard on all counts. It has lively

action, an engaging cast, and a fast pace,

all of which makes it agreeable fare for

the western fans. Johnny Mack Brown
ably fills the lead role and gets good sup-

port from his ever present sidekick, Fuzzy
Knight.

Bolstering Brown and Knight are Lafe

McKee, Nell O'Day, Jeanne Kelly and
John Eldredge, principal villain of the piece.

Ford Beebe directed, keeping the action

moving at all times. Looking for the man
who murdered his father, Brown poses as

the long lost son of Robert Homans. He
also pretends to be a dude. Shortly after

his acceptance as Homans' son he discovers

the killer of his father, Eldredge, operating

at the head of a gang of rustlers.

Jeanne Kelly, an Eastern girl, visits

Homans' ranch and witnesses an outlaw

killing. Eldredge orders his men to kidnap

her and Brown and Knight follow the kid-

nappers. They rescue her and bring her

back to town to testify as the state's star

witness against Eldredge and the gang.

There is a good roughouse finish with plenty

of fast riding, shooting and fist fighting

before Brown wraps up the villains for good.

CAST: Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight,

Nell O'Day, Jeanne Kelly, Lafe McKee,
Robert Homans, Tom Chatterton, John
Eldredge, Ethan Laidlaw, Eddie Polo, Dick

Alexander, The Texas Rangers.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Joseph G.

Sanford; Director, Ford Beebe; Original

Screenplay, Clarence Upson Young; Camera-
man, William Sickner.

DIRECTION, Fast. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

Para.'s "World Premieres'
Must Have Radio Tieups

Paramount will restrict world
premiere ballyhoos to pix which per-
mit a logical tieup with an air pro-
gram, thus foregoing past policy of
staging openings in conjunction
with local municipal fetes.

New policy starts with "Comin'
'Round the Mountain," which starts

tomorrow night at the Paramount
theater, Nashville. Radio tie-ins em-
brace the "Uncle Ezra" Raleigh cig-

arette show and the "Grand Old
Opry" program, both over NBC.
"Rhythm on the River" gets an NBC
radio plug Aug. 16, tied in with
press preview. Radio tieup with
WHN's "Court of Human Relations"
program for "I Want a Divorce" is

being effected.

Liberty. Freehold, Leased
Liberty theater at Freehold, N. J.,

has been leased by Max Snider, who
has operated for 20 years, to the
Liberty-Freehold Theaters Corp.,
headed by Dr. Henry Brown, who
has two houses in Lakewood, N. J.

Deal was handled by Berk & Krum-
gold, 1501 Broadway. Dr. Brown
will improve the property.

* SHORTS *

"Doing Impossikible Stunts"

(Popeye)
Paramount 7 mins.

Fast Cartoon

Trying to get a contract as a
film studio stunt man, Popeye shows
the director some reels featuring
his truely "impossikible" stunts in

this swift moving cartoon. His best,

however, is topped by LiT Sweetpea
who slips in a reel showing himself
rescuing Popeye and Oliveoil from a
bad situation. The youngsters will

go for it.

"Pinky Tomlin and His Orchestra"

(Headliner)
Paramount 11 mins.

Poor Musical

With evidently more attention paid
to montage shots than to entertain-

ment, they just don't do right by
the popular Pinky Tomlin in this

short featuring his orchestra. The
boys illustrate the different types
of music popular in various parts
of the country between process shots
of a bus moving over a map. Pinky
sings a couple of his own composi-
tions and then the locale moves to an
amusement park where the orches-
tra essays to play on a ferris wheel
and a merry-go-round, amid a me-
lange of more process stuff. It's all

very chopped up and confusing.

"Fightin' Pals"

(Popeye)
Paramount 8 mins.

Meat For the Popeye Fans
Popeye's rescue of his pal and

fighting partner, Bluto, from the
wilds of Africa will please the sai-

lor's following. Professor Bluto is

lost while heading an African ex-
pedition and Popeye fights his way
through the jungle to rescue the
Prof, so that they can continue their
brawls.

"Snubbed by a Snob"

(Color Classic)
Paramount 7 mins.

Amusing Cartoon
Spunky the donkey meets an aris-

tocratic thoroughbred and is thor-
oughly snubbed until he proves his
worth by rescuing the fancy horse
from an enraged bull in this amus-
ing reel. Animation and Techni-
colo rare first rate.

"Way Back When a Razzberry
Was a Fruit"

(Stone Age)
Paramount 7 mins.

Misses

A poor attempt to do a burlesque
travelogue of the stone age days.
The gags fall flat and the reel is not
likely to amuse many people.

Alias' RKO Holdings

Increased, Says SECJ

(.Continued from Page 1)

report disclosed that Atlas has :

quired 28,800 RKO common and
six per cent preferred shares, ly

ing the trust's holdings to 564,

'

common, 327,812 warrants and 1
881 convertible preferred in ad*
tion to 268,230 common held
American Co., an affiliate.

Coincidentally, according to
proxy statement for the annual J
las meeting in Wilmington, Dj
scheduled for Sept. 5, the invey
ment trust paid to its preside'
Floyd B. Odium, in 1939 a sak
and special compensation amount)
to $200,782. This aggregate si:

was represented as comprising $1C
782 as salary, and $100,000 as s]|

cial compensation. His interest
the investment trust was given
15 preferred shares, 106,620 comm<
and 280,275% option warrants.

Atlas' executive vice-president,
Boyd Hatch, drew $56,331 sals
and held 5,840 common and 4,531 (j

tion warrants.
Officials and directors, as a groJ

were paid a total of $297,958, fl

statement revealed.

Rocky Mt. Screen Club
Sets Picnic for Aug, 23

Denver—Sixth annual picnic !

the Rocky Mountain Screen club w|
be held Aug. 23 at the EvergreL
golf course and Eddie Ott's On-tlll
Lake at Evergreen, in the mountaiF
west of Denver. Activities will g{
under way at 9 with the start ;

the golf tournament, to be follow
j

by the baseball game between M
tributors and exhibitors, fly castor;
horseback riding, horseshoe tourntl
bridge tournament, and bridge a

|

dancing in the evening. Jack Laj
gan, Universal exchange nianagff
is general chairman.
Fox Intermountain Theaters w

hold its annual managers' conventii
so the closing date will fall on t.
Screen club picnic date. Opening (

Aug. 21 in the Cosmopolitan hot
here with both Spyros and Charl
Skouras in attendance for the fi

time, the convention will be presidi

over by Rick Ricketson, divisic

manager.

Fishman Acquires Site

For House In Fairfield

Fairfield, Conn. — Fishman Th
aters, Inc. has acquired by wa
ranty deed from the heirs of A. 1

Jennings a piece of land 355 ft. c

Boston Post Road and 465 ft. c

South Benson Road, on which,
is announced a new theater will 1

constructed for film and stage pre;

entations.

Erdeky Converts Garage
Pittsburgh—Kalman J. Erdeky

converting a garage at New Wiln
ington into a 300-seat film theate

He expects to open the end of Sei

tember.
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ERROL FLYNN m'THE SEA HAWK with BRENDA MARSHALL- CLAUDE RAINS* Donald Crisp • Flora RobsorrAtan Hale • Directed bv MICHAEL CURTIZ
Screen Play by Howard Koch and Seton I. Miller • Music by Erich Woffgong Korngold » A Warner Bros. -First National Picture
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SUMMER
RECORD!

Lobby hold-out

all day long I

The line that

amazed Broadway!

<

M-G-M's PRIDE AND
PREJUDICE WOW!

Biggest business of summer

At Radio City Music Hall!

Topping every previous M-G-M hit!

Topping "Ninotchka" and " Balalaika
1 '-

Both holiday releases and
j

Both played three weeks! I

And the weather is h-ot!

"PRIDE AND PREJUDICE" starring GREER GARSON and LAURENCE OLIVIEl
with Mary Boland • Edna May Oliver • Maureen O'Sullivan • Ann Rutherford • Frieda Inescoi

Screen Play by Aldous Huxley and Jane Murfin • Directed by ROBERT Z. LEONARD • Produced by HUNT STROMBER
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OTH-FOX, PARA., NEAR DECREE DECISION

ffer Escape Clause Change In Consent Move
Para., 20th-Fox Suggest
Changes in Articles

r and 8 of Consent Decree

Attorneys for Paramount and 20th
Century-Fox were reported over the
H'eek-end to have agreed on an addi-
|ional paragraph, or amendment, to

he escape clause of the consent de-
ree proposals. Also, it was reported,

| hanges in wordage were made in

articles 7 and 8.

Under the escape clause amend-
ment, it was said that the number of
liictures required to be leased, be-
lore a motion could be made to va-
ate the provisions, was reduced from

(.Continued on Page 6)

ielznkk Calls New

lompany a "Shell

David 0. Selznick on Friday de-
cribed his new California company,
)avid 0. Selznick Productions, Inc.,

s a "shell" for his future plans. The
ew company, he said, does not re-

lace Selznick-International.
Selznick told The Film Daily by

elephone from Cornwall Bridge,
3onn., where he is vacationing, that
as immediate plans were uncertain,
xcept that he intended to produce

(.Continued on Page 6)

Tronic James" Gives Roxy
fear's Top Opening Biz

Twentieth Century-Fox's "The Re-
urn of Frank James" ran up the

Rop opening day gross for the year
t the Roxy on Friday, the final tally
losing out the "Lillian Russell" fig-

(Continued on Page 7)

Public Relations
Expansion by MPPBA

Expansion of the MPPDA public rela-
tions department to offset adverse pub-
licity against the industry is in work
as a result of Coast conferences between
Will H. Hays and studio executives.
Tentative plan, it is reported, is to
have a small crew of traveling public
relations men visit newspapers and the-
ater owners as "good-will" envoys. Com-
mittees both in Hollywood and New
York work closely with studio press de-
partments, according to the reported
plan.

Editorial

Gallup Poll Findings
. . . tough going to eliminate duals

====== By CHESTER B. BAHN =
IF THE Gallup Poll on double features accurately reflects public sentiment, it is very

' apparent that any industry move to eradicate the evil—and from the trade's economic
standpoint, evil it most certainly is—faces the toughest possible going.

The national division of sentiment on double features, frankly, is too close for

comfort. The tendency, of course, is to emphasis that 57 per cent of those participating

in the poll, recently conducted by the American Institute of Public Opinion, are opposed
to duals.

However, it seems to this columnar commentator that more important still is the fact

that, on the basis of two really good features, 66 per cent of those queried by Dr. Gallup's

bright young canvassers favored double features. And that, despite the after thought that

film goers are convinced the chances of such programs are small indeed, is something to

ponder seriously and long.

SURPRISING?
Not so very much so; after all, for a period of too many years exhibitors have been

adding and adding to their shows and in so doing have been training their patrons to

expect and accept duals, triples, games, giveaways, premiums and virtually everything

save the house's license and the kitchen sink.

Of utmost importance, further, is the Gallup finding that major support for duals

comes from the younger generation. There are obvious reasons for that. The youngsters

are gluttons for entertainment, for one thing, and, for another, with spending money
(Continued on Page 10)

War Fails to Lower Rubin Cuts Loew

Foreign Pix Imports Common Holdings

Albany—Despite the war, imports
of foreign films for the fiscal year
ending June 30 will show only a
slight decline from the 458 licensed

for exhibition in New York State
during the preceding 12 months, ac-

cording to the Motion Picture Divi-

sion of the State Education Depart-
ment.
"They still come from France,

(Continued on Page 7)

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington— Disposal of 2,000

shares of Loew's, Inc. common no
par value by J. Robert Rubin is re-

ported in the SEC's semi-monthly
summary of security transactions
and holdings. Following this trans-
action Rubin holds 25,615 shares of
common no par value. Loew's also
reports acquiring an additional 30

(Continued on Page 7)

27 States List "Blue Laws'
Deleware Proposes to "Strike a Balance"

Warner Zone Managers
Meeting Here Tomorrow

Joseph Bernhard, general manager
of Warner Bros. Theaters, will pre-
side over a meeting of zone mana-
gers tomorrow in the company's
home office. Zone managers attend-
ing will include:
James Coston, Chicago; Nat Wolf,

(Continued on Page 11)

Wilmington, Del.—Evidence that

"blue laws" grip a majority of states

has been gathered by Attorney Gen-

eral James R. Morford in answers

from 30 of the 47 attorneys-general

to whom he wrote asking their help

in evolving "proper legislation which
will strike a balance between the
principle of the sanctity of the Sab-

(Continued on Page 11)

Both Companies Scheduled
To Give Their Decisions
To Government Tomorrow

Paramount and 20th Cen-
tury-Fox are expected to give
their stand on the consent de-
cree proposals to the Government to-
morrow. Twentieth Century-Fox
has called a meeting of its board
for tomorrow at which time the mat-
ter will be up to the directors for
their acceptance or rejection. Para-
mount has indicated that it, too, will
define its attitude tomorrow.

Neither company had reached a
decision at the week-end. Govern-
ment officials in Washington said
they would await word from both
companies before studying the de-

(Continued on Page 10)

Exhib. Mass Meeting

Plan Said Premature

A mass meeting of exhibitors to
protest against sections of the pro-
posed consent decree in the Govern-
ment's equity suit is regarded as
premature by Ed Kuykendall,
MPTOA president, who had been
petitioned to call such a session by
Max A. Cohen, head of the New
York unit.

In a telegram to Cohen, Kuyken-
dall asserted that the tentative de-

(Continued on Page 11)

"Boom Town" Runs Ahead
Despite Higher Prices

Despite admission price increases,
"Boom Town" opened to business far
in excess of other top M-G-M gross-
ers in its first four engagements last
week, it was reported over the week-
end. Under "Boom Town" contracts,
price scales were increased 25 per

(Continued on Page 6)

Base Singles Drive
On Gallup Results

Chicago—Gallup poll result, announced
last week, will be the basis of a single
features drive to be inaugurated by Al-
lied Theaters of Illinois. Poll results
showed 57 per cent of patrons favored
one feature over two on a bill.
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m The Broadway Parade
Picture and Distributor Theater

The Sea Hawk (Warner Bros.) Strand

The Return of Frank James (20th Century-Fox) .
•

.
Roxy

Pride and Prejudice (M-G-M) • Music Hall

Snow White and Disney Shorts (RKO Radio Pictures)—3rd week (d) Criterion

Andy Hardy Meets Debutante (M-G-M)—2nd week ...Capitol

The Boys from Syracuse (Universal-Jules Levey)-—2nd week Paramount

My Love Came Back (Warner Bros.) (a-b) Pa ace

Pier 13 (20th Century-Fox) (a) •..•• Pa a <-e

The Secret Seven (Columbia) > ? 1
The Son of Roaring Dan (Universal) (a) ~en

T
ra

Everything Is Rhythm (Astor Pictures) (a) Central

South of Karenga (Universal Pictures) • K'a"°

TWO-A-DAY RUMS
Gone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—35th week Astor

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—23rd week .World

Daybreak (A. F. E. Corp.)—3rd week Little Carnegie

FUTURE OPENINGS
The Great McGinty (Paramount)—Aug. 14 % Paramount

1 Love You Again (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer)—Aug. 16 Capitol

Flowing Cold (Warner Bros.)—Sept. 6
;

Strand

The Ramparts We Watch (RKO Radio-March of Time) (c) Music Hall

Three Faces West (Republic Pictures) (c) Criterion

The Man I Married (20th Century-Fox) a-b —Aug. 16 Pa ace

Queen of Destiny (RKO Radio Pictures) (a-b)—Aug. 16 Palace

Golden Gloves (Paramount) <c>—Rialto Rialto

(I) Dual bill. <b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill. (d) Revival.

RKO Charges Contract

Breach in Chicago Suit

(QUOTATIONS OF FRIDAY, AUG. 9)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7y4 7 7

Col. Picts. vtc. (21/4%)
Columbia Picfs. pfd.. 173,4 17% 17%
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 129 126V2 129 +4
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9 9 9 — l/4
Loew's, Inc 25 245/8 245/8
do pfd
Paramount 5% 5'/2 5'/2
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. . 8V8 8Vs 8'/8
Pathe Film

RKO
20th Century-Fox ... 5% 5% 5%
20th Century-Fox pfd

Univ. Pict. pfd

Warner Bros 2y4 2y4 2'/4
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46.102% 1025/8 1023/4 + l/

8

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3

y

4s47
RKO 6s41

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts. ... 7-16 7-16 7-16—1-16
Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 97/8 97/8 9'/8 + y4
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd

Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57

Lockwood Under Knife

Boston — Arthur H. Lockwood,
president of Connecticut MPTO, is

recuperating from an emergency
nephrotomy at Beth Israel Hospital.

Chicago—Attorneys for RKO filed

suit for $25,000 damages against

Southern Theater Properties, Inc.,

for breach of film contract. Defend-

ants are the leasees of the Oriental

Theater, controlled by Jones, Linick

& Schaefer. Suit covers five RKO
features, six Information Please

shorts and 20 issues of Pathe News.

At the same time, David Kahane,

attorney, filed suit in Cook County
Circuit Court against Southern The-

ater Properties for payment due the

Chicago Orpheum Co.

Unplayed RKO film in a deal

whereby pictures went to the Ori-

ental upon the closing of the Palace

for the Summer formed the basis for

the actions.

Nathanson's F.P.C. Option

Extended to Jan. 31 Next

Montreal—Famous Players Cana-
dian Corp. has advised the Montreal
Stock Exchange that the option

granted N. L. Nathanson under date

of April 15, 1936, to purchase 11,000

shares at $16 a share during the

month of July, 1940, has been ex-

tended and may now be exercised in

whole or in part at anytime up to

and including Jan. 31, 1941.

Rites Held for Mother
Of J. M. and L. W. Schine

Buffalo—Funeral services were
held here yesterday for Mrs. Bertha
Gordon Schine, mother of J. Meyer
and Louis W. Schine, operators of
the Schine circuit, with headquar-
ters at Gloversville. Mrs. Schine
died here Friday.

'Twill Be the Jayhawker
Lawrence, Kan.—The Jayhawker

will be the name of the Dickinson
Theater here when it reopens early
in September after extensive remod-
eling and redecorating. The Com-
monwealth Theaters Corp. is the
present owner.

COmmC and coiriG

le^K

ify
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COL. WILLIAM J. DONOVAN, RKO eq
suit counsel, went to Hyde Park Friday \

over the week-end accompanied Presic >

Roosevelt on his trip to Portsmouth and E

ton; purpose was to report on his recent c

fidential European mission.

THURMAN W. ARNOLD. Assistant Attor
General, was in New York Friday.

HARVEY COLDSTEIN, '=nneapolis trad.

paperman, is at the Kni icker Hotel

CHARLES COHEN of ...etro's public
partment is vacationing.

LOUIS de ROCHEMONT is in Boston wh
he attended "The Ramparts We Watch" op

|

ing.

HAL LEROY, who recently completed |1
Many Girls," is in town.

WILLIAM CARGAN is vacationing in N
York.

DICK MARVIN flew to Nashville over I
week-end.

EDWARD ELLIS, motoring East, will stop
in Canada before coming to town.

JOHN McCLAIN, M-G-M writer, is stopp
at the Waldorf Towers.

GERALD FREEMAN of Anglo American Fil]

deferred his departure for London, scheduf
originally at the week-end.

Bell-White in Publicity Field
j

Formation of the Bell-White Oj
ganization, specializing in publicil

and public relations service, is ai

nounced by Luther K. Bell and Go
don S. White. Offices are at 34'

Madison Ave.
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smash hit! . . . Fun-

niest hillbilly picture of

all time!" . . . "Packed with

--; box office punch"...That's what
the theatre men told us Satur-

t
day night when we opened

"COMIN' ROUND THE MOUNTAIN"
to a terrific first night gross with a

big time world premiere at the
Paramount Theatre in Nashville.
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Para., Fox Offer

Escape Amendment

{Continued from Page 1)

45 or more to 25 or more at any
time after June 1, 1942. The amend-
ment proposes, it was understood,
that upon application under oath hy
a distributor defendant that during
the nine months period preceding
the filing of the application, 25 or
more features had been leased by
one or more national distributor to
to an exhibitor other than in ac-
cordance with the provisions of Sec-
tions 1 and 2, the court will enter
an order relieving all consenting de-
fendants of further compliance with
the provisions.

Another change was said to have
been suggested for Article 8, dealing
with changes with respect to theaters
in which defendants are interested.
The words "for a period of three
years" are understood to have been
added to Section 1 of this article,

making it read: "For a period of
three years each of the defendants
will notify the Department of Jus-
tice immediately of any legally bind-
ing commitment for the acquisi-
tion by it of any additional theater
or theaters."

Clarification and wordage revisions
were said to have been suggested for
several sections in Article 7, dealing
with remedy for discrimination
against independently operated the-
aters. A new paragraph (b) under
Section involving "findings" also
reportedly has been written by the
attorneys.

It is reported that no changes were
made in the first six sections of the
draft. The amended copies are to be
sent to Washington, with the sug-
gested changes pointed out to Gov-
ernment authorities.

Detroit United Artists

Expected to Drop Duals

Detroit—First large theater here
to shutter for the Summer, the
United Detroit Circuit's United Art-
ists closed Friday for three weeks
only. Reopening with "Boomtown"
the end of this month, the UA,
which has been playing duals for
several months, is expected to re-

turn to the single bill policy if

enough strong product is available.

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Hal Home
Cecil B. DeMille

Mort Spring

Ben Hersh

D. H. Finke

T
• • • IN each issue of this little old trade paper (don't let

that phrase deceive you,—we haven't joined a woman's club)

you'll find a departmental corner headed "Happy Birthday to You"
illustrated via a figure of messenger boy symbolically sing-

ing that natal-day anthem For example, our chorister's warblings

today will be in the congratulatory direction of Cecil B. De-

Mille. Mort Spring, Hal Home, Ben Hersh, D. H. Finke, et al It's our

way of sending them a "singing telegram" with only one re-

gret namely, that there's no way of printing a sound-track

alongside

T T T
• • • POOR, indeed, is the man or maid who has never
received a "singing telegram" They're the nuts! Up
until the past week-end we had no idea who invented them

Ah,—but now we know! (controvertialists will please

form on the right) It seems that a telegraph clerk blazed the

trail about 1926 down in a then very small town on the South
Shore of Long Island In that town lived (and still does)

one of the legit, stage's best known producers —a gent

whom you all know and who has had his fling, cinematically

,

out in Hollywood Well, the producer was in Philly

trying out a new show and his funds were lower than the

asbestos procenium curtain between performances His hope-

ful spouse wired him briefly that she needed some dough

T T
• • • REEL TWO: The doughless and doleful producer

wired her a bit of humor instead of the non-extant dough: "I Can't

Give You Anything But Love Baby" When the wire reached the

telegraph office in the small Long Island town the telegraph opera-

tor his latent showmanship welling-up within him called the pro-

ducer's wife and SANG the message over the phone At the

time she was a bit indignant, puzzled and disappointed but

came the dawn! Now, she is an immortal —virtually in a class

with Dolly Madison, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Susan B. Anthony—
She was the first to receive a "singing telegram" (Next Week

—

"East Lynn")

Selznick Calls New Firm
"Shell" for Future Plans

(Continued from Page 1)

and deliver two pictures for United
Artists under his present contract.
Whether production will get under
way this year or next he could not
say.

Reports current in trade circles

that he was about to close a dis-

tribution deal with 20th Century-
Fox for the product to be made by
David 0. Selznick Productions, Inc.,

were said to be without foundation,
Selznick denying that he had held
any negotiations with the company.

Extend Tex Ritter's P.A.'s

Tex Ritter's P.A. bookings have
been extended through Sept. 8 in
New England keeping him on the
road four weeks beyond the original
schedule to Aug. 11. Production on
his first 1940-41 picture, "Parson of
Devil Gap," being produced by Ed-
ward Finney will start Sept. 15.

"Boom Town" Runs Ahead
Despite Higher Prices

(Continued from Page 1)

cent for matinees and 33-1/3 per
cent for evenings.

Picture opened in Reading and
Harrisburg, Pa., and Los Angeles,
playing day-and-date at the State
and Chinese in the latter city. In
all spots, "Boom Town" did from 240
to 309 per cent of normal business,
M-G-M reported.
With the multiple-starrer clicking,

Metro home office staff was "walk-
ing on air," so to speak. "Boom
Town's" click came on the heels of
record summer opening at Radio
City Music Hall of "Pride and Preju-
dice" and the unusually strong show-
ing made by "I Love You Again" in
its first key city engagement at
Detroit's Michigan theater.

HCLI_y>V€CD

Speaimng-

Fox Using Two-for-Ones
Milwaukee — Several local Fox

houses, including the Shorewood and
Miller, have been circulating two-
for-ones good on certain nights.

— By RALPH WILK =
—HOLLYWOOD

DY THE grace of { "'Tiers, GeorM&laft
* will have the malt .<;ad opposite ^orma
Shearer, in the screen version of Sidney

Kingsley's play "The World We Make,"

based on Millen Brand's novel, "The Out-

ward Room." John Lee Mahin and Vina and

Eugene Delmar have prepared the adapta-

tion.

• •

D KO is talking a deal for Rosalind Rus-

"^ sell's services in "Passport to Life" with

a view to co-starring her with Cary Grant.

Garson Kanin is to direct the Dorothy Park-

er-Allen Campbell original.

|
ARRY DARMOUR has signed Ralph Bell-

*" amy and Charles Grapewin to four-pic-

ture contracts to play Ellery Queen and In-

spector Queen, respectively, in the series

of mystery pictures he will produce for

Columbia. The first, "John Brown's Body,"

will go before the cameras early in Sep-

tember.

• •

TAMARA, singing actress of the New
' York stage, will make her screen debut

for RKO Radio in the Herbert Wilcox pro-

duction "No, No, Nanette," starring Anna
Neagle.

• •

X/OGUE Pictures has assigned Albert S.

* Rogell to direct "Li'l Abner," which will

be released by RKO Radio.

• •

MARY ROBERTS RINEHART story,

"Dog in the Orchard," which will be

filmed by Gordon Hollingshead as a two-reel

black and white subject for Warners, will

be published in the September issue of

Cosmopolitan Magazine.

DRODUCER-DIRECTOR Alfred Hitchcock

' has moved his production staff from the

Walter Wanger studios to RKO Radio. With
the Hitchcock entourage is the writer, Joan J
Harrison.

INIVERSAL announced that it had signed

^ Carol Bruce of the cast of "Louisiana

Purchase," Broadway musical, to a five-

year contract.

• •

ALMA KRUGER has been signed for the

** featured character role in "You'll Find

Out," the Kay Kyser mystery filmusical

produced and directed for RKO Radio by

David Butler.

• •

DICHARD AINLEY, Broadway actor, has*

been signed by Warners and is under

consideration for the leading male role op-

posite Miriam Hopkins in "The Lady With
Red Hair."

CPECIAL trailer has been prepared by

** Warners for the James Cagney-Ann
Sheridan film, "City For Conquest," with

Frank Craven, who plays the Old Timer

in the picture giving an introductory talk -i

on the heart of New York.
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Rubin Cuts Loew

Common Holdings

(Continued from Page 1)

shares of Loew's Boston Theaters
$25 par common stock to bring their

holding in the subsidiary company
in this class to 117,436 shares.

Twentieth Century-Fox reports

Si^ -jv R. Ken* * i s added 25 snares
of*^himon no ' value to his hold-

ings which now
A
total 3,180 in this

class.

The report of RKO reveals L.

Lawrence Green disposed of 1,000

shares of common no par value and
now holds 4,250 shares. The follow-

ing officers are reported as holding
no equity securities: Ned E. Depinet,

James G. Harbord, William Mallard,

W. J. Merrill, John E. Parsons, N.
Peter Rathvon, W. G. Van Schmus,
Lunsford P. Yandell. Under the $1
par common class R. C. Patterson,
Jr. reports holding 589 shares, RCA
316,328 shares as beneficial owner
and Rockefeller Center, 563,629 as
beneficial owner. RCA also holds
555,254 warrants for common and
44,757 shares of 6 per cent converti-

ble preferred as beneficial owner,
the report states.

Samuel J. Briskin filed 1939 re-

ports under Columbia Pictures. In

a September, 1939 report he states

he disposed of 600 of Columbia's
common voting trust certificates

leaving him with none of the cer-

tificates which were acquired in July
of 1939. In the same month he ac-

quired 2,627 options for common
bringing his total to 13,134 options.

GTE reports Edward C. Delafield

has acquired 100 shares of Capital
no par value and now holds 200
shares. In a corrected May, 1940
report Walter E. Green reports ac-

quiring 210 shares for a total hold-

ing of 260 shares.

Kenneth M. Young reports dis-

posing of 100 shares of Pathe Film
Corp. $1 par common stock, leaving
him with 400 shares. T. C. Davis
reports holding 100 shares of Pathe
$1 par common. He is also listed

under Monogram, but holds no equity
securities.

Metro's Chi. Exchange
As WB Building Tenant

Chicago — Metro's Exchange will

move this Fall from 1327 So. Wabash
Ave. to Warner Exchange Building
at 1307 Wabash Avenue where it

will take over the entire fifth floor

for M-G-M film for offices and part
of the first floor for shipping and
inspection departments.

WEDDING BELLS

Manny Harmon of the RKO Radio
Coast music department and Rosalie
Loeb, formerly of Louisville, Ky.,
were married last week at the home
of the bride's parents. They left the
same day for a honeymoon trip to

Oregon.

reviews of new fums
"The Return of Frank

James"
with Henry Fonda, Gene Tierney, Jackie

Cooper, Henry Hull

20th Century-Fox 92 Mins.

POWERFUL B.O. DRAMA STRONG IN
ALL DEPARTMENTS; CERTAIN TO AT-
TRACT AND PLEASE FANS.

Possessed of the same vitality as its pre-

decessor piece,—that intense grosser, "Jesse

James," which poured more coin into U. S.

box offices than the famed bandit ever

dreamed of snaring in his wild career, "The
Return of Frank James" is a cinch to pack
houses in every territory. It is big, ex-

citing and satisfying in its own right, and

would get the customers coming even with-

out the pre-sold angle of following in the

wake of "Jesse James."

To sum-up its assets briefly, "The Return

of Frank James" is blessed with a great

cast, substantially that which went-to-town

in recounting the exploits of Jesse; it is

excellently acted, splendidly directed by

Fritz Lang, photographed up to the hilt by

George Barnes and William V. Skall; and is

cloathed in radiant Technicolor which brings

out the best virtues of action, characteriza-

tions, and settings. The fatter are eye-fill-

ing.

The story goes right to the point, which is

rhe avenging by Frank James (Henry Fonda)

of his brother Jesse's cowardly murder at

the hands of the Ford Brothers, played by

John Carradine and Charles Tannen. Fonda

turns in a fine job in the title role, as does

Gene Tierney, cast as the ambitious yet

tender-hearted Denver newspaper girl who
loves the avenging Fonda with a love des-

tined at the finale to remain unrequited.

Scenes of a memorable and thrilling sort

are legion in the footage, whose climax is

the wiping out of the remaining Ford

Brother. Gunplay, hard riding, and romantic

and emotional sequences succeed one an-

other in rapid tempo. Jackie Cooper wins

further laurels for himself as the young side-

kick of Fonda. Notwithstanding the dom-
inance of a tragic and incessant man-hunt-
ing, comedy studs the saga. Audiences of

all ages will go for this attraction like

the proverbial duck to water.

CAST: Henry Fonda, Gene Tierney, Jackie

Cooper, Henry Hull, John Carradine, J. Ed-

ward Bromberg, Donald Meek, Eddie Col-

lins, George Barbier, Ernest Whitman,
Charles Tannen, Lloyd Corrigan, Russell

Hicks, Victor Kilian, Edward McWade,
George Chandler, Irving Bacon, Frank Shan-

non, Barbara Pepper, Louis Mason, Stymie

Beard, William Pawley, Frank Sully, David-

son Clark.

CREDITS: Producer, Darryl F. Zanuck;
Associate Producer, Kenneth Macgowan;
Director, Fritz Lang; Original Screenplay,

Sam Hellman; Photography, George Barnes,

William V. Skall; Technicolor Director,

Natalie Kalmus; Associate, Morgan Padel-

ford; Art Direction, Richard Day, Wiard
B. Ihnen; Set Decorations, Thomas Little;

Film Editor, Walter Thompson; Costumes,

Travis Banton; Sound, W. D. Flick, Roger

Heman; Musical Direction, David Buttolph.

DIRECTION, Splendid. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Tops.

Portland Orpheum Dark
Portland, Ore.—The Orpheum The-

ater has closed, with reopening set

for about Oct. 15. House is operated
by John Danz.

"He Stayed For
Breakfast"

with Loretta Young, Melvyn Douglas,

Una O'Connor
Columbia 89 Mins.

SOLID ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL
TYPES OF AUDIENCES; SHOULD BE BIG
AT B.O.

Marking B. P. Schulberg's return to the

production field after a lengthy absence,

this new Columbia release should bring in

plenty of "manna" for the exhibitors and

everybody else concerned. It is very definite-

ly a general audience picture that, because

of its comedy aspects, has no limitations.

The laughs are good, and they are plenti-

ful.

The entire cast is fine, and Schulberg

has given the picture a first-rate production.

Alexander Hall directed with a light tongue-

in-cheek touch that keeps the comedy situa-

tions comic, and he never allows the film

to bog down at any point. Playing their

parts lightly and smartly, Miss Young and

Melvyn Douglas do handsomely by the two
lead roles. Fine support is provided by Una
O'Connor, Alan Marshall and Eugene Pall -

ette, with remainder of the cast equally

capable.

Poking fun at the "commies," the story's

satire will be fully appreciated any place.

Douglas, a "commie," who is a waiter, shoots

a coffee cup out of the hand of wealthy and

fat Pallette, a banker, because his lifted

pinky finger annoys him. Douglas, disguised

as a policeman and fleeing from the police,

arrives in the apartment of Miss Young,

Pallette's estranged wife, while Pallette

and Alan Marshall, another suitor, are trying

to put themselves over with the lady of

their affections.

Miss Young hides Douglas before the

police come in, but with a guard around the

building he is trapped in her apartment.

The juggling of the three men by Miss

Young, and Douglas' conversion from a

"commie" into a man who is interested in

females instead of the party will get plenty

of hearty laughs from any audience. Picture

winds up in a hilarious climax with Douglas

and Miss Young on their way to America

together. Photography of Joseph Walker
also is deserving of comment.

CAST: Loretta Young, Melvyn Douglas,

Una O'Connor, Eugene Pallette, Alan Mar-
shall, Curt Bois, Leonid Kinsky.

CREDITS: Producer, B. P. Schulberg; Di-

rector, Alexander Hall; Screenplay, P. J.

Wolfson, Michael Fessier and Ernest Vajda;

Based upon Sidney Howard's adaptation of

the French play "Liberte Provisoire," by

Michel Duran; Cameraman, Joseph Walker;
Editor, Viola Lawrence.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPHY, Ex-

pert.

Wanted: New Western Star

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Sigmund N e u f e 1 d ,

who is in charge of production for
Producers Releasing Corp., and who
has Bob Steele and Tim McCoy un-
der contract, is seeking a new Sage
brush star for his "Lone Rider" se-

ries. George Bricker, William A.
Ullman, Jr. and William Lively are
preparing stories for August and
September production.

War Fails lo Lower

Foreign Pix Imports

'Continued from Page 1)

Great Britain, Italy, Poland, China,
Sweden, Hungary, Russia, Italy,

Egypt, Ireland, Spain, Argentina,
Mexico and Switzerland," a Division
spokesman said. "Of course some
of these countries are slightly below
their usual average and we have not
received a picture from Czecho-Slo-
vakia since May."
The Motion Picture Division, head-

ed by Irwin Esmond, does not be-
lieve that foreign pictures recently
imported are tinged with propa-
ganda, despite the fact that in the
totalitarian countries, film produc-
tion is rigidly controlled and made
to reflect national ideology. However,
the State censors feel that they are
alert to the possibilities.

"As yet foreign countries have
made no determined effort to send
in propagandized dramas," it was
said at the Division. "Although our
governing act does not include prop-
aganda, we might be able to deal
with flagrant cases under one of
the more generalized clauses."

"Frank James" Gives Roxy
Year's Top Opening Biz

(Continued from Page 1)

ure, the company's home office an-
nounced.
The picture also opened Friday at

the New Theater, Baltimore, the
Norva at Norfolk, the Fox at St.

Louis, the Denver at Denver, the Lin-
coln at Springfield, 111., the Palace
at Newport News, and the Lincoln
at Cheyenne, with reports Saturday
indicating it was heading for top biz

in all spots.

Richmond — Twin debut of "The
Return of Frank James" Thursday
at the Byrd and State Theaters here
proved an effective chaser of b.o.

blues. Pointing toward high money
for the year at both houses, the open-
ing day figures showed that the 20th-
Fox Technicolor feature had topped
"Kentucky" by 8.6 per cent, "The
Grapes of Wrath" by 9 per cent,

"Drums Along the Mohawk" by 37.2

per cent, "Maryland" by 47.3 per

cent and "Johnny Apollo" by 77.9

per cent.

Chicago — Mr. and Mrs. Aaron
Jones, Jr., announce the birth of a
boy who will be named Johnny Jones,
at the Mayer House of the Michael
Reese Hospital. Father is a member
of the firm of Jones, Linick &
Schaefer.

Chicago—A son was born to Mr.
and Mrs. Wally Bennin at the Co-
lumbus Hospital. Father is booker
for Metro's exchange.
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Decree Decision

(Continued from Page 1)

cree, itself, and any other proposals
that might be forthcoming from the
distributors.

Robert Sher, special assistant to
the Attorney General, in Washing-
ton declared on Friday that 20th-
Fox and Paramount had not rejected
the decree and were still exploring
every possibility of a peaceful and
satisfactory settlement.

(Sher's statement substanti-
ated Film Daily's exclusive
story on Friday to the effect

that 20th-Fox and Paramount
far from rejecting the proposed
consent decree were of the be-
lief that satisfactory changes to
certain articles were possible.)
Asked whether the Government

would consider entering a consent
decree for just three of the major
companies in the event Paramount
and Twentieth-Fox decided finally

to remain out, she remarked:
"That is a bridge we weren't going

to cross till we come to it. We are
not going to consider contingencies
at this time, whether exhibitor or
otherwise. We must first hear from
the companies to learn how they
stand."
Thurman Arnold, Assistant Attor-

ney General, was in New York on
Friday but declined to comment on
the proposed decree or the status of
negotiations.

Denham-Humphries Labs.

Under One Technical Head

London (By Air Mail)—Alexan-
der Korda and Randal Terraneau
have announced that arrangements
are being completed for Terraneau
to assume technical charge of both
the Denham and George Humphries
& Co. laboratories. Arrangement is

to protect customers against inter-

ruption of lab. service due to war
conditions.

Joseph Rosenfield Resigns

Spokane, Wash.—Joseph J. Rosen-
field, for five years city manager of
the Evergreen Theaters—Fox, State,
Orpheum and Liberty—announces his

resignation, to become effective Aug.
31. Mr. Rosenfield will assume a
new undisclosed position in Los An-
geles. His successor in Spokane has
not as yet been named. The resi-

dent manager of other Spokane
houses will be unaffected.

"Pastor Hull" Debut
in East for Philly

Philadelphia — Eastern premiere of
"Pastor Hall" is scheduled for the Al-
dine Theater here Aug. 22. James
Roosevelt, who is releasing the pix
through UA, and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt,

wife of the President, who appears in

the picture's prologue, are scheduled to

attend. Showing here may become the
world premiere, although latter has been
announced for Frisco Wednesday.

Gallup Poll Findings
. . . tough going to eliminate duuls

(Continued from Page 1)

none too plentiful, they are likely to insist upon the most for the sums they do spend.

Parenthetically, that reflects the attitude of the low income moviegoers as well.

At any rate, this must be borne in mind by all those who would wipe out duals:

The rising generation largely hus been educated to accept double features as a

matter of course . . . and more than 60 per cent of the theater admissions weekly
are accounted for by persons under 30 years of age.

IS THERE a solution?

Well, Dr. Gallup feels that there are 32,000,000 Americans financially able to patronize

film theaters frequently who now go less than once a month. Perhaps a large percentage
represent the films' supposedly "lost" audience; perhaps a fair percentage of such "lost"

audience drifted away because of antipathy to duals rather than the allure of radio, night

sports, etc.

But even given such "perhapses" the benefit of the doubt, it is desirable to remember
that the oldsters who were "brought up on" single features are becoming fewer every

year while their places in the box office lines are being filled by youngsters who want

double features.

The probem poised obviously is one which no Poll will solve.

Friedl, Elson Set Deal
For Minneapolis Palace

Minneapolis— Negotiations were
completed at the week-end between
John Friedl, president of the Mine-
sota Amusement Co., and William
Elson, for operation of the Palace
Theater.

Mr. Elson, who for the past sev-
eral years has operated the Seventh
St. Theater, literally moves his com-
plete setup to the Palace Theater.

New British Producing Co.
Eyes So. American Field

London (By Air Mail) — South
American Films, Ltd., has been
registered with a nominal capital
of 100 pounds. Company's objects
are stated to be to carry on the pro-
duction and distribution of films and
cinema supplies in the United King-
dom, South and Central America,
the United States, Canada and else-

where.

NATKE Proposes National
Wages and Conditions

London (By Air Mail) — The
NATKE in its annual report pro-
poses that a national agreement be

obtained with the CEA on working
conditions and wages. The report
states that the time is now oppor-
tune as more than 40 separate agree-
would remain to deal with disputes,
ments with local branches have been
reached. Local conciliation boards

Mayor Raps Show Handbill

Harrisburg, Pa.—Mayor Howard
A. Milliken has scored the advertis-

ing handbill which was distributed
to homes throughout the city prev-
ious to a two-day performance this

week in the Rialto Theater, nabe
house, which abandoned its picture
policy for two days for the presen-
tation of "School of Love."

"It is regrettable," the mayor's
statement read, "that the type of ad-
vertising distributed promiscuously
on the streets and in the doorways
of the city's homes led people to be-

lieve they would see a risque per-

formance."

Denis Expeditionary Pix
To be Chrysler-Sponsored

New Armand Denis film, based on
the recent Denis-Roosevelt expedi-
tion to Asia, will be released in the

U. S. by the Chrysler Corp., which
plans to use 300 prints. Pix has a
running time of more than an hour,
and will be exhibited either directly

by Chrysler dealers or through
clubs, churches, etc.

Denis retains lecture rights, while
the pix, outside of the U. S., will be
distributed theatrically by UA. This
is Chrysler's second experiment with
a Denis expeditionary film. First
was with "Wheels Across Africa"
which reached an estimated 15,000,
000 audience.
Denis is now whipping together a

cavalcade of his films for lecture
purposes, drawing upon "Goona
Goona," "Wild Cargo," "Wheels
Across Africa" and the present film.

Patrons Dislike Sleep
Loss From Duals-Goldwyn

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Commenting on the

results of the Gallup survey, Samuel
Goldwyn at the week-end said that
it uncovered the fact that 40 per
cent of people are kept up past their
bedtimes when they go to pictures,
and that evidently they do not like
to be kept up by lengthy programs.
He also remarked that women do not
want to be confused in their roman-
tic elusions after returning home
from the theater by having two
heroes to dream about instead of
one.

Col. Arthur Esberg Resigns
Albuquerque, N. M.—Col. Arthur

Esberg, who has managed the Albu-
querque Theaters for more than five
years, is resigning Sept. 1 to try
something for himself. His succes-
sor has not yet been named.

Query Reviews with Altec
D. D. Query, general manager of

Lincoln Theaters Corp. and King
Coal Theaters, Inc., has renewed
service agreements with Altec for
his chain of seven theaters. A.
Fiore negotiated for Altec.

THE WEEK IN
REVIEW

Outside Arbitrators
By WINFIELD ANDRUS i

DOMESTIC
EQUITY ACTION: Text of the

proposed consent decree, as pub-
lished exclusively in the East by
The Film Daii/ '

-.revealed tJA\ the
arbitration end 1

^ the agrWment
would be via the machinery of the
American Arbitration Assn. and ar-
bitrators would have no connection
with any branch of the film indus-
try. Other highlight provisions
called for elimination of blind-sell-
ing, blocks of five features, cancella-

'

tion for cause, elimination of na->
tional booking, and D. of J. notifica-
tion of circuit theater changes. An
escape clause designed to protect
signers of the decree, and some other
details of the text drew fire from
Paramount and 20th-Fox, although i

both companies believed their dif-

!

ferences could be settled. Exhibitoi
leaders differed on the blocks oil
five section of the settlement witl

)

Martin Smith favoring the proposa
i

while Harry Brandt and Max Coheiij
opposed. Government officials wen
"marking time" at the week-end
waiting to learn the full attitude o
the eight majors before commenting
on future moves.

* # *

FINANCIAL: Net profit o]

$1,415,728.32 for the quarter ende
June 30 was announced by RCA. .

.

20th-Fox reported a consolidate
net operating profit of $117,213 fo
the 26 weeks ended June 29 . .

.

Eastman Kodak reported mountin
profits for the half, with $9,179,19
profit for the six months ended Juri

15.
* * *

SURVEY: First of several r(

ported film audience surveys ws
that of Dr. George Gallup, directx

of the American Institute of Publ
Opinion, whose findings included a

untapped weekly audience of 32,000
000, and revealed that 57 per cent <

patrons oppose duals.
* * 4

THIS AND THAT: That Allit

has not given up hope of the pa
sage of the Neely measure was r

:

vealed in a bulletin from Gener |

Counsel Abram F. Myers urgir
members to press passage on the
Congressmen .... Theaters will c

operate in the 1940 Red Cross R(
Call drive starting Nov. 11 .... D
fendants in the Oklahoma City M
mand suit were served with a tot

of 585 interrogatories in the actio J
dormant since December.

* * *

FOREIGN
Triple joint protest against Ns

banning of their product in co

quered countries was said to be u |
der consideration by 20th-Fc
M-G-M and Warners .... Commer
Dept. statistics show higher expoi
of negative and positive to Sou
America, partly offsetting Europe
losses . . . Cutting of imports to 1

dia by 25 per cent is not expect
to effect U. S. business.
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xhib, Mass Meeting

lan Said Premature

(Continued from Page 1)

ree terms wsre subject to drastic
langes, adding that the MPTOA
.secutive committee was studying
*e draft carefully.

''I feel," Kuykendall said, "that
Rstv M senssinn s thp part of ex-
ibitCT^ would b ~emature, hence
do not see the necessity for a mass
leeting and hope you agree with
,te. Be assured MPTOA will be on
and if and when any permanent
acree is offered."

'raft Compensation Plan
'or Damages by Air Raids

London (By Air Mail)—Stockport
ranch of the CEA has prepared a

:>heme which would give mutual
;ompensation for members whose
Heaters are damaged in air raids,

roposal is not an insurance scheme,
jpt involves the raising of a large
:im on a mutual assistance policy,

vert Operators' Strike

Detroit — Threatened projection-

ts' strike at theaters in Windsor,
nt, has been averted by agreement
1 a new wage scale of $1.40 an
our, according to Simon Meretsky,
anager of the Park.

Campobello Island Gets municipal Movie
House as a Result of Border Restrictions

St. John, N. B.—As a result of the stringent regulations governing movement over
the border, the Maple Leaf Theater has just made its debut on Campobello Island, Summer
home of the Roosevelt families, including the President.

At Wilsons beach, the municipality, deciding the issue was urgent, took over Maple
Leaf Hall and turned it into a 300-seat theater. Islanders, unable to make their usual

motorboat and ferry calls at Eastport and Lubec on the Maine side, had been without
films.

House is being operated for the municipality by a seven-man board. New film

house serves Deer Island as well as Campobello, both are right on the U. S. doorstep.

The business loss is a severe blow to the Eastport and Lubec theaters.

Warner Zone Managers
Meeting Here Tomorrow

"Sea Hawk" Print Order
Increased 25 Per Cent

(Continued from Page 1)

Cleveland; I. J. Hoffman, New
Haven; Don Jacocks, Newark; Moe
Silver, Albany; Ted Schlanger, Phil-

adelphia; Harry Kalmine, Pitts-

burgh; John J. Payette, Washing-
ton; and Herb Copelan, Atlantic
City.

Home office execs who will sit in

will be: Clayton Bond, Ed Hinchy,
Leonard Schlesinger, Hai-ry Gold-
berg, Frank Phelps, Nat Fellman,
Abel Vigard, W. S. McDonald, Harry
Rosenquest, Louis Kaufman, Her-
man Maier and Frank Cahill.

Schleier With ITOA Organ
Herman Schleier, for eight years

with the Hollywood Reporter, has
joined The Independent, ITOA pub-
lication, as advertising manager.
Schleier takes over his new duties
today.

With 268 simultaneous playdates
set for "The Sea Hawk" for the
week of its national release, Aug. 31,
Warners has increased its print or-
der 25 per cent. Pix opened to
strong biz at the week-end at both
the N. Y. Strand and the Warner,
Atlantic City.

"Dr. I.Q." in Capitol

"Dr. I.Q.," radio quiz program,
will be broadcast from the Capitol
Theater, Broadway, for eight Mon-
day nights beginning Aug. 19. The
30-minute program will be broad-
cast over the NBC network.

Conn. Allied to Meet
New Haven—Allied Theater Own-

ers of Connecticut will meet at lunch-
eon 12:30 p.m. tomorrow at the Hof-
brau Haus Restaurant, with A. M.
Schuman presiding.

Del. Check Reveals

27 "Blues" Slates

(Continued from Page 1)

bath and the needs and usages of
modern life."

Among the 30 states, only Illinois,

Wyoming and Nevada operate with-
out Sunday "blue laws" and without
petty gambling restrictions. Ac-
cording to the Morford survey, New
Jersey and Florida are the principal
points where existing "blue laws"
are "winked at" by enforcement of-
ficials. Oregon has repealed its

"blue laws" but retains gambling
restrictions. Maine, Vermont and
Connecticut were among states which
reported they control Sunday movies
by local option.

Morford also wrote the Council of
State Governments, Chicago, for
"blue law" advice.
The 1939 Delaware legislature ap-

pointed a commission to study the
problems and report to the next Gen-
eral Assembly which convenes in
January, 1941.

Richmond Capitol Reopens
Richmond, Va.—After closing for

about five weeks, the Capitol has re-
opened with subsequent runs and
"B's", changing two or three times
weekly. Prices are 20-33c for adults
and dime for children. Alex Ravdin
is manager.
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Loew's Employes Called to Colors Assured Jobs
Policy of Complete Co-op-

eration With Government
Outlined in Schenck Letter

Loew's, Inc. last night became
one of the first important employ-
ers of thousands of workers to an-

nounce a defi-

nite policy in

c o n n e ction

with the an-
ticipated gov-
ernment calls

t o military
service.

Loew's, i n
all its de-
pa r t m e nts

and branches
—studio, the-
a te r s, film

e x c h a nges,
home offices

—will give
every possible consideration and co-

(Continued on Page 7)

NICHOLAS M. SCHENCK

Westway Dismissal

Decision is Upheld

Baltimore—Dismissal of the West-
way Theater anti-trust action by
District Judge Calvin Chesnut was
upheld by the U. S. Circuit Court of

Appeals. Decision was sustained on
the grounds set out in Judge Ches-
nut's decision early this year.

Action was brought by Leo H.
(Continued on Page 6)

Parking Space Compulsory
Under Detroit Ordinance

Detroit — Theaters and auditor-
iums hereafter built in Detroit will

be required to provide parking space
(Continued on Page 6)

i

Illinois Allied Plans
Boohing Combine

Chicago—Allied Theaters of Illinois

is planning a co-operative booking ar-
rangement for the new season. Organi-
zation details of the plan, for Allied
members, are being handled by Edward
Mager, Allied booking manager.

TEXT OF DECREE DRAFT CHANCES
New Paragraph Suggested as Amendment to Escape

Clause Provides Better Break for Distribs.

Suggested changes in the proposed consent decree mainly involve wordage revisions,

although a complete new paragraph has been added to Article 9, the so-called escape

clause. This paragraph is given below, as well as the changes in Sections 2, 3, 4, 5 and

6 of Article 7 and two minor changes in Sections 1 and 2 of Article 8.

The proposed amendment to the escape clause:

"At any time after June 1, 1942, upon the filing of an application under oath by any

distributor defendant which has consented to the entry of this decree, with proof of

service upon the other consenting defendants and the petitioner, stating that during the

nine months period next preceding the filing of such application, 25 or more feature mo-
tion picture films have been leased by one or more distributor of motion picture films

operating on a national exchange basis to an exhibitor or exhibitors other than in

accordance with the provisions of Section 1 and 2 hereof, and setting forth the name
of the distributor or distributors and the name of the exhibitor or exhibitors and the

titles of the feature motion picture films leased, the Court shall forthwith enter an order

relieving all such consenting defendants of further compliance with the provisions of

(Continued on Page 7)

Drive-Ins Facing

Percentage Terms

Majors which have been selling all

pix on flat rentals to drive-in thea-
ters around the country are reported
now asking or, in some cases, pre-
paring to ask percentage terms for
the top quality features.

Decision to revise the selling pol-

icy presumably results from the
realization that the flat rental gives
the seasonal drive-in a break over
the year 'round theater, and hence
is discriminatory against a "regular"
customer, plus the companies' dis-

covery that drive-ins are making real

money and hence in a position to

(Continued on Page 6)

Won't Show Dualled

Pix, Say Minn. Exhibs.

Minneapolis—Local exhibs. affil-

iated with Northwest Allied as its

Fifth District unit at a meeting
last week authorized the dispatch
of a letter to all Minneapolis ex-

changes denouncing double features
and advising that they would re-

fuse to show any picture in their

houses which has been played on a
double bill.

Criticism of Paramount's 1940-41

sales policy was expressed, with
exhibs. contending that it was im-
possible to meet the terms. De-
clining revenues and increased costs

(Continued on Page 6)

Favors Local Option on Duals
Local Conditions Should Guide--Kuyl<endall

"Pastor Hall" Starting

Aug. 22 at Hollywood

"Pastor Hall" will open at the
Hollywood Theater here on Aug. 22.

James Roosevelt will come East for

the Broadway opening, and while
here, will appear on the "Informa-
tion Please" program on Aug. 27.

Regulation of double features by
local option is suggested by Ed Kuy-
kendall, MPTOA president, in his

latest bulletin. While this proposal
once before was rejected, Kuyken-
dall advocates letting local exhibi-

tors by a substantial majority vote
decide how much or how little they
want to regulate and restrain double

(Continued on Page 6)

Para., 20th-Fox Expected
To Indicate Stand Today;
May Accept With Changes

With both Twentieth Cen-
tury-Fox and Paramount ex-

pected today to reach a decision
on the proposed consent decree to

terminate the New York equity suit,

yesterday brought the following de-
velopments:

1. Text of proposed changes
to the decree submitted last
week to the Department of Jus-
tice became public. It substan-
tiated and amplified The Film
Daily's exclusive story yester-
day which summarized the
changes proposed, said to have
originated with 20th-Fox.

2. Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA's
prexy, released a bulletin which
assailed secrecy attending the

(Continued on Page 7)

UA to Bar Its Pix

From Triple Bills

United Artists will take legal

steps to prevent the use of its

pictures on triple feature programs,
Murray Silverstone, company head,
said yesterday upon his return from
Coast parleys.
With a definite shortage of prod-

(Continued on Page 6)

130 Minutes Running Time
For Chaplin's "Dictator"

Charles Chaplin's "The Great Dic-
tator" represents an investment of

$2,200,000 of Chaplin's own money,
(Continued on Page 6)

'Ttvas N. M. Schenck
Who Said It, Boys

"Sam Goldwyn says Hollywood is

sick. Joe Schenck says there is nothing
the matter with Hollywood that good
pictures won't cure"—Tom Petty in PM
the other day.

"There is, Mr. Goldwyn has often
said, no problem which good pictures
won't solve."—Bosley Crowther in the
New York Sunday Times.
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(FINANCIAL
(Monday, Aug. 12)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2%)
Columbia Picts .pfd

Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 71A 7i/4 7^/4

East. Kodak 129'/2 128y2 129y2 — Vl
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9V8 9 9
Loew's, Inc 243,4 243^ 2434 + i/

8
do pfd
Paramount 5V4 5Vi 5Vi
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 8 8 8 — Va
Pathe Film 73^ 1% 73^ — i/4
RKO
20th Century-Fox ... 5% 5% 534 — Vs
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 23/8 2y4 23/8 -f l/

8
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 31/2546.1023/4 1023,4 1023,4

Para. B'way 3s55. .46 46 46
Para. Picts. cv. 3 l/4s47 863/4 863,4 863,4 + l/

2
RKO 6s41
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts. ... 7-16 7-16 7-16
Sonotone Corp 1% 1% 1%
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc. . 3% 3% 3%
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57

To Pay $1.25 Dividend
Montreal—Declaration of a $1.25

quarterly dividend on the 7 per cent
cumulative preferred stock of Ham-
ilton Theaters, Hamilton, brings ar-

rears on this issue to $19. The cur-
rent dividend is payable Sept. 30
to shareholders of record August 31.

The full rate of 7 per cent has not
been paid on this stock since 1934.

McCoy to Produce Series
Of Mythological Shorts

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—C. W. McCoy, will

produce a series of shorts in color
and in black and white, depicting the
lands and happenings of mytholog-
ical days. "Jason and the Golden
Fleece," "The Mighty Thor," "Leg-
ends Of King Arthur," "The Knights
of the Round Table" and "Thesus,
Hero of Attica" will be the first pro-
ductions. Company will operate
from Hollywood. Scripts will be
furnished by Harold Z. Hackley.

Bingo Attendance Gains
In Cincinnati Territory

Cincinnati—Bingo attendance in-

creased considerably during July,
according to announcement of the
Police department. Approximately
$1,000 is now being collected month-
ly in taxes in districts which in-

clude Hamilton, Claremont, Brown
and Harlan counties, from games
operated by professional promoters.
Churches and charities are not taxed.

Golden Gate Exposition
Books Yorke Traveltour

"The Ninth State," two-reel color
featurette produced for the State of
New Hampshire by Emerson Yorke
Studio, has been booked by the U. S.

Travel Bureau for screening in its

exhibit at the Golden Gate Exposi-
tion. This exhibit is among the first

to utilize 16 mm. sound color prints
reduced from the original 35 mm.
negative by the new Cinecolor proc-
ess. Booking is for the duration of
the Exposition.

SAG Accumulates Surplus
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Addressing annual

class "B" meeting, Secretary Ken-
neth Thomson of Screen Actors Guild
announced the Guild has accumulated
a surplus of $162,613.59. He declared
a more drastic reduction in extras
must be made so regular players can
earn a living. Average annual earn-
ings of extras has increased from
$105.63 in 1936 to $358.80 in first

seven months of 1940. During 1937-
38-39 and first seven months of 1940,
SAG handled 3,530 claims involving
17,289 members. A total of $138,-
949.22 was collected for members on
these claims.

EVERY TELEGRAM'S A

RUSH TELEGRAM AT

Tostal
Telegraph

CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS
'PHONED IN APPEAR ON YOUR

trj*\ TELEPHONE BILL.

"Frank James" Runs Ahead
In First Keys, H.O. Hears

Reports received at the 20th-Fox
home office yesterday from key cities

throughout the country where "The
Return Of Frank James" opened
over the week-end showed top gross-
ing potentialities for the film in

every case ran ahead of other strong
20th-Fox product. Best biz was
done over the week-end in engage-
ments in New York, Norfolk, Rich-
mond, St. Louis and Springfield, 111.,

where the picture was running only

slightly behind 20th-Fox records for

the respective houses.

Griffith Circuit Taking
Over Two Missouri Houses

St. Louis—Griffith Southwestern
Theaters, Inc., Delaware corpora-
tion operating theaters in the South-
west, is acquiring the Mozark and
Granada theaters in Springfield, Mo.

Theater Marquees May
Escape Canopy Ad. Ban

Chicago — Exemption of theater
marquees from the scope of the
new municipal ordinance prohibit-

ing canopy advertising was indi-

cated yesterday following a meeting
of circuit reps, and indie exhibs.

with city officials.

COminC and GOinG

SIDNEY R. KENT, 20th-Fox prexy, returned to
New York yesterday from the Thousand Islands
to attend a special meeting of the company's
board today on the consent decree.

HERMAN WOBBER, general sales manager of
20th-Fox, has returned to the home office after
a trip to the Coast.

LOUIS D. FROHLICH, of Schwartz & Frohlich,
returns to New York next week after a vaca-
tion, ^fe

GEORGE KRASKA, operator of the -e Arts
Theater, Boston, and his son, GEORGE, are
here for a week's stay to line up product.

BENJAMIN PEPPER, of O'Brien, Driscoll &
Raftery, is expected to return to New York
next week following a vacation.

SIGNE HASSO, Swedish actress under contract
to RKO, is expected to arrive in Hollywood Aug.
15 from Sweden, via Russia and Japan.

JACK KIRSCH, president of Illinois Allied,

arrives today from Chicago.

JACK SIMON, manager of the Poli, Hartford,
will spend his vacation in Pittsburgh, his home
town.

MORRIS NUNES, Progressive Premium head,
New Haven, spent a long week-end at Naples,
Me.

Theater Receivership Asked
Toledo, O.—The Eiffel Realty Co.,

lessor of the theater building occu-
pied by the Pantheon Theater in

downtown Toledo, has filed a petition

in Lucas County Common Pleas
Court asking that a receiver be ap-
pointed for the theater. The realty
firm alleged the theater is $25,926 in

arrears of its rent.

rings the
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THE GREAT McfilNTY'
has tang, freshness, humor.

Brian Donlevy turns the

tough, eager Dan McGinty

into a real flesh and blood

person! -LIBERTY



HAS BEEN RUNNING SINCE

8 A. M. FRIDAY AT THE STRAND, N. Y.

AND PROVING EVERY MINUTE THAT

IT IS BEYOND ALL DOUBT 1940'S

BIGGEST WARNER BROS
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Drive-Ins Facing

Percentage Terms

{Continued from Page 1)

pay percentage terms for the better
pix.

Drive-ins have shown a substan-
tial increase this season. The inter-

ests headed by Phil Smith of Boston
have been especially active, expand-
ing in the mid-West with new situa-

tions in St. Louis, Indianapolis and
Milwaukee and additional operations
also contemplated for Cleveland and
Cincinnati as well as Chicago.
The Smith group already has one

drive-in in Cleveland and two in De-
troit.

Parking Space Compulsory
Under Detroit Ordinance

(Continued from Page 1)

for one car (200 square feet) for

each 10 seats in the building, under
a new ordinance presented in the
City Council by the City Planning
Commission. Believed to be a seri-

ous threat to new theater construc-
tion in this city, the move is being
fought by local showmen.

BOOKED BY

WARNERS, PUBLIX, FABIAN

LOVE IN A NIGHT

FULL OF DANGER

AND THRILLS.'/

SHARK WOMAN
—The Venus of

the South Seas

Diripcf•# fcy

•rWlMG

FIRST RUNS — ROADSHOWS
TERRITORIAL RIGHTS

WORLD PICTURES
CORPORATION

729 Seventh Avenue New York City

ALONG THE

WITH PHIL M. DALY;
T T T

• • • WE believe that a special sound track should have

been made for the presentation title of "Boom Town" i.e. the

"mane" title whereon Leo roars in his usual lusty fashion Our con-

tention is that his roars should have been much lustier for "Boom

Town" is the sort of attraction that should make Leo's voice boom

in record volume and ditto for the box offices of Leo's cus-

tomers

T T T
• • • EXCELLENT are the reasons f or the firm convic-

tion that Leo has sompin' in "Boom Town" We can name 18

such reasons at one clip: Los Angeles, Indianapolis, New Or-

leans, Harrisburg, Reading, Tulsa Lexington (Ky.), Glens

Falls, Atlantic City, Lake Placid, Cincinnati, Saratoga Wild-

wood (N. J.), Ocean City (N. J.), Williamsport (Pa.), Asbury Park,

Madison (Ky.), Essex (Conn.) which is a pretty represen-

tative cross-section of stands Well, Sir, in all cases the matinee

scales were boosted 25 per cent and night prices 33 per cent

Biz ranged from 260 to 431 per cent above normal At-

tendance and receipts rocketed over the figures of "San Francisco,"

"Test Pilot" and "Boys' Town" The Ritz in Tulsa did its big-

gest biz since 1932 and the opening there was typical of the

enormous strength the picture showed in the other spots

T T T
• • • THERE are many other reasons we can think of

why "Boom Town" is going to town Rarely has filmland hatched

an attraction with such tremendous pulling-power In fact it

was a four-star attraction from the moment it went into production

Count 'em: Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy. Claudette Colbert,

Hedy Lamarr! More significant to exhibitor and public than

four stars in one picture. is that the quartette of luminaries in "Boom

Town" are screen favorites at the HEIGHT of their respective popu-

larity

UA To Bar Its Films
From Triple Programs

(Continued from Page 1)

uct facing exhibitors, Silverstone
said this was no time to dissipate
product. On the other hand, Sil-

verstone asserted that in view of

the narrow margin by which oppon-
ents of duals won in the recent Gal-
lup poll, exhibitors can't ignore the
43 per cent of the public who pre-
fer double features, according to

the survey.
Silverstone predicted there would

be fewer pictures made this season
than there were last. United Ar-
tists originally planned 32 pictures
for the new season but found it wise
to announce only 22 as it would be
impossible for its producers to turn
out a greater number under pres-
ent conditions. Two new producers
will be added next season, he said.

Landau Rites in St. Louis

St. Louis—Funeral services were
held here for Louis Landau, 64, dis-

trict manager of the South Side
Amusement Co., who died at the
wheel of his auto from a heart
attack.

130 Minutes Running Time
For Chaplin's "Dictator"

(Continued from Page 1)

Murray Silverstone said yesterday.
Completed picture will run two hours
and 10 minutes, and road show en-
gagements are certain although no
official decision has been made. Sell-

ing policy also has not been deter-
mined, Silverstone said.

When scoring of the picture is

completed within the next two weeks,
Harry Gold, Jack Schlaifer, Arthur
Kelly, Monroe Greenthal, Lynn Far-
nol and Silverstone will fly to the
Coast to look at the finished product.

Local Conditions Should
Guide Duals Regulation

(Continued from Page 1)

feature competition. That means
home rule, he asserts, to fit local

conditions, "rather than having it

decided for you arbitrarily in New
York or Hollywood."

Mrs. Alma Starck Dead
Milwaukee—Mrs. Alma Starck, 55,

cashier at the Layton Park the-
ater, is dead here.

Won't Show Dualled

Pix, Say Minn. Exhibs.

(Continued from Page 1)

of operation were claimed. Some
exhibs. charged that unless relief

was received, they would have to

close by Dec. 1 or thereabouts.
Board of Governors of Northwest

Allied, which also met last week,
reaffirmed allegiance to na^t^nal
Allied, called for retention _ the
20 per cent cancellation privilege,

criticized the advance b.o. price plan
for ATAHT and okayed a question-
naire to be used in the drive against
16 mm. competition.

Westway Suit Dismissal
Upheld by Appeals Court

(Continued from Page 1)

Hommand of the Westway against
seven majors and the Durkee theater
interests, charged violation of the
anti-trust laws and sought to re-

duce clearance granted Durkee
houses.
Judge Chesnut, in dismissing the

suit, commented that the action was
brought on "rather meager circum-
stantial evidence" and that "A 14-

day clearance is not uncommon and
there is nothing unusual in the

agreement." He added that the dif-

ficulty rests with block-booking and
not with the contracts and said that
block-booking "has been held legal

as a trade practice and its legality

is not here directly an issue."

Defense attorneys had told the
court that the industry would lose

millions of dollars if the clearance
clauses in contracts were declared
illegal.

Mrs. Amelia Rubens Dead
Chicago — Mrs. Amelia Rubens,

mother of Jules and Morris Rubens,
Great States executives died at her
Joliet home. She was 97.

Duals at Studio, Chi.

Chicago — New Studio theater
switches to duals next week with
revivals of "Lost Horizon" and "The
Awful Truth."

Disney Festival to Stay

Cincinnati—Walt Disney Festival

package show is expected to stay a

second week at the Lyric.

Charles

From
THE FILM
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Secrecy Assailed

By Kuykendall

(Continued from Page 1)

decree conferences and criticiz-

ing certain draft features, espe-
cially the g-roup-of-5 proposal.

3. Sensational reports current
in metropolitan press circles

th ?' rhe President had commu-
nic J personally his desire
that the litigation be settled
were denied both by defense
counsel here and the White
House and D of J in Washing-
ton.

Kuykendall's five-page statement
ievoted to the consent proposals
apped the "secret conferences in

Hew York" at which attorneys pre-
•ared the draft. It is unfortunate,
e declared, that the vast rank and
ale of independent exhibitors
hroughout the country, both or-

•anized and unorganized, who will

tave these "restrictions imposed up-
n them by law," are not being con-
ulted or considered.

Attacking the five-picture pro-
osal, Kuykendall said that an ex-
ibitor who uses five features a
eek will have to make a film deal
t least once every week the year
round. This will entail negotiating
contract, having it approved, pos-
bly rejected and re-negotiating at
igher prices, Kuykendall declared,
dding that the whole system would
ork to the sole advantage of the
istributor.

Details of the decree, along with
ranges suggested by its attorneys,
•ill be laid before the 20th-Fox
oard today. A "yes or no" verdict
robably will be rendered after the
;ssion. Paramount is expected to
ike similar action.

Unofficial reports circulating last

ight indicated that both companies
tight accept the decree provided
number of changes deemed vital

ere made in the document.
Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th-
ox, returned yesterday from the
housand Islands where he had been
acationing in order to attend to-

ay's session of the board.

how's Starting Time
Jew Feature in Mirror

New York Daily Mirror's Screen
lock listing of attractions at prin-
pal New York and Brooklyn the-
irs now includes, in addition to
ie feature films and stage bills, if

ly, the exact starting times of
>th. It's an innovation, with credit
n the introduction credited per-
Inally to Jack Lait, who edits the
earst tabloid.

Repeat Biz 40% More
Dayton, 0.—After playing to big busi-

ness at the Victory Theater here the
week of July 6, Warners' "My Love
Came Back" played a repeat engagement
the week of July 27 to a 40 per cent
higher gross than the original engage-
ment. This was the first time a
situation of this sort ever occurred in

this territory.

-

TEXT OF DECREE DRAFT CHANGES
New Paragraph Suggested as Amendment to Escape

Clause Provides Better Break for Distribs.

(Continued from Page 1)

Sections 1 and 2 hereof, except with re-

spect to agreements to be made prior to

Sept. 1, 1942, licensing feature motion pic-

tures to be released prior to said date."

Changes suggested by the attor-
neys for Article 7, dealing with a
"remedy for discrimination against
independently operated theaters,"
causes the first part of the para-
graph to read as follows, with words
in italics representing changes from
the original:

"Controversies arising upon a complaint by
an independent exhibitor that subsequent to
the commencement of the method of selling'

or in licensing set forth in Sections 1 and 2
hereof and at a time from the leasing of fea-
tures is controlled by the provisions of said
sections, a defendant distributor has refused
to license its features for exhibition on the
run requested by said exhibitor in one of said
exhibitor's theaters which was in existence
or which replaced a theater in existence at
the date of this decree solely because the com-
peting theater is a component of a theater cir-

cuit shall be subject to arbitration."
Further changes under Article 7 and involv-

ing "findings" were suggested as follows in

Sections 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6:

"In any such arbitration no award shall be
made against a distributor unless the arbi-
trator shall first find the following facts:

"(2) That such refusal of the distributor
was general and continued during a period of
not less than three consecutive months;

"(3) That the distributor has during such
period generally licensed its feature pictures
for the run specified by the complaining exhibi-
tor to an inferior theater which is a com-

ponent of a circuit of not less than 15 theaters
and which is in competition with the complain-
ing exhibitor's theater specified in the exhibi-
tor's complaint;

"(4) That the complainant has not available
to him feature pictures sufficient in nature and
quantity to enable him to operate his theater
on the run specified by the complainant;

"(5) (a) Unchanged;
"(b) The complaining exhibitor operated the

theater specified in his complaint for at least

one year prior to the entry of this decree, and
subsequent to July 20, 1935, and prior to

July 20, 1940, he or a prior operator of said
theater demanded in writing features from the

distributor defendant complained against and
other distributors sufficient to have operated on
the same run as or on an earlier run than that

enjoyed by the circuit theater specified in the
complaint."

(6) Editor's note: This section, involving
the arbitrator in determining whether the ex-
hibitor's complaint is established by the evi-

dence, is unchanged except for the last few
lines. In effect, this change reads: The
arbitrator shall take into consideration the
financial responsibility of their owners and
operators; and the distributors' prior relations

with the two theaters involved and their owners
and operators and any equities arising there-

from.
Changes in Article 8 concern the addition

of a time element so that it reads as follows:
"(1) For a period of three years, each of

the defendants will notify the Dept. of Justice
immediately of any legally binding commit-
ment for the acquisition by it of any addition-

al theater or theaters;
"(2) Each defendant will also report during

such three-year period to the Dept. of Justice
on or before the tenth day of each month the

changes in its theater position, if any, that

have occurred during the preceding month."

Korda to Produce, Direct

Oberon In His Own Story

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—"I Have Been Here

Before," starring Merle Oberon, an
original story by Alexander Korda,
will be produced and directed by
Korda. This will follow the picture
based on the lives of Lord Nelson
and Lady Hamilton.

Jonas Arnold's Mother Dead
Mrs. Fannie Arnold, 63, mother of

Jonas Arnold of Paramount's press
book department, died yesterday at
her home in Far Rockaway, follow-
ing a heart attack.

D. L. Fisher Funeral Held
Newton, N. J.—Funeral services

were held here for Daniel L. Fisher,
82, operator of one of the first mo-
vie houses in this section of the
state.

Pathe Contact Man in Army
Ogdensburg, N. Y.—Jack LeVein,

RKO Pathe contact man, is in active
duty for a month as press liaison
officer at the U. S. army maneuvers.

Disney Show on ChL Dual
Chicago—B & K's Apollo cur-

rently has the Walt Disney Festi-
val and "We Are Young" with scale
at 30-50c.

Knight Adds Columbus' New
Columbus, O.—The New theater

has been taken over from Lou Hol-
leb, by Harry Knight, who also op-
erates the Royal.

Weeks' "Range Busters"

Set for Aug. 27 Release

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — George W. Weeks,

president of Phoenix Productions,
has set national release of his first

picture called, "The Range Busters"
which Monogram will handle phy-
sically for Aug. 27. Weeks is mak-
ing altogether eight westerns for
Monogram and this is the first pic-

ture.

Weeks determined the release af-

ter quizzing his exchangemen in the
32 key cities concerning the most
advantageous date. At their recom-
mendation he decided to make the
picture available on Aug. 27 when
most theaters are running short of
product.
Heading the cast, Ray Corrigan,

John King and Max Terhune. Weeks
is planning to send these three stars
on a personal tour late this month
or early in September, and the plans
are having them go to cities like

Omaha, Des Moines, Salt Lake and
other cities.

Essex Cuts, Avoiding Tax
Chicago—The Essex theater on

the north side, has dropped evening
prices to 20 cents, avoiding the Fed-
eral tax. Ludwig Sussman is ex-
perimenting with a 20 cent week-
day admission and a 15 cent admis-
sion for matinees.

Augusta House for Bogos
Augusta, Ga.—Construction of a

500-seat theater, to be known as
the Lakeview, starts this week. It

will be operated by Sam and Jake
Bogo.

Loew Service Men

Assured of Jobs

(Continued from Page 1)

operation to those of its employes
who may be called to military ser-

vices of the country. Those em-
ployes who must leave their jobs and
respond to the government calls

will be welcomed back to the organi-
zation when their military service
is completed.

This policy of complete co-opera-
tion with the government's defense
plans was disclosed in a letter writ-
ten by Nicholas M. Schenck, presi-

dent, to H. Russel Gaus, M-G-M
film salesman, at Oklahoma City,
Okla.

Behind this policy affecting thou-
sands is a little human interest
story of which salesman Gaus is the
hero. Today—off there in Okla-
homa City—Gaus is a much re-

lieved and surprised young man.
Being a member of the Officers Re-
serve Corps, Gaus expects to be
called for a year's training period.
He wrote to T. J. Connors, M-G-M
home office, expressing concern as
to his job should he be called away.
Connors and W. F. Rodgers dis-

cussed the matter with President
Schenck and the following letter

—

made public in Oklahoma City—re-
sulted:

"Dear Mr. Gaus:

"Mr. Rodgers has taken up
with me the matter outlined in
your letter of the 3rd, addressed
to Mr. Connors. I am glad it

was brought to my attention and
that I am able to relieve your
mind of a worry.

"What to do about the hun-
dreds, perhaps thousands, of our
employes who may be called in-
to the various services of our
country, has been given much
thought here; it presents a prob-
lem for the individuals and for
the company.

"Quite naturally we are going
to co-operate in every way we
can and adjust our plans to
meet conditions as they de-
velop.

"Should you be called for ser-
vice, as you feel you will be,
you may take this as your as-
surance that you will be wel-
comed back to our organization
when you have completed your
military services.

"I trust this relieves your
mind; and we hope that it will
not be too long before all of us
can be back in normal activi-
ties.

"Cordially

(Signed) Nicholas M. Schenck"
When asked about his letter,

Schenck explained that "we had not-

intended making any announcement
as to our emergency policies at this
time, but since some of our em-
ployes may be worrying about the
matter, we want to set their minds
at ease. Naturally, we are going to
give our utmost co-operation to our
employes and our country."



LOS ANGELES is a BOOM TOWN
252% of normal business, two theatres, day and date

INDIANAPOLIS is a BOOM TOWN
345% of normal business

NEW ORLEANS is a BOOM TOWN"
310% of normal business

HARRISBURG is a BOOM TOWN
258% of normal business

READING is a BOOM TOWN
232% of normal business

TULSA is a BOOM TOWN
239% of normal business

ATLANTIC CITY is a BOOM TOWN
431% of normal business

CINCINNATI is a BOOM TOWN
453% of normal business

BOOM TOWN AT
ADVANCED PRICES
IS SENSATIONAL!

(As usual when the industry moves forward M-G'M leads the parade)
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FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS EXPECTED-KENT

Iowa May Seek to Slap 2% Tax on Film Rentals
State Tax Commission Of-

ficials Studying Pix Setup;
Legal Opinion to be Asked

By OTTO WEBER
FILM DAILY Staff Correspondent
Des Moines, la.—Iowa Tax Com-

mission officials are studying the

film setup in the State with a view
of slapping the Iowa personal prop-
erty use tax act on films "rented"
by the distributors and producers,
it was learned from an authoritative

source last night.

The Iowa personal property use
tax act imposes a 2 per cent tax,

based on the purchase price, "upon
the use or consumption of tangible
personal property in the state of

(Continued on Page 6)

$200,000,000 Tele

Equipment Biz Seen

Sales of television equipment will

•each $200,000,000 annually in from
ive to ten years, according to Ernest
H. Vogel, executive vice-president
Df Farnswoi'th Television and Radio
Corp. He expects this amount to

oe evenly divided between transmit-
:ing and receiving equipment.
With some $12,000,000 spent on

research in the past 15 years, Vogel
commented that when television is

(Continued on Page 6)

Majestic Radio and Tele
To Ask Curb Stock Listing

Chicago—Majestic Radio & Tele-
vision Corp., recently reorganized,
'will apply to the New York Curb
Exchange for listings of the new
^referred and common stocks. New
:apitalization consists of 80,000

(Continued on Page 7)

Scout Chaplin Will
Make Short Comedies
W est Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Representatives of Charles

Chaplin declared yesterday that a pub-
lished report that Chaplin would re-
sume making short comedies is without
foundation.

"Personal Publicity" Outbursts "Give Us
Large Pain," Says Kuykentlall in Blast

Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA prexy. fire: a scathing verbal broadside at "personal
publicity'' outbursts at the industry's expense in his latest bulletin. Says Kuykendall:

"A lot of these outbursts by ihose seeking personal publicity that Hollywood is sick,

that there are no good pictures any more because of double feature bookings, of box
office poison, that the industry has collapsed, that television will put us out of busi-
ness, and so on, gives us a large pain.

"There is nothing wrong with this business that the people in it cannot correct if

they really want to do it. Denouncing our own business in public doesn't help anybody.
Our problems and difficulties are within the business, and should be handled within
our own industry, not mishandled outside the business."

Poll Exhibs., Critics Greater Protection

On Directors, Talent For F & M Singles

For the first time in motion pic-

ture history, exhibi'-o'/s and news-
paper reviewers and critics of the
United States are being polled joint-

ly by The Film Daily to determine
the 20 Best Directors of 1939-40 and
the Best Player Performances in six
classifications.

The polls, complementing The
Film Daily's long-established Ten
Best Pictures contest, will become

(Continued on Page 6)

Berger, Former Prexy,
Quits Northwest Allied

St. Louis—Pix selected by F & M
to play the 3,000-seat Ambassador
here for its single feature which
starts with Warners' "The Sea
Hawk" on Aug. 23 will have 60

days protection in lieu of the pre-
vailing 28 days clearance for first-

runs, it is learned.
Policy further calls for a slight

advance in house prices up to 6 p.m.,

making the scale 35-50c, inclusive

(Continued on Page 6)

Minneapolis — While Al Steffes,
former prexy of Northwest Allied,
has hotly denied reports that he was
stepping out of the organization be-
cause of dissatisfaction with its new
regime, Bennie Berger, Steffes' part-
ner in a number of ventures and like-

wise a former prexy, has filed his
resignation.

In "taking a walk," Berger ex-
(Continued on Page 7)

"Pastor Hall" Won't Go
Into Picketed Theaters

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Los Angeles—Press reports from

Philadelphia that "Pastor Hall,"
James Roosevelt's first presentation
as a producer, had been booked into
a Philadelphia theater that was be-
ing picketed, were denied by Roose-
velt. Denial followed an exchange
of telegrams between himself and

(Continued on Page 6)

Ask 'Boom Town1 Admish Tilt
Tests Prove Practicability, States Rodgers

Michigan Allied to Meet
In Jackson on Oct. 7-9

Jackson, Mich.—Allied Theaters
of Michigan will hold its 1940 con-
vention here Oct. 7-9, it was an-
nounced yesterday. Board of Direc-
tors convenes on the opening day,
with the two succeeding days to be
devoted to general business sessions.

M-G-M will ask but not demand
that exhibitors increase their admis-
sion prices for "Boom Town," ac-
cording to a statement to the trade
press yesterday by W. F. Rodgers,
general sales manager.

In making the statement, Rodgers
said that the public had set the
"Boom Town" policy through its en-
dorsement in nine test engagements

(Continued on Page 3)

20-Fox Board Considers De-
cree Proposals; Comment
Withheld, Pending Action

Both Paramount and 20th Cen-
tury-Fox withheld formal declara-
tion of their stands on the consent
decree yes-
terday, with I

the escape
|

clause report-
ed to be the I

chief obstacle
|

i n reaching
an agree-
ment.
Board of

20 th Cen-
tury-Fox met
yesterday o n

the decree
but no for-

m a 1 action
was taken
ecept to advocate further negotia-

te nntiuurrl mi Pane X\

S. R. KENT

{Continued on Page 3)

Para. Cash Reported

Nearly 20 Millions

Paramount's cash position yester-
day was reported to be close to $20,-

000,000, which approaches an all-

time high. This figure is said to

represent cash on hand by the par-
ent company and all subsidiaries.

Theater Tax Receipts
In Iowa Show Decline

Des Moines, la.—The 2 per cent
sales tax collections from amuse-
ment groups in Iowa dropped dur-

(Continued on Page 6)

Ban on Jaywalking
Held Blow to B.O.

Chicago— If it isn't one thing, it's

another.
Exhibs. with houses in middle of street

blocks see a dip in the b.o. resulting

from the new ordinance which provides
for fines of from $1 to $200 for pedes-
trians who ignore traffic lights. Seems
that jaywalkers who have been in the
habit of crossing in the middle of streets

are lazy, and, forced to cross at street

intersections, patronize houses at the
corners.
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FINANCIAL
(Tuesday, Aug. 13)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7 7 7

Col. Picts. vtc. (2y2 %> 4'/4 4 4—V4
Columbia Picts. pfd. 17% 17 1/4 17V4 — l/

2
Con. Fm. Ind 7 7 7 — 1/4

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 128 124% 1243/4 — 434
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9 85/s 8% — %
Loew's, Inc 24 Vi 24 24 — 3/4
do pfd
Paramount 5% 514 5'/4 — 14
Paramount 1st pfd. 75 75 75+2
Paramount 2nd pfd. 8 7% 7% — Vs
Pathe Film 8 7Vi 7Vz — Va
RKO 25/8 2% 2% — i/

8

RKO pfd 36 35 Vi 35Vi — %
20th Century-Fox

. . 5% 5% 5% — Vs
20th Century-Fox pfd. 15 15 15 — Vi
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2'/4 2 1/4 2V4 — Vs
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/2 s46 102% 102% 10234
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3V4S47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 934 93,4 9% — Vs
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc. 33^ 3'/4 3'/4 — %
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office B!dg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45 63 Vi 65 Vi
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59 61

Two Re-Makes for Warners?
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Two re-makes loom at

Warners. One would be "Convention
City," the other "The Cockeyed
World," provided rights to the latter

c^n be secured from 20th-Fox. Raoul
Walsh again wculd direct the latter,

with James Cagney and Humphrey
Bogart.

Harrisburg, Pa.—Directors of the
Central Labor Union, affiliate of the
A F of L, have voted unanimously
to support the movement to legalize
Sunday movies in Harrisburg, ac-
cording to an announcement by Sam-
uel Rubin, president of Central La-
bor and business agent Local 188,
IATSE.
"We find," Rubin said, "that many

workers are being deprived of an
opportunity to get normal enter-
tainment because of the hours and
other conditions under which they
work. The opening of motion pic-

ture theaters on Sunday will enable
them to enjoy the wholesome enter-
tainment to be found on the screen
today."

Philadelphia — Sunday pix issue
will be voted on via referendum at
Hollidaysburg and Altoona, it is re-

ported here.

Lancaster, Pa.—District Attorney
K. L. Shirk has warned operators
of Sunday pix and vaude shows in

parks, etc., that his office expects
Sabbath observance in the future,
and that it will attempt to enforce
the Sunday laws. Warning follows
complaints relative to both Sunday
pix and vaude.

New England Interstate

Deal With Republic Set

Boston — Interstate Theaters of

New England, operating 28 houses
in Massachusetts, Vermont and New
Hampshire, has closed a deal for the
ntire Republic 1940-41 lineup.

James R. Grainger, president, and
M. E. Morey, Boston branch man-
ager, represented Republic in nego-
tiations while Edward Anson and
Harold Stoneman sat in for Inter-

state.

Nat'l Theaters Syndicate
Officers Named in Action

San Francisco—Stockholders suit

ias been filed against six officers and
directors of the National Theaters
Syndicate of California, et al., ac-

cusing them of diversion and misap-
propriation of funds, and asking
$50,000 damages.

Named in the suit are George W.
Mann, president of ths syndicate;
M. C. Sousa, vice-president; L. S.

Hamm, secretary; Dom Isabella and
W. B. David, directors and the ex-
ecutors of the will of the late Mor-
gan Walsh, the former vice-presi-

dent.

The syndicate and other defendant
corporations involved are operators
of about 20 small theaters in North-
ern California cities.

Pioneer Femme Exhib. Dead
Indianapolis—Ida M. Neall, 77, an

early operator of neighberhood the-

aters here, died in the Methodist Hos-
pital. A son, Sam Neall, operates
theaters in Kokomo and Marion, Ind.

Col., 20th-Fox, UA May
Join S. A. Broadcasts

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Columbia, 20th Cen-

tury-Fox and United Artists are

still considering plans to share time
in the semi-weekly broadcasts to

South and Latin-American countries

via NBC short wave. Recorded pro-

grams combining inside Hollywood
dope, glamour and commercial plugs

are to be broadcast over WRCA and
WNBI, recently upped to 50,000
watts each, in an effort to top short

wave propagandist programs orig-

inating in Nazi and Fascist coun-
tries.

M-G-M, Warners, RKO, Paramount
and Universal have already agreed
to participate in the two Spanish
half hours and two Portuguese half

hours each week starting in Septem-
ber. Programs will be recorded in

Hollywood and the records shipped

East.

Va. Film Censorship Pays
Record Profit of $18,635

Richmond, Va.—The annual report

of the State Board of Censorship
~hr>ws a record gross profit to the

State of $18 635.31 for the fiscal

ve?r ended June 30. last. Gross col-

lections amounted to $38,176.20.

compared with $36,540.00 for the
previous year, making' this year the

largest revenue producing 12 months
<=ince the division was organized in

1922.

The board reviewed 1,312 films

amounting to 4.000,867 feet. Three
films, namely, "Unashamed," "Wages
of Sin" and "Hitler, Beast of Ber-
lin" were rejected in toto. The lat-
l er was passed after a title change
and eliminations. In all, 26 elimina-
tions were ordered in various pic-

tures during the year.

Internal Revenue Bureau
Okays Ohio's Tax Ruling

Cleveland — Word has been re-

vived here from Washington that
when the total admission price of

?,1 cents includes the Ohio 3 per cent
gross tax, no Federal tax need be
idded. However, signs must clearly

indicate an established price of
.2037; Ohio tax, .0063 total admis-
sion 21 cents.

While the Ohio Tax Commission
had previously ruled that theaters
using this set-up are exempt from
the 10 per cent Federal tax, this is

the first local official word from the
Internal Revenue Bureau.

£2,500,000 Capitalization
Proposed for Films Bank

London (By Air Mail)—Revival
of the proposal to establish a Films
Credit Bank as a means of aiding
British production impends.
Under the plan now advanced,

Parliament would be requested to

authorize a Bank with some £2.500,-

000 capital to be made available to

the industry.

COminG and G0IDG

WILL HAYS has returned to New York.
OSCAR MORGAN, Southern division manager

for Paramount, has returned from Nashville.

HUGH BRALY, Paramount district manager ir

Dallas, is in New York.

anc
fo

LOUIS SCHINE, WILLIAM E. BENP-
NCRMA SHEARER have arrived in Sara
the races.

MAX LESSIN, Hollywood costumer, is vaca
tioning at his home in Smyrna, Del.

JOEL McCREA, his wife, FRANCES DEE, ar

their two sons, JOEL D. and DAVID THOMAS
are vacationing in Maine.

LOU MENTLIK. staff writer for the Exhibitor
leaves for the Coast this week for a vacatioi
and visit to the studios.

BUDDY DE SYLVA is due here shortly fronj
the Coast.

JOHN BARRYMORE is expected to arrive fo

day from Hollywood.

NINA ORLA, Cuban singer, leaves today fo

the Coast.

SAMSCN RAPHAELSON arrives in New Yor
i

today.

C. B. ANDREWS, Lyric Theater, Bishopvill

South Carolina; BEE RANGER, St. Louis Amuse
ment Co.. St. Louis, Mo.; MR. and MRS. G. F

McCRACKEN, Greater Amusements, Minneapoli
Minn.; MR. and MRS. M. MAPIER, Virgin
Theater, Detroit, Mich.; MR. and MRS. S. M
MAARMAN, Columbia Theater, Coldwater, Ohit

CLARENCE WAIKER, Shaw Theater, Quinc
Florida, and BERNARD PAYNE, Mohawk TJu
ater, North Adams, Mass., were visitors du
ing the past few days at the RKO World's Fa

Lounge.

NAT HOLT, of the RKO Cleveland staff,

his wife, are stopping at the Warwick whi
vacationing here.

S. A. LYNCH, R. E. GRIFFITH, RAY HICDOI
BCB ODCNNELL. E. J. SPARKS and FRAN
ROCERS are in town.

ANNE CANELLI, Columbia New Haven cas

ier, will spend a week at Gloucester.

ANGELO LOMBARDi, New Haven booker
Vitagraph, Inc., is vacationing at Atlantic Cil

Three Rochester Theaters
Seek Lower Assessments'

Rochester—Three Rochester th

aters are seeking cuts in their 19-

assessments.

Loew's Rochester Theater has a J

pealed to the Board of Assessmei
f

Review for a reduction from $1,074

200 to $850,000. The RKO Pala.

Theater wants a cut from $828,000
$532,000 and RKO Temple Theat

\

from $469,700 to $350,000.
The appeals of the Palace ail

Temple Theater ownership have i

ready been heard but no decision h
been announced by the board. T.

appeal of Loew's Rochester is yet
be heard.

Need A
Messenger?

Call

Circle 6-5314

ABBYE ERRAND
SERVICE

SPECIALIZED MESSENGERS
Experienced Dependable

Reasonable charges

by hour or trip.
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Obstacles Still

In Way of Decree

(Continued from Page 1)

ions. A statement, issued follow-

ng the meeting, read as follows:

~s 2ftth-Fox Board Meets

'".rfri board of directors of Twen-
ieth Century-Fox today considered

Urafts of the more important sec-

ions of the proposed consent decree

jjdri the pending anti-trust suit (U. S.

rersus Paramount et al). Mr. S. R.

Kent, president of the company,
stated that he expected that nego-

iations with the government would
-ontinue, and that the company
vould have no public statement to

make until the matter was finally

isposed of, one way or another."

Para. Decision Still Pending

Paramount officials declined to

nake a statement, except to indicate

hat their attitude was similar to

4Jhat of Kent's, and that no decision

lad been reached officially. A meet-

3jng of the executive committee has

ieen called for tomorrow when some
*i ction may be taken.
•'

t
However, a number of other points

*fyn the decree also are reportedly
' olding up immediate action, and an

nalysis of these objections, includ-

ing the escape clause, is expected to

>e forwarded to Washington. Rea-

sons why some of the provisions in

J '/he decree are considered not work-

ble are to be included in a memor-
ndum for officials of the Depart-

ment of Justice and the Attorney
ieneral's office.

The failure to include Universal,

Jnited Artists and Columbia in the

erms of the decree also is reported

'o be one of the factors leading
1 way from an agreement.

Executives of Paramount and 20th

entury-Fox are said to be of the

pinion that their companies will

ot be able to compete against those

distributors who, because they have

u theater affiliations, are not affect-

d by the decree.

From one source it was learned

! bat at least one of the major com-

^'
anies is willing to throw out block-

ooking and blind-selling in order

j prove that any other method of

I oing business will not be success-

! il and that block-booking will be
elcomed back.

From

THE FILM

DAILY to

Bob Hadley

Lois Brisbane

Edward L. Boniva

T T T
• • • THERE'S a saying: "Time Is Money" —and

thereby hangs a mystery tale in whi.'h iilmland's exhibition field

plays a dubiously heroic role You'll savvy just what we
mean if you'll take the trouble to peruse the movie pages

of our nation's newspapers In the overwhelming majority of in-

stances there is no way whatever tor the movie patron to

determine what time either entire shows or portions thereof com-

mence occasionally a shrewd and progressive newspaper

steps out and performs the service to its readers of telling them

via movie time clocks what is fundamentally the duty of the film

theater to tell them -—right in the theater's own ads

T T T
• • • NEWSPAPERS have manifest on myriad occasions. . .

.

that they consider movie happenings and movies themselves

as news That the press bends over backwards in behalf of

film entertaimnent can best be realized via the fact

that you can look in a newspaper 'til you're blue in the

face and never find daily or weekly listings of train or

bus times airway schedules reminders of the exact time

Blintz's Department Store stages its vierchandising events and

features or the precise departures of ferryboats for Wee-
hawken At least you won't find such info editorially

nor departmentally You'll have to get it outa adsTV
• • • IF there's any truth in the adage that Time is Money

then pix outlets should do something about making more

money via the simple expedient of telling patrons what times

they can see a specific feature attraction(s) through the day and evening

Advocacy of this is based on a fundamental of showmanship

namely, that every possible barrier to attendance should be removed

if maximum attendance is to be realized and. as a conse-

quence, maximum revenue This corner would like to have a wee

"cut" for revenue which has been lost to film houses because they

refrained from getting across through practical channels the

time the leature(s) goes on Strange is the human makeup

(or is it?) There are a helluva lot of folks who'll gaily take a

chance on winning a set of dishes but who won't take a chance

on getting into a theater in the middle of a picture they want to see

T
• • • YEP, we know all the alleged impediments exhibs.

and circuits face in signaling John Q. Public on feature

starting times but all the impediments in theory don't

stop the idea being put into practice for example, by Joe Lee

who manages matters o'er the East River for Mister Si

Fabian's pool We have before us a neat ad from a Brooklyn

nabe newspaper of last week-end clarioning the engage-

ment of ATAHT at the Brooklyn Paramount Since the news-

paper has no movie time clock Prof. Lee makes it very clear

to John Q. Public just what time ATAHT goes on during the

ensuing four days and what time the rest of the entertain-

ment does, too He even told the time required to see a com-
plete performance and also the length of time necessary to

reach the theater by subway from the nabe section of Brook-
lyn!

• • • IN the bright lexicon of the showman —"the show
MUST go on!" "Oh, yeah," retorts the patron, "but WHEN?"

M « « » *> W>

n
Boom Town" Admish

Tilt Asked by Metro

(Continued from Page 1)

last week-end, results of which, he
declared, established the picture as
an advance price attraction.

"Tests Prove Advisability"
"We are not demanding that ex-

hibitors increase prices," Rodgers
said, "but the results of these care-

fully conducted tests prove beyond
any doubt the advisability and prac-

ticability of the price increase set

up in all these engagements."
Continuing, Rodgers said:

"The fact that these engagements
topped previous record gross attrac-

tions not only in money but in at-

tendance is significant. It proves
conclusively the public acceptance of

the policy and the willingness of

theater-goers to pay these advanced
prices for 'Boom Town.' Compara-
tive figures on the first engagements
are now available on opening day,
week-end, and week-day business.

They tell the story."
In nine engagements, business for

he first few days of "Boom Town"
otalled $105,300 as against com-
narative figures for the same days
'n the same theaters of $79,655 for

"Test Pilot"; $77,521 for "San Fran-
cisco"; $75,451 for "Boys' Town";
$69,235 for "Babes In Arms"; and
$66,701 for "Northwest Passage."
The "Boom Town" test engagements
were held in the following cities:

Indianapolis, Harrisburg, Reading,
New Orleans, Atlantic City, Tulsa,

Cincinnati, and Los Angeles (two
heaters).

Tests Were Impartial
Rodgers pointed out that the tests

were conducted in a most thorough
and impartial manner. From more
Lhan 250 theaters which had signi-

fied a willingness to try out the ad-
vanced-priced policy, a group of nine

were selected for Aug. 8-9 openings.

They comprise a representative
cross-section of theaters and com-
munities.
"We set out with open minds to

find the right price policy for 'Boom
Town,' " said Rodgers. "The over-

whelming success of these first test

engagements proves that we have
found it. The public has approved
it. We are submitting the results

to exhibitors and asking them to

raise their prices proportionately.

The response of circuit buyers and
independents to date makes it ap-

parent that the policy will be adopt-

ed nationally on its merits."

Wilcox to Direct Feature
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Fred Wilcox will get

his first chance to direct a feature via

Metro's "Kathleen," with Virginia
Weidler.

(i JJBrotherly Love
New Haven — Supreme symbol of

"brotherly love": Stanley Fishman, young
son of Selig Fishman of Fishman indie

circuit, New Haven, is announcer of the
weekly half-hour radio program of Loew-
College Theater, over WICC.



TELL THE NATION!
BOOM TOWN
ADVANCED PRICE

POLICY WINS IN

TRIUMPHANT TESTS!
//



THE PUBLIC
SETS BOOM
TOWN POLICY!
M-G-M told theatre patrons that

BOOM TOWN' merited

INCREASED admission prices!

WE used great care in

SELECTING 9 test engagements

FROM coast to coast
(Los Angeles—2 theatres, Indianapolis, New Orleans, Harrisburg, Reading, Tulsa, Atlantic City, Cincinnati)

IN the first 3, 4 and 5 days

"BOOM TOWN" total gross in these

NINE engagements is

SO overwhelming [see below) that

THERE can be no question of

PUBLIC acceptance of increase

AS a nationwide policy!

THE results as we go to press:

BOOM TOWN BEATS
"Test Pilot" by $25,645

San Francisco" by $27,779

Boys Town" by $29,849

Babes in Arms by $36,065

Northwest Passage" by $38,599 jf|^

//

//

//

//

//

(In the same number of theatres

for the same number of days)

NEED WE SAY MORE! //



DAILY

Wednesday, August 14, 1940

Film Rentals Tax

Move Looms in la.

(Continued from Page 1)

Iowa, the sale of which is not sub-
ject to the Iowa retail sales tax act"
which is also a 2 per cent tax on all

retail sales made in the state.

Opinion to be Requested
It was learned the tax officials

are planning to ask for an opinion

from the Attorney General's office

whether the "rental" of the films

would make them tangible personal
property and subject to the tax.

If enforced, the tax would be seri-

ously felt by the industry in this

state, although some of the legal

minds doubt seriously whether the

films come under the act. The ex-

hibitors already pay the 2 per cent

sales tax on admission prices and
it was pointed ou the use tax would
be a "double" tax.

The tax department has inter-

preted the section of the act which
defines a "retailer maintaining a
place of business in this state" to

include "sellers who send sales

agents or representatives into the

state, either temporarily or perma-
nently who are engaged in soliciting

orders which result in sales of

tangible personal property to users
or consumers in Iowa."

Tangible Property Defined
Tangible personal property is de-

fined in the act as "tangible goods,
wares, and merchandise, and gas.

electricity and water when furnished
or delivered to consumers or users
within this state."

Under the act all sellers, coming
within the scope of the provisions

must hold a certificate of registra-

tion and file a retailer's use tax re-

turns, reporting and remitting the

two per cent use tax.

Hoffberg to Distribute

Sack's Negro Features

Future sales and physical distri-

bution of all Negro features dis-

tributed by Sack Amusement Enter-
prises will be handled in New York,
Northern New Jersey and the East-
ern territory by J. H. Hoffberg, it

was learned yesterday. Hoffberg-
concluded the deal this week with
Alfred N. Sack, head of the Sack
company.

The Sack office in New York will

be moved today into the Hoffberg
office at 1600 Broadway. Hoffberg
becomes sales director of the com-
pany under the deal, but identities

of the two firms remain separate.
Company currently has 12 Negro
features in release, with about 12
additional releases scheduled for this

WEDDING BELLS

Cincinnati - - Barbara Lohse, of

20th-Fox, will be married to Ed
Schilling Aug. 24.

Muzah In Lobby
Cleveland—Charles Raymond, Loew

district manager, has just completed in-

stallation of Muzak in the State The-
ater lobby. Theater gets a musical ser-
vice of 15-minute varied programs, con-
tinuous from 11 a.m.

Greater Protection

For F & M Singles

(Continued from Page 1)

of Federal and State taxes. All seats
for the 8:30 p.m. show will be re-
served, with scale at 50-75c. Chil-
dren's price of 15c is retained, but
juve admissions at night will be re-

stricted to balcony.
Ambassador reserved seat tickets

will be sold at various other F & M
houses, including the St. Louis
Amusement Co.'s fleet of 25 neigh-
borhood and suburban houses.

Pictures scheduled to follow "The
Sea Hawk" into the Ambassador un-
der the new policy include: "The Let-
ter," "Brigham Young," "No Time
for Comedy," "Back Street," "Gla-
mour," "Lucky Partners," "Spring
Parade," "Hudson Bay Company,"
"The Other Man," "Kitty Foyle,"
"Passport to Life," "No, No Na-
nette," and "Little Men."

Poll Exhibitors, Critics

On Directors, Talent

(Continued from Page 1)

annual events. The results of the
first polls will be published in the
forthcoming Production Guide and
Directors' Number, now in prepara-
tion.

Already hundreds of ballots have
been cast by key city and other ex-
hibitors and by leading daily news-
paper critics and reviewers. To aid
those voting, pictures directed by
individual directors during the eligi-

bility period, May 1, 1939 to April
30, 1940 appear on the ballots.

While various attempts have been
made in the past, both through the
medium of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, to ap-
praise directors' and players' work,
The Film Daily is the first to carry
the issues directly and jointly to

exhibitors and critics.

The importance of such a program
is obvious, in view of the fact that
theater operators and critics to-

gether are the industry's essential
points-of-contact with the box-of-
fice patronizing public.

E. N. Minns Developing
Automatic Projector

Louisville—Amusement Games Co.,

headed by E. N. Minns, is develop-
ing a coin operated automatic pro-
jector for early introduction.

Named Selectroslide Rep.
Portland, Ore.—Charles Conkling,

2834 N. E. Skidmore Street, has been
named as Pacific Northwest represen-
tative for Selectroslide.

$200,000,000 Tele

Equipment Biz Seen

(Continued from Page 1)

sold to the public, the system will

be close to perfection, although pro-
posed new standards will leave room
for necessary technical improve-
ments. Farnsworth plans call for
production of receivers this Fall if

standards problems have been
cleared up by that time. Within two
or three years, Vogel believes the
price of tele receivers will be re-

duced to present prices or good ra-

dio sets, providing full commerciali-
zation is permitted.
Vogel sees show business revolu-

tionized by the new medium. Per-
formers will need stage appearance,
histrionic ability and radio voice.

Rehearsals will be limited and scripts

necessarily memorized. He visual-
izes the creation of a new field for
artists measuring up to and beyond
legit standards.

Theater Tax Receipts
In Iowa Show Decline

(Continued from Page 1)

ing the first three months of this
year, with the lowest returns for the
last four quarterly reports, the tax
commission reported.
The total receipts from Jan. 1 to

March 31, amounted to $69,692 which
represented total sales of $3,484,600.
It is estimated theaters account for
85 per cent. A total of 1,406 returns
were filed during the period.

Previous quarterly reports were:
Oct. 1, to Dec. 31, 1939 $71,308 with
1,385 returns; July 1 to Sept. 30,

1939, $77,240 with 1,387 returns;
April 1 to June 30, 1939, $74,930,
with 1,486 returns.

"Pastor Hall" Won't Go
Into Picketed Theaters

(Continued from Page 1)

United Artists, distributors of the
film, in which Roosevelt specifically
forbade distributors to book this pic-

ture into any house which was being
picketed by organized labor.

"Pastor Hall" goes into the Al-
dine, Philly, now dark, on Aug. 22.

It's a Stanley-Warner house. S-W
for some months has been at odds
with the Philly musicians union
which has not restricted its picket-
ing activities to S-W houses speci-
fically involved in the original con-
troversy.

STO
Frank Phelps, Warner theaters la-

bor adviser, became a grandfather
at the week-end when a son was
born at Harkness Pavillion to his
daughter, Mrs. Inez Chambers. Baby
weighed six pounds twelve ounces,
and will be. christened James Phelps
Chambers.

HCLLyWCCD
$PCAI\ING«
= By RALPH WILK =

—HOLLYWOOD
DICHARD CARLSON, who was a er
,x and director of stage plays before com-
ing to Hollywood, has been signed by RKO
Radio for one of the two male leads in

"No, No, Nannette" which with Anna
Neagie in the title role went before the
cameras yesterday.

• •
kJAMES that confuse: Preston Foster,

' ^ Robert Preston, Preston Sturges.

• •
/*""\UR Passing Show: Fred Allen, Paul L.

^^ Asher and Dave Bender chatting on
Hollywood Boulevard; Sam Wood, Jimmy
Smith and Coach Howard Jones of the Uni-
versity of Southern California football team,
lunching at RKO.

• •
XA/E'RE wondering now that Benny Rubin
* ^ has become president of the Riverside

baseball team that will be in the California

state league in 1941 whether he will give

Harry Ruby a tryout.

• •
THROUGH inadvertence some reviews

' failed to credit Frank Skinner for the

musical score for "When the Daltons Rode."
Charles Previn should have been listed as

musical director and Harold Shumate for

the screenplay.

• •
HETE SMITH'S "Football Thrills of 1939"

' will be the M-G-M commentator's final

release in the 1939-40 series of "Special-

ties." The short will have the pigskin

highlights of the country for last year.

• •
kyjORE Passing Show: Edwin Knopf, Ted
'"' Rogers, Dick Hunt, Lou Forbes, Louis

K. Sydney, E. Mason Hopper, Leon Shamroy,
Binnie Barnes, Walter Myers watching the

Hollywood Stars in action at Gilmore field.

• •
HHILIP COHEN, prominent film attorney,

connected with Ascap for more than

20 years, has become associated with Neil

McGuire in the production of film brevities

to service the growing coin-in-the-slot pro-

jector trade. The McGuire Productions are

now completing their 21st picture for the

new medium, with Neil McGuire producing

and directing.

• •
EVERETT SLOANE, well-known in New
*~ York as a radio actor, and best known
for his work in "The Goldbergs," has been
added to the cast of Orson Welles' RKO
production "Citizen Kane." Sloane makes
the eleventh member of Welles' Mercury
Theater Players to join the cast.

• •
THE duals question will be brought to the

' people Aug. 24 via the airlanes, when
Samuel Goldwyn, Karl Hoblitzelle, presi-

dent of the Interstate circuit of Texas, Mrs.

Leo B. Hedges, president of the Parent-

Teacher's Association of Southern California,

I. E. Chadwick, Trem Carr, and Mrs. Arthur

Beck, a housewife, will discuss the problem

on CBS' "People's Program." Show which

is entirely unrehearsed will be aired at

3:00 p.m. Pacific time, and 7:00 to 7:30 p.m.

EST.
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oast Studios Start

More This Week
reviews of new fums

Coast Bureau of TUB FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Ten pictures are

scheduled to go into production this

we£j\. The line-up:

Columbia: "Alias the Lone
Wolf" with Warren William; "Pas-

sage West" and "Ghost Guns" star-

ring Bill Elliott.

At RKO-Radio: "No, No, Nanette,"
Herbert Wilcox Production, starring

Anna Neagle with Kent Taylor,

Helen Broderick, Roland Young and
ZaSu Pitts; "Three Girls and a Gob,"
Harold Lloyd Production, with Mau-
reen O'Hara.
At 20th Century-Fox: "Hudson's

Bay" starring- Paul Muni with Gene
Tierney, Virginia Field and Laird

. Cregar.
At Republic: "Melody and Moon-

light" with Johnny Downs, Barbara
Jo Allen (Vera Vague), Jane Fra-
zee, Jerry Colonna and Mary Lee.

At Universal: "Bury Me Not On
, The Lone Prairie" with Johnny Mack
Brown and Fuzzy Knight.
Ed Finney's "Silver Stallion,"

Boots and Saddles Picture, with Le-
, Roy Mason, Chief Thundercloud,
Davy Crockett and Thunder, the
Wild Horse.

Producers Releasing Corp.; "Ari-
zona Gang Busters" with Tim Mc-
Coy, Pauline Haddon, Lew Fulton
and Forrest Taylor.

Chi. Hi-Li Contest Ties

Circuits, WENR, Stoll Co.

Chicago—B & K and Harry Bala-
ban circuits are tied in with th?
WENR Hi-Li contest to be held in

j
city playground between Aug. 10
and Sept. 14, along with the J. 0.

! Stoll Co., news distributors. Ar-
rangement calls for entry blanks to
be given out with theater admis-
sions and for weekly contests on
B & K neighborhood house stages.

' Circuits will run trailers on the con-
test and WENR will contribute spot
announcements for the four-week
period.

Prizes, contributed by WENR, in-

I elude a week's trip to the New
{ York World's Fair for the winner
and an adult, 30 bicycles, $100 in

cash and 1,000 Hi-Li outfits.

Eastman's Farley Dead
Rochester. N. Y.—Walter L. Far-

ley, 57, a departmental superintend-
ent for Eastman Kodak Co., is dead
here of pneumonia. Surviving are
his widow, a son, Walter L. Farley,
Jr., of the Eastman office in Holly-
wood, Calif., and two daughters, Mrs.
Charles T. Depuy of Rochester and
Mrs. Nelson Millard of Scarsdale,
N. Y.

V
PM Recommends Pix
PM is now not only listing current

film programs in Manhattan, Brook-
lyn, Queens, Bronx, Long Island and
Westchester, but is designating all pix
recommended by its critic, Cecelia Ager.

"South to Karanga"
with Charles Bickford, James Craig,

Lull Deste

Universal 59 Mins.

ACTIONFUL MURDER MYSTERY PLAYED
AGAINST AN AFRICAN LOCALE.

The legion of action and mystery fans will

be well pleased with this low budget offer-

ing. Nicely paced direction on the part

of Harold Schuster, plus good performances

of the cast, maintain interest and suspense

right up to the end.

Dedicated to Americans in the consular

service, the film features the heroics of a

service representative, well played by

Charles Bickford. James Craig and Luli

Deste supply the love interest and Paul

Hurst does a good job in a comedy relief

part.

Virtually the entire action takes place

on the maiden run of an African express,

where the train's sponsor is murdered and

the U. S. Consul works to unravel the mys-

tery and discover which of the varied char-

acters on the train was responsible. Played

against this situation is the plight of a

mining camp at the rail head, menaced by

savages and depending on the safe arrivel

of the train for rescue. A time bomb dis-

covered on board just in the nick of time,

and a raid at a watering stop retard the

train, but it arrives in time for the passeng-

ers to help break up the native attack.

CAST: Charles Bickford, James Craig,

Luli Deste John Sutton, Maurice Moscovitch,

Paul Hurst, Abner Biberman, Ben Carter,

Frank Reicher, Addison Richards.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Marshall

Grant; Director, Harold Schuster; Original

Screenplay, Edmond L. Hartmann, Stanley

Rubin; Cameraman, James Ash; Editor, W.
Don Hayes.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY
Good.

Majestic Radio and Tele
To Ask Curb Stock Listing

(.Continued from Page 1)

shares of no par preferred, 1,500,000
shares of common with a par of one
cent per share, and $165,000 in 10-

year five per cent sinking fund de-

bentures. Underwriters are Allied

International Investing Corp., Allen
B. DuMont Laboratories, Inc. and
Automatic Products Corp. for a com-
bined fee of 82,500 shares of new
common. Five of the seven direc-

tors are connected with Paramount
interests.

Holders of the old capital stock of
$1 par were entitled to subscribe to

units consisting of 30 cents face
value of debentures and one share
of new common, upon payment of
30.4 cents per unit. The company
has already received $100,000 from
the debentures as working capital,
and $65,000 is available on call.

Walter Glen Scott, president, has
announced that 75 per cent of its

1941 radio and equipment output has
been designed and is ready for quan-
tity production. Plans call for tele-

vision coils to be made for DuMont
Laboratories and Allen B. DuMont
will supervise television-radio set
production for Majestic.

"Earl Of Puddlestone"
with James Gleason, Lucile Gleason,

Harry Davenport

Republic 67 Mins.

BEST TO DATE IN HIGGINS FAMILY
SERIES; SHOULD GO OVER SOLIDLY
WITH NABE TRADE.

Designed for the family trade, this pic-

ture neatly fits the bill in all respects. It

has lots of laughs, and the cast is good.

Picture should do much to further estab-

lish the series solidly with exhibs. The pace

is smooth and the technical aspects and

direction are all that could be asked for in

the budget classification in which the pic-

ture falls.

James Gleason, Lucile Gleason, Russell

Gleason, Harry Davenport, Lois Ranson and

Tommy Ryan portray the Higgins family.

Eric Blore, Betty Blythe, Forrester Harvey

and William Halligan give more than ade-

quate support.

Lois is pushed out of the home talent

musical show being put on by the socialite

daughter of Betty Blythe and Halligan.

Davenport gets the bright idea of turning

the Higginses into socialites with a phoney

title, and he engages Forrester Harvey for

the purpose.

Everything works out perfectly until Har-

vey gets drunk, demands more money and

threatens to expose the whole scheme.

Gleason finds out about the deception, but

withholds his knowledge because Lois has

gone back into the show and he has got-

ten a good job working for Halligan.

However, in a hilarious scene at a fancy

dress ball, Harvey spills the beans and

everything looks black. But Halligan decides

it is high time he was running his own
family and lays down the law to his wife

and sticks by Gleason despite what has

happened, with everything working out for

the best.

CAST: James Gleason, Russell Gleason,

Lucile Gleason, Harry Davenport, Lois Ran-

son, Tommy Ryan, Eric Blore, Betty Blythe,

Forrester Harvey, William Halligan, Mary
Ainslee, William Brady, Ben Carter, J. C.

Morton, A. Mather, Mary Kenyon.

CREDITS: Produced by Republic; Or-

iginal Screenplay, Val Burton and Ewart

Adamson; Cameraman, Jack Marta; Editor,

Ernest Nims.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Berger, Former Prexy,

Quits Northwest Allied

(.Continued from Pacjc 1)

pressed disapproval of the unit's set-

up and policies and was critical of

its new administration. Berger had
supported Ben Ashe for executive
secretary, but at the annual conven-
tion, the berth went to Fred Strom.
Ashe is the Berger circuit's general
manager.

Reports that plans for a new unit
were under discussion brought a re-

fusal to comment by Berger. How-
ever, it is understood that other ex-
hibs. here are likely to follow Berg-
er's example in resigning.

"Burning Question" In Ninth

Pittsburgh—"The Burning Ques-
tion," narcotics film, is in its ninth
week at the Art Cinema Theater here.

"Billy Mouse's Akwakade"
20th-Fox 7 mins.

Excellent Cartoon
One of the best Terry Toons re-

leased to date by 20th-Fox, this one
should get an appreciative reception
from audiences generally. Terry's
trained mice go through rhythmic
performances, with plenty of good
laughs resulting from their antics.

The Akwakade is almost disrupted
by a cat and a dog, but Billy Mouse
and his performers come through
triumphantly in the end with a per-
formance that awes even their mortal
enemies.

"Eskimo Trails"

(Father Hubbard's Adventures)
20th-Fox 10 mins.

Fine Short Subject
The theory of Eskimo ethnology is

the subject of the Glacier Priest's in-

vestigations in this subject. The ma-
terial is interestingly presented, and
should be of interest to any audience.
Father Hubbard makes a lengthy
trip in an Eskimo canoe to prove the
theory that Eskimos are of com-
paratively recent origin in Alaska.
Some interesting scenes are also

shown of the Eskimos' domestic lives

when driven indoors by howling gales
and snow storms.

"Unusual Occupations L9-6"
Paramount 11 mins.

Fair Novelty
Outstanding in this reel is the

coverage of the miniature battle

fleet built by a retired engineer.

The boats are controlled and their

guns fired via radio and sound waves
and the footage will interest a great
many folk. Other clips show how
damaged money is redeemed by the

Government, a welder who moulds
statuettes out of steel, a woman
who breeds and trains sledge dogs,

a collection of freak timepieces and
some shots of the Philadelphia-
Camden autogiro airmail service
from the post office roof to the air-

port.

"Florida, Land Of Flowers"
20th -Fox 9 mins.

Interesting Travelogue
Filmed in Technicolor, this short

effectively portrays the many natural
beauties and wonders of Florida, but
the material presented is too familiar
to travelogue fans to register effec-

tively. Reel shows the flora and
fauna of the state, and also has some
beach scenes. A visit to a Seminole
Indian village, the Singing Tower
with its great carillon, glimpses of

St. Augustine, and a sequence de-
voted to the Marineland Aquarium
conclude the reel. Lowell Thomas
gives an interesting commentary,
and Jack Painter's photography is

fine.

Carroll's Father Killed
Orleans, Ind. — Grant Carroll,

father of Frank Carroll, operator of
the Orleans Theater here, was killed

in a head-on-collision with a Grey
Hound bus, near French Lick, Ind.
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THE PICTURE

DRAMATIC lighting and unusual cam-

era angles are only partly responsible

for the startling beauty of modern

screen productions. It takes Eastman

negative films to do full justice to

the cameraman's wizardry— to really

complete the picture, Eastman Kodak
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GOV'T NIXES 20TH-FOX TERMS
Kuykendall to Call Exec. Conference on Decree
MPTOA Objections To Parts

Of Decree Will Be Called
To Government Attention

An immediate meeting of the

MPTOA executive committee will be

called by Ed Kuykendall, president,

for the pur-
pose of con-
ferring with
Govern-
ment officials

in connection
with the con-
s e n t decree
pr o v i sions.

D e f i n i t e

objections t o

portions
of the decree
will be stated
and if theMPTOA
group gets no
assurance from the Government that

(Continued on Page 4)

ED KUYKENDALL

Mexican Production

At Full Standstill

By MARCO-AURELIO GALINDO
FILM DAILY Staff Correspondent
Mexico, D. F.—With completion of

camera work by Producciones Fer-
nando de Fuentes on "El Jefe Maxi-
mo" (The Big Chief) at the Cine-

(Continued on Page 5)

May Need Fifth Theater
For "Brigham Young" Bow

Salt Lake City—With every seat
^old out in three theaters nine days
ahead of the world premiere of 20th-
Fox's "Brigham Young", tickets

(Continued on Page 6)

Paging Frank Buck!
Alientown, Pa.—Here's one for the

book. Adolphe Mittelmart is suing the
Wilmer & Vincent Corp., operator of
the Embassy, Easton, for damages on the
ground that the theater was negligent in

"permitting wild and vicious animals to
roam around the building while used as
a place of entertainment."

Adolphe, it appears from his complaint,
was bitten on the right leg by a rat.

NAZIS OUST
METRO'S PIX

Must Go Off All German
Screens by Tonight Under Edict

M-G-M yesterday took it for

granted that its pictures would be
banned from German screens after

tonight, although informed sources
declared the home office had not re-

ceived official notification.

News broadcasts and press dis-

patches from Berlin reported that

M-G-M's German office had been
told by the Propaganda Ministry to

cancel all contracts and to with-
draw its pictures from distribution

within 24 hours after the order was
issued.

Official explanation of the ban was
(Continued on Page 6)

Blitzkrieg Delivery

Problem Met by KRS

London (By Cable)—The intensi-

fied Nazi aerial attack upon England,
with film deliveries facing obvious
difficulties, finds the industry pre-
pared as a result of plans formu-
lated by the KRS Council.
Arrangements earlier made by in-

dividual theaters with renters for
the supply of standby programs
have been registered by the KRS

(Continued on Page 6)

By CHESTER B. BAHN

Company's Proposed Consent Decree Modifications
Found Unacceptable; D of J to Consider Question
Of Taking a Decree from Metro, Warners and RKO
Twentieth Century-Fox last night was informed by the De-

partment of Justice that its proposed modifications and amend-
ment to the pending consent decree to settle the New York

equity suit were unacceptable to the
Government.
The Department's decision, which

was reached at the conclusion of a
long conference in Washington yes-
terday, was confirmed to The Film
Daily by A. H. Feller, chief of the
consent decree division, last night
over the long distance telephone.
The rejected 20th-Fox proposals,

which included a new paragraph to

the so-called escape clause and cer-
tain other changes deemed neces-
sary, were published exclusively in

full in The Film Daily on Tues-
day.

(The company, following a board
meeting on Tuesday, issued a brief

(Continued on Page 6)

Conn. Allied Opposed

To Five-Picture Blocks

New Haven—First Allied unit to

disapprove officially of the plan to

sell pictures in blocks of five, as
provided in the proposed consent de-

cree, is Allied Theater Owners of

Connecticut. At the unit's semi-an-
nual luncheon meeting, the indepen-
dents went on record as being op-
posed to the five-picture blocks, the
consensus favoring the method of

selling' outlined in the Neely bill.

Unofficial reports from other parts

(Continued on Page 6)

"Pride" Tops $100,000
In Music Hall Week

M-G-M's "Pride and Prejudice"
knocked off several records in its

first week at the Music Hall. Hav-
ing played to some 150,000 patrons,
with the seventh day topping the
first, the picture joins the small
number to gross more than $100,000

(Continued on Page 4)

S-W, Indies Pooling in A. C.

Involves All Boardwalk 1st Runs, Some Nabes

B & K Asks Permit For
Second Chicago Televisor

Washinqton Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — The FCC has re-

ceived applications for television con-
struction permits from Balaban &
Katz Corp., Chicago; Television Pro-
ductions, Inc., Los Angeles and CBS,
Chicago and Los Angeles. B & K
(affiliated with Paramount in Du

(Continued on Page 4)

With all of the Boardwalk first-

runs as well as some nabes involved,
Stanley-Warner and Weilland-Lewis
are reported pooling in Atlantic
City.

Deal calls for the tossing into the
pool of the Warner, Stanley, Colon-
ial and Virginia by S-W and the
Apollo, Strand, Capitol and Embassy,
Ventnor and Margate by George
Weilland and Morton Lewis.
While the pooling arrangement is

(Continued on Page 5)

Exhibs. Could Buy

More Than 5 Films

Question of whether an exhibitor
would be prevented from buying
several blocks of five pictures under
the terms of the proposed consent
decree was one for debate yesterday
in exhibitor circles.

Jack Kirsch, head of Illinois Al-
(Continued on Page 4)

Willkie Short Rolling Up
Minimum of 10.000 Dates

RKO Pathe's "Information Please"
short with Presidential candidate
Wendell Willkie as a guest star has
been outranked in popularity to date

(Continued on Page 6)

But the Trade Goes
Oklahoma City, Okla.—Sad Commentary

on theater business in Oklahoma City:
The State Theater held a trade show-

ing of "He Stayed For Breakfast" late

Monday night and a larger crowd attend-
ed than had been seen in any first-run

theater during the week.
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FINANCIAL
(Wednesday, Aug. 14)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2 %)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd.. .7 7 7
Fast. Kodak 124i/

2 124 124— %
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 24 233/i 2334 — '/4
do pfd
Paramount 5% 514 5%
Paramount 1st pfd. . 73 73 73—2
Paramount 2nd pfd... 7% 7% 7%
Pathe Film 7Vi 73/8 73/8 — l/

8
RKO 25/s 25/s 25/8
RKO pfd 35'/2 35Vi 35Vi
20th Century-Fox ... 55/8 5V2 5%
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 23/8 2V4 2%
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46 101 101 101 + l/

2
Loew's deb. 31/2546.1023,4 1023,4 1023,4

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 '/4s47 863/4 8634 863,4

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45.. 63 65
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59 61

Flynn Staying With M-G-M
Chicago—Jack Flynn, M-G-M dis-

trict manager, has denied that he is

moving over to a production spot,

although he was offered such a job

by a major producer.

Petrillo, Tibbett Confer; 16 Test Campaigns Will
See Agreement ShapingUp Determine 'Caution' Angles

Following a lengthy meeting yes-
terday between James Petrillo, AFM
chieftain, and Lawrence Tibbett,
head of the American Guild of Mus-
ical Artists, in an attempt to settle
the jurisdictional differences be-
tween the two unions, Petrillo stated
that he believed they were reaching
an agreement.
He said that a proposal had been

worked out which Tibbett would dis-

cuss with the AGMA board before
he confers with Petrillo again next
week. Terms of any proposals were
not disclosed. Petrillo is seeking
to have instrumentalists in AGMA,
such as Jascha Heifetz and Efrem
Zimbalist. brought under the juris-

diction of the AFM, which has juris-

diction over all other union music-
ians.

Petrillo has already issued instruc-
tions which will prevent recordings
and radio appearances by a number
of the instrumentalists involved af-

ter Labor Day.

Westinghouse Net Soars;
11% Bonus for Employes

East Pittsburgh — Westinghouse
Electric & Mfg. Co. announces that
for the seven months ended July 31,
company's net profit was $11,592,448
after charges and taxes, or $4.34 a
share on combined preferred and
common. This compares with $7,-

112,628, or $2.66, in the seven
months ended July 31, 1939.
Company will pay employes a

wage adjustment bonus of 11 per
cent in August as compared to 14
per cent in July, 15 per cent in June,
eight per cent in August, 1939, and
one per cent in August, 1938.
Bonus is based upon earnings of

$5,036,889 for the three months
ended July 41. This equals $1.88 a

share on combined preferred and
common as against $3,546,186, or
SI. 33. for the quarter ended July 31,

1939.

Monogram Buys Interest

In Its Seattle Exchange

Monogram has purchased the stock
of A. M. Goldstein in Monogram Pic-
tures of the Northwest, Inc., there-
by giving the parent company a half
interest in the Seattle-Portland
franchise. Monogram will operate
the company in conjunction with
Monogram Pictures of California,
Inc., of which Howard Stubbins is

president. W. Ray Johnston, Mono-
gram president, will become a mem-
ber of the board.

Johnston returns to New York to-

day after having completed produc-
tion plans for the new season.

Safety Rule Checkup On
In Maine Film Theaters

Augusta, Me. — State Insurance
Department inspectors are making
the rounds of all theaters for a
check-up on compliance with new
safety rules.

Hal Roach this week is giving
"Captain Caution" test engagements
in 16 cities. Test runs were launched
to determine the best selling angles
for the picture, a different type of

campaign having been put over in

each situation.

Cities in which the test engage-
ments are being offered are Atlanta,
Baltimore, Cleveland, Houston, Kans-
as City, Louisville, Pittsburgh, Prov-
idence, Rochester, Seattle, Syracuse,
Norfolk, Reading, Harrisburg, Day-
ton and Portland, Me.

National campaign on the picture

gets under way Sept. 1.

Roach has completed the five pic-

tures for which he was committed
this season in addition to two Laurel
and Hardy comedies.

Marcus Loew's Theaters
Biz Ahead for 11 Months

Toronto — Summer business of

Marcus Loew's Theaters, Ltd., own-
ers of the Loew's and Uptown The-
aters, has been good and operations
for the first 11 months of current
fiscal year were on a par or a little

ahead of like period of fiscal year
ended Aug. 31, 1939. Results for

the full year, despite increased taxa-
tion, are expected to closely approxi-
mate last year when net earnings
were equal to $18.51 a share on 7 per
cent $100 par preference stock.

Policy announced in December,
1938, of clearing away arrears on
preferred by quarterly payment of

$1.75 a share in addition to regular
quarterly dividend will be continued
so long as it is possible to secure
permission of Foreign Exchange
Control Board.

Lou Pollock's Mother Dies
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Los Angeles—Mrs. Pauline Pol-

lock, wife of Max and mother of
Louis Pollock, Universal Eastern ad-
vertising manager, died at the Cedars
of Lebanon Hospital Tuesday night.
Also surviving her are a daughter,
Ethel and another son, Benjamin.
Louis Pollock flew to Los Angeles
yesterday for the funeral.

Howard - Coogan Break Records
Chicago—Eddy Howard and Jackie

Coogan on the stage of the JLS
Oriental are breaking house records.
With over 70,000 admissions for the
week, Howard will be held over for
a second stanza.

'Boom Town' Held in Seven
Of Nine Key Engagements

"Boom Town" will stay a second
week in seven of its nine key city

test engagements at advanced prices,
it was announced by Metro's home
office yesterday. At the same time,
it was said that eight second-week
holdovers had been registered by "I
Love You Again."
"Boom Town" stays on in Reading,

Harrisburg, New Orleans, Indian-
apolis, Cincinnati and Los Angeles;
pix is playing two houses in the last
named city.

COfllllKi and G0II1G

HERBERT J. YATES arrives on the Coast to-
morrow via several stops in the South.

ART SCHMIDT, publicity manager for Metro,
is in Washington.

GEORGE ABBOTT arrives today from the Coast
on the TWA Stratoliner.

COL. H. A. COLE, president of Allied, ar-
j

rives today from Dallas.

JACK KIRSCH, head of Illinois Alliec dves
tonight for Chicago.

W. RAY JOHNSTON, Monogram prexy, and
TREM CARR, arrive here today from the Coast.

WYNNE GIBSON is due here tomorrow from
Hollywood.

HUNT STROMBERC leaves the Metro studios
today for a vacation in Canada.

HARRY M. KALMINE, Warners' Pittsburgh
office head, is at the Warwick.

BILL MANSELL, branch manager for Warners
in Phi Hy , returned there yesterday after con-
fabs at the home office.

LYNN STARLING and HOWARD GREENE
writers, have arrived here from the Coast tc

discuss production of a new play they have
written.

RAMON NOVARRO is in Massachusetts f

an appearance with a stock company.

MADELEINE CARROLL left for the Coast fas*

night following completion of Paramount's loca-

tion work in Virginia on their forthcoming film

"Virginia."

SELENA ROYLE arrives here tomorrow fron
Hollywood.

Grainger In Memphis
For Republic Regional

Memphis — Republic's Southeri
Regional Sales Meeting gets undei
way today at the local Peabody Ho
tel, with Prexy James R. Graingei
wielding the gavel. Grainger arrivec

here yesterday from the home office

via Washington where he made
short stop-over, and expects to leavi

for New York by plane Saturday
morning.

The local regional will be attendee

by William G. Underwood ancj

Claude C. Ezell, Dallas franchisi

holders; Lloyd Rust, manager of th<

Dallas office; Arthur C. Bromberg
Southeastern franchise holder; Henr;
Glover, Atlanta branch manager
Harold Laird, Tampa manager; J

H. Dillon, Charlotte manager; L. V
Seicshnaydre, New Orleans brand
manager; William M. Snelson, Mem
phis branch manager; and Sol Da
vis and Morris Loewenstein, Okla
noma City franchise holders.
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Here's the News/

"BOOM TOWN" advanced price engagements

HELD over and continuing phenomenal success at

INDIANAPOLIS, New Orleans, Harrisburg, Reading

LOS Angeles (two theatres), Cincinnati and

WATCH the papers for more

!

"BOOM TOWN" is the industry's front page news!

"PRIDE And Prejudice" held over 2nd Week in

RADIO City Music Hall summer-record run!

"I LOVE You Again" fulfills M-G-M prophecy:

HAPPY customers — happy box-offices

!

IT'S a sensation wherever it plays and

JOINS the parade of M-G-M hold-over hits!

"STRIKE Up The Band" is the talk of Studioland-

M-G-M's Rooney-Garland musical tornado is

ALREADY picked for the top grosser of 1940-41

!

GOOD morning, isn't it a lovely day!
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MPTOA Execs, to

Confer on Decree

{Continued from Page 1)

changes in favor of the independent
exhibitors will be granted, Kuyken-
dall will call a mass meeting of in-

dependents.
Kuykendall's decision to call a ses-

sion of the executive committee fol-

lowed another plea by Max A. Cohen,
president of the New York MPTOA
unit, for a mass meeting this week
because of recent developments in

proposals and counter-proposals rel-

ative to the decree. Cohen sent a
telegram to Kuykendall Tuesday and
received assurance from the latter

yesterday morning that action would
be taken.
Cohen said he was fearful that

unless pressure was brought, the
industry would be forced into Gov-
ernment regulation. Kuykendall de-

clared the MPTOA would not accept
any settlement that would be detri-

mental to the independent exhibitors.

Kuykendall is polling members of

the executive committee as to time
and place of the meeting. It is

understood the parleys will be held
either in New York or Washington.

Exhibs. Could Buy More
Than Five Features

{Continued from Page 1)

lied, declared in New York yester-

day that there was nothing to pre-

vent him, in the event that the de-

cree became effective under the pres-

ent provisions, to buy 15 pictures
in three blocks of five each. Lou
Phillips, Paramount attorney, agreed
there was nothing to prevent such a

transaction provided, of course, a
company had 15 pictures ready for

trade showing at one time.

Phillips pointed out that an ex-
hibitor could not be sold one block
on the condition that he buys two
others. But if three blocks of five

were completed, trade shown and
available, an exhibitor could take
advantage of the situation, he said.

Other sources indicated that such a
condition was rare. Kirsch was of

the opinion that most companies had
at least 10 pictures ready for the
subsequent-runs at all times.

"Pride" Tops $100,000

In Music Hall Week
(Continued from Page 1)

for a week at the Hall. Additionally
it was the biggest non-holiday attrac-
tion for the year and the biggest
August grosser in the eight-year his-

tory of the house. Second week starts
today.

WEDDING BELLS

Engagement of Harry Kugel,
cashier of the New York M-G-M ex-
change, to Ruth Feiring has been an-
nounced.

ALONG THE

with PHIL M. DALY;
T T T

• • • OUR Hollywood scouts pass word 'cross-continent

that the first o'eight westerns which George Weeks is producing

on his own for physical distribution by Monogram is a very

neat opus It's titled "The Range Busters" and brings to the

screen a new and decidedly promising player one John King

Unusually reliable channels aver that young Mister King

"is a knockout" and among his vital assets happen to be a

swell screen personality plus an excellent singing voice —So

much, then, for the vehicle and its luminary

Y V Y
• • • WHAT we started out to say anent "The Range

Buster" and its scheduled seven sisters is specifically that

the Weeks group for Mono, release should fill the bill

of many an outlet for the obvious reason that George Weeks
having long and successfully served in the sales end

of the industry knows intimately what Mister Exhib. needs

and wants in the entertainment line

T
• • • THAT merit hath its reward was demonstrated yes'day

when U's h.o. staff brushed work aside temporarily

to rousingly congratulate Ethel Black, purchasing dept. aide on her

25th anniversary with the company She was greeted by Charles

D. Prutzman. v.p. and general counsel and by Vice Prexy Mat-

thew Fox, Treasurer Sam Machnovitch, and Secretary Peyton Gibson

Then, on behalf of Board Chairman J. Cheever Cowdin and

Prexy Nate Blumberg the institutional Miss Black was presented

with a check from the firm in appreciation of her long and loyal

association with the company We know that she couldn't have

spent any portion of the gift until the afternoon 'cause the "U"

staff even gave her a surprise luncheon party

Y Y Y
• • • Q's and A's: Who really hatched that new dance,

"The Donald Duck Doodle"? Ans.—Rutgers RKO Neilson

... • Is the patriotic song, "The Ramparts We Watch"
(from the music score of the M of T production) gonna be

published? Ans.—Yep, Sam Fox Publishing Co. is doin' it

... • How d'ya think the Paramount Pep Club's baseball team
would fare in a tussle with the well-drilled West Point nine

Ans.—They'd fare better'n fair,—'cause they walloped the latter

5-3 on the latter's diamond this past week-end ... • Please,

if the erudite and regal Radio City Music Hall refers to its

classic dancers as the "Corps de Ballet," why doesn't it refer to

its classic publicity department as the "Corps de Bally-hoo"?

Ans.—It's just an oversight

T T
• © • Don "Popikoff" Tannen, recently featured in Ed Wynn's
"Hooray for What" at the Winter Garden and on the Rudy Vallee

Program with Lou Holtz and Carmen Miranda will leave in the

autumn for the Coast to play a part in Bob Hope's forthcoming

picture (currently he's sojourning at the Takanassee Hotel, Fleisch-

manns, N. Y.) . . . • You can bet all the tea in China (or any
other kinda ware) that film notables will be out in force to

attend this afternoon's preview of the paintings created in Hollywood
by nine American artists during the filming of Walter Wanger's
"The Long Voyage Home" The exhibit will open to the public

tomorrow and be on tap daily through Sept. 10, excepting Satur-

days and Sundays Galleries of The Associated American Artists,

711 Fifth Ave is the venue

« « « »> » *

DATE BOOK
Aug. 18: AMPTO of Western Pennsylvania out-

ing, Herman Farm, Carnegie.

Aug. 20: Northern Penn. Get-Together, Con-
neaut Lake Hotel.

Aug. 21 : Screen Publicists Cuild convention,
Hollywood.

Aug. 21 : Baltimore Variety Club Chesapeake
Bay cruise.

Aug. 21-23: Fox Intermountain Theater- n-
ager convention, Cosmopolitan Hotel, I. ?er.

Aug. 23: Washington Variety Club golf tourna-
ment, Manor Club, Norbeck, Md.

Aug. 23: Cleveland Variety Club golf tourna-
ment, Crantland Country Club.

Aug. 23: Rocky Mountain Screen Club picnic,
Evergreen.

Aug. 22-24: National Television Convention,
Roosevelt Hotel, Hollywood.

Aug. 25: Pittsburgh Variety Club outing, Camp
O'Connell, Warrendale.

Aug. 26: Indianapolis Variety Club golf tourna-
ment, Broadmoor Country Club.

Aug. 27-28: West Virginia Managers Asso-
ciation convention, Greenbrier Hotel, White
Sulphur Springs.

Sept. 4-5: Commonwealth circuit convention.
Hotel President, Kansas City.

Sept. 5: Atlas Corp. stockholders meeting,
Wilmington, Del.

Sept. 12-14: Biological Photographic Association
convention, Hotel Schroeder, Milwaukee.

Sept. 13: Philadelphia Variety Club-The Exhibi-
tor golf tournament, Philmont Country Club.

Sept. 16: Cincinnati Variety Club golf tourna-
ment.

Sept. 25-27: New Jersey Allied convention,
President Hotel, Atlantic City.

Oct. 7-9: Michigan Allied convention, Jackson.
Oct. 26: Cinema Lodge, B'nai B'rith, banquet,

Hotel Pennsylvania.

Nov. 11: A F of L convention opens, New
Orleans.

Nov. 21 : Motion Picture Associates ball, Hotel
Astor.

Dec. 12: Philly Variety Club dinner Bellevue
Stratford.

B & K Asks Permit For
Second Chicago Televisor

(Continued from Page 1)

Mont Laboratories) already has one
Chicago permit.

It is reported that Du Mont equip-
ment is scheduled for the CBS Chi-
cago station and General Electric
for Los Angeles. Television Pro-
ductions application is for a relay
transmitter.

Pearce, Film Pioneer, Dead
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—George C. Pearce, 75,

veteran film and stage actor, is dead
here, following a two weeks' illness

at Cedars of Lebanon Hospital. De-
ceased was one of the first stage
stars to turn to films, coming to Hol-
lywood to work in the old Biograph
studio and appeared in numerous
pioneer films, including "The Birth
of a Nation." His last film appear-
ance was in "You Can't Take It With
You."

STORKS!
Tulsa, Okla.—It's a boy the stork

brought to the family of C. A. Van
Doeren, Altec service engineer.

Samuel Rosen, of Rosen Film De-
liveries, and of the Strand, Winsted
and Stuart, Lakeville, Conn, is the
father of a six and one-half pound
baby girl, his fourth child.
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LJOOPLA in Denver incident to the world

' '— ttiiere of Ed Small's "Kit Carson"
will ..-.act a sizable Coast contingent. In

the producer's party will be Carole Landis,

Victor Mature, Anita Louise, Simone Simon,

Fay Wray, Muriel Angelus, Bruce Cabot,

Olympe Bradna and Jack La Rue, in addi-

tion to Jon Hall, Lynn Bari, Harold Huber,

Dana Andrews, Ward Bond, William Farnum,
Raymond Hatton and others who fill im-
portant roles in the pix.

With special excursion rates promised

by railroads, bus and air lines and with or-

ganizations such as the Denver Chamber of

Commerce, the Denver Retail Merchants
Association and the Rocky Mountain Screen

Club actively participating in arrangements,

it is anticipated that more than 50,000
people will be lured to Denver.

•
TWENTIETH-Fox has purchased "Ready,
' Willing and Beautiful," by Robert Hop-

kins, Karl Lunberg and Darrell Ware, as a

vehicle for Betty Grable, to follow "Tin Pan
Alley" on her schedule. The story con-
:erns a South American general who be-
:omes involved with a traveling girl show.

• •
r^HARLES STARRETT has added twin^ chestnut two-year-olds to his stable

>f horses. Twins, a comparative rarity in

he equine world, will enable the western
»tar to do even harder riding than here-
ofore, without strain to the mounts. Star-

ett has started training the two youngsters
or picture work.

• •
"THE FATHER TAKES A WIFE," original

' comedy by Dorothy and Herbert Fields,

las been purchased by RKO and Fields also

as been signed to adapt the story to the

creen.

• •
rPENCER TRACY has been assigned to
J the title role in Metro's "Dr. Ephraim
vlacDowell," replacing James Stewart, who
vas originally scheduled for the picture;

t will go before the cameras after Tracy
ompletes "The Yearling."

• •

JOHN SUTTON, new Darryl Zanuck find,
J

will assume the role originally intended
or Richard Greene in "Hudson's Bay."

• •
kJETRO has acquired "The Female of the
Vl

Species," by Edmund L. Hartmann,
or Myrna Loy, disclosing that she will ap-
ear as the wife of a college psychology
rofessor.

• •
SABEL JEWELL and Cornell Wilde have

been assigned important roles in Warners'
Santa Fe Trail," starring Errol Flynn and
•livia de Havilland. Wilde, a former inter-

ollegiate fencing champion and Olympic
wordsman, will make his screen debut in

Se
new film, which is being directed by

ichael Curtiz.

• •
EO TOVER, ace Paramount cameraman

" who recently completed filming "The
'uarterback" and "Victory," was handed
new year's contract by the studio.

Mexican Production

At Full Standstill

{Continued from Page 1)

matografica Latino Americana, S. A.
(CLASA) plant, and on Producciones
Tilghman's initial venture, "El Dia
Del Juicio" (Judgment Day) at the
Azteca studios, the local studios were
left completely idle.

Out of four plants that were work-
ing regularly 18 months ago, no
more than two have been able to
keep open for the past 12. The stu-
dios of the Compania Nacional Pro-
ductora de Peliculas, first built local-

ly, have been razed recently to make
way for a new residential develop-
ment, while the Mexico Films plant,

the property of Jorge Stahl, was
forced to close shop more than a
year ago for lack of business.

Repeated efforts to obtain the
financial backing of the Mexican
Government for the native film in-

dustry have proved unavailing so

far, despite the fact that such a
backing has been promised more
than once. Two banking companies
have been organized recently by pri-

vate interests for the exclusive
financing of picture production but
both have shown themselves hesitant
due to the uncertainty created by the
political situation here and the forth-
coming presidential inauguration.
However, the continued conflict in

Europe and the fact that theater
building is still booming, with sev-
eral new houses going up and many
others being renovated all over the
country, are seen as holding a ray
of hope for the recovery of the
gravely ill native picture industry.
Producers and workers alike are con-
fident that a scarcity of pictures
will soon be felt which will make it

indispensable for them to provide
Mexican-made ones for the nation's
screens.

They're Still Changing 'Em
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Add title changes:

From "The Cisco Kid Seeks Ro-
mance" to "Ride On, Vaquero" at
20th-Fox; from "Her Temporary
Husband" to "Without Her Hus-
band's Consent" at Warners; from
"The City That Never Sleeps" to

"Reaching for the Sun" at Para-
mount.

Wcrirouses Building a Second
Forrest Grove, Ore.—Ground has

been broken here for a $30,000 the-
ater and business building for F. A.
and D. F. Watrous, owners of the
Grove Theater. New house will have
single feature policy.

Free Dance Lessons
Milwaukee—Free rhumba and LaConga

lessons are being offered on the stage
of the Riverside Theater here each Thurs-
day night by the Arthur Murray Dancers.
Prizes are given all participants. The
attraction is in addition to the regular
Monday night Amateur Show at the
house.

MYERS WILL
BE HONORED

New Jersey Allied Sets Banquet

as Conclave Feature

A testimonial banquet in honor
of Abram F. Myers, general counsel
of national Allied, will be a highlight

of the 21st
annual con-
vention of Al-
lied of New
Jersey in At-
lantic City on
Sept. 25-27.

The New
Jersey unit's

conclave this

year will
have a na-
tional aspect,
a large at-

tendance ex-
pected from
all other

state units, according to the conven-
tion committee.
Manufacturers and supply dealers

are preparing to trade show latest

developments in equipment.

ABRAM F. MYERS

Atlantic City Pool

Involves S-W, Indies

(Continued from Page 1)

said to stem directly from the eco-
nomic situation in Atlantic City, re-
garded as heavily over-seated and
with seasonal trade off, the trade
regards the deal as a prelude to
what will happen if and when there
is block-of-five selling under any
equity suit consent decree.
Terms of the deal are said to pro-

vide which houses will close during
the poor season, where the pictures
will be played for greater returns,
correction of clearance problems,
etc. Merger is also said to be a
trial, with option of renewal.
An operating committee composed

of Joseph Bernhard, general man-
ager, Warner theaters, and George
Weilland, with the possibility of Ted
Schlanger, Philadelphia S-W zone
head, and Mort Lewis acting as al-

ternates has been reported. No
other changes are expected.

Lang on "Western Union"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Fritz Lang will direct

20th-Fox's "Western Union."

Fleischer Asks Tax Relief
Miami, Fla. — Fleischer Studios,

Inc., has filed a circuit court action
seeking relief from $1,243.80 in
taxes. The complaint points out
that in 1933 the state adopted a con-
stitutional amendment exempting all

motion picture studios coming into
Florida from taxation for 15 years.

NEET I*<G»NTY
s
,

qu|RE ,

"One of the surprise successes of the season!"

—EVARTS ZIEOLER, Esquire

"I can't see anyone failing to like that handsome
bum McGinty. Audience breathless with laughter!"

—GEORGIA CAMPBELL, Town and Country

"Gives Paramount one of its most promising prop-

erties of the season!" —DAILY VARIETY

¥HI CHEAT
Me eiNTY //
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U. S. Considers Consent Decree for Three Majors
Position of Paramount Is

Still to be Clarified, In

Opinion of Justice Dept.

(.Continued from Page 1)

statement to the effect that Presi-

dent Sidney R. Kent expected nego-
tiations to continue, and that, for the

time being, it would have no pub-
lic statement to make).

Expect 20th-Fox to Fight

Thurman W. Arnold, Assistant
Attorney General and head of the

D of J's anti-trust division, and his

associates in charge of the prosecu-
tion of the equity suit now take the
position, it is understood, that at

least for the time being Twentieth-
Fox must be listed with those de-

fendants electing to fight the action

to a finish in the courts.

As outlined to The Film Daily
last night, the Government will con-
sider the question of taking a de-

cree from the three majors which
have signified their acceptance of

the consent decree draft submitted
more than a week ago and first

published in full in this newspaper
on Wednesday, Aug. 7.

The three companies are Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer, Warner Bros, and
RKO Radio. The Government be-

lieves it unlikely that any or all

will be influenced by the failure of

Twentieth-Fox to "go along," it is

reported, although confirmation is

lacking.

The position of Paramount in the

matter is yet to be clarified, as the

Department of Justice views it. The
proposals rejected by the Depart-
ment were essentially those of

Twentieth-Fox, it was explained, al-

though Paramount was merely rep-

resented as agreeable to them.

Para. May Decide Today
Paramount's course of action may

be determined or advanced at today's
scheduled meeting of its executive
committee, of which Stanton Grif-

fis is chairman.

Assuming that Twentieth-Fox will

be adamant in its own rejection of

the draft acceptable to Metro, War-
ners and RKO, it was stated at the
Department of Justice that he Gov-
ernment will promptly resume prose-
cution of its case against that com-
pany and the so-called Little Three

—

United Artists, Universal and Co-
lumbia—on Oct. 7.

In any event, it was reported that

the Government has no intention of

dropping its attack in the instance
of the three latter companies and that

it has been preparing its case in

the interval since the last adjourn-

Ah-h-h-h-h! ! !

West Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Holylwood

—

On the marquee of the

Oriental Theater:
"If I Had My Way"

"Nothing But Love Baby."

ALL METRO PIX OFF NAZI SCREENS
Company Ordered to Cancel All Contracts; Given 24 Hours to

Withdraw Its Prints

(Continued from Page I )

not made, but it is understood that
Nazi resentment of M-G-M's produc-
tion of "The Mortal Storm" was the
reason for the action.

Dave Blum, head of the company's
foreign publicity department, told
the press that M-G-M had been
warned against the making of "Es-
cape" and "The Mortal Storm" under
penalty of having its pictures ban-
ned from German screens.

Metro has shipped no features to

Germany since Aug. 2, 1939 when
"Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever"

was dispatched.

Inquiry yesterday established that

Paramount was still functioning in

Germany, the only American major

left. Twentieth-Fox recently was
slapped down by Nazidom.

Allied of Conn. Opposed
To Five Picture Blocks

(.Continued from Page 1)

of the country indicate that inde-
pendent operators are opposed to
the consent decree plan for selling.

In a number of situations, it is re-

ported that the indies prefer block-
booking to the five-picture sugges-
tion.

Atlanta House Opening
Atlanta, Ga. — The new Garden

Theater, at 3827 Peachtree Road, will

open tomorrow. The new house will

be operated by Grant & Fairview.

ment. That forecasts resumption
of trial before Federal Judge Henry
W. Goddard on Oct. 7.

Asked whether the Department of

Justice had received any communi-
cation from national Allied, follow-
ing the meeting of its executive
committee in Washington this week,
Feller told The Film Daily that
there had been no "official" commu-
nication.

Meeting of Allied directors con-
tinued yesterday but absolute silence

prevailed concerning the discussion.

Allied Said Agreeable
Inquiry in other quarters, however,

indicated that Allied found the draft
before the Department generally ac-

ceptable. However, two units of

national Allied—Northwest Allied
and Connecticut Allied—are critical

of the blocks-of-5 provision contained
in it.

The Department, it is understood,
is very anxious to ascertain the rea-

sons for such a stand.
It was learned in Washington last

night that the proposed draft is re-

garded by the Government as just

that, and that in all probability
when and if a decree is presented
to Judge Goddard, there may be
departures. Some, of course, would
be dictated by the fact that only
three companies presumably were
"taking a decree."
Meeting with the Assistant Attor-

ney General in addition to Feller yes-
terday were James F. Hayes, Robert
Sher and Robert L. Wright, all spe-
cial assistants and engaged in the
direction of the suit's prosecution.

May Need Fifth Theater
For "Brigham Young" Bow

(Continued from Page 1)

went on sale at a fourth house yes-
terday for the debut showing 'on

Aug. 23. A fifth theater is being
held in reserve to handle the de-
mand for tickets, selling at $1.10.

Houses sold out solid are the Cen-
tre, Paramount and Capitol. Tickets
are now selling at the Utah.

After the premiere performance,
"Brigham Young" will continue its

run here in the Centre, with admis-
sions upped 25 per cent for matinees
and 33 1-3 per cent for night shows,
plan advanced currently by Metro
for its "Boom Town."
The City Council has voted a spe-

cial appropriation to decorate the
town, and advertising, exploitation
and publicity have hit a new high in

this city for the premiere of a pic-

ture, with every possible medium in

use.

Terrell Leaves Warners
For Loew Berth in D. C.

Dan Terrell takes over tomorrow
as successor to J. Raymond Bell as
Loew's publicist in Washington, Bell
coming into the home office. Terrell
for the last five years has been as-
sistant to Frank La Falce, Warners
publicity head in Washington.

"Chandu" Rights to Lewis
Acquisition of world rights for ex-

hibition and televising of "Chandu
and the Magic Isle" by P. S. Lewis,
American Trading Association, has
been announced. Sol Lesser was the
producer. Lewis has also acquired
foreign distribution rights to three
westerns featuring Dorothy Page, it

was announced.

Second Fishman Closing

New Haven — Fishman Theaters,
Inc. have closed the 500-seat Apollo
Theater for an indefinite time, after
placing the house on a three-a-week
schedule for the Summer. The 500-
seat Winchester, operated by Fish-
man, is also closed.

Blitzkrieg Delivery

Problem Mel by KRS

(Continued from Page 1)

with a view to ensuring that* r ch
\

theater has one stand-by pro& i
ram

available with which to meet an
emergency.

All current bookings of such
stand-by programs are being
checked by the KRS and registered
so that the most economical use of
prints may be made.
The terms and conditions of all

bookings continue in matters for ar-

rangement between individual ex-
hibitors and the distribs.

The original proposal for the set-

ting up of film "dumps" from which
films could be drawn has been found
impracticable as a general way of

meeting the situation; but in Scot-

land owing to the difficulties of the
area a plan of decentralization has
been adopted.
Under this plan, a film supply

center has been set up in each ot

the five regional areas, and films

will circulate within each area unti'

a normal system of supply is re-.

established.

It is proposed that the distribu-

tion of films within each area sha!
be effected by a representative of

the exhibitors and a representative

of the distribs.

Willkie Short Rolling Up
Minimum of 10,000 Dates

(Continued from Page 1)

in the short subject field by onlj

two Disney subjects, it was statec

yesterday by Harry Michalson, hea<

of the RKO short subjects depart
ment. ' It was estimated the shor
would have at least 10,000 booking:

in this country, with 200 prints nov
in use and 100 additional print; a

ordered to meet the demand.
Demand for the short was sai<

'

to be double that of any previou: I

subject released in this series. A:,

exclusively published in The Filr
Daily on July 31, a new short wit!

Willkie will be made shortly for re

lease about Sept. 27. It is plannei

to pre-release a number of print \

throughout the country a wee:

earlier.

Patchen to Pueblo Post

Oklahoma City, Okla. — E. ^j
Patchen, until recently advertisin;

manager for Standard Theater
Corp., has been named manager o

the Chief Theater in Pueblo, Cole

And Got It?
Lansing, Mich.—On the marquee of

Harvey Cochrane's Plaza Theater:
"You Can't Take It With You"

"They Asked for It."



T»

Thursday, August 15, 1940
DAILY

A \ REVIEWS OF TH€ n€UJ FILHIS -V ,V

'Oklahoma
Renegades'

:

with Bob Livingston, Raymond Hatton,

Duncan Renaldo

Republic 57 Mins.

ACTION-CRAMMED WESTERN IS ONE
OF— IT TO DATE IN THE THREE MES-
QU,.-£R SERIES.

Latest of the three Mesquiteer series to

be released by Republic, this one is replete

with fast riding, gun fighting and good old

bar room brawling, in a style that will cer-

tainly please the most exacting of the west-

ern fans. The story, laid at the end of the

Spanish-American war, has been made plaus-

ible, and the direction of Nate Watt keeps

the action rolling continuously.

Bob Livingston, Raymond Hatton and Dun-

can Renaldo, currently appearing in the

series together as the Mesquiteers, are sup-

ported by Lee White, Florine McKinney and

William Ruhl, who handles the chief vil-

lain's role. Outdoor locations are interesting

and the photography is good.

The Mesquiteers write a letter to the

buddies they fought with in the war to come

out to Oklahoma and settle in a new region

opened up by the government for soldiers

to homestead. Naturally, the cattlemen

don't want any nesters on their rangelands,

and trouble immediately ensues. There are

numerous shootings and plenty of skull-

duggery before everything is straightened

out and the villains disposed of so a peace

can be brought about between the home-

steaders and the cattlemen.

CAST: Bob Livingston, Raymond Hatton,

Duncan Renaldo, Lee White, Florine Mc-
Kinney, William Ruhl, Al Herman, James

Seay, Eddie Dean, Harold Daniels, Jack Les-

coulie, Frosty Royse.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Harry

Grey; Director, Nate Watt; Screenplay,

Earle Snell; Original Story, Charles Condon;

Cameraman, Reggie Lanning; Editor, Tony

Martinelli.

DIRECTION, Fast. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

-

Martin Circuit Planning
New Lake City Theater

Lake City, Fla.—Gilbert Goldwire,
manager of the two local Martin the-

aters announces that one of the pres-
ent houses will be abandoned after

the completion of a new $50,000
structure to be erected by the Mar-
tin chain. The company now has
under construction five houses in

different parts of the state. The
houses now operating are the De-
Soto and the Grand.

Schultz-RKO Two-Year Deal

Schultz Commonwealth Circuit of
Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Arkan-
sas will play RKO Radio's entire
1940-41 and 1941-42 productions, by
a deal just closed through RKO Ra-

*dio Midwestern District Manager
Walter Branson with the co-opera-
:ion of T. R. Thompson, branch man-
ager of Kansas City.

Dcrtlowe Edits "Chemineau"
Robert Mintz has engaged Sam

Datlowe to cut and edit the French
rim, "Le Chemineau."

"The Secret Seven"
with Bruce Bennett, Florence Rice, Barton

McLane
Columbia 62 Mins.

CRIME MELLER WITH UNUSUAL AN-
GLE IS GOOD PROGRAM FARE FOR THE
NABES.

Using an interesting scientific angle, this

crime meller has a different touch, and it

should prove to be a neat bill-filler for the

nabe houses. The story has plenty of crimes

and criminals, plus a love interest, a secret

group of scientific crime busters, gangsters

and an old fashioned blazing gun fight be-

tween the forces of law and order to wind
it up. James Moore ably directs the film

from a screenplay by Robert Tasker.

Bruce Bennett, formerly known as Her-

man Brix, capably fills the bill as the leader

of the crime busters and Miss Rice's vis a

vis, while Miss Rice attractively and capably

decorates the picture. Barton McLane fills

the bill as the leader of the plug uglies, and

Joseph Crehan, Howard Hickman and Don
Beddoe capably assist the principals.

Bennett, recently released from prison for

a youthful mistake, determines to wipe out

the racketeers in the city where he lives.

Howard Hickman gives him a job and

laboratory in which to work. His mother is

killed by the get-away car in a gang slay-

ing, but his attempts to get help from the

police are futile. However, Miss Rice,

police chief Crehan's daughter, becomes in-

terested in Bennett, and goes to work with

him on his crusade.

Bennett organizes his scientific crime

busting group when the public prosecutor

is murdered by McLane's men. Gradually

Bennett forces Crehan to see the light and

provide some assistance, with the police and

Bennett and his men mopping up the gang

in an exciting climax after McLane has kid-

napped Miss Rice as a hostage.

CAST: Florence Rice, Bruce Bennett, Bar-

ton McLane; Joseph Downing, Howard Hick-

man, Edward Van Sloan, Don Beddoe, P. J.

Kelly, W. Forrest, D. Ferrero, G. Anderson.

CREDITS: Produced by Columbia; Direc-

tor. James Moore; Screenplay, Robert Task-

er; Original Story, Robert Tasker and Dean

Jennings; Cameraman, John Stumar; Edi-

tor, Charles Nelson.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

All A F of L Unions Back
Harrisburg Sun. Pix Move

Harrisburg, Pa.—Clyde Stewart,
chairman of the Harrisburg Build-
ing Trades Council, stated that all

A F of L unions in Harrisburg will

be lined up in favor of legalization of

Sunday movies at the November
election.

"We are willing to do everything
in our power to get the movies open
on Sunday," Stewart said, speaking
on behalf of the Council. "All the 17
craft unions in the Council are now
ready and anxious to help accom-
plish this. The Council is not a mem-
ber of the Central Labor Union,
which recently endorsed Sunday mo-
vies, but on this subject our senti-

ments are the same as those ex-

pressed by the president of that or-

ganization in a recent statement."

* SERIAL *

"King of the Royal Mounted"
Republic 20 mins. per ep.

Aotionful Serial Should Appeal
Based on a Zane Grey novel, and

brought up to date so that present
day spies are the principal villains,

this serial should appeal to the chap-
ter play fans as it is actionful, fast-
moving and laid in fine outdoor loca-

tions. First installment starts off with
a bang. Allan Lane is cast as King,
with a good supporting cast of sea-
soned troupers that includes Robert
Strange, Herbert Rawlinson, Bryant
Washburn, Budd Buster and Harry
Cording. Robert Kellard and Lita
Conway are also featured. Hiram S.

Brown, Jr., gets credit as the asso-
ciate producer and William Witney
and John English directed.

SPOnSORED v

"Meet the Watkins Family"
Roland Reed Productions 42 mins.

Good Entertainment
This commercial film made for the

National Carbon Company is good
entertainment and much more elabor-
ate than the usual industrial films.

The cast, composed of several of the
cinema's "stand-by" names, does a
good job with the material they had
to work with. Producer Roland Reed
deserves credit for getting much in

the way of settings, talent, etc., on
what must have been a modest budg-
et. Story concerns the adventures
of the son of Dr. Watkins of Fair-
field, in his effort to buy and keep a
jalopy. Commercials are cleverly
worked in, and although obvious, take
second place to entertainment and
story. Sponsor should like the film

because of clever but decisive han-
dlings of his plugs. His customers
should like it because of the obvious
effort to entertain as well as educate.
CAST: Ralph Morgan, Andy Clyde,

Dorothy Peterson, Raymond Hatton,
Jackie Moran, June Carlson, Frances
Robinson, Jackie Searl, Dorothy
Short, Robert Baldwin.
CREDITS: Producer, Roland Reed;

Director, Jean Yarbrough; Author,
Arthur Hoerl; Cameraman, Paul
Ivano; Production Manager, George
Batcheller.

Fitzgerald With Olivier?
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Looks like Geraldine

Fitzgerald will be opposite Laurence
Olivier in "Capt. Horatio Hornblow-
er."

Darnell Opposite Fonda
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Linda Darnell will be

opposite Henry Fonda in "Red
Wheels Rolling," the erstwhile "Chad
Hanna."

"Vacation Time In Florida"

20th-Fox 8 mins.
Good Sport Reel

Filmed in Technicolor, this reel
serves nicely as a plug for Florida's
famed sunshine and winter sports.
Reel has shots taken at race tracks,
boat races and at numerous other
activities, all of which should inter-
est the prospective Winter vacation-
ers. Fishing at Silver Springs and
surf-board riding are also seen in

the reel. Ed Thorgersen handles the
narration, with photography credited
to Jack Painter.

"Grunrers and Groaners"
20th-Fox 9 mins.

Good Laughs
Wrestling supplies commentator

Lew Lehr an excellent opportunity
to get off some funny dialogue in this
reel. The nutty antics of the muscle
boys should get plenty of laughs from
any audience, and Lehr's commentary
is highly amusing. Women, colle-

gians and the now prominent wrest-
lers of the day are seen going
through their paces, with a blindfold
free-for-all winding the reel up.

SOON

THE TWENTY BEST

DIRECTORS

AS SELECTED BY

THE IMPORTANT CRITICS

AND EXHIBITORS OF

THE COUNTRY

WILL BE ANNOUNCED . . .

IN THE COMING

FILM DAILY

PRODUCTION GUIDE AND

DIRECTORS' ANNUAL . . .



GENERAL RELEASE" AUGUST 22nd

More and more raves

are coming from ex-

hibitors who have

seen it! They all

agree it's Columbia's

best comedy . . . and

that's saying a lot!

LORETTA MELVYN KM

YOUNG ,„„ DOUGLAS
I

>

with ALAN MARSHAL • Eugene Pallette • Una O'Connor
Based upon Sidney Howard's adaptation ot the French play, "Liberte' Provisoire", by

Michel Duron • Screen play by P. J. Wolfson, Michael Fessier, Ernest Vajda

Produced by B. P. SCHULBERG /^F^
Directed by ALEXANDER HALL
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DIVORCEMENT "YES OR NO" BEFORE U. S.

Expects Dutch East Indies to Free "Frozen" Coin
U. S. Companies Probably
Will Get Their Money Out
By Jan. 1. Reports Daff

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Belief that American

film money now "frozen" in the
Dutch East Indies will be released
before Jan. 1 next is expressed by
Al Daff, of Universal's home office

foreign department, now here.
Daff, who sails from Frisco Mon-

day on tht first leg' of a 10 months'
trip to 14 countries, declares that no
American coin is impounded in In-

dia, Singapore or Hong Kong.
However, in India a 25 per cent

restriction, based on 325 American
i Continued on Page 4)

Mono. Coast Switch

Still Being Mulled

Monogram is still giving serious
I consideration to the plan whereby

the executive offices will be moved
I to Hollywood and a decision may be
, reached within a month, according to

W. Ray Johnston, president, who ar-
A rived yesterday from the Coast.
"Johnston said he expected to spend

the greater part of his time at the
studios and that Madeleine White,
secretary of the company and his

(Continued on Page 5)

20th-Fox Sets Product
\ Deals With Loew's, RKO

With the first week of the eighth
annual S. R. Kent Sales Drive com-
ing to a close, it was learned yes-
terday that 20th-Fox had closed

|
term product deals with the Loew
and RKO national circuits, and was
on the verge of closing a deal with
the Warner circuit.

Deals have also been closed with
(Continued on Page 4)

Dual Premiums, Too
Chicago—Double premiums with dou-

ble features ruled at B & K's Belpark
and Will Rogers Theaters. Pix were
"Till We Meet Again" and "Alias the
Deacon," premiums, a soup plate and a
glass tumbler.

Proposals to Extend Censorship to Films
On Propaganda Grounds Spurned in Detroit

Detroit—Proposals of "The Mothers of the United States of America" to extend
film censorship to propaganda pictures were squelched by Frank D. Eamon, Police Com-
missioner. Specific targets of the "Mothers" were films that would stir up feeling

"against the peoples of any other nation."
"The Police Department has a big enough job without passing on the propriety of

so-called propaganda pictures," Eaman said. "We have neither the personnel nor the
organization to do this, and if it were attempted, the censor would be in constant
controversy."

III. Allied Seeking

Booking Subscribers

Allied Theaters of Illinois is ex-
panding its booking department and
is soliciting new subscribers for the
service. Jack Kirsch, unit president,
said in New York yesterday that the
booking service had been in opera-
tion for several years for exhibitor-
members who wanted to make use of

it, but that the organization was
now soliciting business.

Cost of the service, which is open
only to Allied members, is $5 per

(Continued on Page 5)

rr

Columbia Establishes
Exchange In St. John

St. John, N. B.—Joining the list

of U. S. companies with distribution
bases here, is Columbia. An ex-
change has been set up to serve New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island,
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, St.

Pierre, Eastern Quebec.
The new exchange replaces the

(Continued on Page 4)

U" Deals Running

10% Ahead-Scully

Universal's deals on the 1940-41
program are running 10 per cent
ahead of the corresponding period
last year, according to William A.
Scully, general sales manager, who
has just returned from a southern
sales trip. Despite reported unfav-
orable conditions, business is good,
Scully said.

Scully announced new season
product deals with the Wilby-Kincy
circuit in North and South Carolina
and Georgia, Interstate Circuit of

Texas and the Publix-Bamford cir-

cuit of Asheville.

Pathe Film, DuPont Film
6 Months Earnings Rise

Pathe Film Corp. net for the six

months ended June 30, amounted to

$53,722.59, as compared with $35,-

310.54 for the corresponding period
of 1939, it was announced yesterday.
The Du Pont Film Manufacturing

(Continued on Page 5)

Denounce Bed Taint Charges
Leech Testimony Assailed; Dies Hearing On
Tobias Heads New York
Civilian Air Reserve

Lester S. Tobias, New Jersey rep.
for Monogram, has been placed in

charge of Civilian Air Reserve for
the New York area. Civilian Air
Reserve is a national organization
of licensed pilots, which was organ-
ized at Toledo, several years ago, and

(Continued on Page 5)

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—A series of bitter de-

nunciations and exceedingly indig-

nant denials came yesterday from
screen "names" accused before a Los
Angeles Grand Jury as members or

financial supporters of the Commun-
ist party as Hollywood awaited the
opening of a secret hearing here to-

day by the Dies Congressional Com-
mittee.

The "finger man" in the instance
(Continued on Page 8)

Paramount "Still Talking";
W-B Sees Decree Coming;
D of J Sends Out Field Men

With the virtual certainty
that when Federal Judge Henry
W. Goddard mounts the bench
again here on Oct. 7, trial of the
New York equity suit will be re-

sumed against four or more defen-
dants, the Department of Justice
yesterday was reported giving con-
sideration to this extremely moot
question:

In view of the fact that the
proposed consent decree pro-
vides only for sales relief, shall

the Government in the instance
of majors with theater affilia-

tions which are not parties to
(Continued on Page 8)

Arbitration Clause

Wins Cole's Okay

Col. H. A. Cole, president of Na-
tional Allied, declined to reveal the
official attitude of his organization
toward the consent decree proposals
yesterday. The colonel said that the
Allied heads held a long session in

Washington on Tuesday but the pro-
ceedings were not made public.

Asked what he thought of the de-
(Continucd on Page 4)

Para. May Refuse to Serve
Multiple Feature Theater

Detroit—It is reported here that
Paramount will refuse to serve the
Times Square Theater because of the

(Continued on Page 5)

Too Much Glamor
Detroit—Exploitation idea for a Gla-

mor Boy of 1,000,000 B.C. backfired
for Manager Donald Kuhn at the Palms-
State. Kuhn had his ushers taking turns
on the street, dressed in caveman style.

One of the boys was treed in Grand
Circus Park by some 50 clamoring
damsels, but escaped.
The Glamor Boy next tried to escape

from the crowd by hiding in a revolving
door in a department store—only to get
arrested by the police for obstructing
traffic.

Ja*
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riNANCIAL
(Wednesday, Aug. 14)

(Thursday, Aug. 15)
NEW YORK STOCK MARKET

Net
High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2 %) 4 4 4
Columbia Picfs. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 6% 6% 6%— i/g

East. Kodak 125 125 125 +1
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 24 24 24 + %
do pfd 102'/8 102V8 102i/8 + i5/8
Paramount 5'A 5Vg 5Vi — Vs
Para. 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd... 8 8 8+14
Pathe Film 75/g 1% 7% + l/4
RKO 25/g 25/g 25/8
20th Century-Fox
20fh Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2V4 2'/4 2'/4
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46.1007/8 100% 100% — %
Loew's deb. 3 Vis46. .102% 102% 1025/8 — %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3V4s47 863/4 863/4 86%
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1% 1% ]5/s
Technicolor 9% 9% 9% — %
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thr». Office Eldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. P avhouse. Inc. 2nd deb. '45... 63 . 65
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59 61

CFI to Pay 25c on Pfd.

CFI's board at a meeting yester-
day declared a dividend of 25 cents
a share on the preferred stock, pay-
able Oct. 1 to stockholders of record
on Sept. 13.

See Suggested Changes
In Excess Tax as Helpful

Film industry spokesmen yester-
day characterized as "somewhat
helpful" two of the three suggested
modifications which sprang on Wed-
nesday from Congressional hearings
on an excess profits tax.
The modifications, excluding that

which was made with reference to a
five-year amortization plan to apply
to any plant expansion in connec-
tion with the national defense pro-
gram, were (1) That corporations
be permitted to select any three
years from 1936 through 1939 as a
"base period" for computing their
normal earnings instead of all four
years; and (2) That nancially re-
lated corporations be permitted to
file consolidated returns.

Interest of the film trade is now
centered upon disposition of the ex-
cess profits bill when the proposed
legislation reaches the House. This
is expected to materialize next week.

Neil Agnew Flies to Coast
For DeMille Film's Sneak

Neil Agnew, vice-president in

charge of Paramount sales, left New
York last night by plane to catch
the first sneak preview of the new
Cecil B. DeMille Technicolor pro-
duction "North West Mounted Po-
lice" to be held in San Diego at
the week-end. Pix is scheduled for
Thanksgiving release.

Agnew will join R. M. Gillham,
•3d and publicity chief, who is also
on the Coast.

Expect Chi. Operators
Pact Will Be Renewed

Chicago—Negotiations will get un-
der way next week on the operators
contract for the new year, beginning
Sept. 1.

It is expected, that present con-
tract will be extended for another
year, despite the complaint of poor
business, by many of the theater
owners.

Syracuse Subsequent
Ends Games, Giveaways

Syracuse, N. Y.—First subsequent-
run here to toss games and give-
aways into the ash can is Sidney
Grossman's Elmwood. For that mat-
ter, the Elmwood is one of three
local theaters not resorting to b.o.

stimulants; others are Loew's State
and Kallet's Regent.

Spyros Skouras Leaving
For Western NT Tour

Spyros Skouras, National Theaters
chieftain, accompanied by his as-

sistant, John Healy, leaves New
York tomorrow night for a tour of

the National Theaters division of-

fices in the West. Charles Skouras,

FWC head, will meet them in Mil-

waukee to make the trip with them.
Operating policies and merchandis-
ing of product will be taken up at

the meetings.

Charles Skouras, who was leader
of the Spyros Skours Showmanship
Campaign, will make awards to the
prize winners during the trip. An-
nual convention of the Fox Inter-

mountain circuit will be held in Den-
ver Aug. 21-23, with the traveling
executives in attendance.

Wis. Solon Warns Studios

Against Propaganda Films

WB Plans Patriotic Reels
On Latin American Heroes

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Burbank—Warner Bros, will make

a series of short subjects dealing
with Latin American historical fig-

ures, it was asserted here yester-
day.
Warner officials believe these sub-

jects will foster much good-will be-
tween United States and South
American countries and will also in-

terest audiences generally.

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Rep. Lewis D. Thill

(R. Wis.) in the Congressional
Record Appendix warns motion pic-

ture producers to stop making pro-
paganda pictures.

"Let the motion picture producers
take heed now before it is too late

that the American public deeply re-

sent the preachment of prejudice and
the distribution of insidious propa-
ganda," Thill said in his blast.

The charge that too often pic-
tures have been used "to enkindle the
fires of hate and enmity." The Wis-
consin congressman inserted an edi-
torial from the Milwaukee Sentinel
calling on the industry to stick to

entertainment and shy away from
propaganda.

COmiDG and GOIflG

20th-Fox Paris Attaches
Return from Bordeaux

Several members of the 20th-Fox
Paris staff, including E. Balk, sales
manager, A. Rimbeault, branch man-
ager, and L. Lafon, traffic manager,
have returned to that city from Bor-
deaux, it was learned this week.
Men are serving in an administrative
capacity as the company's product,
along with other imports, is banned
from German occupied territory.

Warner Club Golf Tourney
At Old Oaks Club Sept. 12,

The Warner Club of New York,
composed of local employes of War-
ner Bros. Pictures, Inc. and its sub-
sidiaries, will hold its annual golf
tournament Thursday, Sept. 12 at
the Old Oaks Country Club at Pur-
chase.

Committee on arrangements for
the event is headed bv Jerry Keyser,
Chairman, Harold Rodner, Arthur
Sachson, Leonard Palumbo and Abe
Kionenberg.

Frank Williams Dead
Milwaukee—Frank Williams, 58,

former Wisconsin theater manager
and vaudevillian, is dead here.

PETER SHAYNE, president of the Chic
Operators' Union and his family have g
to the West Coast on a vacation trip.

VAN NOMIKOS, vice-president of the All

Theaters of Illinois, has gone to Seattle, to
tend the convention of Ahepa, of which he
executive vice-president.

WILL HAYS leaves for the Coast '

end. r

SPYROS SKOURAS leaves New York tomori
for a tour of the NT divisional headquarter

NEIL ACNEW, Paramount's general sales m
ager, left for the Coast last night by plane

JAMES R. CRAINGER, Republic prexy
sales head, arrives here tomorrow by plane f

Memphis.

WILLIAM GUTHRIE, head of Warners' Ic

tion department, is in Washington to coi

with Government officials regarding proper
for a new film.

OTTO BOLLE, managing director for 2C
Fox in South Africa, is en route to New 1

from Capetown.

ALBERT SINDLINGER, MOT ad and
director, is in Buffalo.

W. B. MORGAN, managing director in Fra ;

for 20th-Fox, sails for this country from Lis i

next week.

DEL GOODMAN, Far Eastern manager
20th-Fox, is due here next week from
Coast.

ROSE FRANKEN and WILLIAM BRO
MELONEY. writers, are en route to the

to write the script for Sol Lesser's product
"Strange Victory."

GILBERT MILLER has left for Hollywood.

NORMA SHEARER flew to the Coast
night via American Airlines Mercury.

NAT WOLF, of Warners' Cleveland brai

is at the Warwick.

,

20th-Fox Opens Sales

Meeting in Australia

Three-day sales meeting of

20th-Fox forces in Australia
New Zealand opened yesterday
Sydney, it was learned yesterday.
V. Hake, managing director for A^
tralia, is presiding. Analysis of 1

product and operating problems
on the agenda for discussion.

Morgan Rites Tomorrow
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAI

Hollywood—Funeral services

be held tomorrow in Little

of the Dawn in Santa Monica,
Gene Morgan, screen actor

master of ceremonies, who died

terday of a heart attack.
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"Pride" Tops $100,000
In Music Hall Week
M-G-M's "Pride and Prejudice"

knocked off several records in its

first week at the Music Hall. Hav-
ing played to some 150,000 patrons,
with the seventh day topping the
first, the picture joins the small
number to gross more than $100,000

for a week at the Hall. Additionally
it was the biggest non-holiday attrac-
tion for the year and the biggest
August grosser in the eight-year his-

tory of the house. Second week starts
today.
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PRIDE AND
PREJUDICE
starring GREER GARSON,
LAURENCE OLIVIER,
with Mary Boland, Edna May
Oliver, Maureen O'Sullivan,
Ann Rutherford, Frieda Ines-

cort. Screen Play by Aldous
Huxley and Jane Murfin.
Directed by ROBERT Z.
LEONARD. Produced by
HUNT STROMBERG.

An M-G-M Picture
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Dutch East Indies

May Defreeze Coin

{Continued from Page 1)

pix imported into India in 1939, will

become effective in May, 1941, Daft
states.

Daff reports American pictures

have gained so much popularity in

India in the past two years that they
are now No. 1 in leading India
theaters. In small towns, and also

in small theaters in India cities, the

native product is preferred.
Approximately 200 native features

are produced annually in India.

Columbia Opens Exchange
To Serve Eastern Canada

{Continued from Page 1)

Maritime Films, an independent dis-

tributor for the past 20 years. The
Maritime had been in charge of Co-
lumbia marketing in this territory

for the past decade. Joe Lieberman,
who had been in partnership with
Mitch Bernstein in the Maritime
Films, is manager of the new ex-

change.
Bernstein will focus all his atten-

tion on a lineup of theaters in which
he and Liberman are partners, clos-

ing out the Maritime Films. The
houses are chiefly on the U. S.-Can-

ada border and on both sides of

the line.

Warner Sets Ewing Deal

Chicago—Warners local Exchange
has closed a product deal with the

Ewing Circuit, East Peoria. Sev-

eral other deals are nearly set in

the Central Illinois territory. Ben
Kalmenson, Warners' western sales

manager, is here.

WEDDING BELLS

Shawano, Wis. — Miss Bernice
Huebner, cashier at the Shawano
theater, has been married to Leon-
ard Pearson.

West Coast Bureau, of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Marriage of Wesley

Ruggles and Marcella Rogez, French
actress, took place in Las Vegas,
Nev. Witnesses were Dave Epstein
and Charles Ruggles.

Detroit—Joseph Allegretti, man-
ager of the Midway Theater in Dear-
born, is honeymooning in Missouri,
following his marriage to Elizabeth
Garber.

Chicago—Dorothy Bamford of the
Chicago RKO staff, daughter of

"Doc" Bamford, Metro exchange
manager, will be married Aug. 24
to Wayne C. Brown of Iowa City, la.

Syracuse, N. Y.—Morris Fitzer
veteran exhib., and the former
Frieda Levy are honeymooning in

the West, following their marriage.
They will return here in mid-Sep-
tember.

with PlilLM. OALYi
T T

• • • "DID I ever tell you about my operation?" Hypo-

thetically. it's the film industry speaking You can be sure that

such an account wouldn't progress very far before the doctor

and his role in the proceedings entered as factors

T T T
O • * IN the operations of filmland the fundamental

patients are the films We hold that the doctors are

clearly the directors for 'tis their professional talents and

wisdom which are called up invariably and inevitably

to co-ordinate the vital functions of a film in order

that it may take its place in the entertainment world as an

organically "sound" individual. You may label a film's story

as the heart the cast as its vitality or the producer

as its mind but the director is the DOCTOR To him is

entrusted the health and solidity of the film yes, its very

life

T T V
• • • FORTUNATELY for filmland its staff of "physicians"

administering to the needs of Hollywood's studios is large and

ability-laden Just as in the field of medicine it sometimes

happens that a film-physician is summoned to care for a film-

patient of unusual prominence for example, a GWTW or an ATAHT
Such laurel-resulting calls may come often and great are

the plaudits of the world o'er the jobs well done and so,

repetition builds reputation and deservedly

T T
• • • IN this connection it is interesting to record

some of the directors to whom a measure of their renown
has come via spectacular service rendered to more than

one of the Ten Best Pictures as selected during the past

decade by the critics of the nation ballotting in THE
FILM DAILY'S Annual Poll: Frank Capra and George Cukor,

6 each Clarence Brown, W. S. Van Dyke, Henry King, Wil-

liam Dieterle, 4 each King Vidor, William Wyler, Mervyn
LeRoy, Edmund Goulding, John Ford, Sidney Franklin, Frank
Lloyd, 3 each Lewis Milestone, George Hill, Robert Z. Leon-

ard, Norman Taurog, Frank Borzage, Richard Boleslawski, Jack

Conway, Leo McCarey, William Keighley, Victor Fleming, 2 each.

Y V T
• • • DIRECTORS who have placed one of their assigned vehicles

in the Ten Best bracket in the past decade comprise D. W.
Griffith. James Whale. Alfred E. Green. Wesley Ruggles. Howard Hughes,

E. H. Griffith. Charles Chaplin, Edgar Selwyn, Rouben Mamoulian, John

M. Stahl, Howard Hawks, Lloyd Bacon. Alexander Korda, Lowell Sher-

man. Leontine Sagan, Alfred Werker, Victor Schertzinger, Roland V.

Lee, Henry Hathaway, Mark Sandrich, Roy Del Ruth, William A. Seiter.

William A. Wellman, Gregory La Cava, Allred N. Santell, Walt Disney,

George B. Seitz. Sam Wood, and the Anthony Asquith-Leslie Howard
combo

T T T
• • • PATENTLY, the above lists are impressive but

a long, long way from being a register of all the brilliant direc-

torial talent Actually it's but a sample of our industry's

highly skilled physicians In the great Hollywood "clinic"

are other film-doctors superlatively qualified to handle the
most important kind of films Some are "general practi-

tioners" Others, "specialists" whose forte is the west-
ern the serial the short As filmland moves into a

new decade it is reassuring to contemplate the adage:
"Where doctors are many, ills will be few"

Arbitration Clause

Wins Cole's Okay

(Continued from Page 1)

cree provisions, Col. Cole said, *]

like the arbitration clauses. I thin
they are good but that doesn't mea
Allied as a whole endorses ty->xn.":

The Allied president wilL e i

New York until Wednesday whe
he will return to Washington an
Dallas.

20th-Fox Sets Product
Deals With Loew's, RKO

(.Continued from Page 1)

the Griffith, Co-Operative, Butte
field, Harris, Wometco, Tri-Stat'

and numerous other circuits throug]
out the country. Deals with Balabs
& Katz and the Friedl-Publix chaii

were said to be set up ready f'

inking.
Herman Wobber, general sal

manager, will leave Los Angel
around Labor Day with Kent Dri
leader M. A. Levy to make a cor

plete tour of the company's e

changes. Wobber will go to the st

dios from Salt Lake City, where /

will attend the premiere of "Brigha
Young" on Aug. 23.

Decision Speeds Action
In Trampe Bingo Suit

Milwaukee—Action in the suit i

an injunction sought by Charles
Trampe, head of the Monogram-M:
west Film Exchange here to restrt

the American Luther Assciati
from staging Bingo games, delay
since May when Trampe refused
answer certain questions in an i

verse examination before Court Co
missioner Charles Orth, was giv

impetus when Circuit Judge Rola
J. Steinle ruled that Trampe and

j

counsel, B. J. Miller, were not
quired to answer the questions.

Refusal to answer the questic

was on the grounds that they w<
irrelevant because the state was 1

moving party. Judge Steinle cil

a Supreme Court decision wh:
held that Bingo is a public nuisai
and can only be suppressed by st;

action.

Seven Technicolor Films
Planned by Twentieth-Fc

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAI
Hollywood—Seven Technicolor s

cials will be produced by 20th-I
on its 1940-41 lineup, a total of t

more than the previous year's p
gram, it was learned this week. 1

lease changes were also announi
on two pictures. Shirley Tempi
"Young People" has been moved
to Aug. 20 and "The Great Profi

has been set back to Oct. 11.

It was also reported at the stu
this week that the MPPDA I

okayed the purchase of "Tobai
Road." Keeping its production p
gram rolling at a fast pace, the s

dio will start work on eight rm
specials during the next two week.'
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Mono, (oast Switch

Still Being Mulled

(Continued from Page 1)

own assistant, would move her resi-

dence to Hollywood shortly.

The board of directors meets to-

il )L but Johnston said the question

oi 'noving the home office to the

Coast probably would not be dis-

cussed at this time.

Seventeen pictures have been pro-

duced during the 3*2 months Johns-
ton has been at the studios. Four
pictures are now in the cutting

room; namely, "That Gang of Mine,"
"Up in the Air," "The Ape" and
"Queen of the Yukon." "Drums of

the Desert" starts early next week.
"Gypsy Cavalier," to be made by
International Pictures under a one-

picture deal, also starts next week,
Johnston said.

All of September's releases are

ready, Johnston said, adding that

Production Chief Scott Dunlap would
start on "The Old Swimming Hole"
on Sept. 5 and on "The Sky's the

Limit" on Sept. 15.

Paintings of Wanger Film
Unveiled in Preview

Walter Wanger Productions and
the Associated American Artists act-

ed as co-hosts yesterday afternoon
at a reception in the latter's galler-

ies, 711 Fifth Ave., attendant upon a

press preview of the exhibition of

paintings which will formally open to

the public today and continue through
Sept. 10.

The paintings represent the first

group of canvases by top-flight

American artists ever to be made of

scenes from a film production

—

Wanger's "The Long Voyage Home."
Among those present at the recep-

tion and preview, in addition to mem-
bers of the trade press and metro-
politan dailies were: Walter Wang-
er, Joan Bennett, Laraine Day, Al-
an Dinehart, Teddy Hart, Sam Jaffe,

Lynn Farnol, Monroe Greenthal,
Thomas Craven, Harry Kosiner,
Tommy Manville, and Joan Castle.

New House for Orlando
Orlando, Fla.—B. P. Moora of

Kissam Builders announces work
will start immediately on a 710-seat
film house to cost $60,000.

First Theater for Eldred

Olean, N. Y.—Eldred, Pa., just

across the state line from Olean,
will have its first movie theater, the
Eldred, about Sept. 2. Joe Macris
is completing- a 300-seater, costing
about $50,000.

P. O. Into Theater
Lake Wales, Fla.—W. N. Carnasion is

announcing that he will convert the old
Post Office building which he has just

bought into a film house. Carnasion
for some years managed the Ramon The-
ater at Frostproof.

On Triple Programs
Chicago—Latest triple feature combos

used by B & K here: :

At the Belmont: "The Ghost Break-
ers" (Para. I, "Four Sons" (20th-Fox)
and "My Favorite Wife" (RKO).
At the Bill-more "Lillian Russell"

(20th-Fox), "Saturday's Children," (War-
ners) and "Passport to Alcatraz" (Co-
lumbia).

Pathe Film, DuPont Film
6 Months Earnings Rise

(Continued from Page 1)

Corp. (the common stock of which
this company owns 35 per cent) had
a net profit, after all charges, of

$909,210.33 for the first six months
of 1940, as compared with $826,-

412.70 in the corresponding period
of 1939.

The portion of the Du Pont Film
Manufacturing Corp.'s earnings
which accrued to Pathe's 35 per cent
common stock interest amounted to

$318,223.62 in 1940, as compared
with $289,244.45 in 1939. Of these
earnings, $248,223.62 were undistrib-

uted in 1940 and $219,244.45 in 1939,
which undistributed amounts are not
reflected in the net profit of this

company as given above.

Harrisburg Sunday Show
Petition Widely Signed

Harrisburg, Pa.—C. Floyd Hop-
kins, Harrisburg representative of

Wilmer & Vincent, who heads a cam-
paign of all local theater manage-
ments in an effort to have the Sun-
day movie question placed on the
ballot in November, announced that
the campaign for signatures of a pe-
tition to have issue placed up for a

vote, will be closed tomorrow night.

The petition requires 1,506 sig-

natures, but signers have far ex-
ceeded that number. In order to

have the question placed on the bal-

lot, the petition must be presented
60 days prior to the election. The
Sunday movie question in Harris-
burg in 1935 was defeated by a vote

of about 2 to 1.

CBS Artists Bureau Enters
Vaudeville Booking Field

Milwaukee — Columbia Artists,

Inc., artists bureau auxiliary of

CBS, is entering the vaude booking
field via a deal with the local River-
side theater, managed by Ed Weis-
feldt. Bills will be booked by the

CA Chicago office..

To Replace Burned House
Grundy Center, la.—The Ameri-

can Theater Corp. of Des Moines
will build a new house immediately
to replace the New Grundy de-

stroyed by fire on Aug. 10. New
house will be a 500-seater and will

be completed in 60 days, according
to John Marshall, manager.

Jim Rogers Building
Huntington, W. Va.—Jim Rogers

is building a new house in East
Huntington.

III. Allied Seeking

Booking Subscribers

(Continued from Page 1)

week for theaters up to 749 seats
and $7.50 for theaters with more
than 750 seats.

Advantages of the booking depart-
ment include personal consultation
in setting up bookings to fit the
needs of a particular theater, as-
sistance of a booker in film buying,
reviewing service for shoi'ts and fea-

tures, an up-to-date and accurate
cut-off for each theater revealing the
condition of each company's con-
tract, notices of cancellations to ex-
changes when required and a careful
check on price allocations.
The booking service, Kirsch said,

relieves the exhibitor of a vast
amount of detail and reduces the
time spent in booking his theater.

Tobias Heads New York
Civilian Air Reserve

(Continued from Page 1)

now has units in almost every sec-
tion of the country.

Tobias, who has been flying for a
number of years, and who holds
AOPA registered license number
158, will fly to Washington tomor-
row, to attend a conclave of Civil-
ian Air Reserve officers from all over
the United States, who will confer
with Army Air Corps officers on the
part CAR will play in the defense
program.
The New York unit of CAR is

open to all licensed pilots who have
flown the required 35 hours for "pri-
vate" or "primary" ratings. Any
sligibles should contact Tobias at
the New York Exchange of Mono-
gram Pictures.

Para. May Refuse to Serve
Multiple Feature Theater

(Continued from Page 1)

multiple feature programs being
shown in the house.
Paramount's action is said to have

followed an attack against the policy
by Alex Schreiber of Associated
Theaters who claimed the Times
Square was offering four features
and distributing reduced admission
"passes."

It was rumored that Paramount
may adopt a general policy against
serving theaters showing triple and
quadruple programs.

Neil Agnew, Paramount general
sales manager, said yesterday the
Detroit situation was "strictly a local

one" and that no national policy had
been adopted against multiple bills.

Cox-Wells Buy Theater
McArthur, O.—The Vinton has

been purchased by J. T. Cox and A.
J. Wells, as The Vinton Theater Co.
W. D. Smith was former owner.

Open Jackson, Ky., House
Jackson, Ky.—M. Turner and Mr.

and Mrs. Kurt Childres have opened
a new 500-seat theater here.

HCLLyWCCD
SHEARING--
— By RALPH WLK —

—HOLLYWOOD
CRANK CAPRA and Robert Riskin are

' planning to start work on "Don Quixote"

about Jan. 1. Capra expects to complete
photography on "Meet John Doe" approxi-

mately Sept. 20.

• •
CAMUEL GOLDWYN is negotiating for

*J "Green Soap," a story by Adela Rogers

St. John, and he is also seeking Milton

Lazarus to adapt it to the screen.

• •
"CTRAIGHT AND NARROW," an or-

** iginal story by Arthur T. Horman, has

been purchased by RKO Radio as the third

screen vehicle in the new series of Westerns
starring Tim Holt. First in the series,

"Wagon Train," is now being filmed in

Utah, with "The Fargo Kid" to follow.

• •
I I A

I WALLIS, Warners' executive pro-

' ' ducer was presented with a gold trophy

by the Southern California First Annual $10,-

000 Open Salt Water Fishing Tournament
in recognition of his feat in capturing marlin

swordfishes, weighing 204 and 250 pounds
on successive days, while vacationing at

Catalina.

• •
KJEGOTIATIONS by Columbia to sign

' ^ Nona Massey, former Metro contract

player, to a one-picture deal, probably for

a remake of the 1934 Grace Moore vehicle

"One Night of Love," are reported in final

stages.

• •

JACK L. WARNER, JR., who has been a

*^ member of the Warners short subject

department for the past six months, will

supervise his first production, "Ed Sullivan's

Hollywood," starting Sept. 9. Subject is

a tone poem of Hollywood, and Sullivan,

now in New York doing his column for the

Daily News, will not come out here. Jean

Negulesco will direct.

• •
JAMES STEWART is reported under con-

^ sideration at Metro for the co-starring

role with Myrna Loy in "The Female of the

Species," an original story by Edmund Hart-

mann.

• •
XA/ARNERS are planning a remake of the""

1934 picture "Mandalay," with John
Garfield, and has assigned Barry Trivers to

the scenario.

B
ETTE DAVIS may star in "Danger Signal,"

Phyllis Bottome novel.

Cagneys' Mother Improves
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Mrs. Carolyn Nelson

Cagney, mother fo James Cagney
and Associate Producer William
Cagney, has recovered sufficiently

to leave her bed, following 10 weeks
of hospitalization with heart trou-
ble. Mrs. Cagney is under the care
of her sons, Dr. Harry and Edward
Cagney, who came West from their
home in Jackson Heights, L. I., when
she fell ill. Mrs. Cagney is at her
Summer home at Balboa Island.
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Cooling System Boom

Continuing in Chi.

Chicago—Numerous important in-

stallations are being made here by

the Kroeschell Co., air conditioning

specialists. Organization has re-

cently placed 50-ton systems in the

West and Liberty theaters, and the

Wrigley Building is to get a 350-

ton capacity job for its three upper

floors.

Another 350-ton plant is being in-

stalled in the Conway Building for

the air conditioning of five floors.

The Kroeschell Co., distributors
for this territory of Westinghouse
units, is additionally engaged in pro-
viding the latest type of cooling and
conditioning for the Universal Film
Exchange here.

Bob Kroeschell, company's general
manager, asserts that business has
shown marked improvement this

Summer, and that the outlook is

bright for the Autumn months.

Comfort Didn't Begin
At Home . . . But—

Chicago—P. E. Kroehler, manufacturer
of the renowned Pushbak theater chair,

has long been purveying comfort for

film audiences. Now he is treating
himself to such a benefit by having his

home at Riverside air conditioned. It

is also disclosed here that the account-
ing offices of B & K, located in the
Chicago Theater Building, are also being
air conditioned,—via a Westinghouse in-

stallation.

S. S. Jacobs Co. to Build
New House for Sparks

Tallahassee, Fla. — The S. S.

Jacobs Co. of Jacksonville has been
awarded contract for the new the-
ater for the Sparks chain. The
theater, to be named the Florida, is

an 1,100-seat house, and will be
equipped with cushion rubber, semi-
reclining seats. It will be air con-
ditioned.

G-E for WB Exchange
Chicago—Warner exchange pro-

jection room here has just been
air-conditioned wtih G-E equipment.

"OH, THAT SOUNDS TERRIBLE!
Yes, Baby, and that's what theatre

patrons say when the sound reproduc-
tion is allowed to develop distortion.

To prevent distortion—enemy of en-
tertainment and relaxation— modern

exhibitors protect their patrons' en-

joyment with an Altec sound service

agreement and an Altec booth repair

and replacement contract. Change to

Altec today!

New American Seats

Win Exhib. Favor

CHANGE TO

HtHM«W,UiUI».|,»

250 West 51th Street • New York City

ALTEC SERVICE • A CHANGE FOR

Bodiform and Avion theater chairs,
manufactured by American Seating
Co., of Grand Rapids, Mich., and fea-
turing foam rubber over spring-
arch construction, are winning wide
favor with film theater operators
in every section of the domestic field.

Foam rubber's resiliency results
in most agreeable surface softness;
follows every movement of the
body, thus eliminating areas of con-
centrated pressure anywhere; ab-
sorbs buttons, wrinkles and irregu-
larities of seams in clothing; and
provides complete relaxation.

Further,—it is pointed out by
American Seating engineers,—foam
rubber is self-cooling and is neither
food nor harbor for any kind of
vermin, moth or germ. That covers
may be washed without injuring
foam rubber, is an additional asset.

In American Bodiform and Avion
chair seats a spring-arch unit sup-
ports the decking and complements
the comfort of the foam rubber.
Spring arches are attached at each
md to a steel supporting frame and
span the entire seat foundation.
The result is a hammock-like sus-
pension which saddles to fit each
individual and distributes the rubber
comfort evenly under the sitting
area, regardless of the occupant's
form or weight.

Plandaire Names Hutcheon
Pittsburgh—Clifford R. Hutcheon,

who recently resigned his post with
the Anemostst Corp. of America af-
ter having been associated with
them for over three years, has been
appointed chief engineer of Plan-
daire, Inc., manufacturers of Kno-
Sraft Spun Aluminum High Velocity
Type Air Terminals.

Plaindaire's offices and test labora-
tories are located at Craft Ave. and
Kenneth Sq. here.

Equipment Fi
BfiECi

Equipment Ea

£HARLIE WINCHELL of the Mini
nesota Amusement Co. has re

opened his Garrick in Duluth. Fo
the past two weeks the stand ha
undergone remodeling, and is noV
one o' the handsomest houses in th
Northwest.

* * *

Bids will be received from genera
contractor's soon on construction o
Bob Cluster's new house in Sandovai
III. Plans prepared by O. W. Stiege
meyer, architect, of 4412 Lindell Blvd
St. Louis, call for a one-story bricl

building, 50 by 132 ft.
* * *

Folks out Chicago way are stil

talking about that costly vertica
sign which has replaced its famou
predecessor on B & K's Tivoli.

The Warners have completed reno
vation of circuit's 1,800-seat Capito
in Ansonia, Conn. House got net
seats, marquee, and redecorated lobb]

and interior.

Albert Pickus yesterday shu
down his 500-seat Stratford,

|
Stamford, Conn., to install 200 addi
tional seats, air conditioning, acous
tical treatment, and to effect in

terior decorating. He estimates Aug
30 as date house will re-open.

Issues Condensing Booklet

General Electric's air condition
ing and commercial refrigeration de

partment in Bloomfield, N. J., ha;

just issued a new 56-page bookie
titled "Low Cost, Dependable Con
densing Units." It describes sucl

units from 5 to 60 h.p. for both re'

frigeration and air conditioning in

stallations. Company announce:
copiese will be set on request.

Buys Ballentyne Sound
Lewisberg, O.—Nelson Burris ha

installed new Ballentyne soum
equipment in the Lyric here.

THE BETTER

C. ROSS fa
MOTION PICTURE LIGHTING EQUIPMENT

RENTALS: A full line of modern equipment together with a staff of trained men to
handle any job large or small any time, anywhere. Generator trucks, searchlights
and floodlights, for premieres and general lighting activities.

SALES: Everything in the line of equipment for motion picture and photographic
studios.

SERVICE: We are prepared to offer the finest service, equipment and technical
advice obtainable in the East. Your requirements taken care of to the last
minute detail.

As Sole Eastern Distributors, we carry the full and complete line of
equipment manufactured by:—

MOLE-RICHARDSON CO., Hollywood, California

Incomparable Lighting Equipment — Estimates Cheerfully Given

Let Us Enlighten You on Your Lighting Problems

CHARLES ROSS, I

244-50 WEST 49th STREET Tel. Circle 6-5470-1-2
NC

NEW YORK CITY
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Universal Cooler Corp., of Detroit,

mploying more than 400, has just

urchased a vacant plant in Marion,
)i io, where its factory will be trans-

] lented commencing in early Septem-
. e r

. Firm, rated as second largest

inker of commercial refrigeration

nment in the country, is one of

eldest in the field. Production, it is

tared, has averaged 450 domestic and
: ommercial units daily.

* * *

: Lafayette Radio Corp. (formerly
Wholesale Radio Service Co., Inc.)

o\v have their "Master" catalog for

. 941, No. 82, ready for distribution.

1 .mong its features are the new line

jblic address systems and latest

,-pes of fluorescent lighting fix-

nes for home and industrial pur-

ses.
* * *

The Criterion, 1,500-seater in Okla-
homa City, Okla.,—an "A" house

Derated by Standard Theaters Corp.,

ill!
be closed for about two weeks

iring September for repairs and re-

paration, according to Bert Stern,
anager.

* * *

i
Just opened in Burney, Calif., is

e Burney Theater, built at a cost

$40,000.

asher-Lehman Lists Jobs

St. Louis—Charles A. Busher and
ilford Lehman, who recently or-

nized the Busher Lehman Cinema
:pply Co. here report following
)s completed: Lynn Theater, un-
r George Brown management,
mplete booth equipment; Ritz in

. Charles, managed by Val De-
mple, Jewel Strong projectors;
xy in Cape Girardeau, Jewel
and system, Strong lamps and
3 new seats; and for the Grand,

I
slverine Amusement circuit's

use, Ultraphone sound, Simplex
D.iectors and Peerless lamps.
Busher Lehman plans expansion

] their business in this territory.

da. House Gets Governair

Oklahoma City, Okla.—Sam Cap-
al, owner of the local Mayflower
eater, has just installed a 20-ton
oacity Governair cooling system
that house. Operation began

g. 1.

i. Houses Sign Altec

3am Bendheim, Jr., has renewed
Altec service agreement for 24
ighborhood Theaters, Inc., houses
Richmond, Clarendon, Falls

urch, East Falls Church, Peters-
rg, Pulaski, and South Boston,

B. O. Wilschke represented Altec
the pact negotiations.

New Ticket Device

To Help Checking

A new type ticket register, manu-
factured by General Register Corp.,

is being given practical test by the
Paramount in Peekskill, N. Y., and
by the Warner interests in the lat-

ter's New York Strand. Device,
aimed at better checking of patron
attendance, reportedly stamps tick-

ets at the time of their sale and,
through the medium of a light beam,
the number of persons entering the

theater is also recorded.
The new register dispenses two

color tickets per person simultane-
ously, a perforation permitting easy
detachment by the doorman. Where
two tickets are purchased at once,

they emerge from the machine
stamped "2" on the reverse side.

Stamping is effected up to five tick-

ets.

General Register's new device is

known as the Unicon.

Burge Air Conditioning
In New Glencoe House

Chicago—Glencoe Theater Corp.
has been organized here to operate
the new Glencoe Theater, a 1,000-

seater to be ready in September.
Sam Myers is president of the

new corporation, A. J. Balaban,
treasurer, Thomas K. Valos, vice-

president, and George Valos, secre-

tary. Myers, who had planned to

build a second Glencoe theater, has
given up the project and joined

with the Valos and Balaban inter-

ests in construction of the new
Glencoe Theater.

NTS Completes Three Jobs

Chicago—Local offices of National
Theater Supply Co. report that new
Simplex projectors have been in-

stalled in the LaPorte Theater, op-

erated under Isadore Levibe manage-
ment.
Simplex machines and lamp houses

have gone into the Grand at Lin-

coln, 111., and that Nat Bernstein's

State Theater in Elkhart, Ind., has
been equipped with Simplex projec-

tor and lamps, Crestwood carpet, V-
Type lighting fixtures and a stain-

less steel and porcelain front of the
most modern design.

Celotex Names Bouleware
Chicago—L. R. Bouleware, well-

known in film trade circles, has
been designated vice-president and
general manager of the Celotex
Corp.

Three More For RCA
Detroit—RCA Photophone is in-

stalling new sound in the Garden,
Marshall, Mich., and in the Orpheum
and New in Kalamazoo.

Big Doin's,, Yeah!
—And Big Diggin's

Chicago
—

'Tis the annual custom for

Film Row-ites to call a business halt

in order to fraternize via a golf tourna-
ment and picnic. Event, which is spon-
sored by Tom Flannery of WhiteWay Sign
Co., is expected to be held this year

in September. Nippersink Coif Club will

probably get the nod as the locale.

Late Developments

Shown al NSA Meet

Y-Burn Extinguishers
Find Exhibitor Favor

Film theaters in many sections of
the country are taking increasing
cognizance of the value of Y-Burn
fire extinguishing apparatus, manu-
factured by Y-Burn, Inc., of Chi-
cago.

These extinguishers, made in a
number of designs, each especially
applicable to the property which re-

quires protection, are available in

two principal types,—the automatic
and the grenade.

Operation of the former is based
essentially on heat releasing the
Roessner fusible link to allow com-
pression spring to expand, causing
a projectile to shatter glass reser-

voir containing the fire extinguish-
ing element.

Scientific problems, aimed at light-

ing and decorating film theater in-

teriors with gas vapor electric lights
which can be twisted into any shape
and lighted in any color, have been
solved, according to leaders of the
National Sign Association, whose
fourth annual convention opened on
Tuesday in the Hotel Pennsylvania.

Considerable interest was also

evoked by an exhibit in the Grand
Ball Room of color movies taken with
daylight film under luminous tube
light.

Possibilities loomed at the con-
clave that a new luminescent non-
poisonous paint which gives forth
light for six or eight hours after

its activating source has been with-
drawn can be utilized to produce
novel and interesting effects in film

theater decoration.

Projectionist Resigns

Hillsboro, N. H.—Earl Griffen has
resigned after serving for ten years
?s projectionist at the Capitol The-
ater here.

"NEW MOON"
Folks say that if you look at the
new moon over your shoulder,
it means good luck. One sure
way to have good luck with
theatre carpet is to insist on
Alexander Smith Carpet. You'll
find it in the country's most
successful theatres.

ALEXANDER SMITH CARPETS
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Hear 20th-Fox Plans No More Gov't Overtures

«REVI6WS»
Must Determine Whether to

Press Demand if 20th-Fox,

Para. Elect to Fight Suit

(Continued from Page 1)

the settlement ask for extreme
relief—meaning divorcement?
From informed sources, it was

learned that the Government's own
answer to that interrogatory will

not be long in coming. Elimination
of the divorcement issue—the prin-

cipal objective in the action, as

stressed on several occasions by
Thurman W. Arnold, Assistant At-
torney General—necessarily would
affect the trial line of attack. Hence,
the need for a reasonably speedy
decision.

No More 20th-Fox Overtures?
Twentieth Century-Fox is not ex-

pected to make any further over-

tures to the Government in an ef-

fort to arrive at an acceptable con-

sent decree, and will go to trial, it

was reliably reported yesterday fol-

lowing the company's rebuff at the
hands of the D of J.

Paramount's Executive Com-
mittee held a lengthy session
yesterday, but at its conclusion,

it was learned that no definite

decision had been reached as to

whether it would go along with
Metro, Warners and RKO and
"take a decree" or join 20th-
Fox in fighting to the last ditch.

"We are still talking," Barney
Balaban, prexy, told The Film
Daily. It was understood that there
were no joint discussions by Para-
mount and 20th-Fox yesterday.

Earlier, there had been reports
that Paramount, closely affiliated

with 20th-Fox in working out re-

visions of earlier decree drafts, felt

that the position taken by the latter

company should be adopted.
Of the three companies which

recently indicated their willing-

ness to accept a decree,—War-
ners, Metro and RKO,—no
change of front is anticipated.

It Was learned yesterday at
Warners that the company felt

that what had happened to 20th-

Fox, and what course of action

the latter may take as a result,

should have no bearing on its

decision. Warner execs, firmly

believe an acceptable basis for

a decree can be reached, and
are prepared to resume discus-

Steed, Hard-Shelled;
©timer, Soft-Hearted
Out of Dallas yesterday, via a wire

from Bob O'Donnell, Interstate Circuit

execs., bobbed advice to A. Montague,
Columbia's general sales manager, that

the latter's racing turtle had grabbed
third place in the Variety Club's annual
Turtle Derby in that city, and that a

check for the resulting prize money was
about to be forwarded. The soft-hearted

owner of the hard-she!led steed tele-

graphed O'Donnell prcnto that he should

take the check and "use it for that

worthy cause you so well represent in

Texas." Hence, the Variety Club's

charity fund turned out to be all but

the technical winner.

CIO Calls Off Invasion of Projectionist
Field; "No Longer Interested," Explanation

Scranton—There will be no CIO invasion of the projectionist field in opposition

to the strongly entrenched IATSE.
Charter issued more than a year ago by the CIO to operators employed by the

Bulls Head Theater, North Scranton, and the Taylor Theater in Taylor has been revoked,

it is officially announced.
"The CIO is no longer interested in motion picture operators," it is stated.

Bulls Head was picketed by the A F of L for its employment of "non-union"
operators.

Denounce Bed Taint Charges
Leech Testimony Assailed; Dies Hearing On

(Continued

of the Grand Jury investigation was
John Lewis Leech, of Portland, Ore.,

admitted former Communist organ-
izer, who recently testified similarly
at a Dies Committee hearing in

Texas.
Leech was denounced as "an un-

mitigated liar" by Fredric March,
one of the screen figures named, as

disclosed by the transcript of Grand
Jury testimony. Denials as vehe-
ment come from others accused by
Leech, either directly or through
their spokesmen.

In addition to March, Leech had
"fingered" the following:

Lionel Stander, Jean Muir, Frank
Tuttle, Tanai Tuttle, Frank Davis,
Clifford Odets, Sam Ornitz, Fran-
chot Tone, Gregory La Cava, Lester
Cole, James Cagney, Humphrey Bo-
gart, Frank Scully, Francis Lederer,

from Page'l)

Herbert J. Biberman and Buddy
Schulberg.
Charges that Leech's testimony

was linked directly with the polit-

ical aspirations of District Attorney
Burton Fitts were made by Stander
and Ornitz in the course of their

statements. Fitts is campaigning
for re-election.

The Dies Committee is scheduled
to continue its own secret hearing
here tomorrow.

Screen Actors Guild officials in

Hollywood yesterday declared, "mem-
bers of SAG hate nazism, commun-
ism and fifth columnists. Because
they do, the Guild feels it is neces-
sary to point out that the present
smear campaign against certain
prominent actors is playing squarely
into hands of real fifth columnists,
whom America must smash."

sions with the Government on
the assumption that Metro and
RKO will also do so.

Suspension of any action against
these three companies is expected
during the trial period. It was
pointed out by one exec, of the three
that such a suspension would en-

able them to continue their business
until the trial period is over.

"Then," he said, "if the case is

won by the Government, we must
accept a decree anyway, and if it

goes the other way, we are free to

throw it out as being unfair to us
when all other companies in the
business are unrestricted."
Twentieth Century-Fox is said to

be adamant that an acceptable es-

cape clause must be put in the de-

cree, and that the rejection of its

amended escape prevented it from
doing anything else but going to

trial.

It is also pointed out that unfair
competition would inevitably result

from acceptance of any decree, un-
less it covers all, as one group of

distributors would be able to sell

pictures any way they pleased, while
restrictions would hamstring the ac-

ceptees of the decree, with injury

to their business certain to result.

See Dilemma for D of J

Something of the same nature is

one of the things which may deter-
mine the D of J's course of action
with regard to divorcement. While
the Government may be disposed to

press home its attack all the way
against those companies declining

a settlement—if one does materialize
for three or more defendants—its

position in so doing may be vulner-
able, it is pointed out.

Not only that, but it is observed
that should the courts finally find

for the Government, requiring di-

vorcement, any majors which ac-
cepted a decree to retain their the-
ater holdings, among other things,
would find themselves "left holding
the bag," so to speak.

Meanwhile, signs multiplied at the
D of J headquarters here that the
Government believed trial in the
cases of the Little Three—United
Artists, Columbia and Universal

—

and Twentieth-Fox, and possibly
Paramount, was inevitable.

It was learned that the De-
partment's field investigators
would be ordered to resume ac-
tivity next week, with Boston
territory mentioned as the scene.
Paramount is well entrenched
there. It was said that both Sey-
mour Simon and Seymour Krei-
ger, special assistants to the
Attorney General, are expected
to be assigned there. Kreiger
returns from a vacation Mon-
day.

Paul Williams, Robert L. Wright,
Robert Sher and James F. Hayes,
special assistants, are scheduled to
return here from Washington Mon-
day. James Malloy, special assis-
tant, is now here, while J. Stephen
Doyle, also a special assistant, re-
turns from a vacation shortly.

"One Crowded Night"
with Billie Seward, William Haade, Cbajles

Lang, Adele Pearce

RKO- Radio 68* „'ns.

GRIPPING HUMAN INTEREST DRAMA
WHICH SHOULD BE WELL RECEIVED BY
FANS GENERALLY.

Lots of filmgoers are going to like this

offering because, among other reasons, it

is life and it's lively. Eligible as prime
factors, too, are the sincere and moving
characterizations, the skill with which so

many interlocking components of the story

are kept in vivid and clear line by Director

Irving Reis, and the fact that the rather

stark drama of it all is never oppressing and
always interesting.

The locale of the yarn is a tourist camp,
—with the characteristic restaurant and gas

station,—hard by a highway which traverses

the western desert. The enterprise's own-
er-family consists of a convict's wife (Anne
Revere), her younger unmarried sister (Gale

Storm), the former's small son (Casey John-

son), and their mother (Emma Dunn) and
father (George Watts). They are "refu-

gees" from public opinion in Duluth, where
Anne Revere's husband, Paul Guilfoyle,

was an alleged accomplice in a crime.

Various facets are presented by the ar-

rival of Adele Pearce, cast in the role of a

young wife, who, traveling from Florida,

and about to have a baby, is en route to

meet her husband. The latter, Charles

Lang, unable to locate her, has deserted

from the Navy to find her. Billie Seward,

who has the most important femme role

in the proceedings, works in the tourist

camp and is in love with an ambitious

truck-driver (William Haade). Her past

is linked to gangsters.

They arrive on the scene, together with

the captors of the Navy deserter. Further

facets are provided by a triangle composed
of the yearning-to-get-away Gale Storm,

her gas station attendant suitor, and one of

the slick crooks who is bent on killing the

fugitive Guilfoyle. J. M. Kerrigan is the

patent medicine man,—a doctor in dis-

grace,—who helps matters end happily in

the plot.

For all its seeming complexities, the story

can be followed with facility. For the most

part, the action takes place in a single

night. The sole departures from possibility

are that so much drama could take place in

a single locale, and that the disgraced doc-

tor should have such a versatile elixir to

peddle. No matter, "One Crowded Night"

is entertainment. That's all that matters

to the exhib. and—his customers.

CAST: Billie Seward, William Haade, Anne
Revere, Paul Guilfoyle, Emma Dunn, George

Watts, Dick Hogan, Gale Storm, Don Cos-

tello, Gaylord Pendleton, Charles Lang,

Adele Pearce, J. M. Kerrigan, Casey John-

son, Harry Shannon, Ferris Taylor.

CREDITS Producer, Cliff Reid;: Director,

Irving Reis; Screenplay, Richard Collins,

Arnaud d'Usseau; Executive Producer, Lee

Marcus; Author, Ben Holmes; Director of

Photography, J. Roy Hunt; Art Director,

Van Nest Polglase; Associate, Lucius Crox-

ton; Film Editor, Theron Warth; Recorded

by John L. Cass.

DIRECTION, Solid. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.
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PARA. DECREE OK AWAITS ESCAPE CLAUSE

RKO Reorg. Fees Cut to $638,073 by Court
THE WEEK IN

REVIEW
20th-Fox Terms Mxvtl

By WINFIELD ANDRUS

CONSENT DECREE: Word from
Washington that the D of J would
not accept changes in the proposed

n consent decree as suggested by 20th
i Century-Fox, with Paramount rep-

resented as agreeable to them, was
equity suit highlight of the

; week. Government is now consid-
:, ring whether to accept a decree
•: from M-G-M, Warners and RKO,
a with 20th-Fox listed among those

:ing to fight and Paramount's
rion not clarified. Columbia,
:ed Artists and Universal, and

a possibly 20th-Fox and Paramount,
ue expected to remain as defen-

ai lants to the suit when trial is re-
sumed Oct. 7. The D of J is con-

I lidering whether to press for di-
'. orcement against remaining defen-
ri lants on that date. Text of the
t iroposed 20th-Fox revision was ex-
\i lusively published in The Film
"•• Daily of Tuesday. Exhibitor reac-
"' ions to the proposed decree were
:• -aried. Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA

' iiead, assailed secrecy attending con-
; erences. MPTOA board will meet

lKoon and will call Govt, attention
( |'o their objections to some parts of
; he proposals. Allied was reported

- generally favorable to the draft
1 lespite blasts at the blocks-of-five
^provision from two units.

, FINANCIAL: A mid-week report

\ ,
evealed Paramount's cash position
it close to $20,000,000, approaching
.n all-time high . . . Six months
et of Pathe Film Corp. increased
o $53,722.59 . . . Du Pont Film
Manufacturing Corp. net profit for
'ix months was reported at $909,-
'

10.33.

THIS AND THAT: That at least
7 states have "blue laws" was re-
ealed in a survey by Attorney Gen-
ral James R. Morford of Wilming-
,on, Del. . . . Employes of Loew's,
ac, were assured their jobs would
e held open in the event of com-
ulsory military service in a letter
om prexy Nicholas M. Schenck . . .

•ismissal of the Westway (Balti-
iore) Theater case was upheld by
ie United States Circuit Court of
ppeals.

IM

:?

Cra-

: :« I

|N

120,000 Shares of New
Common Go to Atlas;

Six Claims Rejected

Final allowances in the RKO reorg.
proceedings totaling $638,073 and
120,000 shares of RKO new common
stock were granted on Friday by
Federal Judge William Bondy in a
long awaited opinion filed in the
Federal Court. The awards repre-
sented a drastic reduction from a
total of $2,025,214 and 100,000 shares
cf stock requested by attorneys and
creditors in preliminary hearings.
Judge Bondy followed a suggestion

(Continued on Page 6)

RKO Names Cammack

So. American Chief

Ben Y. Cammack has been ap-
pointed general manager of RKO's
South American branches. He re-

places Nat Liebeskind who has re-

signed. Cammack, who has been
assistant to Phil Reisman, vice-pres-

(Continucd on Page 7)

B & K's Tele Station

In Old Guyon Studio?

Chicago — B & K's television sta-

tion will be located in the old Guyon
studios on the West Side, it is re-

ported, while it is also understood
that NBC will establish its tele sta-

tion atop the Civic Opera building.

RICHEY TO BE

R0DGERS AIDE
Will Handle Exbib. and Trade

Relations

H. M. Richey, director of exhibitor
relations for RKO, has resigned to

accept a similar position with M-G-
M. Richey's
duties will be
flexible but
he will de-
vote himself
largely to

exhibitor and
trade rela-

tions, assist-

ing W. F.
Rodgers, gen-
eral sales
manager.

Richey left

Friday for a
two-week va-
cation at his

summer cottage at Morpeth, Ont.,

and will take over his new duties

on Sept. 3.

New ideas in trade and public re-

(Continned on Page 4)

H. M. RICHEY

Theater Ad Restrictions

Proposed in Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh— Civic organizations
here have urged proposals on city

and state officials to force theaters
(Continued on Page 4)

Crescent Charges to Stand
Defense Loses Round in Tenn. Trust Suit

Dies Goes Easy on Film
Red Charges at Hearings

West Coast Bureau of -THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Secret hearings held

here Friday and Saturday by the
Dies Committee were reported to

have touched but lightly if at all

on the sensational charges that
Communistic activities here involved
film "names."

Rep. Martin Dies, who arrived

(Continued on Page 4)

Nashville, Tenn. — Charges that
the Crescent Amusement Co. and its

affiliates and certain film distribu-

tors used control of feature films to

eliminate or restrain competition will

not be dropped from the Govern-
ment's anti-trust suit, according to

decision handed down by Federal
Judge Elmer D. Davies.
Target of defense counsel was the

following paragraph in the D of J's

complaint:
"The defendant exhibitors have

(Continued on Page 6)

Report Para. Willing to

Accept Decree if Escape
Clause is Revised

Paramount reportedly is will-

ing to accept the terms of the
consent decree if a satisfactory-
escape clause can be written. It was
reported over the week-end that com-
pany attorneys and executives were
attempting to devise a new clause
that would be approved by both Para-
mount and the Government.

Indications are that Paramount
will agree to the other provisions of
the proposed decree. But executives
are emphatic in their stand against
the escape clause as written.
With Paramount's acceptance de-

pending on the changing of one sec-
(Continued on Page 4)

Mono. Coast Move

Within 90 Days

Monogram will move its home
office, with the exception of the for-
eign department, to Hollywood with-
in 90 days, it was decided Friday at
a meeting of the board of directors.
The foreign department will head-
quarter at the New York exchange
with Norton V. Ritchey in charge.

In order to house the business and
production departments under one

(Continued on Page 7)

Pallos Represents Korda
On United Artists Board

Steve Pallos has been named to

United Artists' board of directors as
Alexander Korda's representative.
Pallos was Korda's general manager
in England and was brought to the

(Continued on Page 6)

Free Pix In Philly

For British Seamen
Philadelphia—City's theaters are being

asked to co-operate with a local com-
mittee seeking to have British seamen
who come to this port on ships through
the war area invited in groups free to

theaters as guests. S-W and indies

are going along. Transportation is

provided.
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FINANCIAL
(QUOTATIONS OF FRIDAY, AUG. 16)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7 7 7

Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/
2%)

Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 7/8 TVs TVs + %
East. Kodak 125V4 124'/2 124i/

2 — y2
do pfd 171 171 171 + 1

Gen. Th. Eq 8y4 85/8 8%
Loew's, Inc 233,4 23% 2314— %
do pfd
Paramount S'/s 5Vs 5'/s
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 8 8 8
Pathe Film 7% TVi T%
RKO 25/8 2'/2 2i/

2 — %
RKO pfd 35 35 35 — Vi
20th Century-Fox . . . 5% 55/s 5%
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2V4 2% 2V4
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46100% 1003/4 100% — Vs
Loew's deb. 3y2s46.103 102y4 103 + %
Para. B'way 3s55... 46 46 46
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47 87 87 87 + l/4
RKO 6s41
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 9% 95/8 9%
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 '

Connolly with Fralick
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Mike Connolly, a vet-

eran in the agency and production
field, has become associated with
Freddie Fralick, the agent.

m The Broadway Parade 11
Picture and Distributor Theater

I Love You Again (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Capitol

The Great McGinty (Paramount Pictures) • .....Paramount

Three Faces West (Republic Pictures) Criterion

The Ghost Creeps ( Monogram Pictures) • • Globe

The Sea Hawk (Warner Bros.)—2nd week • Strand

The Return of Frank James (20th Century-Foxl—2nd week...- ..Roxy

Pride and Prejudice (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)—2nd week Music Hall

Stage to Chino (RKO Radio Pictures) (a) Central

The Most Dangerous Game (RKO Radio Pictures) (a) • • Central

The Man I Married (20th Century-Fox) (a-b) Palace

Queen of Destiny (RKO Radio Pictures) (a-b) Palace

The Gorilla (20th Century-Fox) (a-d) Rialto

The Hound of the Baskervilles (20th Century-Fox) (a-d) Rialto

TWO-A-DAY RU1\S
Cone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—36th week Astor

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—24th week World

Daybreak (A. F. E. Corp.)—4th week Little Carnegie

FUTURE OPENINGS
Young People (20th Century-Fox)—Aug. 23 Roxy

Anne of Windy Poplars (RKO Radio Pictures)—Aug. 23 (a) Palace

They Drive By Night (Warner Bros.)—Aug. 23 (a-b) Palace

Golden Gloves (Paramount Pictures)—Aug. 24 Rialto

Flowing Gold (Warner Bros.)—Sept. 6 • • -.Strand

The Ramparts We Watch (RKO Radio-March of Time) (c) Music Hall

Boom Town (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) (c) Capitol

Rhythm on the River (Paramount Pictures) (c) Paramount

(a) Dual bill. (b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill. (d) Revival.

Four Circuits Sign

For RKO New Product

RKO announced product deals with

four important circuits over the

week-end. Contracts cover features

and shorts of the 1940-41 program.

Circuits involved in the transac-

tions are the Butterfield Theaters,

representing 51 situations in Mich-

igan; Sparks circuit of 101 houses

in Florida and Georgia; Manos
Amusement Co.'s 14 theaters in

western Pennsylvania, and the No-
topoulos circuit of the 13 theaters

also in western Pennsylvania.

"Boom Town" in Second
Week in 8 of 9 Houses

Eight out of nine theaters which
played Metro's "Boom Town" for test

engagements at 25 to 33 1-3 per cent

b.o. tilts last week held the multiple

starrer for a second week, the com-
pany reported at the week-end. Ex-
ception was Atlantic City where pre-

vious booking commitments pre-

cluded a holdover despite the fact

"Boom Town" did biz 500 per cent

of normal there. In all spots, the pix

built day by day to top earlier Metro
big grossers, including "Boys' Town."

Proclaims "Brigham Young Day"
Salt Lake City—Governor Henry

H. Blood of Utah, in a proclamation
issued Friday, set aside Aug. 23 as

"Brigham Young Day," in honor of

the world premiere of 20th-Fox's
picture.

Sabers Gets 5 French Pix

Announcement was made Satur-

day by Sabers Films, Inc., that it

had received sole distribution rights

in North America and Latin-Amer-
ica for five French films. Films are:

"Berlingot Et Cie," "La Goualeuse,"
"Visages de Femmes," "Jeunes
Filles Dem Paris," and "Gigolette."

Grainger Off for Coast
With Inland Stop-offs

Prexy James R. Grainger, of Re-
public, left New York at the week-
end for an extended trip to the
Pacific Coast, stopping off en route
at Pittsburgh, St. Louis, New Or-
leans, Dallas, Oklahoma City and
Los Angeles.

Grainger will preside at Western
Regional Sales meeting to be held
at the Republic Studios on Aug. 29,

which will be attended by J. T.

Sheffield, Northwestern franchise
holder; Ed Walton, Seattle branch
manager J. H. Sheffield, Portland
manager; Gene Gerbase, Denver
manager; G. S. Pinnell, Salt Lake
City manager E. M. Loy, Butte man-
ager; Francis Bateman, Los Angeles
branch manager; Sid Weisbaum, San
Francisco manager and executives
of Republic studios.

Grainger plans to stop off at San
Francisco and Chicago on his return
trip East, arriving in New York
about Sept. 15.

J, L & S to Protect Jobs
Of Employes in 111. Guard

Chicago—Jones, Linick & Schaefer
circuit announced Friday that it will'

protect the jobs of all employes en-
rolled in the National Guard who
are called for active Federal service.

Action of the local circuit paral-
lels that of Loew's, as disclosed last
week.

Mendelsohn Planning
Chi. Indie Booking Office

Chicago—Felix Mendelsohn, for-
merly M-G-M exchange manager
here, and his son, Ted Mendelsohn,
former Warner branch manager at
Albany, have under consideration
plans for an independent booking or-
ganization for the Chicago territory.

COmillG and GOIM

JOSEPH M. SCHENCK, board chairman of 20th
Fox, returned to the Coast over the week-enc

H. M. RICHEY, newly appointed exhibitc

relations director for Metro, is vacationing i

Canada.

COL. H. A. COLE, Allied prexy, returns t

Washington tonight.

"CHESTER B. BAHN, editor of THE FILM DAI'
is motoring through up-state New York
Canada, with first stop in Syracuse.

WILLIAM C. GEHRINC, 20th-Fox divisio
manager, has returned from Toronto.

SID RECHETNIK of Warners' publicity sta
is vacationing in New London, Conn.

HERB BERG of Paramount's publicity deparl
ment is vacationing at Montauk.

CHARLES COHEN of Metro's publicity deparl
ment returns today from the second leg of h
vacation.

WOLFE COHEN, Warner district manager
Canada with headquarters in Toronto, arrived
New York over the week-end for confereno
with Roy Haines, Eastern and Canadian sali

manager.

G. L. CARRINCTON, vice-president and gei
eral manager of Altec Service Corp., is back
New York after a month's business trip totallir

9,400 miles.

JACK KIRSCH, Illinois Allied prexy, has rcj

turned to Chicago from New York. LC '.

ABRAMSON, his assistant, is vacationing
Elkhart Lake, Wise.

HARRY TURRELL, Warner Theaters, Chicag
zone manager, and MRS. TURRELL are on tl

West Coast on a motor vacation trip.

SAMUEL ROSEN, formerly of the New Hav.
film district, and uncle of the present Sa
Rosen of Rosen Film Delivery, is a visitor fro

Florida.

ADOLPH G. JOHNSON and AL ROBBINS
the Strand, Hamden, Conn, have returned fro

a trip to Weld and Winthrop, Me.

C. O. FULGHAM, division manager for tl

Griffith Amusement Co., Oklahoma City, r

wife, and son, PAUL LINDSEY, have left for
Red River, N. M. vacation.

HARRY LOWENSTEIN, president of Lowenste
Theaters, Inc., Ardmore, Okla. will spend
month's vacation in California.

MR. and MRS. I. C. KILLOUCH, Griffith ci

cuit partners in Ada, Okla., have left for s

weeks' vacation trip through the Pacific Nortl

west.

GEORGE ABBOTT has returned from the Coa;

ABBOTT and COSTELLO have left for til

Coast.

E. W. McLELLAN, manager of the technic

section of Erpi's foreign department, has saili

for Iceland to supervise the installation

equipment in two theaters in Reykjavik.

D. LEONARD HALPER, of Warners' Clevelai

staff, is at the Warwick.

RAY MILLAND is here from Hollywood for

vacation.

LORETTA YOUNG and her husband, TO
LEWIS, are en route to New York by car frc i

Mexico City.

JOE E. BROWN is at Saratoga.
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- BOOMTOWN
BOOMING!
The grosses in M-G'M's 9 Advanced Price

Test Engagements started far ahead of

the biggest pictures of the past and every

day the margin gets BIGGER and BIGGER!

BOOM TOWN YESTERDAY TODAY

BEATS "SAN FRANCISCO" by $35,795 by $37,640

BEATS "TEST PILOT" by $43,654 by $45,014

BEATS "BOYS TOWN" by $45,961 by $49,928

BEATS "BABES IN ARMS" by $51,489 by $56,484

BEATS "NORTHWEST PASSAGE" by $58,604 by $65,474

NOTE: All figures are in the same 9 situations in which "BoomTown" is now playing,

and for the same number of days. In order for this message to appear in today's trade

press these figures were compiled on Friday. Watch the papers for further reports!

YOUR TOWN WILL
SOON BE A
BOOM TOWN!
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Para. Decree OK

Awaits New Clause

{Continued from Page \)

tion, only the status of 20th Century-
Fox remains unsettled. Its counter-
proposals to the decree having been
rejected by the Government, official

attitude of the company is expected
to be announced this week.

Meanwhile, national Allied re-

fuses to take any official action un-
til the fate of the decree is settled

one way or another. President H.
A. Cole said on Friday that the
"decree has been changed so many
times, we can't keep up with it, so

we can't voice an opinion until there

is something permanent."

Dies Goes Easy on Film
Red Charges at Hearings

{Continued from Page 1)

here on the heels of the furore cre-

ated by the publication of a tran-

script of testimony given before a
Los Angeles County Grand Jury by
John L. Leech, ex-Communist or-

ganizer, was careful to point out his

own belief that "only a small minor-
ity is involved."

"I believe most actors and ac-

tresses, writers and directors are
patriotic citizens," said Dies, whose
committee previously had given
Leech a hearing.

Meanwhile, the industry's posi-

tion had been stated by Y. Frank
Freeman, Para, vice-prexy and pres-

ident of the Association of Motion
Picture Producers. Freeman de-

clared that Hollywood, with its ap-
proximately 32,000 film workers, wel-
comes a complete and impartial in-

vestigation by a duly appointed
body of the United States Govern-
ment constituted for the purpose
of making inquiries into the subject
of subversive and un-American ac-

tivities.

He said it has always been a de-

sire of all loyal American workers
in the motion picture industry to co-

operate with the Government repre-
sentatives in aiding them in rightful
performance of their duties. He
pointed out that the film industry is,

above all, an American industry.

Abe Kaufman Hospitalized

Chicago—Abe Kaufman, B & K
chief film booker, is in Oak Park
Hospital for observation.

WEDDING BELLS

Pittsburgh—Sylvia Zeisel, secre-

tary at the local M-G-M exchange,
and Hyman Hurwitz, of Butler, were
married here yesterday.

Helen Tendler, 20th-Fox biller,

New Haven, married Leighton Plot-

kin of New Haven over the week-
end.

ALONG THE

with PHIL M. DALY;
T T

• • • THAT "Little Napoleon" of baseball the late John J.

McGraw had great capacity for forgiveness when a member

of his club whether star or rookie was guilty of a mechanical

error In sharp contrast the heart of McGraw was as hard

as a diamond —and not the baseball variety, either— toward

any player whose misplay sprang from bad judgment Now
what has all this to do with filmland? Well, just hear us out

• • « OUT of locales in both the U. S. and Canada

are currently emerging some disturbing dispatches

disturbing because they reflect what is obviously faulty judgment

on the part of certain exhibs playing features which

have an anti-Nazi theme What these exhibs are doing in

violation of good sense is the displaying of the swastika in

various manners on and in their theaters True, such

display is only to exploit the film but there have been some

evil repercussions resulting from such seemingly innocent

and well-intentioned moves

• • • ONLY the other day word came to this corner

from a community in Virginia that an exhib. had placed a swastika

on his theater lobby floor anent the engagement of an anti-Nazi

opus The customers didn't stop to reason out the whys and where-

fores of the emblem's presence —they just didn't like its presence

and that was that! Now out of Des Moines also popped

this past week a press account of a theater manager having hired

a pair of youths to wear Nazi uniforms in the business district

to bally an anti-Nazi production A near riot was twice averted

Then the youths quit calling the stunt "a bum gag" Crowds

had muttered ominously and one patriotic-minded gent prefaced

the doffing of the boy's uniforms by telling the latter: "If you

walk two blocks more in those uniforms I'll take 'em off!"

• • • UP in Smiths Falls a week ago tonight

several hundred citizens of that Ontario rail-junction town
augmented by members of the local militia threatened to

tear down swastika signs displayed on a community film

house whose attraction was an anti-Nazi feature Police

said they had suggested to the management on several occasions

prior to the arrival of the demonstrating populace and
soldiers that the signs be removed but no step in that

direction was taken by the management But the mob got

action,—and how! The theater gentry took 'em down
turned them over to the police and the police to the soldiers

Even a jig-saw puzzle expert couldn't have put the signs

together again when the soldiers got through with them

• • • DEAR Mr. Exhib.: In conclusion permit us to state

that (1) John McGraw was a wise and strategic guy (2) the road

to hell is paved with good intentions ...... and (3) did you ever see a
bull sit down and analyze whether a red flag was merely to stop a train

and that Uncle Ezry's red shirt was but part of his Hicksville Fire

Dept. uniform? ......

« « « » » »

H. M. Richey to Be

Aide to Rodgers

(Continued from Page 1)

lations have been discussed by
Richey and Rodgers and efforts tc

put those ideas into practice will be
started when Richey returns. Richej
will spend a great deal of his time
in the field in direct contact with ex-

hibitor problems. In announccin
the appointment, Rodgers said V

was in with with M-G-M's policy of

maintaining the closest possible con-
tact and relationship with its cus-
tomers.

Richey joined RKO in 1938 after
many years in exhibitor organiza-
tion work. His first contact with thc-

industry was in 1921 when he joined
Michigan Theater Owners Assn. Ir

1924, he was selected to represenl
the exhibitors in the campaign tc

eliminate the war tax on admissions
Richey was one of the founders oi

national Allied, serving as secretarj
for five years, and was busines;
manager of the Michigan unit. H(
was an organizer of Co-operatiw
Theaters of Michigan and Chief Bar
ker of the Detroit Variety Club.

Theater Ad Restrictions

Proposed in Pittsburgh

(Continued from Page 1)

to discontinue marquee, street dis

play and billboard advertising.
One of the proposals received fron

the Chamber of Commerce request:

the City Council to ban overhanging
signs and other displays extending
into or over the streets in the down
town business section. Expecting
storm of protest from theater oper
ators, council has tabled the meas
ure with the comment that sign:

bring $30,000 a year into the city

treasury.

Posters have already been out
lawed on the new Pittsburgh-to-Har
risburg Highway which is to opei

in September, which will affect manj
theaters that use billboards.

Delacorte Advances Two
George T. Delacorte, publisher, an

nounces the appointment of Harok
L. Dawson as advertising manage]
of Modern Magazines with Duncai
A. Dobie, Jr., as Eastern advertising

manager. Both men have been wit!
the company for many years.

Secures Rights to "Girls"

"Girls in Uniform" has been se-

cured by Screencraft Pictures and i<

will be booked on a roadshow basis

STORKS!
Pittsburgh—Mr. and Mrs. Harr:

Browarsky are the parents of a 9 1
/!

pound daughter, born in the Magei
Hospital here. Papa operates thi

Bellevue and Linden Theaters h
Bellevue, Pa.
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Crescent Charges

Stand, Says Judge

{Continued from Page 1)

been able to take over the operation

of numerous theaters and keep other

theaters closed in said Crescent
towns during the past five years by
virtue of the control exercised by
them over the licensing of feature
pictures for exhibition in said towns
as hereinafter alleged."

A second motion of defendants
seeking to eliminate from considera-

tion certain particular cases cited

in the Government's bill of particu-

lars was also denied, meaning that

the defendants appear to have to

go to trial against all charges as

originally proposed.
However, Judge Davies granted a

motion by the defendants for an or-

der directing the Government to sup-
ply any information it may obtain

that would complete the bill of par-

ticulars.

In addition to Crescent Amuse-
ment Co., Lyric Amusement Co.,

Nu-Strand Corporation, Cumberland
Amusement Co., Strand Enterprises.

Inc., Rockwood Amusements, Inc.,

Cherokee Amusements, Inc., and the

Kentucky Amusement Co., owning
theaters in Tennessee, Kentucky,
Alabama, Arkansas, and Mississippi,

were listed as exhib. defendants in

the filing of the motions.
The suit against Crescent, et al.,

and the eight majors, was filed on
August 11, 1939, and complements the
Government's New York equity ac-

tion against the Big Eight.

Pallos Represents Korda
On United Artists Board

(Continued from Page 1)

U. S. when production activities

ceased.
Emanuel Silverstone, Korda's east-

ern representative and board mem-
ber until Pallos' appointment, will

continue to sit in at directors' meet-
ings.

Bagnall Korda V-P, Gen'l. Mar.
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — George Bagnall has

been named vice-president and gen-
eral manager of Alexander Korda
Films, Inc.

Florida Exhib. in Conn.
New Britain, Conn.—Operation of

the 963-seat Rialto Theater has been
acquired from Max Tabackman by
Nick Marlemes, of the Royal, Tarpon
Springs, Fla., who starts Sept. 1.

All Soviet Films
Under Croatian Ban

Belgrade (By Cable)—Tension existing
between the peasant population of Cro-
atia and Communist formenters has com-
pelled the authorities to ban Russian
pictures, whether educational or propa-
gandists.
At Zagreb only American and English

pictures will be featured. German news-
reels have been banned because of the
political Russo-Nazities.

Philly Move to Use U. S. Marshal to Fight
Picketing on Defense Tax Grounds is Flop

Philadelphia—Local exhib. 's bright idea of using the Federal admish tax as a peg
on which to offset picketing of his house proved a floppo.

Exhib. asked for the assignment of a deputy U. S. Marshal to be stationed in front
of his box office at all times the house was opened, suggesting that the parade of
pickets in front of the theater was causing commotion and interfering with biz and hence
the collection of Uncle Sam's defense tax.

The U. S. Marshal's office, however, couldn't exactly see it that way.

Inquiry at the U. S. Marshal's office in New York Friday brought the official
ruling that any such situation sketched in Philly was up to the police to correct.

RKOReorg.AllowancesPared
Court Cuts From $2,025,214 to $638,073

(Continued from Page 1)

of the SEC which had petitioned the
Court to confine allowances to a
$600,000 ceiling because the SEC
said that RKO could not afford to
pay larger fees. In addition, the
Court expressly disallowed the claims
of six attorneys on the grounds that
they had not rendered valuable ser-
vices in the proceedings.

Bondy on Atlas Allowance
Atlas Corp., proponent of the re-

org. plan, was granted 120,000
shares of stock, $170,000 as reim-
bursement for the payment of fees
to its attorneys, Simpson, Thacher
& Bartlett, and $20,156 as additional
disbursements for expenses. Judge
Bondy stated expressly that "I am
of the opinion that the payments
made by Atlas to Rathvon & Co.,

Inc., W. J. Merrill and Leo Spitz for
services, and overhead expenses, are
not reimburseable as costs or ex-
penses within the meaning of the
plan of reorganization, or of the
Bankruptcy Act, but that such ex-
penditures are properly to be con-
sidered in determining the value of
the services rendered by Atlas Corp.
in this proceeding, for which services
it is entitled to compensation in
stock."

Complete List of Awards
The Court then proceeded to state

that 120,000 shax'es of new common
stock "represent the fair and reason-
able compensation to Atlas for all

of its services, including the services
of its associates." There is no in-

dication, Judge Bondy said, that
Spitz or Lehman Bros, had rendered
any services in connection with the
plan, but they had performed ad-
ministration work, and therefore,

Atlas could not ask for reimburse-
ments for payments made to them.

Complete list of those receiving
awards is as follows:

Irving Trust Co., trustee of RKO, $80,000;
William J. Donovan, attorney for the Irving
Trust, $87,500, and $42 disbursements; for

services in the anti-trust suit, $65,000, and
$3,637 disbursements; Neil P. Cullum, at-

torney for the U. S. National Bank of Denver,
$500; the Chemical Bank & Trust Co., trustee
of 6 per cent gold note indentures, $20,000,
and $914 expenses; Wright, Gordon, Zachry
& Parlin, attorneys for the Chemical Bank,
$10,000; Central Hanover Bank & Trust Co.,

as trustee of 10 year gold indentures, $10,000,
and $141 expenses.

Also Larkin, Rathborne & Perry, attorneys
for the Central Hanover Bank, $7,500; City
Bank & Farmers Trust Co., trustee of ex-

tended 6 per cent gold notes, $1,900; Dela-
field, Marsh, Porter & Hope, attorneys for
the City Bank, $1,200; J. & W. Seligman &
Co., depository under agreement with RKO,
$7,500; Eberstadt stockholders committee, $4,-

750, and $49,825 expenses; Sullivan & Crom-
well, attorneys for the committee, $6,000; the
independent protective committee, $2,250;
George L. Schein, attorney for the committee,
$8,000, and $1,325 expenses; accountants for

the committee, $2,000; unsecured creditors
committee, $4,000, and $272 expenses; White
& Case, attorneys for the committee, $22,-

500, and $453 expenses; debenture holders
protective committee, $7,000, and $9,295 dis-

bursements; Chadbourne, Hunt, Jaeckl &
Brown, attorneys for the committee, $27,500,
and $720 disbursements; John S. Stover, $3,-

000; Abraham K. Weber, $300; and Price,

Waterhouse & Co., $4,800.

Six Claims Disallowed

Attorneys whose claims were dis-

allowed were: Kommel & Rosenberg,
Arthur H. Gleason, Saltiel & Saltiel,

Henry J. Allen, William Ihrig, and
Florence Sullivan.

A total of $968,000 has been here-
tofore paid during reorg. proceedings
to attorneys and to the Irving Trust
as both receiver and trustee. Total
of all allowances which will be paid
by RKO since the filing of the peti-

tion in January, 1933, will be $1,-

606,073, and 220,000 shares of stock

to Atlas Corp.

Roosevelt Would Purchase
"Meet the People" Rights

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — James Roosevelt is

talking a deal for the film rights to

the musical, "Meet the People," with
the idea of producing the pix with a
cast of unknowns.

Cartledge Succeeds Hampton
Spartanburg, S. C. — James C.

Cartledge has assumed management
of the State here, succeeding Nel-

son Hampton, who resigned to be-

come promotion manager of the
Spartanburg Herald-Journal.

War Service and Acting
Mixed by Pascal Unit

Completion of work on "Major
Barbara" is expected this week at

the Denham Studios in England, ac-

cording to word received here from
Gabriel Pascal, who is producing the

G. B. Shaw work. Pascal plans an
early U. S. trip. It was stated that
working conditions were incredible,

with production crews doubling as
road patrols, and actors, studio em-
ployes and everybody working on
the film, necessarily devoting part
of their time to whatever special
branch of the service to which they
belong.

HCLLyWCCD
*i i ai ist—
— By RALPH WILK =

HOLLYWOOD
^/ALT DISNEY will start work on his

* » Robert Benchley feature, "The Reluc-
tant Dragon," in approximately six weeks
with a view to a late Winter release of tr(

picture which will combine cartoon footage
and live action. Kenneth Graham is the
author of the story.

• •
PARAMOUNT is seeking to borrow Brenda
" Marshall from Warners to co-star with
William Holden in a picture. Miss Marshall
now is playing opposite John Garfield in

"East of the River."
' • •

DKO RADIO has named Sam Wood to

'* direct "The Devil and Miss Bishop,"

with Jean Arthur, as his second picture un-
der his two-picture deal with the studio; his

first is "Kitty Foyle."

• •
INDER arrangements now completed, the^ photographic laboratories and experi-

mental motion picture theater at Brooks
Field, adjacent to Kelly Field, Army Air

Corps advanced training center, will be
placed at the disposal of Arthur Hornblow,
Jr., for the use of his "I Wanted Wings."

TWENTIETH-FOX has assigned Irving

' Cummings to direct "Ready, Willing and
Beautiful," which has been combined with

"The Undercrust" as one picture.

• •
JOHN BARRYMORE has requested the

'"' Richard Aldrich-Richard Myers office

to extend his leave of absence in Hollywood
until Sept. 30 because retakes are necessary

for "The Great Profile."

• •
jvlORMAN KRASNA will write an untitled

' ^ photoplay for Marlene Dietrich at Uni-

versal which Joseph Pasternack will pro-

duce.

• •
"/•^UTLAWS OF THE PANHANDLE" is

^^the replacement title for Columbia's

new Charles Starrett outdoor drama, for-

merly known as "Blazing the Oklahoma
Trail" while at Universal, "The Man From

Cheyenne," with Johnny Mack Brown, has

been retitled "Law and Order," and "The
Devil's Pipeline" has become "South of

Sumatra."

SEVEN Merriel Abbott Dancers have ar-

rived from Chicago via Union Pacific for

Voles in Paramount's "Love Thy Neighbor."

Miss Abbott has been in Hollywood a week,

conferring with Producer-Director Mark
Sandrich on the routines the girls will do

in the picture.

• •
QLANS are taking shape here for a testi-

monial dinner for Winfield Sheehan, to »

be attended by those who worked for him

when he was Fox Film's production chief.

Rita Hay-

1

ing Starr I

LIARRY COHN, Bert Allenberg

' ' worth, Marc Lachman, Irvi

Louis Swartz, William C. Ball, Mike New
man, Jerome Safron, Ernst Vajda, anc

Michael Kraike were among the member,
of the audience that saw the preview ol

"He Stayed For Breakfast."
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Mono. Coast Move REVIEWS Of H€UJ flLfllS
Within 90 Days

(Continued from Payc 1)

roof larger studio space is now being-

sought, several locations being con-

sidered, President W. Ray Johnston
said.

•
v
Attending the sessions Friday
ere: Johnston, 0. Hemy Briggs,

Trem Carr, Scott R. Dunlap, Thomas
' P. Loach, Steve Broidy, John Mang-
han, J. A. Sisto and Col. T. C. Davis.
The board set Oct. 2 as the date

for the annual stockholders meeting.

Warners to Start Nine
Features Within 30 Days

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warners will start one

of the heaviest late Summer produc-
tion booms in the history of the stu-

dio, with no less than nine pictures
scheduled to start within the next
•30 days.

"South of Suez," co-starring
George Raft and Geraldine Fitzger-
ald and to be directed by Lew Seiler,

is the first to get under way starting
: today.

"Father Knows Best," to be di-

rected by Noel Smith, goes before
the cameras Wednesday.
Others scheduled include: "The

'jLady With Red Hair," autobiogra-
phy of Mrs. Leslie Carter, starring
Miriam Hopkins, to be directed by
Kurt Bernhardt, Aug. 26; "Without
Her Husband's Consent," to be di-

rected by Ray Enright, no cast set

yet, Aug. 26; "The Fabulous Thir-
ties," starring John Garfield, to be
directed by Edmund Goulding, Aug.
26; "Fifty Thousand Fliers," with
Dennis Morgan and Ronald Reagan,
Sept. 2; "Trial and Error," Sept. 2;

'The House on the Hill," Sept. 2;

'The Smiling Ghost," Sept. 16.

To Re-issue "Little Men"
Times Pictures, Inc., will re-issue

n early Fall as the first of a series

)f 12 feature productions made in
*1935 the original version of Louisa
\I. Alcott's immortal classic, "Little

;

'Men," starring Ralph Morgan and
*3rin O'Brien Moore.

Srecrter Movie Season Again
Grand Rapids, Mich.—Butterfield

Theaters and B & J Theaters are
sponsoring Greater Movie Season

i

his month to offset Summer dol-

drums.

iukle House Bowing In

Huntington, W. Va.—Burt Hukle
.# (ipens his new Westmor today.

Hi

Sh

S3

The Only Squawk
Detroit—"We have not had a com-

plaint on print conditions in two years,"
Ira Waddell, committee chairman for
the IATSE on print complaints, reported
here.

Only squawk Waddell said, is about
the practice of one distrib. in sealing
the bands on the reels, making them
very hard to get off and resulting in

many broken finger nails.

"Lucky Partners"
with Ronald Colman and Ginger Rogers

RKO Radio 102 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

GAY AND LIGHT COMEDY ROLLS UP
HEAVY TOTAL OF LAUGHS AND SHOULD
DELIGHT AUDIENCES EVERYWHERE.

Here is a gay, light comedy that should

delight audiences everywhere. It has much
fresh material and is expertly guided by

Lewis Milestone, with the result that a

heavy total of laughs is piled up. George

Haight functioned as producer, with Harry

E. Edington executive producer.

Ronald Colman is expertly cast as an

artist, who journeys to Niagara Falls on a

platonic honeymoon trip. Ginger Rogers is

very good as the girl who goes on the trip

which starts out as "artistic experiment"

but ends with Colman and Ginger falling in

love.

Jack Carson, Spring Byington, Cecilia

Loftus, Harry Davenport and Hugh O'Con-
nell, featured players, do splendid work.

Brandon Tynan, Leon Belasco, Edward Con-
rad, Walter Kingsford, Lucile Gleason and

Helen Lynd contributed to the merriment.

Allan Scott and John van Druten con-

cocted a sprightly screenplay, based on the

story by Sacha Guitry. Colman, who draws

caricatures in his cheap, shabby Greenwich
Village quarters, meets Ginger Rogers, who
runs a book-shop. She believes he will

bring her good luck and urges him to join

her in buying a sweepstake ticket. He
agrees on condition that if they win, she

will make a trip with him before she mar-

ries Jack Carson, her sweetheart.

This is to be an "artistic experiment" and

strictly on an impersonal basis. There are

some complications before they start on

their journey and several more later. Carson

follows them to Niagara Falls and makes a

2 a.m. call expecting to see them together;

he finds Ginger, but Colman has checked

out of the hotel and is headed for New York.

However, Carson. Colman and Ginger soon

face Davenport, a judge, when Colman is

suspected of stealing an auto and Carson

and Ginger's explanations fail to satisfy the

detective. The trial results in Carson be-

ing ordered to pay for damages to a hotel

door, and Ginger and Colman admitting

their love for each other.

CAST: Ronald Colman, Gineer Rogers,

Jack Carson, Spring Byington, Cecilia Lof-

tus, Harry Davenport, Hugh O'Connell,

Brandon Tynan. Leon Belasco, Edward Con-

rad, Walter Kingsford, Lucile Gleason, Helen

Lynd.

CREDITS: Executive Producer, Harry E.

Edington; Producer, George Haight; Direc-

tor, Lewis Milestone; From the story,

"Bonne Chance," by Sacha Guitry; Screen-

play, Allan Scott and John van Druten;

Cameraman, Robert de Grasse, ASC; Special

Effects by Vernon L. Walker, ASC; Art Di-

rector, Van Nest Polglase; Associate, Carroll

Clark; Editor, Henry Berman; Musical Score

by Dimitri Tiomkin.

DIRECTION, Expert. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fine.

Sherkel House to Scott
Houtzdale, Pa.—Vernon F. Scott,

who operates a chain of theaters
throughout Western Pennsylvania, on
Sept. 1 takes over the Sherkel The-
ater, which was owned and operated
by Carl M. Sherkel for many years.

"Ride, Tenderfoot,
Ride"

with Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June

Storey

Republic 65 Mins.

AGREEABLE ENTERTAINMENT FOR
ANY AUDIENCE; HUMOR, ACTION AND
MUSIC NEATLY BLENDED.

Latest of Republic's Gene Autry starrers,

this one contains material that is definitely

aimed at all classes of audiences, and

should go over with any type of audience.

There is sufficient action, the music is

good and there is plenty of humor. In ad-

dition, some highly amusing business has

been mixed in for good measure, with one

scene between Burnette and Joe Frisco, as

a tailor, certain to get belly laughs from

any audience.

The story itself is nothing much more

than a frame for Autry and his cast, but

it is neatly framed and smoothly worked

out. Autry and his usual support, Burnette,

Miss Storey and the vivacious and highly

personable young Miss Mary Lee, have an

even stronger supporting cast than usual

with such seasoned troupers as Warren
Hull and Joe Frisco making the most of

their opportunities. Frisco, as the tailor,

is hilariously funny.

Frank McDonald keeps the story mov'ng

smoothly under his directorial hand and the

technical aspects are all to the good. Autry

becomes heir to a packing company as the

result of a freak will. His pal shortly

tangles with Miss Storey, ranch owner and

also proprietor of a packing company, for

whom he works as a cowboy. She fires

him before she learns his identity, with a

deal being put into work by Hull, her busi-

ness manager and fiance, to absorb Autry's

company.

The rest of the story has Autry double

crossed and in lots of trouble before he

comes out on too and also takes Miss

Storey away from Hull.

CAST: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June
Storey, Mary Lee, Warren Hull, Forbes

Murray, Joe McGuinn Joe Frisco, Isobel

Randolph, Herbert Clifton, Mildred Shay,

Si Jenks, Cindy Walker, The Pacemakers.

CREDITS: Associate Producer. William
Berke; Director, Frank McDonald. Screen-

play, Winston Miller; Original Story, Betty

Burbridge and Connie Lee; Cameraman
Jack Marta; Editor, Lester Orlebeck.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Max Sieqel Returning
As Broadway Producer

Leaving Hollywood after a five-

year period. Max Sieeel, assistant
to the late Irving Thalberg, will re-
turn to Broadway this Fall as a pro-
ducer. He now has an option on a
play by Edmund Joseph and Alex
Gottlieb entitled "World Premiere."
Siegel resigned as general manager
of the Sam H. Harris office in 1935
to become associated with Thalberg.

Alice Faye as Belle Starr

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Alice Faye will be

20th-Fox's Belle Starr.

RKO Names (ammack

So. American Chief

(Continued from Page 1)

ident and general manager of for-

ign distribution, arrived in Buenos
Aires last week to take over his
new position.

Liebeskind will return to the U.
S. at the end of this month. It is

reported that he resigned because
of the ill health of his wife who
must return to this country to re-

cover.

Cammack has been in the film
business since 1916 when he joined
the General Film Co. in Dallas as a
poster clerk. For several years he
was Universal branch manager in

Atlanta and served as district man-
ager in Pittsburgh. He joined RKO's
foreign department in 1934.

Three Important Stories

For Metro 1940-41 Lineup

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Metro has closed

deals for three important story prop-
erties for 1940-41. They are "Some-
where I'll Find You," story of war
correspondents soon to appear in

Cosmopolitan magazine and intend-
ed for Clark Gable and Spencer
Tracy; "Slightly Married," by La-
dislaus Bus-Fekete, planned for Rob-
ert Montgomery, and "Female of
the Species," by Edmund L. Hart-
mann.

Sabu. Duprez In "Thief" Plug
Chicago—Will Bacher, production

manager for station WGN, has lined

up Sabu and June Duprez for next
WGN "In Chicago Tonight" broad-
cast. Sabu and Miss Duprez will

do scenes from "The Thief of Bag-
dad." RKO and United Artists
have sent stars for Bacher's previous
Movie Night series. Promises of
co-operation from Paramount, Uni-
versal and other leading companies
have been received, according to

the Chicago headquarters of the Mu-
tual chain.

New Memphis Negro House
Memphis, Tenn.—A new 625-seat

film theater to serve the Wm. H.
Foote Homes, Negro low-rent hous-
ing project, is planned by Marx &
Bensdorf, real estate agents, repre-
senting an unknown party. Tay-
mond B. Spencer, Memphis, is the
architect and H. A. McGuire & Co.
is general contractor. Cost is es-

timated at $35,000.

Granada Back to Krofta
Racine, Wis.—M. C. Krofta, oper-

ator of the Capitol theater here has
taken over the Granada, which he
operated from 1929 to 1932. Krofta
is secretary of the ITPA of Wiscon-
sin.

"Cheri Bibi" Bow In Hub
American premiere of the French

picture, "Cheri Bibi," has been set

for Labor Day at the Fine Arts
Theater, Boston.



Great American premiere, August 26th,

at Denver, Paramount, Broadway and

Rialto Theatres, Denver. Great American

news as Hollywood stars and press

celebrities assemble to build publicity

for subsequent engagements! National

release date August 30th.
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St. Louis Independents Threaten Buyers' Strike
Indies Protest F & M
Hold on Product and St.

Louis Amu. Co. Triples

St. Louis, Mo.—Seventy indepen-
lently owned theaters of St. Louis
md St. Louis County yesterday were

1 hieatening a buyers' strike and price
ar in protest against a continua-
icn of triple feature programs in

I

ertain St. Louis Amusement Com-
»any houses and Fanchon & Marco's

i
lltged embargo on a free flow of

vailable product to the minor neigh-
orhood and suburban houses.
The independents are also protest-

ng against the demands of the sec-

(Cnntinued on Page 3)

o Complete Tele

iludy by Jan. 1

Extent of television competition
i picture houses may be determined
ithin the next few months. The
)-ordinating television committee
hich hopes to bring about a com-
romise permitting a commercial
•levision to get under way has set

an. 1 as the final date for the com-
letion of its studies. Group of

itionally famous television engin-
es was organized on July 31 under
le name of the National Television

(Continued on Page 5)

F. Newsreel Theater
inters "Pin Poll"

With the first returns from Tele-

3\vs Theater in San Francisco the
("est Coast is now included in the

1 tal of votes cast in the Presiden-
|al Pin Poll conducted by the Em-
ssy Newsreel Theaters. The grand

(Continued on Page 20)

Fleischer to Make
Super Man Shorts

Max Fleischer is reported to have
closed a deal with Super Man, Inc., for
the production of cartoon shorts based
en the well-known comic strip character.
Shorts will be distributed by Paramount,
the first release tentatively scheduled for
early December. Deal is for three years
with options.

Malco Wins Suit Against City Ordinance
Limiting Houses Owned by One Company

Morrilton, Ark.—Chancellor J. B. Ward has upheld the Malco Theaters, Inc., in a
suit to restrain the city of Morrilton from enforcing an ordinance to limit the number of
film houses one person or firm may operate here. The ruling, it is said, affects only
that portion of the Malco complaint against the number of houses it may own and
operate in Morrilton.

Japan Abolishes

Recensoring Law

Milwaukee Switches

To Singles Sept. 3

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY,
Hollywood—Latest restriction to

be slapped on distributors by the

,

Japanese Government is abolishment
of the recensoring law, which in

effect virtually prevents the distrib-

uting companies from getting a full

run on a good picture and precludes
the possibility of earning any further
revenue from reissues, it was learned
yesterday with the arrival here of a
studio representative of a new dis-

j

tributing company.
Formerly, distributors were al-

lowed to have their pictures recen-
(Continued on Page 6)

Milwaukee — Current reports are
that of Milwaukee county's 72
houses, at least 69 will revert to

single features Sept. 3, and there is

a likelihood that several of the hold-
outs may make the switch by then.

Sporadic attempts at single fea-
ture programs here have not proven
any too successful, although pro-
ponents of solos say that the policy
was not given a fair or long enough
trial. Harry Perlewitz, business

(Continued on Page 5)

Schine Moves Gus Lampe
To Zone Manager Post

Syracuse, N. Y.—Gus W. Lampe,
long associated with the Schine cir-

cuit here and in Central New York
as city and district manager, respec-
tively, steps up to a zone manager-
ship. Lampe's new territory will

embrace Maryland, Delaware, and
Eastern and Northern New York.

(Continued on Page 6)

ITPA of Wis.'s Annual
Convention Oct. 2-3

Milwaukee—The ITPA of Wiscon-
sin and Upper Michigan will hold its

annual convention Oct. 2 and 3 at

the Hotel Schroeder here and has
called a regional meeting for Sept.

6 at Merrill, Wis., according to Harry
Perlewitz, business manager. Miss
Lucile Forbes is chairman of the
regional meeting, which is expected
to draw exhibitors from a 60-mile
area.

Rap Gangster Films in S.A.
Report Pix Hurting Pan-American Relations

"Boom Town" Held for 3

Weeks in 4 Test Runs

One-week runs have been turned
into three-week runs in four of the

nine "Boom Town" test openings.
As the result of week-end business
in second weeks in Harrisburg, Read-
ing, New Orleans and Indianapolis,
Joseph R. Vogel, Loew's Theater ex-

executive, yesterday announced third
(Continued on Page 20)

Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)

—

American business men operating in

South America are complaining
about the repercussions of Amer-
ican films recently shown in this

country. These pictures, they say,

are actually doing harm to all efforts

to establish better Pan-American
economic relations.

Reliable sources here assert that
gangster pictures are destroying con-

(Continued on Page 6)

Gov't. Believes It Can
Seek Divorcement Against
Two Firms; Parley Resume
Theater divorcement against 20th

Century-Fox and Paramount, if the
latter fails to sign a consent decree,
will be sought during the trial of
the D of J's equity action by the
Government, officials stated definite-

ly yesterday. Meanwhile, it was
learned that conferences which are
to renew today with Metro, Warners
and RKO, will probably be completed
by Thursday.
The so called Big 5 are to meet

this morning without Government
representatives to discuss the situa-
tion. Government officials state that
informal conversations with War-
ners, Metro and RKO have indicated
that agreement with these companies
is highly likely. The spokesmen,

(Continued on Page 5)

Kuykendall Urging

"5-Picfure" Protest

All exhibitors regardless of affilia-

tion are being urged by Ed Kuyken-
dall, MPTOA president, to register
protests against the "five-picture
limit" clause in the proposed con-
sent decree in the Government's anti-

trust suit. Meanwhile, the MPTOA
has asked the Department of Justice,
through Thurman Arnold, to permit
its executive committee to be heard

(Continued on Page 20)

Warner Bros. Schedules
13 Shorts for Sept.-Oct.

Thirteen Warner Bros.-Vitaphone
short subjects have been scheduled
for release during September and
October, it was announced yesterday

(Continued on Page 3)

Globe Finishes 8
Slot Machine Pix

IVest Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—James Roosevelt announced

that Clobe Productions has completed its

eight subjects for the coin-operated ma-
chines, manufactured by Mills Novelty

Co., and that the pictures will be form-
ally unveiled in Hollywood on Sept. 16.
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat 7 7 7

Col. Picts. vtc. <2y2%>
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 125 123'/2 1 23

y

2 — %
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc

do pfd
Paramount 5!4 5'/g S'/g

Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 8 734 8 + %
RKO
RKO $6 pfd 341/2 34V2 34i/

2 — l/2

20th Century-Fox . . 55/s 5% 5%
20th Century-Fox pfd

Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros. ..:.... 23/8 2i/4 2% + Vs
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 31/2s46. 103 1023/4 1023/4
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 i/4s47

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1 % 13^ 1% + i/
8

Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

\

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd

Fox Thea. Office Bids. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc 2nd deb. '45.. 63 65
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59 61

Fight Films Okay In N. C.

Raleigh, N. C.—There is no state

statute prohibiting exhibition of mo-
tion pictures portraying boxing,
sparring or prize fighting matches,
according to a ruling handed down
by Attorney-General Harry McMul-
lan.

Cruze Productions Seek
Accounting From Tiffany-

Detroit—Requests for more spe-
cific bills of particulars have been
granted in part by the Circuit Court
here in twin suits for $1,014,673.76
filed by James Cruze Productions,
growing out of the old Tiffany Pro-
ductions tieup.

The suits are against Lay Im-
provement Company, said to be the
owner of all common stock of Tif-
fany, and against L. A. Young"; De-
troit capitalist, who was commonly
understood to be the principal figure
in Tiffany. The bill alleges that
under agreement of August, 1930,
Tiffany was to take 10 Cruze pic-
tures for distribution, that it has
distributed and "is continuing to
distribute" six of these—"She Got
What She Wanted," "Salvation Nell,"
"Race Track," "Women Go On For-
ever," "Hell Bound," and "Command
Performance," but failed to make
adequate accounting to Cruze Pro-
ductions.

It is also alleged that Tiffany, by
not carrying out the agreement for
distribution, caused pictures to be
produced elsewhere, thus causing a
loss to Cruze.

New RKO Theater Planned
For Trenton; Ready Xmas

John J. O'Connor, general manager
and vice-president of RKO Theaters,
announces that the RKO Trent The-
ater, Trenton, N. J., will be closed
after the last performance on Labor
Day. On Tuesday morning, Sept.

3, wreckers will take over the the-
ater, demolishing it to make way
for a new Trent Theater, seating
1,000, which will be ready on Christ-
mas Day.
The new theater will be operated

by RKO. through the Trent-New
Brunswick Corp. which now has nine
first-run and subsequent-run theaters
in Trenton and New Brunswick.

Kirsch Fund Chairman
Chicago—Jack Kirsch, prexy of Il-

linois Allied, has been named chair-
man of the amusement division of

the Chicago community fund. Quota
for the division is $25,000.

Irvine Theater Burns
Irvine, Ky.—Fire starting in the

projection booth of the Strand The-
ater here destroyed the building.

EVERY TELEGRAM GETS

INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION

AT

Tostal
Telegraph

CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS
'PHONED IN APPEAR ON YOUR
TELEPHONE BILL.

Agnew and Gillham Talk
"Northwest" Ad Program

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Enthused by the audi-

ence reception which greeted "North
West Mounted Police" at its first

sneak preview held in San Diego,
Neil Agnew, Paramount vice-presi-

dent in charge of sales, and R. M.
Gillham, director of advertising and
publicity, will remain in Hollywood
for the balance of this week to dis-

cuss plans for the release of this

Cecil B. De Mille Technicolor pro-

duction in which Gary Cooper, Made-
leine Carroll and Paulette Goddard
top an all-star cast.

Among the details to be discussed
are plans for an elaborate world
premiere of the picture and an ex-
tensive national advertising cam-
paign.
Agnew is expected to fly East late

this week, with Gillham remaining
a few days longer to discuss adver-
tising plans on a number of addi-

tional Paramount pictures scheduled
for early release.

Gerson Leaves Herb Ochs
Cleveland—Nate Gerson has sev-

ered his connection with Herbert
Ochs, head of Real Art Pictures.

Buys Pleasanton's Roxy
Pleasanton, Calif. — Yates F.

Hamm has purchased the Roxy The-
ater here. Hamm owns the State

Theater at Livermore.

COmiDG and GOiflG
1

SIDNEY R. KENT arrived in New York th
j

morning from the Thousand Islands. He pla
to leave tonight for Salt Lake City to after

'

the premiere of "Brigham Young."

A. W. SMITH, JR., sales manager for RIO
and CRESSON E. SMITH, Western sales manage
left for Chicago last night on the Twentie
Century to confer with Mid-western nag
Walter Branson and Jack Osserman, brat marj
ager in Chicago, and circuit heads. ^

ED SCHNITZER, Eastern district manag
for Warners, left last night for Boston to spei

several days at the Warner exchange there.

S. M. SACHS, of RKO's staff in Dallas,

at the Warwick.

DEL GOODMAN, Far Eastern manager f

20th-Fox, has arrived here from the Coast.

WILLIAM WYLER and MACK MILLAR ha
arrived here from the Coast.

PETE COLLI, Warner supervisor for Cuba a

Central America, has left New York to retu

to his headquarters in Havana after home offi

confabs.

W. C. CEHRINC, Central division manager <

20th-Fox, returned to New York over the wee
end from Canada.

J. CHEEVER COWDIN, chairman of the Ui

versal board, is on the Coast for a studio vis

LOU POLLOCK has returned to New York, j

RUTGERS NEILSON, publicity manager
RKO. and MRS. NEILSON are in Atlantic C
this week on vacation.

CARL BRISSON, stage and screen player,

stopping at the Novarro. Mrs. Brisson, v,

arrived with him from London recently, v.

undergo an operation at the Murray Hill Hi

pital today.

WALTER WINCHEL
says: S|

HE STAYED FOR
BREAKFAST
LAUGHS THE
COMMUNISTS

RIGHT OFF THEIR

SOAP-BOXES!
A COLUMBIA PICTURE
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St. Louis Indies

Threaten Strike

ecu aA*

(Continued from Page 1)

d-runs for an extension of their

arance from 14 to 21 days.
A final conference for peace held
turday at the Fox Theater be-
een a committee headed by Fred

berg, president of the'MPTO
¥ Louis, Eastern Missouri and

S< uthern Illinois, with Harry C. Ar-
. Jr., ranking- Fanchon & Marco
utive, failed when Arthur de-

manded "an all or none" policy for
the elimination of merchandise give-
aways and triple feature prog-rams.
He is said to have rejected Wehren-

pr's offer to eliminate giveaways
J at the Apollo if St. Louis Amuse-
ment would avoid triple feature bills

I it its Pageant. These houses are
,. in the same West End neighborhood.

The virtual completion of the buy-
: ng- pool between the Fanchon &
Marco houses with those controlled
by Ansell Brothers, Bess Schulter
and Sam Shuchart has given Ar-
thur's combination a hold on the
oroduct situation, since they are in

i position to dictate to the major
listributors where and when their
pictures shall be played the coming
season. Only Loew's, a first-runner,
s outside the pool of first and sec-

md-run houses. It is alleged that
jnder the present situation some of
he subsequent-run houses are
forced to wait 90 or more days to

;how pictures because the zone key
louses controlled by the Fanchon &
Marco interests wait 40 to 50 days

Ipefore dating some features.

The independents, who have
greed to the new 60-day clearance
"or single-run feature bills at Fan-
:hon & Marco's Ambassador, which
lolicy starts next Friday, say that
mless the other conditions are rem-
died they shall not only refuse to
my new product but will slash their
jrice scale to ten cents and play
riple bills every night in the week.

Tex Ritter on Tour
Vest Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Tex Ritter, singing

vestern star, will head from New
England, via personal appearances,
'or Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Mis-
souri, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Tex-
ts. Upon completion of East Coast
our, Sept. 6, Ritter is scheduled to
•eport to Monogram for his next pro-
luction on September 15 at Lakeport,
Halif. on location.

WEDDING BELLS

Cincinnati — Ralph Salyers, War-
ler's Kentucky representative, is

"ather of an 8 pound baby girl, Mary
Louise.

Cleveland—Tommy Felice, Vita-
rraph booker now holds a jack and
i pair of queens. He drew the sec-
>nd queen last Thursday. Wife and
laughter are reported in excellent
ondition at McDonald House of Uni-

versity Hospitals.

Warner Bros. Schedules
13 Shorts for Sept.-Oct.

(Continued from Page 1)

by Norman H. Moray, short subject
sales manager. These will include
three two-reelers and 10 one-reel-
ers, with six of the subjects produced
in color.

The two-reelers are:
"Riding Into Society," an Elsa

Maxwell Blue Ribbon Comedy—Sep-
tember 7; "Down On The Farm," a
"Broadway Brevity" featuring the
Mack Sennett stars, led by Louise
Fazenda—Oct. 5; "Flag of Human-
ity," a Technicolor production based
on the life of Clara Barton, founder
of the American Red Cross—Oc-
tober 19.

Included in the one-reelers are:
"Malibu Beach Party," a "Merrie

Melody" cartoon in Technicolor—Sep-
tember 14; "Matty Malneck and Or-
chestra," a "Melody Master Band"

—

September 14; "California Thor-
oughbreds," a "Sports Parade" in

color—September 21; "Calling Dr.
Porky," a "Looney Tune" cartoon

—

September 21; "Stagefright," a
"Merrie Melody" cartoon in Tech-
nicolor—September 28; "Football
Thrills," a Hollywood Novelty—Sep-
tember 28; "Holiday Highlights," a
"Merrie Melody" in Technicolor—Oc-
tober 12; "Prehistoric Porky," a
"Looney Tune" cartoon—October 12;
"Good Night Elmer," a "Merrie Mel-
ody" cartoon in Technicolor—October
26, and "Joe Reichman's Orchestra,"
a "Melody Master Band"—October
26.

Locke Named Amusement
Editor of K. C. Journal

Kansas City, Mo.—John Cameron
Swayze, amusement editor and mo-
tion picture critic for the Kansas
City Journal, has resigned to join
the staff of radio station KMBC here
as a newscaster. Swayze formerly
was the Journal's radio editor and
official newscaster before he became
amusement editor. He is succeeded
on the Journal by Bob Locke as mo-
tion picture critic and amusement
editor.

"Baker's Wife" Sets U. S.

Record For French Film

"The Baker's Wife" goes into its

27th consecutive week at the World
Theater today thereby establishing
a new all-time attendance and long-
run record for French films in the
United States. The previous record
holders were "Mayerling" with 25
weeks and "Grand Illusion" with 26
weeks. "The Baker's Wife" will
remain indefinitely at the World
Theater.

Tannen Vacationing
Don "Popikoff" Tannen who has

recently been featured in Ed Wynn's
"Hooray for What" at the Winter
Garden, also featured on the Rudy
Vallee program with Lou Holtz and
Carmen Miranda, is sojourning at the
Takanassee Hotel, Fleischmanns, N.
Y. He will leave for the Coast in
the Fall to play a part in Bob Hope's
forthcoming picture.

YOU'RE GOING
TO NEED A LOT
OF TIME FOR
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To Complete Tele

Study by Jan. 1

(Continued from Page 1)

'e:ns Committee with the co-oper-

ation of the Radio Manufacturers
Assn. and the FCC. Nine subcom-
mittees were named at the time.

(-j^irmen of the subcommittees
are T&heduled to meet tomorrow at

the Hotel Roosevelt to outline the

various steps and the time necessary
for the study of each problem.

Milwaukee Houses Switch
To Single Bills Sept. 3

(Continued from Page 1)

i manager of the ITPA of Wisconsin,
who has been working on circuits

and indies alike to drop the duals,

is hopeful that this time the houses
will stick by their guns for at least

several months.

Seven Distributors Set

For Mohawk-GN Product

Mohawk Film Corp., which is

" liquidating Grand National product,

has set distributors in the following
territories:

Principal Pictures, Greater New
||Vork and northern New Jersey; Pam-
13-Film Exchange, Buffalo, for up-
[A per New York; Excellent Pictures
Korp., Detroit, for the Michigan ter-

•itory; Imperial Pictures Corp., Chi-

:ago, for Illinois, Indiana, St. Louis
md Wisconsin; Sack Amusement
Snterprises, Dallas, for Texas, Okla-
ioma and Arkansas; Atlantic Pic-

ures Corp., New Orleans, for

Louisiana and Mississippi, and Sack
Amusement Enterprises, Atlanta,
'or Charlotte and Atlanta areas.

Vlrs. Mosher Dies in Crash
New Gloucester, Me.—Mrs. Bea-

rice Mosher, Wilton motion picture
heater manager, was killed instant-

y and Forrest E. Carlton of Auburn
vas injured critically when their

lutomobile left the road and crashed
gainst a culvert here last week,
'arlton, suffering a fractured skull

nd other injuries, was taken to the

tral Maine General Hospital at

jewiston.

/elases to Replace Family
Bridgeport, O.—C. G. and Leon

T

elas, operators of the Family the-

ter, have acquired a downtown site

nd will erect a 500-seater, as a re-

lacement.

'almouth House to Holmes
Cincinnati — Virgil Holmes has

aken over the Falmouth at Fal-
louth, Ky., from N. H. Salyers.

Cf

!,'

'Vl

More Grief
Manchester, N. H.—Free ozoners have

hit this section. Sheila's, a large dine-
and-dance spot 12 miles south of this
city, along the busy Daniel Webster
Highway, is luring crowds to the free
open air movies each Monday and Friday
evening.

• • • ONE of the first big premieres of the new season will

take place next Monday in D.nver The atlraciion being "Kit Car-

son" —a magic name out Colorado way According to our

own scouts Denver intends to take her place among the most

renowned o' premiere towns via this event and everybody's co-op-

ing toward that end including, of course. UA which is shower-

ing stars on the Colorado locale for the premiere itself and

for the Motion Picture Ball immediately thereafter which latter fea-

ture of the program is expected to attract about 10,000 people

The city fathers aver that 50.000 visitors will barge into Denver for the

shindig which may prove an understatement for when an ir-

resistible attraction meets an inflexible local pride estimates

are apt to fall shy At any rate Denver is gonna go "all out"

for "Kit Carson" even to the extent of holding what is de-

scribed as a "monstrous" parade!

T T T

• • • LEO'S leadership in announcing that employes

conscripted would be re-employed when their war service

was over created a very favorable reaction not only in

this industry but in industry generally Another note-

worthy example of human solicitude bobbed up in the Aug. 9

issue of "Printer's Ink" Noted was that a N. Y. firm

advertised that it would not only re-employ those of its staff con-

scripted but would pay them the difference between their

present earnings and the Government's pay

T T T
• • • OUT in Detroit patriotic sentiment is being built

(together with good will) by Associated Theaters which circuit

is giving away small transparencies of the American Flag for use

as auto windshield stickers Alex Schreiber of Associated as-

serts that 10,000 of the stickers have already been distributed

Whether a person is a patron of the theaters or not makes no dif-

ference re obtaining one of the windshield flags. . . • In the self same

city Thomas G. Picha manager of the Schulte Circuit's Carl-

ton Theater is advocating use of patriotic music at all screen per-

formances and is practicing what he preaches by playing a

record of the National Anthem when the house opens and "God

Bless America" at every intermission

T T T
• • • STUFF: Howard Wilson, manager of the State

in Findlay, Ohio, is hopin' that he can grab the world premiere of

Republic's "Down by the Old Mill Stream" for his town and the-

ater,—but it'll all depend on whether Gene Autry's p.a. schedule

shapes up that way Emerson Yorke's two-reel color feature,

"The Ninth State," produced for the State of New Hampshire, has

been booked by the U. S. Travel Bureau for showing in its exhibit

at the Golden Gate Exposition That a cloudy day like yes'day
can have a prominent bright-spot was demonstrated vi word from
Ye Radio City Music Hall that W. G. Van Schmus is recovering
rapidly at his Summer home in St. James, L. I., from a recent
operation Maxie Gealer, manager of Associated Circuit's Ri-
alto Theater in Flint, Mich., is a candidate for City Commissioner
in that thar town

<% « « » » *:

Divorcement Aimed

At Fox, Paramount

(Continued from Page 1)

however, admit that several complex
problems have arisen because of the
breakdown of negotiations with 20th-
Fox and Paramount.
The escape clause and a number

of other features of the decree must
be revamped in face of the turn of
events, it was said.

The Government discounted the be-
lief that it could not seek divorce-
ment against Paramount and 20th-
Fox, and at the same time allow
Metro, Warners and RKO to keep
their theaters. One official explained
that the Government had never con-
tended that theater ownership, in it-

self, was illegal, but that it had pro-
moted and permitted the existence
of unfair trade practices and favor-
itism. This official argued that a
successful decree with the three sig-
natory companies would abolish the
abuses, and at the same time permit
a perfectly valid ownership of the-
aters. It was pointed out that the
decree has been planned to last for
three years, when it automatically
expires, and that if abuses still ex-
ist at that time the government has
the power to renew its divorcement
demands. At the end of three years,
the other alternatives open will be a
renewal of the decree, a complete
dropping of it, or an amendment of
certain of its features.

The Government spokesman took
a strong stand on Paramount. The
Government, he said, "has gone the
limit," and will not allow a weaken-
ing of the decree, and particularly its

escape clause on the insistence of
Paramount. Paramount must ac-
cept the decree in the same form as
offered to the other three companies,
he continued, or be considered in the
same position as 20th-Fox.

Evidence relating chiefly to Metro,
Warners and RKO, will not be pre-
sented during the trial, providing the
companies sign a decree, it was stat-
ed. The trial, therefore, Government
officials predicted, would be shortened
because a large number of instances
listed in preliminary papers will be
dropped. An example of this is the
case in Philadelphia. The Govern-
ment originally intended to go into
the Philadelphia situation, and the
alleged monoply there of Warners, at
the outset of the trial. Under the
present situation, Philadelphia will
hardly be touched, it was said.

A. H. Feller in Washington told
The Film Daily that the Dept. of
Justice had not received any word
from Paramount. "Apparently they
are still talking it over among them-
selves," he said.

Bette Does Her Bit
Sugar Hill, N. H.—Bette Davis has

put a price of ten cents on each of
her autographs. In a letter to "the
people of New Hampshire," published in

newspapers, the film actress, who is

summering at her Sugar Hill farmhouse,
announced her plan. Proceeds will go
to the Red Cross.
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Japan Abolishes

Recensoring Law

(Continued from Page 1)

sored for further distribution, if so
desired, three years from the date of
the issuance of the import permit.
Now, under this ruling, at the end of
three years, unless the Department
of Education rules that the picture
is educational, the permits auto-
matically expire.

Business was said to be affected
in Hong Kong and other areas where
citizens are now being evacuated.

Mich. Phonovision Quota
Is 2,000 For First Year

Detroit — Michigan Phonovision
Distributors is being incorporated
with a capital of $100,000, and has
opened offices in the Book Cadillac
Hotel. Michigan is the first state
assigned for active franchise ap-
pointments for distributors. State's
quota is 2,000 for the first year. Don

k Kelsey is vice-president and general
manager. Other officers are: John

" Gorsuch, president; Walter Probst,

| secretary; and Herb Bauer, publicity.

Century Plans Four Pix

For 1940-41 Schedule

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—A program of four

features is planned by Century Pic-

tures for the season ahead, it is an-
nounced by Frank Melford, producer
for the company.

First will be "Silver Queen,"
which will have a cast headed by
Claire Trevor and probably Robert
Preston. Shooting starts Oct. 10 un-
der direction of Allan Dwan, who is

now working on the sccreenplay.
This will be released bv Paramount
and it is likely that the other pic-

tures in the series will be handled by
the same company.
"Trading Post," baser upon a

novel by Milton Krims, will be the
second production, with starting date
set for Dec. 20. Walter Brennan
will top its cast.

Charles Antiam Dead
Canton, O.—Charles W. Antram,

72, former partner in the operation
of the Lyric theater here, is dead
at his home in nearby North George-
town.

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Fred C. Kelsey

Bernard Hyman

Hyatt Daab

"Brigham Young" to Have World Premiere
In Six Salt Lake Theaters; Sets Record

Salt Lake City—A new record for the number of theaters used for a premiere in
any one city was set here yesterday when the demand for tickets to the opening of
20th-Fox's "Brigham Ycung" necessitated the rental of a sixth theater. Picture is now
set to open Friday at the Utah, Capitol, Centre, Paramount, Victory and Studio The-
aters, with a combined capacity of 7,734 seats.

Tyrone Power, Linda Darnell, Dean Jagger, Mary Astor and other film players
are expected here from the Coast. A number of executives from New York are also
expected to make the trip, with Sidney R. Kent, Herman Wobber and Charles E. Mc-
Carthy scheduled to come out for the opening.

Schine Moves Gus Lampe
To Zone Manager Post

(Continued from Page 1) ,

The promotion is effective as of

Sept. 1.

Harry Unterfort, at present man-
ager of RKO Schine Keith's, will be
temporary city manager, it is under-
stood.

Lampe will have headquarters in

Gloversville, the circuit's general of-

fices.

Lampe came here from a Fox
house in Watertown more than 10
years ago as manager of the Eckel,
the original Schine foothold here.

Lessing Acquires Astor
Franchise in St. Louis

O. O. Lessing has signed for the
Astor Pictures franchise in the St.

Louis territory. Lessing, who for-
merly represented B. N. Judell in

St. Louis, will operate as Variety
Pictures. His first deal was set with
Harry Arthur of F & M for the Class
"A" St. Louis Theater where a dou-
ble bill of the streamlined "Sky
Devils" and "Scarface" doubled av-
erage business, in a one-week en-
gagement. As a result of this, the
same bill has been booked through
the St. Louis Amusement Co. circuit,

also operated by Fanchon & Marco.

"Reefer Madness" Pulled
Because of Advertising

Springfield, Mass.—"Reefer Mad-
ness," a picture that had been booked
at the Bijou Theater has been with-
drawn by Manager Al Anders.
The withdrawal came as the re-

sult of a vigorous protest of Mayor
Putnam and his threat to withhold
the Sunday license of the theater
because of what the mayor consid-
ered most objectionable advertise-
ments of this picture.

"The picture may not be object-

ionable of itself," said the Mayor,
"but I did object most strenuously
to the nature of the advertising."

New Grundy Theater Burns

Grundy Center, la.—Plans for re-

building the New Grundy theater
destroyed by fire last week are
under consideration by Frank Rubel,
owner and John Marshall, operator.

Opens Premium Co. Offices

Detroit—Universal Theater Pre-
mium Co., represented by Edward
S. Sayre, is opening offices in the
Fox Theater Building.

Goldberg Sees Slump
If Duals Are Dropped

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—If double bills are dis-

continued Hollywood will witness
one of its greatest business slumps,
with more than 50 per cent of its

retail merchants closing their shops
to move elsewhere, in the opinion of
Leo L. Goldberg, executive district

manager of Producers Releasing
Corp., operating exchanges in Cin-
cinnati, Cleveland and Indianapolis,
who is in Hollywood.
Thousands of theaters throughout

the nation will also go dark for the
duration of the single bill programs,
he declared.

According to Goldberg, who re-
cently celebrated his 25th year as an
exhibitor and film distributor, there
may be a theater or two in each key
city which will temporarily run sin-

gle features as an experiment, but
the majority of exhibtiors, many of
whom, in Goldberg's vast territory
especially, have already polled their
patrons and found them to be over-
whelmingly in favor of double bills.

Goldberg declares that movies,
from their very beginning, have been
entertainment for the "bargain-
minded" masses. He finds a paral-
lel in baseball, also a popular form
of entertainment, in which even
pennant-winning teams must play
double-headers at frequent intervals
to hold their patrons.

Seek Plagiarism Dismissal
Application was filed yesterday in

the Federal Court, returnable today,
to dismiss the plagiarism suit of
Marquis James against Republic
Productions, Inc., for failure to state
a sufficient cause of action. Suit
claims that "Man Of Conquest" in-

fringes upon the book "The Raven."
a biography of Sam Houston writ-
ten by James.

Fosse To Open Thursday
LaPorte City, la.—Marvin Fosse

will open his new Mars theater
Thursday. The house has been con-
structed in a brick building, com-
pletely remodeled.

Chi. Business Perks Up
Chicago—Cooler weather over the

week-end brought fine business to
the majority of the Chicago theaters.

Warners Test Nashville Girl
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, is test-

ing Gay Parkes of Nashville for the
feminine lead opposite Gary Cooper
for "The Amazing Story of Ser-
geant York."

Rap Gangster Pix

In So. America

(Continued from Page 1)

fidence, to say nothing of the un-;
wanted effect they have on South
American tourist and good will trav-
els to the United States. It is the)
opinion in most Latin-Am^^te
countries that Hollywood s\.^ld.
exercise more self-control.

It recently has been pointed oui
here that the average patron in

South America already is convincec
that American women elope at 1(

and divorce twice annually there-
after. Moviegoers believe, it is

said, that crime, although it might
not pay in the movies, is the main
occupation of two-thirds of the
grown-up population of the U. S
As there is no divorce in most Soutl
American countries and as murdei
for profit is hardly known, the dis-

astrous effects of such pictures car
be imagined, sources here declare.

South Americans appear to b(
surprised how little of the real great-
ness of the United States, with its

natural and man-made wonders, is

shown in American films. Amer-
ican business men down here are]

hoping that something can be dono
before more damage results to Amer-J
ican and democratic prestige.

Sets Buying Deal
Buying and booking for the City*

Theater, Highland Falls, N. Y., iT
now being handled by the Rosenblatt
& Welt circuit under an arrange
ment recently concluded. Pete Beck
ers is the owner of the house.

Ratner Re-Claims Rex
The Rex Theater, East Ruther

fords, N. J., has been taken over bj

its original owner, Abe Ratner, af
ter operation for some time unde:
other management. Joe Hessler ha;

been operating the house recently

Cincy Tourney Sept. 16

Cincinnati—Metro's Bill Devann;
and Andy Niedenthal, are co-chair
men for Queen City Variety Club':

annual golf tournament, set defi

nitely at Sept. 16.

Yassenoff Outing Tomorrow
Columbus—Lou Yassenoff, "Oscar

of the Columbus Variety Club, wil

throw his annual outing for exhibs
and film folks tomorrow at Buckey
Lake.

STORKS!
Albany—L. Wayne Carignan, 20t

Century-Fox booker, and Ruth Bo
bar, whose sister is employed by M
G-M, will be married August 31

Film Row employes will fete the pai

this week.

Alburquerque, N. M.—Mario Ba
chechi, manager of the Mesa Theatei
here was married last week to Mis
Ida Rossilini in Seattle.
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TH UNIVE
For Release SEPT. 6

ARGENTINE
NIGHTS

starring

THE RITZ BROTHERS
and THE ANDREWS SISTERS

Wlith

Constance Moore * George Reeves * Peggy Moran
Anne Nagel • Kathryn Adams * Julie Duncan
Screenplay by ARTHUR T. HORMAN, RAY GOLDEN and SID KULLER

Original story by J. Robert Bren and Gladys Atwater

For Release SEPT. 13

*^yi

RICHARD ANDY

Directed by

ALBERT S. ROGELL
Asso. Producer

KEN GOLDSMITH

ARLEN DEVINE
U* THE

LEATHER PUSHERS
w'dk

ASTRID ALLWYN • HORACE MacMAHON

SHEMP HOWARD • DOUGLAS FOWLEY • EDDIE GRIBBON
Directed by JOHN RAWLINS • Associate Producer, BEN PIVAR

Screenplay by Larry Rhine . . . Ben Chapman . . . Maxwell Shane.

For Release SEPT. 20

JOHNNY MACK BROWN
RAGTIME COWBOY JOin



For Release SEPT. 13

Rosalind (watt

RUSSELL AHERNE
VIRGINIA BRUCE

HIRED W/I1IFI

robert BENCHLEY • john CARROLL
HOBART CAVANAUGH • RICHARD LANE

„ _ n ,
Produced and Directed by

Asso. Producer

GLENN tryon WILLIAM A. SEITER

Screenplay by

RICHARD CONNELL
cV GLADYS LEHMAN
Based on original story

by George Beck

For Release SEPT. 20

with

DICK FORAN • PEGGY MORAN • WALLACE FORD
CECIL KELLAWAY • EDUARDO CIANNELLI

GEORGE ZUCCO - TOM TYLER
Original Story by Griffin Jay Screenplay by Griffin Jay and Maxwell Shane

Directed by

CHRISTY CABANNE
Associate Producer

BEN PIVAR

*» FUZZY KNIGHT, NELL O'DAY
and THE TEXAS RANGERS

Original Screenplay by Sherman Lowe • Directed by RAY TAYLOR



For Release SEPT. 27

P<eanna DURBIN

ROBERT CUMMINGS • MISCHA AUER
Butch and Buddy • Henry Stephenson * Anne Gwynne • Walter Catlett

S. Z. 5a kail • Samuel S. Hinds • Allyn Joslyn • Reginald Denny

Original Story by Ernst Marischka • Screenplay by Bruce Manning and Felix Jackson

M
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Y

BY sus
T
KA

T
H
C

?|

LZ A HENRY KOSTER PRODUCTION

For Release OCT 4

VICTOR McLAGLEN
in

DfAMOMD
FRONffiR.

wi th

HEQjjj

Directed by

HENRY KOSTER
Produced by

JOE PASTERNAK

John Loder • Anne Nagel • Philip Dorn • Cecil Kellaway

Original Screenplay by Edmund L. Hartmann and Stanley Rubin

Directed by HAROLD SCHUSTER Associate Producer MARSHALLGRANT

For Release OCT. 1

DEAD END KIDS WNIQR
\ Little Tough Guys

SERIAL EXTRAORDINARY!!



For Release OCT. 11

Tropical Sinners
(TENTATIVE TITLE)

JOHN WAYSEwith

ALBERT DEKKER.BRODERICK CRAWFORD.MISCHA AUER
BILLY GILBERT • ANNA LEE • RICHARD CARLE

and OSCAR HOMOLKA

ProdiiProduced by JOE PASTERNAK Directed by Tay (iarnctt

For Release OCT. 18

HUGH HERBERT
in

SlufAtliflesnfzted
Wlth

II

A JOE
PASTERNAK

PRODUCTION

:

PEGGY MORAN -JOHNNY DOWNS
GERTRUDE MICHAEL • GEORGE E. STONE • ELISABETH RISDON

Screenplay by Arthur T. Horman Original story by Max March and Manuel Seff

Directed by LEW LANDERS • Associate Producer, Ken Goldsmith

.1G-MEN with Billy HALLOP • Huntz HALL • Gabriel DELL

Bernard PUNSLY • Harris BERGER • Kenneth HOWELL

II
Original Screenplay by GEORGE H. PLYMPTON • BASIL DICKEY

Directed by FORD BEEBE and JOHN RAWLINS Ass*. Producer HENRY MACRAE
7 12
EPISODES



For Release OCT. 25

A LITTLE BIT

of HEAVEN
starring \jlOl lcl J C3cHl with

ROBERT STACK • HUGH HERBERT
C. AUBREY SMITH • STUART ERWIN
NAN GREY • EUGENE PALLETTE
BUTCH & BUDDY • BILLY GILBERT

DIRECTED by ANDREW MARTON

For Release NOV. 1

RICHARD ANDY

ARLENDEVINE

I0E PASTERNAK
PRODUCTION

in

SOUTH OF
SUMATRA

(TENTATIVE TITLE)

with JEANNE KELLY JAMES FLAVIN • FRANCIS McDONALD

An Original Screenplay by Paul

Associate Producer BEN PIVAR • Directed by Christy Cabanne

For Release NOV. 8

JOHNNY MACK BROWN
Original story and screenplay by Sam Robins Directed by Ray Taylor



JU

For Release NOV. 1

I'M NOBODY'S

SWEETHEART NOW
Wl;th

DENNIS O'KEEFE-CONSTANCE MOORE
HELEN PARRISH • LEWIS HOWARD
Laura Hope Crews • Berton Churchill • Samuel S. Hinds • Margaret Hamilton

Or,g,n„l Story by W SCOTT DARLING and E RNA LAZARUS

Screenplay by W. SCOTT DARLING, ERNA LAZARUS, HAL BLOCK
Directed by ARTHUR LUBIN • Associate Producer, JOSEPH G. SANFORD

For Release NOV. 8

(TENTATIVE TITLE)

vitk

s^ERWIN-.aMERKELw^FRAWLEY

e«KENNEDY- Eow,oBROPHY-w,uVERNON
Original Screenplay by Jane Storm and Sy Bartlett

Co -Directed by

OTIS GARRETT and
PAUL GERARD SMITH

As so. Producer

BURT KELLY

PONY POST
with FUZZY KNIGHT • NELL ODAY



For Release NOV. 15

with

ALLAN

(TENTATIVE TITLE)

VIRGINIA

JONES BRUCE
Bud Abbott & Lou Costello

(famed stage and radio comedians)

Robert Cummings • Leo Carrillo

Based on "LOVE INSURANCE" byEARL DERR BIGGERS

For Release NOV. 22

Meet

the Wildcat
(TENTATIVE TITLE)

with

Ralph Bellamy • Margaret Lindsay

Joseph Schildkraut • Allen Jenkins

Jerome Cowan Directed by ARTHUR LUBIN

Associate Producer Joseph G. Sanford

(
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For Release NOV. 29

BACK
TREET

starring

JOAN FONTAINE
From t/)e nove/ oy

FANNIE HURST

For Release DEC. 6

wit

MISCHA AUER • NAN GREY
TOM BROWN • EDGAR KENNEDY
ALLEN JENKINS • EDDIE QUILLAN

WALLY VERNON • JOY HODGES
Screenplay by Ema Lazarus, W. Scott Darling, Paul Gerard Smith

Original Story by Erna Lazarus and W. Scott Darling

Screenplay by George O'Neill

Directed by

ROBERT STEVENSON
Asso. Producer Leonard Spigelgass

Directed by

OTIS GARRETT and

PAUL GERARD SMITH

Associate Producer

JOSEPH G. SANFORD



1

For Release DEC. 13

L,-7fTl

WOT
Original story by Joe May and Kurt Siodmak

Screenplay by Kurt Siodmak, Robert Lees and Fred Rinaldo

Associate Producer

BURT KELLY

For Release DEC. 20

^Airo
starring Sigrid Gurie



m

JL.

For Release DEC. 24

The GREEN HORNET

STRIKES AGAIN
with

Warren Hull • Wade Boteler
(As BRITT REIO) (As MICHAEL AXFORD)

Keye Luke • Anne Nagel • James Seay
(As KATO) (As MISS CASE)

Directed by FORD BEEBE and JOHN RAWLINS

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER HENRY MAC RAE
Baaed en the radio dramatic adventure serial ef the same

name, owned and copyrighted by Green Hornet. Inc.

15
EPISODES

In the Year's

Outstanding

SERIAL

For Release DEC. 27

w. c. FIELDS
in

The Bank Dick
Directed by EDWARD CLINE

•Hk



Heres your complete list!

SEPT. 6—"ARGENTINE NIGHTS"
Ritz Brothers . . . Andrews Sisters

SEPT. 13—"HIRED WIFE"
Rosalind Russell . . . Brian Aherne . . . Virginia
Bruce . . . Robt. Benchley . . . John Carroll

SEPT. 13—"The LEATHER PUSHERS"
Richard Arlen . . . Andy Devine

SEPT. 20—"THE MUMMY'S HAND"
Dick Foran . . . Peggy Moran . . .Wallace Ford

SEPT. 20-"RAGTIME COWBOY JOE"
Johnny Mack Brown . . . Fuzzy Knight

SEPT. 27—"SPRING PARADE"
Deanna Durbin . . . Robt. Cummings
Mischa Auer . . . Butch and Buddy

OCT. 1—"JUNIOR G-MEN" (Serial)

Dead End Kids & Little Tough Guys

OCT. 4—"DIAMOND FRONTIER"
Victor McLaglen . . . John Loder

OCT. 11—"TROPICAL SINNERS"
Marlene Dietrich . . . John Wayne

OCT. 18—"SLIGHTLY TEMPTED"
Hugh Herbert . . . Peggy Moran

OCT. 25—"LITTLE BIT OF HEAVEN"
Gloria Jean . . . Robert Stack . . . Hugh Herbert

NOV. 1—"I'M NOBODY'S
SWEETHEART NOW"
Dennis O'Keefe . . . Constance Moore
Helen Parrish

NOV. 1—"SOUTH OF SUMATRA"
Richard Arlen . . . Andy Devine

NOV. 8—"FIREMAN, SAVE
MY CHILD"
Baby Sandy . . . Stuart Erwin . . . Una Merkel

NOV.8—"PONY POST"
Johnny Mack Brown . . . Fuzzy Knight

NOV. 15—"CARIBBEAN NIGHTS
Allan Jones . . . Virginia Bruce
Bud Abbott & Lou Costello

NOV. 22—"MEET THE WILDCAT"
Ralph Bellamy. . . Margaret Lindsay

NOV. 29—"BACK STREET"
Joan Fontaine

DEC. 6—"MARGIE"
Mischa Auer . . . Nan Grey . . . Tom Brown

DEC. 13—"THE INVISIBLE
WOMAN"

DEC. 20—"STREETS OF CAIRO"
Sigrid Gurie

DEC. 24-"THE GREEN HORNET
STRIKES AGAIN" (Serial)

Warren Hull . . . Wade Boteler
Keye Luke . . . Anne Nagel

DEC. 27—"THE BANK DICK"
W. C. Fields

GO WITH UNIVERSAL!
* Keep This List Handy for Reference!
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"The Great Profile"

with John Barrymore, Gregory Ratoff,

Mary Beth Hughes

20th-Fox 82 Mins.

COMPLETELY ZANY SATIRE OF BAR-

mjLV^ BY BARRYMORE IS TOP-FLIGHT
i. l_ ATTRACTION.

The Great Barrymore playing himself in

'The Great Profile," makes a great pic-

rure. If audience reaction at the Holly-

wood preview means anything, this is going

•o prove one of the comedy hits of the

vear. Barrymore is permitted to run away

w'th himself. His every line and move

jrings to life the man newspaper readers

nave been reading about for a generation,

and director Walter Lang has done a superb

ob of making a tight play of the wild

•nan's histrionics. There is not a serious

noment in the entire film.

Gregory Ratoff returns as an actor in

his one and indicates he should remain an

actor. His comedy is too different and too

well done to be held from picture audi-

ences. The screen play by Milton Sperling

gnd Hilary Lynn, is taken from the actual

lappenings in the affair of Barrymore and

he latest Mrs. Barrymore. It is well de-

veloped and humorous as well as factual.

Mary Beth Hughes, a Fox discovery, again

;hows her talent and versatility in this.

She is one of the few newcomers of the

oast few years to prove her ability to do

nore than look lovely. The supervision of

Associate Producer Raymond Griffith un-

loubtedly meant much in the success of

he finished product.

Evans Garrick, "The Great Profile" is

•nissing from his studio and home in the

irdst of production on a picture. The

oress and public is clamoring to know where

ne is. At the moment of greatest sus-

pense the doors of the Garrick mansion are

cicked down and The Profile saunters into

lis home for the first time in days drunk

is a lord. Deserted by his wife (Mary

3eth Hughes), a former acrobat, who is

•rowing tired of his promises to put her

n pictures and his agent of fifteen years,

Gregory Ratoff) he is about to enter a

nonastery when he is induced by Anne
Jaxter, a young playwright, to star in a

ilay she has written if her r'ch boy friend

John Payne) supplies the money. Ratoff

eizes the opportunity to steal some money
rom Payne and takes the troupe to Chicago

o open the play.

On opening night the play begins to die

luring the first act, and disgusted with

laying th :

s tripe, Barrymore gets drunk

ind gives such a hilarious performance

hat the house is sold out for the rest of

he run, and the authoress wants to quit

n disgust. Ratoff, seeing his Angel dis-

ippearing, sells Miss Baxter on the idea of

aving the ProfMe from his sure fate if he

:ontinues drinking. She does and from then

>n the play flops at every performance.

The return of Barrymore's wife from Reno
md her subsequent bringing out of the

vorst in him saves the show and the day

or all. Cameraman Ernest Palmer, has

ione an excellent job of recording the

tory on film. The broad comedy, a little

>roader than anything seen on the screen

n a long time, and the obv ous lampooning
>f Barrymore and his wife, should sell a

ot of tickets.

CAST: John Barrymore, Mary Beth

"Stage To Chino"
with George O'Brien, Virginia Vale,

Roy Barcroft

RKO 59 Mins.

ACTION FANS WILL BE WELL PLEASED
WITH THIS RELEASE AS IT IS ONE OF
O'BRIENS BEST.

Containing all the action any western

fan could want, this new George O'Brien

release should fill the bill nicely. The
story is plausible and the pace is geared

at a fast clip, and the outdoor locations

are picturesque. O'Brien and the attrac-

tive Virginia Vale head the cast. Roy Bar-

croft is the principal menace and Hobart

Cavanaugh, Glenn Strange and Carl Stock-

dale contribute good bits. Edward Killy

directed from a screenplay by Morton Grant

and Arthur V. Jones.

Miss Vale inherits a stage coach line.

Carl Stockdale her uncle, who is managing

the line, is in league with Barcroft to make
her sell out at a low price. O'Brien, a

postal inspector, foils a holdup the two

men planned. He accepts a job as a driver

without revealing his identity in order to

investigate holdups that have occurred.

O'Brien induces the miners to ship their

gold on the stage.

Barcroft pulls another holdup and has

Stockdale assist him by allowing himself to

be tied up when the safe is robbed that

holds the miners' gold. O'Brien rescues the

stage from the stables after they have been

fired and chases the stage which Barcroft

is using to escape with the gold. Naturally,

O'Brien manages to get the situation in

hand shortly afterwards.

CAST: George O'Brien, Virginia Vale,

Hobart Cavanaugh, Roy Barcroft, William

Haade, Carl Stockdale, Glenn Strange,

Harry Cording Martin Carralaga, Ethan

La'dlaw, Tom London, Pals of the Golden

West.

CREDITS: Producer, Bert Gilroy; Director,

Edward Killy; Screenplay, Morton Grant

and Arthur V. Jones; Story, Norton S.

Parker; Cameraman, J. Roy Hunt; Editor,

Fredric Knudtson.

DIRECTION, Fast. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Darmour Signs Neumann
West Coast Bu~ea.it of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Larry Darmour has

signed Kurt Neumann to direct the
first of the "Ellery Queen" pictures,
"John Brahn's Body." Ralph Bel-
lamy has been set for the leading
role. Darmour will make four of
these a year for Columbia release.

Hughes, Gregory Ratoff, John Payne, Anne
Baxter, Lionel Atwill, Edward Brophy, Wil-

lie Fung, Joan Valerie, Charles Lane, Marc
Lawrence, Cecil Cunningham, Hal K. Daw-
son. William Pawley, Eddie Dunn, James
Flav :

n, Dorothy Dearing.

CREDITS: Producer, Darryl F. Zanuck;
Associate Producer, Raymond Griffith; Di-

rector, Walter Lang; Authors, Milton Sperl-

ing and Hilary Lynn; Screenplay, same;

Cameraman, Ernest Palmer; Art Directors

Richard Day and Joseph C. Wright; Editor,

Francis D. Lynn; Musical Director, Cyril J.

Mockridge.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fine.

"Laughing At Danger"
with Frankie Darro, Joy Hodges, Mantan

Moreland
Monogram 63 Mins.

MYSTERY MELLER CONTAINS PLENTY
OF ACTION; GOOD PROGRAM FILLER.

Nabe audiences should be well pleased

with this program offering. It is well

paced, contains more than the usual quota

of murder and mystery, and the cast,

headed by Farankie Darro, is capable. How-
ard Bretherton gives the film able direc-

tion, and the screenplay by Joseph West
and John Kraft moves smoothly. West also

gets credit for the original story.

Darro is his usual cocky self in chasing

down a blackmail ring that has turned to

murder. Mantan Moreland, his colored

sidekick, contributes a goodly number of

laughs. Joy Hodges is attractive and able

and the remainder of the cast, including

Kay Sutton, Veda Ann Borg, Betty Comp-
son, Guy Usher and George Houston, gives

good support.

Darro is a page boy in a beauty shop

with Moreland cast as his helper. Maxine
Leslie, an operator in the shop, run by M ss

Borg, is found murdered. She had been
shot just previous to keeping a date with a

detective, Houston, whom she was going to

tip off to a blackmail gang. Miss Hodges
is suspected. Shortly afterwards the hus-

band of the dead operator is murdered. A
third murder occurs, and Miss Hodges be-

comes more deeply involved.

However, Darro has discovered enough
evidence by this time to put him on the

track of the gang, and they finally are

rounded up after he has a couple of close

squeaks.

CAST: Frankie Darro, Mantan Moreland,

Joy Hodges, George Houston, Kay Sutton,

Guy Usher, Lillian Elliott Veda Ann Borg,

Betty Comoson, Rolfe Sedan, Maxine Les-

lie, Ralph Peters, Gene O'Donnell.

CREDITS: Producer, Lindsley Parsons; Di-

rector, Howard Bretherton; Screenplay, Jos-

eph West and John Kraft; Story, Joseoh

West; Cameraman, Fred Jackman Jr.; Edi

tor, Jackie Ogilvie.

DIRECTION, 0. K. PHOTOGRAPHY,
/

~ood.

Warner Men to Meet
Meeting of all Warner district and

theater managers in the Newark
zone will be held in that city today
with Joseph Bernhard. head of the
heater circuit, presiding. Harry
Goldberg, director of advertising and
publicity for the circuit, will also be
present.

Linz Transferred

Cincinnati—Norman Linz, manag-
er of the RKO Orpheum and Para-
mount theaters, has been transferred
to manage the new RKO Grand,
down town. Staffs of the former en-
tertained the departing manager
with dinner at the Hotel Alms.

Van Nomikos AHEPA Prexy
Chicago — Van Nomikos, Illinois

Allied vice-prexy, was elected head
of the national AHEPA society,

leading Greek organization.

"Rhythm On The
River"

with Bing Crosby, Mary Martin, Oscar

Levant

Paramount 92 Mins.

TUNEFUL MUSICAL IS ONE OF

CROSBY'S BEST; SHOULD PLEASE ALL

AUDIENCES.

Thanks to producer William LeBaron and

director Victor Schertzinger, Paramount has

one of the best Crosby pictures in years.

Tuneful, and with a fine thread of plot,

the film has a simplicity, unspoiled by

plenty of production, that despite the film's

length never permits a dull moment. Crosby

has never appeared to better advantage.

His lines are written with an eye to his

personality, a credit to screen playwright,

Dwight Taylor. Mary Martin will make
many new friends because of her excellent

performance here.

Many celebrities from other fields have

come to the films for brief appearances, but

none have earned their money as honestly

as Oscar Levant has in this. He is sen-

sational. Basil Rathbone is suave nad com-
petently villainous in a nice way.

Oscar Shaw and Lillian Cornell do nicely

in supporting roles. Oliver Courtney, (Ba-

sil Rathbone), is a successful song writer,

who for years has employed "ghosts" to

write his hits. His "standby" employe is

Crosby, who hides away in his Uncle's

hotel upstate, and composes beautiful mu-
sic. Rathbone's lyricist, Mary Martin, goes

to the hotel to get enough quiet to work,

and falls in love with Crosby, not knowing
he is the writer of the music to her lyrics.

Eventually they discover they are dupes of

Rathbone and determine to break away
£nd succeed on their own.

The going is tough, and when Mary is

offered a job singing in a night club with

John Scott Trotter's band, Crosby puts up

as security for a two hundred dollar loan,

a song they wrote together but agreed

lever to sell. Through a misunderstanding

he tune is placed in Trotter's hands for

broadcasting. Crosby and Mary threaten

ro expose Rathbone as a fake unless he

^ives them credit for writing the tune.

He does, and success at last comes to the

young couple.

Kent Carpenter, another member of

Crosby's air troupe, offers a couple of

very clever comedy scenes. Wingy Mahone
dees a few incidental hat-trumpet num-
bers, and gives Crosby a chance to demon-
strate his "Jive" abilities. Charley Grape-

win, as Crosby's uncle, gives his usual fine

performance. Camera work by Ted Tetzlaff

is excellent.

CAST: Bing Crosby, Mary Martin, Basil

Rathbone, Oscar Levant, Oscar Shaw, Char-

ey Grapewin, Lillian Cornell, William Fraw-

ley, Jean Cagney, Helen Bertram John

Scott Trotter, Ken Carpenter, Charles Lane,

Harry Barris, Wingy Mahone and His Band.

CREDITS: Producer, William LeBaron;

Director, Victor Schertzinger; Authors,

Billy Wilder and Jacques Thery; Screen-

:>l?y, Dwight Taylor; Cameraman, Ted Tetz-

laff, ASC; Editor, Hugh Bennett.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fine.
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Kuykendall Urging

"5-Pidure" Protest

(Continued from Page 1)

by the D of J before any final deci-

sion was made.
In a bulletin yesterday, Kuykendall

pointed out that the buying of pic-

tures in blocks of five would work a

hardship on exhibitors who lived any
distance from an exchange center.

He further stated that the plan
would destroy selectivity, "about
which so much has been said lately

and serve no public welfare."
Kuykendall wrote that he was sure

the D of J was trying to work out
the trade differences impartially and
fairly, but that unless exhibitors in-

formed the Department of their posi-

tions, they could not expect the D
of J to have a full understanding of

them. Kuykendall said he believed

the D of J would welcome exhibitor

opinion.

S. F. Newsreel Theater
Enters "Pin Poll"

(Continued from Page 1)

total to date ,is Willkie 20,458,

Roosevelt 18,008. By individual the-

aters the vote is as follows: Em-
bassy, 46th St. and Times Square,

Roosevelt 13,069, Willkie 12,320; Ra-
dio City Theater, Roosevelt 3,052,

Willkie, 6,790; San Francisco, Roose-
velt 1,887, Willkie 1,348.

An interesting sidelight of the

noil is the pickup Willkie had in the

Embassy Newsreel Theater in Times
Square during the past week while

the film "Information Please" was
being shown. This is the release in

which Mr. Willkie was the guest

star, and during its seven-day run

the Willkie percentage of votes in-

creased from 46 to 51 per cent of

the total.

Other Newsreel Theaters through-
out the country will be added to the

poll at an early date.

"Boom Town" Held for 3

Weeks in 4 Test Runs
(Continued from Page 1)

week holdovers in all four cities.

Other test openings are now in sec-

ond week and more third week hold-

overs would seem to be assured.

All engagements are at advanced
prices.

The second week's business in all

tests cotinued to increase its lead

over "San Francisco," "Boys' Town"
and other top grossers not only in

money but in attendance. Not since

"San Francisco" has any M-G-M pic-

ture shown such a pattern of stead-

ily building into subsequent weeks.

Cab Calloway Set for Syracuse
Syracuse, N. Y.—Cab Calloway

and ork have been set for the RKO
Schine Strand for the week of Sept.

13. House, dark during; the summer,
reopens Aug. 30 with vaudefilm.
Harvey Cocks returns as house man-
ager Cocks now is at the James, op-

erated by Schines but outside the
RKO-Schine pool.

Red Cross Ambulance Donations Made By
Quintette of United Artists Producers

Five of UA's independent producers,—Alexander Korda, David O. Selznick, Walter
Wanger, Hal Roach and Edward Small,—were revealed yesterday as having made sub-
stantial contribution to Joseph P. Kennedy, U. S. Ambassador to Great Britain, for one
or more Red Cross ambulances. Samuel Goldwyn has already contributed through
Ambassador Kennedy, while Charles Chaplin has contributed to several British relief

organizations, including the Red Cross and the British Actors Orphanage Fund.

Canadian Distrib. Has
125 New French Pix

Montreal—France Film Company,
exclusive distributors of Parisian

films in Canada, has on hand 125

new pictures, equal to the average
production program of one year, and
altogether has sufficient new films

to last two years.

It has been suggested that the

company product French pictures in

Quebec province, but J. M. de Rous-

sy, commercial director, states that

lack of outstanding actors and ac-

tresses, as well as financial back-

ing would render such an enterprise

unprofitable.

It is De Roussy's opinion, based

on direct news from France, that

films will continue to be produced

either in the Paris district or in the

unoccupied area presided over by
Marshall Petain. He noted that a

despatch from Vimy promised a

"purge" of the film industry and
quoted "Le Petit Dauphinois" as

saying the Government considered

motion pictures and radio were
largely responsible for "depraving

the French spirit." Film personali-

ties who fled France before or after

the armistice will not be alloyed to

return, the paper said, remarking
that the screen star. Tino Rossi, had
more admirers in France than had
the nation's greatest patriots.

Louis Levine Gets Congrats
Chicopee, Mass. — Louis Levine,

manager of the Rivoli Theater, has

been receiving congratulations from
movie and stage folks on his comple-

tion of 11 years in charge of the the-

ater. Levine is one of New Eng-
land's "old showmen." More than

25 years ago he operated a penny
arcade in the Scollay Square section

of Boston.

Free Movies Lure for Fair

Detroit — Free movies appeared
here this week as an inducement to

attend a fair—at Utica, Mich. Shows
are produced by Clifton Hayes, who
has a regular circuit of merchants'
shows in theaterless towns. Seventy-
five minute program of features is

put on, to draw extra patronage to

the fair.

MacMurry-Carroll for 'Lady Eve ?
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Paramount is consid-

ing Gay Parkes of Nashville for the

Madeleine Carroll for the leads in

"Lady Eve."

M-G-M Signs Henry O'Neill
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Metro has signed

Henry O'Neil, for the past seven
years a Warner player, to a term
contract.

Eleven Pictures Start

This Week in Hollywood

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Eleven pictures are

scheduled to go into production this
week.
At Paramount: "Shepherd Of The

Hills" with Robert Preston and Betty
Field.

At M-G-M: "Come Live With Me,"
starring James Stewart and Hedy
Lamarr.
At 20th Century-Fox: "Chad Han-

na," starring Henry Fonda and Linda
Darnell with Mary Beth Hughes,
Ted North, Guy Kibbee and Eddie
Collins.

At Universal: "Give Us Wirigs,"
with Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Ber-
nard Punsley and Gabriel Dell; "Ri-
viera," with Allan Jones, Virginia
Bruce. Bud Abbott and Lou Costello,
and Robert Cummings.
At Warners: "South of Suez," co-

starring George Raft and Gerald
Fitzgerald; "Father Knows Best."
At Republic: "Young Bill Hickok,"

starring Roy Rogers with George
"Gabby" Hayes, Jacqueline Wells,
Monte Blue and John Miljan; "Fron-
tier Vengeance," starring Don Barry.
At Monogram: Paul Malvern's

"Drums of the Desert."
David Loew: Albert Lewin's "Flot-

sam," starring Fredric March and
Margaret Sullavan, with Glen Ford.

Toler Option Not Renewed
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has not renewed its contract
with Sidney Toler who succeeded
Warner Oland as Chan in the Chan
series of thrillers. It is likely that
the series will be abandoned although
possibly an arrangement may be
made with Toler on a picture-to-pic-
ture basis.

Colman for "The Swan"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—William Hawks has

bought Molnar's play, "The Swan,"
as a vehicle for Ronald Colman. It"

will be Hawks' first production for
RKO.

Plans to Enter Coin Pix Field

Detroit—Jacob Schreiber. who for-
merly operated a circuit of theaters
in this city, is planning to enter the
coin-controlled motion picture field,

with one of the new machines being
readied for distribution.

Libson Retains Orpheum, Cincy
Cincinnati—The Orpheum. hill-top

theater, reported to be returned to
Ciiff Martin, following expiration of
its lease, will be retained by Ike
Libson.

HCLLrWCCD
Speaking—
= By RALPH WILK =

—HOLLYWOC
THE newspaper and trade paper boys ar

' girls are still talking about ti ve

successful and original "Lucky "
. ee '

stakes" party that Perry Lieber tossed 1

connection with the preview of "Lucli

Partners." Frank Fay acted as master
ceremonies. Harry E. Edington, Lewis Mil<

stone, Joe Nolan, Ben Piazza, Willia

Hawks, Al Melnick, Broderick Crawfo
and John Chapman were among those

the affair.

• •
/"^UR Passing Show: Charlie Chapli
^^ Gene Towne, Ernst Lubitsch, Fri

Lang, Anatole Litvak, Bob Ritchie, Willia

Perlberg, Milton Berle, Burgess Mered t

Jerome Kern, Louis King, Ted Loeff at tl

preview of "Lucky Partners"; John M. Stal

Robert C. Sherwood, Michael Kraike, M.
Simmons, Lester Cowan, William Camer<
Menzies, Del Lord, Lud Gluskin lunchii

at Brittingham's.

• •
LJERE is an instance of a mother takii

' ' orders from her daughter. Maragar
Webster directed her mother, Dame M
Whitty, in "Fumed Oak," one of the pla

lets in Noel Coward's group, "Tonight /

8:30," given here for the benefit of tl

British War Relief Association.

• •
TDGAR KENNEDY, slow-bruring come.
" ian. has been gett'ng much publicity f

defeating Bruce McCormick. Californ

champion, in the Riviera golf tourney,

his younger days Kennedy was a fight

and one of his bouts was with Jack Johnso

• •
k iJORE Passing Show: George Abbo
'"' Harry Joe Brown, Ken Murray, Al, I
Gordon, Dell Goodman, Kenneth Macgowa I

Gene Tierney, Barbara Pepper, Geor;J
Montgomery, Charles Bigelow, Mary Be if

Hughes, Duncan Renaldo at the preview
"The Return of Frank James."

DOY ROGERS has been appointed a cc

'* onel on the staff of Governor Jo!.

Miles of New Mexico. The title is not .

honorary one, but an official commission

JACK BENNY, Margaret Livingston, R
*^ Milland, George Burns, Gracie Alle

Chester Morris, Hal Roach, Eleanor Powe
Margaret Roach, Una Merkel, Helen Parri

were among the filmites enjoying Nc
Coward's "Tonight At 8:30" at the

Capitan.

THERE are three Hermans on the produ

' tion staff of Vogue Pictures—Schlo

Raymaker and Stein. Vogue's initial p:

ture, "Li'l Abner," will be directed

Albert S. Rogell.

• •

JOE KANE is directing "Young Bill Hi

*J kok," at Republic. His cast includ

Roy Rogers, George '"Gabby" Hayes, Ja

queline Wells, Monte Blue and John Milja

• •
r* ENE AUTRY has covered 40,000 mil

^^ in personal appearances so far tr

year.

:
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70 Top-Budget Pix Between Now and Christmas
Majors Preparing To
Release Strongest
'roduct for Autumn

ill Exhibitors can look forward to

laving available the strongest prod-
ct lineup the studios have released

>-
i some time during the next few

jrsi ninths, a survey showed yesterday,
h strength of the product cer-

ain to be reflected in improved
l Warnings at the box-office. Also
(Helpful to the exhibs., is the fact

Bat the forthcoming product and
ig pictures now available are well

tered in classification, with no
fUNne formula predominating.

nji Big westerns, a liberal amount of

I
ction pictures, dramatic stories,

juLbmedies and big musicals, as well

MgtCj (Continued on Page 8)

S. A. IMPORTS

UP 15 PER CENT
Foreign Shipments Off 35%;

New Routes For Film

rr

!5% of "Boom Town

iluns To Up Prices

At least 85 per cent of exhibitors
raying "Boom Town" have, or will,

yT.ise their admission prices during
~

e run of the picture, W. F. Rodg-
s, M-G-M general sales manager,
id yesterday. Rodgers said that
lile the raising of prices was
rictly optional, exhibitors all over
e country were falling in line
th M-G-M's request.

i^ Meanwhile, Pete Wood, secretary
[Continued on Page 6)

-:\

m ••

H

V

attle Lines Drawn
i

,or Pa. Sunday Shows

arrisburg, Pa.—C. Floyd Hop-
ns, Harrisburg representative of
ilmer & Vincent, who heads a com-
ttee of all local theater manage-
\;nts attempting to have the Sun
y movie question placed on the

(Continued on Page 6)

GWTW Opens at Rio,
Sao Paulo Sept. 12

First South American opening for
"Gone With The Wind" has been set
for Sept. 12 in Rio de Janeiro, it was
learned yesterday. Picture will also
open that day in Sao Paulo Brazil.

Film shipments to South America
have increased 15 per cent since the
start of the European war, although
foreign shipments in general have
dropped 35 per cent, according to

William Barnett, of Massce, Barnett
& Co., film forwarders.

Because of the blockade and mine-
infested waters, shipments to Finland
and Sweden by way of Petsamo have
been halted, and films are now sent
to those countries by way of the
West Coast to Japan and across Si-

beria and Russia, a trip requiring
more than 35 days. Barnett said that
film shipments to North Africa and
the Balkan countries are now sent
around the Cape of Good Hope and
to a point on the Persian Gulf and
then through Turkey.

Equity Backs AGMA
In Jurisdictional Fight

First union support for the Amer-
ican Guild of Musical Artists in

their fight with the American Fed-
eration of Musicians over jurisdic-

tion of certain instrumentalists came
yesterday in the form of a resolu-
tion by Equity pledging full support
to AGMA. Lawrence Tibbett,
AGMA head, is expected back today
or tomorrow from California where

(Continued on Page 3)

M-G-M, Warners and RKO Reported Seeking Peace
Move Which Would Include 20th Century-Fox and
Paramount; Government Will Consider Compromise

A peace move which would include 20th Century-Fox and
Paramount in the consent decree proceedings may be launched
today or tomorrow by M-G-M, Warner Bros, and RKO. Con-

ferences between Government offi-

cials and the latter three companies
were scheduled for yesterday but
were postponed for a day or two at

the request of the so-called Big Five.
Government spokesman said that

representatives of the five compa-
nies had met yesterday and were
expected to meet again in an effort

to agree upon a common basis to

submit to the Government. It was
reliably reported that the Govern-
ment would consider any compro-
mise, but will not deviate substan-
tially from the draft of the decree
as recently formulated.
On the other hand, Sidney R.

Kent, president of 20th-Fox, yester-
(Continued on Page 3)

SPME's Convention

Committees Named

Appointment of committees for the
Fall convention of the SMPE, to be
held in the Roosevelt Hotel, Holly-
wood, Oct. 21-25, is announced by
President E. A. Williford.
Program, now being completed,

will include an informal get-together
luncheon in the hotel's Florentine
Room on the opening day, technical
sessions, studio visits and the ban-
quet and dance in the hotel's Blossom
Room on the final day.

Officers-elect for 1941 will be in-

troduced at the latter, while another
feature will be presentations of the
SMPE Progress Medal and the SMPE
Journal Award. Speakers' list will in-

clude several industry notables, it is

stated.

Convention committees follow:
(Continued on Page 8)

Expect ITOA Decree Stand
After Today's Meeting

Official stand of the ITOA on the
proposed consent decree is expected
to be made known today following a

meeting of the organization. The
(Continued on Page 6)

Okays Gallup Poll
Exec. Declares Poll Shows Why Biz is Off

Zegrans Phil. RKO Mgr.;
Braeunig Named H.O. Rep.

Appointments of Charles Zegrans
as RKO branch manager in Phila-
delphia and A. F. Braeunig as home
office representative were announced
yesterday by Ned Depinet, vice-pres-
ident.

Zegrans succeeds F. L. McNamee,
(Continued on Page 6)

The Gallup poll on double fea-
tures received the endorsement of

Edwin Silverman of the Essaness
Theaters Corp. of Chicago, in a let-

ter to The Film Daily.
"The corporate earnings for both

the heavy goods and consumers' in-

dustries are showing ever-increas-
ing earnings, some of them of record-
breaking proportions," Silverman
writes. "However, the motion pic-

(Continued on Page 3)

Music Hall Asks

Soc. Security Rule

Radio City Music Hall Corp. yes-
terday asked the Federal Court to

rule that it was not compelled to

pay Social Security taxes on a large
number of special performers in a
suit brought against the U. S. for

$1,079 representing these tax pay-
(Continued on Page 6)

UA Denies Conspiracy
Charges in Schine Suit

Buffalo—E. C. Raftery yesterday
filed in U. S. Court here a general
denial for United Artists Corp. of
conspiracy charges in the Govern-

(Continued on Page 3)

RKO Closes Deal
With De Luxe Lab

Deal has been closed by RKO with De
Luxe Laboratory whereby the lab. will

do a large part of the film company's
work in the East, it was reported yes-
terday. It is expected that De Luxe will

increase its personnel to handle the ad-
ditional work.
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FINANCIAL
(Tuesday, Aug. 20)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2]/2%>
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 73/8 7% 7% + l/4
East. Kodak 125 125 125 + 1 Vz
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 23'/2 23y2 23 1/2 + 'A
do pfd
Paramount 5% 5'/8 5y4 + Vs
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 8'/s 8 8'/8 + i/

8
RKO 2i/

2 21/2 21/2

20th Century-Fox . . . 55/8 5Vz 5y2 — Vs
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2l/4 2y4 2y4 — Vs
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3y2s46
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv.3y4s47 87y4 87'/4 873,4+ Vz
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1% 1% \3£
Technicolor
Trans-Lux 1 1 1

Universal Corp. vtc. 3y2 3l/
2 3y2 + y4

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45.. 63 65
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59 61

UA Theaters Declare
$1.25 on Preferred

A quarterly dividend of $1.25 on
the preferred stock of United Ar-
tists Theaters was declared yester-
day by the board of directors. Divi-
dend is payable Sept. 15 to stock-
holders of record Sept. 3.

Annual stockholders meeting of
the circuit will be held on Nov, 25.

Infantile Paralysis Hits
Show Business in Indiana

Frankfort, Ind.—The three motion
picture houses in this city have been
closed by the Board of Health au-
thorities to avoid the spreading of
infantile paralysis. In Rochester,
Ind., theaters are banning children
under 16 years old from the movies.
Portland, Ind., reports an epidemic
of the disease and in all probability
theaters will be closed. South Bend,
Ind., reports 25 cases and health au-
thorities warned all persons to avoid
crowds. Sunday schools, picnics and
concerts are banned to avoid the
spread of the disease. In Mishaw-
aka, Ind., church services are re-
stricted to persons over 16 years old.

"Boom Town" Held 3rd
Week in 3 More Houses

Columbia to Release
Four Ellery Queen Pix

Columbia's home office announced
yesterday that the company will re-
lease a new series of four pictures
based on the Ellery Queen popular
mystery stories. Yarns have ap-
peared in novel and short story
form in Cosmopolitan, Redbook and
American magazines and are broad-
cast Sunday evenings on the CBS
network.
Ralph Bellamy and Charles

Grapewin have been signed to play
the principal roles.

Larry Darmour will produce for
Columbia.

Ochs and Deutsch Get
F. A., Select Franchises

Cleveland—Pioneer Film Exchange
has been formed by Herbert Ochs
and Richard Deutsch to handle fran-
chises on Film Alliance product and
Select Attractions. The Film Al-
liance franchise covers Ohio, Mich-
igan, Kentucky and Indiana. The
Select franchise is for Ohio and Ken-
tucky. Pioneer Film Exchange is

located in the Warner Bldg.

Set First World Pic

"Time in the Sun," produced by
Marie Seton from the film photo-
graphed and directed by the Eisen-
stein-Tisse Expedition into Mexico,
will be the first release of a group
of ten new films which World Pic-
tures Corp. will distribute as part of

their 1940-41 product.

FOR FASTER,

IP FRIENDLIER SERVICE

T LOWER COST -'PHONE

tostal
Telegraph
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED IN

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE BILL.

"Boom Town" has been held over
for a third week in three more situa-

tions, making a total of seven such
extended engagements marked up by
the film in its first nine engagements
at advanced admission prices. The
new holdovers are in Cincinnati and
in Los Angeles, where the film is

playing day-and-date at the State
and Chinese. Third weeks in Harris-
burg, Reading, New Orleans and In-

dianapolis previously were an-
nounced.

Figueroa New Sales Head
Of Astor Pictures Corp.

W. J. Figueroa has been named
general sales manager of Astor Pic-

tures Corp. Figueroa succeeds O.

K. Bourgeois who has acquired the
Astor franchise in Texas, Arkansas
and Oklahoma, with headquarters in

Dallas.

Wilby-Kincey-RKO Deal

RKO announces the closing of a
product deal with the Wilby-Kincey
circuit covering 31 situations in

North and South Carolina.

Mayfair to Open
Syracuse, N. Y.—Jack Karp is

opening the Mayfair on Labor Day,
following extensive alterations.

COmiRC and GOinG

SIDNEY R. KENT left last night for Salt Lak
City to attend the premiere of "Brighai
Young."

HERMAN WOBBER and W. J. HUTCHINSOI
fly tomorrow to Salt Lake City.

JAMES CAGNEY arrived on the Coast yes
terday to testify before the Dies committee.

TERRY TURNER, manager of RKO's exploitatio
field staff, is in Little Rock, Ark.

SIGNE HASSO, Swedish star recently signe
by RKO, has arrived in Hollywood from Stock
holm via the Orient.

WILLIAM MORGAN, 20th Century-Fox man
ager in France, arrives from Europe on the Exett
Aug. 29.

DARRYL F. ZANUCK, WILLIAM COET2
JASON JOY and LOUIS BROMFIELD will atten
the "Brigham Young" premiere in Salt Lake Cit)

going from Hollywood.

N. Y. Theater League
Will Back Sunday Plays

The League of New York The
aters yesterday informed Actor
Equity that the League was read;

to go along on the proposition o
Sunday shows, looked upon by filri

men as a definite threat to business
The stagehands and musicians hav
already stated they would play bai
on Sunday shows. Final action b;

Equity was postponed until the Sep1
10 meeting of the Council, but it ij

1

anticipated that Equity will assen
to Sunday shows.

DAMON RUNY0N,
wh o time after time

has rackedthis nation

with laughter, says:

IF THERE'S A LAUGH

IN YOU/HE STAYED

FOR BREAKFAST'

WILL BRING IT OUT!

A COLUMBIA PICTURE
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Five Companies Seek

Settlement Basis

(Continued from Page 1)

Iday told The Film Daily that the

J status of his company in relation to

j
the proposed settlement was un-

1 changed. He said 20th-Fox would

-jnot accept the escape clause and a

'"ifew other provisions in their pres-

ent form. The company's own sug-
• gestions, he added, had been re-

t jected so there was little else to do,

. indicating- that the deadlock was not

•Mikely to be broken in the near fu-

XI tore.

Kent said he had outlined his

views to the board of directors and
had pointed out what he thought
was wrong with the entire draft.

Barney Balaban, Paramount presi-

dent, said the Paramount situation

was unchanged and that "we are

continuing to discuss all angles."

Equity Backs AGMA
In Jurisdictional Fight

{Continued from Page 1)

he conferred with SAG officials on
the situation. However, no indica-

tion of whether or not the SAG will

£ive any active support has been
forthcoming as yet.

The AFM under its new prexy,
James Petrillo, is claiming jurisdic-

ion over a number of concert in-

trumentalists who have been mem-
Ders of AGMA for some time. Con- :

erences between Tibbett and Pet-
illo were inconclusive and further
alks are scheduled for this week.
The Equity resolution termed the

!

\FM demands as encroachment.

With Equity lining up behind
AGMA it is expected that other
iffiliated unions of the AAAA group
will also fall into line and a gen-
eral warfare may result if some com-
promise settlement or complete set-

lement of the matter is not reached.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY]

Hollywood—Screen Actors Guild
las adopted a resolution to stand
J.quarely behind the American Guild
j)f Musical Artists in its jurisdiction-

|il squabble with the American Fed-
ration of Musicians. The Guild's
liominating committee has chosen
|£dward Arnold for president. Elec-
|ion is scheduled to be held the mid-
lie of September.

lew Film Magazine
Film News is the title of a new

liionthly film magazine published by
Ohe American Film Center, Inc., 45
Itockefeller Plaza, New York City.
rhe magazine specializes in films of

lducational value with emphasis on
jhort films. Coverage is given to

Ihe documentary film and to fact,

Industrial, travel and instructional
1 1ms, and newsreels. Editors are
Donald Slesinger and John McDon-
ld.

ALCNG THE

with PHIL M. DALY!
T T

• • • WHEN but a youth this colyumist was gastronomically

"sheltered" by a great tree of a cook —old Bridget

whose pride and corpulence were astonishing Being Irish through

and through it wasn't safe to wound either A particularly

vulnerable spot was her culinary ability but she wasn't exactly

«t "home on the range" when it came to fancy concoctions

Accordingly, if you wanted to burn Bridget up it was a swell (if

mean) prank to ask her if she could cook some fictitious French

dish Her reply was proudly delivered: "Shure. I kin if I wanta

but I don't wanta!"

• • • WE mention Bridget's retort because it appears

in this later day to represent precisely the attitude of exhibs.

anent duals elimination Theatermen can kick double

features clean out the door but they "don't wanta"
—at leasl they "don't wanta" badly enough There isn't a sha-

dow of a doubt in this writer's mind but that the rank

and file of real showmen sincerely detest duals To prove that

such is the case all one has to do is to take a cursory

gander at the impressive number of questionnaires re-

sulting from a new survey by THE FILM DAILY on this

and other subjects pertinent currently to filmland's operations

and problems

T T

• • • THERE'S one deduction we'd like to pass along to you

and it's simply embodied in the following question: "Is the

small minority on record in favor of duals really as small as it

appears?" We say small minority because it's surprising

how few of the many exhibs. canvassed expressed even tolerance

for double features Yet we have them, and how! —notwith-

standing the fact that the public majority is agin 'em, too and most

of our strategic industry solons view duals and multiples as an out-

rageous evil Perhaps the death of duals will occur when the

majority in the lethargic tug-of-war actually get down to business

and decide to take the contest with seriousness sufficiently

great to drag their minority opponents over the line Such an

end would be relatively easy to achieve if some folks in particular

would substitute those two little words,
—

"I will" for the

dallying defi: "Shure, I kin if I wanta but I don't wanta"

# • . • STUFF: Beginning Aug. 28, Ken Murray will dis-

pense mirth in person for a span of three weeks at the local Para-

mount In a publicity release on the desk-top, attention is

called to the fact that Ken is "one of Hollywood's most eligible

bachelors {Friendly Note To Automobile Owners: Don't try to

drive your car through 44th St. and by the Para, stage door during

the Murray engagement,—unless your bumper has an autograph-

hound catcher attached) George and "Jackie" Harvey {pa and

daughter) , known as "The Dancing Harveys" are teamed in pur-

veying smart entertainment for clubs, benefits, amateur shows and

minstrels (headquarters: 5 Catskill Ave., Yonkers) Leon
iRKO solon-Ampa prexy) Bamberger is ice-skating, golfing,

swimming an' mountain climbing up Lake Placid way Lynn
Farnol is getting so much publicity for "The Great Dictator" that

Herr Adolph himself is facing a journalistic pincer movement . . . .

Silverman Endorses

Gallup Duals Poll

(Continued from Page 1)

ture industry is relatively stagnant.

There is a reason why the public-

is not buying our commodity, and the

Gallup poll has shown us what the

reason is."

Silverman asserted that he "would
hazard a guess that not more than
one per cent of all the people would
refrain from patronizing movies if

all programs were single features
instead of double features."
Commenting on a recent editorial in

this paper, Silverman said: "You do
not mention that while the per-

centage against double features is

57 per cent, that the percentage of
total income against double features

is much greater than 57 per cent;

the figures would indicate at least

70 per cent. This is because the
greatest percentage in favor of dou-
ble features, namely 77 per cent,

represents the age from six to 12

involving five and 10 cent admis-
sions. The next largest group in fa-

vor of double is the 12 to 17 age,

amounting to 58 per cent. For the
most part, in the 12 to 17 bracket,

you will find that more of these ad-

missions are not the maximum
charged.
"With regard to your contention

pertaining to the risinng generation,

what would you call the group be-

tween 18 and 24, which is now 60

per cent against double features ?

In a nutshell, it is evident that
at least 70 per cent of the total dol-

lar income of the industry is against
double features."

Silverman pointed out that M-G-M,
in making "Boom Town" at great

expense, was exploiting it on a sin-

gle feature basis at increased ad-

missions "to try to get the indus-

try out of its rut."

« « « » »

UA Denies Conspiracy
Charges in Schine Suit

(Continued from Page 1)

ment suit against the Schine inter-

ests and film producers-distributors,

and asked dismissal of accusation.
Similar denials already are in from
Loew's, Inc., Paramount Pictures,

Inc., Paramount Distributing, War-
ner Bros. Pictures and Vitagraph,
Inc.

Horlacher Expands
Philadelphia — James P. Clark,

president of Horlacher Delivery Ser-

vice, announces the expansion of the
service to include new terminals in

Trenton, New Brunswick and New-
ark. New terminals will be in opera-
tion in about two weeks.

Rennie Goes Radio

Lincoln, Neb. — Orville Rennie,
manager of the Rivoli and Strand
theaters in Hastings, Neb., for the

past four years, has been named
manager of radio station KHAS,
scheduled to begin operation at Hast-
ings, Sept. 1.
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THE TRODBLEI
MILTON ARTHUR, Cabart Theatres, Los Angeles • MIKE BARD,
HARRY HOLLANDER, Colorado Corporation, Los Angeles • CARL
BUERMELE, Co-operative Circuit, Detroit • OSCAR COBLENTZ,
Alpha Theatre, Catonsville, Md. • SAM DEMBOW, Jr., Paramount

Theatres • JOHN HARRIS, Harris-Alvin Theatre, Pittsburgh . CHARLES
HAYMAN, Lafayette Theatre, Buffalo • WILLIAM HENDERSON,
Frank Durkee's Circuit, Baltimore • ED HINCHEY, Warner Bros. Circuit

Just a few of the hundrel



Showman Agrees

BREAKFAST
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BOX-OFFICE!
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BERT JACOCKS, Warner Bros., Boston . MAX LEVENSON,
Levenson Circuit, Boston • FRED MEYERS, -R. K. O. Theatres • RAY
MOON, Mutual Circuit, Detroit • RODNEY PANTAGES, Pantages

Theatre, Hollywood • EUGENE PICKER, Loew's Theatres, Inc.

I. M. RAPPAPORT, Hippodrome Theatre, Baltimore • HERMAN
RIFKIN, Rifkin Circuit, Boston • MIKE ROSENBERG, Principal

Theatres, Los Angeles • MARTIN TOOHEY, Pawtucket

. MORE ON REQUEST!



Music Hall Asks

Sot Security Rule

(Continued from Page 1)

ments for 1938. The plaintiff

stated that it had willingly paid for

its regular employes used on its

stage but that acts hired by the week
should not properly be included in

the category of employes.

The complaint listed a number of

these performers such as Eddie Pea-
body, Buck and Bubbles, Jan Peerce
and Edwina Eustis, and described

them as independent contractors not

under the control of the theater.

A ruling in the case may establish

the law in reference to a number of

de luxe houses which employ special

performers in conjunction with stage
shows.

Bolte Named Executive
Of Ad Films Company

Irvington, N. J.—Brown Bolte this

week becomes vice-president and ad-

vertising director of G. R. Taylor &
Co., producers and distributors of

motion picture advertising. He will

bave charge of sales and advertising,

with headquarters at the executive

sales offices, 9 Rockefeller Plaza, N.
Y. 0. H. Sutter will continue as

sales manager. Bolte was formerly
merchandising manager of Scott &
Bowne and its subsidiaries.

Labor Endorses Sunday Pix

Harrisburg, Pa. — Local 188,

IATSE, at a meeting last week en-

dorsed the campaign of theater man-
agements to have the Sunday movie
question placed on the ballots in No-
vember and pledged their support
at the election, it has been an-

nounced by Samuel Rubin, business
agent for the local.

Williamstown, Pa.—The borough
of Williamstown will vote on a Sun-
day movie referendum at the Novem-
ber election.

A petition with 100 signatures,
more than the required number to

get the question on the ballot, has
been filed with the Dauphin County
Commissioners.

Albert Rogell
Bert Roach

Forrest Stanley
James Dent
Louis Brock
Hans Dreier
Hiller Innes
John Dacey
Bill Pierce

"Gone With the Wind" Hangs Up Summer
Record in 36th Weeh at Broadway Astor

In its thirty-sixth week at the Astor Theater, "Gone With the Wind" hung up a

new Summer record. Business for the week topped all previous grosses back to early
in May. Moving into its ninth month, the production has exceeded all Astor runs since
"The Big Parade."

Zegrans Phil. RKO Mgr.; Battle Lines Drawn
Braeunig Named H.O. Rep. For Pa. Sunday Shows

(Continued from Page 1)

who resigned to go into business for

himself. Zegrans entered the film
business in 1919 and joined RKO's
Philadelphia branch in 1930. Vincent
O'Donnell, head booker, succeeds
Zegrans as office manager.

Braeunig, who has been office man-
ager of the Cleveland exchange,
will cover the Cleveland, Pittsburgh,
Cincinnati and Indianapolis branches.
He has been with the company 17
years and fills the vacancv left by
John A. Downing who has been
transferred to Boston as office man-
ager. L. E. Blumenfeld will replace
Braeunig as Cleveland office man-
ager.

Expect ITOA Decree Stand
After Today's Meeting

(Continued from Page 1)

decree proposals have not been
studied as a whole by the organiza-
tion, but indications are that the
ITOA will not endorse any part of
the document except the arbitration

clause.

Special Advt. Accessories
For WB's "Sea Hawk"

Warner Bros.' forthcoming release,
"The Sea Hawk," in which Errol
Flynn is starred, has been accorded
special handling by the company's
advertising department with several
special exhibitor aids prepared.

In addition to the Warner Silk
Screen displays, window cards, post-
ers and other accessories, a strik-

ing life size standee has been made
up. Standing six feet high, it is re-
produced in 12 brilliant colors on a
heavy stock with a sturdy, double-
wing easel. A four-page tabloid size,

11 x 16 inches roto herald is also
available. The inside spread is in
three colors, and the entire back page
is for co-operative imprints.

These special accessories have al-

ready been shipped to the company's
exchanges. The picture will be re-

leased nationally on Aug. 31.

Fire Destroys Iowa Theater

Madrid, la. — Fire destroyed the
projection room equipment at the
Iowa Theater at Madrid. Roy Lepo-
vitz is owner and operator of the
house. Damage was estimated at

$2,000.

Cincy Downtowns Boost Price

Cincinnati—Forty-four cent admis-
sions will be boosted to 50c at the
RKO downtown theaters, Sept. 1, ac-
cording to report.

(Continued from Page 1)

ballot in November, has announced
that 5,500 persons have signed peti-

tions to have the issue placed before
the voters with more coming in

every day.
Hopkins is now going over the sig-

natures on the petitions, eliminating
those ineligible to vote and duplica-

tions. The petition will be filed with
county commissioners a few days
before the deadline on Sept. 5. While
only 1,506 signatures of registered
voters are needed to have an issue

placed upon the ballot, Hopkins ex-
pects to have 7,000 signers at least.

Meanwhile, the Pennsylvania
Council of Churches will fight Sun-
day movies through the work of the
Federated Legislative Committee of

Pennsylvania, an organization of

church groups, it has been announced
by the Rev. William L. Mudge, ex-

ecutive secretary of the Council. The
committee's campaign will be di-

rected by the Federation's Lord's Day
Committee, of which the Rev. W. B.
Forney, Philadelphia, is chairman.
Attacks on the legalization of Sun-

day movies continues to be heard in

church sermons.

Fire Destroys Kentucky
Theater; Loss $20,000

Irvine, Ky. — Following the com-
plete destruction by fire of the
Strand Theater, endangering the
lives of 400 patrons, investigation
by police and fire department offi-

cials determined that the blaze orig-

inated in the projection booth and
was unavoidable. Although two of
the theater's exit doors jammed mo-
mentarily when the crowd rushed out
at the sounding of the fire alarm,
safety provisions of the theater were
approved. Loss to the theater was
about $20,000, with smoke and water
damage to adjoining stores. Local
people believe that the theater will

be rebuilt at once.

Charter Features Syndicate
Dover, Del.— Hollywood Features

Syndicate, Inc., has been granted a
corporate charter by the State De-
partment to conduct a general pub-
lishing business. Capital is $25,000,
par $25, and the incorporators are
Dr. John Hewlins Kern, Arverne, N.
Y.; Joseph N. Mosley, Brooklyn, and
Robert Kern, Ridgewood, Queens, N.
Y. Albert B. Krantz, Wilmington,
is listed as the resident agent.

New Georgia Theater Opens
Valdosta, Ga. — The Grand, this

city's fourth motion picture theater,
held its formal opening Aug. 15.

85% of "Boom Town'

Runs To Up Prices

(Continued from Page 1)

of the ITO of Ohio, urged the pric

boost in a recent bulletin.

"It is the personal opinion of th
writer," Wood said, "that exhibi

tors should co-operate with Metro i

its attempt to get more money a{

the box-office on a picture such a
'Boom Town.' But we issue a not
of warning to all distributors: Be
fore urging exhibitors to increas
their prices to the public, be absolu-

tely sure the picture justifies it-

and then follow the Metro plan c

permitting the exhibitor to decid
for himself." -

Fosse Opens New Mars
Theater Tomorrow

La Porte City, La.—The new Mar
Theater will take the place of th
old Pastime Theater at La Port
City tomorrow night with the forms
opening of the new house. The Pas
time closed Tuesday of last week fc

transfer of the projection equipmen
Marvin Fosse, owner of the thes

ter, completely remodeled the builc

ing housing the new theater. Th
floor was lowered as one unit an
given a reversed slope so that ever
seat in the house will have a view c

the screen without interfering wit
any other seat. The projection rooi

is nine feet above the auditoriui
with a steel frame and is fireproof.

The auditorium walls and ceilir

are covered with Nu-wood, an acou;
tic fibre board, which has insulatin
and sound-deadening properties.
is all modern with rest and loung
rooms in the basement and is ail

conditioned.

The front of the building has bee
remodeled with a large canopy an
neon lights.

Price Joins Select

Ben Price who has been in charj
of the New York territory f(

Universal for the past 23 years, hi

now become associated with the S 1

lect Film Exchange, operated 1

Matty Radin.

Starts Movie Time Table
Grand Rapids, Mich.—Grand Ra

ids Press has inaugurated a mov
time table daily, giving the playir

times of feature attractions at tl

five downtown theaters.

WEDDING BELLS

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAIl

Hollywood — Lucille Fairbanl
film and stage actress and niece

the late Douglas Fairbanks, will w
Owen Edward Crump, screen write

it is announced here. Ceremony w
take place in October.
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Film Daily Shorts Calendar
A list of short subject releases during August and

September by seven major companies

AUG.

16

23

30

i

SEPT.

6

I

13

20

27

COLUMBIA

The Timid Pup
(Color Rhapsody)

Screen Snapshots
No. 10

Fireman Save My
Choo Choo

Andy Clyde

Community Sing No. 7

Squadron 993
(Cinescope)

Historic Virginia
(Columbia Tour)

A I'eep in the Deep
(Fable)

From Nurse to Worse
(Stooges)

Fishing in Hawaii
(Sport Reel)
Our National Defenses
(Washington Parade)
Tangled Television
i Color Rhapsody)
School Day Dreams
i Phantasy)
Hobby Lobby
I Cinescope

)

Please To Mit Yon
(All Star Comedy)
Screen Snapshots

No. 1

( New series)

Community Sing No. 8

Farmer Tom Thumb
(Fables)

Savoy In the Alps
I Tour)

Industrial Green
Island

( Cinescope

)

Master of Cue
(Sport Reel)

The Spook Speaks
I All Star Comedy)

Old and New Arizona
(Tour)

M-G-M

Gee Quiz
(Pete Smith)

Romeo In Rhythm
(Cartoon)

Buyer Beware
(Crime Does Not

Pay)

Soak the Old
(Crime Does Not

Pay)

Football Thrills of
(Smith) 1939
Papa Gets The Bird
(Cartoon)
Good Bad Boys
(Our Gang)
The Capital City

—

Washington, D. C.

(FitzPatrick
Traveltalk)

I'topia of Death
(Passing Parade)

The Homeless Flea
(Cartoon)

Rodeo Dough
(Miniature)

Cloud Hoppers
(Miniature)

PARAMOUNT

Doing Impossikible
Stunts

(Popeye)

Unusual Occupations
No. 6

The Fulla Bluff Man
i Stone Age Cartoon)

Paramount Pictorial
No. 2

Wlmmin Hadn't
Oughta Drive

(Popeye)

You Can't Shoe a
Horse Fly

(Color Classic
Cartoon)

Puttin On the Act
(Popeye)

Springtime in the
Rockage

(Stone Age)

Diving Demons
(Sportlight)

Popular Science No. 1

Moments of Charm
of 1941

(Headliner)

Pedgogial Institution
(Stone Age)
Indian Temples
(Fascinating

Journeys)

Popeye Meets
William Tell

King for a Day
(Gaby Color

Cartoon)

Unusual Occupations
No. 1

Way Back When a
Woman Had Their

Weigh
(Stone Age)

RKO RADIO 20th-FOX

Trouble Shooters
(Sportscope)

Spoils of Conquest
(March of Time

No. 12)

Donald's Vacation
(Disney)

Information Please
No. 13

(Elmer Davis)

Hats
(Reelism)

March of Time
No. 13

Sportscope No. 1

Pluto's Dream House
(Disney)

Sunk by the Census
I Edgar Kennedy)
Information Please

No. 1
i Anna Neagle)

March of Time No. 1

Picture People No. 1

Window Cleaners
(Disney)

He Asked For It

(Leon Errol)

Sportscope No. '£

Eskimo Trails
(Father Hubbard)

Billy Mouse's
Akwakade

(Terry-Toon)

Vacation Time
(Thorgersen Sports

Review)

Club Life in the
Stone Age

( Terry-Toon

)

Grunterg and

(Lew Lehr)
Groaners

The Lucky Duck
(Terry-Toon)

Land of Flowers
(Magic Carpet)

Gridiron Demon
(Terry-Toon)

UNIVERSAL

Stranger Than
Fiction No. 80

Going Places No. 80
Varsity Vanities
(musical)

The Fox and the
Rabbit

(Color Cartoon
reissue)

Toyland Premiere
(Color Cartoon

reissue)

I Dream of Jeannie
With the Light Brown
Hair
(Musical)

Swing With Bing
(2 reel special)

Stranger Than
Fiction No. 81

Musical
(title not set)
Crazy House
(Andy Panda)

Going Places No. 81

Midget Auto-Racers
( Adventures of a
News Cameraman

)

VITAPHONE

Ghost Wanted
(Merrie Melody.

Famous Movie Dogs
(Color Parade)

Ceiling Hero
(Merrie Melody)

Patient Porky
(Looney Tune)

Service With the
Colors

( two-reeler, with

Wm, Lundigan,
Bill Orr. George
Haywood, Robert
Armstrong)

.

Riding Into Society
( two-reeler, with

Elsa Maxwell i

Matty Malneck &
Band (Melody

Master)

Malihu Beach Party
(Merrie Melody)

Diary of a Racing
Pigeon

(Sports Parade)

Calling Dr. Porky
( Looney-Tune)

Football Thrills
(Hollywood Novelty)
Holiday Highlights
(Merrie Melody)

NOTE: Most short subjects are released on Fridays. When distributors release on other days, subjects in this chart were placed under the nearest Friday date.



70 Top Budgeted

Pictures Coming

(Continued from Page 1)

as semi-historical films that are in

both the action and dramatic classi-

fications, are on their way. Pro-
duction on the immediate Fall sched-
ules has been pushed hard by the
studios lately with an unusually
large number of pictures in work.

More than 70 top budget pictures
with almost every big name in the

business cast in one or more of them,
starting this month, will be released
between now and Christmas with
several studios working on special

attractions for the Christmas holi-

days.

Following is a list of pictures
available to exhibs. starting this
month and running to Jan. 1. Some
changes may be made in release
dates, but it is likely that every one
of the listed films will be released
during this period.

August-Sept. Releases

Ausust: "The Great Profile." "Re-
turn Of Frank James." "20th-Fox:
"Pride And Prejudice," "Andy Hardy
Meets Debutante," "Boom Town."
Me+ro: "The Sea Hawk." "Flowing
Gold." Warners; "Kit Carson,"
"Foreign Correspondent," United
Artists; "The Great McGinty,"
Paramount; "The Daltons Rode,"
"The Boys From Syracuse," Uni-
versal; "Luckv Partners," "The
Ramparts We ' Watch." RKO; "He
Stayed For Breakfast," "The Lady
In Question." Columbia.

September: "Escape," "Wyoming,"
Metro: "Thev Knew What They
Wanted" RKO; "Brie-ham Young,"
"Public Deb. No. 1," 20th-Fox; "The
Long Voyage Home." "The West-
erner." "The Thief Of Bagdad." "The
Great Dictator." United Artists;
"Rhythm On The River," "Rangers
Of Fortune," Paramount: "Hired
Wife." "Argentine Nights," Univer-
sal; "No Time For Comedy," "City
For Conquest," Warners; "The
Howards Of Virginia," "Angels Over
Broadway," Columbia.

Last Quarter Pictures

October: "Arizona," Columbia;
"Knute Rockne, All American," "A
Dispatch From Reuters," Warners;
"Tropical Sinners," "Diamond Fron-
tier," Universal; "Down Argentine
Way," 20th-Fox; "Philadelphia
Story," "Go West," Metro; "Too
Many Girls," "You'll Find Out,"
RKO; "Victory," "A Night At Earl
Carroll's," Paramount; "Flotsam,"
"Son Of Monte Cristo," United Ar-
tists.

November and December: "Hud-
son's Bay," "The Californian," "Chad
Hanna," 20th-Fox; "The Letter,"
"Meet John Doe," "Santa Fe Trail,"
"Honeymoon For Three," Warners;
"Bittersweet," "Little Nellie Kelly,"
"Third Finger, Left Hand," Metro;
"Northwest Mounted Police," "Arise
My Love," "Love Thy Neighbor,"
Paramount; "A Little Bit Of Hea-
ven," Universal; "Strange Victory,"

Warner Bros, to Hold Short Subject
Trade Screening For 1940-41 Product

With more than 30 per cent of its short subject product for 1940-41 already com-
pleted, Warner Bros, has scheduled a special trade showing of the new season's one and
two-reelers for tomorrow at 2:30 P.M. in the company's home office projection room.
Invitations have been sent to all circuit heads and exhibitors in the New York and
New Jersey territory.

Similar screenings will be held in the company's other exchange centers during

the next two weeks.

20th-Fox Execs. Off

For "Young" Premiere

With final plans set for the mul-
tiple premiere Friday in Salt Lake
City of 20th-Fox' "Brigham Young,"
Sidney R. Kent, company's prexy,

and Mrs. Kent, left last night on the

Iroquois in the van of a large group
of executives and stars going to the
premiere from New York and the

Coast. Herman Wobber, general
manager of distribution, and Walter
J. Hutchinson, foreign sales direc-

tor, are scheduled to fly to Salt Lake
City tomorrow.

Darryl F. Zanuck, Mrs. Zanuck,
William Goetz and his wife, Jason
Joy and Louis Bromfield head the
Coast delegation of execs, who will

attend. Tyrone Power, Annabella,
Linda Darnell, Mary Astor, Dean
Jagger, Jane Withers, Brenda Joyce,

Cesar Romero, Nancy Kelly, Jean
Rogers and Ken Murray are among
the Hollywood stars who will at-

tend and make personal appearances
at the six theate'i'6 which will simul-
taneously preview the picture.

Plan Chi. Television Station

Chicago—Paul Mann has been
named president of the Consolidated
Wire and Associated Companies
which have applied to FCC for a
elevision license. Joseph Mann is

secretary-treasurer of the company,
whose headquarters are located at

512 S. Peoria St.

Start "Flight Command"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — "Flight Command"

went into production yesterday at

the Metro studios with Robert Tay-
lor, Walter Pidgeon, Ruth Hussey,
Paul Kelly, Shepard Strudwick and
Tom Neal as principal players. Frank
Borzage is directing.

Smith Raises Prices

Syracuse, N. Y. — Smith Chain
Theaters has upped the admission
at the Happy Hour, downtown sub-

sequent, to 20 cents. The advance of

a nickel makes only a five cent dif-

ferential from the prevailing first-

run low of 25 cents.

"Kiss Me Again," United Artists;
"Passage West," "Legacy," "Penny
Serenade," "The Vigilantes," Colum-
bia; "Kitty Foyle," "No, No, Na-
nette," RKO.

Release dates by months are ten-
tative in a number of cases after
September, and it is likely that ad-
ditional top features will be readied
for release during the same period
by all companies. Pictures listed

are only a part of all the companies'
lineups for this period.

20-Fox Completes Pix

in Eng.; to Start Another

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Robert Kane who is

here and who has charge of 20th
Century-Fox's production activity in

England reports that an untitled "In-
spector Hornleigh" picture was com-
pleted last week and "Kipps," a story
by H. G. Wells, goes before cameras
within next 10-days. It will be fol-

lowed by "Paddy, the Next Best
Thing" in which Wendy Hiller may
be starred.

"Knute Rockne" Premiere
In South Bend Oct. 4

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, has set

Oct. 4 as date for the world premiere
of "Knute Rockne, All American," at
South Bend, Ind. Jesse I. Pavey,
mayor of South Bend, and Rev. John
Cavanaugh, vice-president of the
niversity of Notre Dame, are here
conferring with Warner officials con-
cerning world premiere of the pic-
ture.

Jenkins in "Tin Pan Alley"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Allen Jenkins will

play a comedy role in "Tin Pan Al-
ley," which goes into production at
20th Century-Fox next week. Alice
Fay, Betty Grable and John Payne
have the leading roles, and the pic-

ture will be directed by Walter King.

Ilona Massey in "New Wine"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Ilona Massey has been

signed by Alexander Korda for the
leading role in "New Wine," based
on the life of Franz Schubert. Miss
Massey will sing several of the com-
poser's best known songs.

Adapting "Strange Victory"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Rose Franken and

William Brown Meloney are here
adapting their story, "Strange Vic-
tory," for Sol Lesser. Martha Scott"
will star in the film which goes into
production late this year.

Son to Wilbur Grant
Indianapolis—Wilbur Grant, Uni-

versal salesman, announced the ar-
rival of an 8% pound boy, born Wed-
nesday morning in the Coleman Hos-
pital here.

Maeterlinck to Write Fantasy
Maurice Maeterlinck will write a

three-act fantasy for children which
Mrs. Clare Tree Major will present
here this Fall. It will likely have
some of the quality of his "Blue
Bird" which 20th-Fox recently filmed
in Technicolor.

SPME's Convention

Committees Named
(Continued from Page 1)

Pacific Coast Papers—C. R. Sawyer, cha.
man ; L. A. Aicholtz, O. O. Ceccarini, F. J I

Falge, C. Faulkner, C. N. Batsel, W. A
Mueller, J. Stewart, H. G. Tasker.

Reception and Local Arrangements—H. (

Tasker, chairman ; N. Levinson, K. F. Mo
gan. P. Mole, A. M. Gundelfinger, H. V
Remerschied, G. S. Mitchell, L. D. Grignovi
G. F. Rackett, H. W. Moyse, W. C. Mille

]

W. A. Mueller, C. L. Lootens, W. V. Wolff
E. C. Richardson. E. Huse, J. O. Aalben :

R. H. McCullough, J. M. Nickolaus, E. J
Hansen, R. G. Linderman, F. M. Falge.

Registration and Information—W. C. Kun
mann, chairman ; C. W. Handley, S. Harri
J. Frank, Jr., W. R. Greene.
Banquet and Dance—N. Levinson, chaif

man; H. T. Kalmus, E. Huse, L. L. Ryder, (<

Dunning, R. G. Linderman, G. S. Mitche'
P. Mole, H. G. Tasker, W. C. Miller, R. r
McCullough, G. F. Rackett, J. O. Aalber
K. F. Morgan, H. W. Moyse, J. L. Courcie

Hotel and Transportation—G. A. Chamber
chairman; W. C. Harcus, F. L. Eich, E. J
Honan, H. R. Lubcke, W. E. Theisen, L. J
Hoffman, S. P. Solow, D. P. Loye, D. I

Bloomberg, F. J. Durst, K. B. Lambert, 1

O'Grady, A. C. 31aney, D. B. Brown, J. C
Frayne.

Convention Projection—H. Griffin, chai
man; J. O. Aalberg, C. W. Handler, W. 1

Rudolph, J. M. Nickolaus, J. K. Hilliard, I
A. Starke, L. E. Clark, M. S. Leshing. A. r
Edouart, I. Serrurier, J. Durst. R. H. M
Cullough, H. W. Remerschied, H. I. Reiskin
W. W. Lindsay, Jr. ; Officers and membe
of Los Angeles Projectionists Local No. 15

Ladies' Reception—Mrs. L. L. Ryde
hostess; assisted by Mrs. H. G. Tasker, Mr
E. C. Richardson, Mrs. G. F. Rackett. Mr
H. W. Moyse, Mrs. L. E. Clark, Mrs. G.
Mitchell, Mrs. N. Levinson, Mrs. P. Mol
Mrs. C. W. Handley, Mrs. K. F. Morga
Mrs. W. C. Miller, Mrs. B. Kreuzer, Mrs. i

M. Gundelfinger, Mrs. E. Huse, Mrs. G. .

Chambers, Mrs. J. O. Aalberg, Mrs. R. I

McCullough, Mrs. C. Dunning, Mrs. F.
Durst, Miss Ruth Williams, social directo
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel.

Publicitv—J. Haber, chairman ; L. i

Aicholtz, W. A. Mueller, W. R. Greene, (

Chambers, S. Harris, A. M. Gundelfinger.
New Equipment Exhibit—B. Kreuze

chairman; P. Mole, C. N. Batsel, K. 1

Morgan, P. F. Harper. F. J. Durst. O. 1

Neu, F. M. Falge, G. H. Worrall, J. (|

Frayne, H. W. Remerschied, C. R. Daily, (

W. Handley.

"Tugboat Annie" as Series
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAIL
Hollywood—Warner Bros, intend

to make a series of pictures aroun
the character of Tugboat Annii

first played by Marie Dressier, bu

with Marjorie Rambeau in the sec

ond of the proposed series, "Tug
boat Annie Sails Again," just coir

pleted. Miss Rambeau would cor

tinue to play the role of Annie.

Warners Want Pat O'Brien Back
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAIL
Hollywood—Warner Bros, is seel

ing the services of Pat O'Brien, froi

whom it recently parted, for the leac

ing role in a film from Jack London'
"Burning Daylight."

Berle Gets New 20-Fox Pact
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAIL
Hollywood — Twentieth Centurj,

Fox has signed Milton Berle to

long-term contract and he will pla

one of starring roles in "The Grea
American Broadcast."

Peter Lorre 111

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAIL
Hollywood—Peter Lorre is terr.

porarily out of the cast of RKO'
Kay Kyser picture, "You'll Fin

Out." He is suffering from an in

fected throat.
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Too Few Shorts Merit Exploitation, Exhibs. Hold

i iii

All Houses in Cleveland
Territory Using Shorts;

Operators' Reactions Vary-

By ELSIE LOEB
FILM DAILY Staff Correspondent

Cleveland—Short subjects, a terri-

tory survey reveals, are like bread
and butter,—always served but sel-

dom mentioned on the menu. The
short subject is slighted, theater
owners say, for two reasons. One
is because of the prevalence of

double features, there is no space
available to mention them in the
newspaper ads. The other reason is

;hat only a few shorts, in their opin-
(Continued on Page 8)

fox to Ask Price

Soost for "Young
ti

Twentieth Century-Fox will ask
xhibitors to raise their admission
'rices for "Brigham Young" and Co-
jmbia is giving serious considera-
ion to a similar policy for "The
lowards of Virginia."
Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox gen-

ral sales manager, said yesterday
nat it was planned to ask advanced
rices on "Young" in selected situa-

(Continued on Page 7)

£agney, March, Bogart,

)unne Cleared by Dies

San Francisco—The Dies commit-
;e has cleared James Cagney, Fred-
c March, Humphrey Bogart and
hil Dunne, the later a writer, of
ommunistie activities, following re-

(Continued on Page 8)

Now It's 7 Theaters
Salt Lake City—Premiere of "Brigham

Young" here tomorrow night has now
been completely sold out in seven the-
aters, setting a new high for the number
of theaters necessary to accommodate
the public demand for seats at an open-
ing. More than 8,000 seats will be in
use, and the gross for the one night
is expected to go over the $8,000 mark.
Almost one-tenth of the entire popula-
tion of this city will see the premiere.
Officials of 20th-Fox here are now look-
ing around for an eighth theater as the
demand for seats continues.

ITOA Attitude on Consent Decree Sent
To Arnold; Dissatisfaction is Hinted

ITOA yesterday sent its reaction to the consent decree proposals to Thurman Arnold,
following a lengthy meeting in the Hotel Astor. It was reported that Arnold asked that

the contents of the message be kept in secrecy, but reliable sources hinted that dis-

satisfaction with most of the provisions was expressed by ITOA members. Plan whereby
the American Arbitration Ass'n would supervise the setting up of an arbitration system
and the manner in which the boards would operate was said to have met with the
approval of the organization.

Goldwyn Duals Stand

Defended by Kirsch

Chicago—Jack Kirsch, Illinois Al-

lied president, defends Samuel Gold-
wyn's recent article in the Saturday
Evening Post in regard to double

features, an article which caused
critical comment to be directed at

the producer from some sources. In
a letter to Goldwyn, Kirsch declared

that a person should not be criticized

for trying to save the industry-

Kirsch's letter to Goldwyn follows:

Dear Mr. Goldwyn:
While in New York I noticed the

(Continued on Page 6)

Bernerd Awaits Negative
Of British GN Picture

American distribution deals for
other pictures produced by British
Grand National will be withheld un-
til negatives can be brought to the
U. S., Jeffrey Bernerd, co-manag-
ing director, said yesterday. Bern-
erd, whose "Pastor Hall" was ac-
quired by James Roosevelt, said that

(Continued on Page 7)

B. A. Feels Shortage

Of French Pictures

Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)—De-
mand for French films here, follow-
ing the high success scored by "The
Baker's Wife," is unable to be met
currently because of the product fa-

mine resulting from the Nazi invas-
ion of France.
To partially meet the situation,

French distribution channels locally

are attempting to re-issue produc-
tions which have been in their vaults
for some time, and are also arrang-
ing, it is reported, to have pre-in-
vasion French films brought by Ger-
man airliner along with the ship-

(Continued on Page 6)

Expect Conn, to Approve
Bingo for Organizations

New Haven—With 500 names a
day added to the petition, necessary
to conform with the State Bingo
law, it is predicted that Bingo for
organizations only will be retained
here for another year. The Board

(Continued on Page 7)

"Fantasia" Ready in Nov,
Disney Feature On Road Show Basis Only

Silver Hoarding Hurts
Biz in India and China

Creating an unusual situation
which is hurting the box-office in

India and China, the public in both
countries is hoarding small change,
particularly silver, to the extent
that there is now a definite short-
age and theaters are resorting to

(Continued on Page 2)

"Fantasia," Walt Disney's musical
feature, will have its roadshow
premiere in New York early in No-
vember, according to Hal Home,
Disney executive, who returned this

week from Coast parleys. Disney's
staff of 1,200 artists and technicians
has been working with Leopold
Stokowski and Deems Taylor for the
last two years on the picture.
Because of the vast amount of

(Continued on Page 7)

Easing of Restrictions in

"Escape Clause" Thought
Main Topic of Conference

Efforts to reach a settlement of
the consent decree issue by the dis-

tributors involved appeared to be
stymied yesterday as meetings
among the so-called Big Five
brought no announced results.

However, there were indications
that some progress may have been
made when it was learned that one
man, representing all five distribu-
tors, huddled with Special Assistant
Attorneys General Robert Sher and
James Hayes most of the afternoon.
It was understood that a plan which
would be acceptable to all five com-
panies was under discussion.

Whatever plan that may result

(Continued on Page 8)

Commercial Tele

Groups Organized

Another step toward the develop-
ment of commercial television was
made yesterday when chairmen of
subcommittees of the National Tele-
vision Systems Committee completed
their membership lists and formu-
lated objectives. It was decided
that each of nine subcommittees
would meet during the first two

(Continued on Page 7)

Weston, Former Union
Chief, Now An Operator

Collinsville, III.—Clyde A. Wes-
ton, former business manager of
the Moving Picture and Projection
Machine Operators Union Local No.
143 in St. Louis and first lieutenant

(Continued on Page 8)

Max D. Steuer Dies
Jackson, N. H.—Max D. Steuer, 68,

prominent trial lawyer and attorney for
Samuel D. Goldwyn and other film com-
panies, died of a heart attack while
on vacation here. He collapsed suddenly
while sitting on the porch of his suite

at the Hotel Wentworth.
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riNANCIAL
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. <2'/2%>
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. Pfd... 75/8 7 5
/s 7% + V4

East. Kodak 125 124% 125
do pfd 172 172 172 + 1

Gen. Th. Eq 9 9 9 + %
Loew's, Inc 24 24 24 + Vz
do pfd
Paramount 5'/2 5Vl 5'/2 + 14
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 8V4 8 8 — Vs
RKO 21/i 21/2 2'/2
20th Century-Fox . . 5% 5V2 5y8 + Vs
20th Century-Fox pfd. ....
Univ. Pict. pfd 80 80 80
Warner Bros 2% 2% 2V4
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3V2s46 103 103 103 + 1/4

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3

y

4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 81 Vi 81 Vz 8IV2+ Vz

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 10 10 10 -f- %
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc... 4 3% 4 + Vz
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57

Talk New Pact

Frank Phelps, Warner theaters'

labor adviser, will meet today with
representatives of the Wilmington
operators local to discuss a new con-
tract. Meeting will be held in Phelps
office at the Warner home office.

Operators pact in Wilmington with
the Warner circuit expires Sept. 1.

"Boom Town" Week-Day
Biz Continues Big

Adopt Slogans for N. H.

Annual New Movie Season

Week-day business is proving an
important factor in the grosses be-
ing piled up by "Boom Town" test
runs now in second and third weeks
in nine original engagements, M-G-M
reported yesterday.

Aside from opening days and
week-ends, the daily box-office re-
ports show a consistent increase
over other M-G-M top grossers. The
first five days of the second week at
the Chinese, Los Angeles, topped
the opening five days of such pic-
tures as "San Francisco" and
"Northwest Passage." In Reading,
first five days of the second stanza
beat the first five days of the first
week of "The Women," "New Moon"
and "Judge Hardy and Son."
Added to the test runs last week,

Oklahoma City opened "Boom Town"
with business for its first five days
more than double the opening five
days of "Northwest Passage,"
"Sweethearts" and other record
highs, and has been held over for a
second week.

RKO Sets 100 Labor Day
"Lucky Partners" Dates

RKO has set more than 100 dates
on "Lucky Partners" opening Aug.
29 and 30 as a Labor Day attraction.
Major engagements include first-

run theaters in Boston, Chicago,
Cleveland, Columbus, Denver, Des
Moines, Cedar Rapids, Kansas City,
New Orleans, Omaha, Sioux City,
Trenton, St. Louis, Providence, Roch-
ester, Syracuse, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Philadelphia, Cincinnati,
Dayton, Canton, Toledo, Terre Haute,
Reading, Asbury Park, New Bruns-
wick, Hutchinson and Johnstown.

Form Salesmen's Club
Chicago— William Weinshancker

of Universal was named president
of the newly organized Reel Fellows
Club, an organization of film sales-

men. Lou Goldberg of Paramount
was named vice-president; Irwin
Joseph, Columbia, secretary, and
Bob Funk, Universal, will handle the
finances of the new club. Harry
Goldman, Warners; Milt Simon, 20th
Century-Fox; Morris Hellman, Mon-
ogram; Harold Wirthwein, Para-
mount, and Mike Kassell, RKO, were
named to board of directors.

From
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New Haven—Selecting two final

winners in the circuit-wide new mo-
vie season slogan contest, Harry F.

Shaw, division manager, and Lou
Brown, publicity chief of the Loew-
Poli division, announce the slogan to

be used will be "Loew-Poli Theaters
Star-Spangled Movie Season"

—

'Where Pictures Are Better Than
Best." The New Haven and Hart-

ford winner will each receive a

year's guest ticket. These contests

are preliminary to the publicizing of

the new movie season by the divis-

ion office and all managers in their

annual campaign, opening formally

with "Boom Town" Aug. 29, in all

houses.

Two New Houses Planned
Soon for Oklahoma City

Oklahoma City—Building permits

were issued for construction of two
new suburban theaters here within

a half block of each other on North
Hudson Avenue, each party in-

volved being unaware of the other's

plans.
One theater will be at 1212 North

Hudson Avenue, the other a half a

block away on the southeast corner

of Northwest Eleventh Street and
Hudson Avenue.

Roxy Theater Declares
Preferred Dividend

The board of directors of Roxy
Theater, Inc., at its meeting yester-

day declared a quarterly dividend of

37%c per share on the outstanding
preferred stock of the corporation,
payable Aug. 30, to stockholders of

record at the close of business on
Aug. 24.

James Roosevelt 111

Kept in California by illness,

James Roosevelt will be represented
at the Philadelphia premiere of
"Pastor Hall" tomorrow by two mem-
bers of his family. Elliott Roose-
velt is going specially from Moose,
Wyo., to take his brother's place,
along with Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Jr.

Form New Company
Chicago—K. B. Gregory, formerly

a well known film executive in Chi-
cago, with L. A. Hardell and A. R.
Abdenson have organized the Lake
City Theater Operating Co., with of-

fices at 208 South La Salle Street,
to operate theaters in the central
territory.

H. G. Matthiessen Dead
H. G. Matthiessen, assistant chief

engineer of Typhoon Air Condition-
ing Co. for the last 20 years, died
last week.

I

New Management
Howard City, Mich.—Roxy theater

here will be managed by Mr. and
Mrs. P. N. Curtis starting Sept. 1.

They have removed here from Ed-

COmmG and G0II1G

ROBERT CILLHAM, advertising and publicil

director of Paramount, returns to his desk Mor
day after a studio visit.

BOB MOCHRIE, Eastern division sales mar
ager for RKO, is touring New England to vis

company accounts.

EARL WINGART, of the 20th-Fox publicil

department, has returned to his desk after

vacation.

SALLY EILERS is at the Waldorf.

WILLIAM MORGAN, 20th-Fox manager ij

France, arrives here Aug. 30 on the Exochord.

instead of the 29th on the Exeter.

SCOTT R. DUNLAP has returned to the Coas

C. C. PETTIJOHN, MPPDA counsel, arrive

from the Coast tomorrow.

Silver Hoarding Hurts
Biz in India and China

(Continued from Page 1)

desperate means to meet the situs

tion, Del Goodman, Far Eastern st

pervisor for 20th-Fox, told Th '

Film Daily yesterday.
Goodman said the same situatio

existed during the last war in a nunr

ber of foreign countries, but neve
to the extent that it does now. H?
reported that the acuteness of th

situation in Shanghai had forced th

Grand Theater to print its own pj

per money for change purposes, wit
the paper coins returnable at thj

theater box-office for admissions.

Mills' Panorams to Debut
In Hollywood Sept. 16

Chicago—Mills Novelty Co. h£

set Sept. 16 for the Hollywood prt

miere of its panorams machin*
Production of additional shorts wi
get under way shortly, the Chicag
office reported yesterday.
Gordon Mills' Hollywood office

are allotting panorams franchises t

various distributors, throughout th]

country.

"Lucky Partners" Clicks

In First Engagement

Colorado Springs—First pre-r<

lease engagement of "Lucky Pan
nea-s" gave the RKO picture >

gross considerably higher than othc

top productions. Picture has jus

completed a five-day run here.

NATIONWiDE-BUT

NOT TOO BIG FOR d

FRIENDLY SERVICE! *

Tostal^
Telegraph
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED IN

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE BILL
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THE :

AMAZING
RECORD OF

"BOOM
TOWN"

Now let me tell you why every
1 day more and more of my friendly

customers are saying:

y

" J

i

llll

I'M PLAYING
BOOM TOWN
AT ADVANCED
PRICES! (next page please)
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MR. EXHIBITOR GETS
THE BIGGEST SHARE
OF THE BOOM TOWN
DOLLAR PIE!

Oh Boy! How the money rolls into the

box-offices of theatres that are playing this

phenomenal M-G-M attraction at advanced .

prices! You're next, Mister Showman! I



CUT YOURSELF A BIG
PIECE OF BOOM TOWN!"

Here's how BIG it gets!
("Boom Town" grosses in 9 key situations are conv

pared with grosses of M-G-M's biggest previous hits

in same situations, same number of days,)

\nd below are

latest figures!

BOOM TOWN THURSDAY FRIDAY

BEATS "SAN FRANCISCO" by $35,795 by $37,640

BEATS "TEST PILOT" by $43,654 by $45,014

BEATS "BOYS TOWN" by $45,961 by $49,928

BEATS "BABES IN ARMS" by $51,489 by $56,484

BEATS "NORTHWEST PASSAGE" by $58,604 by $65,474

BOOM TOWN THURSDAY FRIDAY MONDAY

•eats "San Francisco" by $35,795 by $37,640 by $37,610

ieats 'Test Pilot" by $43,654 by $45,014 by $47,392

•eats "Boys Town" by $45,961 by $49,928 by $50,544

•eats "Babes In Arms" by $51,489 by $56,484 by $57,033

ieats "Northwest Passage" by $58,604 by $65,474 by $66,977

HELD OVER A THIRD WEEK!
AS we go to press ! Imagine this

!

7out of 9 test engagements

HELD over for 3d advanced-price week!

BUSINESS was so terrific in the first few days

OF the second week (9 out of 9 held over!)

THAT a 3d advanced-price week is essential!

YOUR TOWN WILL SOON
BE A BOOM TOWN !
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No Element

In the Industry

Is More Important

To Everybody in

Motion Pictures

Than Production

that's why

the coming

1940 Film Daily

Production Guide
and

DIRECTORS ANNUAL
( out September 4th )

Will Be Used By

Executives Every

Day Throughout

me Coming Year

Out September 4th

Goldwyn Duals Stand

Defended by Kirsch

(Continued from Page 1)

trade papers mention a debate on
double features in which you are

scheduled to take part on August
24th. My first thought upon my re-

turn to Chicago is to let you know
that our organization comprising
170 theaters with a total seating ca-

pacity of over 100,000 seats, in the

second largest city of the United
States, is for you 100 per cent.

I have read various criticisms di-

rected against your recent article

in the Saturday Evening Post. I

have always advocated that we
should keep our business and our
troubles within our industry. I

know we have tried to do just that

in our fight—but found that we were
getting no place fast. No doubt you
have tried the same and received as

many setbacks from the producers
whom you have asked for co-opera-

tion, and can see where you would
at last feel free to speak through the

medium adopted. If that is the only
way to get our message home then
you should not be criticized by the
industry for trying to save it.

Should Heed Claims
When one reads the figures com-

piled by a national figure like Dr.
Gallup who has polled the entire

country and finds that 57 per cent
of the public want single features,
it is very evident that some heed
should be given to our claims. Of
course you will be asked what we
are to do with the 43 per cent who
want double features. Forty-three
per cent is a good percentage and
the obvious answer is to see that
these people are supplied with the
type of pictures suitable to make up
such a program, but the greater
majority of the public, 57 per cent
should be served with a diversified
program containing "A" pictures
like "The Westerner," "Rebecca,"
"Boom Town," "The Sea Hawk,"
"All This and Heaven Too," "My
Son, My Son," "Wuthering Heights,"
"Brigham Young," etc. It is my
firm conviction if we went into such
a policy of singles, a great major-
ity of the 43 per cent would soon
follow into the class who prefer sin-

gles. The producer who said "There
is nothing wrong with this business
that good pictures can't cure" is 100
per cent right, as far as I am con-
cerned.

Offers a Suggestion
As a suggestion—ask your op-

ponents if they ever tried to get to-

gether a theater party of friends
under double feature regime, and pin
them down as to whether they were
successful. I can recall where dur-
ing single features I was able to get
a number of friends to attend a mo-
vie with me. Today I ask the same
people but find it is impossible to
get a group who hasn't seen either
one or the other of a double feature
program. The result is, the movie is

forgotten and we find other means
of passing the time. I think this is

a very good point for your debate,

Offers Trip to Fair
Paris, Tenn.—The Capitol Theater and

local merchants are co-operating in a

contest with a tree trip and all expenses

to the New York World's Fair as the first

prize. The contest closes August 30.

B. A. Feels Shortage

Of French Pictures

(Continued from Page 1)

ments of Ufa propaganda newsrefl

material.
Tragic note in the dilemma of tl

distributors is that when Frenc
features are most difficult to obtaii

their popularity is at its heigh
Evidence of the pulling power c

the better French pictures is fui

nished by the instance of "Th
Baker's Wife," which has rolled uj

tremendous attendance at an ac

first-run theater here.
Argentine film producers are "ww

ried" about the project of variou
refugee French actors at preser
awaiting their visas at Barcelon;

These players expect to start wor
here on productions financed by Be
ron Rothschild, of Vienna fame, wh
is already in Buenos Aires. It i]

reported that Argentina would eve
I

prefer to have these actors workin
in Brazil, since Argentina's produc
ers feel that even good Brazilia
films would not find a ready markf
here in competition with nations
productions of Argentine studio:

The latter are currently strugglin
to keep their heads above water ecc

nomically, due to the fact that se\ I
eral expensive productions fabri I
cated this year have lost money.

WB May Remake "Desert Song"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAIL'.

Hollywood -— Warners are agaii

considering re-making "The Deser
Song." This time the potential lead;

are Dennis Morgan and Ilona Massey

one that will hit home to your listen

ers and that your opponents will b
unable to waive aside.

If there is any possible way foi

me to be of assistance please do no
hesitate to call. I admire your stant

and am fully cognizant of the abusi
and criticism you are encounterin;
from other channels but am positivt

in the end you will be admired anc
upheld for your determined stand
against what is undermining this

business.
I await with great interest your

debate and will write you my com-
ments. Here's hoping you give them
lots of Hell.

With best wishes from one of;

your staunch supporters, I am
Sincerely yours,
(Sgd.) JACK KIRSCH.

WEDDING BELLS

Chicago—Harry Hopkins, M-G-M
booker, will be married this week to

Miss Marvel Barclay.
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"Fantasia" Ready

In November

(Continued from Page 1)

- quipment necessary to produce the

sound, each theater showing- "Fan-
asia" will have to be re-equipped

with devices especially designed for

I (his production. For that reason,

.he picture will have to be road-

;ho\ved exclusively.

"Fantasia" is said to differ in for-

nat from any motion picture yet

phown. It will employ media never

oefore used in the animated field

*nd will utilize sound as a definite

Iramatic force. In this picture for

he first time oils and pastels will be

ntroduced in animation, an achieve-

ment made possible only after years

)f development by Disney and his

taff of artists. For the first time

\]>o humans will be seen in an ani-

nated feature but not as in live ac-

jon pictures. Disney's handling of
" people, to permit their blend-

n.u' in with the animation, will of

itself, it is said, be an innovation.

It is in the reproduction of the

nusic, however, that "Fantasia" will

e most revolutionary, according to

. Inrne. To make this possible Dis-

ey and his staff of technicians work-

Bg in close collaboration with Sto-

mvski and RCA engineers perfected

system of reproduction that may
irove as epoch making in the en-

, ei tainment field as the original in-

iroduction of sound in motion pic-

tures, Home said.

More than 430,000 feet of music
.ere recorded by Stokowski and the

'hiladelphia Symphony Orcchestra
i special sound rooms in the Acad-
my of Music in Philadelphia. The
ull Symphony Orchestra of 103

ieces was used.
The only familiar character in

Fantasia" will be Mickey Mouse,
11 the other characters are new.

DAILY

:i

Commercial Television

Groups Are Organized

1

(Continued from Page 1)

eeks of September, to be followed

_,y a general meeting of chairmen,

,

l

robably in the third week of Sep-

>mber.
Motion picture interests are watch-

ing the developments inasmuch as

le extent of television competition
lay be determined by the results.

No date for the completion of the

)mmittee's report was fixed, but
idications are that it will be fin-

lized by Jan. 1.

The meeting yesterday was held
the Hotel Roosevelt and was at-

nded by representatives of major
nd independent television compa-
res.

Lounge Room Open
RKO Radio's exhibitor lounge room is

continuing to offer courtesy services to
visiting showmen. Miss Frances Smith
is the chief greeter since the resignation
of H. M. Richey, whose office adjoined
the lounge room.

T T T
• • • ON the horizon of approaching September a cinematic

mountain looms large —Charlie Chaplin's peak production

"The Great Dictator" For almost two years its outlines have

been alternately vague and clear like the mighty mass of Mount

Everest under the vagaries of mist and cloud No production

in film industry history has ever evoked among exhibitor and pub-

lic such a sharp sense of mystery as to whether it would ever

be a reality But now it is a fact accomplished

T
• • • THIS corner can only surmise the reasons for

the mysteries and eruptions of rumor attending the

making of "The Great Dictator" but we feel that one source

contributing to the doubt was a natural and logical one

namely, the dedication of Chaplin himself to the objective

of fashioning his motion picture masterpiece In the field of

exquisite humor and satire Chaplin is the consummate artist

—the unrivalled master His task in making "The Great

Dictator" was clearly one which could not rise to be-

devil any other comedian Chaplin, the pre-eminent, was
faced with the dilemma of having (in the parlance of the

music halls where his spectacular career began) to follow him-

self! In light of his great past successes he must have

been fully aware that a super-standard had to be set Hence,

arose sincere doubt and from that doubt rumors might

well have been born

T T T
• • • THE film business is fundamentally an extrovert busi-

ness since it is always in action providing entertainment

—creating for the pleasure and satisfaction of others Holly-

wood is notably extrovert We mention this because it's the ex-

trovert who is prone to give away a secret The secret which

has been unveiled by the o'er-bubbling sages of the film capital

is that Charlie Chaplin's "The Great Dictator" IS his master-

piece Not a few expert cinematic diagnosticians have gone

so far as to privately clarion that this opus is far and away
the greatest picture of its type ever made

T T T
• • • UP to this point we have not been in the shadowy
presence of "The Great Dictator" but Hollywood's

underground minces no words in describing its brilliance

Throughout, the footage is reported rampant with the Chap-

lin genius It would be wholly incredible if it were otherwise

considering that Charlie plays dual roles (Hurrah, for

such duals!) . . .

.

—that of the little tramp with the derby, cane and

awkwardly fitting shoes and the martial-mad, power-glutted

dictator Further —if you'll pardon us for bringing-in

such a commercial factor— the production represents some
$2,000,000-spent in personal Chaplin coin Additionally,

Charlie delivers at the picture's outset a memorable speech

a satirical totalitarian panegyric which alone is reported

worth $2,000,000 to hear Another barometer of the film's

hilarious qualities is that Charlie shot more than 500,000

feet of camera ammunition to get his finished product
—compact, devastating belly-laughs

T T
• • • MANY is the leaf which will turn in September

but the brightest in filmland's ledger will apparently be "The

Great Dictator"

« « « » »

Fox to Ask Price

Boost for "Young"

(Continued from Page 1)

tions prior to the general release

date as a test. He pointed out that

the future of big pictures with high
negative costs might well be in the
balance for all companies unless co-

operation is given by exhibitors and
the public so that such product can
earn enough to justify its produc-
tion.

In the case of "Brigham Young,"
he said, "we believe that this pic-

ture on its merit alone as enter-

tainment is deserving of increased
admissions, apart from the high neg-
ative cost we have invested in the
film."

Leaving today by plane for Salt

Lake City to attend the multiple
premiere of the picture tomorrow
night, Wobber expressed the opin-
ion that recent indications point to

a progressive upswing in business.
He said that he had noticed a health-
ier condition in the business gen-
erally and thought there was a bet-
ter feeling all the way around.
Wobber will be gone more than

a month, going to Los Angeles from
Salt Lake City for a studio visit,

and then will make a complete tour
of the company's exchanges before
returning to the home office around
the first of October. Wobber re-

ported that the company's contracts
were now running just about even
with the number of contracts closed
at this time last year.

Bernerd Awaits Negative
of British GN Picture

(Continued from Page 1)

he expected the negative of "You
Will Remember" to arrive any day.
Another GN picture, "Under

Your Hat," is in the last stages of

production in England despite the
attempted German invasion. Both
pictures are expected to be released
over here.

Expect Conn, to Approve
Bingo for Organizations

(Continued from Page 1)

of Aldermen meets specially Monday
night to ratify the State Bingo law
requiring that five per cent of regis-
tered voters must signify their de-
sire for the game before the board
can act. Exhibitors have found the
game heavy competition.

STORKS!
Chicago—A baby girl was born to

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Vonesh, Jr. The
father is manager of the Lyons The-
ater, Lyons, 111.

Chicago—A baby boy was born to

Mrs. Lester Stepner at the West
Suburban hospital. The father is

manager of the Loop LaSalle the-

ater.
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Too Few Shorts

Merit Exploiting

(Continued from Page 1)

ion, are worthy of either advertising
space or exploitation or both.

One thing was brought out by a
survey of all types of theaters, and
that is the fact that all houses play
some kind of shorts no matter what
the policy is. However, the exhib-
itors, culled from all sections of the
territory and operating all kinds of

houses, agree that the Warner Tech-
nicolor historicals, "March of Time,"
"Information Please," Pete Smiths
and Disney cartoons are all program
assets.

Divided on Bands' Value

Top "A" houses in the territory
list these shorts in the newspaper
advertising, in lobby displays and
on trailers, according to a booker for
a large number of houses. Disney
cartoons are always good, he states.

But musical shorts, especially with
bands, do not go well at the theaters
he books.

On the other hand, a leading local

indie circuit owner who operates
five houses in different sections of
the city reports that musicals and
name bands as well as cartoons, are
real assets.

In Painesville where a single fea-
ture policy is adhered to, the owner
includes the shorts in his newspaper
ad copy regularly. Right now he
one-sheets the news reels because
his patrons are interested in current
events. His patrons specifically like

the Warner historicals, "March of
Time," "Information Please" and car-
toons.

On the other hand, a Cleveland ex-
hibitor says that he eliminates all

war shots from his news reels. His
patrons don't want to be reminded of

the war when they come to the the-
ater, he states.

The Shaker, a first-run deluxe
neighborhood house in Cleveland,
advertises shorts in daily ads, in the
theater lobby and on the screen

—

especially if playing the Warner
historicals, Pete Smiths. "March of
Time," "Information Please" or a
Disney cartoon.

Newsreels, Program Backbone

In Upper Sandusky, Leo Jones,
owner of the Star Theater, says that
newsreels are the backbone of his
program. He advertises and ex-
ploits the seasonal championship
games and events in advance, listing

football schedules, etc., thus creating
an appetite for the coming short
newsreel flashes. Jones says that
this sort of exploitation brings in

the cash customers regularly. Jones
also did some fancy exploitation for
"The Flagr Speaks" with excellent
results; His patrons also like the
FitzPatrick Travelogues and they go
strong for cartoons provided they
are in color. Black and white car-
toons, Jones says, do not go over at
all. But Disney cartoons are still

tops, he says.

In Youngstown, where double fea-
tures are the rule, cartoons, especial-

Chicago Sees Little Hope for Levying
License Fees on Coin-in-Slot Movies

Chicago—-Attempts to license film vending machines have met with little success
here. The City Council recently dropped the license fees on food vending machines
located on privately owned property and the same procedure is expected to be followed
on music machines and similar equipment.

* SHORTS *

"You Can't Shoe a Horse Fly"
(Color Classic)

Paramount 7 mins.
Very Funny

Max Fleischer's cartoon donkeys,
Hunky and Spunky, get into some
funny adventures with a tough horse
fly in this latest of the series. The
fly and his gang try to make a meal
of young Spunky but mama is able
to rescue her offspring in time.

"Paramount Pictorial No. 2"

(Paragraphic)
Paramount 11 mins.

Interesting Subject

The story of the manufacture of
optical glass, and some suggestions
for fitting glasses to different shaped
faces will hold audience interest.
Tied in are seme shots of a pretty
gal readying for a date, who looks
okay until she put on her glasses.
After the manufacturing process
material, the reel shows how prop-
erly shaped glasses do not alter
her appearance and suggests several
styles for varied occasions. Another
section of the subject is a comedy
review of men's hair styles for some
years back.

"Putrin' On the Act"
(Popeye)

Paramount 7 mins.
Good Cartoon

Popeye and Olive Oyl go into

furious rehearsal of their old vaude-
ville act on hearing a rumor that the
four-a-day is coming back. Let-
down comes, when after a strenuous
and funny rehearsal, they discover

the rumor came from an age-old
newspaper.

Hilda Keenan Dies

Miss Hilda Keenan, 49, actress and
former wife of the stage and screen
comedian, Ed Wynn, died Tuesday
evening at the Medical Arts Center
Hospital.

ly color cartoons, are the most popu-
lar, according to an exhibitor of long
experience. He attributes this to

the fact that cartoons appeal to both
young and old.

In Cleveland, first-run theaters
list their program in small type, but
only very rarely give them conspicu-
ous space. However, first-run is-

sues of "March of Time," "Informa-
tion Please" and such top featurettes,
are given marquee space as a rule.

As to quality, the exhibitors ques-
tioned expressed the opinion that
the current crop of top shorts are
the best made in the history of the
business, but that the run of the
mine shorts are just about on a par
with other seasons.

Weston, Former Union
Chief, Now an Operator

(Continued from Page 1)

to John P. Nick, former first inter-

national vice-president of the IATSE,
when Nick had charge of Local No.
143, is now working as one of the
two operators at the Miners Theater
here.

Weston, as a member of the Stage
Hands Union, under the international
union rules, is given the right to
work as a projectionist.

Cagney, March, Bogart
Dunne Cleared by Dies

(Continued from Page 1)

cent accusations. There is no evi-

dence, Congressman Martin Dies
said yesterday, that the actors and
the writer had ever been connected
with Red activities.

Dies said that the accused persons
"apparenly out of humanitarian im-
pulses" had contributed to organi-
zations under investigation by the
Dies committee.

Uniform Consent

Decree Plan Sought

(Continued from Page 1)

from the sessions will have to eJI

considerably the present restricti'J

in the escape clause, which is n
considered the principal "headacl
in the document. The acceptance •

both 20th Century-Fox and Pa
mount hinges on a more liberal :

cape clause, as both companies hi

declared that they will not accij

the terms of the decree with ti
all-important section in its presl
form.

Further sessions are scheduled 1
today.

Auers to Adopt Girl
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAlt
Hollywood—Mischa Auer and M.

Auer have obtained final papers i

the adoption of the 13-months-i
baby girl, Zoe, who has been at th
home for some months.

Irving Berlin to Coast
Irving Berlin leaves for Hollywc

today seeking talent for his n<
musical production, music and lyr
for which he has completed.

"Doltons" At 14 Loew Theaters

"When the Daltons Rode" ope
today at 14 Loew metropolitan tl:

aters.

JOHN CHAPMAN
noted Hollywood columnist of the

N. Y. DAILY NEWS
reports:

PREVIEWERS
HAVE DUBBED
HE STAYED FOR
BREAKFAST
A WOW!

A COLUMB IA PICTURE
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«HBIG 5 AGREE ONESCAPE CLAUSE
Des Moines Patrons to Vote on Duals Question
Tri-States Theaters
To Let Public Decide
Dn Program Policy

De Moines—Determined to find out
f Gallup is right, Tri-States The-
,ters in Des Moines will let the pay-

.... ng patrons vote whether to con-
inue double bills.

' G. Ralph Branton, general man-
ger of the Tri-States, which oper-
te eight houses in Des Moines, has

. worked out a system whereby the
'ublic will vote and then give them
ingle or double feature programs
n proportion to the vote.
Voting started yesterday at the

:)es Moines and Roosevelt theaters
(Continued on Page 3)

•efense Tax Brings

imall Revenue Gain

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—First admission tax

jollection under the new defense
lax rate shows only a small increase,
was revealed yesterday in the In-

ternal Revenue Bureau figures for
uly. The July collection was re-
orted at $1,650,162.91 compared to

1 1,645,603.31 for June, which was
jnder the old rate. This is an in-

jrease of $4,559.60. The July fig-
(Continued on Page 11)

Pastor Hall" Has Wow
j'remiere in Philadelphia

Philadelphia—"Pastor Hall" broke
ivery opening night record as a
Irowd of 10,000 jammed the streets
| or a quarter of a mile radius of the
Jdine Theater here. The 1,300-seat

(Continued on Page 8)

To Protect Jobs
Chicago—The Essaness circuit yester-

day announced that it would protect the
jobs of all employes called for military
service. Announcement follows a sim-
ilar policy adopted by the Schine cir-
cuit of Cloversville, N. Y., last week.
It is expected that all amusement in-
terests here will shortly announce the
same plan in line with current defense
measures.

TEXT OF NEW ESCAPE CLAUSE
Enforcement of Decree Depends on the Status of

United Artists, Universal and Columbia

The new escape clause as agreed upon yesterday by 20th Century-Fox, Paramount,
M-G-M, RKO and Warner Bros, reads as follows:

If on June 1, 1942 no final decree shall have been entered herein requiring each of the

defendants, United Artists, Universal and Columbia to tradeshow their features and
to license them in groups for exhibition, Sections 1 and 2 of this decree shall be in-

operative and of no binding force and effect upon any of the defendants consenting to

this decree as to features released after Aug. 31, 1942.

If prior to June 1, 1942 such a decree shall have been entered against United Artists,

Universal and Columbia, any defendant consenting to this decree shall upon its election
( i ontinued on Page 8)

Order Walter Reade S-l Dissolved;

To Continue Pool Selznick Takes Over

A permanent injunction preventing
Walter Reade from dissolving a
pooling arrangement with Leo Jus-
tin in Morristown, N. J., has been
ordered by the Chancellor of New
Jersey. In addition to the order to

keep the pool in operation, Reade's
company, American Community

(Continued on Page 11)

United Theaters Perfects

Organization Plans

Champaign, 111.—Impending state

taxes on theaters was the focal point
of attention yesterday at a meeting

(Continued on Page 3)

Stockholders of Selznick Interna-
tional Pictures, Inc., which produced
"Gone With the Wind," approved
immediate liquidation of the com-
pany at a meeting held in New York
yesterday. Although it was stated
that the company's financial position
was excellent, dissolution was unani-

(Continucd on Page 11)

Arrange Funeral Rites

For Max D. Steuer Today

The body of the late Max D.
Steuer, who died Tuesday afternoon
of a heart attack at Jackson, N. H.,

(Continued on Page 8)

Record WB Shorts Budget
32 of 86 Announced Subjects Completed

Time Extension Granted
For Okla. Trust Answers

Oklahoma City—Federal Judge A.
P. Murrah, presiding judge in the
Federal Government's anti-trust suit
against the Griffith Amusement Co.
of Oklahoma City, has issued an or-
der upon stipulation of Charles E.
Dierker, U. S. district attorney,

(Continued on Page 11)

Production of Warner shorts for
1940-41 is running far ahead of
schedule, with 32 of the 86 subjects
announced already completed, it was
disclosed yesterday by Norman H.
Moray, organization's short subjects
sales manager, coincident with the
initial trade screening held at the
home office for the purpose of pre-
viewing for local exhibitors and
members of the trade press a block

(Continued on Page 3)

Settlement of Suit Seen
Near Insofar as Five
Companies Are Concerned

Virtual settlement of the Govern-
ment's equity action against the
major companies, insofar as the "Big
5" are concerned, was reached yes-
terday when D of J representatives
and representatives of the "Big 5"

drafted a new escape clause as a
harmony move. This clause, it was
announced, is acceptable to the "Big
5" and will be forwarded to Wash-
ington today in the pocket of Spe-
cial Assistant Attorney General
James F. Hayes for the approval of
Assistant Attorney General Thur-
man W. Arnold.
Government representatives were

optimistic in the belief that higher
Washington officials would approve

(Continued on Page 8)

Govt. Must Continue

Suit Against Three

Government officials explained
yesterday that the new escape clause
requires the Government to con-
tinue its suit against the "little

three" (United Artists, Universal
and Columbia) through trial in or-

der to obtain a final decree, if suc-
cessful. It was also pointed out that

(Continued on Page 8)

SEC Summary Reveals
Film Stock Transactions

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Harry Cohn holds

74,049 shares of Columbia Pictures
Corp. common no par value and 2,-

160 shares for the Joan Perry ac-
(Continued on Page 8)

4 Weeks for "Hawk"
Winding up its second week at the

Strand last night, "The Sea Hawk"
pulled in a total just $3,000 under the
first week's smash figure. Picture will

go four weeks, it was learned yesterday.
Next film Warners have scheduled into
the house is "Flowing Cold" on Sept. 6.
Picture is running even with "The Fight-
ing 69th."

I

A



Friday, August 23, IS,)

Vol. 78, No. 39 Fri., Aug. 23, 1940 10 Cents

JOHN W. ALICOATE : : : Publisher

DONALD M. MERSEREAU : General Manager

CHESTER B. BAHN :::::: Editor

Published daily except Saturdays, Sundays and
Holidays at 1501 Broadway, New York, N. Y.,
by Wid's Films and Film Folk, Inc. J. W.
Alicoate, President and Publisher; Donald M.
Mersereau, Secretary-Treasurer. Entered as
second class matter, Sept. 8, 1938, at the
post-office at New York, N. Y., under the
act of March 3, 1879. Terms (Postage free)
United States outside of Greater New York
$10.00 one year; 6 months, $5.00; 3 months,
$3.00. Foreign, $15.00. Subscriber

_
should

remit with order. Address all communications
to THE FILM DAILY, 1501 Broadway,
New York, N. Y. Phone BRyant 9-7117,
9-7118, 9-7119, 9-7120, 9-7121. Cable address:
Filmday, New York.

Representatives: HOLLYWOOD, Calif.—
Ralph Wilk, 6425 Hollywood Blvd., Phone
Granite 6607. LONDON—Ernest W. Fred-
man, The Film Renter, 127-133 Wardour St.,

W. I. PARIS—P. A. Harle, La Cinematog-
raphic Francaise, 29 Rue Marsoulan (12).
MEXICO CITY— Marco-Aurelio Galindo,
Av, Coyoacan No. 100B, Mexico, D. F.
BUENOS AIRES—Chas. de Cruz, Heraldo Del
Cinematografista, Corrientes 1309.

FINANCIAL
{Thursday, Aug. 22)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 73/g 7l/4 1% + %
Col. Picts. vtc. (2V2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind % % % + i/

g
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 12614 1251/2 125Vi + Vi
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 24Vi 24 24
do pfd
Paramount 5% 5% 5% — Vs
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd... 8 8 8
Pathe Film 8 8 8
RKO 2i/

2 21/2 21/2

20th Century-Fox . . 5% 5% 5% + Ms
20th Century-Fox pfd. 15 15 15
Univ. Pict. pfd 85 85 85+5
Warner Bros '214 214 214
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46.102 102 102 + 114
Loew's deb. 3Vis46
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 6y4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 81 Vi 81 81 — Vi

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Radio-Keith war. ... 14 14 14
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc.
Universal Picts

Warner Sends Ambulance
Fleet to England

Twenty-two ambulances of the
Lewis J. Warner fleet, purchased by
the American Red Cross, are on a
boat in the Atlantic bound for active
duty in war-bombed England.
The entire fleet, purchased with a

$25,300 contribution from Harry M.
Warner, have bronze plaques dedi-
cated to the memory of Warner's
son.

U. S. Attorney to Check
N. J. Tax Violations

Newark — Appointment of Jesse
Moss of New York as special as-
sistant United States Attorney in
handling of cases dealing with the
theater tax was announced at Fed-
eral building yesterday. Attaches
said Moss will be assigned to check
on theaters throughout state to as-
certain that they are complying with
recent national defense tax laws. As-
sistant U. S. Attorney Hubert Har-
rington, who announced the appoint-
ment, said his office had received no
complaints of law violations.

To Preview "Howards"
Tues.; Premiere Sept. 4

Exhibitors and circuit owners in

the local and New Jersey areas, to-
gether with theatermen from various
Atlantic Seaboard keys, will attend
a special trade preview in the Astor
Theater here on Wednesday of Co-
lumbia's "The Howards of Virginia,"
produced and directed bv Frank
Lloyd. Staff members of national
trade and fan magazines will also

be present.
Columbia's home office has an-

nounced that a pre-release world
premiere of the film will be held sim-
ultaneously at three theaters in

Richmond,—the Byrd, State and
Westhampton,—on the evening of

Sept. 4.

GE Business Reported
Close to Record Stage

Schenectady, N. Y.—General Elec-
tric Co.'s orders received thus far in

the third quarter have been at a

rate in excess of the second quar-
ter it is revealed here by company
officials.

For the first three months ended
June 30, 1940, orders were only 3.5

per cent behind the record quarter
of 1929, so that currently the rate
of incoming business is close to the
highest mark for bookings, spokes-
men said.

"Northwest Mounted"
Opens in Canada Oct 21

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — World premiere of

"Northwest Mounted Police" will be
held in Regina, Canada, Oct. 21.

On Oct. 25 the picture will be
opened simultaneously in several key
cities in Canada.

Change of Name Filed

Albany—Change of name has been
filed with the Secretary of State
here by Isa-Dun Amusement Com-
pany, Inc., through Elias Lieberman,
150i Broadway, New York. New
firm name will be Hurok Artists,
Inc.

Phil. Indies to Meet
Philadelphia—Allied Independent

Theater Owners will meet in gen-
eral meeting here August 27. In-
dustry problems and other matters
will be discussed.

Testimonial Dinner
For Lampe Wednesday

Syracuse, N. Y.—Syracusans and
Central New Yorkers of the theat-

rical fraternity will pay tribute to

Gus Lampe, retiring city manager
of the RKO-Schine theaters, at a
testimonial dinner at 8 P.M. Wed-
nesday at the Onondaga Hotel.

Lampe will leave Syracuse on Sept.

1 to become zone manager for Schine
theaters in Eastern New York,
Maryland and Delaware.
More than 300 persons, including

civic leaders, theater managers and
representatives from the stagehands,
operators, musicians and engineers
unions, will attend the party.
Mayor Rolland B. Marvin is hon-

orary chairman of arrangements,
assisted by Gene Curtis, Paramount
manager, acting chairman, Harry
Unterfort, who will succeed Lampe
as city manager, Harvey Cocks, man-
ager of the Strand, William Goff,

secretary of the Central Trades and
Labor Assembly. Frank J. Revoir
of the Sentinel Broadcasting Corp.,

will be toastmaster.
Among the film officials who are

expected to attend are J. Meyer and
Louis W. Schine of the Schine The-
atrical Enterprises, Inc.; John
O'Connor, Fred Myers, Malcolm
Kingsbury, Leon Goldberg, Harry
Mandel and Max Fellerman, all of

RKO Theaters; and George Lynch,
Frank Boucher and John May of the
Schine organization.

Warners May Hold Dozen
"Flowing Gold" Openings

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, is mull-

ing the idea of holding more than
half a dozen simultaneous pre-
mieres of its oil well spectacle,

"Flowing Gold," in oil well centers
from Pennsylvania to California fol-

lowing the press preview Wednes-
day.
The picture, starring John Gar-

field, Pat O'Brien and Frances Far-
mer, is not identified with any par-
ticular locale, thus is suitable for
premiere exploitation anywhere.

Cities under consideration include
Tulsa, Okla., Long Beach and Mon-
tebello, Calif., Brownsville and Dal-
las, Texas, Oklahoma City, Baton
Rouge and New Orleans, Louisiana,
and Oil City, Pennsylvania.

CODING and GOinG

Milton Erims to Tour
S. A. For Warner Bros.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Jack L. Warner and

Hal B. Wallis are sending Milton
Krims, one of Warner Bros, top
screen writers, on a tour of South
America.

Krims, who will leave in a week,
will make a thorough study of the
Latin-American market, with spe-
cial attention to preferences of
South Americans in entertainment.

Indications are that Warners may
decide to film several pictures with
South American backgrounds, fol-
lowing Krims' detailed report.

CHARLES E. MCCARTHY, director of adve .

ing and publicity for 20th-Fox, leaves this w <

end for a vacation in New England.

HARRY GOLD, MONROE CREENTHAL
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, JR., left yeste

f

for Philadelphia to attend the re-opening of a
Aldine Theater last night with "Pastor Hall

ALLYN BUTTERFIELD, director of the n. 1
reel division of the Republican National C J
mittee, has left for Portland, Ore., to make 1
rangements for the notification address of S I
tor McNary on Tuesday. He returned this \ k
from Elwood.

CHARLES MacARTHUR and BILLY ROSE (

arrived on the Coast.

JOE SEIDELMAN, Universal's foreign man; ,

leaves the studio today for the home of \

J. CHEEVER COWDIN, "U" board chairman, -

turns to New York next week. AL 6 1
Far Eastern manager, left the studio yeste y

for San Francisco, sailing shortly for Toky

MILTON KRIMS, Warner writer, leaves
studio next week for a survey tour of S a

America.

WILLIAM GARCAN returns to the Coast (i

week-end via Washington.

LYNN FARNOL, ad. and pub. director t

United Artists, flies to the Coast Tuesday

C. C. PETTIJOHN, MPPDA counsel, and I *
PETTIJOHN, left Hollywood yesterday for i

York.

OSCAR A. DOOB, Loew theaters' advert
head flies out to Denver next week for ai

"Kit Carson" premiere.

BOB HOPE is en route to New York
the Coast.

CHARLES RAYMOND, district manager J
Cleveland for the Loew theater chain, has J
turned there after home office conferences I

CARTER BARRON, Loew's Eastern div a]

manager, and DAN TERRELL, new p. a. for Lo
in Washington, are in New York.

Tom Walker Making Ne
Plans in Hollywood

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DA 1
Hollywood—Tom Walker, forn i

ly vice-president and eastern ret 1
sentative of Hal Roach Studios, ; I
a former vice-president of Unifl
Artists, who recently resigned fr 1
the Roach organization, has retun 1
to Hollywood and will remain h I
permanently. He has been associa 1
with Dr. A. H. Giannini for the p 1
20 years in motion picture financi 1
and is now making new plans.

W. Va. Managers Meet
At Springs Next Week

Clarksburg, W. Va.—J. C. Sha
lin will preside at the sixth ann
convention of the West Virginia T
ater Managers' Association to
held at the Greenbrier Hotel, Wl
Sulphur Springs, Tuesday and W^
nesday. Sol Hyman is chairman
the convention committee, and
be assisted by Dr. C. P. Chui
of Mannington, Thomas Pashiel ;

M. Rogers.

Harry Leid Dies

Harry Leid, 62, chief mechan
engineer of Loew's Theaters an<
member of the Loew construct
staff for 14 years, died sudde
yesterday morning of a heart
tack. Funeral services will be h

from his home, 383 Warburton A
Yonkers, Sunday at 2:30 P.M.
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li Des Moines Patrons

= To Vote on Duals

i(r I

(Continued from Page 1)

and will start today at the Para-
mount. At each house the voting

will continue for one week.
If there is a decisive majority

for single features at the Des Moines
and Roosevelt, those theaters will

continue to operate on single fea-

tures. If a decisive majority at the

Paramount should be for single fea-

tures, the house will change to sm-
irks.

If the combined votes of the three

houses show a positive view of the I

situation, Tri-States will then carry ;

out that attitude with its other
j

houses.

"We do not believe that Samuel
Goldwyn speaks either for all the

j

industry or all the patrons," Bran-

ton said. "We have a definite field i

which the Gallup poll does not con-

1

s ider—the paying patrons at the box-

office. If Gallup is right, we'll find

oat for ourselves."

"The public will be robbed if we
do away with 'B' pictures," Branton

in a formal statement claimed.

They are fundamental. Today, the

.second, or companion, feature takes

the place of what, before sound, was
a two-reel comedy, a two-reel fea-

ture and a single comedy.
"Charlie Chaplin, Harold Lloyd, Ca-

role Lombard and Robert Taylor

—

and innumerable other stars—have
developed from 'B' pictures.

"Actually the 'B' picture may be,

to 40 per cent of the audience, the

most entertaining vehicle. It is

a 'B' only because it cost $50,000 to

produce instead of $900,000 or a

million."

Sparks to Build New
800-Seater in Orlando

Orlando, Fla.—E. J. Sparks, pres-
ident of the Sparks Theaters, op-
erating approximately 100 houses in

35 Florida cities, has announced that
work will soon be started on an 800-

seat theater to be located in exclu-

sive Colonialtown, of Orlando. Roy
A. Benjamin, Jacksonville architect,

has been commissioned to draw plans
for the house.

til
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John R. Bray
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Max Fleischer

Gareth Hughes
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Victor Halperin
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Mary Howard

Ruby Keeler

John Zanft

ALONG THE

with PHIL M. DALYi

• • • WITH the new season on the threshold events along

the Rialto locally are happening thick and fast proving that

filmland is gettin' back into full stride after the so-called dog days

RKO Radio is today screening its new opus. "Dance, Girl, Dance"

and, in conjunction with "The March of Time" is busy distrib-

uting to the showmen o' the nation Life's seven-page story of "The

Ramparts We Watch" and advising that one-sheet blow-ups of these

seven pages also are available to theatermen for their lobbies ....

On Monday afternoon UA is screening its thriller, "Kit Carson"

while Tuesday evening is to bring cinematic fireworks at the Rivoli

via Alfred Hitchcock's "Foreign Correspondent" Wednesday's cellu-

loid highlight will be the unveiling to the local trade, et al

"The Howards of Virginia," produced and directed by Frank Lloyd

Better get bigger calendar pads, boys for it looks like quite a

1940-41

T T T
• • • YES'DAY, who should be comin' along the Rialto

but Radie Harris in a Red Riding Hood coat

"Have you had your vacation yet?" we queried "Yep," re-

sponded La Radie, "—Just got back from Cape Cod and Saratoga"

That seemed quite a resort mixture but La Radie explained

that she wanted to get away from everything cinematic for

awhile Cape Cod was filled, however, with film folk

so she innocently slid up to Saratoga That was much less

celluloid-tinged, we were informed for when Radie raided

the resort's most conservative and quiet club she only met
up with Sally Eilers, Joan Bennett, Mervyn LeRoy, Joe E.

Brown, Harry Joe Brown, Doris Warner, George Jessel, Ted
Husing, Betty Lawford, Peggy Fears and a few more Moral:

You can't get away from the picture business

• • • UA blazed a trail yesterday morning by holding a pre-

view of a poster created by the famed Willy Pogany for Alexander

Korda's "Thief of Bagdad" Locale was the northwest corner of 48th St.

and Sixth Ave —virtually within the shadow of the Radio City Music

Hall 'Twos a terrific event and was attended by UA's promo-

tional solons en masse, the public ditto, the trade press positively

A bevy of John Powers beauts participated in the festivities

as did a flock of carrier pigeons and a bottle of champagne

—the latter being formally "busted" to dedicate the poster The veil

used in the unveiling was a royal blue affair appliqued with the

initials "UA" Event was memorable in that it was not only the

first poster preview but it marked the beginning of the "Drive By"

theater —taxi and private auto horns setting up a decided din

This scribe shared some of the exclusive standing room only and

got a fine view of the ceremonies from the vantage point of the cross-

town gutter just in front of a sign which read: "5c Peter's Bootblack

5c" The theater itself was located 'twixt establishments of the Cen-

tury Desk Co. and J. J. Keys A true movie flavor was supplied by

the latter,—dealer in shoe supporters for the window held a num-

ber of supporting "casts"

T T T
• • • WITH Mexico so much in the news it's proper

to report the neat trick-sky "Rebecca" has turned in Mexico City

—gaining the distinction of being the first opus to grab a

fifth week in first-run there

« « « » » W>

WB Shorts Budget

Al Record High

(Continued from Page 1)

of shorts representative of each ser-

ies for the new season.
Moray called attention to the fact

that this is the first year in which
Jack L. Warner, vice-president in

charge of production, has personal-
ly assumed complete charge of the
shorts program as an added respon-
sibility to his executive handling of

all the company's features, and that
this step is proof that the Warner
forces are putting everything at their

command into the 1940-41 shorts

lineup. Hitherto, Jack L. Warner's
concentration upon tab reels at Bur-
bank was limited to the Patriotic

Series made in Technicolor.
Additionally, Moray declared, the

new season's shorts are being given

the benefit of name-directors and
players, plus enjoying the advantage
of a thoroughly adequate budget and
sharing the best technical facilities

at Burbank with top-flight features.

The budget, he added, is the highest

in the company's history.

The new season policy can be

briefly stated, Moray said,
—"War-

ners are sincerely 'shooting the

works' ", and added that, since mov-
ing operations exclusively to Bur-
bank from the Vitaphone studio in

Brooklyn, the company's short prod-

uct is being given greatly advanced
technique.

Currently ready for distribution

are: Patriotic Series in Technicolor,

2; Broadway Brevities, 4; Hollywood
Novelties, 6; Band, 6; Sports Pa-
rades, 5; Elsa Maxwell Comedies, 3;

Merrie Melodies, 3; Looney Tunes, 3.

Trade showings were also held yes-

terday at 38 Warner branches in im-

portant keys.

United Theaters Perfect

Organization Plans

(Continued from Page 1)

here of 30 members of the United
Theater Owners of Illinois. The
members discussed ways and means
of organizing a defense against ad-

ditional state taxes. President Ed-
ward G. Zorn, Pontiac, presided.

Members saw a screening of "Boom
Town" at the Rialto in the morning.

Organization plans of UTOI in

this district were perfected during
the day along lines that make this

organization unique in exhibitor

circles. William F. Courch, executive

secretary, announced that more than
30 new members had joined during

the past two weeks, and that he
would set up permanent headquar-
ters in Springfield in September.

WEDDING BELLS

Jerry Massimino, Warner acces-

sories manager, New Haven, and his

bride, the former Gertrude Sullivan

of the RKO office, are honeymooning
in New York.



CAPITOL
FUN!

Cool

CAPITOL— B'way & 51st Street

Major Edward Bowes, Mng. Dir.

"Wildly funny farce. While
you're watching the screen at the

Capitol you can't possibly worry
about the state of the world;
you're too busy laughing."

—EILEEN CREELMAN, N. Y. Sun

"One of the brightest comedy
splurges of the current heat wave
makes you double up with roar-

ing laughter."

—LOUIS BIANCOLLI, World-Tele.

"Mr. Powell and Miss Loy one
of our most versatile and frisky

connubial comedy teams. Can
make an hour and a half spin

like a roulette wheel."
—BOSLEY CROWTHER, N.Y. Times

" Powell and Loy top a hilarious

comedy as goofy as has been
turned out of Hollywood since

^My Man Godfrey'."
—KATE CAMERON, Daily News

"Slick entertainment at the Cap-
itol-Theatre."

—ROSE PELSWICK, N. Y. Jnl.-Amer.

oarious. One of the bright-

edies that has been shown
hereabouts^
^HOWARD BARNES, Her. Trib.

"Fast>and funny. A perfectly

nd picture. If you have any
at all you will forget them.

A 'must'."
—LEE MORTIMER, Daily Mirror

starring W ||.LIAM POWELL
MYRNA LOY

with

FRANK McHUGH • EDMUND LOWE

Directed by W. S. VAN DYKE II

Screen Play by Charles Lederer, George

Oppenheimer and Harry Kurnitz

A Metro -Goldwyn-Mayer Picture

WHILE
BOOM
TOWN" !

BOOMS
HERE'S

ANOTHER
M-G-M
HIT

TO
BOOM
BOX-
OFFICES!

The best biz at Capitol since

"Gone With The Wind"!



Hold-overs

are a habit

when you

play M'G-M
pictures* They've

got to be

GREAT!

OVER!
("I Love You Again—and Again!" says

the public from Coast to Coast)

M'G-M's Greatest

Comedy Hit is the

Sensation of America!
New York, N.Y. . 2nd Week

Denver, Golo. . . 2nd Week

Seattle, Wash. . . 2nd Week

San Francisco, Calif. 2ndWeek

Louisville, Ky. . . 2nd Week

Salt Lake City,Utah 2nd Week

Philadelphia, Pa. . 2nd Week
(First time in history day and date engagements at Stanley

and Earle first runs and they're terrific!)

Cleveland, Ohio . 2nd Week

Detroit, Mich. . . 2nd Week

Columbus, Ohio . 2nd Week

(And more hold-overs

Providence, R. I. . 2nd Week

St. Louis, Mo. . . 2nd Week

Baltimore, Md. . 2nd Week

Minneapolis, Minn. 2nd Week

Houston, Texas . 2nd Week

Atlanta, Ga. . . 2nd Week

Dayton, Ohio . . 2nd Week

Richmond, Va. . 2nd Week

St. Paul Minn. . . Extended

Des Moines, la. . Extended
(Playing Day and Date)

Des Moines, la. . Extended

as we rush to press!)

It's all M-G-M on Broadway! And at famed Radio City

Music Hall "Pride and Prejudice holds for 3d Week!
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"Big Five" Agree

On Escape Clause

{Continued from Page 1)

the new clause. Paramount and
" 20th-Fox have approved the terms
^unconditionally, it was stated by
1 Government representatives. The
rest of the consent decree as al-

ready drafted is also satisfactory
to the five companies, it was de-

-clared.
At the same time, it was an-

il nounced at the end of an all-day
meeting that a sub-committee had
been appointed to work with the
pi American Arbitration Ass'n on de-

1

tails and machinery of arbitration!
las provided broadly in the consent
S decree. This committee consists of

I Austin Keough, Joseph Hazen, John
|F. Caskey and Special Assistant At-
itorney General Robert Sher. The
g committee, it was said, will meet
with the American Arbitration Ass'n
!
' today or as soon after today as is

[/convenient to the AAA to discuss
;.
: the situation.

The government will give its final

answer on the escape clause at a
"meeting which will be held in New
York some day next week. When
the final draft in its completed form
is ready, it will be submitted to At-
torney General Robert Jackson for
ihis approval. Jackson, who is away
from Washington at present, is ex-
jpected back the day after Labor
^Day when the draft should be ready,
'officials stated.

TEXT OF NEW ESCAPE CLAUSE
Enforcement of Decree Depends on the Status of

United Artists, Universal and Columbia

(Continued from Page 1)

be relieved from further compliance with Sections 1 and 2 of this decree upon complying
with all provisions in such decree requiring United Artists, Universal and Columbia to

trade show their features and to license them for exhibition in groups, and an order or

supplemental decree to that effect shall be entered herein upon the application of the

defendant or defendants so electing. Such election may be made at any time after the

entry of such a decree against United Artists, Universal and Columbia.

SEC Summary Reveals
Film Stock Transactions

Grainger Announces Rep.
Deals With Harris, WB

Pittsburgh—Republic has set deals
gwith the Harris Amusement Co. and
| the Warner circuit in the Philadel-
phia, Washington, New Jersey and
"'Pittsburgh territories, it was an-
nounced here yesterday by James R.
I Grainger, president and general
''sales manager. The deal with the
'Harris company covers 22 houses in

western Pennsylvania.
Grainger also said that negotia-

tions were now under way with War-
mers on a product deal covering their
.'houses in the Buffalo. Albany and

;' Cleveland territories. Grainger, who
lis touring the Republic exchanges,
plans to arrive in Los Angeles about
.August 29. He will negotiate a deal
with the Warner Coast chain while
• in Hollywood.

Weiner Joins Elliott

Minneapolis — Charles Weiner,
jjwho recently resigned as manager
I of the Monogram exchange here, has
Jbought an interest in the Elliott

KFilm Co., and will be in charge of

pall sales. In addition to the Astor
fPictures franchise, other indepen-
dent product has been added.

Havana Exhibs. to Elect

Havana — Antonio Gonzales and
Nester Lao are candidates for pres-

ident of the National Union of The-
ater Managers. Election will be

held next month.

(Continued from Page 1)

count after acquiring 600 in that ac-
count, it was reported yesterday in

the SEC's semi-monthly summary
of security transactions and hold-
ings. In a February, 1940, report
Cohn states he held 72,284 common
voting trust certificates and 1,560 in

the Joan Perry account. In the $2.75
convertible preferred in an October,
1939, report Cohn disposed of 400
shares and held no snares in that
class.

Report of Universal Corp. states

Paul G. Brown acquired 1,000 com-
mon voting trust certificates in May,
1940, and held a total of 13,600 and
26,500 through Standard Capital Co.

Brown held 111,283 common voting
trust certificate warrants through
Standard Capital in the May, 1940
report.
RKO's report states J. Miller Wal-

ker holds 155 warrants for common.
Raymond Bill and O. R. McMahon
report holding no equity securities.

"Pastor Hall" Has Wow
Premiere in Philadelphia

(Continued from Page 1)

house was sold out in 20 minutes.

The klieg lights opening was at-
tended by Elliott and Franklin
Roosevelt, Jr., David Stern, pub-
lisher of the Philadelphia Record,
Jack Kelly, Democratic state chair-
man, Harry Gold, Eastern general
sales manager, Ted Schlanger,
Philadelphia Warner zone manager,
Dr. Leon Levy, president of Colum-
bia Broadcasting station WCAU,
every newspaper critic, publisher
and city editor.

The theater was forced to play an
extra unscheduled show. The Rec-
ord and Inquirer morning bulldog
editions carried front page publicity
unheard of in this conservative city

in addition to rave reviews. A
long holdover run apparently is in

prospect.

Addison Buys Interest

In Window Cleaning Co.

Syracuse, N. Y.—H. M. Addison,
who recently resigned as New Eng-
land division manager for Loew's,

with headquarters in Boston, has ac-

quired an interest in the Aetna Win-
dow Cleaning Co., Inc., operating in

several cities in the East. Addison
is making his home here.

Fleischer to Co-Star
Popeye and His Pappy

Philly Golf Tournament
Bids New York Players

Philadelphia—Committee in charge
of the annual Exhibitor-Variety Club
golf tournament has arranged with
the Pennsylvania Railroad for a
special parlor to accommodate those
coming from New York. Private
cars will meet the train at North
Philadelphia on the day of the tour-
nament, Sept. 13.

Festivities this year will be at the
Philmont Country Club. Golf, ten-
nis and swimming, in addition to din-
ner and dance, are on the program.

Executives at the Fleischer Stu- :

dios in Miami, producers of the Pop-
eye and other series of shorts for
Paramount release, are co-starring
Popeye and Poopdeck Pappy, the
spinach-eater's father. Poopdeck
Pappy will appear in Paramount's
line-up of new season's short sub-
jects which will be released, begin-
ning September.

New Company Formed
Albany — Permission to conduct

theater business has been granted
Lee Lord, Inc., in papers chartered
with the Secretary of State, includ-

ing authorization for $20,000 capi-

tal stock in $100 shares. Subscribers
are Julius Markowitz, Max Reichen-
thal and Natalie Landy, 1440 Broad-
way, New York, with Eugene L.

Jabush as counsel of record.

Demand Sunday Shows

r_ Cleveland, Tenn.—E. O. Hembree,
manager of the Princess Theater,
states that local merchants are
strongly backing a proposal to the
local city commission for Sunday
movies. The merchants claim that
too much business is going to Chat-
tanooga because it has Sunday mo-
vies and Cleveland has not. Res-
taurants, drugstores, and filling sta-

tion are particularly hard hit.

Carettie Returns

Pittsburgh — Lawrence Carettie,
who was employed by Educational
for many years in this city and
Cleveland, but for the past few years
has been away from the business,
has returned to Film Row as booker
for Monogram, replacing Saul Peril-

man who has been promoted to

salesman.

Govt. Must Continue

Suit Against Three

(Continued from Page 1)

the escape clause affects only Sec-
tions 1 and 2 of the decree and that
the balance, including arbitration,
stands in any event. The second
paragraph has been inserted so that
if the Government wins a decree
which provides for different relief
than set forth in the consent decree,
any of the "big 5" may elect to fol-

low the terms of the Court decree
in preference to the consent decree.
In all events, the consent decree is

for a period of three years, at
which time it lapses, giving the Gov-
ernment and the defendants the al-

ternatives of a renewal, modification,
trial or a dropping of the entire
matter.

Arrange Funeral Rites

For Max D. Steuer Today

(Continued from Page 1)

arrived in New York at Grand Cen-
tral Station at an early hour this
morning. The funeral services will
be held at Temple Emanu-El, Fifth
Avenue and 65th Street, at an hour
to be determined today after con-
sultation with Mrs. Steuer.
Supreme Court Justice Aaron

Steuer, son of the deceased is in a
New Hampshire hospital recovering
from an appendicitis operation and
at a late hour last night had not
yet been informed of his father's
death.
At the time he was stricken

Steuer was engaged in preparing
the defense of Joseph M. Schenck
in an income tax case. He was also
Samuel Goldwyn's attorney in his

suit against United Artists.

Plan Drive-In Theater
For Chattanooga

Chattanooga, Tenn.—Abe H. Boris-
key, secretary-treasurer of the In-
dependent Theaters, operators of six

suburban movie theaters here, an-
nounces that his company plans to

construct immediately an outdoor,
drive-in theater in the Brainerd sec-

tion of the city. The grounds, be-
tween eight and 10 acres, will ac-

commodate from 500 to 600 parked
cars and the entire development,
with a brilliantly lighted neon front
on the highway, is estimated to cost

$40,000. A 40x60 foot screen is

planned. Abe Solomon is president
of Independent Theaters, which is

locally owned and operated.

Loew-Poli Corn Roast

New Haven — Loew-Poli division

employes will get together Tuesday
night for a corn roast at Park Mc-
Lay, East Haven, with Division Man-
ager Harry F. Shaw as chef. Frank
Manente, Marshall Blevins, John
Santillo, Arthur DeFrank, and Ben
Creco are on the Committee in

charge.

.
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«REVI€WS»
"The Durango Kid"

with Charles Starrett, Luana Walters,

Kenneth MacDonald

Columbia 60 Mins.

SIX-GUN MELLER SHOULD HIGHLY
PLEASE THE WESTERN FANS.

Containing more than the usual amount

of action, this new Columbia release in the

Charles Starrett series should meet with

the solid approval of the western fans. The
action is fast and plentiful, the outdoor loca-

tions are interesting and the cast is able.

Starrett is supported by The Sons of the

Pioneers, who double in brass as his cow-

hands when not giving out with melodies,

Luana Walters, who is an attractive decora-

tion, and Kenneth MacDonald, whose villain-

ies are surefire hiss-getters with any audi-

ence. Lambert Hillyer directed. Starrett

arrives at his father's ranch just after the

latter is murdered by a crew of unscrupulous

cattlemen, led by MacDonald, who are try-

ing to drive out the nesters, who have been

befriended by him. Starrett immediately sets

out on the trail of the killers, also helping

the nesters by robbing the crooked ranchers

in the guise of an outlaw. From there on

until MacDonald admits he killed Starrett's

father, there is action galore with a choice

assortment of gun fighting, fist fighting and

fast riding jammed into the story.

CAST: Charles Starrett, Luana Walters,

Kenneth MacDonald, Francis Walker, For-

rest Taylor, Melvin Lang, Bob Nolan, Pat

Brady, Frank LaRue.

CREDITS: Produced by Columbia; Direc-

tor, Lambert Hillyer; Original screenplay,

Paul Franklin; Cameraman, John Stumar;

Editor, Robert Fantl.

DIRECTION, Fast. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

Haynes Circuit to Build

Millington, Term.; House

Millington, Tenn. — Prexy G. W.
Hayes, for Strand Enterprises, Inc.,

Memphis, has secured a permit to

build a $30,000 movie theater here
in anticipation of the large increase
in population due to the construction
and operation of a new DuPont pow-
der manufacturing plant. The the-

ater will seat 900. Ed Gibbons will

manage the theater which will be
called the Strand. Strand Enter-
prises owns and operates 20 theaters
in the Memphis area.

Scott Adds Another
Johnstown, Pa.—Vernon F. Scott,

who operates a circuit of theaters
here and in a number of nearby
towns, has added another link to his

fast growing chain by taking over
the Palace Theater, ' South Fork,
heretofore operated by C. A. Hut-
zel. The change in ownership goes
into effect Sept. 1.

Drop American Pix

Havana—Spanish and Argentinian
pictures have replaced American
programs at the National Theater
here.

"Crowded Night" at Rialto

"One Crowded Night," RKO, gets

its New York premiere at the Rialto

on Tuesday.

Ted Gamble Takes Over
Capitol, Portland, Ore.

Portland, Ore.—Ted Gamble, man-
ager of the J. J. Parker Theaters,
including the United Artists and
Broadway of Portland, and houses
in Pendleton and Astoria, will short-
ly take over the operation of the
Capitol Theater in Portland. The
house for the past year has been
operated by Stanley Lang and asso-

ciates, and is part of the old Blu-
mauer estate.

For the present there will be no
change in the policy of the house-
stage attractions, and feature film.

Gamble advises he will operate
this new house independently of his

other theater affiliations.

Adjustable Equipment
Control for Preview Houses

The Research Council of the
Academy of M. P. Arts & Sciences
has distributed to interested theater
operators copies of specifications for
a standard preview-theater auditori-
um fader and a standard preview the-
ater variable equalizer. These speci-

fications were drawn up by the Re-
search Council's Theater Sound
Standardization Committee and ap-
proved by the Council on Aug. 14
for use by all studios in all preview
theaters.
The use of this new standardized

equipment by all studios in all pre-
view houses will eliminate the neces-
sity for each studio independently
adjusting the theater equipment for
each preview by providing adequate
adjustable equipment control in each
house.

Marlemes Adds One
New Britain, Conn.—Nick Mar-

lemes has acquired the 963-seat Ri-
alto Theater and will take posses-
sion Sept. 1, after which he will in-

stall new sound, carpets, screen, and
decorations. Marlemes also oper-
ates the Royal, Tarpon Springs, Fla.

Fox Denies Charges
Buffalo— Twentieth Century-Fox

yesterday added its denial of con-
spiracy charges to those of other
producer-distributors in the Gov-
ernment suit against the Schine in-

terests and film companies. Seven
now are entered.

Ad Rates Raised

Syracuse, N. Y.—Syracuse Her-
ald-Journal, daily and Sunday, has
tilted its ad rates generally. Twenty-
eight line minimum is a major
change in the amusement classifica-

tion, with line rate of 20 cents.

REVIEWS Of SHORT SUBJECT
"Gateways To Panama"

RKO-March of Time 20 mins.

Timely and Significant

A question of absorbing interest

today to the American public and
most of the rest of the world, the

Panama Canal and its importance in

our defense role, is intelligently and
interestingly set forth in this new
issue of the MOT. The film shows
the canal, discusses and shows the

defenses in part and explains how
new appropriations will be spent to

make it impregnable to attack. Then,
the strategic position of other islands

in the West Indies is pointed out on
a relief map. An observation is made
on how old and new bases in these

islands are being fortified. But, of

more importance, is what the future
status of insular possessions of for-

eign countries affected by the war.
A sequence is devoted to the dread
Devil's Island colony. Reel concludes
with scenes of the recent Havana
conference.

"Wimmin Hadn't Oughta Drive"

(Popeye)
Paramount 7 mins.

Amusing
Audiences will be amused by Pop-

eye's efforts to teach Olive Oyl how
to drive his new car. She breaks
every rule in the book, even literally

throwing out the clutch, before the
sailor is able to get her to practice
in a kiddie car.

"Screen Snapshots No. 10"

Columbia 9 l
/i mins.

Weak Offering

This is probably the poorest of the
Snapshots to be offered in some time.
Subject features only a few shots
of screen personalities and of these,

only some dueling shots with Basil
Rathbone are worth screen time. Jack
Oakie is gagster and master of
ceremonies.

"From Nurse to Worse"
(Stooges)

Columbia 17 mi

While not quite as funny as so:

previous Stooges comedies, the si

ject includes enough gags to satis

'

the boys' following. The excitenu ;

starts when the Stooges have Cu;

;

fake insanity in order to cash in .(

an insurance policy. The stunt ba(

fires when the doc orders a brjj

operation and rushes Curly to 1

hospital. Moe and Larry go to ]

rescue and after a wild chase throu i|

the hospital corridors save thP
nutty companion.

"Fireman Save My Choo-Choo'
(Andy Clyde)

Columbia 18 mi
Good Comedy

Slapstick and pratt falls plied

copious quantities will amuse 1

two-reel comedy fans. Andy Clj

falls heir to a one-train railrc

which is about to be disbanded
favor of a bus line. To decide wh
is the fastest transport medium tl

put on a race which Andy's tri i

wins after a wild ride, only to

wrecked at the junction.

"The Fulla Bluff Man"
(Stone Age)

Paramount 7 mi
Just Fair

A high pressure salesman of 1

stone age starts a street riot

that he can sell weapons to the h
ligerents. Just a few laughs resi

Complete Modernization
Of Lake Shore Chicago

Chicago —- Modernization of the

Lake Shore Theater by the Abe Gold-

stein circuit is completed. Guercio

and Barthel installed theater equip-
ment, Bobbe Co. the decorating and
painting, Hamilton Glass Co. the
porcelain enamel, and the State
Electrical Co. all the electrical work.
The Whiteway Co.'s marquee and
signs are used. Cohen and Kogen
were the architects. Raymond
Goldstein has been named manager
of the house.

Operators in St. John Join
Battery as Part of

St. John, N. B.—To the full 100 per cent,

become members of the searchlight battery of

been assigned to training periods two mornings
they wear their army uniforms. They are being
lights installed on roofs of buildings including
theaters, and will serve on home defense, only

meet air attacks at this seaport.

Searchlight
New Defense Measure
the operators in the local theaters have
the non-permanent militia. They have
each week, and that is the only time
taught how to operate the big search-
the Capitol, biggest of the St. John

Full preparations are being made to

"The Timid Pup"
(Color Rhapsody)

Columbia 7 l
/i mi

Mild Cartoon

The adventures of a timorous 5
with a kitten while his mother a

the mama cat brawl add up to

rather mild cartoon. Animation a

Technicolor are good.

Bud Ackerman Opens
New Sunset, Price Hill

Cincinnati—Bud Ackerman's n

Sunset, Price Hill, which recen

opened, is one of Cincinnati's fin

suburban theaters, and was built

the F & Y Construction Co.

Equipment, including latest p
jection, sound and air conditionii

was supplied by Midwest Thea
Supply Co. House has floating co
fort seats, a ladies' powder roc
men's room, and black-and-wh
decorations. B & J Jacobs Co. fi

nished the air conditioning and
sulation. The Quehl Sign Co., 1.

marquee and Neon signs.

WE Sound Bows In N. H.

Manchester, N. H.—Strand T
ater has reopened here with seve
major improvements, including N
Hampshire's first installation of 1

latest WE sound system. A n
program policy calls for first-r

pix.
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S-l Dissolved;

Selznick Takes Over

(Continued from Page 1)

mously voted, an announcement said,

because of present economic condi-

tions brought about by the European

The company will engage in no
r'uither producing activities, and its

physical assets will immediately be
offered for sale. Present producing
and distribution contracts have been
assumed by David O. Selznick Pro-
ductions, Inc. This new company,
incorporated in California last week,
has taken over the unfulfilled obli-

gations of Selznick International, in-

cluding a commitment to deliver two
more pictures for release through
United Artists, and including also

its contracts with individual direc-

tors and players, among whom are
Vivien Leigh, Ingrid Bergman, Joan
Fontaine, Alfred Hitchcock, Robert
Stevenson, Alan Marshal, and Hat-
tie McDaniel.
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All Directors Resign

During the period of liquidation,

John Hay Whitney, chairman of the
board of the dissolved corporation,
David O. Selznick, and Francis Alt-
stock will serve as directors in dis-

solution. The former board of di-

rectors of the company has resigned
in entirety, and all the officers of the
company have submitted their resig-
nations. E. L. Scanlon, former
treasurer of the company, will serve
as fiscal agent on the West Coast,
acting in co-operation with Raymond
A. Klune, the company's production
manager. Leonard R. Case, former
assistant treasurer of the company,
will serve as fiscal agent in the East.
Lowell V. Calvert, company sales
manager, will supervise liquidation
of all exhibition contracts.
Whitney and Selznick, in a joint

statement, said: "It is with profound
regret that we feel that the risks
involved, due to world conditions,
made it desirable for us to take this
step. We have striven for five years
to establish and consistently to main-
tain a high standard of quality, and
we like to think that our trademark
became symbolic of an ideal in pic-
ture making."

Investment Retired in Full

The stockholders of the corpo-
ration have remained unchanged
throughout the five years of the com-
pany's existence. These included
John Hay Whitney, C. V. Whitney,
Myron Selznick, Mrs. Charles S. Pay-
son, Norma Shearer, Robert Leh-
man, John Hertz, and others. Their
entire subscribed investment of $2,-
900,000 was represented by deben-
tures, which have been retired in full,
together with annual interest at 6
per cent. The company's financing
beyond this was done through bank
loans, all of which have been repaid
in full.

Selznick stated that the new com-
pany would also take over certain of
the personnel of Selznick Interna-
tional. Daniel T. O'Shea, formerly
vice-president of Selznick Interna-

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

\A/OLFGANG REINHARDT. Associate Producer. Born in Berlin in 1908. At
*™ the University of Berlin, specialized in History and Archeology. Attended

Heidelberg. Joined the production staff of his father, Max Reinhardt, who
owned and operated seven legitimate theaters in

Berlin and one in Vienna. Came to the United

States in 1927 with Max Reinhardt's "Deutsches

Theater" which played at the Century Theater in

New York City for a long engagement. Spent a

year in England. Came to Hollywood in 1935.

Was an assistant to Irving Thalberg. Joined War-
ner Bros., in 1936 as an assistant to Associate

Producer Henry Blanke. Co-scenarized "Juarez."

Produced "Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" and "My
Love Came Back." Is now preparing "Captain

Horatio Hornblower" for Warner Bros. His

brother, Gottfried, is a producer at M-G-M.
Hobbies, none. Height, 6 feet. Hair, brown.

Eyes, blue.
Schuyler Crail

Time Extension Granted
For Okla. Trust Answers

(Continued from Page 1)

counsel for the plaintiff, and attor-

neys for Columbia Pictures Corp.,

United Artists Corp. and Universal
Film Exchanges, Inc., that the de-
fendants may be granted until Sept.

15 within which to file objections or

answer interrogatories propounded
by the plaintiff.

The Government recently filed its

interrogatories asking information
regarding numerous contracts be-
tween the Griffith Amusement Com-
pany and major distributing and
producing companies.
The A. B. Momand vs. Griffith

Amusement Company and Twentieth
Century-Fox Film Corp. anti-trust
suits also progressed further this
week when the plaintiff filed a re-
quest for admission of facts under
the rules of civil procedure for the
district courts of the U. S..

All defendants in the Momand
suits have until Sept. 15 to answer
the 585 interrogatories propounded
by the plaintiff recently to the de-
fendants.

Defense Tax Brings
Small Revenue Gain

(Continued from Page 1)

ure is also $115,913.14 more than the
$1,534,249.77 collection for July,
1939. Internal Revenue Bureau ex-
pects larger gains to show up in
later reports, as increased admis-
sion taxes come in.

Broadway collections show a drop
compared to the previous month of
June. Broadway collections for July
amounted to $484,660.87 against
$521,903.81 for June, 1940, for a
decrease of $37,242.94. However, the
July collection is $87,245.23 more
than the $397,415.64 collection for
July, 1939.

Co-Star Russell, Douglas
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Columbia will co-star

Rosalind Russell and Melvyn Doug-
las in "This Thing Called Love,"
based on a stage comedy by Edmund
Burke. Miss Russell was borrowed
from Metro and replaces Loretta
Young in the cast. Alexander Hall
starts direction of the film on Sept.

10.

Steinbeck Story for Tracy?
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Spencer Tracy's next

picture for Metro will probably be
John Steinbeck's "Tortilla Flats."
Tracy leaves today with Steinbeck
for Central California, locale of the
story, for "atmosphere."

Metro Castings

Hollywood—M-G-M has cast Jack
Mulhall and Rita Quigley for "Third
Finger, Left Hand," and Cliff Daniel-
son, Tom Neill, John Raitt and Hal
Lesueur to "Flight Command."

tional, will become general manager
of David O. Selznick Productions,
Inc. Other executives of Selznick In-
ternational who are expected to join
the new company include Katharine
Brown and Val Lewton, who have
been respectively eastern production
manager and the story editor. Selz-
nick stated that he had not yet de-
cided upon the stories for the two
pictures to be made for United
Artists.

Para. Signs Barbara Stanwyck
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Paramount has signed

Barbara Stanwyck for the feminine
lead in "Pioneer Woman," Adela
Rogers St. Johns' story of the Cali-

fornia gold rush days. William Well-
man will direct.

"Drive by Night" Sequel
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warners will make a

sequel to "They Drive By Night," to

be titled "Open All Night." Jerry
Wald and Richard Macaulay are pre-
paring the script.

20th-Fox Title Change
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—"They Met in Rio" wil

be the title for the 20th-Fox film pre-
; viously titled "A Latin from Man-
hattan."

Elisha Cook, Jr., Cast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Elisha Cook, Jr., and

Ben Carter have been added to the
cast of 20th-Fox's "Tin Pan Alley."

Order Walter Reade

To Continue Pool

(Continued from Page 1)

Theater Corp., was directed to pay
to Justin 59 per cent of the net pro-
ceeds that have arisen from the op-
eration of Reade's Community The-
ater from the date of the last ac-
counting until the present time up-
on the filing of a bond by the com-
plainant.
Under an agreement made three

years ago, product was to be divided
among the Park and Jersey The-
aters, operated by Justin and Mor-
ris Jacks, and the Community, op-
erated by Reade. Justin and Jacks
charged in a suit that Reade had
violated the agreement.
Complainants were represented by

David T. Wilentz and Phillips, Nizer,
Benjamin & Krim. Durand, Ivins &
Carton were attorneys for Reade.

New Seats Installed

In Pine Bluff House

Little Rock— New seats for the
lower floor of the Saenger, Pine
Bluff, have been installed.

The remodeled Plaza, Harrison,
owned by Commonwealth Theaters
Corp., opened recently, as did the
Royal, Fayetteville, which was seri-

ously damaged by fire in January.
A. E. Crowder, Jr., formerly of

Fordyce, has been named manager
of the Hoo-Hoo Theater at Gurdon,
succeeding Carrolton Allman. House
is owned by the K. Lee Williams
Theaters.

20th Century-Fox Castings
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has engaged Montagu Love for
"Hudson's Bay Company" in which
Paul Muni stars. Tully Marshall and
Ben Carter have been added to the
"Chad Hanna" cast.

New Edward Ellis Vehicle
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Republic has bought

screen rights to "Bubble's Millions"
as a vehicle for Edward Ellis. Adap-
tation will be made by the author,
Arthur V. Jones.

Elizabeth Risdon Signed
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Elizabeth Risdon has

been signed by RKO for "Malvina
Swings It," Ernest Cossart for "Kitty
Foyle" and Mary Gordon for "No,
No, Nannette."

George Marshall Withdraws
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—George Marshall has

withdrawn from his James Roosevelt
engagement to direct "Pot o' Gold"
on account of illness. A new direc-
tor will be assigned.

20th-Fox Renews Scott Pact
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has renewed Randolph Scott's
option and he will do three pictures
within the next two years.
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The Great McGinty

',' '//«;

may have started out as a sleeper . . . but "The

Great McGinty's" no sleeper now . . . not with the

New York Paramount holding over for a second

smash week following one of the biggest opening

weeks of the year. Not with every single (and

married) critic in the United States heaping praises

on this Paramount comedy wow, not just once but again and again. Not with the whole

country talking about "McGinty" as one of the "MUST" pictures of the year. Not with

thousands of popular and critic demands that "The Great McGinty" get an Oscar as the

best picture Hollywood has turned out this year. Not with Washington, Boston and other

keys turning in smash grosses. No sir . . ."The Great McGinty" is the great opportunity for

wide-awake bookers. So get in there and go to town.

/MiiiH

Read what the critics are saying about Paramount'* "RHYTHM ON THE RIVER,"

the big all-star streamlined musical show that's

opening the new Paramount season. Preview cards on

I WANT A DIVORCE" and PSmC^ ''RANGERS OF FORTUNE"

show Paramount in with two more sure hits in September!
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START TODAY ON ARBITRATION PLANDRAFT
Rural Districts Best Customers/ Survey Shows
THE WEEK I

N

REVIEW
Escape Clause Accord
i^= By WINFIELD ANDRUS

DOMESTIC
CONSENT DECREE: End of the

veek announcement that all of the

•Big Five and Government represen-

atives had agreed on the text of a

substitute escape clause for the pro-

posed consent decree was viewed in

ndustry circles as a virtual settle-

nent of the equity action against
he Big Five. Final Government
mswer to the new clause will be
innounced in New York this week
Imd the complete decree draft is

•xpected to be submitted to Attor-
ney General Robert Jackson the day
ifter Labor Day. Government offi-

cials explained that the new escape
'clause text requires the D of J to

ontinue the suit against United Ar-
'

ists, Universal and Columbia as

hey have not accepted the pro-

>osed decree . . . Earlier in the
veek, Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA head,
aged exhibs. to pi-otest the blocks-
•f-five provision of the draft and
.sked that his executive committee
e heard by the D of J before any
inal decision is made.

* * *

' DUALS: Repercussions from the
i ecent Gallup survey and from Sam-
|iel Goldwyn's Saturday Evening
j*ost article continued throughout

' he week. Edwin Silverman, of Chi-
ago's Essaness Theaters Corp., in

letter to The Film Daily, endorsed
rhe Gallup poll and argued that film

;>usiness is not picking up as are
•ther industries and blamed duals
or the situation . . . Goldwyn's ar-
ticle was defended by Jack Kirsch.
>rexy of Illinois Allied in a letter

o the producer . . . From Des
vloines came word that patrons of
.Vi-States Theaters with vote on
whether the circuit's houses should
)lay duals or single features . . .

Some 69 of Milwaukee County's 72
louses are expected to revert to
ingles after Labor Day in a test
tromoted by the ITPA of Wisconsin.

* * *

THIS AND THAT: Final RKO re-
organization allowances were cut to
638,073 and 120,000 shares of new
ommon stock by Federal Judge Wil-

( Continued on Page 6)

Gill's Index Asserts

Rural People Spending
More for Amusements

Rural districts offer the best pos-
sibilities for the producers to offset
losses of foreign business, according
to a survey made by Samuel E. Gill,

publisher of Gill's Index, research
specialists.

Gill, in a release last week, as-
serted that "already ruralities spend
a larger proportion of their income
for amusements than city dwellers,
and have more to spend."

According to the Gill Index, a sur-
(Coutinucd on Page 7)

Maine Anti-Trust

Suit is Dismissed

Portland, Me. — Federal Judge
Francis J. W. Ford has dismissed a
suit for $300,000 damages brought
by Edmund G. Pollard, Rumford,
Me., theater owner, against the
Maine and New Hampshire Theaters
Company and eight major motion
picture distributors, alleging they
violated the anti-trust laws by de-

(Continucd on Poor (')

Frank Walker Reported
Mulling Farley's Post

Frank Walker, president of Com-
erford theater circuit, is slated to be
named Postmaster General when
James A. Farley retires next Satur-
day. There is some speculation in

the film industry over the possibility
(Continued on Page 6)

EXPECT INDIE

PROTEST
Decree Objections Lodged By

Allied Leaders

Acceptance of the proposed con-
sent decree in its present form by
the Government is expected to be
protested by Allied and other inde-
dependents. Allied leaders were said
to have huddled last week with Thur-
man Arnold and D of J officials in
Washington where objections to the
provisions were pointed out.

Independents recall that the At-
torney General's office had promised
that no settlement that was not
satisfactory to the independents
would be accepable to the Govern-
ment. Whether mass action against
the decree by theater interests will

result from official acceptance by the
Government was a topic for week-
end speculation among exhibitors.

RKO to Hold Sales Meets
In Buenos Aires and Rio

RKO will open a South American
sales convention in Buenos Aires on
Sept. 23, with Phil Reisman, vice-
president in charge of foreign op-
erations presiding. Reisman sailed
Friday on the Brazil for B.A.
Ben Y. Cammack, newly appointed

Argentine manager, will act as
chairman of the convention. George
Kallman, Chile manager, also will

attend, together with branch man-
agers and selling forces.
Another meeting of the Brazilian

(.Continued on Page 6)

24 Pix Played Music Hall
Product Strength Seen in '39-40 Season

"Brigham Young" Unveiled
In 7 Salt Lake Theaters

Salt Lake City—Shattering all

records for simultaneous theater at-
tendance for a world premiere, 20th-
Fox unveiled "Brigham Young" here
Friday night to an enthusiastic audi-
ence in seven theaters, with a large

(Continued on Page 6)

With the 1939-40 season about to

terminate, a checkup Friday aimed
at determining comparative strength
of top product which played the Ra-
dio City Music Hall during the span,
as compared to the strength of the
house's "big berthas" during the
1938-39 season, disclosed that where-
as 31 features played the theater in

1938-39, only 24 were required for
(Continued on Page 7)

Sub-Committee to Meet
With AAA on Proposal
For 33 Local Boards

With a view toward speeding com-
pletion of the details on a comprehen-
sive industry-wide arbitration sys-
tem, the sub-committee on arbitra-
tion designated by negotiators of a
consent decree will meet today with
a special committee of the Ameri-
can Arbitration Association to pre-
pare a draft, it was learned Friday.
The Arbitration Association commit-
tee will consist of Sylvan Gotshal,
director of the Association, J. Noble
Braden, executive secretary, and pos-
sibly Hermann Irion, vice-president,
who will outline to the negotiators'
sub-committee the requirements for

(Continued on Page 6)

OMPTO To Protest

Against "5-Blocks

Philadelphia — UMPTO has sent
out letters to all exhibitors in this

territory asking that they protest to
the D of J against that part of the
proposed consent decree which pro-
vides for the selling of pictures in

blocks of five without any cancella-
tion privilege. It calls the provision
a hardship on the exhibitor, increas-

(Continued on Page 6)

RCA Planning Expansion
Program in Indianapolis

Indianapolis—The RCA Manufac-
turing Co. Wednesday announced
plans for adding four new buildings
to the present plant, which will triple

the number of employes and add ap-
proximately $3,000,000 to the annual
pay roll. David Sarnoff, president
of the company was a visitor here
Tuesday on an inspection tour of
RCA units.

Halt GWTW Air Show;
Was to Start Oct. 1

"Gone With the Wind" will not
become a radio serial as had been
reported. In a joint announcement
on Friday, M-G-M and Selznick Pro-

(Continued on Page 6)

/
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FINANCIAL
(QUOTATIONS OF FRIDAY, AUG. 23)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. <2'/2%) 4 4 4
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 126 125Vi 126 + Vl
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 2V/2 24 24V4 + 1/4

do pfd
Paramount 5% 5'/2 5%
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. . 8 8 8
Pathe Film 8 8 8
RKO
RKO $6 pfd 34i/

2
34i/2 34i/

2
20th Century-Fox . . 53/4 53,4 5%
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2V4 2'/4 2 'A
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 31/2546.1023,4 102% 1025/8 — %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 iAs47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 80 80 80—1

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 13/4 1 3/4 1%
Technicolor 10y4 10 10
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45.. 63 65
Rcxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59 61

POSITION WANTED
Film man experienced supervising distribu-

tion in Far Eastern and Latin American
countries; formerly connected with leading
concern; seeks inside position or as sales-
man; excellent references. Write

Box
1501

No. 1905
Broadway

The
New

Film Daily
York City

M The Broadway Parade 11
Picture and Distributor Theater

Pride and Prejudice (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—3rd week Music Hall

The Sea Hawk (Warner Bros. Pictures)—3rd week Strand
The Great McGinty (Paramount Pictures)—2nd week -....Paramount
I Love You Again (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—2nd week Capitol

Young People (Twentieth Century-Fox) Roxy
Mystery Sea Raiders ( Paramount Pictures) Criterion

Golden Gloves (Paramount Pictures) Rialto

River's End (Warner Bros. Pictures) Globe
The Durango Kid (Columbia Pictures) (a) Central

Slave Ship (Twentieth Century-Fox) (d) Central

They Drive by Night (Warner Bros. Pictures) (a-b) Palace

Anne of Windy Poplars (RKO Radio Pictures) (a) Palace

Snow White and Disney Shorts (RKO Radio Pictures)—2nd week (d-b) . Little Carnegie

TWO-A-DAY RUNS
Gone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—37th week Astor

IORI1GN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—25th week World
The End of a Day (French feature) (a-b) 5th Ave. Playhouse

Carnival of Flanders ( French feature) (a-d) 5th Ave. Playhouse

FUTURE OPENINGS
Foreign Correspondent (United Artists-Walter Wanger)—Aug. 27 Rivoli

He Stayed for Breakfast (Columbia Pictures)—Aug. 30 Roxy
Flowing Gold (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Sept. 6 Strand
Boom Town (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) (c) Capitol
Lucky Partners (RKO Radio Pictures) (c) Music Hall

Rhythm on the Range (Paramount Pictures) (c) Paramount
Cold Rush Maisie (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) (c) Criterion

Hell's Cargo (Film Alliance) (e) •..• Globe
All This and Heaven Too (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Aug. 29 (a-b) Palace
Pop Always Pays (RKO Radio Pictures)—Aug. 29 Palace

(a) Dual bill. <b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill. (d) Revival.
'

Richmond to Celebrate
Opening or "Howards"

Richmond, Va.—This city is plan-
ning' an elaborate celebration on
Sept. 4 when Columbia's "The How-
ards of Virginia" has its premiere in

three theaters, the Byrd, State and
Westhampton. Festivities get under
way in the morning with a water
pageant starting from Westover and
proceeding 27 miles along the James
River to Richmond where the boats
will be met by Director Frank Lloyd
and Martha Scott.

Other events are planned for the

entire day, which will be climaxed
by the showing of the picture and a

"Howards of Virginia" ball.

"Young People" Opens
Strong at the Roxy

"Young People," latest 20th-Fox
release with Shirley Temple, opened
Friday at the Roxy to capacity busi-

ness, continuing to do strong busi-

ness through the week-end. Open-
ing day biz was best done in the

house in the last eighteen months.
Picture is the last one on the Tem-
ple contract with the company.

Richard Wallace

Alice White

Jerry Drew

Krimsky and Cochrane
Sue UA Over "Jones"

A suit for $258,582 against United
Artists Corp. was filed in the Fed-
eral Court Friday by John Krimsky
and Gifford Cochrane, Inc. The com-
plaint charges the defendant with

failing to devote its best efforts in
distributing the film "Emperor
Jones," produced by the plaintiffs.

The complaint also states that UA
has failed to account for all pro-
ceeds of the picture and lists as an
example $8,582 allegedly due on the
English receipts. An additional
charge is made that the film was
booked with other pictures and that
exhibitors obtained lower licensing
terms on "Emperor Jones" as an in-
ducement to accept the other films.

Bernard Sobel Organizes
New Publicity Bureau

Bernard Sobel, who for the last
five years has been associated with

^--M's publicity department, ha?
formed a publicity bureau specializ-
ing in pictures and legitimate plays.
Offices have been established at 101
W. 55th St. Before joining M-G-M)
Sobel was press agent for the late
Florenz Ziegfeld, Charles Dilling-
ham, A. L. Erlanger and others.

Sobel's first account will be spe-
cial promotion for the M-G-M pic-
ture, "The Ziegfeld Girl." He did
t"he campaign a few years a°o on
"The Great Ziegfeld."

'

COminG and GOIDG

Ind. House Reopens
Indianapolis—The Apollo Theater,

dark since early Spring, re-opened
with a distinctive operating policy
by Clifford C. Wallace, Thursday.
Wallace, long active in the distribu-
tion field opened the first Paramount
film exchange here.

SIDNEY R. KENT, 20th-Fox prexy, and Ml
KENT, are expected back early this week fr
Salt Lake City where they attended the multi
premiere of "Brigham Young." WALTER
HUTCHINSON, foreign manager for 20th-F
was expected to return to New York over I

week-end.

J. R. GRAINGER, president and general sa
manager of Republic, was in New Orleans o L
the week-end on huddles with the Saem )

circuit on company's new season product.

RUBE JACKTER, Columbia's assistant sa
manager, is in Boston on business.

HARRY JOE BROWN, associate producer
20th-Fox, and SALLY EILERS, his wife, sail
Friday on the America for a cruise.

MONROE CREENTHAL left New York over f

week-end for Denver.

HERMAN C. WEINBERG, publicist for "1
Baker's Wife," left for Maryland over the wet
end for a vacation.

MARJORIE WEAVER arrives here this wc
from the Coast for a vacation.

ADELA ROGERS ST. JOHNS, film writer a|
novelist, arrived in New York Friday from Nass,
B. W. I.

MORRIS HELPRIN, assistant to Alexan.
Korda, flew to New York over the week-e
from Hollywood.

PHIL REISMAN sailed Friday for Buenos Air
[

350 Pre-Release Dates
Slated or "Sea Hawk"

Warner Bros, forthcoming fib
"The Sea Hawk," starring En
Flynn, will receive more than 2,3
days of playing time, exclusive
holdovers, in 350 pre-release e
gagements scheduled between nc
and August 31, its national relea
date, it was announced over t.

week-end. The Errol Flynn starr
is now in its third holdover week
the New York Strand Theater, whe
it is playing to the largest summ
business in the history of the hous

It was previously announced th
the company, in anticipation of
record number of simultaneous e

gagements on the feature, had i

creased its order on the number
prints by 25 per cent.

Republic Closes Deals
With St. Louis Circuits

St. Louis—Republic Pictures Cor
has closed a deal for its 1940-<

product with Fanchon & Marco, f<

its first-run Fox, Ambassador, £

Louis and Missouri Theaters; al:

for the 28 neighborhood theaters o;

erated by the St. Louis Amusemei
Company.

Final details of deal were clost

by Nat E. Steinberg, St. Louis bran(
manager for Republic, and Eddie A
thur, of Fanchon & Marco, after pr
liminary negotiations between Han
Arthur of F & M and J. R. Grainge
Republic president, in New Yoi
City.

Added to "Red Hair"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAIL

Hollywood — Laura Hope Crev
and Helen Westley have been a

signed to Warners' "Lady With R<

Hair." Garrett Craig has replace

Dennis Morgan in the studio's "50

000 Fliers."
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Start Today on Draft

Of Arbitration Plan

(Continued from Page 1)

organization of local arbitration of-

fices in 33 exchange districts.

This sub-committee will be headed
by Special Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Robert Sher, and will have Aus-
tin C. Keough, Joseph Hazen, and
John F. Caskey representing the
film companies. It was learned that

the Arbitration Association Commit-
tee had previously met with the ne-
gotiators on July 24 when the mat-
ter was first discussed. A number
of problems, it was said, must be
straightened out at the meeting, in-

cluding the question of whether the

appeal board planned under the de-

cree will meet in Washington or

New York, and whether a separate
organization apart from the Arbi-
tration Association will be set up to

handle film disputes exclusively.

It was explained that the meeting
slated for today will work on sug-
gestions from the Association for
purposes of preparing a rough draft

to be submitted to all negotiators for

the reaction of their home offices

If this draft proves satisfactory, a
final arbitration code will be pre-

pared to be included in the consent
decree.
The Arbitration Association does

not expect any great delay in set-

ting up panels of 10 arbitrators in

each of the 32 exchange districts

because it has 7,500 approved arbi-

trators in 1,700 communities to

draw from. Government officials

said Friday that no formal hearing
will be held on the decree for the
purposes of allowing exhibitors to

present their views. Officials, how-
ever, stressed the opinion that the

Government would listen informally

to the suggestions expressed by any
exhibitor.

RKO to Hold Sales Meets
In Buenos Aires and Rio

(Continued from Page 1)

sales staff in Rio will be held about
a week after the Buenos Aires ses-

sions. Reisman will preside at both
meetings.

Musicians-Warners Talk

Philadelphia—A committee of ex-

ecutives of the musicians' local here
conferred Friday mornins- in New
York with James Petrillo, AFM
prexy, on the musicians' dispute

here with Warner Theaters, but no
statement was issued as to whether
or not the musicians would offer

some compromise agreement to the
theater circuit.

New Lab Formed
Detroit—Film Service Laborator-

ies, Inc., is being organized as a

Michigan corporation, with capitali-

zation of 400 shares of common at

$1 and 10,000 shares of preferred
at $10 each. Incorporators are Paul
S. Keena of Grosse Pointe and Harry
I,. Long of South Lyon, Mich. Of-
fices are at 3245 Mack Avenue.

Ice Cream Stand in New Hampshire Now
Offering Free Motion Picture Shows

Manchester, N. H.—Another free drive-in movie idea has been introduced in this

section as a crowd-coaxer. The Puritan Second Street Ice Cream Stand is the latest

to offer shows gratis. Previously, a dine-and-dance spot near Nashua had announced
a similar plan.

Frank Walker Reported
Mulling Farley's Post

(Continued from Page 1)

of his acceptance, although the ap-
pointment by President Roosevelt ap-
pears certain. Walker is reported to
be giving the berth conside atibn but
he has not indicated whether or not
he will accept. Some sources say
he is not anxious for the post.
Walker has been active in motion

picture activities and national poli-

tics for many years. He became
president of the Comerford circuit
following the death of M. J. Comer-
ford, founder of the company.

Halt GWTW Air Show;
Was to Start Oct. 1

(Continued from Page 1)

ductions declared they had "de-
clined to permit the celebrated
screen success to become a radio
feature."

Serial is reported to have been
sold to 65 CBS radio stations to
start on Oct. 1. No reason for the
withdrawal of the feature was given.

UMPTO Will Protest

Against "5-Pix Blocks"

(Continued from Page 1)

ing his cost, and forcing- him to
"play and or pay for" all five in or-
der to get the probable couple suit-

able to his community.

New Haven Projectionists

Discuss New Contracts

New Haven-^-Local No. 273 holds
the first of a series of special meet-
ings tonight at Trades Council Hall,
during which the operators of the
New Haven, Ansonia and Derby dis-
trict will discuss new contracts to
be negotiated with Loew's, Warners,
M & P, and independents, in Sep-
tember. The three-year contracts
with the circuits and the one-year
indie contracts are expiring at this
time. Nelson Frazier will preside at
the meeting.

Seeks Screen Credit

Seeking an injunction to restrain
the exhibition of the film "Brigham
Young" unless the plaintiff receives
screen credit for collaborating in
the writing of the story, Eleanor
Harris filed suit Friday in the Fed-
eral Court against 20th-Fox. The
plaintiff claims to have sold the
script called "Profits Of Empire" to
the defendant and to have been
hired to work on the story with
Louis Bromfield. The plaintiff is

irked because the film only credits
her with story research work.

"Brigham Young" Unveiled
In 7 Salt Lake Theaters

(Continued from Page 1)

number of people unable to get tick-

ets for the premiere. A total of
8,700 seats were used in the seven
houses, sold at $1.10 per to give
the film a tremendous opening gross.
Premiere festivities, following an

intensive advertising" and publicity
campaign that has been under way
for two weeks, began at noon on
Friday with the arrival from the
Coast of a group of studio executives
and a number of players in three
chartered planes. Sidney R. Kent,
president, Darryl F. Zanuck, produc-
tion head, William Goetz, Herman
Wobber, sales manager, Walter J.

Hutchinson, foreign sales manager,
and a number of other executives
attended in addition to the stars.

William M. Jeffers, president of the
Union Pacific, Averill Harriman,
chairman of the UP board were also

present. Governor Blood enter-
tained the visiting" notables at lunch,
with Heber Grant, head of the Mor-
man Church, also a host.

Maine Anti-Trust Suit

Is Dismissed by Judge

(Continued from Page 1)

priving independent theaters of
first-run and major films.

No one appeared to oppose a mo-
tion of the defendants to dismiss the
action on the grounds that Pollard
failed to appear before an officer

designated to take his oral deposi-
tion at Rumford in accordance with
the rules of civil procedure.

Detroit IATSE Offering
New Stagehand Contracts

Detroit—Local 38, IATSE, is pre-
senting contracts for one-year re-
newal to all theaters using stage-
hands, effective Sept. 1. Proposals
are for no change in wages, and
minor technical changes only affect-

ing minimum hours and conditions
of putting on shows.
With production of five commer-

cial pictures for auto companies

—

Nash. Pontiac, Oldsmobile, Packard,
and Chevrolet, in process at the three
local commercial studios, employ-
ment of stagehands is at a peak
here now.

"Boom Town" Booms
Highlighting new openings of

M-G-M's "Boom Town" in Detroit,
where the film played to 312 per
cent of normal business in its open-
ing day at the United Artists. Gross
was almost double that of "San Fran-
cisco." Oklahoma City finished its

first week with 265 per cent of nor-
mal, more than doubling "Boys'
Town" and "Northwest Passage.

THE WEEK VS
REVIEW

Escape Clause Accord
(Continued from Page 1)

liam Bondy . . . Home office of Mono
gram will be moved to the Wes
Coast within the next 90 days . .

H. M. Richey, director of RKO ex.!

hibitor relations, moved over to !

similar spot with M-G-M . . . Som
70 St. Louis indie houses threat
ened a buyers' strike and price wa:
in protesting triples in St. Loui
Amusement Co. houses and F & M'
alleged embargo on a free flow o
product to subsequent-runs . . . Mor
than 70 top budget features ar
scheduled for release between no\!
and Christmas, it was revealed in
survey . . . Cleveland exhibs. are o
the opinion that too few short sub
jects merit special attention . .

Late in the week, it was announce,
that Selznick International stock
holders had approved immediat
liquidation of the company. Davii
O. Selznick's new company has as
sumed present producing and distri-
bution contracts and now holds con
tracts of directors and players in
eluding Vivien Leigh, Ingrid Berg
man, Joan Fontaine, Alfred Hitch
cock, Robert Stevenson, Alan Mar
shall and Hattie McDaniel.

FOREIGN
Ben Y. Cammack has been mad

general manager of RKO's Sout
American branches, replacing Na
Liebeskind, resigned ... A furthe
blow at U. S. distributors in Japa
was seen in the abolishment of th
recensoring law of that countrj
which in effect virtually prevent
distributors getting a full run on
good picture and precludes the pos
sibility of further earnings fror
reissues ... A Buenos Aires dis

patch indicated that American busi
ness men in South America ar
complaining- about the repercussion
of American gangster films show
on that continent". . . William Bai
nett, of Massce, Barnett & Co., re

ported that South American import
have jumped 15 per cent since th
outbreak of the European war.

Tibbett Defers Talks

Meeting expected to take plac
Friday between Lawrence Tibbet
AGMA head, and James Petrilh
AFM prexy, to discuss the jurisdic
tional dispute between the tw
unions over the instrumentalist
failed to materialize when Petrill

left early in the day for Chicagi
Tibbett, who recently returned froi

the Coast, is reported to have th

backing of the SAG as well as Equit
in his dispute with the musicians,

"Love You" Clicks

"I Love You Again" has prove
itself one of the best box-offic

winners of the summer, M-G-M r<

ported over the week-end. At th

Capitol, N. Y., where it is now i

its second week, the film played t

217 per cent of normal business i

its initial stanza.

:!



w

vlonday. August 26, 1940

:

4 Pix Played M. H.

n 1939-40 Season

(Continued from Payc 1

)

" J|he corresponding period just end-

Allowing for calendar difference

nd excluding "overlaps," the 1938-

'9 record shows that 17 attractions

rlayed one-week engagements; 11

an for two weeks; and three for

hree weeks. However, in 1939-40,

,-ith. the full extent of the current

un of Metro's "Pride and Prej-

dice" yet to be determined, six

pictures have played for only one

.eek; 14 have run two weeks; two
or three weeks; one for four weeks;

nd one for six weeks.
Probe of the Music Hall's attrac-

ions was conducted to supply an
ndex because that house's screen is

o widely sought by producer-dis-

nbutors for first-run in this area,

esulting in added prestige in the

ational market for pictures of large

tature.
Following the run of "Pride and

'lejudice," the Music Hall's tenta-

ive schedule calls for RKO Radio's

. Lucky Partners," RKO Radio-

larch of Time's "The Ramparts
\ e Watch." and Columbia's Frank
.loyd production "The Howards of

'irginia" going into successive en-

:

agements in that order.

Jew Globe Headquarters
\\ RKO Pathe Studios

'est Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Faced with a $3,500,-

00 production schedule, James
.oosevelt announced that Globe Pro-
ductions will establish new head-
uarters at RKO Pathe studios. His
rst production will be "Pot of Gold,"

Dllowed by "Martin Eden," Jack
ondon novel to be produced by the

amuel Bronston Company.
Henry Henigson will begin produc-
on on 30 of 300 short features for

le Mills Novelty Co. of Chicago for

utomatic projectors.

Vent Star of "South of Suez"
'est Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Warners will star
eorge Brent in "South of Suez,"
ith Geraldine Fitzgerald in the
ading feminine role. Lew Seiler

arts directing it tomorrow. Brenda
Marshall has been added to the cast.

larion Martin 111

st Coast Bureau, of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Marion Martin has
len forced to leave the cast of M-
-M's new Marx Bros, comedy, "Go
'est," due to illness. June MacCloy
as been assigned to the role she

• ;as to have played.

I. P. Editors to Meet
The last charter meeting of the

. Y. Motion Picture Film Editors
uild will be held at the Capitol
otel, tomorrow night. With the
embership of the organization now
. 157, the executive board has de-
ded to make this the last open
eeting.

ALCN6 THE

with PHIL M. DALY;
T T

• • • THERE are some exhibs 'round the country

have what we'll call for want of a better descriptive phrase

"parrot fever" —a commercial plague whose outstanding char-

acteristic is "parroting" one another's assertion that screen

product is anaemic Much of this complaining has its source

both in the matter of alibi establishment aimed at defending their

lethargic attitude in putting pictures over with their customers and

in the matter of offering sales resistance to film salesmen so as

to get better percentage and rental deals

T
• • • MAKE no mistake about it there are lots of ex-

hibs., too who are perfectly sincere in their beliefs that

product is anaemic —and, frankly, there are good reasons

for their thinking so The principal reason is that they lack

confidence in a helluva lot of good product How come?

It's simply that their producer-distrib. sources of supply

all too frequently fail to instill the requisite amount of

confidence in their exhibitor customers and potential cus-

tomers with respect to a feature's worth Just within

the last few months we have seen some excellent attractions

suffer to beat the cars by poor trade handling —in cer-

tain instances no handling at all Right at the moment
there are at least a half-dozen pictures whose grossing poten-

tialities are enormous but about the only ones who know
of their merits are the producer, the distributor and a

few of their close friends To most of exhibs they're

just some more pictures

T T T
• • • THERE are a couple of real smart outfits in this industry

that rarely miss a bet They make good pictures and

let exhibs. know that the product is good What those outfits are

doing (and have consistently done) should be the tip-off to a flock

of others Of course, you and thousands of others are thinking

the same company names but and we use the word advised-

ly either could just as well be you

T T
• • • OH yes you can cultivate mushrooms in the dark

but not exhibitor confidence

n€UJS Of THC DAY
Edinburg, Texas—Dr. L. J. Mon-

tague, owner of two theaters here,
has let a contract to the Briggs-
Darby Construction Co. for a new
840-seat house. The two-story brick
and tile structure will be 50 by 134
feet with store space provided on
each side of the lobby. Office rooms
will be on the second floor.

Hartford, Conn. — The 4,000-seat
State Theater, closed for the Sum-
mer, will reopen with stage show
headlining the Andrews Sisters and
Joe Breese and his orchestra. Ted
Harris will resume active member-
ship.

New Haven—Connecticut MPTO is

scheduled to meet at luncheon Mon-

day, Sept. 23, at Ceriani's Cafe Mel-
lone. Allied Theater Owners of Con-
necticut holds a regular semi-month-
ly meeting tomorrow at Hofbrau
Haus Restaurant.

Brundidge, Ala.—Charlie Orr, vet-

eran of the Fred T. McLendon the-
ater organization, has been named
manager of the Brundidge Theater.
Orr was formerly manager of the
Luverne Theater and later, of the
Milton, Fla. theater.

Torrington, Conn. — Warners re-

opened the 1200-seat Palace, closed
for the past week for repairs, on Sat-
urday. Opening bill was the dual
"Sing, Dance, Plenty Hot" and
"Laughing at Danger."

Says Rural Districts

Best Pix Customers

(.Continued from Page 1)

vey developed for Curtis Publishing
Co., utilizing the U. S. Consumer
Purchases Study, shows the upper
half city income averages $2,500,
as against $1,797 in the rural top 50
per cent.

"But spendable income for both,"
the Index pointed out, "is approxi-
mately the same, due to the fact that
rents and food prices absorb more
of the city dweller's income, and the
ruralite puts more of his into having
a good time. The lower half rural

population also has more to spend
than the city lower 50 per cent and
spends it."

Gill contends in his Index that
"houses catering to rural movie-
goers do not in general have to prac-

tice double featuring as much as

urban exhibitors." Referring to the
recent Gallup poll, in which single

features were favored by the narrow
margin of 57 per cent to 43 per cent,

Gill asserts that this figure needs to

be analyzed in relationship to the
fact that double features are played
in slightly more than 50 per cent of

the picture theaters of the country,
to be truly indicative.

"As a matter of fact," the Index
declares, "the type of movie bill

shown has much less to do with the

size of a movie audience than is

supposed. A survey (by Gill) showed
that a surprisingly large percentage
of the audiences studied went to the
movies more because of an urge to

'see a movie tonight' or because of

a mere desire to kill time."
Analysis by Gill of publicity and

advertising indicates that most ef-

forts are aimed at, or have most
effect upon, persons who are steady
picture-goers, whereas present need
is for exploitation that will bring in

more of the 32,000,000 "financially

able" persons who never or rarely

see pictures.

Nina Orla in "U" Film
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Nina Orla, Mexican

entertainer who appeared in New
York with Ray Bolger at the N. Y.
Paramount Theater, has arrived here
for her first screen appearance in

Universal's "Caribbean Nights."

Y. Frank Freeman Eastbound
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Y. Frank Freeman en-

trained for New York at the week-
end to confer with Paramount home
office executives in the 1941-42 pro-
duction program.

Milestone to Direct "The Swan"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — William Hawks has

signed Lewis Milestone to direct "The
Swan" for United Producers Corp.
Ronald Colman has the stellar role.

WB to Star Priscilla Lane
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, will star

Priscilla Lane in "Carnival Troupe,"
a story by Fred Niblo, Jr. Produc-
tion starts in early October.
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IXPECT GOVERNMENT'S^ANSWER THIS WEEK

tKO Reports Profit of $220,819 for 26 Weeks
uge Gain in RKO's
nancial Status; Loss
ast Year, $68,070

!RKO and subsidiary companies
sterday reported a net profit, af-

ir all charges, of $220,819.07 for
a 26 weeks ended June 30. This
•n pares with a net loss of $68,-
3.29 for the corresponding period
1939 and with a net loss of $480,-

,3.04 for the same period in 1938.
Before deductions of depreciation,
l-ces and provision for dividends
:iued during the period on pre-

(Continued on Page 8)

es Moines Voting

n Duals Question

IIIDes Moines—First returns in Tri-
ate Theaters' poll to determine
?ference of local fans as to dou-
i or single feature programs in-

:ate that the race is comparative-
even on the basis of percentage,
te in two theaters shows prefer-
:e for singles while the vote in

3 is definitely for duals. Voting
II continue through Thursday.
A.t the Des Moines Theater, now
)wing singles, the voting was close
th 52.8 per cent favoring single

(Continued on Page 7)

lit Carson" Opens

ISix
Denver Houses

Denver—In a parade which Gov-
tor Ralph Carr of Colorado said
s the largest in the history of tht
ite, the world premiere of Edward
.all's "Kit Carson" was yesterday

f

ebrated here. With a crowd esti-

I ted by The Denver Post at more
in 120,000 lining the streets, the

(Continued on Page 8)

|

Daylight Saving
Looming in Cal.

Sacramento, Calif.—Attorney General
Earl Warren has titled an initiative meas-
ure for daylight saving which will go on
the November ballot. The plan is op-
posed by picture house executives who
feel that it will hurt attendance, espe-
cially during Summer months.

"Pride and Prejudice" to Stay Four Weeks
At Music Hall; Hangs Up Record for August

"Pride and Prejudice" will be held for a fourth week at Radio City Music Hall,

thereby becoming Ihe fourth picture in Music Hall history to remain more than three
weeks. Other pictures to play the theater more than three weeks were "Snow White,"
"Rebecca" and "All This and Heaven, Too." "Pride and Prejudice" broke all August
records for the Music Hall and played to 500,000 persons. Another M-C-M picture,

"I Love You Again," gots into a third week at the Capitol.

85% of N. W. Exhibs. Para. May Roadshow

Hold Off Film Buys

Minneapolis — Results of North-
west Allied's product survey show
that 85 per cent of exhibitors in this
territory have not contracted for any
pictures since the Allied convention
in Chicago in June. Leaders declare
that the returns of the poll prove
that the laxity in making new deals
is due to what they believe are un-
fair selling terms.
Fred Strom, executive secretary of

Northwest Allied, said he believed
independent theater owners would

(Continued on Page 7)

British Blockade Slows
Italian Film Shipments

Rome (By Air Mail)—Italian pro-
ducers and distributors of propaganda
pictures are in dire straits due to the
British blockade, reliable sources
have revealed. It is stated that the
producers alone will have a deficit

this year that, will run into several
million lire.

Newsreels of the Somaliland oper-
(Continued on Page 7)

'Northwest Mounted'

Paramount may roadshow "North-
west Mounted Police," Neil Agnew,
general sales manager, revealed upon
his return from the Coast where he
saw the picture.
Agnew has called a special meet-

ing of his district sales managers to

be held in Kansas City on Sept. 10
when the possibility of road showing
the Cecil B. De Mille production will

be discussed. Agnew is of the opinion
that "Northwest Mounted Police" is

a bigger box office picture than De
(Continued on Page 6)

Chesterfield Pix Worry
Exhibs; See Competition

Plan of Chesterfield Cigarettes to

give free shows at a number of the-
aters in the New York area in di-

rect competition to other theaters
was disclosed Sunday in a news-
paper ad. The company has rented
a number of film houses for one to

three days to present the shows
which are comprised of two subjects
produced bv the March Of Time, and

(Continued on Page 8)

Sees Pix Vital to Television
Union of Tele and Films Predicted by Fly

Divergent Duals Views
Aired over CBS Forum
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Speaking Saturday

night on the CBS forum dealing with
double bills, Karl Hoblitzelle of the
Interstate Circuit declared an ex-
hibitor can best serve his community
by offering a well-balanced program

(Continued on Page 7)

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—That the motion pic-

ture industry will be an important
factor in the future of television,

both as a production source and as

a medium for viewing television pro-
s-rams, was indicated vesterday by
FCC Chairman James Lawrence Fly
at his weekly press conference. Be-
fore returning from the recent NAB
convention at San Francisco, Fly

(Continued on Page 6)

Hayes Due Here Thursday;
Arbitration Parleys
Get Under Way Here

Government's answer on the con-
sent decree is expected to be rend-
ered late this week. The revised
escape clause, on which M-G-M,
Paramount, RKO, Warner Bros, and
20th Century-Fox are said to have
agreed, is being studied in Wash-
ington and, according to reports,
James Hayes, an assistant attorney
general, is due in New York on
Thursday with the Government's
answer.
Meanwhile, efforts to devise an

arbitration system got under way
yesterday at the offices of the Amer-

(Continued on Page 7)

Axis Presses For All

Of European Market

A ban by France on all foreign-
made films with the exception of

German and Italian product is fore-

seen in the near future by foreign
department executives, as the result
of Nazi pressure on the Petain gov-
ernment, which rules over unoccu-
pied portions of the country. Re-
ports from France indicate that the

Nazis are increasing pressure on the

(Continued on Page 8)

Artists Films to Make
21 Music Star Shorts

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Artists Films, Inc., has

been organized to produce a series

of 21 short subjects which will be
released as a series of seven con-

certs. First concert will be avail-

(Continued on Page 8)

Defense Program
Before Para. Execs.

Chicago—Paramount's co-operation on
the defense program will be discussed
here today by the company's theater ex-
ecutives and partners. Attending the
sessions will be Leonard Coldenson, Sam
Dembow, A. H. Blank, Earl Hudson,
John Balaban, Walter Immerman and
others. Sessions will be held at the
Drake Hotel.
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FINANCIAL
(Monday, Aug. 26)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2V2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind 5/g

i/
2

i/
2 — i/

8
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 127 127 127 + %
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc.

do pfd
Paramount 5V4 5V4 5% — Vs
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 8 8 8
RKO 23/8 23/8 23/8
20th Century-Fox . . 5% 5V8 5y4
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2y4 2'/4 2y4 — '/8
dop fd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/2 s46 1025/8 1025/8 102S/

8
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 81 81 81 -f 1

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp ^3^ \3/4 \ty
Technicolor
Trans-Lux

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES '

Bid Asked
Loew s Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45
. 63'/, 65 1A

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59 61

Crall, Retired Circuit

Head, Dies in Virginia

Harrisonburg, Va. — William F.
Crall, retired circuit owner of St.
Petersburgh, Fla., died near here
last week while visiting relatives.
Crall had operated theaters in Vir-
ginia, Florida and New York for
some time before his retirement 10
years ago when he moved from New
York to Florida. He was a native
of Fayetteville, Pa.

Report Seven Holdovers
On "Hawk" Pre-Release

Seven holdovers have been report-
ed to date from" special key city pre-
release engagements of Warner
Bros.' film "The Sea Hawk," star-
ring Errol Flynn.

In New York City, the film is now
in its third week at the Strand The-
ater and will be held over for a
fourth. In Philadelphia, the Flynn
starrer opened simultaneously at
wo first-run houses, the Earle and
the Boyd, and was held for a second
week at the Boyd. This marks the
first time that a picture opened at
these two houses simultaneously.

In Atlantic City, "The Sea .Hawk"
played a two-week holdover engage-
ment at the Warner and then moved
over to the Stanley for a third first-

run week.
Other theaters reporting holdovers

are: Warners, Memphis; Ambassa-
dor, St. Louis; Earle, Washington;
and Colonial, Richmond.

Chaplin and Time Settle

"Dictator" Stills Action

Suit of Charles Chaplin and
Charles Chaplin Film Corp. for $1,-

000,000 damages and an injunction
against Time, Inc., Roy E. Larsen,
Henry R. Luce, John Shaw Billing's,

and Charles D. Jackson, was settled
in Federal Court yesterday when the
defendants agreed to the entry of an
injunction restraining them from
publishing scenes from "The Great
Dictator" in Life magazine and else-

where.
The plaintiffs, in turn, agreed to

waive any claim for damages or
costs of the suit. All stills of the
film are to be surrendered within 10
days to Schwartz & Frohlich, Chap-
lin's attorneys. The defendants have
been charged with surreptitiously ob-
taining and publishing stills from
the picture. A temporary injunc-

tion was granted in June by Fed-
eral Judge John C. Knox.

N. J. Allied to Meet
Allied of New Jersey will meet at

the Hollywood Hotel, West End on
Thursday with plans for the annual
meeting scheduled to take up most
of the discussion time. Convention
is set for Sept. 25 to 27 at the
President Hotel, Atlantic City, with
the closing banquet to be a testimon-
ial to Abram F. Myers of the nation-
al Allied.
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THE FILM
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Kay York
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M-G-M Prepares Service
Page for New Season

A standard-newspaper size "New
Season Publicity" page, comprising
stories, art and ads, has been pre-
pared by M-G-M as an exhibitor aid

for the start of the 1940-41 season.
Featuring a fall entertainment an-

nouncement, with "Boom Town"
cited to start theaters' new product
program in many situations, the
page includes art from that film as
well as from "The Philadelphia
Story," "Strike Up the Band," "Es-
cape" and "Haunted Honeymoon,"
all scheduled for early showing.

Available in mat form, the layout
is complemented by a large "Boom
Town" ad and a symposium ad fea-
turing M-G-M's 1940-41 season prod-

uct.

Six Top-Budget Pix

On Korda's Program

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Six top-budget pic-

tures will comprise Alexander Kor-
da's first American production sched-

ule. Headquarters have been set at

General Service Studios.
Program includes a story based

on the lives of Lord Nelson and
Lady Hamilton, co-starring Vivien
Leigh and Laurence Olivier; "New
Wine," the life of Franz Schubert;
"I Have Been Here Before"; "Jun-
gle Boy" and "Cyrano."

New Detroit Theater
Halted by Injunction

Detroit—Joseph Stoia, owner of

the Midway and Circle Theaters,
secured an injunction in circuit court
restraining his former partner, Jos-
eph Miskinis, from building a pro-
nosed Carmen Theater, half a mile
from the Midway. Injunction also

anplies to Mrs. Miskinis. to Joseph
Miskinis. Jr., and to Philip Gore-
lick, a builder—the new house was
formally registered in the name of

Miskinis, Jr., and Gorelick.
Stoia claims Miskinis, when they

broke up partnership some months
ago. agreed in writing not to engage
in theater business within four miles
of the two houses for five years.

Ben McCormick, Colorado
^xhib. Dies in Air Crash

Denver—Ben P. McCormick, 60.

was instantly killed when the small
plane, recently bought by him, nose-
dived from 100 feet at the airport

in Canon City, Colo. McCormick
had recently completed flying les-

sons and was on his fourth hour of

soloing when the accident occurred.

He operated theaters in Canon City,

Florence, and Hot Springs, Colo. His
wife and three sons survive.

Herbert Glanton Dies

Huntington, Ind. — Herbert O.
Glanton, age 65, manager of the Tiv-
oli Theater here, died Saturday of a
throat infection. He had been asso-
ciated with the theater here since
he was 14 years old.

COminG and G0IRG

SIDNEY R. KENT returns to New York tod
from Salt Lake City.

Y. FRANK FREEMAN, Paramount^ stud
chieftain, returns to the Coast today after
brief visit to the home office.

KEN MURRAY is en route here from '

Coast.

TEX RITTER is stopping at the Warwick.
FRANCHOT TONE has planed back to Ni

York from the Coast.

CHARLES LAUGHTON is back in Hollywo
after an appearance for the Red Cross in S
Francisco.

NICK LUKATS, technical adviser on War
Bros.' "Knute Rockne, All American," has
turned from the Coast to his home in Barbel
ton, Ohio.

MARY PICKFORD planed from the Coast at t
1

week-end for Kansas City and then went on
O'athe, Kan., to join her husband, Buddy Roge
whose sister is seriously ill there.

JOSEPH WATSON planed from the Coast i
Chicago at the week-end to confer with T
Jolson on the gags for his new show.

MAURICE SILVERSTONE, HARRY GOLD a

L. J. SCHLAIFER are set to leave for the Cod
at the end of the week.

ANDY W. SMITH has returned from an Rlfl

business trip to Chicago.

JAMES ROOSEVELT is in town and will appa]
tonight on the "Information, Please"
program.

RUBE JACKTER was
the week-end.

a Boston visitor ow

Delaware Democrats Ma^
Favor Sunday Movies

Wilmington, Del.—The Democrat
state convention in Dover today ma
adopt a platform plank favoring Su
day movies in this state and legali

ing "harmless games of chance"
was reported yesterday.
The suggested Sunday movie plai

will assert that films will not 1

permitted to interfere with churtj

services.

The convention is expected to noiij

inate Governor Richard C. McMulla
who vetoed a Wilmington Sunda
movie referendum bill passed by tl

1939 legislature.

Hamilton Dividend

Toronto—N. G. Barrow, secretai

of Hamilton United Theaters, Lt<

announces here that the firm w:

pay a dividend of 1% per cent on tl

outstanding preferred shares of tl

company, payable Sept. 30 to shar
holders of record Aug. 31.

FRIENDLY SERVICE USE_

Telegraph
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED IN

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE BILL.
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See for yourself at trade screenings* this week!

Prove to yourself again that

VITAPHONE SHORTS
are made as no other short subjects can be—at

the hit-making studio of

WARNER BROS.
And all personally supervised by Jack L Warner
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BRIGHAM YOUNG it

7-THEATRE WORLD
RECORD -SHATTERIN

LAKE CITY EXTEN1

AT THE CENTRE T

CREASED 25% AND 1

BRIGHAM YOUNG n

AHEAD OF THE BIGG

FIRST TWO DAYS 17!

OF ALEXANDER'S R
in

STANLEY AND LIVING

MARKS LIKEWISE S

RUN FOR WHAT IT



ILLOWING ITS PHENOMENAL
i.EMIERE SELL-OUT-IS MAKING

OXOFFICE HISTORY IN ITS SALT

RUN AT ADVANCED PRICES!

RE, WITH MATINEE PRICES IN-

NING PRICES INCREASED 331%,

OSSES ARE OVERWHELMINGLY

HITS EVER TO PLAY THE HOUSE!

F HISTORIC WEEKEND RECORD

lIlME BAND , WITH JESSE JAMES

,

INE , THE RAINS CAME , ALL OTHER

HED! WATCH THIS SENSATIONAL

NS TO YOU!
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Para. May Roadshow

'Northwest Mounted'

(Continued from Page 1)

Mille's previous attraction, "Union
Pacific." Plans for special mer-
chandising will be made at the Kans-
as City sessions.

Whether exhibitors will be asked
to increase their admission prices
if the roadshow plan is vetoed also
is expected to be discussed at the
meeting.

UMPTO Asks Arnold
For Cancellation Rights

Philadelphia—Declaring that the
exhibitor must be protected in can-
cellation rights, the United Motion
Picture Theater Owners, through its

president and secretary, Lewen Pi-

zor and George P. Aarons, sent the
following letter to Thurman Arnold,
assistant attorney general:
"Dear Mr. Arnold:
"The United Motion Picture The-

ater Owners of Eastern Penna.,
Southern New Jersey and Delaware,
Inc., representing its membership of
independent exhibitors, has gone on
record as opposed to the '5-Picture
Clause' in the proposed Consent
Decree.

"This provision places the exhibi-
tor at the mercy of the distributor,
forcing him to buy in blocks of five,

regardless of whether or not two or

three of such blocks may be object-
ionable. The exhibitor at this time
enjoys certain cancellation rights,

and under this proposed clause, he
would be denied any cancellation
rights. The exhibitor must be pro-
tected in cancellation rights.

"The buying of a limit of five

pictures would work a very great
hardship upon the exhibitor, particu-
larly the one located away from the
exchange center. It would increase
the exhibitor's cost considerably and
nullify his present desire for com-
munity selectivity and, of course,
force him to 'play and or pay for'

all five of the pictures to get the
probable few of such group suitable
to his community. This clause serves
no public interest whatsoever but
is merely one which imposes very
costly hardship upon the exhibitor.

"This Organization feels that the
Department of Justice, through your-
self, is very anxious to fairly and
impartially adjust the differences
now existing in this industry and
guard the exhibitor against any in-

equitable approaches by the distrib-

tors and provide a fair basis under
which the exhibitor may procure and
exhibit his necessary pictures.
"With this thought in mind, we are

quite sure that you will agree that
a denial to the exhibitor of a can-
cellation privilege is a denial of a
protective right. In conclusion, we
urge upon you that this '5-Picture
Clause' be eliminated from the pro-
posed consent decree and a very sub-
stantial cancellation privileg-e be
substituted therefor.

"Very truly yours,
Lewen Pizor, President

George P. Aarons, Secretary"

reviews of new nims
"Brigham Young"

with Tyrone Power, Linda Darnell, Dean
Jagger, Brian Donlevy, Mary Astor

20th Century-Fox 114 Mins.

VIVID HISTORY OF MORMONISM PLUS
A ROMANTIC STORY RESULTS IN GRIP-
PING SCREEN FARE FOR ALL CLASSES
OF AUDIENCES.

This is a stirring saga of the Mormon
people that has epic sweep and is gripping

screen fare. It is a vivid picturization of
the trials and struggles, and hardships of
the followers of Joseph Smith and Brigham
Young, and of their courage and determina-
tion to keep their religious beliefs, in face
of seemingly overwhelming odds. The ma-
jestic outdoors and the eye-filling back-
grounds are used to advantage.

Henry Hathaway furnished expert direc-

torial guidance in the handling of the pic-

ture's many thrilling scenes, yet managed to

make the romantic, intimate scenes, human
and tender. To Kenneth Macgowan goes
much credit as associate producer. Lamar
Trotti fashioned a splendid screenplay, based
on the story by Louis Bromfield.

Tyrone Power does fine work as the faith-

ful follower of Brigham Young, while Dean
Jagger, recruited from Broadway, makes
Young a rigid, courageous, forceful figure.

Linda Darnell gives a nice performance as

the gentile, befriended by the Mormons, and
the girl with whom Tyrone Power falls in

love. Vincent Price is convincing as Joseph
Smith, the founder of Mormonism, and Brian

Donlevy is effective as Jagger's chief rival.

Jane Darweil, John Carradine are seen in

a sympathetic role for a change; Mary Astor,

Wuiard Robertson, Marc Lawrence and Jean
Rogers are some of the important principals.

After benig driven out of New York, Ohio
and Missouri, the Mormons settle in Nauvoo,
Illinois, but their gathering places are soon

wrecked and some of their members slain.

Joseph Smith is tried on a trumped up charge
and convicted. Rioters kill him in cold

blood. Young leads his band of Mormons,
men, women and children across icy rivers

to Iowa. From Iowa his followers proceed

on to the great plains of the west. Angus
Duncan (Brian Donlevy), hears stories of

great gold finds in California and urges the

Mormons to turn from Young and follow

him. However, when the Mormons come in

sight of the Great Salt Lake valley, Young
informs his followers that the valley will

be their new home.

During the winter their supplies run low
and many of the women and children are

on the verge of starvation. Things look

darkest in the spring when a plague of crick-

ets threaten to kill their crop of wheat.

Seemingly by Divine Providence, a small

army of sea gulls appears to destroy the

crickets.

CAST: Tyrone Power, Linda Darnell, Dean
Jagger, Brian Donlevy, John Carradine, Jane
Darweil, Jean Rogers, Moroni Olsen, Willard

Robertson, Mary Astor, Vincent Price, Marc
Lawrence, Dickie Jones, Stanley Andrews,
Frank Thomas, Fuzzy Knight, Selma Jack-

son, Frederick Burton, Russell Simpson,

Arthur Aylesworth, Chief Big Tree, David-

son Clark, Claire DuBrey, Tully Marshall,

Dick Rich, Joseph Dunn, Edwin Maxwell,
Edmund McDonald, George Melford.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Kenneth
Macgowan; Director, Henry Hathaway;
Author, Louis Bromfield; Screenplay, Lamar
Trotti; Art Directors, William Darling,

'Kit Carson"
with Jon Hall, Lynn Bari, Dana Andrews,

Ward Bond, Harold Huber
United Artists 97 Mins.

LAVISHLY-PRODUCED AND EXCITING
HISTORICAL SAGA WHICH SHOULD
SCORE WITH THE FANS.

That adage,—it's not what you do, it's

the way you do it,—explains the merit of

this saga which represents another chapter

in the Winning of the West. Edward Small

has made his title and central character the

famous Kit Carson, scout and Indian fighter,

and depicts him as the crafty guide who
takes charge of a wagon train bound for

California along with a protective escort

of cavalry under the command of Captain

John C. Fremont. The strategy of either

leader,—particularly that of Carson,—is not

a whit more admirable than that of Producer

Small. The latter has hurled into the foot-

age an unusually large assemblage of soldiers

and Indians, with the result that, on the

count of pageantry alone, the film will con-

quer the onlooker. Its action is vivid and
exciting. Too it is well acted by Jon Hall,

as Kit himself; Lynn Bari, as the wealthy

and easy-on-the-eyes heroine; Dana An-
drews, as Capt. Fremont, co-suitor with Hall

for the Bari hand; and the supporting cast

whose members play their assigned roles

skillfully and with apparent relish. Direc-

tion by George B. Seitz is solid, and Camera-
men John Mescall and Robert Pittack make
the most of filming the magnificent back-

grounds of plain and mountain. The gran-

diose scale upon which the attraction is

made can best be cited by the fact that

there is almost a famine of fisticuffs. In-

stead there are surging sequences of mass
Indian attacks against the settlers and

soldiers; a war 'twixt the pioneers in South-

ern California and the hosts of a cruel and

ambitious Spanish governor, who is thwarted

by the former in giving birth to the Cali-

fornia Republic; and, of course, the rivalry

between Carson and Fremont, both militarily

and romantically. There's a lot of enter-

tainment in this feature, and it is geared

to score heavily with the myriad followers

of the outdoor epics.

CAST: Jon Hall, Lynn Bari, Dana Andrews,
Harold Huber, Ward Bond, Rene Riano,

Clayton Moore, Rowena Cook, Raymond
Hatton, Harry Strang, C. Henry Gordon,

Lew Merrill, Stanley Andrews, Edwin Max-
well, Peter Lynn, Charley Stevens, William

Farnum.

CREDITS: Director, George B. Seitz; Au-
thor, George Bruce; Musical Director, Ed-

ward Ward; Costumes, Edward Lambert;
Cameramen, John Mescall, Robert Pittack;

Art Director, John DuCasse Schulze; Film

Editors, Fred Feitshans, Jr., William Claxton;

Special Photographic Effects, Jack Cosgrove;

Special Effects, Howard A. Anderson; Set

Decorations, Edward Boyle.

DIRECTION, Solid. PHOTOGRAPHY, Ex-

cellent.

"Baker's Wife" 28th Week
"The Baker's Wife" goes into its

28th consecutive week at the World
Theater today.

Maurice Ransford; Editor, Robert Bischoff;

Music by Alfred Newman; Sound, E. Clay-

ton Ward and Roger Heman.

DIRECTION, Expert. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Excellent.

Fly Sees Pix Vital

To Television

(Continued from Page 1)

went to Hollywood and visited the
Warner Bros., RKO and M-G-M stu-
dios and as a result concluded that
the Commission in its considera
tion of television has not place
enough importance upon the pro-
duction phase of television.

"I think," he said, "that we may
have laid too little emphasis on the
production phase of television and
may have overlooked the vast fa-
cilities motion picture people have
to offer." He said there was no
doubt in his mind that the industry
could do a far better job of tele-

vision production than could the
broadcasting industry, and added
that the future of television could
not possibly help being united with
the film industry.
The FCC chairman revealed that

his visit to the Coast studios had
led him to give further considera-
tion to the possibility of the exhibi-
tion of television programs of sport-
ing events and news of national in-

terest on theater screens. "There
are vast possibilities there," he said,

"and I feel that the commission
should not overlook them." Fly
also stated that he had been some-
what disappointed, since his visit

to the Coast, to find that more film

studios had not applied for tele-

vision station permits.

6,900 Sign Harrisburg
Sunday Movies Petition

Harrisburg— Petitions containing
signatures of 6,900 registered voters
requesting that the issue permitting
Sunday movies in Harrisburg be
placed on the ballots in November
were filed yesterday in Dauphin
County Court by a committee of the-

ater managers headed by C. Floyd
Hopkins, Harrisburg representative
of Wilmer & Vincent. Only 1,506 sig-

natures are required.
Petitions were made in compliance

with the state law permitting a

referendum on a subject every five

years. Sunday movies were defeated
in 1935.

Republic to Start Seven
Pictures in September

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Eepublic will have

seven pictures going into production
the first three weeks in September.
On September 4, "Friendly Neigh-
bors," Armand Schaefer, associate

producer; September 5, "Belle of

Atlanta," no assignments as yet;

September 10, Gene Autry's "Mel-
ody Ranch," Sol C. Siegel, associate

producer; and "Texas Trail Blazers,"
a Mesquiteer, with Harry Grey, as-

sociate producer; September 16,

"Meet the Missus," Higgins Family
comedy; and "Doctor Satan," a ser-

ial with H. S. Brown, Jr., associate

producer; September 17, "Barn-
yard Follies," Armand Schaefer, as-

sociate producer.
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Des Moines Voting

On Duals Question

(Continued from Page 1)

;and 47.2 preferring double features.

At the Roosevelt Theater, showing
single, voting was 75.3 per cent for

J
ingle billing's and 24.7 for double
eature.

At the Paramount which has been
showing doubles, 67.7 per cent of

patrons voted for continuation of

doubles and only 32.3 per cent for

single features.
Tri-State officials said the voting

was unusually heavy with a lot of in-

terest in results.

British Blockade Slows
Italian Film Shipments

(Continued from Page 1)

' ations by the Italian government
were removed from Clippers flying

them to America at Bermuda, the
"Luce producing concern has in-

'formed the Ministry of Propaganda.
] It was also learned that a number
of fictitious reels of a supposed con-
quest of Kenya by Italian forces
have been confiscated by the British

. censors at different points.

It is believed here that Italian

distributors in America will have a
^severe shortage of product this win-
ter due to the blockade.
Due to the bombardment of Turin

and Milan by the RAF. the authori-

ties have ordered half of the the-

aters in both cities to close, and it

E's
expected theaters in other large

ities will also be affected.

Divergent Duals Views
Aired over CBS Forum

{Continued from Page 1)

consisting of a single feature and
• selected short subject. Trem Carr
:said duals give employment to many
iin production and are necessary as
-proving grounds for beginners.

Mrs. Leo B. Hedges, state chair-
3man of the motion picture division of

-the Parent-Teachers Ass'n, asserted
'double bills have killed "the family
audiences." Samuel Goldwyn main-
tained duals are keeping people away
from theaters and said audiences and
exhibitors prefer single bills. Mrs.
Arthur Beck, the former Leah Baird,
star of the silent screen, insisted that
:he public shops for bargains and
prefers double bills. I. E. Chadwick
daimed increased prices are too high
.or the masses to pay.

'1 Love You Again" Held
Over in 27 Situations

M-G-M's "I Love You Again" has
•halked up 27 holdovers in its first

19 key city engagements, exceeding
iormal business with percentages
•anging up to 223 per cent of nor-
nal in Kansas City. Heavy grosses
vere reported from Cleveland, At-
anta, Wilmington, St. Louis, Dayton,
Denver, Washington, D. C, and New
fork, where it is in its third week.

ALONG THE

• • • WALTER Wanger is comin' back to Broadway tonight

via his latest vehicle "Foreign Correspondent" which is be-

ing given a world premiere with all the glittering trimmings

at the institutional Rivoli It is not surprising that even our most

jaded film gentry hereabouts are looking forward eagerly to the

festive occasion since they view Mister Wanger as an ultra-pro-

gressive in the matter and medium of celluloid —blazing

trails So doing is certainly a very difficult task at best

because it requires courage, capability and a goodly dash of

genius

V V V
• • • LONG is the list of celebs invading the Rivoli

tonight It's not just a collection of prominent names

but a collection of distinguished people —and you'll admit

that there's a whale of a lot of difference 'twixt prominent

and distinguished For example you and any of us

in this biz can name a lot of prominent films which are

a long, long way from being distinguished Mister Wanger
has a way with him of fashioning attractions in the latter category

Among the other evidences that "Foreign Correspondent"

will measure - up fully to the most critical appraisement

is that the magic name of Alfred Hitchcock is associated so

prominently with it Mister Hitchcock's hobby is a good

husky steak That kind of dietary inclination rules out

any possibility of "Foreign Correspondent" being anything

but a rip-roarin', red-blooded affair You can't make the

Hitchcock type of pictures on any such fare as milk toast. . .

.

v v v
• • • TO this corner has come a request from the D of J's

Immigration and Naturalization Service that notice be published

that today commences the nation-wide registration of aliens

which important task will continue through Dec. 26 the registration

which is part of the National Defense program will take

place in the post offices of the nation Many citizens, the D of J

points out, have friends and relatives who are aliens and can

help the latter by calling the compulsory registration to their attention

plus, in many cases, assisting them with the actual registration

Co-operation with the Government on the part of all sec-

tions of filmland in connection with the registration is just

another way in which the industry can perform a patriotic service

v v v
• • • JOE W. Coffman who last week was elected exec.

v.-p. in charge of production for Consolidated Film Industries

celebrated the designation by flying his own plane to the Coast

Coffman has been flying for quite a spell but the aerial

jaunt from here to Sunny Cal was his maiden trans-con-

tinental venture He's scheduled to stay on the Coast for

about a month

V V T
• • • STUFF: Thanks, Ed Kuykendall, for what our friend

Irvin S. Cobb would term those "few kind words" Outa Chi whisks

word that Dr. Lee De Forest is developing a "television torpedo plane"

(Don't tell us that exhibs. have gotta put up with that kinda competition,

too!) If Frank Walker were named to all the posts reports have

named him to,—he'd have more titles than a pre-sound feature

Missing Statistic: How mucha those 101,881,075 passenger air miles

flown in the U. S. during July were contributed by Jimmy Grainger? ....

« « « » » »•

Expect Gov't Answer

To Decree This Week
(.Continued from Page 1)

ican Arbitration Ass'n Industry at-
torneys met with J. Noble Braden,
executive secretary of the AAA, and
discussed arbitration as practiced by
other businesses, principally the air

transport and fur industries. These
companies, it was said, have arbi-

tration boards in 17 cities and the

film plan may be patterned along
those lines.

Actual discussion of the machinery
as set forth in the decree was not
reached but this phase is expected
to be dealt with in subsequent meet-

85% of N. W. Exhibs.

Hold Off Buying Pix

(Continued from Page 1)

have to either close their theaters
or, if possible, further defer film buy-
ing. Strom emphasized that the
poll was not local but covered mem-
bers throughout the entire North-
west.

Three Companies Using
Special Gum Wrappers

Three companies have arranged
with the White Star Gum Co. for spe-
cial wrappers advertising their pic-

tures. Millions of sticks of gum
are being put into circulation through
direct theater contacts and the press
books. Columbia is distributing

gum sticks with special wrappers ad-
vertising "Arizona." Republic is

circulating "Scatterbrain" gum, while
United Artists is preparing to give
out thousands of sticks plugging
"The Westerner." The wrappers
name the picture on one side and
the theater on the other.

Century Plans Drive
Managers, district managers and

home office executives of Century
Circuit attended a pep-luncheon yes-

terday at the Warwick in connec-
tion with the circuit's Bonus Drive.
Brooklyn and Long Island houses
totaling 35 will participate in the
13-week drive which starts Satur-
'ay.

Who are the

Twenty Best

Directors

of the year

—

as selected by exhibitors and critics of

newspapers throughout the U. S. The

answer will appear in

THE FILM DAILY
1940

PRODUCTION GUIDE &
DIRECTORS' ANNUAL
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Axis Presses For All

Of European Market

(Continued from Page 1)

Government to eliminate all foreign-
made goods in order to bolster axis
business.
With all American companies now

forced out of business in Germany
and occupied sections of France;
with Italy banning all American-
made product, and pressure certain

to be brought to bear on supposed
axis partners and other countries
whose existence depends on their
bowing to the wishes of Germany,
American-made pictures may well
be out of Europe altogether in the
near future. Sweden, Finland and
a few of the Balkan countries are
the only European markets that re-

main open beside England, and the
future course of the war may re-

move these other countries as cus-
tomers.
The last remaining operator in

German territory among the majors.
Paramount, has been ordered out of
Germany by Sept. 12. Paramount
must immediately get out of Hol-
land and Norway, and has been told
to get out of what was formerly
Czechoslovakia by Oct. 1. No or-

ders regarding Belgium and Den-
mark were received by Paramount.
it was said, but it was expected that
instructions would be given to liqui-

date their business in those countries
also.

Artists Films to Make
21 Music Star Shorts

(Continued from Page 1)

able Oct. 1 and all subjects will be
restricted to showings in schools,
with Walter Gutlohn, Inc., of New
York handling distribution.

First two subjects completed star
Jose Iturbi and the Coolidge Quar-
tette. Among- others who will be
starred are Albert Spauldine. Rich-
ard Bonelli, Lily Pons, Nino Martini,
Mischa Elman, Josef Hoffman, and
Efrem Zimbalist.
Rudolph Polk is president of the

new company and Walter Lowendal
vice-president and production man-
ager. John Erskine will act in an
advisory capacity and will do com-
mentary for a number of the sub-
jects. Pictures will be made on 35
mm. film and released on 16 mm.

"Hawk" Clicks in D. M.
Des Moines—Opening- here at the

week-end on a single feature policy

at the Des Moines and Roosevelt
Theaters, Warners' "The Sea Hawk"
established a record gross for Sum-
mer business at both houses. Pic-

ture was put in on a single feature
policy in direct opposition to double
features at other houses as an ex-
periment.

"Amateur Angel" to Columbia
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Columbia has bought

"Amateur Angel" by Thomas Kil-
patrick. B. P. Schulberg will pro-
duce.

Fewer Triple Bills Noted in Chicago;
Only Six Advertised Over the Week-end

Chicago—Triple bills are sliding out of Hie Chicago theater picture. Only six houses
advertised triples over the week-end, while 21 theaters advertised premium offers.

Balaban Katz used five vaudeville acts at its Gateway and Congress Theaters on
the northwest side over the week-end, in addition to twin film bills for these houses.
The Warner circuit also used five acts of vaudeville, with a single feature, "My Favorite
Wife," at the Stratford Theater.

Eleven Pictures Start

This Week at Studios

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Eleven pictures are

scheduled to go into production this

week.

At M-G-M: "Comrade X," co-star-
ring Clark Gable and Hedy Lamarr;
"Hullabaloo," with Frank Morgan,
Billie Burke, Virginia Grey, Dan
Dailey, Jr., and Ann Morriss.

At Paramount: "I Wanted Wings,"
with Ray Milland, William Holden,
Brian Donlevy, Constance Moore,
John Wayne and Veronica Lake.

At RKO: "Mr. and Mrs. Smith,"
co-starring Carole Lombard and
Robert Montgomery; "Kitty Foyle,"
starring Ginger Rogers with Dennis
Morgan, Gladys Cooper, Ernest Cos-
sart and Eduardo Cianelli; Vogue
Production, "Li'l Abner," with Mona
Ray and Granville Owen.

At 20th Century-Fox: "Tin Pan
Alley." with Alice Faye, Betty
Grable, Jack Oakie, John Payne, Al-
len Jenkins, Elisha Cook, Jr., and
Ben Carter.

At Universal: "Flying News,"
with Richard Arlen and Andy De-
vine.

At Warners: "The Lady With Red
Hair," starring Miriam Hopkins
with Richard Ainsley and Claude
Rains.

At Monogram: Geo. W. Weeks'
second of the "Ranee Busters" ser-

ies, tentatively titled "Six-Shootin'
Serenade" with Rav Corrigan, John
King and Max Terhune.

At Pi-oducers Releasing Corn.:
"Rillv thp Kid and the Law." with
Bob Steele and Terry Walker. ,

At the Warner Studios
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, has add-

ed Mona Barrie and Fritz Leiber to

the cast of "The Lady With Red
Hair." Lou Pavne, second husband
of Mrs. Leslie Carter (the lady with
red hair) has be<m engaged as tech-

nical adviser. Script of "South of
Suez" is being revised by Michael
Hogan because of chaneing of stars

from Geore-p Raft to George Brent.
Script of "Hard Luck Dame" is be-
ing prepared by Robert Pressnell.

20th-Fox Buys Story
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has bought "Yankee Doodle Goes
to Plattsburg" by Delmar Daves
and Robert Horikins. That firm has
engaged Scott Fitzgerald to prepare
the script of "The Light of H^art"
and has assigned John Ford to direct

"Man Hunt." the re-titled "Rogue
Male." Dudley Nichols is working
on the script.

Chesterfield Pix Worry
Exhibs; See Competition

(Continued from Page 1)

are continuous throughout the day
with no admission charged. The
show runs one hour.

It is understood that this plan is

being put into effect in every key
city in the country, but it could not
be learned yesterday how many the-
aters have been rented.

Exhibitors and distributors yester-
day were alarmed at this plan. It

was asserted that the film houses
will certainly lose customers in areas
where this show is put into a com-
peting house, and the distributors
see a loss of a large amount of plav-
ing time. The Century, Consoli-
dated and Brandt circuits have leased
houses to the Chesterfield company
here.

It was stated that one method of
renting the theaters is to pay the
exhib. ten cents a seat for the day,
with a different method used for the
larger and better equipped houses.
Theaters already contracted for cover
an area from the heart of New York
Citv to Freeport. L. I.

What action will be taken by dis-

tributors and exhibitors to offset

this plan, if any, will probably be
determined after some definite check
is made on how much damage it is

doing to their business. One exhibi-

tor, when asked vesterday by The
Film Daily what he would do, stated
that he would put blown-up ads of

rival cigarettes in his lobby free of

charge.

The two subjects comprising the
show are a three-reel picture of the
<~,

he=terfield air show featuring Fred
Waring and his Pennsylvanians and
"Tob^ccoland U.S.A."

Exports of Projection

Goods Dropped in July

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington— Exports of photo-

graphic and proiection goods in Julv
rlronnpr] $214,000 compared to July
of 1939, the Commerce Department
reports. Julv. 1940 figure was re-
ported at $1,198 000 compared to $1.-

419, 000 for the same month of 1939-
The seven-month period endins- in

Julv also decreased compared to the
same neriod of last, vear. The seven
month neriod for 1940 was reported
at $9 371.000 compared to $1.1.211.-

000 for the same period of 1939
representing a drop of $1,840,000.

Resume Sunday Shows
Sanford, N. C.—Board of aldermen

recently authorized R. P. Ross<n\
theater operator here, to resume fh°
showing of Sundav movies which
had been banned for some time.

RKO's 26-Week Het

Set al $220,819

(Continued from Page 1)

ferred stock of a subsidiary com-
pany in hands of the public, RKO's
profit for the first six months of
1940 was $1,425,592.27. Deprecia-,
tion and taxes totalled $1,058,385.70,*
while provision for dividends was
listed at $146,387.50.

It was pointed out in the state-
ment of earnings by W. J. Merrill,
treasurer, that the figures are in part
estimated and subject to audit and
adjustment at the end of the calen-
dar year.

"Kit Carson" Opens
In Six Denver Houses

(Continued from Page 1)

company of stars and celebrities
marched through town. The turnout
is believed to have surpassed the

J

one recently accorded to Wendell
Willkie.
The following stars, headed by Jon

Hall, who has the title role in "Kit
Carson." arrived in Denver at 8:45
A.M. Lynn Bari, Fay Wray, Astrid
Allwyn. Anita Louise, Charlie Rug-
gles, William Farnum. Jack La Rue.
Raymond Hatton, Harold Huber.
Carole Landis, Ward Bond, Sabu.
John Hubbard, Dana Andrews, Rene
Riano, C. Henry Gordon, Florence
Bates and Tom Brown.

Following a reception, given by
the Denver Chamber of Commerce,
the celebrities and executives were
taken to a luncheon at Harry Huff-j

man's famous Shangri La. At 6:30

P.M. a dinner for the stars, visit-

ing press and all participating com-
mittees was given bv the official com-
mittee of the Kit Carson premiere.

"Kit Carson" opened in six the-

aters; The Denver (designated as

the official premiere theater), the

Paramount, the Broadwav. the Rial-

to and the Aladdin. Although the

premiere had been scheduled orig-

inally for four theaters, the over

whelming demand for tickets ne"°f

sitated the inclusion of The Aladdir

and the downtown subseauent Taboi

as added starters to handle th<"i

overflow.
Following the giant premiere. th<

celebrities proceeded to the Civi

Auditorium for the official Movi •

Ball.

The film was heartily acclaimed :

Newspaper men predicted it woul<

be a decided success at the bo:

office.

The Hollywood contingent leave

for the Coast today after a luncheo^

sponsored by the Rocky Mountai:.

Screen Club.

Eugene Phalen Dead
West Allis, Wis. — Eugene A,

Phalen, 64, owner of the Allis The-

ater and former state assemblymai
is dead here. Phalen served as pres ;

dent of the West Allis fire and polic

commission for many years and als

on the city council. His house i

recent years has been leased bv Fo:|

Survivors are his wife and a daugl
ter.
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PUBLIC HEARINGS ON DECREE START TUES.

Partial Report on Decree is Expected Tomorrow
Scher and Hayes to Meet
With Industry Lawyers
On Settlement

A partial and unofficial report on
ie Government's attitude toward

. ei tlement of its equity suit against
he industry is expected tomorrow
vhen attorneys for the film com-
anies meet with James Hayes and
Robert Scher, assistant attorney
jenerals, in New York.
While no definite answer is ex-

pected until reactions of independent
xhibitors have been obtained, some

(Continued on Page 3)

Jernerd Quits Brit,

irand National

Jeffrey Bernerd has resigned as
o-managing director of British
irand National but will retain his

nterest in the company. This was
nnounced following the acquisition
f GN by British Lion in London
n Monday.

Bernerd said yesterday in New
"oik he would handle a picture just
rrived from England, "Frightened

(Continued on Page 3)

William Eddy of NBC
?o Direct B & K Tele

~. -.

William C. Eddy, NBC tele execu-
ive, will resign Sept. 1 to direct the
•alaban & Katz television activities
i Chicago, it was disclosed yester-

1
'.ay. Eddy will supervise installa-

(Continncd on Page 4)
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RKO in Direct
Deal With Iceland

With the signing of a distribution
contract for the 1939-40 product with
Cardar Thorsteinsson, of the Gamta Bio
Theater, Reykjavik, Vice-President Phil
Reisman of RKO Radio Pictures announces
that a direct distribution deal has been
signed for the first time with Iceland.
This territory was formerly controlled
through the RKO Radio Denmark office.

MPTOA, ALLIED, ITOA TO WASH'TON
Kuykendall Calls Executive Committee As Other Groups

Plan To Offer Decree Objections

Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA president,

has called his executive committee to

attend the consent decree hearings
in Washington on Tuesday, he an-
nounced yesterday in White Sulphur
Springs, W. Va., where he is attend-
ing the convention of the West Vir-
ginia Managers Ass'n. At the same
time it was learned that Harry

Brandt, ITOA president, would head
a group which would lodge protests
against certain clauses in the pro-
posed decree. Allied leaders also
will be present to present their views.
Indications are that all three organi-
zations are in harmony, for once,
on one point—complete dissatisfac-
tion with the clause limiting the sale
of pictures to groups of five.

Scophony American

Debut Shortly

Sol Sagall, head of Scophony tele-

vision, is due in New York from Lon-
don momentarily to launch the Amer-
ican branch of the company. Two en-
gineers are accompanying him for
the purpose of preparing the Sco-
phony equipment for demonstration
purposes. A New York theater has
been leased for the Scophony debut
in this country. Scophony will man-
ufacture sets ranging from full

screen size to home models.

Plan for Co-Operative
Poster Exchanges Talked

Philadelphia — George P. Aarons
and a group, including some exhibi-
tors, are reported forming a plant
for the production of screen process

(Continued on Page 7)

Col. Proposes Cohns

Receive Full Salary

Restoration of salary levels pre-
vailing prior to September, 1939, for
Harry and Jack Cohn is proposed in

Columbia's proxy statement for the
company's annual meeting scheduled
for Sept. 18.

Under the proposals, President
Harry Cohn would again receive $2,-

500 a week, an expense account of
$300 weekly, plus 12 per cent of the
profits in excess of the required di-

(Continucd on Page 4)

326 Penn. Communities
To Vote on Sunday Shows

Harrisburg, Pa.—Motion picture
interests and church groups in Penn-
sylvania are turning their attention
to a drive to arouse public interest

(Continued on Page 4)

Ml Countries Lost to U. S. Pix
Extent of Loss Seen in Para. Foreign List

Reserved Seat Policy

In St. Louis Clicking

St. Louis—New policy at the Fan-
chon & Marco Ambassador Theater,
calling for reserve seats and only one
evening show, has started off success-
fully. It went into effect last Fri-
day with "The Sea Hawk." Evening

(Continued on Page 7)

Eleven countries have been
dropped from Paramount's publicity
lists, indicating the extent to which
the war has crippled the foreign
market. In a breakdown of the pub-
licity service status to the foreign
field, George Fraser, manager of the
foreign publicity department, pointed
out that the following countries have
been dropped from all lists:

Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia,
(Continued on Page 4) '

Thurman Arnold to Open
Door For Objections or
Suggestions to Decree
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — One of the most

significant steps in working out a
consent decree was taken yesterday
by the Department of Justice, when
it was announced that public hear-
ings will begin next Tuesday, Sept.
3, at 10:00 a.m. in Assistant At-
torney General Thurman Arnold's
office, in Washington.

Full opportunity will be accorded
all interested parties who wish to

(Continued on Page 7)

Arbitration Talks

OH Until Next Week
Further discussions between indus-

try representatives and the Amer-
ican Arbitration Assn., relative to an
arbitration system for the motion
picture industry will be withheld un-
til after Labor Day. J. Noble Bra-
den, executive secretary of the AAA,

(Continued on Page 7)

Premiere of "Foreign
Correspondent"

Walter Wanger made film industry

history last night at the Rivoli The-
ater with the world premiere presenta-
tion of his "Foreign Correspondent,"

—

the Alfred Hitchcock production which
the latter also directed. A capacity
audience, including a host of disting-

uished personages in American life,

thrilled to the marrow at the irresist-

ible dramatic force of this picture which
recounts the experiences of a young
American newspaper correspondent in

Europe as he attempted to tear away
the veil of international intrigue im-
mediately preceding the present war.
At the conclusion of the film, which
ends with one of most spectacular se-
quences in motion picture annals,

—

coupled with an inspiring message to

the people of the United States in this

hour of crisis,—the genius of Wanger
and of Hitchcock were cheered to the
echo. Joel McCrea, as the interpreter

of the title role, turns in a brilliant

performance, as does each member of
the notable cast which includes Laraine
Day, Herbert Marshall, George Sanders,
Albert Basserman and Robert Benchley.
Every technical department of the film

is of standout character. Comments
of the exiting audience furnish eloquent
proof that "Foreign Correspondent" is

among the very top-flight attractions to

emerge from Hollywood. —MORRIS
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riNANCIAL
(Tuesday, Aug. 27)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat VM V/4 7'/4 — Vs

Col. Picts. vtc. (2Vi%)
Columbia Picts. pfd

Con. Fm. Ind Vl Vl Vz
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd

East. Kodak 127 127 127

do pfd •

Gen. Th. Eq 9'/8 9Vg 9Va + Vs

Loew's, Inc 24'/2 24 24'/2 + 1/4

do pfd
Paramount 5% 5y4 5V4
Paramount 1st pfd. .. . 73 73 73

Paramount 2nd pfd
Pafhe Film 83/8 8 8% + !4
RKO
RKO $6 pfd 341/2 34'/2 341/2

20th Century-Fox
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd

Warner Bros 2'/4 2V4 2%
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3V2s46 . .

102i/
2 102V4 102V4 — %

Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55

Para. Picts. cv. 3V4s47 89 88Vg 89 -f-l'/4
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

id" ':'.'.'.'.

RKO Announces Winners
In "Paradise" Contest

Only 65% D. M. Patrons
Vote on the Duals Issue

Sonotone Corp.
Technicolor 10 10
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

"Brigham Young" on Air

First radio broadcast plugging

new season product of 20th-Fox has

been set for Sept. 20 on the Kate

Smith hour, at which time Tyrone

Power, Dean Jagger and Mary As-

tor will dramatize "Brigham Young."

Company has ambitious plans to

plug other top product via the same

medium as the season progresses.

Ned E. Depinet of RKO Radio
Pictures yesterday- announced the
branch winners in the "Escape to

Paradise" billings contest which
ended in mid-August. Prizes, which
are distributed to the exchange
leaders among managers, salesmen,
office manager and bookers, were
awarded for three groups. Leaders
in group 1 were Montreal, (H. F.
Taylor, manager) first, and Cleve-
land, (G. Lefko, manager) second;
Group 2—Albany, (B. G. Kranze,
manager) first, and Salt Lake City,

(H. C. Fuller, manager) second;
Group 3—New Orleans, (P. M.
Baker, manager) first, and St.

Louis (R. V. Nolan, manager) sec-

ond.

Milestone to Direct

First United-RKO Pic

Lewis Milestone has been signed
by United Producers to direct the
first picture which this company will

produce for RKO Radio release.

William Hawks is head of this new
producing unit which will produce
three pictures annually for the next
three years under terms of a deal

recently completed by J. J. Nolan,
vice-president in charge of studio

operations for RKO Radio.
Announcement of the first picture,

which will be filmed from one of

numerous valuable story properties

owned bv United Producers, will be

made at an early date.

Cash Prizes Ordered Out
Of Two Holyoke Theaters

Holyoke, Mass.—Two local the-

aters have been ordered to discon-

tinue the practice of awarding- cash
prizes in connection with their en-

tertainment, Mayor Toepfert reveals.

The theaters were running a "Klon-
dike Night" each week. Mayor
Toepfert said that no local theater

will be allowed to give cash prizes

for any type of "contest" and that

violators will be penalized by having
their Sunday licenses suspended.

Tohn Freuler Returning
To Picture Industry

John R. Freuler, pioneer producer,

has announced that he is returning
to the production and distribution of

feature pictures.

Tentative plans for the
_
1940-41

season include, four special fea-

tures, with select casts, and twelve
westerns to be made in Hollvwood.

Freuler is also connected with the

American Film Corporation, Chi-

cago, which is disposing- of its lab-

""tory equipment to make way for

large scale production work.

Reissue Temple Pix
Astor Pictures has set Sept. 1 as

national release date on "Pardon
My Puns," first of a series of four
two-reel reissues starring Shirley

Temple. The balance will be re-

leased every month thereafter.

Des Moines—Tri-State officials an-
nounced yesterday only 65 per cent

of patrons were taking part in the
single vs. double feature ballot at

three houses to determine its future
policy, and believed the 35 per cent
non-voting customers indicated satis-

faction with the current programs.
Single features lost some margin

at the Roosevelt which now shows
only one film, but continued to top
the double feature vote by 72 per
cent against 28 for doubles in voting
which included the Monday night
house.
At the Des Moines downtown house

the single feature vote climbed with
57 per cent in favor of singles

against 43 per cent for double bills.

The Des Moines now has singles.

At the Paramount, now showing
doubles, the twin combo gained in the
ballot with 73 per cent in favor
against 27 per cent for singles.

COmiRG and G0IIIG

Emerson Yorke Appoints
Koppel to New Division

Emerson Yorke, head of Emerson
Yorke Studio, producer of theat-

rical and informative films, an-
nounces the appointment of Mitchell
I. Koppel as manager of his newly
created Industrial Film Division.

Koppel was formerly special head-
quarters representative in the East
and Southwest for Alexander Film
Co. and prior to that owned and op-
erated his own commercial film stu-

dio in Dallas.
Addition by Yorke of this new In-

dustrial Division automatically
broadens the scope of this producer's
activity which will now include com-
mercial stop-slide, minute movies
and "short" shorts in both black

and white and color.

Eastern Service Studio

Now Running in Black

Eastern Service Studios is in the

black after a period of concentration
on industrial pictures. Seven indus-

trial pictures are now in production
at the Long Island plant and others

are in preparation.
It is reported that the studio has

not been in the black for several

years, due partly to unsuccessful ef-

forts to attract feature producers.

Since going after the non-theatrical

accounts, the studio is reported to

be on a paying basis.

Harvey Pergament Buys
Rights to "Mein Kampf"

Harvey Pergament who recently

severed his affiliations with National
Pictures Corp. and who planned to

make a personal sales trip through
South America has postponed his

trip temporarily as he has lust ac-

nuired the United States rights to

the film "Mein Kampf-My Crimes"
and is now making the arrangements
for its distribution before making
the South American tour. "Mein
Kampf-My Crimes" was produced

in London.

RAYMOND GRIFFITHS, associate producer fo'

20rh-Fox, and ROBERT MONTGOMERY ant

MRS. MONTGOMERY, arrived here yesterda'

from the Coast on the Washington.

JAMES CACNEY and his wife are at thi

Sherry Netherland.

JAMES PETRILLO, prexy of the AFM, is ,(
pected to return to New York today or torm
row from Chicago.

RALPH BELLAMY and MRS. BELLAMY an
j

stopping at the Sherry Netherland.

SOL SACHS, manager of the RKO exchangi
in Dallas, is in New York for home office eon
fabs.

SOL SAGALL, head of Scophony, is due her
this week from England.

F. H. CILDEMEYER, manager of the West
ern Electric Co. of Cuba, has arrived here
a combined business trip and vacation.

ADELA ROGERS ST. JOHNS, screen write
and novelist, left for Hollywood last night
the Century.

RICHARD GREENE, English actor, sailed la:

night for Europe on the Samaria to join tr

English army.

MARK HANNA and JOHN McLAIN fly bat
to the Coast tomorrow.

HARRY NACE of Phoenix, HARRY DAVID
Salt Lake City, TRACY BARHAM of Cincinn=
and JOHN FRIEDL of Minneapolis arrived

Chicago yesterday for a meeting of Paramoui
partners.

Para. Partners Find Tax
Increase Serious Problem

Chicago — Paramount Partner
meeting here, expressed the opinio

that mounting theater taxes are
serious problem for exhibitors.
Those who arrived here yesterda

are Harry Nace of Phoenix, Han
David of Salt Lake City, Tracy Ba
ham of Cincinnati and John Friei

of Minneapolis.

RKO Suit vs. I, L & S
Subsidiary Settled

Chicago — Suit against Southei
Theaters Properties, J, L & S su;

sidiary, by RKO and Orpheum Th
ater for film rentals, was settled 01

of court. Johnny Jones says
amicable agreement was reached 1

the parties involved.

J, L & 5 Sells Dearborn Theater

Chicago — The Jones, Linick
Schaefer circuit yesterday sold i

Dearborn Theater to the Harry Ba
aban Circuit.

ABBYE
ERRAND

<47*Ŵ 4
SERVICE
Circle 6-5314
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Partial Reports

Expected Tomorrow

{Continued from Page 1)

lint as to the ultimate decision may
je forthcoming.
>«.Meeting is said to have heen sched-
lid primarily for the purpose of

nscussing various phases of the pro-
posed arbitration system.
Meanwhile, it is understood that

ndustry attorneys will mark time
antil the public hearings in Wash-
ington have been concluded.

20 British Actors Appear
n Movie for Red Cross

Vest Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—More than 20 British

•layers and directors took part yes-
eiday in the filming of the all-star

ilm for the Red Cross titled "Raft-
rs Ring." RKO Radio, which is

nderwriting the picture, will also

istribute it. Only persons to be
•aid for their services, it is stated,

' re Robert Stevenson, director who
X /rote the novel, and W. R. Lipscomb

.ho made the screen adaptation.
The cast includes Vivien Leigh,

"harles Laughton, Merle Oberon,
iracie Fields, Cary Grant, Herbert

I larshall, Laurence Olivier, Sir

'edric Hardwicke, Basil Rathbone,
X laude Rains, Nigel Bruce, Ronald
f 'olman, C. Aubrey Smith, Freddie

-I Jartholomew, Brian Aherne, Anna
.

T
eagle, Madeleine Carroll, Greer

:•; parson and Ray Milland. There is

possibility that Charles Chaplin

3i 3 /ill appear in the film. Herbert Wil-

H 2ox and Alfred Hitchcock, possibly
ssisted by other British directors,

nil have charge of the production.

Suit Started Against "U"
a 1931 is Discontinued

r Suit of American Feature Film Co.
g.iinst Universal Pictures Co., in

;1 -hich the plaintiff sought $1,350,000
amages in a complaint filed in 1931,
as discontinued yesterday in the
ederal Court.
The plaintiff claimed to have had

xclusive distribution rights in New
England to all features produced
nder the trade name Jewel, and
lso to all shorts, under two five-

ear contracts expiring in 1928. The
Dmplaint asserted that the defend-
nt had charged $1,350,000 in excess
.f the prices fixed by the contracts
n negative costs.

tene Raymond Joins "Smith"
'est Coast Bureau of THE FILM DATLY
Hollywood — Gene Raymond has
een added to the "Mr. and Mrs.
mith" cast at RKO Radio, joining
arole Lombard and Robert Mont-
omery. Production starts Tuesday
ith Alfred Hitchcock directing.

o Write "Knute Rockne" Score
Warner Bros, has commissioned
arry Rosenthal to write a sym-
honic score for "Knute Rockne, AU-
merican." The composer will play
ie piano part at the film's premiere
i South Bend, Ind.

ALCNS THE

with PHIL M. DAL>
T T T

• • • OUR latest cinematic-diplomatic news is that Hopa-

long Cassidy may go to Canada to exercise his heroics in

the Dominion's settings of scenic splendor At least that's the

report from our squib-scouts across the border When you think it

over 'twould be a right logical step for Harry Sherman to

take as the celluloid chaperone of Hopalong's destiny To begin

with Canada's western lands are replete with magnificent scenery

and Mister Sherman is truly the Great Provider of such back-

grounds in his productions Next. Bill Boyd who essays the

role oi Hoppy would be an even more glamorous figure depicted

as an aid to and surrounded by the Royal Northwest Mounted

Police Additionally, that kind of film would net a degree of

valuable variety and contrast to the Hopalong sagas

T T T
• • • THERE'S another side to the possible northward hop

of Hopalong which is that Canada would warmly wel-

come the making of some of the Sherman productions there

Our neighbor to the north is immensely pleased that Cecil B.

DeMille has currently glorified the Mounties via his brilliant

Paramount picture and feel that if Mister Sherman were

to pick-up the baton well, it would be a grand and glorious

thing 'cawse until Mister DeMille came forth to make his

"Northwest Mounted Police" that fine body of men's prestige

was suffering as the result of carelessly fashioned Hollywood

films dealing with the Mounties The way Canada feels

toward DeMille and Sherman is a big and deserved com-
pliment to both

T T T
• • • THOSE sunlight arcs of Charles Ross which flooded

the facade of the Rivoli last night were rivalled in brightness

by the lustre of the celebrities who invaded the theater's portals to

witness the world premiere of Walter Wanger's Alfred Hitchcock

production of "Foreign Correspondent" It was a great launching of

a great picture for when the returns are in at the conclusion

of the new 1940-41 season this attraction is bound to be

ranked as a turnstile-turner de luxe Looking about at the

soup and-fish, blue-blooded. Who's Who throng this scribe's orbs

espied Producer Wanger, Joan Bennett, Jules Brulatour, Hope Hampton

Harry Hopkins, Herbert Bayard Swope, Ilka Chase, the Nate

Spingolds, License Commissioner Paul Moss Jack Alicoate, Nelson

and Winthrop Rockefeller, Conde Nast, Capt. W. H. Pashley, U.S.N., and

Mrs. Pashley Major Edward Bowes, Merlin H. Aylesworth, Paul

Warburg, Sir William Wiseman Gabriel Heatter, Harry Cohn, Don

M. Mersereau, Adam Gimbel Katherine Brown, Mrs. Averill Harri-

man, James Montgomery Flagg, H. V. Kaltenborn, Betsy Roosevelt, Mrs.

Felix M. Warburg, Frank Croninshield Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Kahn.

Basil O'Connor, Lucius Beebe, Oscar Serlin, Murray Silverstone

Harry D. Buckley, Lynn Farnol, Ralph Bellamy, Arthur W. Kelly,

and then someone yelled "Curtain"

T T T
• • • TO make the yesterday even more socially glittering

the Museum of Modern Art Film Library solons feted

in the afternoon Rene and Mrs. Clair Among those present

were Mr. and Mrs. John Abbott, Miss Iris Barry, Robert and Mrs.

Sherwood, John Hay Whitney Edward M. Warburg, Gus
Eyssel, Jack Alicoate, Clayton Morgan, Arthur Mayer, Jean Murat,
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Preston, and Jean Carlu

*< « « » » »

Bernerd Quits Brit.

Grand National

(Continued from Page 1)

Lady," which he said was excellent

and would offer it for the American
market. He also will be associated
with the handling of "Pastor Hall"
which was bought for distribution by
James Roosevelt.

British Grand National will con-
tinue as producing company.

Shoot Scenes at Premiere
Of "Young" for Exhibs.

A special short subject depicting
scenes at the multiple opening of
"Brigham Young" in Salt Lake City
last week is being produced by 20th-
Fox for showing to exhibitors only,

it was announced yesterday. The
reel will be shown to exhibs. in all

the company's exchanges in the U.
S. and Canada, preceding trade show-
ings of the film.

Over 2,000 feet of film was shot
by the company at the premiere, with
Lowell Thomas serving as commen-
tator on the final edited job which
will run 500 feet.

Palace in Minneapolis
Reopened by Bill Elson

Minneapolis—The Palace Theater,
dark since Gordon Greene moved to

the Minnesota Theater over two
years ago, opened its doors to the-
atergoers Friday. It is under the
management of Bill Elson, former
7th Street Theater head. Elson, who
just completed a deal with Minne-
sota Amusement Co. to operate the
house, will show second-run pic-
tures and a ten and fifteen cent ad-
mission. This policy is identical with
the 7th Street, which gave way to
building wreckers several weeks ago.

New WE Line

Western Electric Co. announces a
new line of speech input equipment,
custom-built to meet the individual
needs of film studios, regardless of
size or operating requirements.

F. R. Lack, manager of the com-
pany's Specialty Products Division
asserts the new equipment achieves
this flexibility of function by em-
ploying the principle of unit con-
struction in both its electrical and
mechanical aspects.

20th-Fox Borrows Lamour
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has borrowed Dorothy Lamour
from Paramount for the role of a
circus bareback rider in "Chad
Hana." She replaces Mary Beth
Hughes in the Henry Fonda-Linda
Darnell vehicle.

Month of P.A.'s for Mickey
Mickey Rooney is scheduled to

come East in the near future for a
month of one-week personal appear-
ances in a miniature revue at Loew
theaters in Cleveland, Pittsburgh,
Washington and New York.
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11 Countries Lost

To American Films

(Continued from Page 1)

Denmark, Esthonia, Germany, Hol-
land, Italy, Latvia, Norway and Po-
land.

Countries to which Paramount
sends material to their own offices for
distribution are as follows: Australia,
Colombia, Egypt, England, Finland,
France, Guatemala, Hungary, Ja-
maica (agent), Netherlands East In-

dies, New Zealand, Nicaragua
(agent), Puerto Rico, South Africa
(agent), and Spain.

Countries in which newspapers
are serviced direct from the home
office are listed as follows: Argen-
tina, Brazil, British West Indies,

Bulgaria, Chile, China, Costa Rica,

Cuba, Ecuador, French Indo-China,
Honduras, India, Japan, Jugo-Slavia,
Mexico, Morocco, Panama Paraguay,
Peru, Philippine Islands, Portugal,
Roumania, Straits Settlements,
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Uru-
guay, Venezuela.

William Eddy of NBC
To Direct B & K Tele

(Continued from Page 1)

tion and then operate the station to

be erected by the theater firm which
is affiliated with Paramount Pictures,
Inc. Eddy, who has been with NBC
for three years, was formerly asso-
ciated with Philo T. Farnsworth in

conducting television experiments.

Saenger Circuit Signs
For Republic's Program

New Orleans—James R. Grainger,
Republic's president and general
manager of distribution, disclosed

here yesterday the closing of a deal

by the terms of which the Saenger
circuit and its affiliates get Repub-
lic's 1940-41 product.

In addition to Grainger, the pro-
ducer-distributor company was rep-

resented in the pact's negotiations by
Arthur C. Bromberg, Southwest
franchise holder, and Leo Seichsnay-
dre, New Orleans branch manager.

Gaston Dureau and Levere Mont-
gomery acted for the Saenger inter-

ests in the deal.

From

THE FILM

DAILY to

D. Manheimer

Governor Price to Attend Richmond Ball

After Premiere of "Howards of Virginia' 9

With final arrangements practically set by Columbia for the premiere of "The How-
ards Of Virginia" in Richmond on Sept. 4 at three theaters, it was announced yester-

day that Governor James H. Price of Virginia would be the partner of Miss Martha Scott,

co-star with Cary Grant in the film, for the grand march which will open the Howards
of Virginia ball at the John Marshall Hotel in Richmond that night. The ball will fol-

low p.a.'s by Miss Scott and Director Frank Lloyd at the three houses where film will

bow that evening.

New Amusement Firms
Chartered in Albany

Albany — Corporations chartered
here last week include:
Triumph Theaters, Inc., New York

City, capital 100 shares non par value
stock, operate motion picture the-
aters. Seymour L. Colin, Irving
Winter, Philip Weiss, incorporators.
Papers filed by Continental Lawyers
Albany Service, 305 Broadway, New
York City.

Empire Pictures Co., Inc., capital

100 shares no par value stock, dis-

tribute motion pictures. Charles B.
Paine, Wm. Berry, Esther Paine,
incorporators. Charles B. Paine,
1600 Broadway, New York City, at-

torney.
Harlem Broadcasting Co., Inc.,

New York City, capital $20,000, op-
erate broadcasting station. Joseph
Deighton Gibson, Marie Louise Gib-
son, Reuel M. Jordan, incorporators.
Reuel M. Jordan, 209 W. 125th St.,

New York City, attorney.
Hemisphere Films, Inc., New York

City, capital $20,000, distribute mo-
tion pictures. John P. Austin, A.
Lloyd Symington, J. Bateman Young,
incorporators. Milbank, Tweed &
Hope, 15 Broad St., New York City,

attorneys.
Lee Lord, Inc., New York City,

capital $20,000, exhibit motion pic-

tures. Natalie Landy, Max Reichen-
thal, Julius Markowitz, incorpora-

tors. Eugene L. Jabush, 1440 Broad-
way, New York City, attorney.

DISSOLUTIONS
Berkshire Theater Corporation,

Brooklyn, has filed a certificate of

voluntary dissolution at Albany.
Gransit Amusement Company, Inc.,

Brooklyn, has filed a certificate of

voluntary dissolution in the office of

the Secretary of State.

Two Pix at Advanced
Prices in Wilmington

Wilmington, Del.—Policy of upped
admish scales for big pix is being
tried here this week with "Boom
Town" at Loew's and "The Sea
Hawk" at the Warner, both opening
Friday.
Both filmers operate normally at

44c top, including defense tax, but
this week go to 60 cents.

Defense tax was paid by patrons
here with little or no squawk, as

nublic appeared eager to do its bit

in this regard.

"Pride" Biz Continues Strong

Business for Monday of the third

week of M-G-M's "Pride and Pre-

judice" at the Radio City Music Hall

topped that of Monday of the first

week. The film will be held for a
fourth week.

Gen'l Outdoor Adv. Co.
Reports $539,143 Net

Report of General Outdoor Adver-
tising Co. for the quarter ended June
30, 1940, shows a net profit of $539,-

143, after usual deductions, together
with provision for retirements and
amortization of advertising display
plants. Profit for the span is equal,

after quarterly dividend require-

ments on 6 per cent cumulative
preferred stock and $4 cumulative
Class "A" stock, to 63 cents a share
on 624,625 no-par shares of common.

This compares with net of $605,-

612, equal to 73 cents a share on
629,322 common shares in June quar-
ter of 1939 and a net loss of $165,-

536 for quarter ended March 31,

1940.

As compiled from company's quar-
terly reports, the six months ended
June 30. 1940, indicates a net profit

of $373,607, equal to 14 cents a share
on common, comparing with net
profit of $361,514 or 12 cents a com-
mon share in the first half of 1939.

Col. Proposes Cohns

Receive Full Salary

(Continued from Page 1)

vidends on its $2.75 preferred con
vertible stock. Jack Cohn, vice-presi
dent, would be paid $1,500 weekly,.'
$200 weekly expense account, plu^

,,

per cent of the annual profits in ex
cess of the required preferred divi

dends. Both men took a 33 1-3 pe
cent cut last year.

Profit sharing arrangements ar<

proposed limiting Harry Cohn fron :

receiving more than $3,500 weekl;
and Jack from being paid more thai
$2,000.

Promotions Announced
In Two RKO Exchanges

Two promotions have been made
from within the office ranks at the

RKO Radio Sioux Falls and Des
Moines exchanges. Al Hill, formerly
office manager in Sioux Falls, has
been appointed office manager and
head booker in Des Moines. Marvin
Wolfish, formerly a booker at the
Minneapolis branch, becomes office

manager in Sioux Falls. Ernie Lund
has joined the organization, suc-

ceeding Wolfish as booker in Min-
neapolis, and Douglas Desch, for-

merly branch manager for several
independent producing and distrib-

uting companies in the Kansas City
territory, has been named office man-
ager in Dallas. The changes were
brought about through the resigna-
tion of Robert E. Helms and Tim
Evans, office managers in Dallas and
Des Moines, respectively.

Two New Houses for Havana
Construction of two new theaters

in the heart of Havana was reported
yesterday by F. H. Gildemeyer, man-
ager in Havana of the Western Elec-
tric Co., Inc., of Cuba, to be setting
a new standard for modern houses in

that territory. Both theaters will

be in a new 14 story building. Gilde-
meyer will return to Cuba about
Oct. 15.

Hitter at Convention
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va.

—

Tex Ritter, Monogram star, will ap-
pear at the West Virginia Managers'
convention which opened here yes-
terday.

326 Penn. Communities
To Vote on Sunday Shows

(Continued from Page 1)

in the November vote on Sunda
movies. Three hundred and twenty
six communities are expected to vot
on the issue as the deadline for filin

petitions, Sept. 5, to have the ques
tion placed on the ballots, &\
proaches.
The 326 communities expected t

vote on the question again this yea
were last privileged to decide on tli

issue in 1935. At that time 16

municipalities voted in favor of Sui
da-" movies, while 158 voted again:
them.

"Brigham Young" Clicking

Salt Lake City—"Brigham Younj
played to the biggest Saturday ar

Sunday business in the history <

the Centre, following the seven-th
ater premiere Friday night. In fi

an extended run, the 20th-Fox fil

topped house records for "Alexa
der's Ragtime Band" and "Jes
James" in the first two days aft

|

the premiere.

WEDDING BELLS

Pittsburgh—Mike Shapiro, who o

erates several theaters in this di

trict, and is treasurer of the loc

Variety Club, has announced the e

gagement of his daughter, Ruth
Shapiro, to David Hadburg, of Hon'
stead, Pa. The wedding will ta

place in the early Fall.

Cleveland—Sept. 14 has been ;

for the wedding of Rose Sudnn
Paramount switchboard operator,
Casimir Masters of this city. T
ceremony will take place at Di
levy's Hall and will be followed bj

reception.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAI

Hollywood— Barbara Denny, i

tress daughter of film player R<

inald Denny, was married on Sund
here to James W. Simmons, ne
writer. Thev will make their ho
in Beverly Hills.

Chicago—Stanley Krueger, m
ager for Essaness Embassy Theat|

will marry Miss Lorene Dueho tl

week.
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HOWARDS OF VIRGINIA
SEPTEMBER 19th

(General Release Date)
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Virginia is looking forward eagerly to Columbia's world premiere of "THE HOWARDS OF VIRGINIA",
which will take place September 4th at three Richmond theatres simultaneously, the Byrd, the State and the

Westhampton. Never before has an attraction played a triple day-and-date engagement in Richmond. After

this pre-release premiere, the picture will continue at all three houses for an extended run.
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DESTINED TO MAKE SCREEN HISTORY WORTHY OF
THE TREMENDOUS BACKGROUND THAT INSPIRED IT!
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LOVE . . . LAUGH AND WEEP WITH THEM!
Live their wondrously exciting romance! See them build

a nation in the wilderness! Let yourself be swept along

by the relentless tide of a struggle so momentous the

screen has ^t— never seen its mighty equal!

Aristocrat . . spirited, stub-

born . . yet eager to dare all

. . . for the man she loves!

From "THE TREE
OF LIBERTY"
by Elizabeth Page screen play by Sidney Buchman

with Sir Gedric Hardwicke, Alan Marshal, Richard Carlson
Presented by FRANK LLOYD PICTURES, Inc.

JACK H. SKIRBALL, Associate Producer

Produced and Directed by FRANK LLOYD

PRINTED IN U.S.

A
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Decree Hearings

fo Start Tuesday

[Continued from Pane 1

1

|-egister either objections to the pro-

posed decree or voice their approval
' make suggestions, it was an-

: ^mced.
/Practically all exhibitor groups
|ire expected to send spokesmen to

•egister their views with the depart-
ment. The hearing will be on the
Aug. 13 draft of the proposed decree,

lis modified by the new escape clause
announced last week in New York.
The block-of-five arrangement is ex-
Dected to undergo attack, par-
:icularly by Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA
lead, and Abram F. Myers, Allied
general counsel, who doubted the
.visdom of such an arrangement at

:he Neely bill hearings.

Reserved Seat Policy

In St. Louis Clicking

(Continued from Page 1)

shows start at 8:30 with a price scale

of 50-75 cents. House now has 60
days clearance over competing the-
aters, against a previous protection
of 28 days.

Canadian Film Industry
Aids Army Camp Shows

Toronto — In military camps all

over Canada soldiers' theaters have
been established. Nightly these
military film theaters are crowded
by army men who gather to see reg-
ular motion picture shows which are
changed there just as they are in

city centers. Twenty-two of these
film theaters in military camps are
being operated by the YMCA, which
has obtained 22 modern projection
machines and has enrolled the ser-

vices of 22 licensed operators. The
-Knights of Columbus and the Can-
adian Legion also are playing a big'

pai-t in providing film shows for the
Dominion's soldiers.

The Canadian film industry and
the soldiers' organizations are co-
operating in this work on behalf of

the soldiers through a special com-
mittee of which two of the leading,'

officials are N. L. Nathanson. presi-

dent of Famous Players Canadian
Corp., and Col. John A. Cooper,
president of the Motion Picture Dis-
tributors and Exhibitors of Canada.

Hart Named Assistant
Chairman Edwin F. Jaeckle of the

Republican State Committee has an-

Inounced the appointment of Vincent
G. Hart, former assistant attorney-
general, as his assistant. Hart has

|

taken a three-months' leave of ab-

sence from his law firm, Friend, Hol-
brook, Reiskind & Hart, for the dura-
tion of the campaign. He formerly
was with the MPPDA.

Republic Adds to Cast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Republic has added

Lois Ranson, Spencer Charters and
John Hartley to tin cast of "Friend-
ly Neighbors," new "Weaver Bros, and
Elviry film.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

JOHN CROMWELL. Born, 1888, Toledo, Ohio. Educated, Howe School, Howe,
*^ Indiana. Started with the Cleveland Stock Company as an actor. Went to

New York and became affiliated with William A. Brady as an actor and stage
manager; later directed for Brady for 12 years. In 1923, branched out on his

own, produced and directed "Tarnish," "Plucky Sam McCarver," "The Silver

Cord," "Women Go On Forever." While directing and playing in "The Racket,"

in Los Angeles in 1928, signed to Paramount fea-

tured player's contract. Soon became a director,

and among his pictures have been "Of Human
Bondage," "Little Lord Fauntleroy," "The Prison-

er of Zenda," "Algiers," "Made For Each

Other," "Abe Lincoln in Illinois." As free-lance

director, recently completed "Victory" for Para-

mount. Now directing "Flotsam" for Loew-
Lewin, United Artists release. Fond of horses

and the outdoors. Has ranch in Hidden Valley,

40 miles from Hollywood, here he raises thorough-

bred horses and relaxes between pictures. Goes
to New York once or twice a year to see the new
Broadway plays. Married to the former Kay John-

son, and has two children.

I16UJS Of TH6 DAY
Miami, Fla.—Dade Theaters, Inc.,

of Miami, has been chartered by R.
P. Terry, A. Prothro and R. O. Burr.

Orlando, Fla. — Vogue Theater
Corp., this city, has been chartered
with capital of 10 shares, par value
$1,000 each, by G. C. Diamond,
Norma Butt and J. A. Cargill.

Albuquerque, N. M. — George
Tucker has been named city man-
ager for the Texas Consolidated
houses here. He is being trans-
ferred here from Amarillo to suc-
ed Arthur Esberg, who has re-

signed to go into business for him-
self.

Cincinnati—Metro's William Dev-
aney is general chairman for the
Queen City Variety Club's 6th an-
nual golf tournament, to be held
September 16, at the Summit Hills

Country Club. More than 250 prizes,

now being received at the M-G-M
exchange, will be awarded. Lun-
cheon, dinner and a field day of

sports will be included in the ac-

tivities. John Allen, M-G-M, is in

charge of tickets.

Janesville, Wis.—John Kunzman,
Sheboygan, has been elected presi-

dent of the Wisconsin Association
of Stage Employes and Projection-
ists. Other officers named are Jack
Warner, Milwaukee, vice-president;
Steve Thomas, Racine, secretary,
and Stanley Przlomski, Kenosha,
treasurer.

San Jose, Calif.—James Lima,
general manager of the San Jose
Amusement Co., announces the ap-
pointment of Ray Kelsall as man-
ager of the Victory Theater.

Chicago—Alderman Bryan Hart-
nett, chairman of the Council spe-
cial committee, says an ordinance is

being drafted to prohibit theaters
from attaching advertising banners
and flags to marquees, which proj-

ect over the sidewalks.

Detroit — Harris Silverberg, Na-
tional Screen Service manager, who
is being transferred to Chicago,
will be guest of honor at a testi-

monial banquet tendered by Detroit
Variety Club in the Book Cadillac
Hotel's Crystal Ballroom on Thurs-
day, September 12.

Toronto—Featured by a balcony,
a new theater will be built in To-
ronto at 600 Queen Street, West, for

M. Rittenberg, owner of the Or-
pheuin Theater, situated next door,

which the new playhouse will re-

place. It is understood the new
house will be approximately a 700-

seater. Cost of the structure has
not yet been announced. Construc-
tion work will start at once.

Cincinnati — Sixty-eight picture

theaters in greater Cincinnati are
aiding the work of the local Traffic

Safety Council by exhibiting short
and to-the-point messages distrib-

uted by the council.

New Haven—Bald Eagle Film
Productions, producers of 16 mm.
film here, has concluded negotia-

tions for Canadian distribution

through General Films, Ltd. of Re-
gina.

Hartford — The 4,000-seat State

Theater reopens Friday with the

Andrews Sisters and Joe Breese and
his orchestra as stage headliners,

after being closed for the summer.
Ted Harris is again at the helm.

Chicago—The Warner circuit will

institute a series of book reviews at

its Paramount, Jeffrey and Beverly
theaters, starting the week of Sep-

tember 16.

Arbitration Talks

Off Until Next Week
(Continued from Page 1)

left yesterday for a brief vacation
and conferences will be resumed upon
his return next week.
Braden was on vacation a few

weeks ago and was called back to

New York for parleys with consent
decree negotiators who were, seek-
ing an equitable arbitration plan.

Plan for Co-Operative
Poster Exchanges Talked

(Continued fiom Page 1)

theater advertising accessories,
30x40's, 40x60's, etc.

Plans call for the establishment
of exhibitor co-operative poster ex-
changes in various film zones, the
purpose of which is to provide the
exhibitor with high quality advertis-
ing accessories at a low cost.
Aarons has had years of experi-

ence in the screen process line, hav-
ing been associated with a screen
process production plant operated on
a co-operative basis by poster men.
As an ultimate outcome of the

above a new all-service theatrical
printing company may result with
possible headquarters in Philadel-
phia.

Policy and Personnel
Shifts in Wilmington

Wilmington, Del.— Warners' Ar-
cadia will reopen Saturday with
"All This and Heaven Too," taking-

over second-run policy from Queen
which gets the first-run westerns
formerly featured at the Grand
Opera House. Latter will continue
with thrillers but at reduced admis-
sion scale.

A. J. Vanni, district manager, an-
nounced yesterday shifting of Sidney
Munter, manager, Queen, to the Ar-
cadia and Frederick Leopold, man-
ager. Grand, to the Queen. Manager
of the Grand is to be announced
later, it was stated.

Baynard J. Barnes, assistant man-
ager. Aldine. was appointed secre-

tary to Vanni, with Herbert H. Slat-

tery, chief of service, Warner, upped
to assistant managership at Aldine.

Aldine, Warner and Savoy other-
wise are unaffected.

Rosenberg Adds One
Pittsburgh—M. A. Rosenberg, who

owns and operates the Rialto The-
ater in this city and is president of
the MPTO of Western Pennsylvania,
has just taken over the Colony and
Parkway Theaters in McKees Rocks,
Pa., from Al Glazer. The latter will

devote his entire time and activities

in the future to the 16 mm. film busi-

ness which he recently entered.

Ruth Hussey With Tracy
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Ruth Hussey has been

assigned to the role opposite Spencer
Tracy in M-G-M's John Steinbeck
story, "Tortilla Flats."
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« REVIEWS Of THE DEW flLHIS .V
"Flowing Gold"

with John Garfield, Frances Farmer,

Pat O'Brien

Warners 82 Mins.

ACTIONFUL AND FAST-MOVING
STORY OF OIL WILDCATTERS IS GOOD
ALL AROUND FILM FARE.

With an able trio of performers in the

persons of John Garfield, Frances Farmer

and Pat O'Brien, heading the cast, this story

of oil wildcatters should nicely fill the needs
of exhibitors for general use. It has plenty

of action, a good pace and cohesive con-

tinuity. In addition to the stars of the film,

a strong supporting cast has been provided.

Raymond Walburn, Tom Kennedy, Cliff

Edwards and Granville Bates handle sup-

porting roles solidly. Alfred Green directed

from a screenplay by Kenneth Garnet. Film

yarn is based on the Rex Beach novel. Ex-

hibs. have marquee names that have fol-

lowings for the purpose of exploitation, and

the action contained in the story can also

be exploited to good advantage.

Garfield, a fugitive from the law who has

killed an oil company stooge in a free-for-

all fight, is a drifter in the oil fields in his

search for a job. While seeking a job he

prevents Ed Pawley, a drunken bully, from

killing O'Brien, who has just fired him.

O'Brien recognizes Garfield as a wanted
man, but hires him anyway as appreciation

of what he has done for him. Garfield

flees when police come looking for him,

but meets O'Brien again on another job

where he is digging a well for Raymond Wal-
burn, a wildcatter, and his daughter, Frances

Farmer.

Miss Farmer and Garfield clash, but al-

though she thinks she is in love with O'Brien,

Garfield soon replaces him in her affections.

About to quit the job because of his fear

of the police, Garfield stays to run the

job and brings in the well before the option

expires when O'Brien breaks his leg.

An exciting climax winds up with Garfield

and his bride going East to face trial, with

every hope that he will be freed.

CAST: John Garfield, Frances Farmer, Pat

O'Brien, Raymond Walburn, Cliff Edwards,

Tom Kennedy, Granville Bates, Jody Gilbert,

Edward Pawley, Frank Mayo, William Mar-

shall, Sol Gross, Virginia Sale, John Alex-

ander.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, William

Jacobs; Director, Alfred Green; Screenplay,

Kenneth Garnet; Based on a novel by Rex

Beach; Cameraman, Sid Hickox; Editor,

James Gibbon.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Hold 'Tastor Hall" Second Week
Philadelphia — It was announced

yesterday that "Pastor Hall," Eng-
lish-made anti-Nazi film being dis-

tributed by James Roosevelt, would
be held a second week at the Aldine
Theater. Picture has been playing to

near capacity throughout its first

week's run, it was said.

Start 'Tot o' Gold" Oct 1

"Pot 0' Gold," first James Roose-

velt production for United Artists

release, will go before the cameras
on Oct. 1, it was announced yester-

day. It was also announced that

James Stewart has been signed for

the lead role.

"River's End"
with Dennis Morgan, George Tobias,

Elizabeth Earl

Warners 69 Mins.

ENTERTAINING ADVENTURE MELLER
HAS PLENTY OF ACTION AND AN ABLE
CAST.

This picturization of the well known
James Oliver Curwood novel, "Rivers End,"

should please audiences generally where ac-

tion fans are in the majority. The outdoor

locations are beautiful, the uniforms of the

Northwest Mounted Police are colorful, the

direction is good, and the cast is able, and
the action is plentiful.

Dennis Morgan does nicely in a dual role

as a police sergeant and a hunted man.

George Tobias adds another fine character-

ization to his record, and should get lots

of laughs. Elizabeth Earl, an English girl,

makes a favorable impression, and good
support is provided by Victor Jory, James
Stephenson, Edward Pawley and Steffi Duna.

Ray Enright gets credit for a neat directing

job.

Morgan is accused and convicted of a

murder, although innocent. He makes a

break from the courtroom and gets away to

the woods with the help of Tobias, a good

friend. Morgan then takes over his Mountie

role and pursues the escaped man. They
finally meet, but the Mountie is dying and

Morgan takes care of him and pleads with

him to assume his character as a police-

man and go back and find the real killer.

This he does, with complications arising in

the form of Miss Earl, who is the sister of

the dead Mountie. However, after a con-

siderable amount of suspense and action,

he proves who the killer is and is vindicated

of all charges.

CAST: Dennis Morgan, Elizabeth Earl,

George Tobias, Victor Jory, James Stephen-

son, Steffi Duna, Edward Pawley, John

Ridgely, Frank Wilcox, David Bruce, Gilbert

Emery, Stuart Robinson.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, William

Jacobs; Director, Ray Enright; Screenplay,

Barry Trivers and Bertram Millhauser; From

a novel by James Oliver Curwood; Camera-

man, Arthur L. Todd; Editor, Clarence

Kolster.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

"U" Will Release 13

Lantz Color Cartoons

Universal will release 13 Walter
Lantz color comedy cartoons during
the 1940-41 season, it was announced
yesterday. Andy Panda, cartoon
character created last season by pro-

ducer Lantz and his staff will be the

central figure in the new series.

Other animated characters to be fea-

tured in the shorts include Oswald
The Rabbit, Li'l Eight Ball, Win-
chester The Turtle and a number of

new ones which are being developed
by Lantz and his artists.

First of the new cartoons, "Andy
Panda's Crazy House," will be re-

leased September 9. Two others
nearing completion, "Recruiting
Days" and "Knock-Knock" will fol-

low. Lantz will produce on the Uni-
versal lot.

"Dance, Girl, Dance"
with Maureen O'Hara, Louis Hayward,

Lucille Ball, Virginia Field, Ralph Bellamy

RKO Radio 90 Mins.

STRONG HUMAN INTEREST MUSICAL
DRAMA WITH APPEAL FOR ALL BRACK-

ETS OF FILMGOERS.

There's a lot of entertainment packed

into this Erich Pommer production, which

is essentially a Cinderella story recounted

in a pleasing atmosphere of music, dancing,

comedy and romance. The comely and cap-

able Maureen O'Hara is the ambition-filled

Cinderella seeking a mate and aspiring co-

incidentally to stardom in the ballet,—al-

though for fulfillment of the latter she is

comparatively unequipped. There is con-

siderable pathos in her battle to achieve her

dual goals, and not a little tragedy. Against

this will to win the heart of Louis Hayward,

a wealthy and maritally-entangled New
York playboy, and escape from the drudgery

of a twenty-five-per-week dancer in the

metropolitan honky-tonks, the astute Pro-

ducer Pommer and Director Dorothy Arzner,

take full advantage of the Vicki Baum story

and the Tess Slesinger-Frank Davis screen-

play to stage some magnificent ballet se-

quences plus a bevy of torrid burlesque num-
bers.

As a consequence, there is through-

out the footage a pack of class and mass

appeal which should satisfy every bracket

of adult patronage. Lucille Ball, cast in

the role of a riotously popular blonde bur-

lesque queen, is a superb asset to the film's

tempo, both via her characterization and

her rendition of two peppery song numbers,

"Mother What Do I Do Now?'' and "Jitter-

bug Bite," which, with "Morning Star,"

comprise the score. The supporting cast is

meticulously chosen, including such solid

players as Virginia Field, Ralph Bellamy,

Maria Ouspenskaya, Mary Carlisle,—to name
but a few.

There are some surprising twists

toward the finale, chief of which is the

delightful Maureen O'Hara finding happi-

ness, not in the person of her playboy flame,

but in that of the substantial Bellamy. Here,

in summation, is a feature attraction with

power and ability to score in all situations.

CAST: Maureen O'Hara, Louis Hayward,
Lucille Ball, Virginia Field, Ralph Bellamy,

Maria Ouspenskaya, Mary Carlisle, Katherine

Alexander, Edward Brophy, Walter Abel,

Harold Huber, Ernest Truex, Chester Clute,

Lorraine Krueger, Lola Jensen, Emma Dunn,
Sidney Blackmer, Vivian Fay, Ludwig Stos-

sel, Erno Verebes.

CREDITS: Executive Producer, Harry E.

Edington; Producer, Erich Pommer; Direc-

tor, Dorothy Arzner; Author, Vicki Baum;
Screenplay, Tess Slesinger, Frank Davis;

Musical Director, Edward Ward; Director

of Photography, Russell Metty; Special

Effects, Vernon L. Walker; Art Director,

Van Nest Polglase; Associate, Al Herman;
Set Decorations, Darrell Silvera; Dances,

Ernst Matray; Gowns, Edward Stevenson;

Recording Director, Hugh McDowell, Jr.;

Film Editor, Robert Wise; Assistant Director,

James H. Anderson.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPHY, Ex-

cellent.

H€Ll_y>VCCD

SPEAKING--
^— By RALPH WILE =

—HOLLYWOr*
DOB HUSSEY, Paramount's able, dap>w radio contact man, is vacationing wirf

his Mrs. at Lake Tahoe, which is a pop-

ular spot with members of the film colony

• •
I IKE father, like son. Max, son of Jake
* Wilk, of Warner Bros., who is a formei

press and advance agent, is handling the

publicity for a strawhat theater at Cohas-

set, Maine. He recently put over a ful

page of photos of Madge Evans, appearing

at his strawhatter, in a Boston paper.

/"*\UR Passing Show: S. Charles Einfeld,

^"^ Harry Wurtzel, James Townsend, Majoi

Nathan Levinson, Mark Hellinger, Julei

Seltzer, Louis Lipstone, Tom Somylo at the

preview of "Flowing Gold"; Nate Blumberg
Cliff Work, Milton Feld, Jack Gross, Ed-

ward F. Cline, Bill Thomas, Tay Garnett

Eddie Sutherland, Brod Crawford, Ale>

Gottlieb, lunching at Universal City.

• »

DAVE BUTLER, Charles Christie, Kin;

Vidor, Vic Orsatti, Bob Cobb, John Mad
Brown, Marshall Duffield, Edmund Lowe, J

Carrol Naish, Edward F. Cline and At

Schaumer were among the members of th<

film colony composing a team opposing .

nine of "old time stars" of the diamond ii

a game for the benefit of the British Wa
Relief fund. Artie Schaefer, one-time Nev

York Giant, led the former stars.

• •
K/jORE Passing Show: Robert North, Wil
'"' liam Berke, John H. Auer, Joe Santley

Jerry Colonna lunching at Eaton's, near Re

public; Marie Wilson motoring to Paramount

• •
rtlRECTOR William Keighley has beei

"^ named to an honorary professorship a

University of Southern California to conduc

a weekly seminar in motion picture direc

tion. His class will be open only to advancer

seniors and graduate students.

/^RANViLLE OWEN has been signed fo

^^the role of Li'l Abner in the pictur

"Li'l Abner" which Albert S. Rogell is direct

ing for Vogue Productions for RKO release

Owen, an unknown in pictures, is a grad

uate of the San Jose State College, and a

amateur boxing champion of the Pacifi

Coast.

• •

GEO. W. WEEKS has started shootin

on "Six-Shootin' Serenade," which '

the tentative title of the second in hi

"Range Busters" series for Monogram. Ra

Corrigan, John King and Max Terhune hea

the cast with Roy Luby directing.

DICHARD THORPE, who recently com

^* pleted direction of M-G-M's "Bad Ma
of Wyoming," is now reading several Nei

York stage successes optioned by his studii

as possibilities for his next vehicle. In addi

tion, Thorpe has already gone over tw

novels and several short stories with th

same idea in mind. One of these manu

scripts is being considered seriously, bi

a decision will wait until the plays a:

thoroughly gone over.

%/



PRIDE AND PREJUDI
4th Week Radio City Music Hall!

(only three other pictures have ever done it .')

I LOVE YOU AGAIN
3d Week Capitol, N.Y., Cleveland, Seattle,

San Francisco and 2nd Week in 27 First

|
runs with Philadelphia and Des Moines

playing two theatres day and date.

BOOM TOWN
3d Week at advanced prices in 7 out of

9 test engagements with Cincinnati con-

tinuing indefinitely. Booked at advanced
prices in San Antonio, Dallas, Pittsburgh

for 2 weeks and Philadelphia for indefi-

nite run. Also booked at advanced prices

in two first-run theatres day and date at

Chicago and Seattle.
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Advertising built the studios in Hollywood.

Advertising built the movie theatres ... big and

little.

Advertising made movies a habit as well as a pastime.

Advertising made showmanship a business instead

amble.

mmm

1

And advertising is going to keep it in the BLACK

... and nothing else but.

But that advertising must be up to the minute . .

.

novel , . . interesting . . . appealing. That advertising

must have CLASS and SALES PUSH and STREAM-

LINE EFFECTIVENESS. That advertising must

GLAMOURIZE your theatre . . . GLAMOURIZE your

product . . . SHOWMANiZE this industry . .

.

It must make people stop

to look...and stay to BUY.

<£?'

-JtffflO

******

EEIt

mum Best Sellers

in the Business!
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International in Scope
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LAN ONE EXPORT UNIT FOR ALL MAJORS

TEN CENTS I

U.K. Producers For Exemption Extension Move
J. S. Would Buy Few
British Pix if Exemption
s Allowed to Expire

London (By Air Mail)—British

roducers are counted upon to warm-
support any move by U. S. dis-

ribs. here to extend the order ex-
mpting films from the Government's
xchange control measure after Oct.

1.

The original Treasury order, is-

ued under the Defense Regulations,
ideed was as great a blow to British
roduction as it was to the American
ompanies desirous of using frozen
emittances to acquire British fea-
res for American distribution.

The exemption decision, follow-
ng discussions between the trade,

(Continued on Page 6)

Jazi Threat Over

A of T's "Ramparts

A representative of the German
mbassy yesterday called at the
Tarch of Time office to protest
ainst the inclusion of portions of

le German film, "Baptism of Fire,"
i M of T's feature, "The Ramparts
e Watch." Louis de Rochemont
st evening said that the embassy
ireatened legal action through Ufa,

< istributor of "Baptism" in the U. S.

the grounds that the picture was
(Continued on Page 3)

lousand Expected
it Myers Testimonial

New Jersey Allied has made ap-
-oximately 1,000 reservations for

|ie testimonial dinner to Abram
Myers, general counsel of na-

|onal Allied, at the President Ho-
(Continued on Page 6)

Circuit Heads Talk
Defense Plan Today

Special committee of circuit operators
will meet today in Washington with
Government officials on national defense
plans, it was learned yesterday. Harry

||
Brandt and other circuit heads will at-
tend from New York. Sessions are
scheduled to last throughout the day.

Modification of Blue Laws Recommended
By Delaware Democrats at Convention

Wilmington, Del.—The Democratic state convention yesterday made no mention
of Sunday movies in adopting the following blue-law revision plank: "We recommend
that the antiquated restrictive legislation commonly known as the 'blue-laws' be modified.
We further recommend that the state statutes that have been construed by the attorney
general in a manner to prevent the playing of harmless games of chance be amended."
Governor Richard C. McMullen was nominated for a second term.

Condemn 5-Pix

Block in W. Va.

White Sulphur Springs, W. Va.

—

The West Virginia Managers' Ass'n,

in session here, passed a resolution
condemning the proposed consent de-
cree in the Government's anti-trust

suit against the majors, censuring
especially the five-picture clause.

J. C. Shanklin, vice-president, pre-
sided in the absence of S. J. Hyman,
president. Matters of local interest

concerning taxation, labor, slot ma-
chines, school shows, etc., were dis-

cussed at length.
Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA prexy,

(Continued on Page 3)

"Westerner" to Open

In 100 Texas Cities

Following the world premiere in

Fort Worth on Sept. 19, Samuel Gold-
wyn's "The Westerner" will be shown
in 100 Texas cities. It is believed by
some that this constitutes the larg-
est number of bookings arranged in

one state at the same time.
The Majestic Theater, Dallas, will

present the picture on the day after
the world premiere and will then be
shown in Houston, Austin, Galveston,
Tyler, Beaumont, Port Arthur, El
Paso, San Antonio and others to

(Continued on Page 6)

Production Spurt Noted
In Mexican Studios

Mexico City—September will see

five pictures go before the cameras

here in the biggest production spui't

in some months. Dolores Del Rio

has been signed to star in Chano
Urueta's production of "Santa,"

(Continued on Page 3)

Test Runs for "Brigham'
To Determine Policy

Eight pre-release dates for "Brig-
ham Young" at advanced admission
prices have been set by 20th-Fox,
it was announced yesterday. Com-
pany is testing the admission hike
in selected spots to determine
whether or not it will ask increased
admissions generally. Dates set are

(Continued on Page 3)

Consider Cancellation Bights
Report Consent Decree Draft May Be Revised

Oklahoma Exhibs. Oppose
"Five Picture" Clause

Oklahoma City, Okla. — Morris
Loewenstein, president of the The-
ater Owners of Oklahoma, Inc., this

week wrote to Thurman Arnold, as-
sistant attorney general in Wash-
ington telling him that Oklahoma
exhibitors were opposed to the 5-

picture contract in the consent de-
(Continued on Page 6)

Revision of the consent decree to

include some form of cancellation
looms as a possibility. Flood of pro-
tests against the proposal to limit

the buying of pictures to blocks of

five is reported to have had some
effect in Washington.

Reliable sources indicate that the
gist of letters to the Department of

Justice imply definite objections to

the clause embodying this restric-

tion, especially as it pertains to the
(Continued on Page 3)

To Handle Distribution

In All Foreign Markets
Except Great Britain

Creation of a central export com-
pany to handle all foreign distribu-
tion of major companies, with Great
Britain probably an exception, has
been under discussion for some time
now by the American majors as a
possible answer to Nazi, Italian and
other monopolies, it has been learned
by The Film Daily.

Plan, which is still nebulous, is

said to have resulted from earlier

discussions held by the majors re-

garding the creation of a monopoly
to deal with Italy after ENIC was
formed by the Italian Government.
However, this plan fell through and
the majors withdrew from the coun-
try.

It is asserted that there are no
(Continued on Page 6)

Resume Decree Talks

In New York Today

Prelude to actual settlement talks

in connection with the Government's
equity suit against the industry is

scheduled for today when two assist-

ant attorney generals are to meet
with attorneys for the so-called "big
five."

It is understood that the Govern-
(Continued on Page 3)

Col. Clarifies Report
On Cohns' Salaries

Columbia yesterday clarified and
corrected a report that the salaries

of President Harry Cohn and Jack
Cohn, vice-president, would be re-

(Continued on Page 6)

Chesterfield Show
In 115 Houses Here

Total of theaters now rented for the
Chesterfield free shows in this area has
reached 115, it was learned yesterday.

Fabian and Randforce circuits have also

leased houses to the agency in addition
to other circuits previously mentioned
Pix Theater on 42nd Street will have
the Chesterfield show running all day
on Sept. 11-12.
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FINANCIAL
l(Wcdncsday, Aug. 28

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat 7% 73/8 73/8 + Va
Col. Piers, vtc. (2i/

2%>
Columbia Picts. pfd.. 18 173A 18 + %
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... V/2 7Vi IVi — Vs
East. Kodak 1283/8 127'/4 1283/8 + 13/8
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9 9 9 — Vs
Loew's, Inc 25 25 25 + Vi
do pfd 1003/4 1003/4 1003/4 — 1%
Paramount 5Vz 514 5%
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 8% 8i/4 83/8 + '/8

RKO 2i/
2 2'/2

2i/
2 + Vs

20th Century-Fox
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 23/8 23/8 23/8 + i/

8

do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3V2S46
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 '/4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 10 10 10
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45.. 64 66
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59'/4 62'/2

W. C. Browne Here
Buying Studio Equipment

W. C. Browns, vice-president of
Commerce Pictures Corp. of New
Orleans, is in N. Y. buying up studio
equipment for the company's new
studio and laboratory. It will pro-
duce and distribute films for the new
coin machines, manufacturing the
machines as well.

Higher Prices, Extended
Time Necessary—Skouras

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Exhibitors must in-

crease admission prices and must
give meritorious pictures every pos-
sible day of playing time, said Spyros
Skouras, president of National The-
aters, addressing a gathering of Fox
West Coast managers. He pointed
out that it has been proven conclu-
sively that people are willing to pay
if suitable entertainment is given
them.

Skouras declared that any person
hired by National Theaters must be
100 per cent American. He also
stated that any employe who volun-
teers for war service or is drafted
is assured of his job when he returns
with an honorable discharge.

Skouras stated that National The-
aters' cash balance is $6,000,000,
placing the organization in an excel-
lent position to carry on its work.

Cooper-Paramount Staff

Re-aligned by Huffman

Lincoln, Neb.—City Manager R.
W. "Bob" Huffman, confronted with
the second resignation of one of his
top managers in two months, re-

aligned his staff for the local J. H.
Cooper-Para, theaters this week.
Harvey Traylor goes to the Lincoln,
Paul Anderson gets the Stuart, and
Gene Shanahan, the Nebraska. Shift
was made after M. E. Lofgren went
to Central States Theaters (Harry
Warren) in York, Neb. from the
Nebraska, and Ed Vaughan went to

the opposition Cooper circuit, West-
land Theaters, in Greeley, Colo,

from the Lincoln. Greeley job was
vacated by George Monroe, Jr., who
entered a partnership deal with his

father at the new Fort, in Kearney,
Neb.

FCC Grants Cincy Tele

Permit to Crosley Corp.

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — FCC yesterday

granted the Crosley Corp. a construc-

tion permit for a new television sta-

tion in Cincinnati. The proposed
station will operate experimentally
on television channel No. 1 (50,000

to 56,000 kilocycles) with 1 kilowatt

aural and visual power, A3 and A5
emission.

Initial cost of the station is esti-

mated to exceed $100,000.

From

THE FILM

DAILY to

R. M. Savini

Hanah Kass

Mack Liftman

Releases for September
Listed by Warner Bros.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, will re-

iease four pictures during Septem-
ber.

"Calling All Husbands," with Er-
nest Truex, Lucile Fairbanks, Flor-

ence Bates and George Reeves, will

be released September 7. "No Time
For Comedy," co-starring James
Stewart and Rosalind Russell, will

be released September 14. "City
For Conquest," co-starring James
Cagney and Ann Sheridan, will be
released September 21. "East of the

River," with John Garfield, Brenda
Marshall, Marjorie Rambeau and
William Lundigan, will be released

September 28.

"Knute Rockne—All American,"
starring Pat O'Brien, previously an-
nounced for September 15 release,

has been set back until October 4.

Fifth Avenue Playhouse
Shifts to Spanish Pix

Abandoning its 17-year-old policy

of presenting French film premieres
and international screen revivals,

the Fifth Avenue Playhouse an-

nounced yesterday the theater will

present a season of Latin-American
films starting in mid-September.
All films shown will have English
sub-titles.

Support of Central and South
American Consulates, travel agen-

cies and foreign language teachers

and students has been enlisted by the

theater in a campaign aimed to in-

terest the public in the neighbor-
ing southern countries. First release

is the Eisenstein-Mary Seton film of

Mexico, "Time In The Sun."

Mayors Proclaiming
"Boom Town" Openings

"Boom Town" openings through-
out the country are taking on the

significance of civic events, M-G-M
reported yesterday, citing premieres
today in Waterbury and Worcester
which are being accompanied by offi-

cial proclamations marking Boom
Town Days in those Loew-Poli open-
ings.

In Hartford, Mayor Scully has pro-
claimed the opening as "Boom Town
Week," and in Worcester Mayor
Bennett issued a statement making
that city "Boom Town for a Day."

Columbus, Ohio, where "Boom
Town" starts a run tomorrow will

launch a "Boom Town" week coin-

cident with the Loew's opening.

RKO Signs Two Circuits

Ned E. Depinet of RKO Radio
Pictures has announced the closing

of deals for 1940-41 product with
two additional circuits. These are
Affiliated Theaters, comprising 27
theaters, and Theatrical Managers
Circuit, twenty-one houses. Eastern
Central District Manager Charles
Boasberg and Branch Manager R. E.
Churchill of Indianapolis were in

charge of negotiations for RKO Ra-
dio in the two deals.

COmiM and GOiriG

JOSEPH M. SCHENCK is here from the Coas

HARRY BRANDT goes to Washington tod,
on national defense plans.

ROBERT CILLHAM returns tomorrow to h
desk at the Paramount offices from a Coa
trip.

iNORMAN AYERS, Warner branch manage
Boston, is in the city conferring with Roy Maine
Eastern and Canadian sales manager.

GALE PAGE, upon completing her role
Warners' "Four Mothers," will come to Nc
York for a month's stay.

J. L. HALPER of the Warner studios is sto
ping at the Warwick.

CLARENCE HILL and ED HINCHEY were
Albany at the mid-week conferring with M.
Silver, Warner zone manager, on next seaso
product.

SID SAMSON, Buffalo manager for 20th Ce
tury-Fox, was a mid-week business caller
Albany.

Y. FRANK FREEMAN is scheduled to reti
to the Coast tonight.

MORRIS EBENSTEIN of Warner Bros, ho
office legal department, left last night
American Airlines for the Coast studios.

Monogram Releases Five
New Films in September

Five films will be released
Monogram Pictures during the mor
of September. The initial feati
is "Who Is Guilty?" starring H
Lyon and Barbara Blair.

Frankie Darro heads the cast

'

the second film, "Up In The Ai
A super horror film, "The Ape," t

the third picture of the mon
Screen bogey-man Boris Karloff
starred in the film version.

The fourth film, "That Gang
|

Mine" stars the original East S
Kids, Bobby Jordan and Leo Gore
Joseph Lewis directed from Willi
Lively's screenplay.
Parachute troops are shown

the first time in a motion picture
John T. Neville's foreign leg
story, "Drums Of The Dese
Monogram's final September relet

"Outsider" Opens
The Alliance picture, "The C

sider," opens a first-run week's
gagement at Loew's Majestic T
ater in Bridgeport today. The
ture has also been booked by

j

Interstate Circuit for first-runs
j

Harwichport, Chatham, Hyannis, i

Plymouth, all spots in Massac
setts.

THE SHORTEST DISTANCI

BETWEEN TWO POINTS I!

tostal
Telegraph

CHARGES FOR TELEGRA

j

'PHONED IN APPEAR ON YC

TELEPHONE BILL.
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Cancellation Rights

Reported Considered

tinned from Page 1

)

ack of cancellation rights. Most of

the letters, also, it is learned, ob-

ject to the proposal for trade show-
rigs of pictures. Exhibitors in out-

Mf :ng districts write that they will

V~ve to hire an extra projectionist

vr trade shows if they are unable
:o see the pictures in exchange cen-

\_ ers.

These protests are said to have re-

. uilted in consideration of changes in

;he draft.

ritu
DAILY

Continue Consent Decree
Talks in New York Today

(Continued from Page 1)

..
;

ri<?nt representatives, James Hayes
md Robert Scher, will give some in-

. lication of developments in Washing-
»"' on on the decree when the parties

issemble in the Bar Association
31dg. Arbitration and other points

. n the document are slated for
'^: borough study.

i" Arbitration talks will be continued
text week when J. Noble Braden, ex-
cutive secretary of the American
Arbitration Ass'n, returns from vaca-

- ion.

Test Runs for "Brigham"
To Determine Policy

(Continued from Page 1)

9 ts follows: Uptown and Esquire,
Sansas City, Sept. 11; Idaho Falls,

•

;
daho, Aug. 29; Twin Falls, Idaho,

Provo, Utah, Aug. 30; Loew's
^'ate and Grauman's Chinese, Los
Vigeles, Sept. 4; and the Ambassa-
lor, St. Louis, Sept. 5.

Picture had a simultaneous open-
ng at seven theaters last week in

: Salt Lake City, with picture now
unning at the Centre there on an
.dvanced price policy at capacity
iusiness every day.

To Distribute "Nation"
- R. M. Savini, president of Astor

j

Dictures, has closed a deal with
larry Aiken of Epoch Productions
o distribute the synchronized ver-

;: ion of "The Birth Of A Nation"
g n all of the Western and North-

astern states, comprising about 90
-4er cent of the country. The film,

^vhich is in 15 reels, met an enthu-
iastic reception at several recent

,

ryout engagements in Maryland and
7ii'ginia. Prints are available and
11 bookings will be handled direct

Jy Astor Pictures in New York

chaindlin to Score Short

Jack Schaindlin has been signed to

j, o the score for the first of short
if ubjects to be scored in the East for

I/*/1 Columbia, titled "Old and New Ari-
ona" to be recorded at the Eastern

vice Studios this week. Schaindlin
ill use a 22 piece orchestra and will
Iso write an original score.

ALONG THE

with rilLM. DALY;
T T T

• • • CIRCUIT execs, and exhib.-powers-that-be braved the

rain en masse yes'day morning to attend a special trade show-

ing in B'way's Astor Theater of Columbia's "The Howards

oi Virginia" produced and directed by Frank Lloyd Well,

Sir, 'twas a mighty gala occasion storm or nay and it found

Vice-President Jack Cohn and General Sales Manager A. Mon-

tague in the lobby reception line along with other Columbia

officials to greet the showmen-guests

• • • AMONG the latter present were: Walter Vin-

cent, Marvin Schenck, Joe Vogel, Billy Brandt, Si Fabian, Max
Cohen Harry Arthur, Lawrence Bolognino, Mrs. Helen

Dooley, Joe Eagan, Adam Adams Harry Brandt, Clayton

Bond, Gus Eyssell, John Benas, Harry Katz Charles Mosko-

witz, Joe Seider, George Skouras, Fred Williams, J. J. O'Connor

Charles Perry, Ezra Parker, Max Fellerman, Louis Frisch,

Walter Reade, Sr., and Jr Bill Powers, Eugene Picker, Char-

ley Moses, Fred Meyers, Larry Kent, Dave Snaper, Fred Schwartz

John Nolan, Fred Williams, Ed Zabel, Tom Martell, Leo

Justin, George Baldson, Eddie Grainger, Al Hovell, Ben Sherman
Leslie Schwartz, Jack Shea, R. E. Griffith, Nat Fellman,

Harold Eskin, Dick Kearney, Dave Idzal, Milt Hossfeld, Jack

Hattem Harry Hecht, Ed Hinchey, and Ray Higdon

• • • NOBODY can accuse Charley Taylor manager o' the

Great Lakes Theater up in Buffalo of letting the proverbial grass

grow nealh his tootsies when anything like an exploitable at-

traction comes his way In the specific instance of which we are

speaking the energetic Charley ups and grabbed the highly ex-

ploitable M of T feature, "The Ramparts We Watch" and demon-

strated what can be done in the way of big bally on the opus

Through his true-showman efforts the streets of Buffalo resounded

to the martial blair of an Army band and a gala red-white-and-

blue theater front was devised Some 12,000 inserts were placed

in Life and Time mags posters were placed on Army and Navy
boards an American Legion box-car cruised the principal thor-

oughfares for three days aid of clubs, clergy, radio stations was
enlisted and the ole town was literally blanketed with cards and
posters It all proves that a guy who'll go out to get 'em in

grabs the grosses while the guys (who call themselves showmen)
and are content to be Sleeping Beauties will have to be content

with dreams

• • • JESSE Zunser, cinema editor of Cue clarions

that his mag's issue this Saturday is publishing a story
re an amazing new movie camera christened the Electroplane

which automatically registers every object within range of

uniform focus and without adjustment regardless of

whether the figures are standing or moving at whatever speed
and in whatever direction including toward or away

from the lens.- If you wanna keep up with the latest wrinkles
in filmland the reading of the article referred to will

be a help

Condemn 5-Pix

Block in W. Va.

(Continued from Page 1)

discussed matters of national im-
portance, with particular reference
to the proposed consent decree. He
urged co-operation of distributors

and exhibitors, with disaster as an
alternative. He stated that he found
no exhibitor who has given thought
to the consent decree, particularly to

the five-picture clause, who was in

accord with its provisions.
Kuykendall further stated that a

small minority in the film industry
were causing all the trouble. He de-
plored Samuel Goldwyn's Satevepost
article, although asserting that he
was in accord with some of the
thoughts therein.

All officers of the association were
re-elected.

Nazi Embassy Threatens
Suit Over "Ramparts"

U <t « %>

(Continued from Page 1)

"pirated" as M of T did not allow
Ufa to view the completed film be-
fore release.

The shots from "Baptism of Fire"
are being added to the "Ramparts"
footage in 32 openings of the picture
today.
De Rochemont termed the action

an attempt at German censorship
and said that M of T is prepared to

defend itself in any legal action
taken. The shots, he said, were
bought from Ufa and some 500 feet
used in "Ramparts." Embassy repre-
sentative held that the portions used
pictured the German army as a po-
tential threat to the U. S. and
claimed that "Ramparts" is hostile to

Germany.

Production Spurt Noted
In Mexican Studios

(Continued from Page 1)

written by the Mexican novelist,
Federico Gambo.

"Rebecca," the David O. Selznick
production, has entered its fourth
week at the Teatro Alameda, Mex-
ico's premiere de-luxe house, there-
by breaking all records for the the-
ater. No other picture has ever
played the theater more than three
weeks and only two pictures have
lasted three weeks, both of them
Mexican productions.

Kostelanetz to Write
Music for "Puppettoons'

George Pal, ace European cartoon
creator, yesterday closed a long pend-
ing deal with the famed maestro,
Andre Kostelanetz, to handle the
musical end of Pal's first two "Pup-
pettoon" features for Paramount re-
lease.

Kostelanetz, who has just returned
from a Honolulu vacation with his
wife, Lily Pons, will serve as musical
director on the Pal shorts, supervise
musical arrangements and direct his
orchestra in scoring the pictures.
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To the thousands of

exhibitors who have co-

operated voluntarily in

advancing their admis-

sion prices for "BOOM
TOWN", we take this

means of expressing our

grateful thanks-

Leo of qM-Q-qM
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«REVieWS»
"Foreign

Correspondent"
with Joel McCrea, Laraine Day, Herbert

Marshall, George Sanders, Albert Basserman,

Robert Benchley

United Artists 119Mins.

TIMELY, SURE-FIRE B.O. SMASH, SUR-
CHARGED WITH THRILLS FOR ALL
TYPES OF FILMGOERS.

Here's a rousing melodrama which will

do plenty of business wherever it plays.

Walter Wanger has in this Alfred Hitchcock

production a picture possessing every ele-

ment for pleasing fans of all types and

locales,—and so have exhibitors. In addi-

tion to having charge of the production,

Hitchcock directed it with his customary

vigor and flare for the unusual. Appeal is

heightened by reason of its timeliness, for

it recounts the adventures of a young U. S.

newspaperman who is assigned to the Euro-

pean sector to root out stories which will

tend to shed light on the possibility of war

engulfing the continent in the crisis-packed

days of August, 1939.

The experiences of the correspondent

spring from his witnessing the apparent as-

sassination of the head of an international

peace movement, and from the time he com-
mences delving into the circumstances of

the act, closer and closer to him moves

the sinister shadow of the spy ring seek-

ing his destruction. Among the impressive

scenes are those revealing the assassination

attempt; the eerie footage concerned with

happenings in the Dutch windmill; the effort

of the spies' agent to hurtle the newspaper-

man to his death from a London tower; and,

finally, the gripping climax aboard a trans-

Atlantic Clipper which is shot down at sea.

This latter sequence is as spine-chilling as

any in cinema annals, and is superbly staged.

Joel McCrea is excellent in the title role,

as are the important characterizations sup-

plied by Laraine Day, as the femme love-

interest lead; Herbert Marshall as the

eventually-exposed master "fifth columnist";

George Sanders, the co-hero in unmasking

the international ring; Albert Basserman,

who turns in a slick performance as the

victimized leader of the peace movement;
and Robert Benchley who supplies much of

the comedy relief. The supporting players

are likewise tip-top. But the chief source

of the film's effectiveness is the Hitchcock

direction which is as deft as it is surprising,

and straightforward as it is imaginative.

Audience reaction, at initial showings, tags

the picture as among the very top-flight

attractions of its type to emerge from

Hollywood. Rudy Mate's photography is of

rare order.

CAST: Joel McCrea, Laraine Day, Herbert

Marshall, George Sanders, Albert Basserman,

Robert Benchley, Edmund Gwenn, Harry

Davenport, Eduardo Ciannelli, Martin Kos-

leck, Barbara Pepper, Eddie Conrad, Crau-

ford Kent, Gertrude W. Hoffman, Jane

Novak, Joan Brodel, Louis Borrell, Eily Mal-

yon, E. E. Clive.

CREDITS: Director, Alfred Hitchcock;

Authors, Charles Bennett, Joan Harrison;

Dialogue, James Hilton, Robert Benchley;

Music and Musical Direction, Alfred New-
man; Cameraman, Rudy Mate; Art Director,

Alexander Golitzen; Film Editor, Dorothy

Spencer; Production Designer; W. C. Men-
zies; Special Effects Assistant, Lee Zavitz;

Associate Art Director, Richard Irvine; Ed-

itorial Supervisor, Otho Lovering; Decora-

Plan Export Unit

For All Majors

(Continued from Page 1)

apparent legal drawbacks to the
plan, with the aluminum and other
cartels cited as examples. Theoret-
ical operating plan would have a
general manager of operations, and
a board of directors representing
each company. In turn, managers
would control territories with their
own staffs selling, servicing and ex-
ploiting the product. However, this
is just one idea that was mentioned.
Stock holdings in the export com-
pany according to volume of busi-
ness is one method that might be
proposed for ownership of such a
company.

Insofar as the practicability of
such an export company goes, it was
pointed out that 20th-Fox and United
Artists have a close working agree-
ment in South Africa, and that two
other majors have pooled their
efforts even more closely in one
South American territory and on
one of the West Indies islands. It

is said that economies have been
achieved and revenues have been bol-

stered through greater product
strength.
Another point of paramount im-

portance in the discussions has been
the fact that native production
throughout the world has increased
during the last few years. It is

pointed out that where 400 pictures
are now being distributed yearly in

one country by the eight majors,
there may not be any market for any-
thing but top flight product in the
future. In this case, 200 top flight

pictures which can not be touched
by the native product have a change
of getting preferred playing time
and increased revenues.

Hasso for "Passport"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Signe Hasso has been

cast by RKO for "Passport to Life,"

opposite Cary Grant. She will also
appear in the Towne-Baker produc-
tion, "How to Meet a Man."

Borrows Patricia Morison
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has borrowed Patricia Morison
from Paramount for the feminine
lead opposite Cesar Romero in "Ro-
mance of the Rio Grande." Herbert
I. Leeds will direct.

Historical Note
Chicago—The B & K Riviera Theater

had this on its marquee last week:
"Million B. C."

"Those Were the Days"

Warners Reassign Cagney
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, has re-

assigned James Cagney to "One Sun-
day Afternoon," replacing Frederick
MacMurray who was given the role

after it had first been assigned to

Cagney.

"U"-Sullavan Dispute Settled
Hollywood — Margaret Sullavan

and Universal have settled their dis-

pute and the actress will appear in

the Loew Lewin "Flotsam."

tions, Julia Heron; Assistant Director, Ed-

mond Bernoudy.

DIRECTION, Excellent. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fine.

"Westerner" to Open

In 100 Texas Cities

(.Continued from Page 1)

make a total of 51 bookings. Fifty
more towns will see the picture the
following week.
Gary Cooper, star of the picture,

will attend the Fort Worth premiere
which will be held at the Worth and
Hollywood Theaters, with many civic

celebrations arranged to honor screen
stars and other notables who will be
present.

Col. Clarifies Report
On Cohns' Salaries

(Continued from Page 1)

stored to former levels, following
voluntary cuts of 33 1-3 per cent last

year. In a statement issued yester-
day, it was said that an impression
was created that the base salaries
which both Cohns would receive
were the top figures that were paid
originally. In this regard, the state-
ment continues as follows:

"Actually, the salaries referred to
of $2,500 for Harry Cohn and $1,500
for Jack Cohn are practically the
salaries they have been receiving
during the past year after giving
effect to the cut.

"The new contracts to be voted
upon by the stockholders provide that
in the case of Harry Cohn, his salary
can be restored to the old figure of
$3,500 per week, and in the case of
Jack Cohn to his previous peak of

$2,500 a week, out of profit sharing
arrangements of 12 per cent in the
case of Harry Cohn and 6 per cent in

the case of Jack Cohn, computed
after the payment of the preferred
dividend.

"It should be noted furthermore
that if profits warrant disbursements
creating such salaries of the Cohns,
there will be left for the common
stockholders, in profits, approximate-
ly $1.18 per share after paying the
preferred dividend."

Oklahoma Exhibs. Oppose
"Five Picture" Clause

(Continued from Page 1)

cree in the Government's equity suit
against the film industry.

Loewenstein said in his letter that
he had contacted as many state ex-
hibitors as possible and that an over-
whelming majority opposed the nec-
essity of making 10 contracts for
50 pictures instead of one contract
once a year as at present. Exhibi-
tors in Oklahoma feel that the 5-

picture contract would eliminate the
privilege of cancellation, Loewen-
stein said.

U.K. Producers

Favor Extension Move
(Continued from Page 1)

the Treasury and the Board o
Trade, ended uncertainty as t

whether the first order applied t

productions made by U. S. compa
nies themselves here and sudm
quently distributed in America. S
The British producer attitude v

easily understood. Should the pres
ent exemption be permitted to ex :

pire on Oct. 31, it probably woul
mean that few if any British pre;
ductions would be purchased b
American companies, the latter be
ing indisposed to pay in dollar:

especially with heavy sums in stei

!

ling frozen here.
That would materially curtail UJ

production. Not a few British pre

ducers have looked to the sale c
|

American rights for a sizeable r(

turn on production costs. At tl

time Anglo-American disposed (

"Contraband" rights, it was said tr

sum paid equalled the full produi
tion cost.

Thousand Expected
At Myers Testimonial

(Continued from Page 1)

tel, Atlantic City, on Sept. 27. Tl
dinner will climax the 21st annu
convention of the New Jersey un
scheduled to be held Sept. 25-27.

Allied representatives from eve:

unit have announced their inte

tion to be present at the sessior
The Allied product survey commi
tee will make its report at the mee
ing.

E. Thornton Kelly, in charge
convention arrangements, said y€
terday that accommodations at t

President were nearly exhausted a:

that additional reservations were I

ing made at the nearby Chels
Hotel.

AGMA Gets Court
Order Against Petrillo

Lawrence Tibbett, Jascha Heife
Kirsten Flagstad, Albert Spaldii

Gladys Swarthout and other membe
of the AGMA obtained an order fr<

Justice Ferdinand Pecora yesterd
directing James Petrillo, preside

of the A F of M, to show cause
day why execution of his dema
that they join his union by Mond
or be debarred from appearing
the air, in motion pictures, in c<

certs and the making of phonogra
records, should not be stayed pei

ing a hearing on the injunction.

The AGMA in three briefs charg

Petrillo with seeking to be the "c

tator" of the world of music. Tl

cited the A F of M constitut

which empowers Petrillo persona
to call strikes and impose fines

to $5,000 on the members of his

ganization, and set aside or rev

the A F of M constitution if he dee

such action necessary.
Petrillo is expected here toe

from Chicago. Harold A. Friedm
is acting for the musicians' unior



COMPLETING
THE PICTURE

DRAMATIC lighting and unusual cam-

era angles are only partly responsible

for the startling beauty of modern

screen productions. It takes Eastman

negative films to do full justice to

the cameraman's wizardry— to really

complete the picture. Eastman Kodak

Company, Rochester, N. Y.

J. E. BRULATOUR, INC., Distributors

Fort Lee Chicago Hollywood

PLCS-X SCPER-XX
for general studio use when tittle light is available

BACKGROIJXD-X
for backgrounds and general exterior work

EASTMAN NEGATIVE FILMS
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RANCHISES TO COMEUNDER DECREE TERMS

reeman Reports Para.'s "B" Unit Disbanded
zra. Studio Exec,

ays Program Calls

or 32-36 Pictures

Paramount has done more than
It talk about the elimination of

' pictures, Y. Frank Freeman,
jdio executive, said yesterday in

•w York. The company has dis-

nded the entire "B" unit, includ-

1 writers, directors and producers.
>ney saved from the dropping of
1's" will be used to increase the
ality of "A" product, Freeman
d.

Present program calls for between
and 36 pictures, exclusive of Harry
erman product and any other out-
e pictures that may be acquired,
tne policy will be adopted for the
11-42 season, he said. Freeman
t last night for the Coast.

KO Product Booked

ilo 359 WB Houses

'Jed E. Depinet, RKO v.-p. in

irge of distribution, announced
;terday the closing of negotiations
h Warner Bros, for 1940-41 prod-
to play over the entire Warner

cuit.

The transaction, one of the most
oortant in the industry for this

son, involves playing time for
.0 Radio product in 359 situa-

ns, including first-run theaters in

:h metropolitan cities as Phila-

phia, Pittsburgh, Cleveland and
(Continued on Page 4)

id Cross, War Relief

inds Total $440,416

jrf Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
lollywood — Samuel Goldwyn,
irman of motion picture division

American Red Cross and Allied
r Relief, reported that the cam-
gn for funds for both agencies

(Continued on Page 4)

IV© Paper Monday
Monday, Labor Day, being a holiday,

there will be no issue of THE FILM
IDAILY on that day.

DUALS TO STAY
IN MII/KEE

Plan to Switch to Singles

Sept. 3 Collapses

Milwaukee—Plans for a return to
single features in Milwaukee county
Sept. 3 collapsed when Harold
Mirisch, operator of the Tower and
Oriental, subsequent-run houses, re-

fused to co-operate.

Harry Perlewitz, business manager
of the ITPA of Wisconsin, reported
public sentiment was in favor of the
switch and he declared he believed
the change would have been success-
ful. Mirisch stated attorneys for
the theaters had advised against the
change.

M-G-M Starting Radio
Service on Sept. 15

M-G-M announces that on Sept.
15 it will inaugurate an important
new, free radio service consisting of
electrical transcriptions of the com-
pany's most important Fall and Win-
ter productions.

Each of the transcriptions, which
will be released twice monthly, will
be 14 1

2 minutes in running time,
permitting station announcement be-
fore and after playing, and will in-

clude a resume of the film, short
dialogue scenes, new comment about
M-G-M pictures and personalities

(Continued on Page 4)

Expect Trial Against "Little Three" to Get
Under Way Next Spring; Franchises Entered
Into Before Negotiations Started Not Affected

Special Assistant Attorney General Robert Sher yesterday-
announced after a conference between government and major
representatives that the five major companies had agreed that

all long-term franchises made by

"Baptism" Footage

Stays in "Ramparts

The sequences from the Nazi pic-

ture, "Baptism of Fire," incorpor-
ated in March of Time's "Ramparts
We Watch" will remain in it from
now on, it was stated last night by
Louis de Rochemont, producer of the
M of T. His statement was given
out in reply to charges made against
the M of T at a press conference at
the German Embassy at Washing-
ton yesterday afternoon that the
March of Time had "no property
rights" in "Baptism of Fire."
De Rochemont's statement con-

cludes:

"I can only say that the 'Baptism
(Continued on Page 4)

Modification of Cuban
Decree is Indicated

Havana — American distributors

have threatened to suspend sales of

pictures in Cuba as a reply to the

recently enacted anti-block-booking
legislation, it was learned this week.
However, despite strong representa-

( Continued on Page 4)

Charges UFA as Nazi Agent
Anti-Nazi League Asks Dept. of State Action

Harry Thomas to Manage
N. Y. Monogram Branch

Harry Thomas, Monogram eastern
district chief, will take over the
active management of the New
York exchange, following the resig-
nation of Joseph Felder. Thomas
said that Felder would not be re-

placed. The New York exchange
is one of the branches under
Thomas' jurisdiction.

Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League
has asked the Department of State
to require UFA to register as an
agent of the German government.
The League claims it has evidence
that the German film company is be-
ing used as an instrument of Nazi
propaganda.

Previously, the Anti-Nazi League
brought about the registration of
UFA under U. S. laws as an agent
of two German and two Italian film
companies.

these companies since June 7, 1940,
date of the start of negotiations,
would be subject to the terms of any
consent decree.

Sher stated that the negotiators
at the outset of negotiations in June
had verbally agreed to subject any
franchise thereafter to the provisions
of a decree, and that the negotiators
"had reaffirmed this understanding."
Sher further stated that franchises
made before negotiations would not
come under the decree regardless of
their expiration.

It was stated that the conference
had revolved about the subject of

(Continued on Page 4)

Full-Color Tele

Shown by CBS

Full-color television, termed a
"revolutionary development" was
shown for the first time yesterday by
CBS in a "highly successful" labora-
tory demonstration before FCC
Chairman James L. Fly at CBS stu-
dios here. Termed by Paul W. Kes-
ten, CBS vice-president, "the most

(Continued on Page 4)

British Blockade Halts

Delivery of Nazi Pix

Lisbon (By Air Mail)—Produc-
tion in Germany of pictures and
newsreels for consumption in the
United States and Latin-America has

(Continued on Page 4)

What's the Gag?
Detroit—Local Exhibitors in Michigan

are puzzling over a series of post cards
recently issued. First ones, reading

"Wait—don't buy Metro—The Commit-
tee" were dismissed as a publicity stunt,

but cards received yesterday saying, "Buy
Paramount and Monogram—The Commit-
tee" have exhibs. wondering. Cards are

being mailed from Saginaw, Mich.
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FINANCIAL
{Thursday, Aug. 29)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2%>
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind % % % + Ms
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 7'/2 714 7'/2

East. Kodak 12914 1283/4 129 + %
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9 9 9
Loew's, inc 2514 25 2514 + Va,

do pfd
Paramount 5'/2 5% 5% + 14
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 814 814 8VS + 14
Pathe Film 8V4 8V4 814— 14
RKO 214 2i/

2 214 ....
20th Century-Fox . . 5% 5% 5% — 14
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros

do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3>/2 s46
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47 89 89 89
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1% 1% 1%
Technicolor 1014 lOVs 1014+ 14
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES

Bid Asked
Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45... 64 66
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 5914 621/2

Petrillo Restrained

James C. Petrillo, president of the
American Federation of Musicians,
was restrained yesterday until Sept.
5 from barring all instrumentalists
who are members of the American
Guild of Musical Artists from per-
forming on the screen, radio and the
stage unless they join the AFM by
an order of New York Supreme Court
Justice Ferdinand A. Pecora.

B & K Dropping Triples
At Belmont on Sept. 13

Chicago — Announcement was
made this week by Balaban & Katz
that double features will be restored
in the Belmont Theater starting Fri-
day, Sept. 13.

Commenting on this change in
policy John Balaban said:

"Triple features have been a com-
mon practice in Chicago for years
and continue successfully in a num-
ber of Chicago theaters today.
"The Belmont Theater adopted the

triple feature policy only after com-
petitive theaters surrounding it had
been presenting three features on
every program a year or more. It

was apparent at the time, that the
triple feature policy was popular in

this particular neighborhood and we
adopted the idea.

"We plan to restore double fea-
ture programs in the Belmont The-
ater and to continue this policy in-

definitely. If however, competitive
theaters in the neighborhood
again go into triple features, we may
have no alternative but to do like-

wise."

Bogus G-Man Inspects
"Bogus" Money; Nabbed

Chattanooga. Tenn.—A "G-Man"
who attempted to "inspect" all $5
bills at the Tivoli theater is back
in the hands of Federal officers after
it was discovered that he had just
been released from the Federal peni-
tentiary in Atlanta last week.
The ex-convict was seized by lo-

cal FBI men and city detectives'

called to the Tivoli by Lewis Pence,
assistant manager. Pence said the
"G-Man," who later gave the name
of Harry McBriden, 33, had come to
the theater box-office and demanded
that he be allowed to inspect all the

$5 bills in possession of the the-

ater. McBriden identified himself
as an FBI agent and said he was
seeking bogus money.

Warner and Fox Circuits

Buy "Ramparts We Watch"

Ned E. Depinet of RKO Radio
Pictures yesterday announced that
deals had been closed with the War-
ner Bros, and Fox circuits for "The
Ramparts We Watch." Playing time
will begin at once in the key the-

aters of the two circuits. Other re-

cent circuit bookings for the March
of Time production include the RKO
Circuit, Pubix-Shea, Dent. Fanchon
& Marco, Lawrence and Buck Wil-
der.

Filmites at Golf Tourney
Chicago—Around 500 persons from

the film industry attended the an-

nual Tom Flannery golf tournament
at the Nippersink Golf Club yester-

day. Many were from out of town.

Theater Robbed
Hot Springs, Ark.—The office safe

at the Paramount Theater was
robbed this week of about $400.

Syracuse Gives Lampe
Farewell Testimonial

Syracuse—Three hundred friends

represening theatrical, business, soc-

ial and educational life of Syracuse

tendered Gus Lampe a testimonial

dinner Wednesday night. Lampe is

leaving Syracuse to become zone

manager for the Schine circuit with

headquarters in Gloversville.

Frank Revoir was toastmaster

and speakers included Mayor Rol-

land Marvin, Louis W. Schine, W. A.

Graham, Sydney Samson, L. P.

Andreas, Dave Miller, John May,
Judge Ben Wiles, Edmund Vadebon-
ceur, Joseph Teaton and others.
Lampe was presented with a com-

bination radio and phonograph. He
leaves for Gloversville tomorrow.

Rededication Week Set

For "Howards" Opening

Richmond, Va.—Governor James
H. Price has designated the week of

Sept. 2-8 as Rededication Week in

observance of the world premiere of
Columbia's "Howards of Virginia."
This entire week is to be set aside
for patriotic observation, with Sept.
4 slated as a day of celebration in

Richmond where the picture will
open in three theaters. Locale of
the story is in Virginia and impor-
tant sequences were filmed in Wil-
liamsburg.
Martha Scott and Frank Lloyd,

producer-director, will be present for
personal appearances at the three
houses.

Four Michigan Parks
Offer Free Film Shows

Detroit — Free motion picture
shows are being used this season by
at least four Michigan amusement
parks to draw business, in addition
to dozens of shows sponsored locally

by merchants in other towns. Most
of the parks are located in or near
towns where theaters exist, in dis-

tinction to the usual theaterless
town selected for the merchants'
shows. Among those using pictures
are Welsh Park, Utica; Palmer Park,
Pontiac — which has temporarily
dropped pictures; Wolf Lake Park,
Muskegon and Hyland Gardens,
Grand Haven.

Grainger Holding Rep.
Sales Meet on Coast

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — James R. Grainger,

president of Republic Pictures, is in

town for quarterly sales meeting with
H. J. Yates and M. J. Siegel. Also
attending are J. T. Sheffield, North-
west franchise holder, Sid Weis-
baum of the San Francisco exchange
and Francis Bateman of the Los An-
geles exchange. The meetings will

discuss productions for next 13
weeks.

COminC and come

HARRY L. COLD, vice-president and Easl
general sales manager for United Artists, f

to the Coast today.

ALFRED HITCHCOCK, director of "For<|
Correspondent," arrived in town yesterday f

the Coast and immediately left for Ott
where the picture will open tonight. .

WALTER WANGER, producer of "For!
Correspondent," and his wife, JOAN BENNE
are in Ottawa for the opening of the pic
tonight.

W. RAY JOHNSTON, president of Monogi
has left for the Coast.

JAMES CACNEY and wife have left New 1

to return to their home at Martha's Vine'
for a few weeks before returning to Hollyw

W. S. VAN DYKE II, Metro director,
his wife, are here from the Coast for a v;

tion.

ERMAN PESSIS, Hollywood producer, is

for a vacation.

Harry Warner Presented*
With VFW Gold Medal <

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DA.
Hollywood — Harry M. Wan

president of Warner Bros. Pictu
was awarded the Veteran of Fore
Wars Gold Medal for Citizenship
Commander in Chief Otis N. Brc
at the official business session
the national encampment at P
harmonic Auditorium this week.
The Gold Medal citation reads "

outstanding services as a citizen
the United States in sponsorin;
great Americanism program throi
consistent production of a series
patriotic feature pictures and si

subjects, bringing America's t

history, its thrilling chapters
immortal personalities directly
the citizens of this nation."

20th-Fox Dividend

Regular dividend of 37% ce

per share on the outstanding \

ferred stock of 20th-Fox was
clared yesterday by the board
directors for the third quarter. D
dend is payable Sept. 30 to stc

holders of Sept. 16 record.

Frank Marsales
Frances Gross Kann

Phil Charig

AUGUST 3

Joan Blond

AUGUST 3

Si Seadler
Fredric Mat
John Garric

Hugh Harm

SEPTEMBER 1

Rex Beach Betty Blythe

Edwin S. Clifford Maj. William S

Richard Arlen Altman
Miriam Seegar

SEPTEMBER 2

Ernest Hickson David Rolli

I
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Can I play even an

exceptional picture on a

single-feature, advanced

price policy- and make money? a

XI
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rtft»« T̂hey're playing THE SEA HAWK

that way at St. Louis' Ambassadoi

Memphis' Warner and Richmond'

Colonial -to record summer busi-

ness and holdovers at all three!

J!

Fm

EFl I

HIT
"

351

R

:.~

:

ERROL
FLYNN

in THE
A HAWK

ENDA MARSHALL
CLAUDE RAINS

M

^ Listen to Howard Waugh in

Memphis: "Any exhibi-

tor who doesn't raise

prices for this super-at-

traction is in the wrong
business!" And he knows
—'cause that's how he's

playing it now!

Donald Crisp • Flora

Robson • Alan Hale

,. MICHAEL CURTIZ
Screen Play by Howard Koch

and Seton I. Miller

Music by Erich

Wolfgang Rorngold

A Warner Bros.-

First National Picture

Every place "The Sea Hawk" has played

— from N. Y.'s 4 -week sensation to

Philly's 2-theater day-and-dater—
it has either topped all summer
marks or come close enough

to make any showman say:

MAN, HOW WARNERS
DELIVER!
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Franchises to Come

Under Decree Terms

(Continued from Page 1)

arbitration and that no obstacles had
been encountered.

Trial against the little three will
probably not start until the Spring,
reliable sources said. No further
meetings will be held until Assistant
Attorney General Thurman W.
Arnold holds the exhibitors' hearing
Tuesday.

British Blockade Halts
Delivery of Nazi Pix

(.Continued from Page 1)

been drastically curtailed by the
Nazi ministry of propaganda, it is

authoritatively learned here. The
British blockade has confiscated so
many prints of all types in differ-
ent parts of the world that this
type of propaganda has been found
too expensive to continue.
German subsidization of French

producers has also been dropped, it

was learned. British seizures of ex-
ports of the French made films and
a complete boycott of German-made
films by the French people was re-
sponsible for this move. It is as-
serted that in the German occupied
territory in continental Europe that
onlv Nazi soldiers are attending the
theaters, with the French even boy-
cotting old films made in France and
Germany with French stars that
have been released in three large
Parisian theaters that have been
reopened.
A shortage of German product

throughout the world wherever there
has been a market for these pictures
is seen as result of the British block-
ade.

RKO Product Booked
Into 359 Warner Houses

(Continued from Page 1)

Milwaukee. RKO Sales Manager
A. W. (Andy) Smith, Jr. represented
the company in the negotiations with
Clayton Bond, buying executive of

Warner Bros., acting for the latter.

Sixteen of RKO Radio's exchanges
will figure in the servicing of prod-

uct to the Warner Circuit. Playing
time is now being set.

To Pick Miss Texas
At "Westerner" Premiere

Fort Worth, Texas—A "Court of

Beauty" to choose Miss Typical

Texas will be an added attraction at

the premiere of "The Westerner"
at the Worth and Hollywood The-
aters here, Sept. 19. About 40 gir^s

will take part in the contest, with
preliminaries being held in Inter-

state Circuit theaters, as well as

Robb & Rowley, and Jefferson The-
aters throughout Texas. Prize in

contest is trip to New York and the

World's Fair, where winner will be
guest of honor.

with PHIL At. DALY;

• • • BAROMETRIC readings anent the new season are bet-

ter'n fair judging from the manner in which "Foreign Correspondent"

is packin' 'em in at the Rivoli at this moment and the added
fact that Columbia is all ready to unleash "The Howards of Virginia"

which will also do some real turnstile turning when it breaks

from the barrier soon via the three-ply Richmond, Va., engagements.

T T T
• • • JUST as a matter of worthy note the UA-Wanger
opus referred-to proved that it packs a mighty wallop

by the fact that it packed the fans into the Rivoli on Wednesday
(opening day) in the best manner of a master sardine-ar-

ranger It was the biggest day that B'way house has had in

many moons despite a helluva lot of rain and the clear-

ing (we hope) skies of yes'day saw the Hitchcock produced-

an'-directed baby pack 'em in again It's evidently an

unusually fast stepper in any kinda weather What John Q.

Public thinks of it is best evidenced by the rounds of applause

at the end of each performance

T T T
• • • TONIGHT down Memphis way the M of T's full-length

feature, "The Ramparts We Watch" opens an engagement

What may prove of distinct interest to watch will be Memphis

'cause the picture will contain some of the footage of the Nazi-made

"Baptism of Fire" and the German Embassy and Ufa object strenu-

ously Further, we understand that there's a Bund chapter

in that section of Old Man River's territory It appears that in this

world crisis there's no such animal as non-inflammable film!

M-G-M Starting Radio
Service on Sept. 15

(Continued from Page 1)

and—in the case of musicals—songs
from the production.
These records may be used only

on sustaining time by stations, it

was emphasized. The programs will

be produced at the Culver City stu-
dios and shipped from there.

First of the transcriptions will

be "Strike Up the Band." It is

planned to follow this with "Hulla-
baloo," "Little Nellie Kelly" and
"Bitter Sweet."

Order Probe of Clerk's

Part in RCA Suit Delay

Wilmington, Del.—Federal Judge
John P. Fields yesterday instructed
U. S. District Attorney Stewart
Lynch to investigate accusations
made recently before a Senate in-

vestigating committee in Washington
against Harry C. Mahaffy, clerk of
the U. S. District Court of Wilming-
ton.
At a probe before the Senate com-

mittee of RCA cases in Federal court
here, testimony was submitted that
$15,000 was paid in 1932 to bring
about a postponement of the Gov-
ernment's anti-trust case against
RCA.
The accusations were denied at

the hearing by Mahaffy.

Modification of Cuban
Decree is Indicated

(Continued from Page 1)

tions to the Government by the dis-

tributors without results, a rising tide
of sentiment among Cuba's exhibitors
against the legislation may achieve
modification or elimination of the
measure.

Exhibitors who first acclaimed
the measure are now finding that
under such conditions they would
have difficulty in getting a steady
flow of product, and without Amer-
ican pictures would have to close

up in a number of cases, particu-
larly in most of the first-run houses.

An exhibitors' committee is now
studying the measure, but no find-

ings have been handed down to date.

It is expected that the matter will

be reopened shortly with strong pres-

sure brought to bear by the exhibi-

tors for a revision of the decree.

Red Cross, War Relief

Funds Total $440,416

(Continued from Page 1)

had been completed and the total

raised was $440,416.73. Of this

amount a total of $163,159.31 was
"ear-marked" for the Red Cross
while the balance, $277,257.42, will

be split between two agencies on a
60-40 basis respectively.

Full-Color Tele

Shown by CBS

(Continued from Page 1)

important contribution to the art
the past 15 years," the CBS col*

television system was invented a*

developed by Peter C. Goldmai
chief television engineer for Coluf
bia. It will be demonstrated to tlj

press next week, possibly Wedne
day, and full technical details will i

revealed at the next meeting in N«
York of the National Television Sy
terns Committee, which is attemptii
to set standards for the industry.

;

In revealing the development, Ke
ten emphasized that it utilizes t

same frequency bands as black ai

;

white television, employs standa -

television equipment with a f(]

"minor" adjustments, and neces;
tates merely "a simple attachmer
to the present television receiver
order to reproduce the color trar
missions. This receiver attachmei
according to Adrian Murphy, CI
executive director of televisic

should eventually be made availal

at a "comparatively small" cost.

Details of the pictures televis
were said to be better than simil

black and white transmissions, t

varying colors lending heighten
contrast and added depth, and c

ors were described as being super:
to present motion picture "Tech
color" films.

Although yesterday's test v,

conducted with 343 lines, the res
was said to be comparable to mi
higher black and white lineage trai

missions and it was revealed tl

CBS technicians are presently wo:
ing to raise the lineage to betw<
400 and 500 lines.

"Baptism of Fire" Scenes
To Remain in "Ramparts

(Continued from Page 1)

of Fire' sequences is in our picti

and will be shown as an integral p
of it wherever 'The Ramparts
Watch' is exhibited from now on.

Stagehands, Operators
Contracts Up in Chi.

Chicago—Frank Olson, presid
of the local stagehands' un
stated yesterday that the uni<

contract with the theaters will be
newed for another year without :

important changes.
Officials of the projectioni

union will meet with film executi
today on a new contract.

Salary Boost for Mickey
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DA
Hollywood—M-G-M has submit

for approval by the Superior Cc

a new contract for 19-year
Mickey Rooney boosting his sal

to $1,000 per week for 40 we
each year, plus a bonus of $25.

for each film. His previous sa!

was $750 a week.



A STATEMENT TO
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
Regarding the Aims and Policies of

The British War Relief Society

&
The rapid growth of The British War Relief Society, Inc., now a nation-wide organization

with more than 200 branches and over 30,000 contributors, has aroused great interest and

attracted countless inquiries for further information concerning the Society and its functions.

This statement is published in response to this widespread and sympathetic interest in all

parts of the country.

Origin, Aims and Policies

The British War Relief Society, Inc., was organized
late in 1939, with the approval of the British Am-
bassador in Washington, to give an opportunity to
all friends of Great Britain in the United States to
participate directly in war relief work for Britain.
Registered with the State Department of the
United States, its purposes are:

1. To receive contributions, in money and in kind, from
people of British birth and descent in this country, and from
all other friendly persons desiring- to lend their support to

this humanitarian task.

2. To dispense these contributions wisely and promptly
in response to the most urgent British needs. The closest
contact is maintained with the British Red Cross and other
approved British war relief organizations.

3. To arrange free transportation on shipboard for its

own relief goods and for those of other war relief organiza-
tions operating on behalf of Britain in the United States.
This is done by official arrangement with the British
Ministry of Shipping.

The British War Relief Society does not conflict

with the American Red Cross, with which it has
a close and cooperative understanding.

Accomplishments

The British War Relief Society, Inc., has developed
rapidly. Day after day new branches are organiz-
ing; daily more workers and more contributors
add their unselfish support to this cause.

Ships sailing out of New York harbor week after
week have carried cargoes fo vital relief supplies
from The British War Relief Society, such as the
following

:

Ambulances
X-Ray Units
Surgical Instruments
Surgical Bandages
Hospital Dressings

Drugs and Medicines
"Kitchens on Wheels"
Equipment and Supplies

for Hospital Beds
Woolen Knitted Goods

For the many thousands of evacuees and destitute

refugees in Great Britain, the Society has shipped
large quantities of used clothing, clean and in good
condition.

Acknowledgment of the value of this work has
come in many letters and cables of sincere thanks
from relief organizations in Great Britain. Many
letters from individuals testify that the Society's

contributions of money and goods have alleviated

distress on a broad front.

Greater Service Opportunities Ahead
Every day the struggle intensifies and more and
more people in the United States realize its tragic

consequences. Bombs fall among civilians as well

as among soldiers, in villages as well as upon ships.

Newspapers, radio and newsreels tell America a
running story of human suffering.

Britain faces its enemies with belt tightened and
all resources summoned for the conflict. Men,
women and children of the British Isles, casualties

of the war and those who suffer in a dislocated

economy, can be helped by all who wish to help
them in this grave hour through contributions to

The British War Relief Society.

We deeply appreciate the generosity which has
permitted the Society to do so much. We earnestly
hope that the Society will be able to do infinitely

more.

THE BRITISH WAR RELIEF SOCIETY, inc.

587 Fifth Avenue, New York City

Registered with U. S. State Dept. No. 208
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Wide-Sole Activity

Reported By RCA

Camden, N. J.—Numerous film
theaters, either under construction
or in the process of remodeling and
re-equipping, have recently placed
orders for RCA units, it is stated
here.

Among the houses currently rep-
resented in the wide-scale opera-
tions of the company are the luxuri-
ous 1,500-seater being erected at

Glencoe, a North Shore suburb of
Chicago, by the Glencoe Theater
Corp., headed by Samuel C. Meyers.
Latter has signed a contract with
RCA Photophone for High Fidelity
sound for the house.
New installations there and in the

surrounding territories include Chris-
sis' New Rex and Kaplan's Bell, Chi-
cago; William Pearl's Alcyon, High-
land Park; Ed Van de Veer's State
in Morris; E. E. Mitterling's State,

Sycamore,—all in Illinois,—and
Francis Kadow's Mikado, Manito-
woc, Wis., and Fox's Palace, in Mil-
waukee.

Albert Sottile, president of the
Pastime Amusement Co., is re-open-
ing the long-shuttered Majestic at

Charleston, S. C, with new RCA
sound equipment. Similar installa-

tions are to go into the Longmont,
Longmont, Col.; T. J. Price's Home,
Oblong, 111.; and in the new Park at

Pittsburgh, which latter house is

being opened in the near future by
Herbert and Nathan Perer. A pub-
lic address system is also being
furnished to the cousins Perer for
the new theater.

Capital Being Rejuvenated

Brownsville, Tenn.—Manager Hor-
ace Bruce announces plans for the

complete redecoration of the Capi-
tol,—new and modernistic lighting,

and re-upholstering of the seats.

International Seating Co. has the
upholstering contract.

Necessity Continues
Mamma of Invention
Montreal—Erpi made a gallant com-

mercial rescue here recently when a pro-

duction unit of the English company,
Ortus Films, Ltd., in Canada to make
the feature "49th Parallel" discovered

their cameras would not mesh with the

sound equipment on hand. Four days
later, A. R. Schwartz, Erpi's equipment
chief in New York, had assembled a com-
plete set-up and had it, together with
technical expert John Battle, heading
north. Clearing customs in two days,

Battle snapped parts into place in less

than 48 hours thereafter, and the director

shouted: "Roll 'em over!" Not so long

ago, six months for the same job would
have excited wonder.

R. T. Swaine Elected
To Westinghouse Board

Westinghouse Electric & Mfg.

Co. announced yesterday that Robert

T. Swaine, a member of the law
firm of Cravath, de Gerardoff , Swaine

& Wood, has been elected a member
of its directorate.

Coincident with the announcement,

A. W. Robertson, chairman of the

board of Westinghouse, reported on

the company's prospective earnings

under the proposed tax bill. "Earnings

for the the second half of this year,"

Robertson said, "are likely to be sub-

stantially affected by reason of ac-

cruals for the proposed retroactive
new taxes which were not, and could
not, be taken into account for the
first half of the year."

New House For Penna.

Meadville, Pa. — Meadville Park
Theater Corp., operating the first-

run Park Theater here, has just
awarded contract for the construc-
tion of a new 450-seat house in this

town. Project is expected to be com-
pleted late next month.

Theater will play first and second-
run attractions on a dual policy.

RCA equipment will be installed.

C. ROSS h-
MOTION PICTURE LIGHTING EQUIPMENT

RENTALS: A full line of modern equipment together with a staff of trained men to
handle any job large or small any time, anywhere. Generator trucks, searchlights
and floodlights, for premieres and general lighting activities.

SALES: Everything in the line of equipment for motion picture and photographic
studios.

SERVICE: We are prepared to offer the finest service, equipment and technical
advice obtainable in the East. Your requirements taken care of to the last
minute detail. -

As Sole Eastern Distributors, we carry the full and complete line of
equipment manufactured by:—

MOLE-RICHARDSON CO., Hollywood, California

Incomparable Lighting Equipment — Estimates Cheerfully Given

Let Us Enlighten You on Your Lighting Problems

244-50 WEST 49th STREET
CHARLES ROSS, INC

Tel. Circle 6-5470-1-2 NEW YORK CITY

Warners Ready With

New Ad Accessory

Climaxing a long series of experi-

ments, Warner Bros, advertising de-

partment has perfected an attractive

new type of 40 x 60 display, which

is to be called the "Photochrome Dis-

play."
This new unit combines photo en-

largement and color, resulting in a

most effective advertising accessory.

As an added feature, the "Photo-

chrome Displays" are transparent

and can be used very effectively in

all shadow boxes.
The new type displays will be

available for the forthcoming War-
ner film, "No Time for Comedy," set

for release Sept. 14.

New Reel Drive Dog
Is Ready for Theaters

Chicago—GoldE Mfg. Co., design-

ers and manufacturers of film the-

ater equipment, announce a new im-
proved Reel Drive Dog for use on all

enclosed automatic Rewinds. New
device, it is asserted, will now take
care of any type or make of reel in-

cluding the aluminum, wire, or

stamped steel reels.

Company states that the new Reel
Drive Dog has been priced so as to

be within the reach of every user of

enclosed Rewinds.

Eller and Associates
Form New Screen Org.

Chicago—The Radiant Screen Co.

has been organized here by Harry
Eller and Associates with headquar-
ters at 4113 Irving Park Boulevard.
Company has developed a glass

beaded screen and a new type of

translucent screen which will show
films in daylight and give, it is as-
serted, complete black and white
separations.

HMD
FLAG AND VALANCE CO.

71 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.

646 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Illinois

8954 Gibson Street, Los Angeles, Calif.

Equipment £
ByGE

Equipment I

TOE BLUMENFELD, head of t

J Blumenfeld circuit which operal
the Esquire Theater in Oakland, d
will reopen that house today. T
theater, which was damaged by fi

several weeks ago, has been co
pletely remodeled and refurnishi
Equipment includes new projecti

and sound; new Bodiform air-cus

ioned seats; no-eyestrain scree

sculptured glass lighting fixturi

and earphone sets for hard-of-he;
ing patrons.

A new 1,000-seat house is to bv
in Rochester, Mich., by Char
Stearns, owner of the present Av
Theater there. Stearns purchased s

for the new stand early this we'
The new venture will be booked
Mutual Theaters, and the Avon u

\

be shuttered permanently.

Service Seating Co., Detroit se

ing firm, is moving from its pres<

quarters in that city to 1507 W. K
by Ave.

* * *

Speaking of Detroit, Louis B. Goc
man, manager of the Piccadilly Th
ter there, has invented a new gad
which will throw the image of a fi

on the sidewall of the project-

booth simultaneously with project

of the theater screen. The booth-u
image is about 11 by 14 inches, ent

ling the operator to readily watch
film, instead of seeing it through

j

conventional peephole.

Skirball Stands Improved
Cleveland — Skirball Bros, s

making extensive improvements
several of their houses in the lo

territory. Approximately $45,(

will be spent to re-carpet and :

decorate the Rivoli and Palace
Toledo, and give the former a n
front.

Both houses recently instal

new RCA sound equipment.
The Grenada, Toledo, recen

completed installation of new sei

and new carpets.

Destroyed House Rebuilt

Homestead, Fla.—Management
the new Seminole Theater asse;j

that the house will be completed a

ready for use in September. Tl

ater was completely destroyed
fire some months ago.

New Pahokee House
Pahokee, Fla.—Gold and Dubri

owners of the new theater now bei

built in Pahokee, announce that
j

building will be completed by ea

September. It is a 600-seat hots
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)ut of Chattanooga comes word
t plans for a new open-air drive-

house are being formulated by
s H. Borisky, secretary-treasurer
Independent Theaters, operator of

nabe theaters there. A tract of

d has been acquired in suburban
attanooga for the project which
Is for the theater to cost between

; ,000 and $40,000.
* * *

;,abor Day marks the reopening of

Plaza in Youngstown, O., which
iise has been closed to permit con-
iction of a new concrete floor and
proved equipment installations. In-

inational seats have been placed in

auditorium by Oliver Theater
oply. House has also bought a
iernized Simplex rear shutter pro-
tion unit, RCA sound, and a new
ting system.

* * *

»ther reported Oliver Theater Sup-
jobs are for Simplex equipment
the Lonet in Wellington, O., and
air of new Brenkert Suprex car-

. lamps with super light series 111
ees, and Simplex projectors with
ble bearing intermittent mechan-

1

s for the New Arcade in New-
I 0.

* * *

he first new film house to be built

year in Chicago's Loop has been
.red to Richard E. Beck for 13 years
i total rental of $285,000 for the
iod. Theater seats 350 and is ex-
ted to be ready for December
ning.

Names Buffalo Distrib.

.ppointment of W. A. Case & Son
.lufacturing Co., large plumbing

heating supply house of Buf-
', N. Y., as distributor of General
ztric air conditioning and com-
cial refrigeration equipment, has
tt announced by S. M. Crocker,
lager of GE's air conditioning and
mercial refrigeration depart-
lt, Bloomfield, N. J. The new

. ributor has 476 dealers in metro-
tan Buffalo.

Theater Celebrates

lankato, Kas. -— A Merchants'
e Show marked the recent re-
aring here of the Ute Theater,
ise was shuttered temporarily for
allation of RCA Photophone
nd.

ess Front for Pirtle

arrollton, 111.—S. E. Pirtle of the
le Circuit, headquarters in Jer-
rille, has completed remodeling
refurnishing of his theater here,
rovements include new glass

It, carpets and drapes.

Passaic's New House

Ready for Building

General contract for the Center
Amusement Co. of New Jersey's new
theater in Passaic has been awarded
to the Washington Construction Co.
of the latter city, it was announced
yesterday. Work is to start at once.
The building, designed by John

and Drew Eberson, prominent film

theater architects, will be one of the
largest houses built for some time
in the Metropolitan area. It is a
steel structure with terra cotta and
stone front, and will embody the most
modern equipment and appointments.
House will have a fully equipped

stage and will be suited in all re-

spects to the conduct of a general
theatrical policy such as presentation
of films, surrounding divertissements,
vaudeville or dramatic productions.

York Set to Supply
New Brine Tester

York, Pa.—Development of an im-
proved brine testing set is an-
nounced by the York Ice Machinery
Corp. here, manufacturers of cool-

ing and conditioning systems for
film theaters. Effort was directed
toward improving accuracy and ap-
pearance of the set and enlarging
its scope.
Improvements listed are: (1) De-

velopment of sharper, more perma-
nent color standards; (2) Small
convenient comparator block; (3)
Provision for specific gravity deter-

minations; (4) Addition of phenolph-
thalein for quick checks and to de-

termine if samples out of pH range
of the set are acid or alkaline; and
(5) More attractive and convenient
carrying case.

Auction Auction
FILM LAB. MACHINERY &

EQUIPMENT
By Virtue of a Mortgage Foreclosure, we will on
Friday, Sept. 6, at 11 a.m., d.s.t., sell at Pub-
lic Auction the Entire Film Laboratory Machin-
ery and Equipment formerly owned by the

AMERICAN
FILM CORPORATION

6227 NORTH BROADWAY CHICAGO, ILL.

Consisting of: AMERICAN Automatic Developing
Machine with Drying Cabinet, SIMPLEX and
VICTOR Projectors, BAUSCH OPTICAL Reduc-
tion Sound Track Printers, DUPLEX 35 m/m and
16 m/m Polishing Machines, DUPLEX 35 m/m
Combination Sound Track and Picture Printers

with 40 scene light change box, SCHUSTEK Re-
duction Printers, AMERICAN 16 m/m Printers,

BELL & HOWELL Motor Generator Unit, 15
Solution Tanks, Motors all sizes, 35 FILM
PRODUCTIONS together with Other Machinery
and Film Equipment and Office Furniture and
Equipment.

Robert M. Stein & Company
Auctioneers

32 W. RANDOLPH ST. CHICAGO, ILL.

Boom Keeps Rollin"
South of the Border

Mexico City—Keeping pace with the
modernization program now sweeping
through Mexico's film exhibition field,

the Teatro Olimpo here is completely re-
vamping its projection facilities. In ad-
dition to a new WE sound system, the
well-known movie house will install Cen-
tury "D" projectors, Ashcraft lamps and
rectifiers, and Solex Lenses.

Commonwealth Edison
Installations Made

Chicago—The Commonwealth Edi-
son reports a 50-ton air conditioning
installation for the Monroe Theater
in the heart of the Loop. A 30-ton
job has recently been furnished by
the company to the Sunnyside The-
ater here.

NTS Gets Detroit Job

Detroit—The Arcadia Theater, op-
erated by the Julius D. London Cir-
cuit, is being closed for a month for
remodeling. National Theater Sup-
ply Co. will install new marquee,
front, frames, and fixtures, and
house will be completely repainted.

Trend lo Neon Signs

Noted in Chi. Area

Chicago—All-neon signs for Chi-
cago theaters are coming into style,

according to Art. Thomas, lighting
engineer for the Tom Flannery
WhiteWay Sign system.
The company has recently com-

pleted installations for the Sun The-
ater of the Gollos Bros, circuit. The
signs are all neon, both ceiling and
three sides of the marquee and are
of unusual transparency. The Bugg
Theater on the North Side, made a
similar installation, while the new
Lake Shore Theater of the Goldstein
circuit, opened recently with a lamp
setup for both signs and marquee
lighting. The Tivoli Theater of the
B & K circuit has also received an
unusual 63-ft. outdoor sign, using
both neon and lamps.

Lundy Plans New House
Barnwell, S. C—G. Frank Lundy

has completed plans for the con-
struction of a new motion picture
theater here. The new house will
seat 250,

"THE GREAT McGINTY"

"Down went McGinty to the bottom

of the sea." Down, too, go B.O.

receipts when a house gets a little on

the shabby side. Sure way to banish

shabbiness: re-carpet with Alexander

Smith Crestwood—the carpet used in

most of the country's successful

theatres.

ALEXANDER SMITH CARPET
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WE SAW A PREVIEW of a picture the other night

to which we must tout our fellow cash customers of the

movies. If it is not the best picture of the kind since

"Cimarron," you can call us Ananias. The title is

"Boomtown."
It was made by Metro and it features a million dollars worth

of screen talent. It has everything in it but a message. It is offered

strictly as entertainment, which is as it should be. On that prin-

ciple, few pictures would ever miss. The cast includes Clark Gable,

Spencer Tracy, Claudette Colbert, Frank Morgan and Hedy Lamarr.

The latter is never going to challenge Helen Hayes or Tallulah

Bankhead for histrionic honors, but, fellow customers, you know
very well that Hedy can outlook all comers up there on that silver

sheet. In this picture they have got her contesting with Claudette

Colbert for the affections of Gable. Claudette wins out, and if we
were not aware that a certain amount of sheer fantasy is permit-
ted in a picture, we might challenge this incident as wholly im-
probable.

It would be unfair for us to reveal the details of "Boomtown"
before it is publicly unveiled, but we feel justified in mentioning
that once more Spencer Tracy does not get the girl. This is bound
to Increase the rancor in the bosoms of many of us cash customers
of the movies against the movie makers. Spencer Tracy practically

never gets the girl, especially when he is in a picture with Clark
Gable. The latter is just a hog when it comes to the girls in any
picture in which he appears.

NOW MANY OF US cash customers are not at all reconciled
to this situation. We like Spencer Tracy. He is the greatest actor
on the screen. In his pictures with Gable, he is usually the noble
one. Yet Gable always walks off with the girl. In "Boomtown"
Gable gets both Hedy Lamarr and Claudette Colbert and Tracy
winds up with the morning line. Is that fair? Is that justice? We
think not.

Allowing that, under some inexorable law of the movies, Gable
Is entitled to first grab at the girls, it would appear that Tracy
should at least be permitted what is left, in this case Lamarr. It is

true she does not love him and he does not love her, but an authentic
Hedy Lamarr can always be used to brighten .up a corner of the
house. She is mighty decorative. Mightly decorative, folks.

What is there about Spencer Tracy, especially as weighed
against Clark Gable, that prevents Tracy from ever getting the
girl? He is just as good looking as Gable. He has just as much
money. On the occasions when we have viewed him, in the pic-

tures, coming to grips with the girl, we have observed nothing
wrong with his technique.

MOREOVER, HIS INTENTIONS are invariably honest. You
never can tell about Gable. That guy is a slicker. Often he means
no good whatever to little Nell. We always leave a picture featur-

ing Gable and Tracy, "in which Gable gets the girl, with the uncom-
fortable feeling that Tracy would be far the better provider and
the more steadfast in his affection.

There is a new face in "Boomtown" that you will probably see

In many pictures in the future, and probably always in a similar
role if Hollywood runs to casting form. A chap named Chill Wills
plays a comedy character called "Harmony." The early locale of

the picture is Burkburnett, in the oil fields of Texas, in 1919, and
we are told that Wills made his debut as an entertainer in that

town in that year, a harmony singer with a quartet.

WE WERE GREATLY INTERESTED In Wills because he
gives such a fine performance in "Boomtown," and we sent Irving
Hoffman out to dig up some dope on him. Irving returned with the

Info that Wills spent twenty years singing and doing monologues
In vaudeville before he went to Hollywood. He has been off the
stage for a couple of years.

The dog-days are supposed to be more or less blanks for us
cash customers of the movies, yet we have had some right good
pictures around New York lately with the promise of many nice

things to come, including "Boomtown," "He Stayed for Breakfast"
and others. Bill Powell and Myrna Loy have been bringing joy to

the hearts of the attaches of the Capitol with "I Love You Again,"
which is superpowloy, if you will permit us to coin a word.

This is the greatest comedy team in pictures. By seven
lengths.

BOOM
TOWNf

Nationwide Columnists Reaching Every

Corner of America Write About it. Here

are just two of the latest! Never such

publicity! Your public is hungry for this

mighty advanced -price sensation!

BEST BETS OF THE WEEK
n

• Random Notes About Pictures You're

Seeing: Employing half the stars on the

Metro lot, "BOOM TOWN" simply had to

be a success. And that's exactly what it

turned out to be : A box office natural if

ever we saw one. Here are Clark Gable,
' Spencer Tracy, Claudette Colbert, Hedy
LaMarr and Frank Morgan in a hard-hit-

ting yarn, shrewdly written and brilliantly

produced. "BOOM TOWN" is a big pic-

ture, combining cast and story in what
turns out to be socko entertainment. It is

recommended to you without hesitation,

and you'll say the same thing to your neigh-

bor. .

.

Wotn' to 7awn
Urttk

Above: Column appearing in N. Y. Journal -American and syndicated nationwide
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INDIES MAY SEEK INJUNCTION ON DECREE

Board Refuses Resignation of George Skouras
THE WEEK IX

REVIEW
Franchises Covered

By L. H. MITCHELL =
DOMESTIC
EQUITY SUIT: Following con-

?abs of Gov't and majors' represen-

;atives, it was stated that all long-

em! franchises for pix entered into

vfter consent negotiations started

n June would be covered by the

Eonsent dceree, but that contracts

neviously entered into would not

>e affected . . . Gov't was reported

xpecting protest from indies against

erms of the decree . . . Public hear-

ngs will start in Washington today
md representatives of the MPTOA,
Allied and the ITOA are scheduled

o attend . . . Sub-committee and
he AAA were scheduled to start

onfabs on arbitration under the
ecree but postponement was taken
mtil today . . . UMPTO protested
he five-pix block clause, and the W.
^a. Mgrs. Ass'n passed a resolution

_, ondemning it and the expected loss

H|>f cancellation rights . . . The D of
1

]
' was reported to be considering the
ancellation aspect of the five-pix

•lock clause.

TELE IN COLOR: CBS at the
veek-end announced a "highly suc-

essful" laboratory demonstration of

ull-color television, hailed as a
revolutionary development," with
etails of pictures televised said to

•e better than similar black and
.•hite transmissions. Demonstration
or the press will be held soon . . .

ames L. Fly, chairman of the FCC,
eld motion picture industry a vital

actor in tele's future both as a pro-
uction source and as a medium for
jiewing tele programs . . . Sol Sagall
I expected to arrive here from Lon-
on momentarily to start the Amer-
:an debut of Scophony television.

* * *

EXHIBITION: Twenieth Century-
'ox will hold test runs of "Brigham
oung," which had a seven-theater
remiere in Salt Lake City, to de-
;rmine policy as to terms and ad-
mission price . . . United Artists
ill open Samuel Goldwyn's "West-
•ner" in 100 Texas situations, fol-

>wing its Fort Worth world pre-
(Continued on Page 11)

Vote of Confidence
Given Theater Exec.
Following Indictment

Board of directors of Skouras
Theaters Corp. refused to accept
the resignation of George P. Skou-
ras, president, following a Federal
grand jury indictment against the
company and Skouras on Friday.
At the same time, the board gave
Skouras its vote of confidence
Skouras pleaded not guilty before

Federal Judge Francis Caffey to the
indictment which charged conspir-
acy to bribe former Circuit Judge
Martin T. Manton as an inducement

(.Continued on Page 10)

Schine Defendants

Deny Violations

Buffalo — Six Schine theater cor-
porations, J. Myer and Louis W.
Schine and John A. May, through
their counsel, Willard S. McKay
and Penney & Penney, Friday filed

denials of anti-trust violations in
Federal court here as did Universal
Pictures Co., Inc., and Universal

(Continued on Page 11)

Mono, to Move H. O.
To Coast by Sept. 20

Monogram will shutter its New
York office and move all its activi-

ties to the Coast by Sept. 20, it was
learned Friday when it was reported
that some 50 employes had been

(Continued on Page 10)

CALL DECREE
"WIDE ©PEN"

Exhibitors' Views to Have
Important Bearing

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Washington— The proposed con-
sent decree is still a wide open mat-
ter and what the exhibitors have to

say at today's meeting here will

definitely have a bearing on the out-
come, according to A. H. Feller, head
of the consent decree bureau.

Feller said Friday he could not
predict what would happen if the
exhibitors united in opposition to
some of the provisions of the draft,
but he asserted that their views
today would "very definitely be an
important factor in the final de-
cision."

Neither Attorney General Robert
Jackson nor Thurman Arnold, as-
sistant attorney general, has ap-
proved or disapproved the decree
in any form, Feller said.

Circuit Threatened
Over "Ramparts" Film

A theater circuit has been al-

legedly threatened with legal ac-
tion by a man named Ernest Hepp,
representing himself as being con-
nected with the German Embassy,
if the RKO picture "The Ramparts
We Watch" is shown in the circuit's

houses, it was revealed Friday in a

communication from George J.
(Continued on Page 11)

Nazi Credit to S.JL. Producers
See Propaganda Move in Raw Stock Drive

Col. to Hold Special
Screenings of "Howards"

In order to satisfy the widespread
interest which exhibitors throughout
the country are displaying in Colum-
bia's "The Howards of Virginia,"
the company has arranged a series

of special trade screenings in im-
(Continued on Page 10)

Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)—
Latest alleged attempt by Nazi Ger-
many to spread propaganda in this

country and other South American
republics, and also to throttle Amer-
ican business, has come in the form
of subsidies by AGFA Argentina,
Nazi film importing company, to na-
tive film producers, it has been
learned. AGFA agents visit studios

(Continued on Page 10)

Approval by Government
Expected to Result in

Legal Action by Indies

Independent exhibitor organiza-
tions will seek an injunction to pre-
vent the proposed consent decree
from being put into effect in case the
Government approves the document
in its present form, week-end re-

ports indicated
While the Government is not re-

quired to withhold approval, inas-

much as the exhibitors are not part-

ies to the equity suit, reliable

sources are of the opinion that the

Attorney General's office and the

Dept. of Justice are not likely to

sanction a move which might be
(Continued on Page 4)

Des Moines Vole

57.1% for Duals

Des Moines—Reversing the Gallup
poll, theater patrons at three Tri-

States theaters in Des Moines voted
57.1 per cent in favor of double fea-

tures over singles. Although patrons
in the Des Moines and Roosevelt
Theaters registered a margin for the
singles, the Paramount which has
been showing doubles, polled up a
heavy margin for the twin-bills to

(Continued on Page 10)

Report Metro May Drop
Ascap Affiliations

A report circulating at the week-
end had it that M-G-M might drop its

affiliations with Ascap and either it-

self license use of its music on the
air or make some arrangement with
another copyright licensing firm. Be-
cause of the week-end holiday no
confirmation of the report was ob-
tainable, but it had been reported

(Continued on Page 11)

Warners Add One
Pittsburgh—The Warner Circuit has

taken over the State Theater, Wilkins-
burg, from Leon Reichblum, the deal
to go into effect today. This will

give Warners three theaters in the town.
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2y2 %)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 131 129'/2 130 + 1

do pfd 172y4 17214 172'/4 + 14
Gen. Th. Eq 9'/8 9'/8 9i/

8 + Vs
Loew's, Inc 25% 25 1/2 25% + %
do pfd
Paramount 5% 5% 5Vz + Vs

I

Paramount 1st pfd. 77 Vi 77>/2 771/2 + 4Vi
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 8% 83/8 8% + l/g

RKO new 2'/2 2'/2 2Vi
1 20th Century-Fox

20th Century-Fox pfd. 15 15 15
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2% 23/8 2%
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46 102 102 102
Loew's deb .3'/2s46 1027/8 102% 102% + %
Para. B'way 3s55 46 46 46
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1% ]3/^ ]3/4
Technicolor 9'/8 9% 9% — %
Trans-Lux 1% 1% 1 % + %
Universal Corp. vtc. 3% 3% 33,4 — y4
Universal Picts

Col. to Handle Spanish,
Mono. English "Cavalier"

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Spanish version of

"Gypsy Cavalier" being produced by
International Pictures wih Alexis
Thurn-Taxis directing, will be dis-
libuted by Columbia. Dave Bieder-
tan represented International in the
negotiations. Monogram will handle
the English version of the picture.

M The Broadway Parade m
Picture and Distributor Theater

Pride and Prejudice (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—4th week Music Hall

The Sea Hawk (Warner Bros. Pictures)—4th week Strand
I Love You Again (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—3rd week Capitol
Foreign Correspondent (United Artists-Wanger) Rivoli

Rhythm on the River (Paramount Pictures) Paramount
He Stayed for Breakfast (Columbia Pictures) Roxy
Cold Rush Maisie (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) Criterion

Stranger on the Third Floor (RKO Radio Pictures) Rialto

Flowing Gold (Warner Bros. Pictures) Globe
The Ranger and the Lady (Republic Pictures) (a) ..Central
Hunted Men (Paramount Pictures) (a) Central
All This and Heaven Too (Warner Bros. Pictures) (a-b) Palace

Pop Always Pays (RKO Radio Pictures) (a) Palace

TWO-A-DAY RUNS
Gone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—38th week Astor

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—26th week World
Schubert's Serenade (Arthur Ziehm, Inc.) ..55th St. Playhouse
Grand Illusion (French feature) (d) 5th Ave. Playhouse
Crime and Punishment (French feature) (d) 5th Ave. Playhouse

FUTURE OPENINGS
Boom Town (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—Sept. 5 Capitol
Lucky Partners (RKO Radio Pictures)—Sept. 6 Music Hall
No Time for Comedy (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Sept. 6 .Strand
Rangers of Fortune (Paramount Pictures)—Sept. 18 Paramount
The Long Voyage Home (United Artists)— (c) Rivoli
Brigham Young (Twentieth Century-Fox) (c) Roxy
Girl from God's Country (Republic Pictures)—Sept. 7 Criterion
Tulsa Kid (Republic Pictures)—Sept. 4 (a) Central
Last Train from Madrid (Paramount Pictures)—Sept. 4 (a-b) Central,
Return of Frank James (Twentieth Century-Fox)—Sept. 6 (a-b) Palace
Ladies Must Live (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Sept. 6 (a) Palace
Time in the Sun (Spanish feature) (e) 5th Ave. Playhouse

(a) Dual bill. (b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill. (d) Revival.
(e) Opens house soon under now policy.

Fraser Resigns as Para.
Foreign Publicity Head

George Fraser has resigned as
head of the foreign publicity and
advertising department of Para-
mount Pictures, Inc.. it was an-
nounced Friday by John W. Hicks,
Jr., vice-president in charge of the
foreign department.

Albert Deane, formerly director

of foreign publicity and advertising
will again exercise general super-
vision over the department in addi-

tion to his present production and
censorship duties, with Paul E. Ack-
erman, who has been in the depart-
ment for the past seven years, as-

suming direct charge of foreign
publicity and exploitation.

There are no further changes con-
templated in the personnel of this

department.

Erlcmger, Former Judge, Dead
Mitchell L. Erlanger, 83, former

justice of the New York Supreme
Court, and a brother of the late
Abraham L. Erlanger, theatrical pro-
ducer, died at his home in New York
on Thursday.

From

THE FILM

DAILY to

September 3

Mary Doran

"Sea Hawk" Tops "69th"
In 17 Key City Dates

In seventeen key city situations
reporting to date, Warner Bros.'
"The Sea Hawk" is running far
ahead of that company's "Fighting
69th," which was one of the top
grossers of the '39-40 season, it was
stated over the week-end.
Those engagements topping "69th"

business are: Warner, Memphis,
$2,100 better for 7 days; Earle,
Washington, $3,000 for 7 days; Hol-
lywood and Downtown, Los Angeles,
$2,600 for 5 days; Colonial, Rich-
mond, $750 for 6 days; Roger Sher-
man, New Haven, $250 for 2 days;
Strand, Hartford, $225 for 2 days;
Warner, Bridgeport, $350 for 2 days;
Warner, Worcester, $200 for 2 days;
Capitol, Springfield, $190 for 2 days;
Stamford, $200 for 1 day; Fox, San
Francisco, $310 for 1 day; Strand,
Albany, $160 for 1 day; Stanley,
Utica, $140 for 1 day; Stanley, Jer-
sey City, $300 for 1 day; Fabian,
Paterson, $195 for 1 day; Astor,
Reading, $200 for 1 day.
The Errol Flynn starrer is now

in fourth holdover week at the New
York Strand, where the film is play-
ing to record summer business.

3 Planes to Take Party
to "Westerner" Debut
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Samuel Goldwyn has

chartered three airplanes to take a
party of players and newspapermen
headed by himself, Gary Cooper and
Walter Brennan to Fort Worth,
Sept. 17 for the world premiere of
"The Westerner." On Sept. 20, the
Goldwyn party will attend the pre-
miere in Dallas.
Gabe Yorke has been engaged to

carry out Goldwyn's plans in con-
nection with the Texas showings.

COfninO and GOIflC

SPYROS SKOURAS, National Theaters chieftain
is due back in New York late this week after
touring the company's division headquarters in
the west.

WALTER J. HUTCHINSON, director of foreign
distribution for ^Oth-Fox, returns to the hom*
orrice today after a studio visit. T

WILLIAM MORGAN, managing director .

France for 20th-Fox, arrived in this country
Saturday on the Exochorda.

SAM CLARK, of Warners' exploitation staff,
is in South Bend working on the premiere of
Warners' "Knute Rockne-AII American."

OTTO BOLLE, South African manager for
20th-Fox, is due here today on the Uruguay.

TYRONE POWER and his wife, ANNABELLA,
leave the Coast late this month for a vacation
in Canada and Alaska.

JOE BROWN, JR., juvenile actor on the 20th-
Fox lot, is here for a vacation.

CHARLES E. MCCARTHY, director of adver-
tising and publicity for 20th-Fox, is expected
back at the home office today after a week's
vacation in New England.

CHESTER BAHN, editor of THE FILM DAILY,
returns to New York today after a vacation iri

upstate New York and Canada.

SIDNEY RECHETNIK, of Warners' publicity
department, returns to his desk today after a
vacation.

,

SABU and JUNE DUPREZ, stars of Alexander <

Korda's "The Thief of Bagdad," arrived here
over the week-end for a New York stay.

LARAINE DAY has returned to the Coast
after a vacation in New York.

IRVING LESSER, managing director of the
Roxy, is on the Coast looking over new product.
JOAN CARROLL has arrived from Hollywood

for rehearsals of the stage production, "Panama
Hattie."

CHARLOTTE GREENWOOD and her husband.
MARTIN BROONES, expect to return next week
to the Coast where Miss Greenwood has another
picture engagement.

ROSALIND RUSSELL was due from Hollywood
at the week-end.

W. S. VAN DYKE, 2nd, Metro director, and
MRS. VAN DYKE are spending a brief holiday
in New York. They are stopping at the Waldorf.,

"No Time For Comedy"
Next Strand Attraction

"No Time For Comedy," Warne
Bros, production with James Stew
art and Rosalind Russell starred,

will go into the Strand this week
as a follow up to "The Sea Hawk"
instead of "Flowing Gold," which
had previously been announced as the

next attraction.

"HARD-TO-GETTO" PEOPLE

ARE EASY TO GET TO BY

fostal
Telegraph

CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS
'PHONED IN APPEAR ON YOUR

TELEPHONE BILL.

II



...the week after

'NO TIME FOR MMFnV



13% DAILY

Tuesday, September 3, 194]

Tax Collections Up

2 Million Over '39

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Bureau of Internal

Revenue over the week-end issued
final official figures on admission
tax collections for the 1940 fiscal

year, showing a substantial increase
over the fiscal year of 1939. The
1940 collection was $21,887,916.00 i

compared to $19,470,801.85 for 1939.
|

representing a gain of $2,417,114.15

One-Third of Salt Lake
City Sees "Brigham"

"Brigham Young" has played to

almost one-third of the entire pop-
ulation of Salt Lake City in one
week, with 46,097 people of the
latest estimated population of 145,-

439, seeing the picture, it was re-

ported Friday by 20th-Fox. Centre
theater, where the picture is con-

tinuing its run after the multiple
opening the week before, was aug-
mented by another house to take
care of the demand for tickets.

It was stated that "Brigham
Young" attendance records topped
those set by "Alexander" and "Jesse
James" by more than 20,000 admis-
sions for the week. Including the

receipts from the opening night,

take for the first week doubled the

combined first week's take of "Alex-
ander" and "Jesse James," it was
asserted.

Pathe's Bound Brook Lab.
Signs With Technicians

Contract was signed Friday by
Local 702, lab. technicians union,
with Pathe's Bound Brook Labora-
tory. It was stated that the pact
covered about 150 employes of the

company and that an average wage
increase of approximately 15 per

cent had been agreed upon. Pact
expires Dec. 31, at which time the

union agreements with other labs,

in this area also expire, allowing

all new negotiations to start at the

time. A number of other provis-

ions are also included in the con-

tract.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
j

Hollywood—Vivien Leigh and Lau-
j

rence Olivier, British film players,

were married Friday at the home of

a friend in Santa Barbara. Kath-
arine Hepburn and Garson Kanin
were present at the ceremonies.

The Oliviers left immediately after

the wedding for northern California.

Altoona, Pa.—Victor Notopoulos,

son of Mr. and Mrs. A. N. Noto-
poulos, and who is associated with

his father and brothers in the op-

eration of the Altoona Publix The-
aters Circuit, was married Sunday
in Detroit, to Miss Happy Schiotis

of that city.

• • • THE Great God Advertising! Advertising built the

studios in Hollywood Advertising built the movie theaters

big and little Advertising made movies a habit as well as a pas-

time Advertising made showmanship a business instead of a gam-

ble Advertising MADE this industry! And advertising is go-

ing to keep it in the BLACK and nothing else but

T
• • • UP to this point in today's colyum you have

been reading without the quotes what National Screen

Service together with its subsidiaries, Advertising Acces-

sories, Inc., and National Screen Accessories shouted to the

film biz last mid-week via trade press ads What NSS
et al clarioned is important because it's the TRUTH

We agree with the ad's contention that advertising

must GLAMOURIZE your theater (if you're an exhib.) and
GLAMOURIZE your product (whether you're an exhib., a pro-

ducer, or a distributor) We agree further that advertis-

ing must SHOWMANIZE this industry NSS et al do it by

creating and providing trailers, lobby displays, and standard the-

ater accessories which mean a whale of a lot of revenue to

filmland annually

T T T
• • • NOT a word would we change of what the NSS co-

horts proclaimed We would like merely to append to their thesis by

saying that this industry should avail itself of EVERY channel

wherewith it can advertise and thereby better showmanize

itself and its product It should use to the maximum the trailer,

lobby displays, theater accessories aye, lads, and the newspapers,

the trade papers, magazines and radio We cannot pen these lines

without recalling a precept of the late Wells Hawks: "The

better the barker, the fuller the tent"

T T
9 • • YES'DAY afternoon this corner saw the aug-

mented version of "The Ramparts We Watch" in M of T's

production room Opus is augmented via the insertion of some
400 feet from the Nazi propagandistic production, "Baptism

Of Fire" M of T is using the footage despite the roaring

objections of Germany and Ufa Out of the battle may well

emerge a monumental legal blitzkrieg involving highly

academic questions regarding international license rights

But one thing immediately arising out of the said battle

is an even better-than-the-origiiial "The Ramparts We
Watch" Incorporation of the "Baptism of Fire" sequences

chosen is like super-charging an already tremendously

powerful vehicle

T
• • • JUST this week-end we got a note from ole Steubenville,

Ohio which avers that Walt Urling, circuit operator, and his frere,

L. H. Urling have started constructing a new film house in Pine

Grove, W. Va Mister L. H. Urling is a dentist (an a good one) by

profession and we feel he should be commended for turning exhib.

—which is admittedly the last word in pulling teeth (i.e. if

you can believe the present exhibs.). . . • Personal Communication:

Best wishes to Pate Knowles, Bob Coote and Colin Tapley

who have left the ranks of Hollywood film actors for the ranks of

the RAF in Toronto where they'll brush-up on their flying to

do their bit in the war Boys.—remember us to the aeronautical

pastures north of the border where still must live the grand

traditions of Long Branch, S. of M. A., Borden, Armour Heights. . . .

Indies May Seek

Decree Injunction

(Continued from Page 1)

j

considered injurious by the indepe:
dents.

It was said at the week-end th;

"every effort possible" would/^
made to prevent the decree \
passed until the "five picture" clau
was revised so as to permit cance
lation rights. In some instances,

j

was learned, attorneys for indepe
dent groups had been instructed
take steps toward an applicati<
for an injunction to restrain the d
cree from becoming operative.

Meanwhile, representatives of t

MPTOA, Allied, ITOA, Pacific Coa
Conference and other groups a
slated to present their views on tl

decree to Thurman Arnold in Was
ington today. Future of decree neg
tiations may be determined by'ti
outcome of these sessions.

No New Theater Taxes
Expected in New York

Albany—New York state's ciga
ette tax, chosen by the legislate
in May, 1939, when the drive for
tax on amusements and theater a
missions had gained momentu:
netted the state $23,234,647.85 in i

first year of operation, the Sta
Tax Department revealed Fridaj

The tax was inaugurated July
1939, and was continued for a
other year without much contr
versy last spring by the legislatui
In addition to the more than 23 m
lion dollar intake, the state collect
$950,000 from stamp tax sellers b

fore July 1, 1939.

With the favorable income fro
tobacco, it is not anticipated th
theaters will be subjected to ai

special impost for state defen
measures when the legislature co

venes in January.

"Birth of a Nation"
Opens in Boston Today

Astor Pictures has set the initi

engagement of the new synchro
ized version of "The Birth Of
Nation" at the Comique Theatf
Boston, opening today. The pictu
recently played test bookings
Washington, where it held for
days at the Belasco Theater and
Baltimore, at the Centre Theat
where, after seven days of recor*

breaking business, it is being broug
back for a return engagement.

STORKS!
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Graha

are the proud parents of a so

Michael, born in Mexico City, Au
22, according to word received

New York. Graham is Paramount
rssistant manager for Mexico.
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BOOMTOWN
AMAZES!

Its wonders never cease! Here's

a show that's so sure-fire they

book it for 2 weeks just as a

starter, before it even opens!

Here are a few of the

2'week bookings, at

advanced prices!

//

Rochester Baltimore

Syracuse Toledo

Dayton Atlanta

Providence Houston

Louisville Nashville

Kansas City Dallas

St. Louis San Antonio

Wilmington Pittsburgh

Norfolk Cleveland

Richmond Columbus

Held over 3rd week in 7 out of 9 test engagements. Every

day new openings set new records! Booked for indefinite

run in Philadelphia and in two first-run theatres day'and-

date in Seattle and Chicago. And as we go to press

—

4th WEEK IN CINCINNATI DOING
517 PERCENT OF NORMAL BUSINESS

AND CONTINUES INDEFINITELY!

"MY 'BOOM TOWN' COSTUME!
Mr. Exhibitor gets the

biggest share of the

"Boom Town" gusher!
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BUSINESS PROVES IT!

RIVOLI, NEW YORK CITY, plays the

big ones—but none as big as this!

Top gross, largest number of ad-
missions in the last five years.
Held over, of course—and headed
for a long, long run 3

LOEWS STATE, CLEVELAND. Biggest

gross of any United Artists picture

in the past four years. Tops this

year's record-holder by $400
opening day!

"One of the best pictures of the year!"
—New York Herald-Tribune

"lit
It's the thriller of the year!

— New York World-Telegram

"The most exciting film of the last six

months!"
— Dorothy Kilgallen, New York Journal-American

Walter Wanger presents

ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S
production of

.



r* «
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Ueasi ?

"A formidable contender for best movie

of the year!" — Life Magazine

Easily one of the finest pictures of the

year! Time Magazine

"The most sensational picture this re-

viewer has seen this year. Wowie, what

a movie!
— Louella Parsons, In ternational News Service

"You'll never see a more exciting movie

for this is one of the real film events of

1940! — Liberty Magazine

From ALFRED HITCHCOCK, who directed "Rebecca it

CREA
with

LARAINE DAY HERBERT MARSHALL GEORGE SANDERS ALBERT BASSERMAN ROBERT BENCHLEY

/?./.««/ iU UNITED ARTISTS
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:< ik REVIEWS OF TH6 IKUJ FILfllS :< t,
"The Howards of

Virginia"
with Cary Grant, Martha Scott

Columbia 122 Mins.

STRONG HISTORICAL EPIC OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY ERA; B. 0.

ASSET FOR ALL SITUATIONS.

From the outset, Columbia planned this

Frank Lloyd-produced-and-directed epic as

one of the company's big gun attractions of

the 1940-41 season. That it measures up

fully to expectations is a matter of three-

fold importance,—namely, to its makers,

to theaters, and to the public. It is a hand-

somely mounted vehicle recounting a stir-

ring story adapted to the screen from Eliza-

beth Page's best-seller novel, "The Tree

of Liberty." Its appeal to fans is strong

and sure, because of the fine love story,

the smooth acting and direction, and the

patriotic inspiration it evokes via the his-

torical events related,—those which sur-

rounded the birth of the American republic.

Film houses great and small will find the

picture a credit to their screens and an

asset to their box offices.

Cary Grant enacts the central role of

Matt Howard, tough-fibred Virginia farm-

er and patriot, whose blustering and un-

polished manners earn him the contempt

of the Tory Family Peyton whose attractive

feminine scion, the role allotted to the cap-

able Martha Scott, is moved to wed him

both because of her love for him, and the

hope that she could redeem him from his

untutored ways. Much of the film's foot-

age deals with their rearing of a home and

family, but the latter half of the story is

concerned with his role as a member of

the Virginia House of Burgesses before its

dissolution by the British Crown, and his

activtiies as a member of the ragged Con-

tinental Army which finally triumphed at

Yorktown. The flame of patriotism burns

brightly in many sequences.

There is the rise of Thomas Jefferson,

splendidly played by Richard Carlson, to

power; the immortal speeches of Patrick

Henry; fleeting but adequate glimpses of

the Boston Tea Party; the ride of Paul

Revere; and the suffering at Valley Forge.

Authenticity and efficacy of the settings

arise from the filming of many sequences in

the recently restored Williamsburg, Va.,

—

a project upon which the Rockefeller fam-

ily spent some $20,000,000. Sir Cedric

Hardwicke, Alan Marshal, Paul Kelly, and

Irving Bacon are among the principal sup-

porting players who, in common with the

rest of the cast, turn in capable perform-

ances. The juvenile players both in the

prologue and story-proper are likewise effec-

tive. "The Howards of Virginia" appears

destined to rank well up among the bet-

ter pictures of the new season.

CAST: Cary Grant, Martha Scott, Sir

Cedric Hardwicke, Alan Marshal, Richard

Carlson, Paul Kelly, Irving Bacon, Elizabeth

Risdon, Ann Revere, Richard Alden, Phil

Taylor, Rita Quigley, Libby Taylor, Richard

Gaines, George Houston, Ralph Byrd, Dickie

Jones, Buster Phelps, Wade Boteler, Mary

Field, R. Wells Gordon, Charles Francis.

CREDITS: Producer and Director, Frank

Lloyd; Author, Elizabeth Page; Screenplay,

Sidney Buchman; Music and Score by Rich-

ard Hageman; Photography, Bert Glennon;

Art Direction, John Goodman; Interior De-

corations, Howard Bristol; Assistant Direc-

"Stranger On The
Third Floor"

with Peter Lorre, John McGuire,
Margaret Tallichet

RKO 64 Mins.

UNUSUAL MYSTERY MELLER IS SUS-
PENSEFUL THROUGHOUT; O.K. AS GEN-
ERAL OFFERING.

Revolving around an unusual theme, this

murder mystery meller should hold the at-

tention of audiences from beginning to end.

It is suspenseful throughout, and it has

been competently played by an able cast.

With the exception of Peter Lorre, whose
part is relatively minor, there are no big

names to capitalize on, but exhibs. still

should be able to find plenty of exploitable

material.

John McGuire capably essays the lead role

and Margaret Tallichet neatly fills the top

femme role opposite him. A fine bit is

contributed by Elisha Cook Jr., and Charles

Waldron, Charles Halton and other able

character players give good support. Lorre

is good as an escaped lunatic. Boris Ingster

directed, holding his players in line and

keeping the outcome of the story cloaked

in suspense. Frank Partos gets credit for

the unusual story and screenplay.

McGuire, a reporter, helps to convict

Cook of a murder by his evidence, although

he only saw Cook at the scene of the crime

and did not see it committed. Later, he be-

gins to doubt that Cook is guilty, and sud-

denly finds himself in the same sort of a

jam when his next door neighbor is mur-
dered. Miss Tallichet finally discovers the

real murderer, Lorre, an escaped lunatic,

but not without a terrific buildup in sus-

pense until the climax.

CAST: Pete Lorre, John McGuire, Mar-
garet Tallichet, Charles Waldron, Elisha

Cook, Jr., Charles Halton, Ethel Griffies,

Cliff Clark, Oscar O'Shea, Alec Craig, Otto

Hoffman.

CREDITS: Producer, Lee Marcus; Director,

Boris Ingster; Story and Screenplay, Frank

Partos; Cameraman, Nicholas Musuraca; Ed-

itor, Harry Marker.

DIRECTION, Suspenseful. PHOTOGRA-
PHY, Good.

Republic Borrows Hubbard
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Republic has borrowed

John Hubbard from Hal Roach for

the lead in "Who Killed Aunt Mag-
gie?", an original by Medora Field,

film critic of the Atlanta Journal.
Wendy Barrie, Elizabeth Patterson,
Edgar Kennedy, Walter Abel, Willie

Best and Victor Killian are in the
cast. Production starts on Thursday.

Chi. Operator Pact Delayed
Chicago — Chicago operators will

continue working under the old con-
tracts expiring Sept. 1, renewal
meetings having been postponed
until later this week.

tor, William Tummel; Editor, Paul Weather-

wax; Montage, Slavko Vorkapich; Sound Re-

cording, W. H. Wilmarth; Technical Ad-

viser, Waldo Twitchell; Associate Producer,

Jack Skirball.

DIRECTION, Skillful. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fair.

"Colorado
with Roy Rogers, George "Gabby" Hayes,

Pauline Moore
Republic 57 Mins.

ACTION AND ABLE PERFORMANCES BY

A COMPETENT CAST PUT THIS WEST-

ERN OVER.

The Roy Rogers fans should be well

pleased with this release. It has a Civil

War background, Indians, Secessionists,

spies, gun runners and crooked politicians

for Rogers to cope with. The outdoor

locations are on the plus side and the ac-

tion is well paced. Story holds together

nicely and is plausible.

Rogers is supported by George "Gabby"
Hayes, Pauline Moore, Maude Eburne, Mil-

burn Stone and Arthur Loft, latter two pro-

viding the villainy. Joseph Kane gets credit

as the producer-director.

Rogers, a lieutenant in the U. S. Army
Intelligence, is sent to Colorado to ferret

out the reason for Indian uprisings and in-

creased outlawry which are tying up troops

needed by General Grant. He meets Pauline

Moore on the stage, and also meets his

black sheep brother. Stone, who attempts

to hold up the stage.

Stone is confronted by Rogers and admits

he tried the holdup, but he is engaged to

Miss Moore and Rogers doesn't want to dis-

close the fact that he is helping the South-
ern cause. However, evidence uncovered

by Rogers forces Stone to flee from the

army post. He and Loft are finally dis-

posed of and Rogers cleans up the whole
situation, in addition to winning Miss Moore.

CAST: Roy Rogers, Pauline Moore, George
"Gabby" Hayes, Arthur Loft, Milburn Stone,

Maude Eburne, Hal Taliaferro, Vester Pegg,
Fred Burns, Lloyd lngraham.

CREDITS: Associate Producer and Direc-

tor, Joseph Kane; Screenplay, Louis Stevens
and Harrison Jacobs; Cameraman, Jack
Marta; Editor, Edward Mann.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

First of Six Trovelcade
Shorts Now Completed

Walter Bibo, head of Atlas Film
Exchange, Inc., announces the com-
pletion of the English and Spanish
version of the first six single reel
color travelogues called "Travel-
cade." The six completed are
"Siam," "Holland," "Norway," "Ma-
ay," "Celebes-Komodo," and "Bor-
neo-Flores-Bali" and are printed in

Magnacolor.

Variety Films Acquires
Mohawk Foreign Rights

Mohawk Film Corp. reports the
(dosing of a deal with Amerigo
Benefico, Variety Film Distributors,
New York City, to distribute all of

the former product of Grand Na-
tional Pictures, Atlantic Pictures
and Educational Films throughout
the world, excluding the United
States of America, its possessions
and the Dominion of Canada.

"Doomed To Die"
with Boris Karloff

Monogram 67 Min
KARLOFF AS MR. WONG IN A JUS

FAIR MURDER MYSTERY.

This is a rather unpretentious whodun
and not up to the standard of previous M
Wong films. Fault lies in the uninsi

performances of most of the cast, pll

lack of any real suspense or comedy.

The players seem to just go through th

motions except Karloff who does a goo

enough job in a weak part. Story tel

how Mr. Wong is called in to solve th

murder of a shipowner after the son c

the dead man's rival has been accused. Cir

cumstances point to the boy's guilt but M
Wong is able to run down the real criminal:

Grant Withers is the usual dumb detectiv

and Marjorie Reynolds the newspaper gi

always in the way.

CAST: Boris Karloff, Grant Withers, Mar
jorie Reynolds, Melvin Lang, Guy Ushe

Catherine Craig, William Sterling.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Paul Mai

vern; Director, William Nigh; Author, Hug
Wiley; Adaptation. Michel Jacoby; Screen

play, Ralph G. Bettinson; Cameraman, Han
Neumann; Sound, Karl Zint; Film Edito

Robert Golden.

DIRECTION, Okay. PHOTOGRAPHS
Good.

nCUIS OF THE DAY

Warren, O.—With Stuart Cagne;
operating the new Drive-in nea
here, Spence Pierce succeeds Cag
ney as manager of the Imperial, a

Associated house. Pierce came o

from Oklahoma City where he mar
aged the Midwest. Prior to that h

was in charge of the Warner th€

ater in Memphis, Tenn.

Cresson, Pa.—The newly cor

structed Rivoli Theater in Sout

Fork, Pa., which is the latest lin

in the chain of theaters operated b

Ray Allison in Altoona, Johns

town and nearby towns, will hav

its formal opening on Labor Daj

to which the trade has been invitee

Minneapolis—The Twin City Vai

iety Club will hold its second gol

tournament of the current seaso

tomorrow, at Breezy Point Lodge i

Pequot, Minn. The winner of thi

tourney will represent this sectio

at the National Variety Club Gol

Tournament to be held at Atlanti

City on April 18, 1941. Gilber

Nathanson and Bill Elson of Min

neapolis are in charge.

Detroit—Detroit Variety Club wi

hold its annual golf tournament oi

Monday, September 16, at Tar

O'Shanter Club at $5 per head

Event is under the chairmanship o

John Howard, branch manager o

Paramount, and national Variet;

golf champion.
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Short Subject Reviews
"Service With the Colors"

(Technicolor Production)
(Warners 20 Mins.

Magnificent Two-Reeler

With Army enlistment and con-

scription a vital topic of the day,

.here's a short which commends itself

I— every circuit and indie exhibitor

_ the land, and one which will thrill

all who are interested in the subject

)f national defense and inspiring

entertainment. Aside from providing

^op-flight screen fare for their pa-

;rons, outlets will be aiding the na-

:ion's welfare by booking it. Made in

nilliant Technicolor, it recounts the

;tory of several American youths

vho enlist in the Army. One of the

u-ouths signs up to "serve" Uncle
)am selfishly. His motive is one of

;elf-convenience,—to gain a living

vithout deference to the honor and
esponsibilities inherent in military

ife. Contemptuous of discipline, he
[

inally reaches the point where he
ttempts to desert. The regiment's

ommanding officer, exercising his

i:een judgment in handling men, suc-

eeds in bringing home to the boy a

ealization of his errors. At the

| nale, the youth is proud of his se-

ction to carry the regimental col-
|

rs in a review. Robert Armstrong,
-William Lundigan, Henry O'Neill,

villiam Orr, Herbert Anderson and
•eorge Haywood are the principal

pst members, all of whom turn in

Ancient performances. B. Reeves
'ason's direction is excellent. Par-
de and drill of the recruits at the

Jan Francisco World's Fair is a

:lendid and spectacular climax.

"The Capital City,

Washington, D. C."
(FitzPatrick TravelTalk)

M-G-M 9 mins.
Pleasing Subject

The nation's capital is enchanting-
ly photographed in color by the Fitz-

Patrick forces, and the result is a
pleasing subject. Narration tells of

how the city was planned, and during
the description aerial scenes are
shown which give a very impressive
idea of the city. Many of the latter's

famous public buildings and land-
marks are revealed via expertly-
chosen camera angles. The Wash-
ington Monument, the Capitol, the
White House, United States Supreme
Court, Smithsonian Institution, Na-
tional Red Cross building, several
of the more elaborate and pictur-
esque edifices occupied by represen-
tatives of foreign governments, are
among the sights. The climax of the
reel is the Lincoln Memorial.

"Please Answer"

(Pete Smith Specialty)

[-G-M 9 Mins.

Clever Stuff

That unflaggingly popular fad of

e quiz is given original and hum-
-ous treatment via the versatile,

rique touch of Pete Smith. Some
ilf dozen or so queries are put to

e audience, each member of which
n keep his or her own "score."

ide from the interesting caliber of

e questions, there are a lot of

ughs studding the footage, par-
ularly the terminating sequence
•rich brings up the old subject of

lat makes a cow stand in the direc-

^•n she does. Patrons will like this

>e and it will fit nicely into any
egram.

[O Has Role for Coburn
§*< Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
[ollywood—RKO has cast Charles

|burn for a leading role in Jean
knur's starrer, "The Devil and

!
ss Jones," which Sam Wood will

li-ect when he finishes "Kitty
I yle."

"Football Highlights"

(Sports Parade)
Warners 10 Mins.

Timely and Effective
With the pigskin already bounding

around gridirons in practice sessions,
present reel is not only timely but
highly entertaining. It's one of the
best shorts on the autumnal pastime.
Footage shows a number of thrill-

scoring plays staged by college
elevens, several of which are by
Notre Dame teams. Some fine human
interest scenes of the late Knute
Rockne drilling his South Bend ma-
chines are included. Further high-
lights are shots revealing open field

running and blocking, line play, and
the execution of forward and shovel
passes. At times the camera stops
action to demonstrate factors con-
tributing to a long run, the failure or
success of a lateral, or an intercep-
tion.

Three Theater Companies
Get New York Charters

F.D.R. Takes Lead
At the end of the fourth week in the

Presidential Pin Poll conducted in the
Embassy Newsreel Theaters, President
Roosevelt jumps into the lead for the
first time, with a total vote of 43,796
to Willkie's 42,004.

Albany—Charter papers have been
issued by the Secretary of State's
corporation division to three exhibi-
tor concerns. They are:

Phoenix Theaters, Inc., 100 shares,
subscribers being Irving Winter,
Philip Weiss and Grace Phillips,

New York. Counsel filing was the
Continental Albany Lawyers Service.

G & B Theater, Inc., Brooklyn,
subscribers being Jacob D. Levit,

Hyman Borman and Estelle Tobin,
New York. Counsel is Joseph Hel-

ler, 51 Chambers Street
Clinton Playhouse, Inc., $20,000

authorized stock, deal in motion pic-

ture machines. Subscribers are
Charles Steiner, Brooklyn; Mitchell

Levitsky and Mark I. Finkelstein,

New York. Counsel is Fliashnick &
Liberman.

C. W. Stiles Dies
Memphis, Tenn.—C. W. Stiles,

aged 43, projectionist at the Strand
theater, died last week after a pro-

longed illness.

1
!
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STIRRING ROMANCE...
MIGHTY ADVENTURE
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Refuses Resignation

Of George Skouras

(Continued from Page 1)

for Manton's approval of a sale of

Fox Theater Corp. assets to Skou-
ras Theaters during receivership of

the Fox organization.

Other Defendants

The indictment, handed down
early on Friday by a Federal Grand
Jury, also named as defendants,

Skouras Theaters Corp., Ktima
Corp., partially owned by Skouras
Theaters, and Harvey B. Newins, as

alleged intermediary. Maximum
penalty, if conviction follows, is two
years imprisonment and a $10,000

fine. Skouras was held in $2,500

bail.

The indictment followed an inves-

tigation by U. S. Attorney John T.

Cahill into the Fox receivership on

instructions of Federal Judge John
C, Knox. Judge Knox's request was
made on receiving the final report of

Milton C. Weisman, as receiver of

Fox Theaters. The U. S. Attorney's

office stated Friday that the inves-

tigation into Fox Theater Corp. af-

fairs has not yet been completed.

A Federal Grand Jury has been
hearing evidence on the case for the

past three months.

Alleged Loan of $30,000

Skouras is charged with making
an alleged loan of $30,000 to Judge
Manton on Jan. 11, 1937, to secure

his approval to a bid of $155,000 by
Skouras Theaters for the leasehold

on the Academy of Music, and for

the company's interest in William
Fox Realty Co., a subsidiary of Fox
Theaters. In this way. the indict-

ment stated, Skouras Theaters for

$155,000 obtained rights which will

yield a profit of $1,500,000 in 20

years.

A statement issued by Arthur H.

Schwartz, attorney for George P.

Skouras, is as follows:

"Mr. Skouras is innocent of this

charge or of any wrongdoing what-

soever. He has fully co-operated

with the governmental authorities,

made available all records, corporate

and personal, and has been subjected

to questioning, without any claim of

privilege or immunity, times with-

out number.
"We are convinced that the ulti-

mate outcome will vindicate Mr.

Skouras's personal integrity."

Skouras Board's Statement
Following the indictment, the

Skouras board made the following

statement:
"The Board of Directors of Skou-

ras Theaters Corporation held
_
a

meeting- today, in view of the in-

dictment found by the Federal Grand

Jury against the corporation and

its president, Mr. George P. Skouras.

"Mr. Skouras tendered his resig-

n->tio- >-o the Board which resigna-

tion the Board declined and at the

same time expressed full faith and

confidence in Mr. Skouras."

Skouras issued this statement:

"The statement my attorneys

made this morning covers the situa-

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

DOBERT C. SHERWOOD. Born, 1910, in New Westminster, B. D., to American

'^parents. Educated, public schools, Los Angeles. First had ambition to be a

film producer 15 years ago, at age of 14, and has pursued that goal since,

climaxing in recent formation of "Robert Sherwood Productions, Inc." First

picture to be "Legacy," from Charles Bonner novel, to be released by Columbia.

Has been church organist, choir singer, champion

boy orator of the nation, oboe player with Los

Angeles Philharmonic, actor and stage manager,

at Pasadena Playhouse, head of traveling stock

company. More recently, employed in radio as

a commentator, writer, director and producer. In

his first venture in films, has signed Warner
Baxter, Constance Bennett and Elsa Maxwell,

Gregory Ratoff to direct and Howard Estabrook

to write the screenplay of "Legacy" which is

slated for Sept. 16th start, and late 1940 release.

Often confused with Robert E. Sherwood, the

playwright, but is a full 15 years younger. Tall,

slim, handsome; expert tennis player and

golfer.

Col. to Hold Special
Screenings of "Howards"

(Continued from Page 1)

portant ke^ spots in various parts
of the country.

The first of these was held in
New York City, at the Astor The-
ater, Wednesday. Other screenings
are scheduled as follows:

September 3: Colony Theater,
Cleveland, Ohio; Melrose Theater,
Dallas, Texas; Whitney Theater,
New Haven, Conn. September 4:

Fox Boulevard Theater, Los An-
celes, Calif.; Ritz Theater, St.

Louis, Mo. September 5: Venetian
Theater, Seattle, Wash. September
6: Oriental Theater, Portand, Ore.
September 8: Carman Theater,
Philadelphia, Pa. Rialto Theater,
Atlanta, Ga. September 9: Edison
Hall, Kansas City, Mo.; RKO Grand
Theater, Cincinnati. Ohio; Linden
Circle Theater, Memphis, Tenn.;
Tower Theater, Milwaukee, Wise;
Rialto Theater, Pittsburgh, Pa.; State

Theater, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Pal-

ace Theater, Albany. N. Y.; Shea's
Niagara Theater, Buffalo, N. Y.;

Orpheum Theater, Des Moines,
Iowa; St. Louis Park Theater, Min-
neapolis, Minn.; September 10: Stu-

dio Theater. Salt Lake City, Utah;
Exeter St. Theater, Boston, Mass.;

Esquire Theater, Chicago, 111.;

Broadway Theater, Denver, Colo.;

Ritz Theater, Tulsa Okla.

tion. I wish to add that the vote

of confidence expressed by the Board
of Directors of Skouras Theaters

Corporation will be amply justified

by the ultimate outcome.

"I appeared before two different

Grand Juries and they apparently

saw fit to take no action, until the

prosecuting attorney persisted to ob-

tain his result by presenting only

a portion of the case. I have no

other choice than to await the public

hearing of the basis for these

charges. I regret only that until

such time, all the details cannot be

disclosed by either side."

Mono, to Move H. O.
To Coast by Sept. 20

{Continued from Page 1)

handed their two weeks' notices.
Louis Lifton, head of the advertising
and publicity departments, is ex-
pected to leave for the Coast this
week to establish a similar depart-
ment there.

Only exception to the move is the
foreign department of Norton V.
Ritchey, which will make its head-
quarters at the company's New York
exchange. Several key workers in

clerical departments were said to

have been offered their jobs on the

Coast.

All Monogram execs, will move to

the Coast on or before Sept. 20 with
the office officially closed as of that

date.

New Officers and Board
For Philly Warner Club

Philadelphia—The Warner Club of

Philadelphia, has elected a new set

of officers and board of governors.
Those selected were Irving Blum-
berg, president; Martin Aninaman,
vice-president in charge of enter-

tainment; Joseph Feldman, vice-

president in charge of Welfare;
Floyd Bretz, vice-president in charge
of membership; Helen V. Mahoney,
secretary; J. Ellis Shipman, treas-

urer; Joseph Feldman, chairman for

contributions and loans. The board

of Governors are Henry Eytinge,

George Campbell, Joseph Mazer,
Henry Kahan, Maurice Gable, Al

Cohen, Birk Binnard, Charles Moyer,
Dorothy Burd, Ted Schlanger, David
Weshner, A. J. Vanni, Jack Flynn.

Gargan to Produce B'way Play

William Gargan revealed on the

eve of his return to Hollywood that

he would produce a play on Broad-
way sometime next year, with the

possibility of his acting in it. This

will be Gargan's first Broadway ap-

pearance in eight years.

Nazis Grant Credit

To S. A. Products

(.Continued from Page 1)

of local producers, accompanied by
German Embassy officials to back
them up. Extreme interest in the

producers' work is shown, althouji
majority of the officials speak r^-

Spanish, and then extensive rV.'

film credits are offered.

This dumping campaign is be- :

lieved to have affected Buenos Aires
Kodak Company particularly, witr'

other film importers also hurt. The!
Banco Germanico, looked upon bj

many as the head office of the Naz
Gestapo in this country, also assists

in this campaign by granting credits

to the producers who do business

with AGFA.
In cases where film subsidies

and credits are granted, scenes ir

films are requested which plug Ger
man firms, with Banco Germanico
Condor Airlines and other firms pub-

licized in this manner. Agitatior

.

against some foreign interests has!

developed after such propaganda
leading to a protest by the Britisr

ambassador in one specific case. A
minor boom in old German film;

has also resulted here from instruc-

tions given to Nazi organizations tc

patronize motion picture theater;

showing German pictures.

Des Moines Vote Favor
Duals by 57.1 Per Cent

(Continued from Page 1)

bring the complete totals ahead oi

the singles. Tri-State officials saic

any adjustment in the policy of the

company regarding doubles and sin-

gles would await the return of A. H
Blank, president and G. Ralph Bran-
ton, manager, from Washington. The
week-long poll was taken to deter-

mine the future policy of the Tri-

State houses.

At the downtown Paramount the

complete results showed 27.5 per cent

wanting singles and 72.5 per cent ir

favor of the doubles. At the down-
town Des Moines returns showec
55.8 per cent in favor of singles anc

44.2 per cent for doubles. The nabe

Roosevelt had 76.3 per cent for sin-

gles and 23.7 per cent for doubles
The Roosevelt and Des Moines have

been showing singles. The poll re

suited in about 65 per cent of the

total patrons voting and about 35 pel

cent not voting.

To Release Commercial
Pic for Theater Trade

Detroit—Press preview of "Armj
on Wheels," new thirty-minute suh
ject produced by Wilding Picture

Productions, discloses that this filn

will be released for the theatrica

distribution, as well as for genera

commercial use. One hundred prints

have been ordered by the U. S

Army for use in recruiting



Tuesday, September 3, 1940=——
—

chine Defendants

eny Violations
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1 1 m Exchanges, Inc., through
larles D. Prutzman. The answers

— "• total nine.
—? Schine papers assert the Gov-

'(..cent's anti-trust complaint fails

state a claim on which relief can
granted against the defendants,
any of them; fails to state enough
cts to constitute a cause of action
favor of the plaintiff, and further
it the court lacks jurisdiction be-

muse the complaint "fails to set
". -th facts to prove that any of the

fendants are engaged in interstate
mmerce."
UniversaPs answer signed by its

•retary, Peyton Gibson, is a fiat

al of violations of the Sherman
: as charged by the Government,
demands judgment dismissing the

\ nplaint.

O*\ DAILY
:

11

ircuit Threatened
ver "Ramparts" Film

(Continued from Page 1)

baefer, RKO prexy, to Louis de
chemont, MOT chieftain.

\ction against RKO and reprisals

ainst a European affiliated com-
ny were also allegedly threatened.
aaefer's communication to de
chemont did not identify the cir-

t. but it said that the chain was
of RKO's most important clients.

De Rochemont immediately dis-

ched a telegram to the German
ibassy in Washington. Contents

i as follows:
:ron Ulrich Von Gienanth
•man Embassy
:.shington, D. C.

Ye have been advised by the op-
tor of a large chain of theaters
ich has booked our picture "The
nparts We Watch" that one Er-
t Hepp, representing himself as

nected with the German Embassy
:ned him that our film was unfair

Germany and threatened that if it

3 shown containing the "Baptism
Fire" sequence, action would be
en against him and his theaters.

)s is to notify you that March of

he will take full responsibility

any action you may bring against
ater operators showing "Ram-
ts We Watch" on account of the

Kited property rights on the "Bap-
n of Fire" sequence and therefore
that Hepp cease threatening the-

[• exhibitors in this connection.

Louis de Rochemont,
The March of Time.

THE WEEK IN REVIEW
Franchises Covered—Warts Press France

(Continued from Page 1)

miere on Sept. 19 . . . Paramount
was reported considering roadshow-
ing Cecil B. DeMille's "Northwest
Mounted Police" . . . Following test

runs of "Boom Town" at advanced
prices, M-G-M is asking theaters to

up admissions for it . . . Despite
threats of the German Embassy in

Washington to sue March of Time
over the inclusion of sequences of
the Ufa pix, "Baptism of Fire," in

its feature production, "The Ram-
parts We Watch," Louis de Roche-
mont announced that the sequences
would remain in it from now on.

RKO is distributing the M of T fea-
ture . . . Ned E. Depinet, RKO v.-p.,

announced closing of contract for

RKO product to be shown in 359
theaters of the Warner circuit . . .

Superior quality and appeal of pix
for the 1939-40 season is seen in

the fact that the RKO Radio Music
Hall played 24 pictures for the sea-
son as against 31 for 1939-40, more
pix having been held for extended
runs this season . . . N. W. Allied's

product survey reported causing 85
per rent of its members to hold off

on film buys.
* # *

THIS AND THAT: Exhibs. were
faced with a new worry when it was
'earned that Chesterfield cigarettes'
commercial pix, produced by the
March of Time, would receive free
showing in film theaters, 115 houses
in the metropolitan area having
booked the shorts . . . Creation of
a central export company to handle
all foreign distribution of all major
U. S. companies was foreshadowed
at the week's end. Great Britain
would probably be excepted from the
working of such an export unit . . .

Expected switch of Milwaukee the-

aters from a duals to a singles pol-
;cy was frustrated when one theater
refused to go along . . . Gill Index
survey demonstrated that the best
"ustomers of the film industry are
to be found in the rural sections of

the country . . . Tri-States' poll on

news With Altec

3arle M. Fain, of Leesburg, Fla.,

renewed Altec service and R &
•ontracts on his circuit of seven
aters in Florida. A. Fiore nego-
ed for Altec.

duals in Des Moines found only 65
per cent of patrons ballotting; vot-

ing, however, appeared to give dou-
bles an "edge" over singles . . . Sam-
uel Goldwyn reported at the week-
end that close of the drive for funds
for the Red Cross and Allied War
Relief showed total collections to be
$440,416 to be divided between the
two relief agencies . . . AGMA ob-

tained injunction against James Pe-
trillo and the A F of M restraining
them from barring famous vocalists

and instrumentalist from stage, ra-

dio, concert and phonograph work
with hearing on the injunction set

for next Thursday . . . Anti-Nazi
League charged Ufa with being an
agent for the Nazi Government in

this country . . RKO reported a 26-

week profit of $220,819 as against
a loss of $68,070 for the correspond-
ing 26 weeks the previous year . . .

Y. Frank Freeman announced that

Para, has disbanded its unit for the
production of "B" pix, with new pro-

y-ram calling for from 32 to 36 "A"
pictures.

FOREIGN
FRANCE: Foreign execs, of U. S.

distributors see ban on the showing
of all foreign pix save German and
Italian in conquered France due to

the pressure being exerted on France
bv the German authorities . . .

Eleven countries have been totally

lost to U. S. films by German con-

ciuests, according to a survey by
Para.'s director of foreign publicity.

GREAT BRITAIN: British pro-

ducers were reported warmly favor-
ing the move for the extension of
exemption of films from the Govern-
ment's exchange control measure af-

ter Oct. 31. If the exemption is

allowed to expire on that date, Brit-

ish producers see American purchas-
ing of British films declining almost
to the vanishing1 point . . . Jeffrey
Bernerd resigned as director of Brit-

ish Grand National.

Censor Promoted
Detroit—Police Censor Charles W.

Snyder has been elevated to the rank
of lieutenant by Police Commissioner
Frank D. Eaman. Snyder was for-

merly a sergeant.

B <S K-RKO Deal

Ned E. Depinet has announced the

"losing of a deal with the Balaban &
Katz Circuit of Chicago for RKO
1940-41 product, features and shorts.

Forty theaters in Chicago are in-

volved in the transaction.

Hughes Race Plane in Film

Adding an unusual note of realism

to "Men Against the Sky," RKO's
new Richard Dix starrer, Howard
Hughes' world - famous $400,000

record-breaking racing plane plays
one of the important roles. The tiny

speed ship, which holds the trans-
continental record of seven hours, 28
minutes, 25 seconds, is seen as the
world's fastest pursuit plane around
which the fictional plot of the film

revolves.

1 Week for "Rhythm"
'ollowing the biggest first two
s' business of the year, "Rhythm
the River" will be held over for

econd week starting tomorrow.

Air Raid Fails to Disturb London Movie
Fans as They Watch "Boys From Syracuse"

An overseas broadcast describing an air raid alarm in London last week contained

a strong advertising plug for "The Boys From Syracuse." The commentator, who was
heard here throughout the entire network of CBS, said that he was in the Leicester

Theater watching "Syracuse" when the air raid alarm sirens first were heard. A few

persons in the orchestra section moved back beneath the balcony, the speaker declared,

but the remainder were enjoying the picture too much to bother.

Three New Models

Added by Moliograph

Motiograph has announced the ad-
dition of three new models to its

sound system line, pai'ticularly de-
signed for smaller theaters. This
addition now makes the Mirrophonic
De Luxe Sound line complete with
nine models designed to meet the
requirements of every theater from
the smallest to the 7,500 seat giant.

A special system for Drive-in The-
aters is also announced.

All models of the Mirrophonic De
Luxe Sound System from M-12 to

M-15 inclusive, were designed and
engineered by Electrical Research
Products, Inc., and are built by
Western Electric Company with the

exception of the Mirrophonic De
Luxe Reproducer Set which is manu-
factured by Motiograph, Inc. and
based on designs of Electrical Re-
search Products, Inc. (Western Elec-

tric Company subsidiary).

A booklet is now available giving

complete description of the Mirro-
phonic de luxe line.

Report Metro May Drop
Ascap Affiliations

(Continued from Page 1)

previously that M-G-M music inter-

ests were about to merge with BMI
or effect a deal giving BMI access

to its music. To date no deal with
BMI has materialized.
Informed quarters see in Metro's

reported swing away from Ascap
the possibility of a split between mo-
tion pictures generally and Ascap so

that film companies' music may be
broadcast following a ban on Ascap
music on the air after Jan. 1 next.

Mowbray for Korda Film
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Alan Mowbray will

return to thet screen, following an
absence to help produce Noel Cow-
ard's "Tonight at 8:30," in Alexander
Korda's "Lady Hamilton," his first

production under his new United
Artists arrangement.

Start "Malvina" This Week
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—RKO will put "Mal-

vina Swings It" into production this

week with Lee Patrick, Kent Taylor
and Elizabeth Risdon in the cast.

W. C. Fields's Next Film
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Universal will start

production on its next W. C. Fields
vehicle, "Bank Dick," late this month.
Eddie Cline will direct.

"Hell's Angels" Deals

Jack Bannan, who is handling the
exclusive selling on the streamlined
version of "Hell's Angels" for Astor
Pictures, has closed deals with the
Kincey-Publix circuit, operating 36
theaters in North and South Caro-
lina, Virginia, and West Virginia;

and the Shea Theaters Corp., oper-
ating houses in Ohio, Pennsylvania,
and New England.



Matinee
Prices
Increased
25%
Evening
Prices
Increased
33'/3%

|| riRST WEEK OF ITS EXTENDED

ADVANCED-PRICE RUN AT SALT LAKE

CITY'S CENTRE THEATRE ENDS WITH

EVERY RECORD FOR GROSSES AND

ATTENDANCE IN THE HISTORY OF THE

HOUSE SMASHED — WITH NO OTHER

PICTURE EVEN CLOSE! CM ENTERING

ITS SECOND PRECEDENT-SHATTERING

WEEK AT THE CENTRE, IT IS FORCED

TO OPEN SIMULTANEOUSLY AT THE

STUDIO THEATRE— AT THE SAME AD-

>
VANCED PRICE SCALE—TO ACCOM-

MODATE THE MOUNTING PUBLIC DE-

MAND! £jAS WE GO TO PRESS,

SCORES OF ADVANCED-PRICE RUNS

ARE BEING SET ALL OVER THE NATION!

GREAT BOXOFFICE HISTORY IS IN THE

MAKING - THAT WILL BRING GREAT

BOXOFFICE BENEFITS TO YOU!

WATCH THESE ADVANCE
PRICE RUNS! OTHERS
ARE BEING SET DAILY!

Uptown & Esquire, Kansas City
Loew's State & Chinese, Los Angeles
Ambassador, St. Louis
Egyptian, Ogden, Utah
Capital, Logan
Paramount, Provo
Strand, Tooele
Capitol, Brigham City

Liberty, Tremonton
Firmage, Beaver

Firmage, Milford

Alladin, Parowan
Paramount, Idaho Falls, Idaho
Orpheum, Twin Falls

Star, Malad
Chief, Pocatello

Schubert, Gooding
Pinney, Boise

Isis, Preston

Rialto, Butte, Montana
Marlow, Helena
Fox, Billings

Wilma, Missoula

Liberty, Great Falls

Judith, Lewistown
Hartwig, Dillong

Roxy, Ontario, Oregon

.
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EXHIB. SQUAWKS PERIL CONSENT DECREE
Canadian Distributors Ass'n Cuts American Ties
Becomes All-Dom. Body;
Will Co-op With Indies in

Clearance Reform Moves

By W. G. FESSEY

FILM DAILY Staff Correspondent

Toronto — Reorganization of the

Canadian Motion Picture Distributors
Association into an all-Canadian
body and severance of its ties with
the Hays organization in the United
States, is announced.
Now a 100 per cent Canadian dis-

tributors' association, the new body
has changed its headquarters to the

Film Exchange Buillding, 277 Vic-
toria St., relinquishing its former

(Continued on Page 8)

Canadian Theaters

In Red Cross Drive

Toronto—Canadian Motion Picture
War Services Committee, sponsored
by the Canadian Picture Pioneers,
will participate in the Canadian Red
Cross's drive to raise a $5,000,000
fund, it was announced yesterday.
Drive starts Sept. 23.

Theaters will provide lobby facili-

(Continued on Page 8)

"Boom Town" Plays to Top
Biz in Keys at Upped B.O.

"Boom Town" is playing to top
biz everywhere in its first 22 regu-
lar key city engagements, all of
them at advanced prices, M-G-M re-
ported yesterday. Reports from

{.Continued on Page 3)

Four for "Hoivards"
Richmond, Va. — Columbia's "The

Howards of Virginia" will have a quad-
ruple world premiere rather than merely
a triple one here tonight. Fourth house
will be the Capitol, at which Frank Lloyd,
producer-director, and Martha Scott also
will make a p.a. Byrd, State and West-
hampton Theaters are sold out.

Yacht which brings Lloyd and Miss
Scott from Westover to this city will be
escorted by the U. S. Destroyer, Barney.
Day's program includes a civic luncheon,
pageant and ball at the John Marshall
Hotel.

'

WB, MUSICIANS

HEAL BREACH
Petrillo Instrumental in

Philly Settlement

Leaders Assail Important Provisions at Arnold's
Hearing; Kuykendall, Myers, Brandt Hit Blocks of 5;

MPTOA President Critical of Outside Arbitration

Philadelphia — Settlement of the
long-standing dispute between the

Warner theater circuit and the local

musicians union was reported to

have been reached over the week-
end, with musicians to go back into

the Earle theater here and the Stan-
ley in Camden in the near future.
Numerous huddles have been held
both here and in New York between
Frank Phelps, Warner theaters labor
director, Ted Schlanger, local zone
manager, other Warner executives,
and national and local executives of

the musicians union.
James Petrillo, new AFM prexy,

is said to have been instrumental in

(Continued on Page 8)

Majors Lose Particulars

Motion in Johnson's Suit

Sioux Falls, S. D. — Ruling at

Deadwood, Federal Judge A. Lee
Wyman has denied the defendants a
bill of particulars in a $523,000 an-
ti-trust suit brought by Arthur R.
Johnson, operator of the Granada
theater, it was learned here.

By MILTON F. LUNCH
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Washington—Adoption of the proposed consent decree in the
New York equity suit in its present form appeared not so certain
last night as the result of broadsides fired against some of the

more important features by exhibitor
leaders at yesterday's D of J hear-
ing held by Thurman W. Arnold, As-
sistant Attorney General and head
of the Department's anti-trust divi-

sion.

Feeling here is that the decree
even may fall through entirely if

the exhibitor representatives stick
by their objections. D of J spokes-
men have stated several times that
they are ready to go to trial if a
decree cannot be worked out. The
exhibitors' vigorous objections may
lead to collapse of the negotiations in
view of Arnold's statement some
time ago that no settlement would

{Continued on Page 8)

Excellent Broadway

Labor Day Business

Broadway's film houses enjoyed
one of the biggest Labor Day week-
ends in a decade, with attendance
running close to capacity in the
instance of virtually every house,
while some of the stands were com-
pelled during the Saturday-through-
Monday span to turn away many
potential patrons, check-up yester-

day disclosed.

Radio City Music Hall reported
(Continued on Page 3)

Detroit's Biz In Spurt;

Holdovers at New High

Detroit—Spurt of business for the

past week has sent local grosses
on the way up. Only available ex-
planation is optimism over arma-
ment re-employment. The boom

Johnson brought the suit in May started last Sunday when, despite
alleging that large picture distrib- heavy rains all day, many neighbor-

(Continucd on Page 3) (Continued on Page 8)

$179,656 Mono. Loss for Year
Company Turning to Outside Producers

RCA Equipment Will be
Used by Mills-Panarams

Chicago—Sources close to Mills

Panarams, — nickel-in-the-slot film

project for which James Roosevelt

is producing, declared here yester-
day that the cabinet equipment will

use RCA projectors, amplifiers and
other mechanical features, and that
a distribution setup is being ar-
range for the equipment through the

(Continued on Page 3)

Although reporting a loss of $179,-

656.24 for the year ended June 29,

Monogram has mapped out a pro-
gram for the current fiscal year
which the directors believe will con-
serve assets and create other bene-
fits.

In a report to stockholders issued
yesterday, it was revealed that the
greater part of the 1940-41 program
will be contributed by outside pro-
ducers and that agreements had
been entered into with a number of

producers of proven merit. This
(Continued on Page 3)

U.S. Calls 100 for

Nick, Weston Trial

St. Louis — The Department of
Justice has called more than 100
witnesses for the trial before Fed-
eral Judge John Caskie Collet, com-
mencing next Monday of John P.
Nick, former IATSE first interna-
tional vice-president and Clyde A.

(Continued on Page 8)

Chi. Operators Ask 10%
Boost and Vacation Pay

Chicago.—Local operators' union is

asking for a 10 per cent wage boost
and two weeks vacation with pay in

its current negotiations with circuit

and indie theaters, according to

Business Agent John Smith.

Dime for Stubs
St. Louis—Here's something new in the

way of price cutting.

Clarence Kaimann reports a competitor
charging the customary 35 cents at the
bo. and then buying back ticket stubs
inside the door for a dime.
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FINANCIAL
(Tuesday, Sept. 3)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 75/8 7l/

2 7% + y4
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2 %>
Columbia Picts pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd. 7% 1% 734 + l/4
East. Kodak 133 130V8 133 + 2>/2
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 26'/4 25% 26
do pfd
Paramount 5% 5% 5% + Vs
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. . ZVi 8y2 8'/2 + %
Pathe Film 834 8>/2 8y2 — i/

8
RKO 23/4 2i/

2 2V2 — y4
RKO $6 pfd 35 35 35 + Vi
20th Century-Fox .6 5% 6 + %
20th Century-Fox pfd. 153/4 153/4 15% -+- %
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 23/8 23/8 23/8
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46.102'/8 102'/8 102'/8 + l/

8
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46 103 103 103 + Va
Para. B'way 3s55. . . . 463^ 46% 463,4 + %
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3'/4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts '/2 '/2

l/
2

Sonotone Corp 134 13^ 134
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45... 64 66
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59l/4 62 Vi

W. H. Clark Improves
Treasurer W. H. Clark of RKO

Radio, who has been confined to his
home for several days with a leg
infection, is improving1 rapidly.

Eddie Collins Dead
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Eddie Collins, 56,

screen and stage comedian, is dead
here.

Zukor to be Honor Guest
At Para/s K. C. Parley

Adolph Zukor will be the guest of
honor at the forthcoming meeting
of Paramount district managers in
Kansas City called to discuss sales
policy for "Northwest Mounted Po-
lice." Whether increased admission
prices or a roadshow policy is to
prevail will be decided.

Scheduled to attend, in addition
to Zukor and Neil Agnew, who called
the meeting, are Robert Gillham,
J. J. linger, Charles Reagan, Oscar
Morgan, M. S. Kusell, Harry Gold-
stein, William Erbb, Allen Usher, R.
C. LiBeau, G. A. Smith, H. F.
Wilkes, Hugh Braly, M. A. Milligan
and William Hansher.

Meeting is now set for Sept. 11-12
and will also include the eight field

exploiteers.

Coast Studios Sending Six

Features Into Production

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Six pictures are sched-

uled to go into production this week:
At Paramount: "Shepherd of the

Hills" with Betty Field, Robert Pres-
ton and Harry Carey.
At RKO: '"Malvi'na Swings It"

with Lee Patrick, Elizabeth Risdon,
Kent Taylor and Joseph Buloff.

At Republic: "Friendly Neigh-
bors" with Weaver Brothers and
Elviry, Lois Ranson, Spencer Char-
ters and John Hartley; "Who Killed
Aunt Maggie?"
At Warners: "South of Suez" with

George Brent, Geraldine Fitzgerald
and Brenda Marshall.
At Monogram: Jupiter Fillms, "30

Boys and a Girl" with Olive Major,
and the St. Brendon's Boys Choir.

Para. May Make All

Phonovision's Slot Pix

A deal is pending whereby Para-
mount may make entire output of
three-minute subjects Phonovision
plans to distribute for automatic pro-
jectors. If the deal goes through
Paramount would make its shorts at
the Astoria studio. Subjects would
be musicals and on 16 mm. film.

Proposed agreement must be
passed upon by Paramount's theater
partners before it can be made a
reality.

Hollingsworth Conspiracy
Trial May Start Sept. 15

Lincoln. Neb. — Frank Holllings-
worth, of Beatrice, who is suing
Fox-Midwest, the Fox-Beatrice The-
ater Co., and several of the majors
for conspiring to force him out of
business in the Pix theater in Bea-
trice, said the trial will probably
start here in Federal court, Sept. 15.

Rosco Ates in "Chad Hanna"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has signed Rosco Ates to play
the role originally assigned to the
late Eddie Collins' in "Chad Hanna."

Hold Funeral Services

Today for Murray Beier

Funeral services are to be held
today for Murray Beier, veteran mo-
tion picture man, who died yester-

terday at Mt. Sinai Hospital. Ser-

vices will be held at the Park West
Chanel. 115 W. 79th St., at 12:30

P. M. Burial will be at Farmingdale,
L. I.

Beier, who was 52, formerly was
with Mutual Films and at one time
was United Artists district manager
in Kansas City. He operated the Ace
Film Exchange. He is survived by
his wife, a brother, Nat Beier of the

United Artists New York exchange,
a son, Herbert, of Alexander Korda's
company, and a daughter, Grace. He
was a relative of Murray and Manny
Silverstone.

20th-Fox Major Selling

Near Finish In Detroit

Detroit—20th-Fox has practically

completed major selling activities,

with contracts signed for all avail-

able major groups as repoi-ted by
Manaeer Lester Sturm. Co-opera-
tive Theaters of Michigan, Butter-
field Circuit, and the Schulte Circuit

have all been signed.
First-run contracts for Detroit

have been sis'ned. with the Fox set-

ting' the 'A' pictures, other films

and the holdovers on Fox pictures

aoing to the Adams, as in the past
two seasons.

Rep. Buys "Sis Hopkins"
For Judy Canova Starrer

Republlic has acquired screen
rights to "Sis Hopkins" for $50,000
and will use the stage play as a Judy
Canova starrer, budgeting it at an
all-time company hieh. All future
Canova pix will be in Republic's
De Luxe group, it was announced
vestfrdav. "Sis Honkins" was filmed

in 1919 by Sam Goldwyn, with Mabel
Normand starring.

Two Pittsburgh Suburban
Theaters Go to Warners

Pittsburgh — Warners has taken
over the Melrose Theater in the
Brentwood section. New theater
in this same section which is now
being constructed by John Moss,
of the Melrose Theater Co. will also

be taken over bv Warners.

Ridgway, Pa. — Warners Strand
Theater has reopened Friday after

being closed several months for ren-
ovation and remodeling.

40 to Advance Prices
For "Brigham Young"

Total of 40 bookings at advanced
nrices have now been set by 20th-
Fox for "Brigham Young," it was
announced yesterday. Company is

asking- exhib. co-operation in hiking
the admish prices in first-run houses.

COminG and GOIflC

CRADWELL SEARS, Warners' general sale

manager, and S. CHARLES EINFELD, directc
of advertising and publicity, arrive here th

week from the Coast.

H. M. RICHEY returns to New York toda
after a vacation in Canada.

MRS. JAMES RITZ is at the Sherry JfctherA,
J. J. GRADY, 20th-Fox branch manager i

Cincinnati, is vacationing in Canada.

"HAP" HADLEY is in Atlantic City.

ARTHUR TREACHER is here from the Coast

J. J. SHUBERT left for Detroit yesterday, i

JACK DALES, assistant to Ken Thomson, ex
ecutive secretary of the SAC, has returned t

the union's Coast office after a stay in Nev
York.

NORMAN McLEOD will arrive here from th
Coast within the next two weeks.

E. J. SMITH, JR. of RKO Radio's contrac
department returned yesterday from a vacatio
spent at Buffalo, his home town.

HUGH MAGUIRE, RKO booker, New Haven
is spending the week at Saratoga Springs.

MONROE RUBINGER, Warners' publicity di

rector for Chicago territory, is East for his vaca
tion.

RICHARD BECK, managing director of th
Beck Theater circuit, Chicago, is on an Easter
business and vacation trip.

BOBBY BURNS, chief operator for the Chi
cago Theater, Chicago, is on the West Coast oi

a special IATSE assignment.

Kleinman Rites Held
Funeral services for Harry Klein-

man, 54, superintendent of Loew';
Theater, 167th St. and Jerome Ave.
Bronx, were held last night in Ste
phen Merritt's Memorial Chapel, 8th
Ave. and 22d St. Kleinman died or'

Sunday at his home in Astoria
L. I.

Surviving are his widow, Mrs
Edith Kleinman, and a brother, Ed-
ward Kleinman.

Pathe Dividend
Board of directors of Pathe Film

Corp. has declared the regular quar-
terly dividend of $1.75 per share

on the $7 convertible preferred
stock, payable Oct. 1 to stockholders
of record Sept. 23.

Charles Connor Dead
High Point, N. C—Charles E

Connor, 26, manager of the Center

Theater here, died August 28 of

typhoid fever. He had been asso-

ciated with the North Carolina The-
ater circuit for the past 11 years.

:
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Mono. Reports Year

Loss of $179,656

(Continued fiom Page 1)

we. it was pointed out, will mean
nnsiderable savings to the company
ue to reduced operating cost.

r ju" nual meeting of stockhold-

rs Has been called for Oct. 2 when
he records of the recent board meet-

ng will be ratified and to elect nine

lumbers of the board. A new name
.as been added to the directorate,

j. Merwin Travis, a director of

i

'athe Laboratories, Inc., of Califor-

f
ia. a partially owned subsidiary of

'?the Laboratories, Inc.

It was disclosed that the fran-
•' hise holders had agreed in Janu-
ry to lend the company $108,785.

Majors Lose Particulars

Motion in Johnson's Suit

II (Continued f.om Page 1)

- and exhibitors had combined
) force him out of business. The
lit involves Johnson's operations

Sioux Falls and the theater busi-

jss of himself and J. P. Hartman
Aberdeen.
Besides major producing compa-
es, the case involves the Minne-
>ta Amusement Co. and the Well-
orth Theaters of Sioux Falls. Dan-

• >rth & Danforth represent the

aintiffs.

ibbett Named President

)f Second Artists Guild
I

.

Denver—Lawrence Tibbett. prexy
American Guild of Musical Ar-

«ts, was named president of the

merican Federation of Radio Ar-
its, succeeding Eddie Cantor, at the

nvention held here. Vice-presidents
med include Edward Arnold, Jean

j n
jrsholt. Margaret Speaks, Virginia
vne and Mark Smith. George Hel-

• was re-elected treasurer and
ex McKee was named recording
retary.

The convention voted to place a

:ond organizer in the field, and
ferred proposed law changes to

; jnmittees for report at the next
•nvention to be held in Detroit in

41, at a date to be decided later.

:
pport was voted for the Wagner
bor Act, the wage-hour law and

j

.» administration's defense pro-
am.

lit Carson" Continues
'j Register Heavy B.O.

Edward Small's "Kit Carson" con-
ues to register heavy b.o. busi-

is in all situations where it has
>wn, UA announced yesterday,
.er a record-breaking world pre-

ere in six Denver theaters and a

ord week at the Denver, the pic-

e moved over to the Aladdin and
;ned on Labor Day to 400 per cent
average business, UA said,

n Spokane and Seattle, week-end
iness was 178 per cent of aver-

in the former city and 180 per
it of normal on the opening day

, Seattle.

m, « Excellent Broadway
"*

Labor Day Business

• • • ON the Labor Day week-end the alert Samuel Gold-

wyn furnished the big labor note of the span by installing

Gabe Yorke as director of advertising and publicity tor Sam-

uel Goldwyn Productions Gabe got right down to biz in a hurry

and chartered a trio of transport planes to fly his new boss

together with the stars and scribes to Fort Worth for the

Sept. 19 premiere of "The Westerner" There are very few

gents in the glittering realm of pix promotion quite as blessed

wiih background, experience and versatility as Goldwyn's Golden

Gabe His newspaper and magazine career runs the amazing

gamut from reporter to the literary sphere —from Brooklyn

to London Additionally, he has held such singular posts as

public relations counsel for the government of Yucatan and trade

commissioner in Europe for the Republic of Mexico

T T
• • • BUT it's a member of the m.p. industry that

Gabe has starred executively He's been ad manager for

Broadway's Roxy Theater publicity manager for Fox Thea-

ters and the Fox West Coast circuit plus Fox Films

Further, he was publicity and ad manager for the Paramount

studios and headed-up the Advertising Advisory Council in

Hollywood for MPPDA In his new post we'll prophesy

that he'll "Win Gold For Goldwyn" —and there's no copy-

right on the slogan

RCA Equipment Will be
Used by Mills-Panarams

(Continued from Page 1

)

Gordon Mills offices in Hollywood.
The company, it is asserted, will

be known as Soundies, Inc.

Informing channels also stated
that RCA has made several cabinet
models for Mills and equipped them,
with the exception of a few compon-
ents such as a continuous magazine
and humidity control circuit. Fur-
ther, it is understood that RCA has
increased recording facilities for the
Mills enterprise.

Wilmington, Del.—Charters have
been granted by the State Depart-
ment in Dover to Soundies Distribut-

ing Corp. of America, Inc., to deal

in motion pictures with capital of

6,000 no-par shares.

"Boom Town" Plays to Top
Biz in Keys at Upped B.O.

(Continued f.om Page 1)

these situations show percentage
ranging up to 397 per cent of nor-
mal business at Loew's, Akron, for
the first four days.

Other percentages are: Century,
Baltimore, 310; Poli, Bridgeport,
236; Loew's. Canton, 265; Ohio, Co-
lumbus, 283; Poli, Hartford, 239;
Poli, New Haven, 188; State, Nor-
folk, 324; State, Providence, 235;
Loew's, Richmond, 240; Poli, Spring-
field, 234; Palace, Wash., D. C, 233;
Poli, Waterbury, 264; Loew's, Wil-
mington, 233; Poli, Worcester, 186;

Grand, Atlanta, 278; State, Houston,
301; State, Memphis, 392; Vendome,
Nashville, 284; Midland, K. C, 292;
State, St. Louis, 254; Warfield, San
Francisco, 232.

Toler's Contract Renewed
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has signed Sidney Toler to a
long-term contract on a three-pic-

tures-a-year deal. Sen Yung, who
plays Toler's son in the "Charlie
Chan" series, has also been signed
to a new pact.

Max Golden Aide to Koenig
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Max Golden has been

made assistant to William Koenig,
20th Century-Fox production man-
ager.

RKO Sets More Deals
RKO yesterday announced new

season product deals with Western
Massachusetts Theaters Circuit, in-

volving 17 houses in Massachusetts
and Vermont, and the Smalley cir-

cuit operating 15 theaters in the

Albany, N. Y. area.

"Lucky Partners" Stays In 40
With nine full-week holdovers for

"Lucky Partners" set following top

business over the holiday, the total

of second weeks for the RKO pix has
been raised to 40.

(Continued from Page 1)

business excellent, while the Roxy's

business on Monday constituted, ac-

cording to Manager Irving Lesser,

a record for one day. The week-end

business as a whole, he said, was the

largest in the theater's history.

The Paramount, it was stated by
Manager Bob Weitman, did the best
Labor Day week-end business since
1935. Capitol, Strand and Rivoli
also clocked huge attendance.

Theater managers along the Great
White Way and adjacent thorough-
fares expressed the belief that the
2,500,000 estimated visitors to New
York for the holiday, which accord-
ing to transportation officials is

the largest Labor Day influx in New
York's history, accounted for a con-
siderable increment of film house
"takes."

Ufa to Sue Over Use
Of "Baptism" Footage

Ufa Films, Inc., has advised the
M of T that it has instructed coun-
sel to bring action for the alleged
illegal use of "Baptism of Fire"
footage in "The Ramparts We
Watch."

Louis de Rochemont, for the M of

T, declared yesterday that the scenes
would remain in, and said that title

to the German film had been ob-
tained from the British Government
through the transfer by its Alien
Property Custodian of a copy of the
film seized in Bermuda.

Montreal—A print of "Baptism of
Fire," German war fillm, which was
used to intimidate Denmark and Nor-
way, has been seized by the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police and is now
n the possession of the Canadian
Government.

Rennie Quits Tri-State

Hastings, Neb.—Orville Rennie,
after more than 6 years with Tri-

States Theaters, resigned his city

manager's job with them Sunday,
and went over to new radio station

KHAS, as Nation manager.

WEDDING BELLS

Mrs. Lela E. Rogers of Ritz Tower,
has announced the engagement and
approaching marriage of her niece,

Phyllis Fraser of Beverlv Hills, to

Bennett A. Cerf of New York City.

The marriage will take place here
on Sept. 17. Miss Fraser, daughter
of Mrs. Virginia Nichols of Okla-
home City, and cousin of Ginger
Rogers, is Story Editor in the Radio
Department of McCann-Erickson
Advertising Corp. Cerf is head of

Random House.
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OLD BOX OFFICE!

It's LAUGH-POWER plus NAME-POWER

to make TICKET-SELLING POWER!

It's This season's comedy hit!

Ifs This year's MONEY show!

FROM UNIVERSAL
FOR IMMEDIATE DATING!
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INCORPORATION OF THE BAPTISM OF FIRE SEQUENCES

IN 'THE RAMPARTS WE WATCH' IS LIKE SUPER-CHARGING

AN ALREADY TREMENDOUSLY POWERFUL VEHICLE."

- FILM DAILY

H. V. Kaltenborn, famed radio commentator and student of propaganda methods, and Major George Fielding Eliot,

outstanding U.S. military analyst, agree that "a way must be found to show Baptism of Fire to the American public'

SAYS H. V. KALTENBORN:

"As Americans, we must be prepared in our minds as well as in our arms.

Baptism of Fire was produced to inspire terror in the prospective victims

of German aggression. We must learn how to meet and resist Hitler's propa-

ganda as well as his airforce."

SAYS MAJOR ELIOT:

"When incorporated in 'THE RAMPARTS WE WATCH', the Nazi film Baptism
of Fire takes on a meaning which the Germans did not foresee. Instead of

terror it inspires in the hearts of free men and women a hatred of Nazi meth-

ods and a grim resolution to defeat them!"



1940

APRIL . .

JULY

AUGUST

HITLER'S MOST POWERFUL

FIFTH COLUMN WEAPON
Baptism of Fire, a new Nazi propaganda film produced by the German State Film

Trust, is designed to terrorize the officials of countries which Germany is about to

conquer. Leland Stowe, famed foreign correspondent for the Chicago Daily News
reports the film's terrifying effect upon high Norwegian Government officials just

prior to the Nazi invasion. Baptism of Fire also used to "soften" neutral Belgium

and Holland. The film was shown effectively to King Carol of Romania.

SEIZED BY THE BRITISH

AS CONTRABAND OF WAR
Vast quantities of Nazi propaganda material seized by British Contraband Control

officers at Bermuda, Gibraltar, Hong Kong and Port Said. Among seizures are prints

of the notorious Nazi propaganda film Baptism of Fire.

ANALYZED AND EXPOSED

ON NATIONWIDE BROADCAST
H. V. Kaltenborn, in an exclusive NBC news report, reveals that Nazis are recruit-

ing Fifth Columnists at U. S. showings of Baptism of Fire. New York agents of

German Film Trust admit screenings for Nazi sympathizers in New York, Chicago,

St. Louis and Milwaukee.

NAZI OFFICIALS SEEK TO BAN

OWN TERROR FILM AS

"UNFAIR TO GERMANY
A spokesman of the German Embassy at Washington says: "Baptism of Fire when
shown as part of 'THE RAMPARTS WE WATCH' is misleading. Rights to show our

picture in this way must be denied".

BUT AMERICA WILL SEE IT IN...

THE RAMPARTS WE WATCH
A NEW KIND OF MOVIE . . . FIRST FEATURE PICTURE PRODUCED BY THE MARCH OF TIME

SEPTEMBER

11

i
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Canadian Dislribs.

Cut U. S. Ties

{Continued from Page 1)

offices in the Metropolitan Building.

Edward Wells, general secretary,

announces the new association will

co-operate with the independents
seeking clearance reforms in Can-
ada. He states Col. John A. Cooper,
president of the Canadian MPDA
who has been tireless in his war ser-

vice activities through his connec-
tion with the Canadian Red Cross,

and now on a well-earned holiday,

willl return to Toronto later in the
week.

Canadian Theaters Aid
In Red Cross War Drive

{Continued from Page 1)

ties for the receipt of Red Cross
subscriptions from patrons, and in

addition will work in close co-opera-
tion with local Red Cross societies.

Red Cross campaign enlistment
is the second film industry contribu-
tion to Canada's war effort. In the
first, 977 theaters raised $716,014.35
through the sale of war savings
stamps and certificates.

It is understood that the Canad-
ian Government plans to erect a
number of hospitals and convales-
cent homes across the entire Domin-
ion and the industry committee will

concentrate its efforts toward rais-

ing funds for this particulalr pur-
pose.

Plans are now in preparation for
a rodeo show which will be held in

Toronto in November. Gene Autry,
surrounded by an all-star rodeo cast,
will be presented, with the entire
proceeds to go to the Red Cross.

The services committee is com-
posed of John J. Fitzgibbons, Clair
Hague, Oscar Hanson, Harry Alex-
ander, Nat A. Taylor. Col. John A.
Cooper, Haskell M. Masters, Lewis
Rosenfeld, Leo M. Devaney, J. P.
O'Loughlin and Ray Lewis.

Warners, Philly Musicians
Union Heal Breach

{Continued from Page 1)

effecting the settlement. Situation
arose last year when Warners let
out all musicians in their houses when
the contract expired in protest over
being forced to hire musicians in
houses where they didn't want them
in order to have music in the houses
where they employed stage presen-
tations.

Membership of the local is said to
have voted in favor of accepting the
deal whereby bands will go back in
the two houses and then the local's
executive board also voted in favor
of it at week-end meetings. Prev-
iously, it is said, Warners agreed to
hire bands in these two houses pro-
vided they didn't have to take them
any place else unless they wanted
them .

SquawksPeril ConsentDecree
(J. $, (alls 100 for

Nick r Weston Trial
Blocks of 5, Outside Arbitration Assailed

(Continued from Page 1)

be accepted which was not agree-
able to the exhibitors.

Although the meeting was orig-
inally scheduled to be public, Arnold
announced he would hear the ob-
jections only privately, and would not
issue statements on the talks. He
left it up to each group representa-
tive as to making his statement pub-
lic, but stated he thought publicity
would be harmful to the meeting
and its results. To add to the secrecy
Arnold said he would not even dis-

close who had been in his office.

Three Groups of Protesters
Arnold, who made a short, off-the-

record opening statement, divided
those present into three groups to ex-
pedite matters, those having similar
objections being put into the same
group. The three groups finally took
shape as Harry Brandt, representing
his ITOA and any independents pres-
ent who wished to appear with him;
Ed Kuykendall, representing MPTOA
and exhibitors of various state or-

ganizations affiliated with MPTOA,
and Abram F. Myers, representing
Allied exhibitors. Arnold stated,

however, that any exhibitors present
who did not wish to appear with one
of the groups would be heard sep-

arately.

Brandt Group Heard First

Brandt's group was heard first and
remained in session with Arnold and
his associates who worked on the

decree, James
Hayes and A. H.
Feller, for ap-
proximate-
ly 90 minutes. At
the conclusion of
the talk, Brandt
said he would not
issue a statement
at Arnold's sug-
g e s t i o n . It is

known, however,
that he expressed
vigorous objection
to the five-picture
block clause, stat-
ing such a clause
would work un-

told hardship on the independents
and would not cure the evils of
block-booking and blind-selling at-
tacked by the Government, but would
only aggravate them.

Will Fight 5-Pix Clause
Exhibitors will fight the five-pic-

ture provision of the decree if in-

cluded without a cancellation clause,
to the limit of their ability, Kuy-
kendall told Arnold. Many small ex-
hibitors could not operate under such
conditions, Kuykendall said, adding
it would place the average exhibitor
entirely at the mercy of the distribu-
tor if the distributor so desired.

The entire negotiations be-
tween the Government and the
defendants have been conduct-
ed without considering the inter-

ests of the exhibitors, and with-
out the exhibitors having a
chance to participate, he told
Arnold.

"Therefore, should this pro-
posed decree become a law, it

THURMAN ARNOLD

would not be a settlement of the
issues involved, but would serve
to further irritate those prob-
lems which were the basis for

this law suit," the MPTOA chief

declared.

The proposed decree boils down to

three main problems, which in order
of importance are: Unreasonable
clearance; over-buying to deprive a
competitor of product, and block-
booking and blind-selling, Kuyken-
dall said.

MPTOA Will Co-operate
Regarding these three classes,

Kuykendall commented that MPTOA
would co-operate in trying to make
arbitration work and favors arbi-

tration in principle but regards hav-
ing those outside the industry han-
dle it as a "dangerous venture." His
statement does not cast a reflection

on the American Arbitration Asso-
ciation, however, Kuykendall said,

but he simply doubted they could han-
dle the many complex probl'ems of
the industry.

Arbitration of clearance dis-

putes could best be handled
"through some kind of local con-
ciliation boards comprised of
people who are actually engaged
in the picture business in
that particular locality," Kuy-
endall stated. "I find myself
wondering how those who are
not familiar with our mechanics,
can work this out to the satis-

faction of those involved," he
said.

He pledged MPTOA to work in

co-operation, however, "in bringing
about a solution of the clearance
problem which has probably been the
cause of more irritation and law-
suits than any other problem with
which we are confronted." A plan
that is fair and impartial must be
worked out, he declared, asserting
"without it, there can be no peace."

Exhib. Disapproval Unanimous
Exhibitors are practically unani-

mous in disapproval of the five-pic-

ture clause, he said, commenting the
clause "gives us compulsory block-
booking, with a vengeance, if the
distributor so desires." The MPTOA
prexy felt the clause was written
to satisfy those clamoring against
blind-selling and block-booking, but
pointed out it gives the exhibitor
no cancellation unless the distribu-
tor is pleased to give it.

The only answer to the dis-

pute is a cancellation clause for
whatever cause, Kuykendall told
Arnold. He pointed to exhibitors
away from exchange centers be-
ing hard hit, increase of cost
under the system and confusion
of books "to such an extent that
he would be operating under a
chaotic condition." He pleaded
for a provision whereby the ex-
hibitor could buy as far in ad-
vance as he desires with a can-
cellation privilege of not less
than 25 per cent in each group
bought.
Without such a clause "you will

not only be defeating much of the

(Continued from Page 1)

Weston, one time business agen'
Local 143, Operators, on charge;
violating the anti-racketeering
Sherman Anti-Trust acts.

Some of the witnesses s\
out of town. In keeping witrfrei

Government policy, the names oi
these witnesses have not yet I!

made public.

The case against Nick and Wejj
is said to be the first time that
Federal Government has evoked
anti-racketeering act since it I

enacted into law in 1934.

A battery of Government couj
is being sent by the D of J to

)

United States District Atto:
Harry Blanton, who handled the
before the grand jury.

The charges against Nick j

Weston grew out of their neg<\

tions with various theater owi-

in connection with new IATSE
tracts.

Detroit's Biz In Spurt;

Holdovers at New High
;

(Continued from Page 1)

hood and downtown houses alike I

SRO crowds.

A by-product of the boom i?j

decision to hold over five out o:j

nine pictures playing first-run, I

ting a season record on holdo I

They are: "The Return of FJ
James" and "Blondie Has Seij

Trouble," moving from the Fc'

the Adams; "They Drive by Nj
and "The Golden Fleecing" mcl
from the Michigan to the P;'

State; and "Boom Town," top|

ture in relative drawing powe:
the week, staying over at the U
Artists.

"Sea Hawk" Sets Recoi
At Warner Milwaukee

Milwaukee — Warners' "Th
Hawk" opened at the Warner
ater here to the biggest bu.<

since the engagement of "An
]

Adverse" four and one-half
ago. The Errol Flynn si]

topped "Adverse," previous ij

holder, by $500 and will be!
over for a second week.

purpose for which this suit w;
stigated but you will also be
ing an unnecessary and costly
ship upon the exhibitors of
country," Kuykendall added.

Among others present at the
ing were R. B. Wilby, Para, pa
and Leo Brecher who appeared-
the MPTOA group; Bob Wh
the Pacific Coast Conference
Nathan Yamins of Allied.

Myers, speaking for nation;
lied, is reported to have joir

the attack on the blocks-of-5
sion, but no statement was
on behalf of Allied.
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URNOLD^WEIGHING SUBMISSION OF DECREE

St. Louis Indies Prepared to Wage Buyers Strike

•3xhibs. Insistent That
Distribs. Straighten Out
vless, Asserts Wehrenberg

St. Louis independent exhibitors

re determined to carry out their

ireat to wage a buyers' strike un-
l sss the distributors adjust the clear-

'pee situation and make a move to

alt other alleged evils, Fred Weh-
?nberg, president of the MPTO of

:. Louis, said yesterday in New
ork.

Wehrenberg said the indies would
: to the limit to put a stop to

le continuation of triple bills in

,-ieaters of the St. Louis Amusement
o. and Fanchon & Marco's alleged

* nbargo on a free flow of available

(Continued on Page 4)

!K0 Asks Dismissal

n Schine Trust Suit

COfli Buffalo — RKO Radio yesterday

ap , ed a tenth answer in Federal
burt here in the Schine anti-trust

id conspiracy suit. In substance,
is identical to those entered by

her producer-distributors denying
olation of Sherman Act and de-

': anding dismissal.

Foreign Correspondent'
ets Rivoli 5-Year Mark

iA five-year record at the Rivoli

is claimed by United Artists yes-
:day for Wanger's "Foreign Cor-
.spondent" as the picture entered
second week. In the first seven

; ys, the two Rivoli boxoffices gar-
Ted nearly $55,000, UA reported.

\W Exhibs. Weighing
Admissions Advance
Minneapolis

—

Exhib, sentiment for an
advance in b.o. scales to eliminate the
"penny nuisance" resulting from the new
Federal admission levies is reported as
crystalizing here. Exhibs. sounding out
patron sentiment say that the average
moviegoer concurs that the odd pennies
are a bother.

Two Syracuse Houses Going Bingo at 75c;

81,000 Cash and Auto Prizes Twice Weehly
Syracuse, N. Y.—Al Gilbert, operating the Riviera, Brighton and Avon here, is start-

ing Bingo ar the first two named houses on Tuesdays and Friday nights, with admission

at 75 cents. Two houses, both South Side de luxe nabes, are being booked together
and nightly prizes will be $1,000 in cash and an auto. Gilbert did top biz last year

with Bingo twice weekly at the Brighton at 40 cents. Riviera and Brighton are a few
blocks apart on S. Salina St.

"Sea Hawk" Stays

In All 335 Dates

Out of a total of 335 engagements
to date for Warners "The Sea
Hawk," picture has a 100 per cent
holdover record, it was learned yes-
terday following the return to the
home office of Grad Sears, general
manager of distribution. Sears
stressed the point that gross reve-
nue already garnered by the pic-

ture is a strong indication that
••vorthwhile attractions can definitely

be supported by the domestic mar-
(Continucd on Page 3)

Industry Pledges

Defense Co-operation

Complete co-operation of the mo-
tion picture industry with the Gov-
ernment's defense plan was pledged
yesterday at a meeting of exhibitor
leaders and newsreel execs.

Although the Government has not
yet indicated officially how far it ex-

pects the industry to go in assisting

in patriotic services, motion picture
representatives volunteered co-opera-
tion.

Yesterday's sessions in the direc-

(Coniinued on Page 4)

Complete Radio Coverage
For Premiere of "Howards"

Richmond, Va. — Complete radio
coverage was given to the fourfold
pre-release world premiere here last

night of Columbia's "The Howards
of Virginia," at the Byrd, State,
Westhampton and Capitol theaters,
and the attendant program.
WRVA. WRNL and WMBG, cov-

(Continued on Page 4)

Western Pa. AMPTO Sets

Meeting for Oct. 21-22

Pittsburgh—Twentieth annual con-

vention of the AMPTO of Western
Pennsylvania, Inc., will be held at

the Roosevelt Hotel here Oct. 21-22.

Convention chairman and commit-
tees will be appointed at the unit's

meeting tomorrow, at which time
(Continued on Page 4)

Col. Yearly Net at $512,185
Compares With $2,046 Income in 1939

Tri-States' Nebraska Biz

Runs 8% Ahead of 1939

Lincoln, Neb. — Tri-States-Para-
mount theaters business position in
Nebraska is about 8 per cent ahead
of 1939 thus far, according to Dis-
trict Manager Evert Cummings. He
said the pickup had been good since
the end of the second quarter, and
the year prior to that time had been
a little behind.
Grand Island and Hastings situa-

tions are still a little off, he said.

Columbia yesterday reported net
earnings of $512,185.72 after all

charges and provisions for Federal
income and other taxes for the year
ended June 29 last.

Earnings are equivalent to ap-
proximately 83 per cent a share on
366,268 shares of Common Stock out-

standing after deducting dividends
on outstanding preferred.

This compares with earnings for
the corresponding period ended July
1, 1939, after all charges and pro-

(Continued on Page 4)

U. S. and Distribs. Meet
Monday on Arbitration;

Allied Okays 5-Blocks?

By MILTON F. LUNCH
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—With exhibitor

reaction all in, Thurman W.
Arnold, assistant attorney gen-
eral, is studying the various objec-
tions raised at Tuesday's meeting to

decide whether to submit the consent
decree as it now stands to Attorney
General Robert Jackson for his ap-
proval, it was learned yesterday.
James Hayes and Robert Sher,

Assistants to the Attorney General,
will meet with distributor represen-
tatives again on Monday in New
York to iron out further details.

These apply to details of arbitra-
(Continucd on Page 21)

CBS Shows Tele

In Color for Press

Color television was demonstrated
by CBS yesterday for the press. Pic-

tures were shown in both black-and-
white and in color in adjoining nine-
inch television tube screens before
groups of about 30 people.
The color is obtained through the

(Continued on Page 4)

Richey Leaves On First

Assignment for M-G-M
H. M. Richey yesterday took over

his new duties as director of exhibi-

tor relations for M-G-M and left

last night for Chicago in the com-
pany of W. F. Rodgers, general

(Continued on Page 4)

Kentucky Theater
Calls the Coppers

Irvine, Ky.—What appears to be a new
low in admission price has been in-

stituted by the New Irvine Theater here.

Patrons can see the film program on
Family Nite,—single feature,—for the

stalwart sum of just three cents. Fans
don't seem to be able to get used to

putting down a nickel on the b.o. ledge

. . . and getting 40 per cent back in

change.
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400 Mourn for Beier
Approximately 400, including in-

dustry leaders, attended last rites

for Murray Beier, veteran film man,
yesterday at the Park West Chapel.
Beier, long identified with the trade,
died in Mt. Sinai Hospital Tuesday.

W. J. McShea 111

W. J. McShea, assistant manager
of branch operations for RKO Radio,
has been at his home several days
because of a heart ailment.

Full-page Photo Layout
As New Metro Exhib. Aid

Designed as a companion feature
for its "New Season Publicity" page,
M-G-M has prepared a full-page
photo layout of important Fall and
Winter productions as an additional
exhib. aid in getting theaters' 1940-

41 line-up under way. The pub-
licity page already has been planted
intact in 47 metropolitan papers in

large key cities.

Picture page, available in mat or
proof form, features "Strike Up the
Band" as Metro's first big musical
of the new year, and includes art on
"Escape," "Philadelphia , Story,"

"Bittersweet," "Ziegfeld Girl," "A
Woman's Face," "Third Finger, Left
Hand," and the current release,

"Boom Town," which in many situa-

ions opens theaters' new season
schedules.

Nine Features Stolen

In Cleveland Robbery

Cleveland—Thieves broke into the

shipping room of the Warner Build-

ing and stole nine complete
features belonging to Herbert Ochs
and Dick Deutsch of Pioneer Film
Exchange. The cans were waiting to

be picked up for shipment. This is

the biggest film theft ever reported
in Cleveland.
The features stolen were two prints

of "The Leopard Man," two prints
of "Suicide Legion," two prints of

"The Challenge," one print of "Song
of the Road", one of "Spy Bureau"
and one of "Treachery on the High
Seas." Ochs reports that due to

the co-operation of Film Alliance
and Select Attractions which ship-

ped in duplicate prints by air express
Pioneer was able to complete all of

its obligations and theaters received
their prints on time.

Schines Increasing Vaude
At the Strand, Syracuse

Syracuse, N. Y.—Increased use of

vaude with pix at the RKO Schine
Strand, Schine-operated, is indi-

cated. Policy last season called for
one flesh-week monthly.
With Cab Calloway opening Sept.

13, to be followed by Benny Meroff
and his Funs-a-fire troupe Sept. 27
ind Blackstone on Oct. 4, it looks
as though the Strand might go for
stage shows more or less regularly.

Local observers see this as a pos-
sible move to discourage reopening
of the nearby Empire, now dark, by
a new operator. Empire, with
Charles Martina operating, tried

stage shows and films last Fall.

New Indie Poster Service
Invades Minneapolis Field

Minneapolis—A new poster ser-
vice invaded the Minneapolis field

this week when the Independent Pos-
ter Service opened at 33 Glenwood
Avenue. Martin Braverman, for-
merly of the Garden Theater in St.

Paul, is the owner.

Tri-States Still Studying
Results of Poll on Duals

Des Moines— Tri-State Theaters'
officials last night were still digest-
ing the results of a poll in three
houses on whether to continue duals
or drop to singles. The week-long
poll resulted in a vote of 57.1 for

doubles. A. H. Blank, president, and
G. Ralph Branton, general man-
ager, returned from Washington but
were silent as to a future policy on
doubles and singles.

However, it was noticed that the

Des Moines theater which had been
showing singles during the poll went
back to doubles immediately after-

wards. The Des Moines had shown
55.8 per cent for singles.

The nabe Roosevelt which showed
a clear-cut margin of 76.3 for sin-

gles, continued to show singles.

Monogram Coast Exodus
Gets Under Way Monday

Exodus of Monogram personnel to

the Coast starts Monday ,when
Madeleine White, secretary, and Lou
Lifton, advertising and publicity
director, and Mrs. Lifton leave for
Hollywood where the company will

set up the home office. Marian
Kirschner, Lifton's secretary, will

leave shortly thereafter.
Others to leave during the week-

end of Sept. 13 include Charles
Dorsa of the art department, Lloyd
L. Lind of the contact department
and several members of his staff.

T. P. Loach, vice-president, is ex-r

pected to leave after the stockhold*
ers meeting on Oct. 2.

Brice, Morse Circuit Deals
Closed by RKO—Depinet
Two additional theater circuits

have booked RKO Radio's 1940-41
product, it was announced yesterday
by Ned E. Depinet. The new deals
include the nine-house Brice Circuit
of southern Georgia, and the Charles
Morse Circuit of Massachusetts and
Connecticut, comprising 12 theaters^

RKO Radio Sells Away
From Cooper in Lincoln

Lincoln, Neb.—RKO's new season
product was sold away from J. Hi
Cooper here this year for the first

time in a decade. L. L. Dent gets itj

Exhibs. at Fay Rites
Providence—Many of New Engt

land's leading theater and film execsi
attended funeral services yesterday
for James Thomas Fay, 64, partner
with his brothers Edward M. and
Bernard Fay, in operation of Fay's
Amusement Company (Majestic,
Fays and Carlton theaters here.)
Fay was stricken with a heart at-

tack at Narragansett Track Satur-
day.

Bioff Returning to Coast
Chicago—William Bioff, who com-

pletes his County Jail term about
Sept. 10, will return to Hollywood
to resume his IATSE post.

COminG and G0IDG

CRAD SEARS has returned to the home of

after a visit to the Warner studios.

W. F. RODGERS, general sales manager
Metro, and H. M. RICHEY, director of exhib
relations, left last night for Chicago. ^

FRED WEHRENBERC, St. Louis exhtL ia\

returned last night to that city attend t

York visit.

ED KUYKENDALL, MPTOA president, leal
today or tomorrow for Washington.

MARY ASTOR arrives here Saturday from I

Coast.

COLE PORTER is in town for the rehear l|

of "Panama Hattie."

ROBERT RITCHIE has left the Coast
New York for the production of a stage mus
in association with Alex A. Aarons. BOB
CONNOLLY, who will stage the dances,
accompanying him.

WALLACE BEERY has arrived here by pi

from the Coast.

JACK PEARL and his wife are stopping
the Warwick.

JUNE PREISSER is set to leave tomori
J

on her return to the Coast.

SAM ABARBANEL, Republic's staff publii

at the Coast studios who has been vacation
in New York, left for Hollywood last night.

SPYROS SKOURAS has returned to New Y
after a tour of the National Theaters divis >

headquarters in the West.

T. J. CONNORS, Metro division sales h.

for the East, Canada and the South, is in Tl
onto on business.

HARRY M. BESSEY, secretary-treasurer

Altec, is back at his desk in New York afte .

six weeks' business trip by motor to Califor

and the Pacific Northwest.

BARNEY KRANZE, RKO branch manager
Albany, is in Elmira for conferences on prod I

with the Bernstein Circuit. Kranze will 3

see Myron Kallet at Oneida and the Schi

at Gloversville before returning.

SIDNEY S. STOCKTON, Metro office m;
ager at Albany, leaves next week for a t

weeks' vacation in Washington and at V

ginia Beach.

Exhibs. in 20 Western Pa
Towns Ask Sun. Pix Vot<

Pittsburgh—Among the Weste,
Penn. towns in which exhibs. a

filing petitions for a referendum v

Sunday motion picture shows at t!

next election are the following: A
toona, Blairsville, Beaver Fal
Brackenridge, Butler, Clarion, Cra

ton, Derry, Emlenton, Evans Cit

Holidaysburg, Homer City, I

diana, Latrobe, Leechburg, Natroi

Heights, New Castle, Portage, Roc

!

ester, Wilkinsburg.

WHEN SPEED'S YOUR NEED

PHONE TELEGRAMS TO

Tostal
i

Telegraph
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS
'PHONED IN APPEAR ON YOUR

TELEPHONE BILL.
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'Sea Hawk" Stays

n All 335 Dates

I,

(Continued from Page 1)

Picture hit a gross above the

100,000 mark over the Labor Day
k-end, it was learned.

expressed the opinion that

^a Hawk," on the basis of its

irrent business, might well out-

"The Jazz Singer," company's
ggest money maker. He also com-
ented that wholehearted co-opera-

3ii by exhibitors in the advertising,

iblicizing and exploitation of the

re had had a definite effect on

e picture's rapidly mounting earn-

e Warner exec, further pointed
i hat business being done by

"he Sea Hawk" justifies the pic-

- big budget, and that Warners
oing ahead full speed with their

• 'iinced production plans. Ex-
I bitor and audience response to ad-

need admissions has also been
[lartening, he said.

, He was enthusiastic about forth-

ming company product, stating

special campaigns will be put

I hind a number of pictures. "Tug-
I at Annie Sails Again," "No Time

Comedy," "City for Conquest,"
Letter," and "Knute Rockne

—

I 1 American" were among the pic-

I res mentioned.

ono. Southern Exchange
ets Temple Re-Issues

Distribution of the four Shirley

mple two-reelers in Georgia, Flo-

a, Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana,

ississippi, Tennessee and North and
Btb Carolina goes to Monogram
uthern Exchange, Inc., of Atlanta,

p. jrangements having been made by
M. Savini, president of Astor

» 'itures, and John W. Mangham,
^sident of Monogram Southern
change, Inc.

9es Can. Looming Large
3 Major Film Subject

Toronto—Canada will be a major
oject and setting for feature pro-

i:tions from now on, because of the

minion's importance in war and
peace, according to Roland Gil-

t, British producer, now making
)th Parallel" in Canada.

THE FILM
DAILY to

Doris Kenyon

Jerry Safron

Sam Sax

Clive Adams
Amos Hiatt

• • • JUST 100 years ago as every good philatelist knows

the first postage stamp was issued Now, in this year of

grace, 1940 it's very probable that the first "stamp" of

filmland will be on the exalted office of Postmaster General of

the U. S 'cause none other than Frank Comerford Walker

is the personal choice of President Roosevelt to succeed James

A.Farley T T
• • • THROUGHOUT the motion picture industry

Frank Walker is revered not on the sentimental premise that

he's a reel-business man but because he's a real business

man having proved himself such from the time he

joined our cinema ranks 'round 1925 as general counsel and

manager of his Uncle Mike's theater interests — which is to

say, Mike Comerford Shortly after President Roosevelt began

his first term as the nation's chief executive the National

Emergency Council was established and Frank Walker was
named its head This was one of several Presidential assign-

ments which the now president of Comerford Theaters has filled

energetically and skillfully

T T
• • • THE solidity of Frank Walker tempts the designation

—Plymouth (Pa.) Rock for he was born in the Keystone

State's town of Plymouth At the age of three years he was

taken by his family to Montana subsequently attended Gonzaga

College in Spokane, Washington and received his law degree

from Notre Dame, Indiana Returning to Montana to practice law

it wasn't long e'er he became assistant district attorney

and a member of the State Legislature He's been a standout

success all through his career Yessir, this son of Notre Dame
—in the best traditions of its gridiron warriors— is emin-

ently equipped to "carry the mail"

T T
—RICHMOND. VA.

• • • LAST night Columbia and Frank Lloyd not only

carried a quartette of celebrity-studded Richmond audiences back

to Ole Virginny of Colonial days but carried these audiences

away in joyous transport by the power and appeal

of "The Howards of Virginia" The four-ply world premiere

was held in the State, Byrd, Westhampton and Capitol theaters

and climaxed a great day for the Old Dominion's metropolis

which heretofore had never been the venue of a movie event of

such importance The event was of decided importance, too

from filmland's standpoint because aside from the prestige ac-

cruing to the industry generally and the Columbia-Lloyd combo

in particular the festivities marked the launching into release

of a big and valuable picture property which is both bound to

occupy a prominent niche in the 1940-41 scheme of things and

prove a boon to box-offices as well as to the interest of the public

in screen entertainment

T T
• • • ADVENT of "The Howards of Virginia" was
likewise spectacular in surrounding pageantry The day saw
the yacht bearing the participating dignitaries land at Rich-

mond escorted up the James River by a U. S. destroyer —
saw Martha Scott at Westover place a wreath on the grave of

Richmond's founder, William Byrd the re-enactment in St.

John's Church- of the Second Virginia Convention at which
Patrick Henry delivered his "Liberty or Death" oration

the pageant at Byrd Park and the colorful "Howards of

Virginia" Ball To the exhibition field such a program
is a constructive contributor for it nationally spotlighted the

picture in a rousing and well-merited fashion

DATE BOOK
Today: Atlas Corp. stockholders meeting,

Wilmington, Del.

Sept. 12: New York Warner Club golf tourna-
ment, Old Oaks Country Club, Purchase.

Sept. 12-14: Biological Photographic Association
convention, Hotel Schroeder, Milwaukee.

Sept. 13: Philadelphia Variety Club-The Exhibi-
tor golf tournament, Philmont Country Club.

Sept. 15: SAG class A annual meeting, Hol-
lywood.

Sept. 16: Cincinnati Variety Club golf tourna-
ment.

Sept. 18: Columbia stockholders' meeting.

Sept. 25-27: New Jersey Allied convention,
President Hotel, Atlantic City.

Sept. 27: Actors' Equity Council quarterly
meeting.

Oct. 2-3: Independent Theater Protective As-
sociation of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan
convention, Milwaukee.

Oct. 7-9: Michigan Allied convention, Jackson.
Oct. 21-22: AMPTO of Western Pennsylvania

convention, Hotel Roosevelt, Pittsburgh.

Oct. 21-25: SMPE Fall convention, Roosevelt
Hotel, Hollywood.

Oct. 26: Cinema Lodge, B'nai B'rith, banquet,
Hotel Pennsylvania.

Nov. 11: A F of L convention opens, New
Orleans.

Nov. 21: Motion Picture Associates ball, Hotel
Astor.

Dec. 12: Philly Variety Club dinner Bellevue
Stratford.

WEDDING BELLS

Albany—William Gaddoni, Metro
booker, and Alice Schmitz, Warner
exchange employe, were married at
Our Lady of Angels Church here
Tuesday.

Pat Neeham of Metro became Mrs.
William Stewart in Albany Aug. 31.

L. Wayne Carignan, 20th Century-
Fox shipper, also was married Aug.
31 to Helen Bobar, former Film Row
employe and sister of a Metro in-

spectress. The wedding took place

at St. Casimir's Church.

Caldwell, Wis.—Delbert Zoelleck,

projectionist at the Vista Theater,
Mukwonago, was married here to

Dorothy Roller.

West Bend, Wis.—Harold H. Berk-
holtz, associated with his father, A.
C. Berkholtz in the operation of the-

aters here and at Two Rivers, was
married in Fond du Lac, to Alberta
Anderson.

Merrill, Wis.—J. Richard Schacht,
manager of the Badger Theater here,

was married to Miss Ellen Williams.

Chicago—Gene Rich, theater pub-
licity director, was married to Char-
lotte Vallens. They are honey-
mooning in New York City.

Cleveland—Announcement has just
been made of two marriages in the
family of Nat L. Lefton, Republic
franchise owner, and Mrs. Lefton.
Gilbert Lefton, head of Academy
Film Service, was married Aug. 3
to Lee Fernengal of Cleveland. Ben-
ton, of the Benton Building Co. was
married Aug. 21 to Miss Helen Doyle,
also of Cleveland. Both marriage
services were read in Covington, Ky.
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St. Louis Indies May

Wage Buyers' Strike

{Continued from Page 1)

product to the minor neighborhood

and suburban houses.

"St. Louis independents," Wehren-

berg said, "have not bought any

1940-41 product because it hasn't

been offered to them yet, but unless

certain evils are corrected, we will

not buy."

Asked how the independents ex-

pected to get along without new
product Wehrenberg said, "We'll run
all pictures, cut prices and do other
things in retaliation, but we won't
sign for new programs until the dis-

tributors straighten out this mess."

Wehrenberg returned to St. Louis
yesterday after one day in New
York, following the consent decree
hearings in Washington.

Complete Radio Coverage
For Premiere of "Howards"

{Continued from Page 1)

ered between them practically every
event of the day, from the official

greeting to producer-director Frank
Lloyd and Martha Scott, in the morn-
ing, through the premiere ball at

the John Marshall Hotel, following
the quadruple opening.

Elizabeth Page, author of the
novel, "The Tree of Liberty," on
which the pix is based, flew here
from her home in Sierra Madre,
Cal., yesterday.
Among the Columbia executives,

theater figures and out of town news-
paper writers attending were:

Jack Colin, A. Montague, N. Spingold, Sam
Galanty, Izzy Rappaport, Elizabeth Page,
Jack Skirball, Joe Skirball, Mrs. Frank Lloyd,
the Lloyds' daughter, Alma Grey and Frank
Grey.

From Philadelphia : Charles Fisher and
Elsie Finn, of the Record; Mrs. Edna Carroll,
chairman of the Pennsylvania Censor Board

;

Everett Callow, Publicity director for Warner
Theaters; Davis Weshner, Central Zone Di-
rector for Warner Theaters.

From Baltimore: Louis Azreal, columnist;
Norman Clark, dramatic editor of the News-
Post ; Eleanor Kernian, special writer.

From Washington : Frank Acosta, his as-
sistant Don Craig, drama editor of the News

;

Jay Carmody, dramatic editor of the Star;
Harry McArthur, and assistant Harry Phil-
lips, columnist for the Times Herald ; Mary
Mason of NBC; Eleanor Lee of CBS; George
Crouch, assistant general manager of Warner
Theaters ; Frank La Falce, publicity director
for Warner Theaters.

St. Louis—Arnold Berger, resi-

dent-manager of the Drive-in The-
ater, Des Perss, is the father of a
baby boy, born to Mrs. Berger at St.

John's Hospital here.

Richmond, Va.—Laverne Mann,
former cashier at the Grand, was
presented with a seven and a half
pound baby boy at the Johnson Willis
Hospital last week. She named him
Barry.

Between 50 and 100 Coin-in-Slot Movie
Machines Slated for Northern New Jersey

Newark, N. J.—Tentative plans for installing between 50 and 100 nickel movie
machines in the Northern section of the state were revealed yesterday by Abner (Longey)
Zwillman. Zwillman said he has been dickering with Phonovision Corp. of America.
"It's practically just a matter of coming to terms," he added.

CBS Shows Tele

in Color for Press

{Continued from Page 1)

use of color motion pictures being

run through a film scanner. Between

the film and an electronic pickup tube

there is a rotating disc containing

red, green and blue filters. A sim-

ilar disc is used at the receiving end.

CBS will not manufacture these
units itself, but it was indicated that
such units for receiving sets may
cost about $30 each, purchased sep-
arately, or may add about 10 per cent
to the cost of a black-and-white re-
ceiver. CBS is negotiating with set

manufacturers who are seeking
licenses to make the equipment, it

was said.

While motion pictures were used,
it still remains to construct pick-up
equipment for live broadcasts, Dr.
Peter C. Goldmark, CBS chief tele

engineer, declared. Experiments are
now being made along these lines

and tests will be made shortly.

Sixteen millimeter Kodachrome
motion pictures film taken at 64
frames per second and run at 60
frames per second was used. Pic-

tures contained 343 lines interlaced.

Experiments are being made by Dr.
Goldmark to increase the number of

lines to above 400 without exceeding
the six-megacycle band.

Rocky Mt. Screen Club Aids
Speer Memorial Hospital

Denver — The Rocky Mountain
Screen Club and the Will Rogers
Memorial Association have donated

f3.000 to the new Robert Speer Me-
morial hospital to be used in equip-

ping 12 rooms for sick, dependent
children. The committee, which
made a lengthy investigation before
recommending the allocation of the

funds included Rick Ricketson, pres-

ident of the club, Earl Collins, A.
P. Archer, Henry Friedel, Lon Fid-
ler and Wm. Agren. The hospital,

a city institution, has been stand-
ing idle because of lack of funds
to equip the rooms.

Ludwig Re-enters Exhib.
Field Via Berger House

Jamestown, N. D.—John Ludwig
has acquired the State theater here
from the Berger Amusement Co. and
is re-entering the exhibition field

from which he retired in July. Lud-
wig, formerly co-head of the Min-
nesota Amusement Co., will retain
his Ludwig Screen Advertising Co.,

of Minneapolis.

Industry Pledges

Defense Co-operalion

{Continued from Page 1)

tors' room of the RKO building re-

volved around the co-ordination of
the various committees toward a
centralized plan of co-operation.
These committees are ready to start
operations as soon as the Govern-
ment gives the word, it was said.

George J. Schaefer, RKO presi-
dent, is chairman of the defense
committee and presided at the ses-
sions. Among those who attended
were Ed Kuykendall, Spyros Skouras,
Harry Brandt, Robert B. Wilby and
others.

Gore Circuit Will Build
Two and Remodel Three

Tampa, Fla.—Butler E. Gore, of
Broadway Theaters, Inc. has an-
nounced definite plans for the con-
struction of two new theaters. Three
other houses in the chain are to be
remodeled. The State, which is ex-
pected to be ready in November, is

an 800-seat house; the Osborne, to

be ready in January, will seat 900
persons. The Howard, Rialto and
Broadway are to be improved.

Starke, Fla.—Mrs. Mina Manassa
Grady, owner of the Ritz Theater,
announces work will soon be started
on a new 1,000-seat house to serve
nearby Camp Blanding.

Commonwealth Convent'n
Arrangements Completed

Kansas City, Mo. — Plans were
completed here yesterday for the
forthcoming convention of the the-
ater managers of the Commonwealth
Amusement Corp., which will be held
at the Hotel President next Wednes-
day and Thursday. District manag-
ers will remain in town Friday for
another conference to discuss their
own problems. On Thursday night, 1

a steak fry will be held at the Coun-
try Club.

Trans-Radio in St Louis

St. Louis—Downtown Lyric, oper-
ated by the Best Amusement Co., has
installed a Trans-Radio teletype in

its lobby. It's the first local installa-
tion of its kind.

Lowers Admission Price

Rockwood, Tenn.—The Lyric Thea-
ter on Monday reduced admission
prices from 30 cents plus tax to 27
cents plus tax and fixed Saturday's
admission at 25 cents including tax.

Columbia's Yearly

Net at $512,185

{Continued from Page 1)

visions for Federal income and othe
taxes, of $2,046.76.

Balance sheet as of June 29, show
current assets of $13,146,25%' o
which approximately $2,3M,70
is represented by cash. The tota

current liabilities amount to \

925,715.67 and working capita
equalled approximately $11,221,00(

Western Pa. AMPTO Sets
Meeting for Oct. 21-22

{Continued from Page 1)

arrangements for the convention wil
be discussed.

President M. A. Rosenberg state
yesterday that there will be severa
special guests at the forthcomin;
convention, to which all independen
theater owners and managers wil
be invited, whether members of th
organization or not. Election of of
fleers for the coming year will b
held.

Richey Leaves On First

Assignment for M-G-M

{Continued from Page 1)

sales manager, for his first assign
ment.

Rodgers and Richey will meet wit
Ernest Peaslee, president of North
west Allied, and Sol Lebedoff, a di

rector of the unit, on several is

sues. It is understood that North
west Allied will urge M-G-M t

make flat rental deals in the terri
tory instead of requiring percent
age contracts.

Maine and New Hampshir
Circuit Deal Set by Rep.

Boston—Closing of a deal where
by Maine and New Hampshire The
aters circuit will play Republic'
1940-41 product was announced her
yesterday. M. E. Morey, Republic'
branch manager here, represente
his company in the finalizing of th
contract, and W. J. Sullivan acte
for the circuit. Pact had been dis
cussed by James R. Grainger. Repub
lie's president, and John J. Fore
vice-president of M and N H.

Providence Strike Settled

Providence—Two-day strike of op
erators at Empire and Bijou in thi

city and Park and Palace, Crans
ton—all subsequent-run houses op
erated by Associated Theaters, Inc
ended when union and chain came t

verbal agreement. Settlement oil

Union's claims for $3,515 bad
wages coming from 15 per cent cu
levied last February was reachei
and two year pay scale of $72.80 fo

Empire (42 hour, seven day week)
about $65 for Bijou and $57 fo

Park and Palace set in new contract
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BUILDING ON
A SOLID
FOUNDATION!



SUCCESS
HAS

CHANGED
LEO!
The Friendly Company has the pictures

and it's the easiest company

to do business wiith!
„,*»« * bf*

1924-25
The Navigator • Janice Meredith

He Who Gets Slapped • *The Merrv-

Widow • Never the Twain Shall MeeV
The Circle • Sally, Irene and Mary
Zander the Great • His Secretary

1929
tBroadway Melody •The Trial of Mary
Dugan • Dynamite • The Bridge of

San Luis Rey • *The Last of Mrs.

Cheyney • *Madame X • The Holly-

wood Revue • *Hallelujah

1933
Tugboat Annie • Dancing Lady

*Rasputin and the Empress • The
White Sister • Hell Below • Reunion

in Vienna • Night Flight

1937
Camille • Maytime • *Romeo and

Juliet • A Day at the Races »*Captains

Courageous • *The Good Earth

Saratoga • Broadway Melody of 1938

The Bride Wore Red • Conquest

The Firefly • Rosalie



™

1926
The Torrent • The Road to Mandalay

Mare Nostrum • The Temptress

•Bardelys, the Magnificent • *The

Flesh and the Devil

Tell It to the Marines • *The Big

Parade • *Ben-Hur • The Fire Brigade

Slide, Kelly, Slide • Rookies • The
Garden of Allah

1928
West Point • The Student Prince

Rose Marie • Laugh, Clown, Laugh
Our Dancing Daughters • White

Shadows of South Seas

1930
*Anna Christie • *The Big House

*Min and Bill • Caught Short • *The

Divorcee • The Unholy Three • Billy

the Kid • Our Blushing Brides

Trader Horn • Reducing • Politics

Possessed • Inspiration • Strangers

May Kiss • The Secret Six • Susan

Lenox * Private Lives • Mata Hari

Hell Divers • *Emma • Tarzan,

the Ape Man • fGrand Hotel

*Smilin' Through • Prosperity

Strange Interlude

1934
*Dinner at Eight • *Barretts of

Wimpole Street • Chained • Forsaking

All Others • Viva, Villa! • *The Thin

Man • Evelyn Prentice • Eskimo

Treasure Island • Queen Christina

Riptide • Men in White • Tarzan

and His Mate

1938
A Yank at Oxford • Test Pilot • *The
Citadel • *Love Finds Andy Hardy
*Marie Antoinette »*Boys Town •Too
Hot to Handle • The Great Waltz • Out
West With the Hardys • Sweethearts

Three Comrades

*One of "Film Daily's" Ten Best pictures.

fOne of the Ten Best; also Academy award.

1935
*David Copperfield • No More Ladies

China Seas • *Broadway Melody of

1936 • fMutiny on the Bounty • A
Night at the Opera • *Naughty

Marietta • *Anna Karenina • *A Tale

of Two Cities

1936
Rose Marie • Wife vs. Secretary

*San Francisco • The Gorgeous Hussy

fThe Great Ziegfeld • Libeled Lady

Born to Dance • After the Thin Man

1939-1940
Idiot's Delight • Honolulu • Huckleberry Finn • *Pygmalion • The Hardys Ride High

Tarzan Finds a Son • *The Wizard of Oz • Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever

*Goodbye, Mr. Chips • *The Women • Babes in Arms • Ninotchka • Another Thin

Man • Balalaika • Broadway Melody of 1940 • Northwest Passage • Edison, The
Man • Waterloo Bridge • The Mortal Storm • New Moon • Andy Hardy Meets

Debutante • Pride and Prejudice • Boom Town • I Love You Again

(What a record! Turn the page for more!)
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YOU DON'T HAVE TO
TAKE M-G-M WITH A
GRAIN OF SALT!
These are no times to take chances* The record of

M-G-M over the course of 16 solid years of success is com-

forting to exhibitors. The stability of the company today

with more stars than ever before and greater resources

is a guarantee that's worth a fortune in peace of mind,

safety of investment. SECURITY! That's important today!



THE THINKER ACTS!
"That's what I ask
myself each year. My
judgment is always
confirmed. M-G-M
always comes through.'^

"That phraseTHE FRIENDLY
COMPANY has real mean-

ing. It's a pleasure to do

business with them."

"One thing I like especially

—M-G-M's got 18 top rank-

ing producers, not just a

few like other companies.

It gives me a sense of

security."

"That outfit realizes that

conditions change so they

keep grooming new pro-

ducers, writers, directors

to keep up to the minute."

"Something I've discovered

is that M-G-M's best is

always better than anyone
else's best, and M-G-M's
average is always better

than anyone else's average."

"Gosh, what a list of Stars!

That's the policy they be-

gan with and they've been

consistent ever since. More
stars than ever now!"

"It's a typical M-G-M sum-

mer. 'Boom Town', 'New
Moon,' 'Andy Hardy Meets
Deb,' 'Pride and Prejudice,'

'I Love You Again' and all

the others. Every summer
M-G-M's a life-saver to me."

"WHAT ARE WE
WAITING FOR!
WHERE'S THAT

M-G-M CONTRACT!'



And he's always been kissed!
{by Miss Box-Office)



NOVELIST! PLAYWRIGHT!

KEEP WORKING!

"Every time I pick up

a newspaper I read that

M-G-M has bought a

new stage hit or best-sell-

ing novel. They spend a

fortune on story materials

It's a fact that M-G-M buys more novels and plays

than any other company. As a result nowhere else do

you get the fast change of entertainment pace which

is the essence of showmanship. To keep the public

coming, you must tempt them with new appeals each

week and M-G-M does just that. Best sellers, famed

stage hits — they get to be "Best" because they have

great stories to tell. M-G-M is in a position to accumu-

late Big Time material which lends itself to the Big

Time Production Standards of the M-G-M Studios.



AT THE TOP OF THE
BEST-SELLER LIST!
It would take pages to

illustrate all the great

book and play proper-

ties in Leo's million dol-

lar library of box - office

properties. Here are just

a few ofthem which will

be source material from
which outstanding at-

tractions of the new
season will be drawn T



MM Mil

*® >

HERE ARE PICTURES TO
ENTER IN YOUR
DATE BOOK!

M-G-M will produce a minimum of 44 and a maximum of 52

pictures in 1940-1941. Our friendly customers know from pre-

vious years that in listing a new season prospectus we reserve

the right to make changes. Our mutual aim is to get the best

ultimate results and any deviation from the following would

only be in the interests of making the best pictures possible.

We will let our record speak for that. The following pages

reveal the greatest listing of entertainments and star values in

the history of the Friendly Company. Here are the materials

from which M-G-M's new season productions will be drawn.



ESCAPE (book) . . . Ethel Vance's sensational best-

seller, flaming with a daring romance that made it

the most talked-about novel of the year. Starring

Norma Shearer and Robert Taylor with Conrad
Veidt, Nazimova, Felix Bressart, Albert Basserman,

Phillip Dorn, Bonita Granville and Blanche Yurka.

Mervyn LeRoy directs from screen play by Arch
Oboler and Marguerite Roberts.

DULCY (play) . . . Only Ann Sothern could do

justice to the flippety heroine of this famous play by

George S. Kaufman and Marc Connelly. The comedy

cast includes Ian Hunter, Reginald Gardiner, Lynne

Carver, Roland Young, Billie Burke and Dan Dailey,

Jr. S. Sylvan Simon directs from screen play by

Albert Mannheimer, Jerome Chodorov and Joseph

A. Fields.

WYOMING . . . spectacular outdoor drama filmed

in the heart of the rugged West's most breath-taking

beauty, starring Wallace Beery with Leo Carrillo,

Ann Rutherford, Lee Bowman, Joseph Calleia, Paul

Kelly, Bobs Watson, Marjorie Main and Henry

Travers. Richard Thorpe directs from original story

by Jack Jevne and screen play by Jack Jevne and

Hugo Butler.

THIRD FINGER, LEFT HAND... Lionel Houser's

madcap romance of a self-sufficient young lady who
pretends to have a husband . . . until a husband

shows up to claim his bride. Starring Myrna Loy with

Melvyn Douglas, Lee Bowman, Donald Meek, Felix

Bressart, Raymond Walburn, Bonita Granville,

Sidney Blackmer, Ann Morriss, Halliwell Hobbes

and May McAvoy. Robert Z. Leonard directs.

V

DR. KILDARE GOES HOME . . . further ad-

ventures in this series which is becoming increasingly

popular and beloved by audiences everywhere, fea-

turing Lionel Barrymore, Lew Ayres, Laraine Day,

John Shelton, Gene Lockhart, Nat Pendleton, Samuel

Hinds, Alma Kruger, Emma Dunn, Walter Kingsford,

Nell Craig and Cliff Danielson. Harold Bucquet di-

rects from screen play by Willis Goldbeck and Harry

Ruskin from original story by Max Brand.

BITTERSWEET (play) . . . Thrilling musical ro-

mance, considered Noel Coward's most distinguished

achievement, filmed in radiant Technicolor as a star-

ring vehicle for Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson

Eddy, with Ian Hunter, George Sanders, Felix

Bressart, Curt Bois, Sig Rumann, Fay Holden, Lynne

Carver, Edward Ashley, Diana Lewis and Herman
Bing. W. S. Van Dyke II directs.

STRIKE UP THE BAND . . . smashing successor

to BABES IN ARMS, tuneful parade of youth star*

ring Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland with Paul

Whiteman and his orchestra, June Preisser, William

Tracy, Larry Nunn and hundreds of their pulchri-

tudinous pals. Hit song/'Our Love Affair." Busby

Berkeley directs from original screen play by John

Monks, Jr., and Fred Finklehoffe.

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY (play) . . Phillip

Barry's stage success that ran a solid year on Broad-

way, brought to the screen starring Cary Grant,

Katharine Hepburn,James Stewart withJohn Howard,

Roland Young, John Halliday, Mary Nash, Virginia

Weidler, Ruth Hussey. George Cukor directs.

LITTLE NELLIE KELLY (play) . . . George M.
Cohan's memorable New York stage hit, a-kindle

with such nostalgic tunes as "You Remind Me of

Your Mother" and "Everybody Works But Father."

Judy Garland is in the title role, with George Murphy,

Charles Winninger, Douglas McPhail and Arthur

Shields in the cast. Norman Taurog directs.

ARE YOU LISTENING? (Radio Story) . . . Hilari-

ous moments backstage in a radio station with the

inimitable Frank Morgan heading the fun-making

cast including Virginia Grey, Dan Dailey, Jr., Ann
Morriss, Donald Meek, Felix Bressart, Leni Lynn
and Larry Nunn. Edwin L. Marin directs from an

original story by Nat Perrin and Dorothy Yost.

SKY MURDER. . . thrilling sequel to Nick Carter's

earlier adventures, with this immortal detective hero

again portrayed by Walter Pidgeon with Donald

Meek, Karen Verne, Edward Ashley, Joyce Compton,

George Lessey, Tom Neal, Chill Wills and Tom
Conway. George Seitz directs.

MARX BROTHERS GO WEST ... the mad
Marxes don boot and saddle to invade the rip-roarin'

gold gulches where men are men and women are

blondes. The Marx Brothers tried and tested their ma-

terial before audiences as they did with "A Night at

the Opera. " Edward Buzzell directs, with cast including

Marion Martin, Diana Lewis and Walter Woolf King.

. continued

:



TALK ABOUT SALES POLICY!



TWO SONS . . . dramatic story of a power-loving

District Attorney and how the inspiring influence of

his children tips the scales of justice in favor of an

innocent man.

A WOMAN'S FACE (play) . . . powerfully poign-

ant drama of a woman's quest for beauty after a

life of disfigurement. Starring Joan Crawford in the

adaptation of the French play by Francois de Croisset.

•

MAISIE. . . Ann Sothern's rising popularity in this

now-famous screen character will be further en-

hanced in a sparkling new story.

•

FLIGHT COMMAND . . . Spectacular Navy avia-

tion drama, thrill-packed with spine-tingling exploits

of America's mighty air armadas, starring Robert

Taylor with Walter Pidgeon, Ruth Hussey, Paul Kelly

and John Shelton. Frank Borzage directs from original

story by Commander Harvey S. Haislip and John

Sutherland.

SING SING., .teeming prison drama, based upon

the story by Jonathan Finn and Harold Friedman,

starring Clark Gable as the warden who dared to

bring humanitarianism into his grim duty.

•

NEW HARDY FAMILY PICTURES . . . Con-

tinuance of the top entertainment quality in this out-

standing family series, with Lewis Stone, Mickey

Rooney, Fay Holden, Cecilia Parker, Ann Rutherford,

Sara Haden in their familiar roles, based upon the

famous characters created by Aurania Rouverol.

THIN MAN'S SHADOW. . . starring William

Powell and Myrna Loy in another adventure of the

celebrated screen detective, based upon the famous

characters created by Dashiell Hammett.

WITCH OF THE WILDERNESS (book) ... stirring

romantic drama of what happens when sophisticated

men and women find themselves facing primitive

peril, starring Clark Gable and Lana Turner, based

upon the novel by Desmond Holdridge. i

THE YEARLING (book) . . . Marjorie Kinnan
Rawling's Pulitzer prize novel that has become one of

America's literary masterpieces within a span of two

best-selling years, the homespun tale of a man and

a boy and a deer, to be filmed in Technicolor with

Spencer Tracy starred. Directed by Victor Fleming of

"Gone With the Wind" fame.

TONIGHT AT 8:30 (play) . . . starring Norma
Shearer. Noel Coward's sensational international hit.

THE WORLD WE MAKE (play)... starring Norma
Shearer and George Raft in the screen presentation

of Sidney Kingsley's Theatre Guild stage production,

basedupon the Millen Brand novel, "OutwardRoom. '

'

TROPICAL HURRICANE, .sultry romance in the

jungles, starring Robert Taylor and Ann Sothern.

Story by Wilson Collison.

ZIEGFELD GIRL., .glamorous cavalcade of

American beauty, based upon story by William

Anthony McGuire, starring Hedy Lamarr, Judy

Garland and Lana Turner.

TORTILLA FLAT (book)...John Steinbeck's fascina-

ting portrayal of a quaint people, with Spencer Tracy

starred in one of the most appealing characterizations

of his brilliant career.

NIGHT IN BOMBAY (book) . . . starring Joan

Crawford in Louis Bromfield's newest romantic novel,

a fascinating story of a girl and two men against the

exotic lure of India.

BABES ON BROADWAY ... the bonfire team

of Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland invades Broad-

way with an army of youth and talent that brings

back the bright lights to the old White Way.

EX-MAYOR OF BOYS TOWN . . sequel to

the smash screen hit of last year, "BOYS TOWN",
with Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney again starred.

I MARRIED AN ANGEL (play) . . . starring

Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy in the musical

romance that thrilled Broadway, based upon the play

by John Vaszary with book and lyrics by Rodgers

and Hart.

COME LIVE WITH ME . . . Hedy Lamarr and

James Stewart teamed in a timely comedy of a beauti-

ful refugee who seeks an American home. Clarence

Brown directs from a story by Virginia Van Upp and

Patterson McNutt.

DAWN'S EARLY LIGHT . . . starring Robert

Taylor in the brilliant pageant of American history

authored by Dorothy Thompson and Fritz Kortner.



FEELING LIKE A MILLION . . . bringing back

the good old days of vaudeville, starring Eleanor

Powell andAnn Sothern in a storybyJackMacGowan.

•

BLOSSOMS IN THE DUST . . . story by Ralph

Wheelwright of a woman whose inspiring life is dedi-

cated to thousands of motherless children for whom

she has found happy homes. Starring Greer Garson

m a role recalling her famous Mrs. Chips charac-

terization.

BILLY THE KID {book) . . . action drama of the

Southwest's famous desperado. From the novel by

Walter Noble Burns.

•

LULU (book)... Booth Tarkington's "Presenting Lily

Mars," story of the playwright who wrote his dreams

. . . and fell in love with his dream girl. Starring Lana

Turner.

TARZAN . . . Edgar Rice Burroughs' famous jungle

romance flames with new action thrills. Johnny

Weissmuller and Maureen O'Sullivan are featured.

SLIGHTLY MARRIED . . . starring Robert Mont-

gomery in a madcap matrimonial mixup that starts

when a husband and wife decide to test each other's

fidelity.

MARRIED BACHELOR . . . story by Manny Seff

of a marital relations expert who diagnoses his own

domestic troubles. William Powell and Myrna Loy star.

DR. EPHRAIM McDOWELL . . . stirring saga of

a pioneer physician who brings scientific enlighten-

ment to a world of darkness and pestilence. Spencer

Tracy will star.

HOW TO WIN FRIENDS AND INFLUENCE
PEOPLE (book)...Dale Carnegie's famous book to be

brought to the screen with an all-star comedy cast.

THE WORLD'S OUR OYSTER . . . based upon

the famous Get-Rich-Quick -Wallingford character.

Starring Clark Gable and Myrna Loy.

COMBAT CAR . . . drama of the army's mechan-

ized forces, by Lawrence Kimble, with Wallace Beery

starred as the veteran cavalry sergeant who has to

give up his beloved horses for tanks.

THE YOUNGEST PROFESSION (book) ... by
Lillian Day. This is a story of fan's adoration of film

stars. Judy Garland plays the role of the star-struck

youngster who launches a fan club.

GET A HORSE . . . comedy-drama by Herman
Mankiewicz and Albert Shelby Levino, of the early

days in the automobile industry. Starring Wallace

Beery.

ARGENTINA . . . the Marx Brothers become wild

men of the Pampas.

SEA OF GRASS (book) ... saga of America's great

wheat fields, from the novel by Conrad Richter, star-

ring Spencer Tracy and Myrna Loy.

STRANGE HONEYMOON (play) ... by Jacques

Deval, starring William Powell and Myrna Loy in a

Sun Valley setting, where two divorced couples meet

in pursuit of happiness . . . and to escape each other.

WINGS ON HIS BACK . . . Myles Connelly's

story of a barnstorming aviator who writes love let-

ters in the sky. Starring Jimmy Stewart.

THE MAN ON AMERICA'S CONSCIENCE...
dramatic story by Alvin Meyer and Lowell Brodeaux,

of the tragic life of President Andrew Johnson who
followed Abraham Lincoln into the White House,

only to face impeachment when he struggles to pre-

serve the doctrines of the Great Emancipator.

Spencer Tracy will star.

BEAU BRUMMEL (play) ... Starring Robert Donat
in a screen adaptation of the Clyde Fitch play of

the Eighteenth Century gallant whose adventures

won for him a pedestal in the history ofworld romance.

CAUSE FOR ALARM (book) ... exciting novel by

Eric Ambler of international espionage and its sinister

effect upon the fate of the world today.

RAGE IN HEAVEN (boo/c). ..James Hilton's power-

ful novel of a bitterly disillusioned husband who
seeks, through his own suicide, to entrap his faith-

less wife.

ROAD TO ROME (play) . . . gay picturization of a

modern Hannibal storming the gates of Rome, from

the capricious play by Robert Sherwood.
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Published in

this space

every month

You are now reading a special issue

for the trade of the most famous mag-

azine advertising column in America.

• * • *

Research authorities who make those

surveys of housewives, etc., advise us

that it's the most widely read ad of

its size in the national publications

and GROWING by leaps and bounds.

* * • *

This column appears once a month
in preferred positions in the following

magazines:

True Story

Cosmopolitan

Ladies' Home Journal

Red Book

American Magazine

Look

Parents' Magazine

Saturday Evening Post

College Humor

Liberty

Country Gentleman

Successful Farming

Capper's Farmer

Farm Journal and Farmer's

Wife

Progressive Farmer and

Southern Ruralist

• * * *

Every month Leo the M-G-M Lion

chats breezily with the public about

current pictures with special emphasis

on STARS.
• * • *

The first thing you ask about a picture

and the first thing your patrons ask is

"Who's in it?"

• * • •

M-G-M's got BIG properties but also

BIG STARS to put into them.

• * • *

More than most other companies
combined.

• * • •

It would take a whole fan magazine

to illustrate them.
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The greatest

star of the

screen!

M-G-M has under contract 43 Fea-

tured Players in addition to the 26
Stars on these pages.

• • * •

Meet the folks!

CLARK GABLE
They go for him!

NORMA SHEARER
Watch for "Escape"!

ROBERT TAYLOR
Bigger than ever!

JOAN CRAWFORD
Darling of the fans!
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SPENCER TRACY
That man can act!

JEANETTE MacDONALD
In a class by herself!

NELSON EDDY
Screen, radio, concert world!

MICKEY ROONEY
Need we say more?

JUDY GARLAND
Everybody's Baby!

JAMES STEWART
A regular guy!
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MYRNA LOY
She's got appeal!

LIONEL BARRYMORE
American idol!

WALLACE BEERY
Right down their alley!

HEDY LAMARR
Isn't she beautiful!

MARGARET SULLAVAN
Heart appeal!

ELEANOR POWELL
Keep America dancing!
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WILLIAM POWELL
Gee, you're swell, Bill!

KATHARINE HEPBURN
A style of her own!

ROBERT DONAT
Prize winner!

ROBERT MONTGOMERY
Better than ever!

ROSALIND RUSSELL
She's popular!

MARX BROTHERS
The public needs you!
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GRETA GARBO
"Ninotchka" made her topchka!

GREER GARSON
Adorable "Mrs. Chips"!

LANA TURNER
Going up!

ANN SOTHERN
Maisie's a winner!

When you've got a line-up of Stars like

these your name is Big Chief Sitting Pretty.

• * • •

And signing a contract with The Friendly

Company is just the beginning.

• k * •

There's no outfit in the business that's

so conscious of merchandising as M-G-M.
• • * •

Direct to the public through magazine and

newspaper advertising.

• • -A- *

Cooperation with theatres through the

biggest permanent field force

of exploiteers in the industry.

• • • •

New ideas continuously and

the willingness to spend

money to improve our

services.

• • • •

Call on me anytime! J_eO-



DON'T PLAY DREAMO
FOR PRODUCT!

sure with M*G*M in 1940-41!
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Doubt U. S.Will Seek More Disfrib. Concessions
Expect Minor Changes
:o Decree; No Further

|Hearings by Arnold Slated

{Continued from Page 1)

j'iori. Jet., which are not important,

I
[ayes said.

Meanwhile, THE FILM DAILY
learned that the Allied group at

Tuesday's meeting did not op-

pose the blocks of five provis-

ion as reported. Abram F.

Myers, general counsel, had

stated some time ago that such

a set-up would not alleviate con-

ditions. Apparently, the Allied

group is now ready to support
the proposal as the best possible

compromise, however.

No further hearings are sched-

|led on the decree as all those de-

ling to be heard received an audi-

lice with Arnold.

Although the Department is re-

aming silent, it is known that Ar-
bld feels the decree will not stand
uch in the way of changes. It is

|msidered more than likely that the

lepartment will not try to get fur-

ier concessions from the distribu-

krs at this late date, but will stand

[i the present decree, with the ex-

ption of minor changes.

Arnold is expected to take at

st a week before reaching his de-

Uion on transmission to Jackson.

\PTOA Planning Poll

In Decree Opposition

J

A poll of the MPTOA executive
Immittee, and possibly the board of

(rectors, for their opinions as to

le next step in opposing certain

lovisions in the consent decree is

linned by President Ed Kuyken-
111.

IThe MPTOA president said yes-

rday in New York that he hadn't
|cided whether he would make the

tire canvass by mail or ask the
nmittee and board memoers to

lme into New York for a confer-

ee.

IKuykendall was of the opinion
lit nothing could be done until the
lvernment made some official an-
Ijncement as to the status of the
Ytree, but he hoped that prepara-
|ms could be made for action if

draft should be accepted in its

|;sent form.

|
Floating Theater

To Be Film House
Chestertown, Md.—When the season

lis over, the floating theater which has
furnished entertainment in riverfront

[towns in Maryland, Virginia and the
ICarolinas, will be taken to a resort on
the West River, south of Annapolis,
I where it will be renovated for a film
bouse.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

HRITZ LANG. Born Dec. 5, 1890, Vienna. Early ambition was to be a painter.

Attended both College of Technical Sciences and Academy of Graphic Arts.

Studied under private teachers in Vienna, Munich, and Paris. Achieved distinc-

tion as a landscape painter before the World War cut short his career. As an

officer in the Austrian army, received four decorations for bravery and was
wounded three times. While convalescing in a hospital, began to write short

stories and scenarios. Was engaged by Erich Pom-
mer and shortly became a leading director in

Germany. Besides "M," one of the first great

crime films, he has to his credit the famous
"Metropolis," "The Weary Death," and "The
Nibelungs," all milestones in film production.

Came to Hollywood in 1935, and the following

year directed the sensational anti-lynching "Fury"
for M-G-M. His most recent production is "The
Return of Frank James," Twentieth Century-Fox's
epic Technicolor sequel to "Jesse James." Is at

present working on "Western Union," another
outdoor saga of the West, being Darryl Zanuck's
presentation of the history of the telegraph com-
pany's development.

Montgomery Heads NW Allied Plotting

Willkie Film Unit Anti-Duals Campaign

Organization of a group of screen
personalities who will actively sup-
port Wendell L. Willkie in his cam-
paign for the Presidency was an-
nounced by Walter O'Keefe, chair-
man of the theatrical and entertain-
ment division of the Republican Na-
tional Committee, upon his return
from the West Coast to the head-
quarters of the Eastern Division
here. Robert Montgomery will head
the unit, which is setting up offices

in Beverly Hills.

O'Keefe announced the unit would
wage a press campaign and that
plans are also under way for ar-
ranging a series of Coast-to-Coast
broadcasts.

A big mass meeting is being plan-
ned at which Willkie will address a
gathering of screen people upon his
arrival in California. The date for
this speech is tentatively set for
Sept. 18 or 19.

Enlisted in the group of screen
people who have announced their
active support of the GOP nominee
ire Mary Pickford, who is organiz-
ing a "first voters" league; Frank
Tnd Ralph Morgan, Leo McCarey,
George Murphy, Ann Sothern, Roger
Pryor, Morrie Ryskind and Lois
Wilson.

Fleming Funeral on Coast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Los Angeles — Funeral services

were held yesterday for Caryl S.
Fleming, 46, for several years assist-
ant to Director Sidney Olcott. Flem-
ing was a member of Advisory Board
of the Bank of America and presi-
dent of Pacific Coast Association of
Magicians. He died of a heart attack.

Minneapolis—Northwest Allied is

reported to be preparing a campaign
against double features. The unit

last week was said to have tried to

stop the showing of two pictures at

the Princess Theater here. Reliable

sources say the fight will be carried

to the local exchanges.

"Boom Town" Remaining
Fifth Week In Cincy

With business for the fourth week
exceeding that of the third stanza,
"Boom Town" has been held over for

a fifth week in its advanced-price
engagement at the Capitol, Cincin-
nati, M-G-M reported yesterday.
This completes the record of the
nine original one-week test engage-
ments in representative cities which
built to extended runs of four weeks
in three other situations and three
weeks in the five remaining spots.

M-G-M reports that "Boom Town"
has been held over in every one of
its first 23 regular key city engage-
ments at advanced prices, thus
fulfilling the extended-time promise
presaged by its 100 per cent holdover
record in earlier test showings.

It was stated that first reports
from four engagements in three new
spots show "Boom Town" business
332 per cent of normal at the Great
Lakes, Buffalo; 277 per cent at the
Earle, Philadelphia; and 216 per cent
and 237 per cent at the United
Artists and Roosevelt, Chicago, re-

spectively, where it is playing day-
and-date.

HcLLywccD
$PE4I\ING-
= By RALPH WILK -^S

—HOLLYWOOD
/^ROUCHO MARX, Georgie Jessel, Bob

^^Sisk, Lois Andrews, Raoul Walsh, Ray
June, William Perlberg, Joe Rivkin, Eddie
Rubin and Maxie Rosenbloom were among
the filmites who watched the Hollywood
stars in action against the San Francisco

Seals.

• •
QHARLES WENDL1NG, agency represen-
^-' tative and brother of Claudette Colbert,

hooked and hauled a 187-pound marlin
within 30 minutes in a battle off Santa
Catalina.

• •
/"NUR Passing Show: William Frawley and
^S "Lefty" O'Doul, manager of the San
Francisco Seals, lunching at Universal City;

Harry Tatelman transacting business at M-
G-M; Brown (Howard C.) and Smith
(Charlie) being introduced at United
Artists, with a columnist doing the honors.

• •
EDWARD KILLY, who directed "Stage To
*- Chino" and "Wagon Train," for RKO
Radio, has also completed the direction of

"The Fargo Kid," for the Gower Street

studio.

• •
A NDY CLYDE, Charles Beyer, Addison
** Richards, Henry O'Neill, George Beban,
Jr., Huntley Gordon, Rube Wolf, Jimmie
Fidler, Truman Bradley were among the

participants in the annual Lakeside invi-

tational golf tournament.

JOE SANTLEY, who directed "Dancing On
^ A Dime" for Paramount, is completing
"Melody and Moonlight," for Republic. Rob-
ert North is the producer.

BRITISH Consul Eric A. Cleugh, HeatherU Angel, Wendy Barrie, Nigel Bruce, Ralph

Forbes, Reginald Gardner, Alfred Hitchcock,

Boris Karloff, Charles Laughton, Elsa Lan-
chester, Herbert Marshall, Alan Mowbray,
Una O'Connor, Anna Neagle, Reginald Owen,
Mrs. Ouida Rathbone, Basil Rathbone, Dame
May Whitty, Herbert Wilcox and C. Aubrey
Smith will be guests of the Beverly Hills

B'nai B'rith lodge at its Sept. 16 meeting.

A LEXANDER KORDA has signed Alan
** Mowbray for the extremely important
role of Lord Hamilton in support of Vivien

Leigh and Laurence Olivier in "Lady Ham-
ilton," tentative title for Korda's first pro-

duction on his Hollywood schedule. Picture

will go into production September 16 with

Korda personally directing.

CRANCES DEE has been added to the cast

' of David Loew-Albert Lewin's produc-
tion, "Flotsam," now being produced under
the direction of John Cromwell. The star

billing will now read Fredric March, Mar-
garet Sullavan and Frances Dee in "Flot-

sam."
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"Ladies Must Live"
with Wayne Morris, Priscilla Lane,

Roscoe Karns

Warners 58 Mins.

MILDLY MANNERED COMEDY WITH
ABLE PLAYERS OKAY AS PROGRAM
OFFERING.

"Ladies Must Live" falls short of being a

good comedy in the sense of being a top at-

traction, but its cast of able players make it

acceptable as a program offering that should

be of service to exhibitors. The story is

fairly well put together and the technical

aspects of the picture are good. Exhibitors

should find Wayne Morris, Priscilla Lane and

Roscoe Karns okay as marquee names to ex-

ploit.

Morris is personable as a farmer who
falls for a torch singer and follows her to

the big city. Miss Lane is attractive and

capable as the singer. Roscoe Karns, cast as

a bungling country friend of Morris, and

Lee Patrick as his wife, are assets to the

picture. DeWolf Hopper, George Reeves

and Lottie Williams are effective in minor

roles. Noel Smith directed.

Morris, a millionaire farmer, meets Miss

Lane when her car gets stuck. He follows

her to New York, plays Santa Glaus for

her family and gets engaged to her. When
Karns, a friend, arrives to be his best man,

he sells Morris a bill of goods that he is

being taken for a ride. However, Lee

Patrick, Karn's wife, straightens him out and

he patches things up.

CAST: Wayne Morris, Priscilla Lane, Ros-

coe Karns, Lee Patrick, Georgie Reeves,

Ferris Taylor, Lottie Williams, De Wolf

Hopper, Cliff Saum, Bill Dawson, Mildred

Gover, Dana Dale, Mildred Coles.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, William

Jacobs; Director, Noel Smitn; Screenplay,

Robert E. Kent; From a play by George M.

Cohan; Cameraman, Ted McCord; Editor,

Everett Dodd.

DIRECTION, O.K. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

Orpheum, Portland, Ore.,

Purchased by Evergreen

Portland, Ore.—Cancellation of the

Orpheum Theater building lease to

John Danz, Seattle, and sale of the

property to the Evergreen State

Amusement Corp., was reported here

by Paul Farrens, attorney for Or-
pheum Building Corp., seller, and
Albert J. Fink, general manager of

Evergreen, for Frank Newman,
president. Isaac Dant is president

of the Orpheum company.
Title will pass as of Oct. 1. Mult-

nomah Theaters will be operating

lessor. The Evergreen organiza-

tion now operates seven houses
here.

M-G-M Casts Homolka
IVcst Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Metro has cast Oscar

Homolka and Tamara Shayne in

"Comrade."

Ellen Drew Gets the Role
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Paramount has cast

Ellen Drew for the role first assigned

to Barbara Stanwyck in "Reaching
for the Sun." Miss Stanwyck with-

drew due to illness.

"Out West With The
Peppers"

with Edith Fellows, Dorothy Peterson,

Dorothy Ann Seese

Columbia 62 Mins.

LATEST RELEASE IN THIS COLUMBIA
SERIES IS OKAY AS PROGRAM FILLER.

Undoubtedly there is a certain theater

attendance comprised of youngsters who
like pictures of this type, but this release

is too weak to be anything more than a pro-

gram filler for the nabe houses. Technically,

the picture is all right. Exploitation angles

to attract the juve trade are numerous, par-

ticularly so with a juve cast.

Dorothy Peterson, Edith Fellows, Dorothy

Ann Seese, Charles Peck, Tommy Bond and

Bobby Larson comprise the Pepper family

in this one. Support is provided by some
capable character actors, with Victor Ki Mian

and Emory Parnell effective. Charles Bar-

ton directed.

Dorothy Peterson, as Mrs. Pepper, is ad-

vised to recuperate. She writes her sister,

Helen Brown, who runs a boarding house for

loggers in the Oregon woods, and shortly

afterwards the Pepper family descend on

Oregon en masse. Killian, husband of Miss

Brown, is not so pleased with this advent.

A number of events, including one fairly

exciting sequence in a log jammed river,

fill up the remainder of the story, with

everybody friendly at the finish.

CAST: Edith Fellows, Dorothy Ann Seese,

Dorothy Peterson, Charles Peck, Tommy
Bond, Bobby Larson, Victor Killian, Helen

Brown, Emory Parnell, Pierre Watkin, Ron-

ald Sinclair, Walter Soderling, Roger Gray,

Hal Price.

CREDITS: Produced by Columbia; Direc-

tor, Charles Barton; Screenplay, Harry Re-

buas; Based on a book by Margaret Sidney;

Cameraman, B. Kline; Editor, James Sweeney.

DIRECTION, O.K. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

Girl Show and Films Policy

For Alvin, Minneapolis

Minneapolis—Burlesque moves in-

to the Alvin Theater Sept. 13 under
the management of Harry Hirsch,
who just completed a leasing deal
with the Minnesota Amusement Co.

Girl show will be supplemented by
first-run films. House will be scaled
at 40-50 cent admission charge.
Harry Katz will be house manager.

Para. Wants Garfield
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Paramount is seeking

the services of John Garfield for the
role originally assigned to Robert
Preston in "Shepherd of the Hills,"
the role having been rewritten so
that it is considered no longer suit-

able for Preston.

"U" Signs Franchot Tone
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Universal has signed

Franchot Tone for "Trial of the
Vigilantes"; Rod LaRoque, Ralph
Byrd, Eddie Quillan and Lloyd Cor-
rigan for "Streets of Cairo."

'The Leather
Pushers"

"Men Against The i

Sky"
with Richard Dix, Kent Taylor, Wendy with Richard Arlen and Andy Devine

Barrie, Edmund Lowe Universal 64 Mins

RKO Radio 75 Mins. (HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW) f7\
AIR YARN HAS DRAMA AND ACTION; WELL-KNOWN FIGHT STORYV/a:

SHOULD PLEASE ANY TYPE OF AUDI- PLENTY OF ACTION, LAUGHS ANt
ENCE. MIRTHFUL SITUATIONS.

This release should please any type of

audience. It can hold its own as a single

feature or top attraction on any program.

There is plenty of drama and action in the

picture, some fine stunt flying and some
excellent trick photography. Although the

theme of the story is not new, it is re-

freshingly told and well worked out.

There are enough names in the cast to

give an exhib. some marquee power, al-

though none of them are outstanding. How-
ever, any air story is particularly timely at

the present, and this one provides ample
exploitation possibilities. Leslie Goodwins
directed, drawing his characterizations nice-

ly and keeping the continuity well in hind.

Nathanael West contributed a well round-

ed screenplay.

Richard Dix gives a good performance
as a noted flyer who gets washed out be-

cause of his drinking activities. Wendy Bar-

rie is lovely to look at and capable as Dix'

sister. Kent Taylor is okay as the head de-

signer and assistant to Lowe, a plane manu-
facturer. Lowe is sure to get laughs with a

smart line of chatter. Granville Bates is

fine in a supporting role, and Grant Withers,

Donald Briggs and Charles Quigley are

helpful.

Miss Barrie gets a job in Loew's plant

as a draftsman, using an assumed name be-

cause of her brother's generally bad reputa-

tion. However, she gives Taylor a number
of ideas suggested by Dix that are incor-

porated into a new fighting plane the com-
pany is building to enter a competition for

a big contract. Everything goes wrong
and the wings crack on the test ship, which
Dix has taken off without authority. How-
ever, he suggests a way to remedy this trou-

ble and the next model works beautifully.

But when the test pilot is bringing it in

the landing gear jams. Dix loses his life

in an exciting air sequence where he works
the landing gear free in order to save the

plane. Lowe gets his contract and Taylor

gets Miss Barrie.

CAST: Richard Dix, Wendy Barrie, Kent
Taylor, Edmund Lowe, Granville Bates, Grant
Withers, Donald Briggs, Charles Quigley,

Selmer Jackson, Terry Belmont.
CREDITS: Producer, Howard Benedict;

Director. Leslie Goodwins; Screenplay, Nath-
anael West; Story, John Twist; Cameraman,
Harry Redman; Editor, D. Marquette.
DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,

Good.

Lund Switches to RKO
Minneapolis—Bernie Lund, former

booker for Paramount, who later
went to United Artists as head sales-
man, is now booking for RKO. Mar-
vin Wolfuss, his predecessor was
transferred to Sioux Falls as head
booker and office manager.

Little, Baltimore, Reopening
Baltimore—Little Theater, foreign

film house, re-opens for the Fall sea-
son on Friday, with Columbia's "I
Married Adventure."

Containing plenty of action, laughs an<

mirthful situations, this modernized versioi

of the well-known fight story will more
than hold its own in any supporting spot.

The pace set by director John Rawlin:

from a gag-filled screenplay by Larry Rhine
Ben Chapman and Maxwell Shane, sustain:

itself throughout. Photography by Stanle\

Cortez, was notably good. Richard Arlen
Andy Devine and Astrid Allwyn capabl;

handle their roles and are ably supportec

by Douglas Fowley, Charles Brown, Horace
MacMahon, George Lloyd and Eddie Grib-

bon, as the four slug-nutty ex-champs.
Richard Arlen, manager and pal of And;

Devine, would-be-wrestler, becomes in

volved in a gymnasium free-for-all. Arler

emerges from the brawl with a punch, ;

fighter's contract and a crooked manager
Fixed fights rule the day until Astrid All

wyn, female sports writer, starts an expose

through her column. Douglas Fowley, hi:

crooked manager, decides to raffle Arler

off, arranging matters so that Astrid is the

winner.

Arlen soon rises to prominence. A camp
for broken-down ex-fighters, run by Astrid

starts flourishing. To stop Arlen's rise

towards the championship, a fight is fixec

and he is suspended. After much action

the situation is saved, the ever-faithfu

Devine and the four slug-nutty ex-champs
but not before a full measure of laughs i

attained.

CAST: Richard Arlen, Andy Devine, Astric

Allwyn, Douglas Fowley, Charles D. Brown
Shemp Howard, Horace MacMahon, Charle

Lane, Wade Boteler, George Lloyd, Eddie

Gribbon, Frank Mitchell, Reed Kilpatrick

Ben Alexander.

CREDITS: Producer, Ben Pivar; Director

John Rawlins; Screenplay, Larry Rhine, Bei

Chapman, Maxwell Shane; Cameraman, Stan-

ley Cortez, ASC; Art Director, Jack Otter

son; Associate, Ralph M. Delacy; Editor

Arthur Milton; Musical Director, M. J.

Salter.

DIRECTION, Expert. PHOTOGRAPHY
Good.

Olivia de Havilland Cast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAlLi
Hollywood—Warner Bros, has cast

Olivia de Havilland in "Four Cheers
for Mother," a play written by Phil

Dunning and L. G. Leighton. Mar-
jorie Rambeau and Brenda Marshal)
are also set for roles in the pix now
scheduled for November production.

Ida Lupino in "Carnival"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILV
Hollywood—Warner Bros, has cast

Ida Lupino for "Carnival," replacing
Jane Wyman. Ray Enright will di-

rect.

RKO Casts Gilbert, Prouty
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILV
Hollywood — RKO has cast Billy

Gilbert and Jed Prouty for roles in

"Remedy for Riches."
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ALLIED PLANS DECREE INTERVENTION

Cowdin Sees
/U/ Menaced by Excess Profits Bill

K'owdin Asks Senate Com.
', low Company Could Meet
A ax of 47% on Net Income

ashington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Opening the film in-

I is try's attack on the proposed ex-

3 profits tax before the Senate
Finance Com-
mittee here
yesterday, J.

C h e e v e r
Cowdin, Uni-
versal^ boai'd

chairman, as-
serted that
the measure
as now
framed would
i n c r e a s e

taxes on "U"
to more than
47 per cent
of estimated
net income,

spite of the fact that the company
(Continued on Page 7)

pecf Senate Will

uickly Okay Walker

hington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Frank Comerford
ialker, president of both Comerford
eaters, Inc., and Comerford-Pub-
Corp., as well as general counsel

(Continued on Page 7)

r.riiel Frankel Leaves
tthe Lab. Sales Post

(Daniel Frankel, sales manager of

ithe Laboratories, is no longer with
fit company as of Sept. 1, thus end-

an association dating back to
(Continued on Page 7)

Argentine Censors
Okay "Four Sons"

Buenos Aires, (By Air Mail) — The
Municipal Board of Censors which had
barred exhibition of "Confessions of a

Nazi Spy" has approved showing of
20th-Fox's "Four Sons," which goes into
a de luxe first-run house.

U. K. CIRCUIT INVADING U. S. FIELD
Davis of Monsignor Theaters Leases First House

for Chain at Metuchen, N. J.

Expansion of Monsignor Theaters,
Ltd., of London to include a circuit

of houses in the Eastern part of the
United States is under way. Jack
Davis, managing director of the
British organization, is in New York
and has closed a deal for the first

theater in the new circuit.

A 21-year lease has been taken
on the Forum Theater, Metuchen,

N. J. House was acquired from
James Forgione who operated it for
the last 18 years. Deal was set by
Berk & Krumgold, theater real

estate brokers, 1501 Broadway.
Davis is now negotiating for other

theaters to be added to the American
group. His English circuit includes
12 theaters in London, one in Hayes,
one in Leeds and one in Sheffield.

Will Canvass Indies

On Canadian Reforms

Toronto, Ont.—Following a meet-
ing of the special committee on the
clearance reform plan for the Can-
adian film industry held Wednesday,
it was announced yesterday no re-

port on its findings would be issued
until after the committee had con-
ferred with all the independent the-
ater associations across Canada re-

garding the settling up of a plan that
(Continued on Page 10)

25,000 See "Boom Town'
In First Day at Capitol

"Boom Town," Metro's multiple-
starrer, bowed in at the Capitol on
Broadway yesterday to the house's
biggest opening in nearly two years,

(Continued on Page 4)

Fight on Sunday Pix

In Philly Fades Out

Philadelphia—The Lord's Day Al-
liance here has abandoned its plans
for an attempt to vote out Sunday
movies in Philadelphia.

Dr. William B. Forney, general
secretary, announced that the or-
ganization did not feel this was an
opportune time for the referendum,
in view of the political situation and
other important issues. The last
referendum was held in 1935.

Mono. Leases Greater Part
Of International Studios

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Monogram has leased

the greater part of International
Studios to house smaller production

(.Continued on Page 14)

Huse Slated as SMPE*s Prexy
Eastman Exec, to Succeed E.A. Williford

Atlas Acquires 26,901

Shares of RKO Common
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Atlas Corp. has ac-

quired 26,901 shares of RKO $1 par
common, the SEC reported yester-
day in the latest summary of security
transactions and holdings. This ad-

XContinued on Page 7)

Emery A. Huse, West Coast man-
ager of the motion picture depart-
ment of Eastman Kodak, is slated
to succeed E. A. Williford of the Na-
tional Carbon Co. as president of the
SMPE at the Fall convention which
opens in Hollywood on Oct. 21.

Other nominees by the Board of
Governors follow:

Executive vice-president, Herbert
(Continued on Page 4)

Max A. Cohen Preparing
Steps to Check Approval
Of Settlement Plan

Intervention to prevent the opera-
tion .of the consent decree in the
event it is approved by the Govern-

ment and an im-
mediate poll of
every exhibitor in
the United States
on the blocks-of-
five issue were
proposed yester-
day by Max A.
Cohen, president
of New York Al-
lied, a unit of
MPTOA.
At the same

time, Cohen re-
vealed that he had
asksd the co-

operation of Para-
mount, 20th Century-Fox, RKO,

(Continued on Page 14)

MAX A. COHEN

Allied Support May

Save "Blocks of 5"

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—In view of the .re-

port that Allied will support the five-

picture clause of the consent decree,
(Continued on Page 14)

ITOA Calls Exhib. Meet
To Voice Decree Squawks

The ITOA has called a meeting of
independent exhibitors for next

(Continued on Page 14)

$400,000 for "Pride"
in 4 Weeks at M. H.

With the exit of Metro's "Pride and
Prejudice" from the Radio City Music
Hall after a four weeks' run, W. G.
Van Schmus, managing director, disclosed
that the more than $400,000 "take,"
representing a 600,000 attendance, placed
the pix among the Hall's top grossers of
its eight-year history. Van Schmus said

the film could have easily stayed a fifth,

possibly a sixth, but was withdrawn
through Metro's co-op to make way for

RKO's "Lucky Partners" and to get on
with other set bookings.
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FINANCIAL
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 8 8 8 + %
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/2%) 5 45/g 5 + Vz
Columbia Picts. pfd.. 19'/2 19'/2 19Vi + 1

Con. Fm. Ind 34 5/8 34+ l/g
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd.. 8V2 7% 8y2 + 1 Vs
East. Kodak 138y2 137y2 138'/2 + 2l/4
do pfd 172 172 172 — 1

Gen. Th. Eq 9% 9'/2 9Vs + Vs
Loew's, Inc 27y2 265/8 27
do pfd
Paramount 6>/s 5% 6 + !4
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 8% 8'/2 8% + %
Pathe Film 8'/2 83/8 83/8 + Vs
RKO 23/4 25/8 23/4
RKO $6 pfd 36 36 36 +1
20th Century-Fox . . . 6V2 6 6'/2 + Vi
20th Century-Fox pfd. 16 16 16 + %
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 23,4 23/8 2% + 1/4

do pfd 35 35 35 -f- 2y2
NEW YORK BOND MARKET

Keith B. F. ref. 6s46 102'/2 102V2 102'/2
Loew's deb. 3 </2s46. 1023,4 1023,4 10234
Para. B'way 3s55.... 463,4 463,4 463,4

Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 >/4s4 90 89 90+1

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts y2 Vl Vl
Sonotone Corp
Technicolor lO'/g 103/8 10y2 + l/2
Trans-Lux T/8 1 1 1/8
Universal Corp. vtc.. 4 3% 4 + l/

g

Active Trading Resumes
In Amusement Stocks

Trading interest in amusement is-

sues quickened markedly yesterday
on the Big- Board as well as the Bond
and Curb Markets, with the prevail-
ing tendency towards fractional ad-
vances, although Warners preferred
closed at 35 for a gain of 2% points
and Eastman common moving up 2%
to close at 138%. Only issue to go
off was Eastman preferred, down a
point.

Leonard, Hyland Organize
Cinemasters to Produce

Arthur Leonard and Dick Hyland,
the former an independent film pro-
ducer since the closing of Warner
Bros. Eastern Studios where he
handled casting for several years,
and the latter a member of Warners'
advertising and publicity department
for the past four years, have organ-
ized Cinemasters, Inc., to produce in-

dustrial as well as theatrical films.

Offices are in the Fox-Movietone Stu-
dios.

The new company is incorporated
with 200 shares at no par value, with
Leonard and Hyland as sole officers.

Ben Greene has been named sales
manager for the company.

First production is the "Hobby
Lobby," short featuring Mrs. Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, which Columbia is

distributing.

Paramount Seeking Slash
In Laboratory Assessment

Reduction on an assessment placed
on its film laboratroy at 544 West
43rd Street, New York, was asked
yesterday by Paramount Pictures,
Inc., in a proceeding filed in the
New York Supreme Court against
the City of New York Tax Com-
mission. Justice Ferdinand A. Pecora
ordered a hearing on the issue for
September 23. Paramount claims that
the laboratory, assessed at $165,000,
js overtaxed $30,000.

41 Wilby Theaters Will
Play RKO Radio Program

Ned E. Depinet of RKO Radio Pic-
tures announced the closing of a
deal for 1940-41 product, with the
R. B. Wilby Theaters. The transac-
tion covers 41 houses in Tennessee,
Georgia and Alabama. RKO Radio
was represented in the negotiations
by Eastern Division Sales Manager
Robert Mochrie, Southeastern Dis-
trict Manager Dave Prince and
Branch Manager Hubert Lyons of
Atlanta.

Four-Day Exposition Will
Mark Panoram's Premiere

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Panoram, the Roose-

velt-Mills automatic projector, and
"Soundies," as footage for it will be
dubbed, will be formally introduced
at a premiere and four-day exposi-
tion here Sept. 16-19, with James
Roosevelt and Fred L. Mills hosting.
Exposition is set for the Hawaiian
Blossom Room in the Roosevelt
Hotel.

Monday, Sept. 16, will be "Meet
Jimmy Roosevelt Day," with recep-
tion for film stars and press at night.
Following three days largely will be
given over to demonstrations.

Helene Chadwick Dies
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Helene Chadwick, 43,

silent picture star, died yesterday
following a long illness.

Blumenstock Will Confer
On Rockne Memorial Week

Mort Blumenstock, in charge of

Warner Bros, advertising and pub-
licity in the East, leaves tonight for

South Bend, Ind., where he will con-
fer with Father Cavanaugh, vice-

president of Notre Dame, Mayor
Pavey of South Bend and Sam Clark,
Warner field representative, on the
details for Knute Rockne Memorial
Week, which will be nationally cele-

brated from Sept. 29 through Oct. 5.

Blumenstock returns to New York
Monday, with Clark remaining in

South Bend at the Hotel Oliver,

which will serve as official head-
quarters for Knute Rockne Memorial
Week, climax of which will be the
world premiere of Warners' "Knute
Rockne-All American" at three local

theaters on Oct. 4.

First "Major Barbara"
Reels Shipped to U. S.

Gabriel Pascal, currently producing
"Major Barbara" in England, has
shipped the uncut negative of the

first two reels for safekeeping in the

U. S.

In a letter and cable to Marian
Baldwin, his representative here,

Pascal said the picture was being
made under depressing conditions.

Due to frequent air raids, only one
day of shooting was accomplished
in an entire week. Most of the time,

Pascal said, the cast and crew are in

raid shelters.

Pascal said he hoped to complete
the picture so that he can arrive in

the U. S. with the completed print
by Nov. 1.

Mayor Names J. J. Walker
"Czar' of Cloak Industry

Mayor LaGuardia of New York
City yesterday named former mayor
James J. Walker as impartial chair-

man, or "czar," of the women's cloak
trade at an annual salary of $20,000.
Appointment, it is stated, was made
at the request of officers of the In-

ternational Ladies Garment Workers
Union.
Walker was for a number of years

intimately associated with the mo-
tion picture industry as counsel for
an exhibitor association.

New York Premiere Date
Of "Dictator" Not Yet Set

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—At a conference yes-

terday Murray Silverstone and
Charles Chaplin decided that pre-
miere of "The Great Dictator" will
be held in New York with Chaplin
attending. No date has been set for
the opening.

Sales policy has not been de-
termined and release date has not
been fixed as yet. It is understood
picture will be shown in 13,000 feet
with an intermission.

Olsen-Johnson in New Pact
Olsen and Johnson have signed a

new contract with the Shuberts; pact
is reported for five years.

COminG and G0H1G

J. CHEEVER COWDIN was in Washington yd

terday.

J. LEROY JOHNSTON, of Walter Wanger F

duction, is at the Warwick.

ANN SOTHERN and ROCER PRYOR arri

here this morning from the Coast via TV.'

Stratoliner.

LUCILLE BALL arrives here today from t

Coast.

ALFRED LUNT and LYNN FONTANNE have r

turned to New York after a Summer vacati
at their Wisconsin farm.

ANATOLE LITVAK leaves Hollywood ne
week for a vacation in South America.

BARBARA READ arrives here this week-e
from Hollywood.

ED KUYKENDALL leaves tomorrow for Was
ington.

SABU returned to the Coast last night.

JUNE DUPREZ returns to Hollywood ne

week.

MORT BLUMENSTOCK trains tonight to Sou
Bend, Ind., returning Monday.

MORRIS MENDELSOHN, Loew-Poli divisil

attorney, New Haven, is following up his r

cent sailing trip with a hiking trip in Nf
Hampshire next week.

AGMA Motion for Writ
Adjourned to Sept. 17

New York Supreme Court JustiJ

Carroll G. Walter yesterday al

journed the motion of AGMA f'

an injunction against the AFM uml
Sept. 17 for hearing before Justi

Aaron Steuer. AGMA is asking f

a restraining order to prevent tl

musicians union from barring tl

performances of concert artists wl
are members of AGMA.

Para, to Pay Dividends
On Common and Prefers

Board of directors of Paramou
yesterday declared a dividend on i

common stock of 15 cents per shar
together with a quarterly dividei

of $1.50 on its first preferred stoc

and a quarterly dividend of 15 cen
on its second preferred stock, pa;

able Oct. 1, to common stockholde:

of record on Sept. 16, and preferrt

stockholders of record on Sept. 1

SEPTEMBER 6

Rowland V. Lee

Otto Kruger
Dorothy Gulliver

Donald Keith

SEPTEMBER 7

Arthur W. Kelly Merna Kenned
Roscoe Karns

SEPTEMBER 8

Howard Dietz David Horsle)

May McAvoy
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aBOOM TOWN'S ON BROADWAY! HOORAY!

// GABLE! TRACY! COLBERT! LAMARR! OH BOY!

ADVANCED PRICES? WHO CARES!
(As we boom to press, the perspiring Capitol management reports "Boom Town"
opening is the biggest in two years! And from other cities comes news of hold'
overs in the 3rd, 4th and 5th weeks. Your town will soon be a Boom Town!)
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Eastern SMPE Will

Honor R. 0. Strode

P. J. Larsen, New York consulting
engineer, will be succeeded by R. 0.
Strock of Eastern Services Studios,
Inc., as chairman of the Atlantic
Coast Section, SMPE, as a result
of nominations for 1941 made by the
Section's Board of Managers. Larsen
will become past-chairman, succeed-
ing D. E. Hyndman.

J. A. Maurer of the Berndt-Maurer
Co., has been renominated to suc-
ceed himself as secretary-treasurer.
Nominated to serve on the Board

of Managers for two-year terms,
with three vacancies to be filled, are:

P. C. Goldmark of CBS, H. E.
White of Eastman Kodak, New York;
W. H. Offenhauser, Jr., of Berndt-
Maurer, and R. B. Austrian of RCA
Photophone, Camden, N. J.

Nominees for one-year terms on
the Board, again with three to be
chosen, are:

H. B. Cuthbertson of Paramount
News, F. C. Cahill, Jr., of Warner
Bros., J. A. Norling of Loucks &
Norling, and Maj. M. E. Gillette,

U. S. A.

In proposed by-laws amendments,
to be acted upon at the SMPE con-
vention on the Coast in October, pro-
vision is made for an increase from
two to six managers for each Sec-
tion.

Only retiring member of the At-
lantic Section Board is Herbert Grif-
fin of International Projector, slated
to be named executive vice-president
of the SMPE.

North Africa Serviced
Overland Via Capetown

With the Mediterranean complete-
ly blockaded since the entry of Italy
into the war, shinments of newsreels
and features to North African cities

are now being sent overland from
Canetown and Johannesburg, Otto
Bolle, South African manager for
20th-Fox reported this week when
he arrived here for a vacation and
home office confabs.

He also disclosed that one labora-
tory has been put into operation in
Johannesburg for duping newsreels,
and that this lab can easily serve
for duping features as well, if and
when the need arises. Bolle foresees
a continued expansion of popula-
tion, and with this expansion, con-
tinued theater building in South
Africa.

Loew's iff©vie Guide
Set for Daily News

One of the biggest theatrical adver-
tising contracts ever signed in New York
was completed yesterday between Loew's
Theaters and the N. Y. Daily News.
Starting Monday, the News will carry
the "Loew's Movie Guide" listing all

Loew theaters in New York daily. This
will put the "Movie Cuide" in six out of
the eight metropolitan dailies, giving
the Loew shows a circulation of over
4.000,000 daily.

ALCNG THE

with PHIL A4. DALY;

• • • SOME few moons ago Will H. Hays exploded a

well-iurned phrase af a film luncheon Said he: "It's

not the size of the dog in the fight —it's the size of the fight in

the dog!" We recalled this barbed adage yesterday anent

examining the 16-page insert via which M-G-M proclaimed to

the trade the merit of its 1940-41 product and memorialized

circuits and exhibs the nation o'er of how, since the 1924-25

season, Leo has consistently delivered line-ups of immense quality

and worth to his customers and his customers' customers.

V
• • • WITH such a record as Leo has —and with such

a lot to justifiedly roar about— it is more than a mite amaz-

ing that the story could be told so pointedly, thoroughly and

well in the space of 16 pages From the insert's title

page ("Building On A Solid Foundation!") to the final page's

commercial command ("Don't Play Dreamo For Product!")

the entire sales message bristled with power, prestige and punch
It showed the size of the fight in the Lion now and

for the past 15 years Credit Si Seadler for the insert's swell

copy which, it must be added, is his custom to create

T V V
• • • WE contend that "You Can Bank On Burbank"

which means the Warner Brothers studio gents Their

national defense actions are reassuring and should be

plagiarized promptly by other plants in the nation Spe-

cifically, there's been formed a permanent organization of former

service men in the studio's employ Harry Piatt, staff shop fore-

man, is prexy C. A. Fischer, carpenter, v.-p., George Murray, time

office, secretary Cy Wilder, comptroller, treasurer, and Bill Henry,

of the police dept., sergeant-at-arms Governors elected include Car-

rol Sax, Art Klein, Fred Wagner, Leo Harb, Lester Blackburn and Eddie

Selzer Organizing committee comprises Carrol Sax, Blayney Mat-

thews, Capt. Norman Reilly Raine, Major Nathan Levinson, Whitey Wil-

son and Leo Harb Anticipated ultimate membership is 600 That

it's a real Light Brigade is attested by the fact that they're forming

a Search Light Battery —also a Rifle and Pistol Club To be-

come a member o' the latter you don't have to be a war vet

V V V
• • • STUFF: The New Haven Register, to the bound-
less delight of the city's film houses, has agreed to remove Bingo

and restaurant ads from its amusement pages If "XT' decides

to use the recently-acquired song title for a feature opus, here's

what you can play on your marquee: "Six Lessons From Madame
La Zonga" Another novel's drama rights have been grabbed

by Oscar Serlin: "Dutch Vet" The local Morning Telegraph

has named George Freedley its drama critic, and he'll also hold

down usual job as curator of the Theater Collection of the N. Y.

Public Library Warners have commissioned Anton Fischer,

originator o' the Satevepost's "Tugboat Annie" stories, to do the

drawings for the WB press book ad campaign on "Tugboat Annie
Sails Again"

T T
• • • MAKE no mistake about it,—The Exhibitor-Variety Club
Golf Tourney in Philly next Friday will offer everything, even the

greatest alibi in motion picture divot digging history, for all the rough-

tenants, drive-toppers, putt-missers, and ball-don't-hit-at-all-ers will simply

be: "Hell, it's Friday the 13th!"

Huse Slated as

SMPE President

(Continued from Page 1)

Griffin, vice-prexy of Internatioi

Projector; editorial vice-preside
,

A. C. Downes of National Carb'
convention vice-president, W.
Kunzman of National Carbon; sec

tary, P. J. Larsen, New York cq
suiting engineer and patent expe
treasurer, George Friedl, Jr., of '.\

ternational Projector.

Additionally, these four memb<
were nominated for the Board
Governors, with two to be chosei

M. C. Batsel of RCA, Camden,
J.; F. E. Carlson of General Electi
Cleveland; E. K. Carver of Eastm
Kodak, Rochester; L. L. Ryder -

Paramount Studios.

In addition to Williford, officers ;

tiring on Dec. 31 include:

S. K. Wolf, past president;
Levinson, executive vice-presidei

J. I. Crabtree, editorial vice-pre

,

dent; W. C. Kunzman, conventi
vice-president; J. Frank, Jr., seci

tary; R. O. Strock, treasurer; M.
Batsel and H. G. Tasker, governo

With the exception of secreta
and treasurer, who serve for oj

year, officers to be named will

two-year terms. Ballots are now 1

ing mailed to voting members, w:
the results to be formally announcj
at the 47th semi-annual banquet
the Roosevelt Hotel, Hollywood,

i

23.

25,000 See "Boom Town'
In First Day at Capitol

(Continued from Page 1)

with day's attendance estimated
25,000. Pix in both money and i

tendance topped "Boys' Towi
"Babes In Arms" and "San Fr?
cisco," Metro reported.

Continuing its 100 per cent ho
over record everywhere in its fii:

27 regular key city openings at
vanced prices, "Boom Town" H
been set for second weeks in Buffa
Philadelphia and Chicago, M-G-
also reported. In three new reles

engagements in two spots, the fi

did 273 per cent of normal in its fii

day at the Orpheum, Denver, a
199 per cent and 167 per cent at t

Paramount and 5th Ave., Seattle, I

spectively, where it is being sho 1

day-and-date.

Meanwhile, from Lewiston, P
Paul O. Klinger of the Rialto Theal
wired Metro that the pix has play

at advanced prices to two-thirds
the city's entire population.

tt a « » » %%

Sign's Fresh Paint
Means GWTW Staying
A more-than-gentle hint that CWTW

will stay on indefinitely at the Astor

Theater, where it is now in its 38th

week, the large theater sign fronting

Broadway yesterday received a new coat

of paint. Pix's length of run at the

Astor has only been bettered by Metro's

"The Big Parade."





Pearamount's

RHYTHM ON
THE RIVER

GIVES N. Y. PARAMOUNT BEST

LABOR DAY BUSINESS IN FIVE

YEARS . . .Topping every Crosby

picture ever to play that theatre!

AND beats that world-beater 'Road to Singapore' in

Charlotte, N.C.; Peekskill, N. Y.; Capitol, Wilkes-Barre,

Pa.; Majestic, San Antonio, Texas; Rex, Wheeling,

W. Va.; Lyceum, Duluth, Minn.; Chicago, Chicago, III.

All finished and rarin* to go, are "l Want a Divorce" . .

Sam Wood's best yet, "Rangers of Fortune". . . Paramount's

sure-clicker football hit, "The Quarterback" . . . Preston

("McGinty") Sturges' latest "Christmas in July". . . so set 'em in, set 'em

up —and get set for big business!

«iiyy»-Jtt2s£-.>$M ^of the best

IN
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Universal Exec. Blasts Excess Profits Measure
Would Take 47% of Co.
Net as Now Framed, Exec.

Tells Senate's Committee

(Continued from Page 1)

will derive no benefits from defense

or Government contracts.

Cowdin pointed out that this is

virtually twice the tax rate imposed
on the majority of other corporations

by the bill which he assailed as in-

equitable, discriminatory and, in ef-

fect, confiscatory.

$2,025,000 Net For 1940

"U's" chief exec, who pointed
out that the company from 1935 to

1938 had lost heavily, finally going
into the black in 1939 with $1,153,321
and a net of $2,025,000 for 1940 in-

dicated, demanded to know how it

could pay a 47 per cent tax when it

currently owes over $4,880,000 for

borrowings during years of losses,

owes nearly $3,000,000 in accrued and
unpaid dividends on its preferred
stock, and has a sinking fund re-

quirement on the first preferred
stock.

Universal, Cowdin emphasized,
has no objection to paying whatever
taxes the country requires, provid-
ing other corporations pay a like

percentage of their net profits.

Normal Base Yet Unreached

Discussing the Universal situation,

Cowdin asserted:
"The Company has not as yet

reached what is believed to be its

normal earnings base. The Company
was purchased on the belief that
with adequate management, its nor-
mal gross business should be much
higher than it had been. Allowing
only 8 per cent to 10 per cent on its

turnover will result in much larger
profits than any shown to date. Cer-
tainly an earning of only 8 per cent

to 10 per cent on its gross business

can in no way be considered as ex-
cessive and would be far below that
enjoyed by many other companies.
As this point is reached, the per-

centage of taxes proposed becomes
even higher than 47 per cent.

"Against corporations which
have just begun to recover, after

a depression period caused by
bad management or other ills,

the Bill as passed by the House
imposes an unconscionable dis-

crimination as compared with
the old line steady earning cor-

porations."

Cowdin Recommendations

Cowdin 's specific recommendations
follow:

1. That earnings on invested capi-

tal be computed at 8 per cent instead
of a minimum of 5 per cent before
the Excess Profits Tax applies.

2. That corporations be permitted
to select the results of any one of the
last four years as the base for de-

termining excess profits.

3. That corporations be permitted
a credit of 8 per cent on the com-

Family With Four Sons Disqualified From
"Four Sons" Stunt When Fifth Son is Born

Raton, N. M.—Tom Ward, manager of the Ei Raton here, invited all families
with four sons to see "Four Sons" on the house. One family sent over its four sons
to the theater but the boys were disqualified when it was learned that a fifth son was
born that night. The stunt doubled business at the house for two nights even though
there were more htan 60 families with four sons in this town of 6,000.

Daniel Frankel Leaves
Pathe Lab. Sales Post

(Continued from Page 1)

1930. His future plans will be re-

vealed shortly.

Frankel spent five years heading
his own distribution concern on the
European continent, being franchise
holder for Metro and the old DeMille-
Pathe Production Co. before coming
to the U. S. in 1930 to joint the
Pathe International Corp.
When the parent company, Pathe

Exchange, sold its business of pro-
ducing and distributing pictures to

RKO in 1931, Frankel remained on
with Pathe in charge of foreign ac-
tivities as well as the subsequent
liquidation of foreign branches. Dur-
ing this period he spent almost two
years abroad. He then returned to

New York to organize a large scale

independent distribution of Pathe
reissues.

In 1933 when Pathe Exchange de-
cided to enter the competitive labora-
tory market aggressively, Frankel
was called upon and since played a
major role in the organization.

Conn. Allied Meets Tues.;

Conn. MPTO Defers Parley

New Haven—Allied Theater Own-
ers of Connecticut will meet at 12:30
p. m., Tuesday, at the Hofbrau Haus
Restaurant, with A. M. Schuman
presiding. Connecticut MPTO has
postponed its meeting until Sept. 23,
at Ceriani's Cafe Mellone.

pany's gross business before the im-
position of an excess profits tax.

4. That consolidated returns be
permitted.

5. If these specific recommenda-
tions are not acceptable, that the
Committee take the time to work
out a tax bill which will eliminate
the inequitable and discriminatory
features which he called to the Com-
mittee's attention.

6. If it is the purpose of this
Bill to tax excess profits resulting
from Government or other war-time
contracts, then the inequalities and
discriminations existing in the pres-
ent draft of the Bill should be elim-
inated. However, if in reality the
purpose of this Bill is to raise a
specific or certain revenue to help
meet Government necessities—let's

frankly face it, and increase the
normal rate on all corporations suffi-

ciently to make up for any loss in

revenue resulting from the elimina-
tion of such inequalities and dis-

criminations.

Audience Reactions to Key
WMCA's Reviews oi Pix

Appointment of Julius J. Colby,
formerly film and drama critic of the
Ridder chain of newspapers, as
dramatic and film editor of station
WMCA effective Sept. 16, was an-
nounced yesterday by Prexy Donald
Flamm. Colby will report first night
plays and movies on opening night
after curtain time and will also co-
ordinate all dramatic and motion
picture material used on the sta-

tion's schedules.
Colby's appointment also marks a

departure in the handling of such
material for radio, it was stated. The
reviews will not contain any critical

analysis of technique, but consist of
reports of audience reaction. Pri-
vate lives of stars will neither be at-

tacked nor applauded, Colby ex-
plained and only the entertainment
value of personalities, pictures and
plays will be dealt with during the
series.

Associated with the film industry
since its infancy, Colby was assistant
advertising manager for D. W. Grif-
fith in promoting "Birth of a Na-
tion" back in 1911. Several years
later, he became motion picture edi-

tor of the New York American and
the Evening Journal. For the past
19 years he was with the Journal of
Commerce and Staats Zeitung, Rid-
der New York newspapers.

Ampa Board in Farewell
Luncheon for Lou Lifton

Louis Lifton, Monogram Adver-
tising and Publicity Chief, who
leaves for his new headquarters in

California on Monday, is being feted
today at a luncheon at Toots Shor's
Restaurant by the Board of Direc-
tors of the AMPA of which he has
been a member during the present
administration.
Those present will include Leon

J. Bamberger, president, Joseph
Gould, secretary, Ed Schreiber, treas-
urer, Paul Lazarus, Eli Sugarman,
Martin Starr and Rutgers Neilson.
Absent with regrets: Vincent

Trotta in Atlantic City as a Miss
America judge.

"Fiesta" Moved Up
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—"Fiesta in Manhattan"

has been moved up on John Garfield's

production schedule by Warner
Bros. This means that "The Fabu-
lous Thirties" will be postponed, with
Lloyd Bacon reassigned to direct the
latter.

Expect Senate Will

Quickly Okay Walker

(Continued from Page 1)

of MPTOA, was formally nominated
here yesterday by President Roose-
velt to be Postmaster-General to
succeed James A. Farley, resigned.
Early Senate favorable action is ex-
pected.

It was as general counsel and man-
ager of the theater interests of his
uncle, M. E. Comerford, that Walker
actively entered the motion picture
industry in 1925, having previously
held the post of assistant district
attorney and member of the Mon-
tana State Legislature.

An old friend of President Roose-
velt, Walker was one of the latter's
key supporters in the national elec-
tion of 1932. He was subsequently
appointed by the chief executive to
serve as head of the National Emer-
gency Council.

Walker's nomination for Post-
master-General heralds that post
going to a film executive,—a reversal
of the circumstances which brought
Will H. Hays, a Postmaster-General,
to the executive ranks of filmland,

—

that of president of MPPDA.

Atlas Acquires 26,901
Shares of RKO Common

(Continued from Page 1)

dition gives Atlas 591,090 shares di-
rectly and 268,230 through the
American Company. Atlas also ac-
quired 800 shares of 6 per cent con-
vertible preferred and holds a total
of 30,681 shares and 327,812 war-
rants for common.
Report of 20th Century-Fox states

Joseph M. Schenck disposed of 6,000
shares of $1.50 cumulative preferred
and now holds 8,784 and 110,043
shares of common no par value.

J. Robert Rubin reports disposing
of 600 shares of Loew's common, no
par value, holding 25,015 shares.

Columbia lists Nate B. Spingold
as having 10,178 shares of common
no par value through a holding com-
pany and 100 additional shares held
jointly. He holds no equity securi-
ties directly.

Name Eight Librarians To
Academy Advisory Board

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Eight leading studio

and public librarians of Southern
California have been named to posts
on a special advisory board to aid the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts &
Sciences. Scientific and engineering
branches of the library will be ex-
panded to provide special facilities
for use of technical workers in the
industry.
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"Who Is Guilty?"
with Ben Lyon, Syd Walker,

Terence de Marney

Monogram 69 Mins.

INGENIOUS MURDER MYSTERY HAS
WELL WORKED OUT PLOT AND SUR-

PRISE ENDING.

This British-made film contains a num-

ber of surprises. It has an ingenious plot

and well developed continuity with a sur-

prise ending. Exhibitors should be able to

use the picture widely despite its lack of

names. The English accents of the players,

with the exception of Ben Lyon, are a

bit thick, but still understandable. Tech-

nical work on the picture is ragged.

Ben Lyon, Syd Walker, Terence de Mar-

ney, Athole Stewart, Antoinette Cellier and

Leslie Perrins are prominent in the cast.

Fred Zelnik was the director. Story is based

on a stage play by Alec Coppel.

Walker, a Scotland Yard Inspector, is

called in on a case just as he is about to

leave for a vacation. With his assistant, de

Marney, he believes that he has solved the

murder of Perrins when an amazing chain

of events start. Lyon admits to killing the

man, but denies having been in the next

flat where an empty pistol shell is found.

Then Athole Stewart, when identified as the

mysterious-occupant of the next flat, also

admits to killing Perrins.

Then a third suspect admits to the kill-

ing. Finally a fourth murderer shows up

in the person of Antoinette Cellier. There

is a good deal of humor injected into the

goings on in addition to its more serious

aspects. Naturally, there is a solution to

why there are so many killers and it proves

to be an interesting one.

CAST: Ben Lyon, Athole Stewart, Syd

Walker, Terence de Marney, Barbara Blair,

Antoinette Cellier, Leslie Perrins.

CREDITS: Producer, I. Goldsmith; Direc-

tor, Fred Zelnik; Screenplay, Laurence

Huntington and Alec Coppel; Based on a

stage play by Alec Coppel.

DIRECTION, Fair. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Spotty.

Will Canvass Indies

On Canadian Reforms

(Continued from Page 1)

would be agreeable to all. This con-
ference with the independent asso-
ciations will precede any further
meeting of the special clearance
committee.

Local Paramount Sets

Pix For Rest of '40

Paramount Theater, Broadway,
has completed its booking schedule
for the balance of the year, Manager
Robert Weitman announced yester-
day.

Following the current feature,
"Rhythm On the River," which inci-

dentally is registering the third big-
gest gross in five years, the schedule
for the year, in order, is "Rangers
of Fortune," "I Want A Divorce,"
"Victory," "Arise My Love," "North-
west Mounted Police" and "Love
Thy Neighbor."

"Girl From Havana"
with Dennis O'Keefe, Claire Carleton,

Victor Jory

Republic 69 Mins.

ROUGH AND READY ACTION MELLER
WILL FILL THE BILL AS A PROGRAM
OFFERING.

With plenty of action injected, this meller

will serve okay as program fare. The plot

idea of the two buddies battling over a girl

is not new, but it always has possibilities,

in this case, bogged down slightly by me-

diocre dialogue. However, exhibs. should

be able to spot the picture to advantage.

Dennis O'Keefe and Victor Jory are ade-

quate as a pair of brawling oil drillers.

Claire Carleton, Steffi Duna, Gordon Jones,

Bradley Page, Addison Richards and Abner
B berman are prominent in the supporting

roles. Lew Landers directed from a screen-

play by Karl Brown, with additional dialogue

provided by Malcolm Stuart Boyland.

O'Keefe and Jory get in a cafe brawl

over a dice game and get jailed. Miss Carle-

ton starts the trouble by giving O'Keefe a

pair of loaded dice so he can win his money
back from Jory. Released from jail, O'Keefe

goes back to the cafe to get their money
and gets in a row with Trevor Bardette,

with Gordon Jones, the drillers' pal, shot in

the fight.

O'Keefe sets out on Bardette's trail and

kills him, but has to take a job running

munitions to live. Picture has plenty of

hocus pocus winding up in a good free-for-

all brawl with O'Keefe united with his pals

in fighting Biberman and his bandits, for

whom he had been running guns.

CAST: Dennis O'Keefe, Victor Jory, Claire

Carleton, Steffi Duna, Gordon Jones, Brad-

ley Page, Addison Richards, Abner Biberman,

William Edmunds, Trevor Bardette, Jay

Novello, Frank Lackteen.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Robert

North; Director, Lew Landers; Original

Screenplay, Karl Brown; Additional Dialogue,

Malcolm Stuart Boyland; Cameraman, Ern-

est Miller; Editor, William Morgan.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Biz in Unoccupied France
Normal, Says Wm. Morgan

Business in the unoccupied area
of France was continuing normally
at the time he left that country a
few weeks ago, William Morgan,
French manager for 20th-Fox re-
ported yesterday following his ar-
rival here. However, Morgan said
he has not had any information as
to what has transpired in Paris or
Belgium in regards to the film busi-
ness although part of the French
staff which went to Bordeaux has re-

turned to Paris.
Morgan is here for conferences

with Walter J. Hutchinson, director
foreign distribution for 20th-Fox,
and Ben Miggins, continental Euro-
pean manager, who is also in New
York.

Metro Buys "Eight Girls"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood— Metro has bought

"Eight Girls and a Horse" by Stanley
Rauh and George Sayre. Edgar Sel-

wyn will produce. Manny Seff will

prepare the script.

"Gold Rush Maisie"
with Ann Sothern, Lee Bowman,

Slim Summerville

Metro 82 Mins.

OKAY AS NABE OFFERING, BUT FALLS

BELOW STANDARD OF PREVIOUS RE-

LEASES IN SERIES.

"Gold Rush Maisie," latest offering in

Metro's series about the blonde showgirl

who has a penchant for getting into "situa-

tions," will probably entertain nabe fans,

but it does not measure up to the standard

set by its series predecessors. The script

is just ordinary, with Miss Sothern given

few opportunities to really sparkle. The
story itself is not very plausible.

Miss Sothern does all that could be ex-

pected of her in the lead role, carrying

off one drunk scene with hilarious results.

Lee Bowman, Slim Summerville, Virginia

Weidler, Mary Nash, John F. Hamilton, and

Scotty Beckett give adequate support. Ed-

win L. Marin directed, but was hampered

by his material.

Miss Sothern, on her way to take a job in

cafe, gets stranded at Lee Bowman's ranch,

located on the edge of a ghost town in the

desert. Finally reaching town, she finds

her job gone. Trying to get back to Phoenix

she gets mixed up with Virginia Weidler and

her family and decides to go with them to

the scene of a gold strike.

The gold is there and everybody seems

to make a strike, but when the assayer

arrives he tells them that their ore is not

worth the cost of mining. A considerable

amount of business ensues and the hard

hearted Bowman opens up his property,

which has plenty of water, so that it can

be farmed by the stranded gold seekers.

Maisie treks off again to look for a job.

CAST: Ann Sothern, Lee Bowman, Slim

Summerville, Virginia Weidler, Mary Nash,

John F. Hamilton, Scotty Beckett, Irving

Bacon, Louis Mason, Victor Kilian, Jr., Wal-
lace Reid, Jr., Virginia Sale, Frank Orth,

Kathryn Sheldon, E. Waller, C. Judels.

CREDITS: Producer, J. Walter Ruben; Di-

rector, Edwin L. Marin; Screenplay, Betty

Reinhardt and Mary C. McCall, Jr., Based
on a story by Wilson Collison; Cameraman,
Charles Lawton; Editor, Frederick Y. Smith.

DIRECTION ,O.K. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

National Screen Service
Regional Meet Calls 100

Close to 100 home office executives,
branch managers and salesmen ' of
National Screen Service yesterday
attended a regional meeting held in
the Hotel Astor. Conclave, presided
over by Goerge Dembow, NSS gen-
eral sales manager, was for the pur-
pose of perfecting organization and
plans for the 15-week "Herman Rob-
bins 20th Anniversary Testimonial
Sales and Business Drive" which will
be launched nationally on Sept. 15
in honor of Robbins' two decades of
service with the company of which
he is president.

Similar regional meetings will be
held shortly in both Chicago and Los
Angeles. Former is slated for Sept.
8-9 in the Congress Hotel, and the
latter for Sept. 13-14 in the Hotel
Ambassador.

"The Tulsa Kid"
with Don "Red" Barry, Noah Beer

Luana Walters

Republic 57

FAST-MOVING WESTERN HAS PLE

I

OF EXCITEMENT FOR THE AC")

FANS.

Replete with action of every descrir

this release should please the western

Film has a snappy pace and an able

to make the story plausible. The loca

are good and the technical work is i

par. Don "Red" Barry, who improves

each release, is given able support by

Beery.

Luana Walters, David Durand, G
Douglas, Ethan Laidlaw, Stanley Bly

and Snowflake are among the suppc

players. George Sherman gets cred

associate producer and director, with

original screenplay credited to Oliver [

and Anthony Coldeway.

Barry, an orphan who has been brc

up by Beery, a professional gun fig

leaves his foster father when he se

killing that Beery is involved in. Dn
into a small town he is the witness

killing in self defense. David Durand,

has killed Stanley Blystone, member
gang trying to get his water rights, is

ported by Barry at his trial. Barry

Durand to escape when a gang of men 1

ed by George Douglas try to lynch hir

Shortly afterwards Beery is hired by E

las to "get" Barry. This situation is

developed, with plenty of action until I

renounces his connection with the gan;

supports Barry in his fight.

CAST: Don "Red" Barry, Noah Ei

Luana Walters, David Durand, George E

las, Ethan Laidlaw, Stanley Blystone,
\

Elliott, Jack Kirk, Snowflake.

CREDITS: Associate Producer and C

tor, George Sherman; Original Screen
Oliver Drake and Anthony Coldeway;

eraman, John MacBurnie; Editor,

Thompson.

DIRECTION, Fast. PHOTOGRAPHY, I

Gilbert Davidson Dead
St. John, N. B.—Gilbert D. Ds

son, 63, a pioneer in commercial ijj

ing picture photography in the nj

time provinces, is dead

* fORCIGf) A

"Schubert's Serenac
(French dialogue, English titles)

Arthur Zeihm, Inc. 95 \

HERALD TRIBUNE: Film's t\

ment is light, in contrast to c

musical pictures of this kind, and
acting is good.

DAILY NEWS: Musical ac<

paniment constitutes the picti

chief charm.

NEW YORK TIMES: As a pic
\

this one is slow and somewhat sti

CREDITS: F. T. Film production; Dirs

Jean Boyer. PLAYERS: Lillian Harvey,

iouver, Bernard Lancret.
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Hollywood—Move for production
. i

economies will be furthered by the
- work of two new sub-committees to

rr. operate under the Basic Sound Com-
mittee of the Academy's Research

i Council, just named by Darryl F.
* Zanuck, Council chairman.

A sub-committee under the chair-
e : manship of James G. Stewart of RKO
*! Radio Studio Sound Department will
" investigate possibilities for econo-

5

:

mies in sound recording dubbing.
'

'
Membership of the Sub-committee,
in addition to Stewart, consists of:

* Daniel J. Bloomberg, W. P. Dela-
')' plain, Roger Heman, Arthur Johns,
;c; Kenneth Lambert, Russell Malmgren,
^ Louis Mesenkop, Hal Shaw, and E.
*' H. Wetzel.
^ A sub-committee to work out
methods for saving sound recording

""j film stock has been appointed, con-
% sisting of Clem Portman of RKO Ra-
**, dio Studio Sound Department, chair-
Mman; Gerald Best, and Kenneth Lam-
's

< bert.
d- '• A sub-committee under the chair-
'

,
manship of William Mueller of War-

's ; ner Brothers, and including C. W.
I Faulkner, Gordon Sawyer and Wil-
" liam Thayer, will investigate set
'1T sound recording problems.
'&• A sub-committee to work out
8

' methods for eliminating flutter in
H sound recording equipment will func-
"I 1 tion under the chairmanship of S. J.

Twining of Columbia Studio and will

y consist of: A. C. Blaney, Ferdinand

,Uj
Eich, J. G. Frayne, John Hilliard, and
Thomas Ingman.
Each of these sub-committees will

meet during the next week to com-
iKinence consideration of their paiticu-
h*Oar problems. Loren Ryder of Para-
H J mount Studio is chairman of the
»', [Basic Sound Committe.

REVIEU1S Of SHORT SUBJECTS
"Buyer Beware"

(Crime Does Not Pay)
M-G-M 20 Mins.

Exciting Subject

How crooks raid wholesale drug
warehouses and market the merchan-
dise to druggists having a tough
time competing with rival stores of
the kind is the basis of "Buyer Be-
ware." Racket unmasks the grave
danger to the public as well as the
risks which unscrupulous druggists
run in handling the stolen goods.
Efforts of the police to trace the
source of supply of a fatal load of
normally harmless tablets, which,
through the crooks' carelessness,
have been mixed with arsenic pills,

finally succeeds and the mob is

rounded up. Footage is dramatic and
exciting throughout, especially the
climax scenes in which the honest
partner of the drug store opposes the
sale of stolen goods, and narrowly
escapes death at the dishonest part-
ner's hands.

f.fl "Foreign Correspondent'
Playing to Holdover Biz

J "Foreign Correspondent" has been
it playing to holdover business in prac-
snfceally every city in which it has

played, following its world premiere
in New York's Rivoli Theater where

— it has established a five-year record.
Holdover business topping average

% »veek grosses by wide margins was
-eported from Loew's Theater,

--^Rochester; Loew's State, Cleveland;
Loew's Valentine, Toledo; Loew's,

jjAjMontreal; Elgin, Ottawa, and the
* Paramount, Asbury Park.

Republic Closes Deal
With WB Coast Circuit

o
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Republic has closed a

leal with Warners Bros. Pacific
^oast theater circuit for all of its

1940-41 product. Deal was handled
by Lou Halpern and P. R. T. Major
representing Warners and Prexy
fames R. Grainger and Francis Bate-
nan, Los Angeles exchange manager
or Republic.

"Malibu Beach Party"
(Merrie Melody)

Warners 7 mins.
Fun for the Fans

Film fans will go for this one
because it amusingly caricatures
many of Hollywood's top stars, who
are shown attending a party at Jack
Benny's home in Malibu Beach. Ani-
mator Gil Turner has caught in the
caricatures many of the familiar
characteristics of the film colony
luminaries, and there are numerous
chuckles for audiences as they
emerge one by one on the screen.
Everything goes swimmingly at the
big social affair as the stars put on
some impromptu entertainment, but
the gathering drops into a chasm of
polite gloom when Maestro Benny
decides he'll play the violin. At the
finale, the determined Mr. Benny is

playing only for Rochester,—sitting
on the latter to assure that one per-
son at least will listen to his concerto.

lovers, it has uniqueness, disclosing
as it does some of the rarer types of
canines, including the odd looking
Chinese Crested. Heart-throb is in-

jected by building the reel's story
around a country boy and his mon-
grel who find an artist painting a
canvas of a magnificent collie. The
artist, perceiving the lad's compara-
tively greater admiration for the
beauty of the Collie than for his own
dog, reassures the youth by recount-
ing the common parentage of modern
breeds. It is anent this exposition
that the different dogs are shown
on the screen.

"Romeo In Rhythm"
(M-G-M Cartoon)

M-G-M 8 Mins.
Pleasing Nonsense

Hugh Harman has succeeded in

putting good humor into this one,
which is a travesty on the famous
"balcony scene" from Romeo and
Juliet. The delineated principals are
two enamored crows enacting roles
in behalf of The Black Crow Opera
Co. Reel is done in the spirit of
torrid Harlem, even to the dialogue.
Romeo warbles some hot swing num-
bers to Juliet, and, dolled up in the
best manner of this cosmetic age,
she goes stepping with him to find
a quiet place to woo. Finding none,
she leaves him flat.

"Dogs You Seldom See"
(Sports Parade)

Warners 10 mins.
Fine Reel

This must be set down as one of
the fine shorts dealing with "man's
best friend." Produced in color, it is

a handsome reel with high human
interest. Even to well-informed dog-

"Good, Bad Boys"
(Our Gang)

M-G-M 11 mins.
Lively Entertainment

Latest adventure of the gang
shows them "turning crook," inspired
first off by the glamorous career of
Jesse James, and clinched by the un-
just treatment of Alfalfa by his dad.
Spanky in the interim has been hired
by Mrs. Wilson to remove some use-
less articles, which have been clut-

tering her house. The astute Spanky,
needing the gang's brawn and play-
wagons for the task, sells his play-
mates on the idea that their first

robbery should be aimed at Mrs. Wil-
son's house. Enthusiastically, the kids,
thinking they are performing a swell
bit of banditry, cart the discarded
articles away as Spanky secretly re-
joices over his own cleverness. A
real band of thieves are captured in

the Our Gang barn, and the kids, be-
lieving themselves to be the target
of the law, give up and confess. Sub-
ject is lively, ending on a neat moral
note for parents.

"Riding Into Society"

(Blue Ribbon Comedy)
Warners 19 mins.

Fair Comedy
How Elsa Maxwell allegedly broke

into the social realm is recounted in

this two-reeler. She is shown aboard
an ocean liner as an obscure yet so-

cially-ambitious gal. Opportunity
wins for her an invitation to visit a
swank British sportsman and his

wife, who are crazy over horses and
the hunt. The rotund Elsa poses as
an expert equestrienne, though never
having been aboard a horse. The con-
sequences are painful, but the action
is studded fairly generously with
laughs. There is a good deal of
slapstick in the sequences, and pa-
trons who like their humor pretty
straight will probably like this com-
edy. At the finale, she is a heroine
though the road to social recognition
was indeed a hard one. Appearing
with her in the cast are Lionel Pape,
Mary Forbes, Billy Bevan and Claire
Verdera.

Seymour, Edison Aide, Dead
Newark—James M. Seymour, Jr.,

79, an associate of the late Thomas
A. Edison and who worked for the
latter on development of the incan-
descent lamp, phonograph and car-
bon telephone transmitter, is dead
here.

IICUJS Of THE DflV

Newport News, Va. — Hunter
Perry, head of Dominion Theaters,
has announced that work would
start within 30 days on a new 500
to 600 seat theater at Hilton Village
near here. The building will be of
modern, fireproof construction, Perry
said, but its completion time de-
pends upon the availability of labor.
Bids for construction will be asked
as soon as the plans are completed.

Farmville, Va.— The remodeled
Eaco Theater will reopen this month
under the name of State. Russell
Williams is manager for Neighbor-
hood Theater, Inc.

Washington, D. C.—Art Jacobson,
manager of National Screen, has an-
nounced that Milt Smith has been
transferred from Philadelphia to this
office to take over the Baltimore,
eastern Maryland and eastern Vir-
ginia territory.

Richmond, Va.—Starting Oct. 1,

the Patrick Henry will revert to six
days after operating only on Friday
and Saturday during the summer.

Cleveland—Local RKO exchange
is being entirely remodeled including
installation of an air conditioning
system.

Cleveland— George Lefko, RKO
branch manager, announces that As-
sociated and Community circuits in-
volving 39 houses have bought the
Disney Festival program. Only a
few neighborhood houses played
"Snow White" when originally re-
leased because of failure to agree
on the percentage policy.

Kenosha, Wis.—Elmer R. Bren-
nan, who came to Kenosha from
Green Bay, Wis., a year ago to man-
age the Kenosha Theater of the
Standard Gateway chain, has been
transferred to Green Bay to take over
the Bay Theater of the same organi-
ze tion. Succeeding him here is Fran-
cis Schlax, who formerly managed
the Vogue Theater here for the same
company and was sent to Green Bay
four years ago.

Red Cross Fund-Raising
Committee to be Continued

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Y. Frank Freeman,

president of Association of Motion
Picture producers, announced that
the general industry committee
which handled fund raising for the
Red Cross and British Allied under
Samuel Goldwyn, will be continued.
Goldwyn will meet with the com-

mittee to name a chairman to head
the motion picture division of com-
munity chest drive.

Newcomb House Bows In

Williamsburg, la.—W. J. Newcomb
has opened his new Burg Theater at
Williamsburg.



a

GIVE EM WHAT THEY WANT WA
— And "Tiger-Lily" White, hot-stepping star of

flashy girl show, had plenty to offer! . . . See h

battle for a man with the girl who thought tale

alone was the way to success! . . . Hear her sing tl

tantalizing lyrics of "Mama, What Do I Do Now 1

and "Jitterbug Bite/' ... in the most daring, mo

intimate footlight drama since "Stage Door."

MAUREEN LOUIS LUCILL

O'HARA • HAYWARD • BAL
tn

btoty

-OAN&em&with

VIRGINIA FIELD • RALPH BELLAI
MARY CARLISLE - KATHARINE ALEXANDER • EDWARD BRO

WALTER ABEL • HAROLD HUBER and MARIA OUSPENSK

HARRY E. EDINGTON, Executive Producer • Produced by ERICH POMMER • Directed by DOROTHY A: I

Screen Play by Tess Slesinger and Frank Davis
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MaxCohenAsks Distribs. Aid CancellationMove
Arnold Has Indicated He
Will Accept Such a Plan,
Says N. Y. Allied Prexy

(Continued from Page 1)

Loew's and Warner Bros, in a move
to bring about cancellation privileges
on block-selling in place of the pres-
ent proposal to sell pictures in quin-
tuplets. Cohen said that Assistant
Attorney General Thurman Arnold
had indicated that he would accept
such a plan.

Instructs Counsel to Act

Cohen said he had instructed his

attorney, Jacob Schechter, to pre-
pare to intervene when the decree,
if passed, is sent to Judge Goddard
for approval. Basis for the interven-
tion is expected to be the contem-
plated reaction to the five-picture
plan, obtained through a nation-wide
poll.

Cards are being printed asking
that the recipient check his prefer-
ence as to buying in groups of five

or an entire program with cancella-
tion privileges. The cards are being

"We went to Washington Tuesday
with the hopes of airing our grievances,
but all we got was the air," Max A.
Cohen, New York Allied president,
said yesterday in commenting on the
public hearings on the consent decree.

mailed and printed at his own ex-
pense because, he said yesterday, his
business, as well as that of all in-

dependent exhibitors, was threatened
by the terms of the decree.
The following telegram was sent

Wednesday to Barney Balaban, Neil
Agnew, Sidney R. Kent, Herman
Wobber, George Schaefer, Ned Depi-
net, Albert Warner, Grad Sears,
Nicholas Schenck and William
Rodgers:

Text of Cohen's Telegram
"At yesterday's hearing in Wash-

ington before Thurman Arnold, in-

dependent and affiliated groups went
on record opposing the consent de-
cree as presently drafted insofar
as selling in blocks of five is con-
cerned. All groups were unanimous
in their decided preference for block
selling including a cancellation privi-

lege.

"Thurman Arnold plainly stated
that his depai'tment was unsuccess-
ful in its negotiations as part of the
consent decree to embody a cancella-
tion privilege; therefore insisted on
the block of five sales plan to con-
form with anti-trust laws in that it

eliminated the forcing of full line

selling. Arnold further stated he
would enter into no further negotia-
tions on the consent decree as he
believed nothing further could be
accomplished, but the groups under-
stood that he would accept cancella-
tion privileges on block-selling in

place of groups of five as presently
contemplated.
"Arnold further stated he is pre-

pared to go to trial if consent decree
is not accepted. New York Allied's

Lack of Sufficient Proxies Defers Atlas
Stockholders' Meeting 28 Days to Oct. 3

Wilmington, Del.—Annual meeting of Atlas Corp. stockholders here yesterday was
adjourned for 28 days, due to lack of sufficient proxies. The meeting is now scheduled
for Thursday, Oct. 3.

Officials of the corporation yesterday expressed doubt that sufficient proxies will

have been received in that time and indicated that the meeting will be cancelled if a

quorum is lacking when the Oct. 3 session is called.

Polio Outbreak Closes
Theaters to Children

Marinette, Wis.—Children under 16
years of age are forbidden to
attend theaters, Sunday schools,
churches and other public gatherings
and the opening of city and county
schools in Marinette and Menominee,
Mich., has been postponed a week as
the result of a threatened infantile
paralysis epidemic in this area.
The discovery of five polio cases in

Wisconsin Rapids has resulted in

postponing opening the schools there
until Monday and children under 18
years are being urged to stay away
from public gatherings.

Ray Swan Dies In Mont.
Cedar Rapids, la.—Word was re-

ceived here of the death of Ray
Swan, 57, former Cedar Rapids and
Iowa City operator, at Billings,
Mont. Swan had been in poor health
for the last three years.

negotiations with your company al-

ways indicated your willingness to

go along on cancellation privileges.
If this still holds true, a consent de-
cree can be worked out eliminating
useless and expensive litigation

which will continue for a period of
years. The majority opinion of the
groups in Washington is definitely

toward going into court to set aside
the consent decree if the distributors
and the Department of Justice at-

tempt to have it approved.
"We must appreciate that time is

of the essence and if we are to ac-

complish anything constructive it

must be done now.
"If what is herein proposed meets

with unanimous approval then New
York Allied pledges itself to present
the proposal to the Department of

Justice and insist upon cancellation
substitution as against selling in

blocks of five. How soon can we
expect an answer?"

Arbitration Conferences
Resume to Study Methods

Arbitration conferences were re-

sumed yesterday by a committee of
industry attorneys and J. Noble Bra-
den, executive secretary of the
American Arbitration Association.

While no attempt to set up an ar-

bitration system for the motion pic-

ture industry will be made until

the fate of the proposed consent de-
cree is determined, methods used by
other industries in co-operation with
the AAA were studied and discussed.

Satisfaction with the arbitration
plan as described in the decree has

' been expressed by industry leaders.

WB Theater Men Urged
To Stress Showmanship

Albany—Warner theater manag-
ers from Charlie Smakwitz' district

organization, meeting here Wednes-
day at the beck of Moe Silver, zone
manager, were exhorted to up their

grosses through showmanship and
exploitation with the new product.

Silver, who was optimistic about
the absorption of men into industry
now in the offing, urged his manag-
ers to take advantage of exploitation
and showmanship to increase box-
office. The zone manager is sched-
uled to address Ralph Crabill's West-
ern district in a few days along the
same lines.

Theater managers present were:
John Breslin, Arnold Stoltz, William
Haines, Sid Sommer, Jack Swartout,
Leo Rosen, Andrew M. Roy, Albert
LaFlamme, Ed Selette and Mel Con-
heim.

Zone officials on hand were Charlie
Smakwitz, district manager, Jules
Curley, advertising manager, Jim
Faughnan, contact manager, his as-
sistant, Leo Drexler, Max Friedman,
booker, Joe Weinstein, short sub-
jects, and James Wotton, sound and
repairs.

Motion Picture Almanac
Rolls Off Quigley Presses

Covering the three principal fields

of production, distribution and ex-
hibition, together with sections de-
voted to radio and television, the
1940-41 International Motion Picture
Almanac, edited by Terry Ramsaye
and published by The Quigley Pub-
lishing Co., has emerged from the
presses as the 12th annual edition.

Contents of the volume represent
compilations and contributions by
the staffs of Motion Picture Herald,
Motion Picture Daily, Better Thea-
ters and Fame.
Among the volume's chief features

are the listing of some 16,000 biogra-
phies of industry personalities; in-

formation on motion picture corpora-
tions and their financial statements,
exhibitor organizations, theater cir-

cuits, theater statistics, the Man-
agers' Round Table including the
Quigley Awards, theater equipment
manufacturers and territorial deal-

ers, detailed listings of films of the
three last seasons, and title listings

of all sound films of previous years.
Additional sections set forth the

British film market, the domestic
field's industrial and advertising
films, the industry's social and labor
organizations, and the trade press.

Allied Support May

Save "Blocks of 5"

(Continued from Page 1)

sources close to the Department cl
Justice are of the opinion that nff
change in that provision will be mad
despite the strenuously voiced exhil
opposition.
Thurman W. Arnold, assistant A1

torney General, has indicated ths
the present draft will not stand muc
of a change and the chances are tha
the clause calling for the selling c

1

pictures in blocks of five will remai
as is.

ITOA Calls Exhib. Meet
To Voice Decree Squawks

(Continued from Page 1)

Wednesday when objections to var
ous provisions of the proposed corl

sent decree will be aired. Meetin
will be held at the Hotel Astor fo

lowing a luncheon scheduled for or
o'clock. All exhibitors, whether men
mers of the ITOA or not, are bein
urged to attend.

Meanwhile, the ITOA, through it

publication, The Independent,
seeking exhibitor opinion on this in

portant provision. A ballot on tr

cover page of the current issue ast
that exhibitors check their prefe:

ences on the matter and return trj

ballot to the ITOA headquarters.
In commenting on the five-pictm

clause, The Independent declares thf

the ITOA is on record that this pre

vision is against the best interesl

of independent exhibitors, "that
be eliminated and in its place t

substituted a cancellation privileg

of sufficient scope to allow the bu;|

ing of pictures in blocks and still gr\
j

exhibitors a modicum of safety
allowing them to pass up those pi'"

tures they do not want."

Mono. Leases Greater Par
Of International Studios

(Continued from Page 1)

units, and also as headquarters fi

the home offices of the corporatic;

which are being moved to Hollywood
Construction will start soon on add'

tional office space to house depar
ment heads and more than 50 clerl

of the home office staff.

Scott R. Dunlap will continue i
\

Talisman, while other Monogra.
producers will use Internation
space. Monogram has taken optic'

to purchase International at air

time during its lease period.

Ralph Like will continue to mal
headquarters on his lot and look aft
outside rentals.

Patsy Kelly for "Topper Return:

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAI1

Hollywood—Hal Roach has signi

Patsy Kelly for "Topper Returns."



I ) i S T

Intimate in Character
International in Scope
Independent in Thought

~ Flfcg COPY

The Daily Newipapir
Oi Motion Pictures
Twenty-Two Years Old

^OL. 78. NO. 49—Section 1 NEW YORK, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1940 TEN CENTS

98% OF EXH1BS. NIX "BLOCKS OF 5 "-MPT0A
Estimate 40 Pix at Higher Admish if Plan Clicks
Circuit and Independent
Operators, However, Split

£ji Reactions to Proposal

Tendency of several major com-
n ianies to ask exhibitors to raise ad-
nission prices on certain important

i
lictures has met with divided re-

!
ctions among circuit and indepen-

- ent operators. It was estimated by
ne independent circuit that approxi-

t
lately 40 pictures would come un-
er the raised-admission price cate-

ory during the next 12 months, if,

f course, the plan is successful.

r, A distinct "for and against" at-

itude has been taken bv exhibitors,

; ccording- to a Film Daily survey.
•';• (Continued on Paqe 3)

!00 Witnesses for

lick-Weslon Trial
it :

-
hi

, St. Louis—Approximately 200 wit-

ssses will appear in Federal Jude:e

.1 Dhn Caskie Collet's court in the

ederal Building here today when
An P. Nick and Clyde A. Weston,
isted heads of Local 143. IATSE,
iswer to the anti-racketeering
larges on which they recently were

?CB' .dieted by the local U. S. Grand
iry. This prosecution, reputed to

! the first under a law which was
(Continued on Pane 3)

ronolone Named Sales
'hief for Pathe Labs.

jdcu

Appointment of Nick Tronolone as

•neral sales manager for Pathe
iboratories, Inc., was announced
iday by the company. Tronolon^

-ni' places Dan Frankel, who left the

st Sept. 1.

The new sales manager has be°r>

th Pathe Laboratories for the

(Continued on Paqe 8)

t

Ohio IT© to Convene
in Columbus Oct. 30

Columbus, O.—Annual convention of

the ITO of Ohio will be held at the Neil
i House here on Oct. 30-31 as a result

of directorate action late last week. A
trade show will be staged in connection
with the two-day parley.

BEST DIBECT0RS AND OUTSTANDING

PLAYER PERFORMANCES OF 1939-40
As Jointly Voted by American Exhibitors and

Newspaper Critics

THE 20 BEST DIRECTORS
Points

Frank Capra 3,750.0

John Ford 3,662.5

Alfred Hitchcock . . . 3,172.5

Ernst Lubitsch 3,050.0

Sam Wood 3,025.0

William Dieterle . . . 2,950.0

King Vidor 2,637.5

George Cukor 2,575.0

Victor Fleming 2,387.5

Michael Curtiz 2,375.0

• • •

BEST PLAYER PERFORMANCES

Points

Edmund Goulding . . 2,375.0

John Cromwell . 2,225.0

Cecil B. deMille . 2,125.0

Norman Taurog . . . . 2,037.5

Henry King . 1,937.5

W. S. Van Dyke, II

.

. 1,812.5

Gregory La Cava .... . 1,712.5

Lewis Milestone . . . . 1,650.0

Frank Borzage . 1,625.0

Clarence Brown . . . . 1,587.5

Points

By An Actor

Robert Donat 2,530.0

By A Juvenile Actor

Mickey Rooney . . . 3,162.5

By A Supporting Actor

Thomas Mitchell . . 1,155.0

For complete statistics and stories, turn to Section Two

Points

By An Actress

Bette Davis 2,172.5

By A Juvenile Actress

Virginia Weidler . 2,007.5

By A Supporting Actress

Hattie McDaniel . . 797.5

. Fight Cuban Law
Report Threat to Halt Service of Accounts

Would Standardize Signs
Hung Under Chi. Marquees

Chicago—Alderman Bryan Hart-
nett is sponsoring an ordinance to

standardize signs on theater mar-
quees and business houses. The
present ordinance provides there
must be a nine-foot clearance, be-
tween the sidewalk and the marquee,
but with the theaters hanging signs

{Continued on Page 7)

Havana (By Air Mail)—American
film distributing companies operat-
ing here have informed theater own-
ers that they will not service ac-

counts after Oct. 15 unless the anti-

block-booking act, known as decree

1936, has been amended, modified or

revoked, it was reported this week.
It is not known whether all com-

panies have adopted this attitude,

but it is known that most of them
have. Increasing indications of ex-

(Continued 011 Page 8)

Kuykendall Confident Maj-
ors Would Accept Reason-
able Cancellation Right

That 98 per cent of the exhibitors
of the U. S. are opposed to the pro-
vision of the consent decree calling

for the sale
of pictures in m
blocks of five |
was express- |
ed by Ed

|K u y k e n- I

dall, MPTOA i

president, i n 1

a special bul- I

letin issued
|over thel

week-end.
In the same

|
bulletin, Kuy- I

kendall e x- *

pressed con-
fidence that
distributors would accept a reason-

(Continued on Page 8)

Cohen Sends Ballots

On 5-Piclure Clause

ED KUYKENDALL

Between 12,000 and 14,000 ballots

asking for exhibitor preference on
the "blocks-of-five" provision of the

(Continued on Page 7)

Cowdin Tax Attack Brings

Barkley Relief Prediction

Washington, D. C.—Following tes-

timony of J. Cheever Cowdin, Uni-
(Continued on Page 7)

Para. Mounties Will

Bow at Chi. Oct. 25
"Northwest Mounted Police" will

have its U. S. premiere at the Chicago
Theater, and possibly other Windy City

houses on Oct. 25, four days following

its world premiere in Regina, Canada, it

was disclosed by Neil Agnew, Para, sales

chief, prior to his departure for the dis-

trict sales meet which opens in Kansas

City Wednesday.
Special selling plans, including possible

road showings and advanced admissions,

for the pix will be mulled at the K. C.

meet which other h.o. execs, will attend.

Chi. opening, which Cecil B. De Mille

and majority of cast will attend, will be
plugged Oct. 24 by a Mutual Coast-to-

Coast show from WGN.
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FINANCIAL
{QUOTATIONS OF FRIDAY, SEPT. 6)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat 8 1% 7% — l/4
Col. Picts.vtc. (2i/

2%) 5y2 5!/4 51/4+ V4
Columbia Picts. pfd. . 22 20 22 + 2y2
Con. Fm. Ind % % % — Vs
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 8% 8% 83/8 — y8
East. Kodak 137>/2 136Vi 136'/2 — 1 3

/4
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 9J/2 93/8 91/2 — %
Loew's, Inc 27 Vs 26% 27
do pfd
Paramount 63/8 6]/8 6'/8 + '/8
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 8% 83/8 8% + '/,

RKO 23/4 23/4 23/4
20th Century-Fox ... 6'/4 6'/8 6I/4 — '/,

20th Csntury-Fox pfd. 16 15'/2 16
Univ. Picf. pfd
Warner Bros 23,4 2% 2%
do pfd 35 35 35

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46.102 102 102 — 1/2

Loew's deb. 3y2s46.102y8 102% 102% + %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47 90

V

4 90 901/4+ 1/4

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Moncgram Picts '/2 7-16 7-16—1-16
Sonotone Corp 1% 1% ]5/s — %
Technicolor 10'/2 10% 10%— %
Trans-Lux 1 1/8 1% 1%
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

"Rhythm on the River"
Rolling Up Added Time

"Rhythm on the River" will go a
third week at the New York Para-
mount. Additionally, the comedy has
been held over in 16 other key city
engagements, Para.'s home office re-
ported Friday.

H The Broadway Parade ©
Picture and Distributor Theater

Rhythm en the River (Paramount Pictures)—2nd week Paramount
Foreign Correspondent (United Artists-Wanger)—2nd week Rivoli

He Stayed for Breakfast (Columbia Pictures)—2nd week Roxy

Flowing Cold (Warner Bros. Pictures)—2nd week Clobe

Boom Town (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) Capitol

Lucky Partners (RKO Radio Pictures) Music Hall

No Time for Comedy (Warner Bros. Pictures) Strand

The Girl from Cod's Country (Republic Pictures) Criterion

Back Diamonds (Universal Pictures)
.' Rialto

The Tulsa Kid (Republic Pictures) (a) Central

The Last Train from Madrid (Paramount Pictures) (a-d) Central

The Return of Frank James (Twentieth Century-Fox) (a-b) Palace

Ladies Must Live (Warner Bros. Pictures) (a) • Palace

TWO-A-DAY RUNS
Gone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—39th week Astor

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—27th week World
Schubert's Serenade (Arthur Ziehm, Inc.)—2nd week 55th St. Playhouse

Daybreak (French feature) (ab)' Little Carnegie

Belle O Brutte Si Sposan Tutte (Esperia) -Cine Roma

FUTURE OPENINGS
Rangers of Fortune (Paramount Pictures)—Sept. 18 Paramount
Brigham Young (Twentieth Century-Fox)—Probably Sept. 20 Roxy
The Mummy's Hand (Universal Pictures)—Sept. 13 Rialto

City for Conquest (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Sept. 27 Strand

The Long Voyage Home (United Artists) (c) Rivoli

We Are Not Alone (Warner Bros. Pictures) (c) Criterion

Strike Up the Band (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) (c) Capitol

The Ramparts We Watch (RKO Radio Pictures-March of Time) (c) Music Hall

Tip-off Girl (Paramount Pictures)—Sept. 11 (a) Central

Thundering Frontier (Columbia Pictures)—Sept. 11 (a) Central

Boys from Syracuse (Universal Pictures)—Sept. 12 (a-b) Palace

The Young People (Twentieth Century-Fox)—Sept. 12 (a) Palace

Time in the Sun (d) ...5th Ave. Playhouse

(a) Dual bill. (b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill. (d) Opens
house soon under new policy.

Stanley-Warner Managers ASC Exempt from Income
In Philly Meet Wednesday Tax, Appeals Board Says

Philadelphia—The Stanley-Warner
Theater Co. will hold its annual man-
agers' confab at the Ritz-Carlton
Hotel Wednesday.
Among those expected to address

the general meeting, according to

Ted Schlanger, zone head, are Joe
Bernhard, Grad Sears, Harry Gold-
berg, J. Ellis Shipman, Everett C.

Calloway, Leonard Schlesinger and
Lester Krieger.
Also on the dias will be district

managers Skip Weshner, Steve Ba-
rutio, Al Plough, Louis Davidoff,
Paul Castello, A. J. Vanni, Law-
rence Kraver, Jack Flynn and Jack
Mulhall.
Managers from the entire Phila.

circuit will spend the day in town
for the get-together absorbing info

on now policies, operation, booking,
advertising and exploitation.

"Pastor Hall" Hollywood
Opening Set for Sept. 27

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—"Pastor Hall" opens

at the Esquire, Hollywood, Sept. 27
for a minimum run of five weeks.

A. J. Balaban, Sam Myers
Talk Circuit Expansion

Chicago—Plans for expansion of
lhe circuit were discussed last week
by A. J. Balaban. here for confer-
ences with Sam Myers.

Philly Exchange Opening
Philadelphia—The American Film

Co. will have a housewarming at
Us 1329 Vine St. offices today.
Ben Harris, formerly of Masterpiece
Film Attractions, is manager.

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The U. S. Board of

Tax Appeals Friday held the Amer-
ican Society of Cinematographers,
Inc., is a non-profit organization and
is exempt from income tax. The
Internal Revenue Bureau contended
the ASC was liable to a tax as it
published a monthly magazine and
held a special fund to pay sickness
and death benefits. The board ruled,
however that publication of the mag-
azine was necessary for the advance-
ment of the art of cinematography
and the benefit fund was merely in-
cidental to the society's non-profit
work.

"Boom Town' Out-Grosses
"Frisco" and "Boys' Town"
"Boom Town" in the first full week

of advanced price engagements in
21 key cities grossed $367,478 as
against $283,568 for "San Francisco"
and $263,329 for "Bovs' Town" in
these situations, M-G-M reported
over the week-end.

After r-heckinp' over past attend-
ance figures and b.o. records, the New
York Capitol's management called
the "Boom Town" opening there last
Thursdav the best in five years,
M-G-M also reported.

RCA Bloomington Plant
To Double Force to 800

Bloomington, Ind.—The new RCA
Manufacturing Company's plant here
is employing- approximately 400 per-
sons at present and the number will
be doubled in a few months, RCA
officials indicate.

COmmG and GOIFIC

SIDNEY R. KENT returns to New York ii

week from the Thousand Islands.

RUBE JACKTER, assistant sales manager
Columbia, left New York yesterday for a wet
business trip which will take him to Oklahc
City.

LYNN FARNOL is due back early this w!
from a Coast trip.

LOU LIFTON, advertising and publicity m
ager for Monogram, leaves for Hollywood
day to establish the company's new oft

there.

CHARLES SKOURAS was due in New Y
over the week-end from the Coast.

WALLACE BEERY is at the Waldorf.

CRESSON E. SMITH, Western division m,
ager for RKO, leaves tonight for Chicago or
business trip.

WILLIAM KAROL, president of the Pan Am
ican Film Company, Havana, Cuba, is at the W
wick.

JUNE PREISSER left for the Coast Friday.

MARIAN MARSH is at the Essex House.

BINC CROSBY is here from the Coast.

JOSEPH ALLEN, JR., has arrived on the Co
for a test at RKO.

FRANCHOT TONE leaves for the Coast sho

RICHARD ALDRICH left for the Coast
the week-end.

Americans With Davis
In Theater Acquisition

Acquisition under lease of tl

Forum Theater, Metuchen, N. J., 1

Jack Davis, British circuit operate
represents a personal venture in a
sociation with American parti
rather than activity in the U. S. 1

Monsignor Theaters, Ltd., of Londo
which he heads as managing dire
tor, Davis told The Film Daily ye
terday.

Monsignor, Davis said, had no i:

tention of invading the Americs
field, as the published reports ir

plied. "This is strictly my own e:

terprise," he asserted. Other ths
adding that they were American
he declined to identify his associate

Davis confirmed that he was neg
tiating for other theaters on th

side.

"Heritage" as Heymann Pix

First Fall release of French Film
Import Co. will be "Heritage," Ma:
eel Gras production, according t

Prexy Andre R. Heymann. Pix ha
English titles by Charles Clemei
and Gerry Saunders.

^f^l^
From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Ned E. Depinet
Charles Farrell

Neil Hamilton
Pauline Garon
Nat Feltman
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DO Witnesses for

ick-Weslon Trial

{Continued from Page 1)

»cted in 1934, has attracted consid-

«ble national attention and a corps
Special counsel from the Attor-
' General's Office are expected to

on hand, both as observers and as

es to District Attorney Harry
nton who will direct the prose-

ion.
hhe indictment alleges 12 charges
! are contained in a 57-page docu-
sit that will require more than
our to be read to the jury. Sig-
nd Bass, who represents Nick,

j

Bryan Purteet, Weston's coun-
assert that the charges are repe-
Dns of one another and they be-
e they will be able to produce
nesses to refute each and every
rge. Bass Saturday declined to

e the number of witnesses that
ild be summoned by the defense
said that, at this time, he could
predict whether the defendants

Ud take the stand in their own
alf.

is known that the Government
subpoenaed more tha 100 wit-

ses, some from out of the city,

rove its case that Nick and Wes-
conspired to violate the Sherman
-trust act and other charges dur-
the time they were the dominant
ires in the affairs of Local 143.

lere has been considerable specu-
•n here whether Robert Thomsen,
ness representative of Local 143,

succeeded Weston, and other
' utives of the Local will be called

orroborate portions of the Gov-
nent's case. It was Thomsen and
lall minority group in the Local
started the fight two years ago

:h resulted in the ouster of Nick
Weston by Circuit Judge Ernest
ley.

ick has been suffering from
ritis for more than a year and
spent considerable time at Hot
ngs, Ark., for his ailment. Wes-
recently was reported to have
ined a job in a theater in a near-
.linois town, outside of the juris-

hn of Local 143.

oit Lifts "Strange Cargo" Ban
etroit—Censor's ban on "Strange
o" was removed lalst week fol-

ig a series of conferences re-

ng in "deletion of many objec-
ible portions." Some further
ges also are to be made before
release for local showing.

STORKS!
icago—Ted Turrell, manager of
ners' Beverly Theater, is the
«• of a baby girl, named Carol

ivana (By Air Mail) — Pedro
inez, assistant to manager
sto P. Smith of Columbia Pic-

., is the father of a nine-pound

T
• • • BY way of example —suppose it's a pop song by

Irving Berlin .... a gown by Elizabeth Hawes an automobile body

by Fisher a novel by George Bernard Shaw a ballet by George

Balanchine a painting by Diego Rivera a golf course by
Donald McKenzie a stage setting by Norman Bel Geddes a

column by Walter Winchell In every case the particular creation

would get uncommon attention because of the creator's repu-

tation If you'll admit this premise then we'll move on

to matters more cinematic i.e., film directors and players

T T
• • • CREATION of a film production is entrusted

essentially to the director He is the master of a picture's

fate —the captain of its soul from the initial grinding

of the cameras until the last foot and frame has been filmed

That is his job as any studio solon will attest It's

such an important job and one toward which all producers

are so sensitive in their eagerness to see it properly filled

that you can fairly hear their sighs of relief on the crests

of Hollywood's hills when their choice of the good, available

directors signs on the dotted line It's film-success in-

surance that quality will prevail

T T
• • • NOW Mr. Film Salesman likes this policy of film insurance

because when he storms the moats of sales resistance erected

by the cagey film buyers on his beat it means a helluva lot in the

conquest for contracts to shout triumphantly that this production's

a Lubitsch, a Dieterle, a De Mille, a Van Dyke or this one a Capra.

a Hitchcock, a Borzage, or a Brown He knows that you can write

on a postage stamp with a shaving brush the names of exhibs.

who wouldn't grab a reasonable opportunity to book attractions

bearing such directorial names as John Ford, Sam Wood, King

Vidor, George Cukor, Victor Fleming Michael Curtiz Edmund
Goulding, John Cromwell, Norman Taurog, Henry King, Gregory La Cava,

or Lewis Milestone That such names (we have arbitrarily men-

tioned those of the 20 Best Directors of 1939-40 as selected by film critics

and exhibs. balloting in THE FILM DAILY Poll, results of which are con-

tained in the second section of today's edition) mean so much to

showmen is that they mean so much to the public Why?

T T T
• • • WELL, John Q. Public, too, likes film insurance

When he's apprised that an ace director —like any of the

foregoing or runners-up in THE FILM DAILY Poll— has

guided the making of a particular attraction that fact is an

influential one in his beating a path to the box office

There is the promise of quality entertainment far more like-

ly to be fulfilled than not yes, and Dr. Gallup doesn't need to

bother about probing that question any more than that high-

in-favor film players hold out to the public a considerable

degree of entertainment promise It's patent that they do

Promise of money's worth is what exacts the money!

T T T
• • • ON our desk top is a statement written by a prominent film

executive: "The hope of every big company is its men" We
hold this paraphrase equally true: The big hope of every picture

is its director and its players

t€ « « >y *•

Estimate 40 Pix

At Higher Admish
{Continued from Page 1)

A summary of opinions from those
against the policy shows that there
are two principal objections; one,
that the public will get the idea
that a picture for which the prices
are not raised is mediocre or bad;
two, that business drops off consid-
erably for a week or two after a
tilted scale attraction, so that the
loss on subsequent pictures offsets
the extra profit derived from an im-
portant production.

It was pointed out by one leading
executive that if the report is true
that there are 32,000,000 persons in
the U. S. who do not go to theaters,
even though they can afford it, the
way to get them into the theaters
is to lower admissions rather than
increase them. Pictures, he said,
constitute entertainment for the
masses, but when it comes to a point
where a man has to put out almost
$2 to take his family to a theater,
that man is going to find cheaper
entertainment.
On the other hand, some regard to

the move as a healthy one, seeing in

it a method of getting the public to
more greatly appreciate the screen.

In this regard, the ITOA publica-
tion, The Independent, asserts that
"first-run theaters, all over, should
raise admissions so that there will

be a proper differential between
themselves and the subsequent-run
theaters that follow. In this way,
not only will pictures be more high-
ly esteemed by the persons showing
them, but subsequent-run theaters
will not have to charge, as they do
ow in manv cases, as much as the

theaters which have a prior run."

Sarnoff to Speak in Chi.
Chicago—David Sarnoff will ad-

dress the American Life convention
here Oct. 9.

St. John, N. B.—With the excep-
tion of the bride, the participants
in a marriage ceremony in a Fair-
ville church, had film affiliations. The
groom was Alden Lockhart, manag-
er cf the Regent Theater, St. John,
of the Franklin & Herschorn chain.
The bride was Jean Williams, of
Fairville. The bridesmaid, Genevieve
Breen, a member of the staff of the
Regal Films exchange, St. John, and
the best man, Gordon Briggs, an
operator at the Regent.

Chicago—Herbie Lyon of the B &
K publicity department, and Lyle
Hoffenberg are now honeymooning
in New York. Couple flew here fol-

lowing wedding at bride's home in

Chicago. Al Demby is subbing for
Lyon during latter's absence.

Cincinnati — Henrietta (Honey)
Bcckelage, connected with Universal
for over 20 years, has resigned to

wed William Schnieder.



'WHOOPEE"
seta new standard!

•KID FROM SPAIN
set a new standard
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'ARROIVSMITH"
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'DARK ANGEL"
set a new standard

!

'DEAD END"
set a new standard!

STELLA DALLAS
set a new standard!

'HURRICANE"
set a new standard!
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WUTHERING HEIGHTS
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.V REVIEWS Of THE DEUJ FILftlS .v
"No Time For Comedy"

with James Stewart, Rosalind Russell,

Genevieve Tobin

Warners 93 Mins.

HILARIOUS COMEDY, MARQUEE
NAMES AND EXPERT PRODUCTION MAKE
THIS A SURE FIRE B.O. WINNER.

Warners has added another hit to its

record with this release. Exhibitors should

welcome it with open arms, and the public

generally is certain to be vastly amused and

entertained by the film. The comedy is

sparkling. The story is based on a well

known stage play. The production value is

top notch. Adding all these ingredients

together, it is a cinch that everybody will

benefit.

James Stewart turns in a smooth per-

formance as the hick playwright who makes
good in the big city. Rosalind Russell has

never appeared to better advantage, neat-

ly turning her comedy to mors serious as-

pects and back again. These two stars

can carry most any load on their own
shoulders, but an exceptionally good sup-

porting cast has been thrown in for good
measure. Genevieve Tobin, Charles Rug-
gles, Allyn Joslyn, Louise Beavers and Clar-

ence Kolb stand out.

On the producton side, Hal B. Wallis, ex-

ecutive producer, Jack L. Warner, vice-

prexy in charge of production, and Robert

Lord, associate producer, rate a hand for

the general quality of the film. The direc-

tion of William Keighley is a high caliber

job. He times the situations perfectly for

laughs, and also puts over the more serious

scenes with a punch, hard to do in a comedy.

Credit for the neatly rounded screenplay,

which, if anything, improves on the original,

goes to Julius J. and Philip G. Epstein. Ernie

Haller is responsible for the fine photogra-

phic work.

The story in brief is as follows: Stewart

arrives in New York where his play is be-

ing produced. He meets Miss Russell. The
play is produced, is a hit and they are

married. Success continues until he meets

Miss Tobin, man-hunting wife of Ruggles.

Girl and boy break up, but are reunited. Re-

sult, Happy Ending.

However, any synopsis of a story of this

type tells nothing. The players and the

dialogue are the actualities that make the

story live, and in this case it's a hit on both

scores. Audiences generally are certain to

be thoroughly entertained by the film, and
on the basis of selling the public entertain-

ment, the exhibitors and the picture's dis-

tributor, Warners, can go all out as the en-

tertainment is there.

CAST: James Stewart, Rosalind Russell,

Genevieve Tobin, Charles Ruggles, Allyn

Josyln, Clarence Kolb, Louise Beavers, J. M.
Kerrigan, Lawrence Grosmith, Robert Greig,

Frank Faylen.

CREDITS: In charge of production, Jack

L. Warner; Executive Producer, Hal B. Wal-
lis; Associate Producer, Robert Lord; Di-

rector, William Keighley; Screenplay, Julius

J. and Philip G. Epstein; Based on a play

by S. N. Behrman; Cameraman, Ernie

Haller; Editor, Owen Marks.

DIRECTION, Top Notch. PHOTOGRA-
PHY, Expert.

Wanger, Baltimore Speaker
Baltimore — Walter Wanger will

speak at the first Fall luncheon of
the local Variety Club, on Wed-
nesday. J. Louis Rome is chief

Barker.

"Hired Wife"
with Rosalind Russell, Brian Aherne, Virginia

Bruce, Robert Benchley, John Carroll

Universal 93 Mins.

FIRST-RATE ROMANTIC COMEDY
WITH PLENTY OF LAUGHS AND GEN-

ERAL APPEAL FOR FANS.

Brimming with laughs, this brisk-moving

romantic comedy is slick entertainment to

dispel the cares of audiences and box office

blues. Its story is light, lively and likeable,

affording a batch of solid name-players a

chance to strut their cinematic stuff.

Rosalind Russell and Brian Aherne are

the central leads,—she the alert and indis-

pensable secretary; he her boss who heads

up a big time cement business. Too, he

is her heart's quarry, despite his yen for

blondes, a disadvantage which she overcomes
by using her head for strategy instead of for

golden rinses.

Of course, all the while, the man and
maid are fundamentally in love with one an-
other, but marriage which they contract is

one of business convenience, to keep the

Aherne business enterprise from being
swallowed up by a clique of powerful com-
petitors. In that way, so Robert Benchley,

the Aherne legal advisor figures out, the

cement company's assets will be untouch-
able,—being in the name of Prexy Aherne's

wife.

Virginia Bruce and John Carroll are the

decoys used by the Russell-Aherne combo
to make one another jealous. Benchley

provides a considerable portion of the com-
edy via his antics, and these belly-laughs

are supplemented by funny situations and
crisp dialogue. Some of the latter is down-
right hilarious. William Seiter's direction is

clever throughout, and the Milton Krasner

photography is tip-top. Hobart Cavanaugh,
Richard Lane and William Davidson have

roles of which they take full advantage.

"Hired Wife" is a first-rate property

which should do excellently everywhere, and
is the sort of feature exhibs. can confidently

and profitably book. Associate Producer

Glenn Tryon can take a deep bow for this

one.

CAST: Rosalind Russell, Brian Aherne,
Virginia Bruce, Robert Benchley, John Car-
roll, Hobart Cavanaugh, Richard Lane, Wil-
liam Davidson.

CREDITS: Director, William Seiter; As-
sociate Producer, Glenn Tryon; Author,

George Beck; Screenplay, Richard Connell,

Gladys Lehman; Photography, Milton Kras-

ner; Art Director, Jack Otterson; Costumes,
Irene and Vera West; Film Editor, Milton

Carruth; Sound Supervisor, Bernard B.

Brown; Sound Recorder, William Hedgecock;
Assistant Director, Vaughn Paul; Unit Pub-

licity Writer, Dan Thomas.

DIRECTION, Excellent. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fine.

Wanger Visiting Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh—Walter Wanger will
arrive here today and will be the
guest of honor at a luncheon to be
given at the Variety Club in the
William Penn Hotel by A. H. Wei-
ner, branch manager of the local

United Artists exchange. Newspa-
permen and exhibitors thi'oughout
the territory have been invited to

attend.

"The Range Busters"
with Ray Corrigan, John King, Max Terhune

Monogram-Weeks 53 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)
COWBOY YARN CROWDED WITH FAST

ACTION LAUNCHES NEW GEORGE W.
WEEKS SERIES.

George W. Weeks' series gets off to an

auspicious start with the initial subject be-

ing loaded with action and holding interest

to the end. "The Range Busters"—Ray

Corrigan as "Crash," John King as "Dusty"

and Max Terhune as "Alibi"—are likeable,

two-fisted, hard-riding cowboys who should

prove very popular with the action fans.

S. Roy Luby has provided excellent direc-

tion and does not allow the action to lag.

Weeks functioned as producer and Anna
Bell Ward as associate producer. Luana
Walters is an attractive heroine, while

LeRoy Mason is a convincing heavy. Earle

Hodgins, Frank LaRue and Kermit Maynard
are among the principals.

When her father, owner of the Circle T.

Ranch, is murdered by a mysterious Phantom
slayer, his daughter, Luana, takes the ad-

vice ot LaRue, the town druggist, and hires

the "Range Busters." The Busters find an

old mine that Mason is using to hide muni-
tions, which he and his men smuggle over

the border. Suspicion for the murder falls

on Mason and also on Luana's uncle, Hodg-
ins, whose blindness is doubted by Crash."
In an exciting finish tne Busters find the

real murderer, LaRue.

CAST: Ray Corrigan, John King, Max
Terhune, Luana Waiters, LeRoy Mason,
Earle Hodgins, Frank LaRue, Kermit May-
nard.

CREDITS: Producer, George W. Weeks;
Associate Producer, Anna bell Ward; Di-

rector, S. Roy Luby; Screenplay, John Rath-
mell; Cameraman, Edward Linden; Editor,

Roy Claire.

DIRECTION, Excellent. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Howards" Philly Trade
Showing Attracts 1,500

Philadelphia — Sponsored by Co-
lumbia's local branch, a trade show-
ing of "The Howards of Virginia"
was held here last night in the Car-
men Theater and was attended by
some 1,500 persons including pro-
ducer-director Frank Lloyd, Martha
Scott who has the feminine lead, and
exhibitors and circuit executives
for the Philadelphia territory. A
cocktail party and a dinner, hosted
by Harry Weiner, Columbia's local
branch manager, and his sales force,
preceded the trade showing.

THE WEEK l\
REVIEW

Save "Blocks of 5"?= By L. H. MITCHELL

Lum and Abner Pix Opens
With Gala at Little Rock

Little Rock, Ark.—The twin-the-
ater premiere of Lum and Abner's
"Dreaming Out Loud" with p.a.'s

by the stars at the Capitol and Pu-
laski Theaters here did standout
business throughout the day and
over the week-end. Thirty prints
are booked solid in the premiere fes-
tivities for Little Rock and other
cities and towns.

DOMESTIC
CONSENT DECREE: At the week

end it began to appear that the con
troversial "blocks of five pix" in th<

proposed consent decree in the Gov
ernment's anti-trust suit might bt

"saved" by support of nationa
Allied for the clause, despite oppo
sition of MPTOA, ITOA and major
ity of indies due to lack of a can
ceilation privilege in the clause
N. Y. Allied was reported planning
co intervene to prevent operation o:

the consent decree if it should b<

adopted. Thurman W. Arnold was
weighing submission of the decree tc

the Attorney General despite
squawks of indie exhibs. and tneii
probable seeking of an injunction

FINANCIAL: Columbia reports
a yearly net of $512,185.72, while
Monogram, which will begin its

hegira to the West Coast this week
reported a loss of $179,656.24 foi
the year.

* * *

THIS AND THAT: J. Cheevei
Cowdin, chairman of the "U" board
opened the film industry's attack or
the proposed excess profits tax be-

fore the Senate Finance committee
He saw "U" menaced to the tune
of a tax of 47 per cent on its net
income . . . Defendants in the anti-
crust suit against the Schine circuit
and others entered denials of viola-
tions of the Sherman anti-trust law
RKO followed with a denial anc
asked dismissal of the suit . . ,

Skouras Theaters refused to accept
resignation of its prexy, George
Skouras, following his indictment by
a federal grand jury which charged
him with conspiracy to bribe a
judge . . . Tri-States vote on duals
vs. singles in three of its Des Moines
theaters resulted in a victory for

duals by 57.1 per cent. Tri-States
has not yet announced what action

it may take as a resullt of the poll.

. . . Warner Bros' and the Philly
musicians union reached an agree-
ment over their long dispute as tc

hiring musicians for theaters which
had no stage shows ... St. Louis
indies were reported preparing for

a buyers' strike . . . Pix industry

pledged support to the Government
in its defense plans . . . CBS gave
a demonstration for the press oi

television in color . . Appointment
by the President of Frank C. Wal-
ker to the Postmaster Generalship

was expected to get a quick Senate
okay . . . Jack Davis, head of Mor-
signor Theaters, Ltd., of the U. K.

leased the Forum Theater. Metuchen
N. J., as the first of "string" ol

theaters in the U. S. . . . Goy'1

called 100 witnesses for its tria

against Nick and Weston of St

Louis operators union on charges oi

violating the anti-racketeering anc

Sherman anti-trust laws.

i
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Cohen Sends Ballots

Dn 5-Piclure Clause

{Continued from Page 1)

lonsent decree were mailed to ex-
hibitors over the week-end by Max
%.. Cohen, president of New York
allied (MPTOA) and head of the

,inema Circuit.

Cohen, acting independently, is

eeking exhibitors' opinion as to

hether they prefer the buying of

ictures under decree regulations or

le signing for a company's com-
lete program with liberal cancella-

. on privileges.

Cohen is carrying on a protest

gainst the provision with the hope
f halting approval of the decree.

HacMurray for "Lady Eve"?
' 'est Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Paramount is consid-

-ing Fred MacMurray for the lead-

g male role opposite Paulette God-
trd in "Lady Eve," the new Pres-
n Sturgis picture which he will also

'•rect.

rthur T. Stone Stricken
|
est Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Arthur T. Stone, 56,

reen and stage actor and makeup
tist, died here late last week of a

\ art attack.

Twentieth Century-Fox Ponders Canadian
World Premiere for Its Hudson's Bay Saya

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—"Hudson's Bay," now in production on the 20th-Fox lot, may be

premiered in Canada by the company, it was learned following a studio visit by Herman
Wobber, general manager of distribution.

If the plan goes through, the Dominion will have two world premieres of top Hol-
lywood product. Paramount having set a Regina debut for De Mille's "North West
Mounted Police."

Would Standardize Signs Cowdin Tax Attack Brings
Hung Under Chi. Marquees Barkley Relief Prediction

(Continued from Page 1)

underneath the marquee, this clear-

ance is cut.

It has been suggested that any
banners or advertising hung under
the canopies or marquees, in the fu-

ture should be of silk material and
of a standard size.

Theater owners and sign manufac-
turers and distributors are meeting
with the Hartnett committee in an
attempt to work out an ordinance
that will meet with general ap-
proval.
At the present time, the theater

owner must pay a license fee based
on the square foot of space, taken
up by the canopy over the city side-

walk. In return for this fee, Al-
derman Hartnett says, they receive

semi-annual inspection from both
the building and electrical depart-
ments of the city.

(Continued from Page 1)

versal's board chairman, before the
Senate Finance Committee on the
excess profits tax, Majority Leader
Barkley Friday predicted insertion
of a provision for a review tribunal
to adjust "hardship cases."

Cowdin was one of several wit-
nesses pointing out a special situa-
tion where the last four years were
not normal from a financial view-
point and the effect the tax rate
would have on such companies.

Waterloo Bars Kids Under 12

Waterloo, la. — Managers of
Waterloo's theaters announced sale

of tickets to children under 12 would
be prohibited because of the infantile

paralysis epidemic. Thirty-three
cases of illness have been reported
since Aug. 1.

Illegal 16 MM. Films

Stir Ohio ITO's Ire

Columbus, O.—Aroused by the
spread of illlegal 16 mm. competi-
tion, directors of the ITO of Ohio,
meeting here late last week, adopted
a resolution condemning the use of

uncensored 16 mm. footage in night
clubs and bars.

The board instructed Secretary
Pete Wood to register a complaint
with F. Dietrich, State Superin-
tendent of Education.
The ITO has been conducting an

investigation of the illegal film, rec-

ommended that the Censor Board
hire two additional inspectors for
purposes of checking 16 mm. sub-
iects showing without the Ohio-ap-
proved leader.

Esperia Sets First Release

First 1940-41 release by Esperia
Film Distributing Co. will be "Belle

Brutte Si Sposan Tutte" (Pretty
or Plain, They All Get Married).

Again In Judges' Roles

Hap Hadley and Vincent Trotta,
are director for Advei-tising Acces-
sories, again were among the judges
at the Atlantic City beauty pageant
for the selection of Miss America.

<^ >

Strong savage men fought for her love.

i, GIRL FROM GOD'S
COUNTRY
Chester Morris %
Jane Wyatt

J
Charles Bickford

ySidney Salkow-Director *•

j -
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98% of Exhibs. Nix

Blocks of 5-MPTOA
{Continued from Page 1)

able cancellation privilege, so that
an exhibitor could buy in sufficient

quantities and yet be protected by
cancellations.
The MPTOA president declared

that his organization would continue
discussions with the Department of

Justice "so long as they will permit
us to do so," indicating that nego-
tiations on various phases of the
settlement of the equity suit had
not been eliminated as a possibility.

KuykendalPs bulletin, in full,

read:

Hearing Held "Worth While"

"I am convinced that the hearing
accorded the theater owners by the
Department of Justice in Washing-
ton Sept. 3 was definitely worth
while. !

*!

"I am sure that the Department
was impressed with the sincere pur-
poses of the theater owners and I

know that they gave to the Depart-
ment a more thorough understand-
ing of the manv complexities of this

industry. A large number of the-

aters were represented and so far as

I can ascertain they were unanimous
in their disapproval of the five pic-

ture clause, first because of the con-

fusion to the average theater the

buying of five pictures at a time
would cause, increasing their over-

head considerablv and jeopardizing

the continuous flow of product so

necessary to successful theater op-

eration; second, because there are

no cancellation provisions whatso-
ever. There must be a cancellation

privilege if the decree is to be ac-

ceptable to the theater owners of this

country and while I have no author-

ity to say so, it is my opinion that

the distributors themselves would
accept a reasonable concellation priv-

ilege, so that the exhibitor could

buy in sufficient Quantities and yet

be protected by cancellations.

"There are other objections to the

proposed decree insofar as exhibitor

interests are concerned but they are

not as objectionable as the five pic-

ture clause.

Says 98 Per cent of Exhibs. Opposed

"It is mv firm conviction that 98

per cent of the theater owners of

this country do not want the five-

picture clause, feeling that it would

irrmose upon them an unnecessary

and restrictive hardshin and_ serve

no purpose, not even the public wel-

fare, which is one of the objectives

of the department as I understand it

and I am further convinced that the

Denartment of Justice realizes this.

"Let's keep in mind that the de-

cree has not been accepted by the

department itself and that when it is

accepted bv them it still must be

approved by the court.

"It is mv sincere belief that the

decree can be worked out in a much
more satisfactory form than the

present one and MPTOA will con-

tinue to work with all concerned in

the hope that we can eet a revision

= o necessary to the interests of the

Half Sinner vs. Angel
Manchester, N. H.—When the Cranite

Square Theater marquee heralded:
"I Take This Woman"—"Half a Sinner"
the new Rex marquee countered with:

"Till We Meet Again"—
"An Angel from Texas"

Tronolone Named Sales
Chief for Pathe Labs.

{Continued from Page 1)

past four years, and has been in

charge of the company's New York
laboratory for the past few months.
William Baer, assistant to Trono-

lone at the laboratory, has been ap-
pointed manager of the plant.

Drive-in Too Noisy, Say
Neighbors, Seeking Writ

Pittsburgh — The first Drive-In
theater in the Western Pennsylvania
territory, on Route 88 near South
Park, which opened on Aug. 30, has
alreadv run into serious difficulty.

Residents in that section appeared
in common pleas court last week to
seek an injunction against the open
air project, claiming the sound can
be heard for a radius of over a mile,
making sleep impossible. In addi-
tion to the noise from the sound
track, the palintiffs state that there
is considerable noise from motorists
inside and outside the enclosure.
Plaintiffs are also asking for dam-
ages, claiming that the Drive-In the-
ater has considerably lessened the
value of their property.

Project is operated by George Da-
vis, veteran showman, who has an
interest in several other theaters in

this territory and Ohio, and Norbert
Stern.

Joe E. Brown to Return to Coast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Jce E. Brown will re-

turn here Sept. 23 from a tour in

two stage plays for the preview of
his latest picture, "So You Won't
Talk," and to attend the wedding of
his son, Joe L. Brown.

theater owners, because we believe
that if it is taken to trial it will

require many years before whatever
is worked out is made final by the
Supreme Court.

"No Time for Panic"
"It is no time for panic and

confusion. It is more essential than
ever that we give this problem sane
and sensible consideration and act
advisedly by continuing1 to discuss
and negotiate with the Department
of Justice in the hope of bringing
about an acceptable decree. There-
fore MPTOA will continue discus-

sions with the Department so long
as thev will permit us to do so."

Further discussions on the con-

sent decree are scheduled for today
when James Hayes and Robert Sher,

special assistant to the Attorney Gen-
eral, will confer with attorneys for

distributors. Sessions are expected
to revolve around possible revisions

of the proposed consent decree and
a checkup on progress made toward
an arbitration system for the indus-

try.

Distributors Fight

New Cuban Film Law
{Continued from Page 1)

hibitor sentiment against the bill

also is evident, although it was
originally instigated by the exhibi-

tor group.
Exhibitors in the large cities,

particularly, are now believed to be
lined up in a group that is pressing
for modification of the decree.

Whereas, the exhibitors formerly be-

lieved that the American distribu-

tors would sell pictures singly and
that they could get enough other
product to keep their theaters open,

it is now generally believed that ma-
jority of the large houses would be

forced to close if American product
is shut off.

NAB's Adv. Bureau Eyeing
Metro Transcription Plan

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Members of the' "Bu-

reau of Radio Advertising" are con-
sidering the "Electrical transcrip-

tion" series offered free by the

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios, to a
number of radio stations, the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasters
announced Friday. The series is

scheduled to start on or about Sept.

15, to continue or a period of 13

weeks.
NAB asserts that the majority of

the radio stations agree with the Bu-
reau of Radio Advertising that the

only manner in which these trans-

criptions should be broadcast is "on
a program sponsored by the theater
in which M-G-M pictures appear"
and at regular card rates.

"In addition." NAB states, "sta-

tions may well consider the de-
sirability of airing these transcrip-
tions which doubtless will plug Ascap
tunes exclusively, to the detriment
of BMI and other non-Ascap music."

Gary Cooper to Attend
"The Westerner" Debut

Fort Worth, Tex.—Gary Cooper
will attend the world premiere of
Sam Goldwyn's "The Westenrer"
here Sept. 19, accompanying the
producer and Mrs. Goldwyn and Mr.
and Mrs. William Wyler on the
trip from the Coast. Cooper's pres-
ence is made possible bv a shift in

shooting schedule of "The Storv of
John Doe" by Frank Capra. The
star's wife will accomnany the mart v.

Stations KGKC, WBPA,' and KFJZ
are co-operating in plugging the
opening.

Terry Turner In and Out
Terry Turner, head of RKO Ra-

dio's field force, is in town after
three weeks on the road, two of them
accompanying Lucille Ball and Mau-
reen O'Hara on their personal-ap-
pearance tour of the mid-west with
"Dance, Girl, Dance." Terry will

leave tonight with the two stars
who will make further theater ap-
pearances.

hollywood
Speaking--
= By RALPH WILE —

—HOLLYWO
JACK GARDNER, Sue Carol, Hallam Coo

~* Gus Shy, Donald Dilloway, Jack Sh

rill, Walter Kane and Freddie Fralick >

among the former players who are n

active as agents in Hollywood.

• •
^"NUR Passing Show: Bill Hopper, son'
^"^ Hedda and DeWolf Hopper, making

great hit at Gilmore field reciting "Ca
at the Bat," which was made famous
his father; Groucho Marx, Sidney A. Frar

lin, Mischa Auer, Ann Sothern, Norn-

Foster, Roger Pryor, Norman Krasna

"Ladies in Retirement" at the Biltmore

• •
CRANK McDONALD has been assign

' to direct "Barnyard Follies," for Repu

lie. Several radio performers will be
the cast. Production is slated to st

Sept. 17.

• •
CRANK W. GAY, who produced "King ]
' the S

r

erras" and "Here Comes Ma
cious," has written an original story, "T
Lamp Man," which he will produce in

entirety on location in Louisiana.

DESIDES singing and dancing, Jack Oal
'' will play three instruments and t

drums for his role for 20th Century-Fo
"Tin Pan Alley." He will variously pi

a saxophone, guitar and clarinet.

• •

JACK OTTERSON, art director, and I

*' Meredith, Columbia contract actre

who were married at Las Vegas, have i

turned to Hollywood. They are busy

the'r respective studios and will take th

honeymoon later.

• •
CDWARD H. GRIFFITH presented a mini

*~ ture "star" set chair to little five-y«

old Carolyn Lee, now appearing in "V

ginia," which Griffith is producing and <

recting for Paramount. The presentati

was made when the young lady appeared

Paramount for her first day's work aft.'

locationing in Virginia.

• •

GEORGE MURPHY, now playing in Y\

G-M's "Little Nelly Kelly," has becor

so expert at handling the reins of trotti

horses, a hobby of years standing, that

is scheduled to participate in one of til

; mportant races in the forthcoming Pomo

State Fair.

• •

CDDIE ALBERT'S collection of rare fir

*" editions valued at thousands of dc,

lars, actually cost him less than $100. r

ourchased most of them from small, sidi

street book stores, after scouring them f

days on end during his spare time.

\A/ESLEY RUGGLES, who produced ai

* » directed Columbia's "Arizona,"

nlannin? a two months' vacation tour

South America. Ruggles, who recently b<

came a benedict, will, with his bride, lea'

here almost immediately following the pn

view showing of "Arizona."
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ARNOLD TO IGNORE EXHIB. DECREE POLLS

Crescent Denies Control in Answer to U.S. Suit
Sudekum, Stengel Owner-
ship of 50% of Voting Stock
n Theater Cos. is Admitted

Nashville, Tenn.—In addition to a
lanket denial of all other allega-

ions made against it in the Gov-
rnment's anti-trust suit filed Aug.
1, 1939, the Crescent Amusement
o. has filed an answer in which af-

liation with the Cumberland Amuse-
lent Co., Lyric Amusement Co., Inc.,

few Strand Co., Strand Enterprise
orp., Rockwood Amusements, Inc.,

herokee Amusement Co., Kentucky
(Continued on Page 4)

'IT Third Quarter

rofil Up $530,385

Universal's third quarter earnings
creased $530,385 over the corre-
londing period of 1939, it was re-

galed yesterday by J. Cheever Cow-
.n, chairman of the board. Net
.rnings of the company and sub-
diaries for the 13 weeks ended July

(Continued on Page 8)

arly September Business
D% Ahead in Cleveland

Cleveland—First-run theaters re-

:rt business the first week in Sep-
imber was 30 per cent better than
erage and the biggest week since

<»p Hope appeared in person the
*ek of June 14 at the RKO Palace.
;turn of vaudeville at the Palace

(Continued on Page 4)

'i Ate, What's a Bomb
After Six-Gun Pix?

Lake Geneva, Wis.—The public here
has become so accustomed to the noise
accompanying six-gun action pictures
that when a bomb exploded in the rear

of the Lake Geneva theater, some pa-
trons believed it to be a part of the
sound effects in connection with the« showing of "The Sea Hawk," while others
thought it to be a signal bomb used
here to exploit "Boom Town."
The bomb, which blew a whole in the

rear of the theater, was the third to
be released here in several weeks. Others
have gone off near a local hotel and
atop a tavern and police have been un-
able to determine the reason for them.

EQUITY COMPLAINT TO BE AMENDED
Will he Changed to Meet the Provisions of the Proposed

Consent Decree

Government officials are working
on amending the Equity suit com-
plaint against the eight majors with
a view to adapting the complaint
to the provisions of the proposed
consent decree, it was stated yester-
day. The decree calls for relief

which is broader in some respects
than that demanded by the original

complaint, Government attorneys

said. This necessitates a revamping
of the complaint so as to include
within its demands, a change in the
selling method and the establish-

ment of an arbitration system.
A further question faced by the

Government is whether to name the

three non-complying companies in

the same complaint as the Big Five,

(Continued on Page 6)

To Keep Nick-Weston

Jurors Together

St. Louis—Jury in Nick-Weston
trial was finally selected and sworn
in at 5:30 p.m. yesterday and on
motion of Judge Collet it was de-
cided to keep the 12 jurors and two
alternates together during the entire

trial of the case, a procedure not
used in the local Federal courts since

(Continued on Page 4)

GWTW Biz in London Up
As Aerial Blitz Grows

Business at the Ritz Theater,
London, on "Gone With the Wind"
was better last Saturday when the
full intensity of Nazi raids was in

progress than the previous Saturday
(Continued on Page 8)

Iowa-Neb. Exhibs.

Against Decree

Des Moines—Allied Theater Own-
ers of Iowa-Nebraska went on record
against the consent decree at a
meeting here with some 60 members
in attendance.
The exhibs. agreed the five-picture

selling plan would be disastrous and
suggested instead a minimum of 10

(Continued on Page 4)

Consider AMPP Division

For Major-Releasing Indies

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—A special committee

of which Harry M. Warner is chair-

man is considering plans to estab-

lish a division of the Association
(Continued on Page 5)

Sees Directors as B. O. Power
Develop "Creative Personalities'

7---Wyler

Du Mont Lab. Asking
Membership in RMA
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Allen B. DuMont

Laboratories, Inc., affiliated with
Paramount through the latter's stock
interest, has filed an application with
the Radio Manufacturers Association
for full membership, it was disclosed
by FCC Chairman James Lawrence

(Continued on Page 6)

A strong plea was voiced yester-
day by William Wyler, Hollywood
director, that producers and produc-
tion companies develop "creative
personalities" among the directors,

writers and other artists behind the
production scene as one method of

bolstering theater attendance. He
asserted that a check made by United
Artists on the attendance at "For-
eign Correspondent," currently at the

(Continued on Page 6)

Assistant Attorney General
Expects to Okay Consent
Proposals Without Change

Results of the exhibitor polls

on the acceptability of the pro-
posed consent decree in the
Government's equity suit will not
affect Assistant Attorney General
Thurman W. Arnold's decision on the
decree, responsible Government offi-

cials declared yesterday while haz-
arding a "guess" that Arnold will

approve the decree as it stands.
Officials discounted the importance

of the polls and stated that Govern-
ment lawyers were working on the
completion of the decree in its final

form so as not to lose time in the
event that Arnold approves.
James V. Hayes, Robert Sher and

(Continued on Page 8)

N. J. Allied Opposes

Juggling Admissions

First exhibitor organization to go
on record against increased admis-
sion prices for outstanding pictures
is Allied Theater Owners of New Jer-

sey which has passed a resolution

in which the practice is opposed.
At a special meeting last week,

New Jersey Allied protested to ma-
(Continued on Page 8)

"Blitzkrieg in Poland"
Okay in Chi., Not "Hall"

Chicago—"Pastor Hall," scheduled
to open tomorrow, has been banned
here by Lieut. Harry J. Costello of

the censor board who described the
(Continued on Page 6)

Three Holdovers Is

Springfield Record
Springfield, Mass.—For the first time

in this city's movie history, three the-
aters are holding over pictures for a

second week at the same time and two
at advanced prices.

"Boom Town" at Loew's-Poli is priced

at 45-60c against a regular price of
35-50. The same advance prices are

asked for "The Sea Hawk" at the Cap-
itol. The Bijou maintained its regular

price for "He Stayed for Breakfast."
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riNANCIAL
(Monday, Sept. 9)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 8 8 8 -f- %
Col. Picts. vtc. (2'/2 %) 5 5 5—y8

Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd.. 8% 8Vs 8Vs — Vs
East. Kodak 134y2 133 133 —2
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 261/2 15% 25% — %
do pfd
Paramount 6 5% 5% — Vn
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 8V2 8V2 8'/2 — %
Pathe Film 9Vs 8V2 8V2 — 7/8
RKO
20th Century-Fox
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd 81 81 81

Warner Bros 2% 2% 2% — '/8
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3V2 s46..103 103 103
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 '/4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45... 64y2 66 Vi
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 59 62 Vi

U. S. Agency Handles 13

Labor Disputes in Year

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Conciliation service

of the Labor Department disposed
of 13 labor disputes in the motion
picture industry for the fiscal year
ending June 30 last, Secretary Per-
kins reported. The 13 disputes in-
volved 24,344 workers, it was stated.
Situations other than labor disputes
involved six cases and 15 workers.

PASSES AT NEW
DETROIT HIGH

Four Features for Five Cents

Under Broder Offer

Detroit—Passes being- distributed

for the Times Square Theater set a

generosity high in the current battle

over multiple features and low
prices between that house and the
Loop.
Dubbed "Adults Courtesy

x
Pass,"

slips are good for one or more per-

sons any time, any day, to Sept. 15.

There is a service charge of 5c per
person. Pass recipients are being
invited to "come as late as 9 p.m.,

and see four complete features on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday
nite."

Jack Broder, manager of the
Times Square, took a 5 by 7 foot
blowup rom a letter written by Al
Schreiber of the Loop to Selznick
International, protesting the Times
Square policies, and is using it as a
sidewalk display. The house has
currently dropped triple features on
single change of bill.

Three Holdover Bills

In New Haven Houses

New Haven—Of the four down-
town first-runs, three hold over this
week . "Boom Town" and "The Lady
in Question" moved from the Loew-
Poli to the College, a advanced
prices. "The Sea Hawk" and "Call-
ing All Husbands," also playing at
advanced prices, stay on at the Roger
Sherman for a second week. "Rhythm
on the River" and "Queen of the
Mob" are held at the Paramount,
for an extra week. The only new
show is "Foreign Correspondent"
and "Captain Was a Lady" at the
Loew-P.oli.

Strauss, Loew Veteran,
Dead; Rites Tomorrow

Funeral services will be held to-
morrow for Sigmund Strauss, vet-
eran Loew manager, who died Sun-
day. Strauss had been manager of
a number of Loew theaters, his most
recent assignment having been at
the Palace, Brooklyn. He originally
was employed by Nicholas and Jo-
seph Sehenck many years ago at the
Star Music Hall, Fort George Park.

Services will be held at the Frank
Feenev Funeral Home, 1874 Broad-
way, Brooklyn. Burial is to be at
the Evergreen Cemetery.

First "Great Dictator"
Contract for Singapore

First exhibition deal for Charles
Chaplin's "The Great Dictator" was
completed at the week-end when Joe
Fischer, director of the Capitol The-
ater, Singapore, signed for the first-
run showing in his territory.

Chaplin signed the contract for
the producer and Arthur W. Kelly
for the distributor, United Artists.

Golden Off on Exchange
Swing After Coast Meets

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—After three days of

conferences with President W. Ray
Johnston and Howard Stubbins, Los
Angeles Monogram exchange mana-
ger, Edward Golden, sales chief,

leaves this week to round out his

tour of the Monogram exchanges.
Golden and Johnston conferred re-

garding exploitation campaigns on
"Queen of the Yukon," Charles Bick-
ford and Irene Rich picture; "Drums
of the Desert," a Paul Malvern pro-
duction, and a current Frankie Dar-
ro, "Up in the Air," produced by
Lindsley Parsons.

The sales head also stated that the
world premiere of "Queen of the
Yukon" will be held in the next 10

days at the Liberty Theater, Seattle,

also that the Jack London feature
had been set for a first-run at the
Orpheum in Portland. Fox West
Coast also booked the film for San
Francisco and around the northern
part of the state.

Special campaigns will be given
the picture on various books. Golden
has already covered 14 situations,

and before returning to New York,
plans to cover six or seven more key
cities.

English Trade Bodies
To Discuss Registration

London (Bv Air Mail)—A joint
meeting is planned for some time
this month bv the film trade organi-
zations, the CEA, NATKE, PEPMA,
Theatrical Managers' Ass'n and So-
ciety of West End Managers, to dis-

cuss the matter of registering all

available industry labor man-power
employed and unemployed, in the
event of a shortage due to the war.
Such a register would indicate where
available men could be found when a
present worker is called to the col-

ors. The matter will come up before
the General Council of the CEA to-
morrow.

Obiect of the personnel register
will have as much to do with the
post-war situation as with present
war conditions, it was stated by T.
O'Brien.

Hollywoodites to Attend
"Westerner" Premiere

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Among Hollywood

personalities who have signified
their intention to attend the pre-
miere of Samuel Goldwyn's UA pic-
ture, "The Westerner" at the Worth
and Hollywood Thpatprs in Ft.
Worth. Tex., on Sent. 19. are Sam-
uel Goldwvn and wife, Gary Cooper
and wife. Walter Brennan and wife.
William Wvler and wife. Jon Hall
and wife (Frances Langfordl. Doris
Davenport Bob Hope Ken Murray.
Forrest Tucker. Bruce Cabot and
Chill Will's in addition to renresenta-
tives of the press from many locali-
ties.

Three planes will carry the "first-
nighters" to Ft. Worth.

'

COminGandGOIIIG

BARNEY BALABAN, Paramount prexy, fli

to Kansas City today for the two-day distri

managers' meeting, tomorrow and Thursday,
set a policy on "Northwest Mounted Police."

Y. FRANK FREEMAN, studio production he; i

for Para., leaves the Coast today for the Kans ;

City huddle.

«HAROLD S. DUNN, Far Eastern manager!
Warners, has returned to the Coast after hor I

office huddles, sailing for Singapore in t
j

near future.

WILLIAM WYLER is at the Waldorf.

WILLIAM WALDHOLZ, head of distributi

for the FHA shorts department, has returned
New York after a five weeks' trip around t

country.

JOE PENNER is stopping at the Waldorf.
HARRY KALMINE, of Warners' Pittsbur

office, is at the Warwick for a few days.

CHARLES O'REILLY, chairman of the Moti
Picture Division of Democratic National Cor
mittee, arrives in Hollywood tomorrow to esta
lish Roosevelt headquarters in the film colo

there.

NEIL ACNEW, Paramount sales manag
leaves today for Kansas City. J. J. UNCER, I

S. KUSELL and ALEC MOSS, accompany him.

ROBERT GILLHAM and C. B. J. FRAWLEY Is

for Kansas City last night by plane. CHARL
REAGAN and OSCAR MORGAN, division mana
ers, also planed out, with Reagan stopping o

in Indianapolis and Morgan in St. Louis.

ADOLPH ZUKOR left yesterday for Kans
City.

W. H. ERBB, Boston district manager; H.
GOLDSTEIN, Cleveland; H. W. BRALY, Dalli

G. A. SMITH, Los Angeles; ALLEN USHE
Indianapolis; M. A. MILLIGAN, Toronto; a

the following exploitation men, CLINTON BO
TON, Atlanta; WILLIAM BROOKER, Philad<

ohia; DON CHAMBERS, Boston; J. M. JOIC
Cleveland; JACK DAILEY, Dallas; RALPH RA
ENSCROFT, Los Angeles; C. KRUEGER, Chicaj
and BILL LANSBURG, are also leaving their i

spective posts today for the Paramount hudt
in Kansas City.

WILLIAM F. RODCERS and H. M. RICH
return tomorrow from Chicago.

HAROLD HUBER leaves New York today 9
Springfield and Worcester, Mass., to appear
several radio broacasts.

ROBERT KOHN, operator of several forei

picture houses in New York, has returned fr<

the Coast.

BETTY BREWER, Paramount starlet, arriJ

here today from Hollywood.

FRED ALLEN is due in today from the Co;
by plane.

LUCILLE BALL and MAUREEN O'HARA li

New York yesterday for Buffalo to resume
personal appearance tour.

NATE J. BLUMBERC is here from the Coa;

CLIFFORD ODETS has arrived on the Co;

from New York.

J. J. NOLAN, RKO studio head, is here friij

Hollywood.

JOE E. BROWN returns to New York the \s

ter part of this month after season of sto

work in New England.

DOROTHY LAMOUR will fly to New Orle.

next week from the Coast.

EDDIE CANTOR arrives here today from t

Coast on the Manhattan.

;
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To Keep Nick-Weslon

Jurors Together

(Continued from Page 1)

the famous Egan Gang mail rob-
bery case some 20 years ago.
To expedite the trial, which is ex-

pected to take almost two weeks,
Judge Collet is extending court
hours to include from 9:30 a.m. to

6 p.m. daily.

Each juror had been asked before
being selected whether he was ac-

quainted with or related to either
of the defendants or their counsel
and as to their knowledge of the
case. Judge Collet also inquired
carefully into their union labor af-

filiations, if any, whether they em-
ployed four or more persons or had
any experience with the NLRB. An-
other unusual question put to the
jurors was whether they had studied
law. Apparently this was intended
to see if they might have too tech-
nical knowledge about either the
Sherman Anti-Trust act or the so-

called anti-racketeering act.

The names of all the witnesses
on Government motions are being
suppressed, but among those called

by the Government are many local

theater owners and managers, proj-

ectionists and film exchange manag-
ers and employes. Counsel for the

defense questioned the jurors as to

their acquaintanceship with some of

those they believed would be used
as witnesses for the Government.
To counteract this move attorneys

for the Government then asked the

veniremen if they knew such per-

sons as "Dang Dang" Mooney,
"Rags" Callahan, Elmer Dowling,
"Putty Nose" Brady, "Babs" Moran
and Isadore Londe, all friends of

the defendants and some prominent
in gangster land.

Early September Business

30% Ahead in Cleveland

(Continued from Page 1)

skyrocketed business and "I Love
You Again" topped all previous rec-

ords for a fourth week at Loew's
Stillman.
Mickey Rooney opened with his

show Thursday at Loew's State The-
ater to the biggest attendance in

the history of the house, breaking
the opening day mark, established in

1936 by Jack Benny.

E L E C A * '
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Lily Damita
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T T
• • • THERE'S always something new in New Rochelle

if for no other reason than that Paul Terry hatches his famous

Terrytoons there As many as eight short subjects are oft in

some stage of production simultaneously in the Terry plant

and sometimes the total hits nine if you want to count the polish-

ing-up of an incipient script Yes'day, this comer dropped in to

visit Professor Paul's bailiwick and found him and his creative

cohorts working at full steam on the 1940-41 line-up which

will mark the first year of a second decade of Terrytoons

T T
• • • VIRTUALLY everybody in filmland at one time

or another since the duel of duals began has offered

some kinda solution aimed at gettin' rid of the darn things

so with apologies to none and charity toward all ,

we hold that the ditching of duals would be appreciably aided

were exhibs. to lamp at first hand the tremendous

amount of genius and effort put into animated cartoon sub-

jects by their clever and enthusiastic fashioners A stem

to stern inspection of the Terry factory would go a long,

long way toward converting theatermen everywhere

to granting deserved playing-time to shorts

T T T
• • • Just recently have come out of Prof. Terry's factory of fun

such subjects as "Billy Mouse's Akwakade/' "The Lucky Duck,"

"Club Life in the Stone Age," and "How Wet Was My Ocean"

and en route are "Touchdown Demons," "Landing of the Pilgrims,"

"Happy Hunting Grounds," "Plane Goofy" and "The Magic Pencil"

and yes'day we saw in work a slick subject anent a snow-man

We mention the latter with reverence because in watching

it go through the animation mill we were astonished at how real

the world of unreality is to the Terry band of artists and that elo-

quently explains why the Terrytoons are so packed with pleasantries

A second reason is that amusing ideas increase like rabbits

in the Terry hutch because every member of the staff is encouraged

in the fine art of artistic teamwork It couldn't be otherwise

in an organization headed by a man who won success on the pre-

cept: "To succeed is to create"

T T
9 9% AMPA'S prexy, Leon Bamberger, clarions that

Jules Zeigler has been appointed to the association's board to

succeed Lou Lifton who's en route to Hollywood. . . 9 One o' the

social features of the young season hereabouts will be the

cocktail party hosted this p.m. in the Radio City Music Hall's

studio apartment by Gus Eyssell for Martha Scott, Frank

Lloyd and Sidney Buchman star, director, writer, respective-

ly of Columbia's "The Howards of Virginia"

T T
• • • AN open letter to those "unlucky partners" the Messrs.

Fairway & Green: Dear Divots— 'Tis said that no man is in-

dispensable but you'll be positively irreplaceable on the

courses of the Old Oaks Country Club. Purchase, N. Y„ and the Phil-

mont Country Club, Philadelphia by the time the present week is

out for the Annual Warner Club Tourney is at the former scene on

Thursday and the Exhibitor-Variety Club battle is set for the latter

pastures on Friday Wot those fillum industry club swingers are

gonna do to you, dear li'l divots, is pitiful But what th'hell —
it's better to have divot-ed and lost than never to have divot-ed at

all

Tuesday, September 10, 1940*

Crescent Answer

Denies Control

(Continued from Page 1)

Amusement, Inc., and with Musch
Shoals Theaters, Inc., is denied t(

the extent of operation and control
Admitting only that Tony Suds

kum and, in some case, his associate
Casey Stengel, own "50 per cen
voting stock" in the various con;
cerns, Crescent company denies th<

existence of Muscle Shoals Theaters I

Inc., but admits that there is a parti

nership known as Muscle Shoal
Theaters.

In the answer filed here, Crescen
and other defendants, including 1

distributors, ask the dismissal o

the suit, denying the following Gov 1

ernment charges:
"That for five years the defen

dant exhibitors continuously com
bined with each other and with eac
of the defendant distributors unrea
sonably to restrain interstate trad
and commerce in motion pictur 1

films and to monopolize and to at

tempt to monopolize the exhibitio

of motion pictures and the operatio
of motion picture theaters in th

!

Crescent towns and in other town
in Tennessee, Alabama, Kentucky
Arkansas and Mississippi in viola

tion of sections 1 and 2 of the Shei
man Act."
The actual hearing on the suit i

expected at an early date.

<l

Iowa-Nebraska Exhibs.
Against Consent Decree

(Continued from Page 1)

per cent, 15 per cent and 20 per cer

cancellation from the full annus
feature output be adopted.

Operators also said that free sho -

and portable circuit competition :

rapidly becoming extremely unfa:

to organized theaters, costing thei

thousands of dollars annually in th:

trade territory. They agreed ths.

the exhibitor should take care of th
.

situation in his contract by providin

for protection against such practic'

The association also agreed the

under existing business conditio!

distributors are asking unreasonab' I

price terms in this territory whic.

the exhibitors cannot meet. Menj
bers present at the meeting believe '•

they should not buy until they ca'

receive a fair deal.

It was also suggested that the e:

hibitors should give reasonable c>

operation to Allied's informatic

department.

See Detroit Boom
As "6 Months" Off

Detroit
—

"There will definitely be a

boom in Detroit, but it will be six

months or a year before we get any sub-

stantial benefit from the armaments
contracts," Earl Hudson, president of

the United Detroit Theaters, told THE
FILM DAILY.

"I have talked with leading business

executives," Hudson said, "and they all

agree. There is a lot of work for the

tool and die makers right now, but not

so much for the bulk of workers."
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"Wyoming
Wallace Beery, Leo Carrillo,

Ann Rutherford

89 Mins.

beery at his best in lavishly

Runted western which should
5b OVER well with all types of

AUDIENCES.

Made to order for Wallace Beery, Metro's

western bad man wallows in a nice juicy

ole in this release, brawling, grimacing,

isplaying a heart of gold and shooting the

illains with unerring aim. As entertain-

ment for audiences generally the picture

ills the bill. As an offering for the west-

ern trade, it will do handsomely. Everything

ut Beery's contract has been thrown into

he picture's general action; with Indians,

-uster and his cavalry, a villainous bunch

•f land-grabbing, cattle-rustling bad men,
un fighting galore, murder, revenge, ro-

lance, drama, comedy, pathos and a few

dds and ends rolled up in the one parcel.

The outdoor locations used are splendid,

llyde DeVinna's photography is top notch,

ichard Thorpe's direction is smooth and

;
asy, and the entire cast is fine. How-
ver, the picture bogs down in several

laces where the screenplay dawdles along

i scenes that are too long. But audiences

II overlook these items as there is more

lian a sufficiency of everything else to

ffset the script's mechanical faults.

Particularly good in supporting roles are

larjorie Main, Bobs Watson, Henry Trav-

rs and Leo Carrillo. Miss Rutherford,

oseph Calleia, Lee Bowman and Paul

"elly strengthen the cast considerably.

Beery and Carrillo are robbing trains in

Missouri when the cavalry makes things

ot for them. Carrillo double-crosses

eery and takes his horse in the exodus,

.eery meets up with Addison Richards and

ails along with him to Wyoming where

e steals Richard's horse and pack when
_ 'hey get near Richards' ranch. However,

ichards is murdered by Calleia's gang and

eery turns soft hearted to protect Miss

urherford and Bobs Watson, Richard's

hildren and takes the side of the honest

inchers. He cleans up things in his own

ishion, with lots of comedy and action

iterspersed in the doing. Carrillo also

nows up and makes amends with his old

al in an amusing scene.

CAST: Walllace Beery, Leo Carrillo, Ann
therford, Lee Bowman, Joseph Calleia,

obs Watson, Paul Kelly, Marjorie Main,

jenry Travers, Addison Richards.

CREDITS: Producer, Milton Bren; Direc-

r, R ; chard Thorpe; Screenplay, Jack Jevne

id Hugo Butler; Original story, Jack

jvne; Cameraman, Clyde DeVinna; Editor,

H
obert J. Kern.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
<cellent

"Dreaming Out Loud"
with Lum and Abner (Chester Lauck,

Norris Goff)

RKO Radio-Voco 81 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)
RURAL DRAMA WITH FAVORITE RA-

DIO TEAM SHOULD SCORE HEAVIEST IN

SMALL TOWNS.

Chester Lauck and Norris Goff (Lum and

Abner of radio fame) should please their

particular fan following with this visual

opportunity presented to them in the radio

team's first motion picture. Their rural

type of philosophy, their innate kindliness

and protective community spirit, the Pine

Ridge background which is part and parcel

of this "made-to-order" original story by

Barry Trivers and Robert D. Andrews, will

prove good box office in rural communities
and satisfactory as a supporting feature in

other spots.

Harold Young makes the most of a na-

turally slow-paced story of the duo's en-

deavoring to aid the village citizenry. As
proprietors of the village store, they are

cognizant of the problems of the com-
munity's citizens, endeavoring in their own
inimitable way to aid each. The tracking

down of a hit-and-run driver, straightening

out the entanglements of love, the rehabili-

tation of the town drunk, securing a mobile

hospital unit for Pine Ridge keeps the story

moving with only occasional spots of length-

iness.

Frank Craven, as a county doctor, turns

in a fine performance, as does Frances Lang-

ford and the personable Robert Wilcox.

Miss Langford sings beautifully Sam Cos-
low's theme song "Dreaming Out Loud."

Notable in supports are Bobs Watson, Clara

Blandick, Donald Briggs, Irving Bacon, Rob-

ert McKenzie, Troy Brown, Jr., and a fine bit

by Sheila Sheldon. Phil Harris contributes

an all too short scene as a fast-talking

salesman.

Co-producers Jack Votion and Sam Cos-

low turned out a creditable picture. How-
ard J. Green collaborated with Barry Trivers

and Robert D. Andrews on the screenplay.

CAST: Chester Lauck, Norris Goff, Fran-

ces Langford, Frank Craven, Bobs Watson,
Irving Bacon, Clara Blandick, Robert Wil-
cox, Donald Briggs, Robert McKenzie, Phil

Harris, Sheila Sheldon, Troy Brown, Jr.

CREDITS: Producers, Jack Votion and

Sam Coslow; Director, Harold Young; Au-
thors, Barry Trivers and Robert D. Andrews;
Screenplay, Howard J. Green, Barry Trivers,

Robert D. Andrews; Cameraman, Phillip Tan-
nura; Production Manager, Ben Hersh; Edi-

tor, Otto Ludwig; Art Director, Bernard

Herzbrun; Musical Director, Lud Gluskin;

Scored by Lucien Moraweck; Song by Sam
Coslow.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Josta Rica Bans Metro's
•ix; Nazis Were Offended

Censorship in Costa Rica was ex-

rcised last week-end when the

I-G-M picture, "The Fatal Hour,"

| 'as hanned at the request of the
erman legation which asserted that

le picture's theme was "offensive
,i Germans."

Consider AMPP Division
For Major-Releasing Indies

{Continued from Page 1)

of Motion Picture Producers which
would embrace independent produc-
ers releasing through major compa-
nies.

For some time these producers
have been seeking a voice in labor
negotiations and other problems af-

fecting industry as a whole.

"Three Men From
Texas

with William Boyd, Russell Hayden,

Andy Clyde

Paramount-Harry Sherman 70 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)
ENTERTAINMENT THAT WILL SATISFY

ANY AUDIENCE IN THIS APEX OF THE
HOPALONG CASSIDY SERIES.

The apex of the Bill Boyd "Hopalong Cas-

sidy" series could well apply to this latest

Sherman production. The beauteous moun-
tain backgrounds, the soul-satiating "feel"

of the terrain with its natural sounds of

birds, a close-by waterfall, the now ex-

pected brillliance of Russell Harlan's pho-

tography, a straight-line story with an early

Cal.fornia setting, doubly effective in its

very simplicity, and a convincing hero, well

supported by an excellent cast, all com-
bine to provide entertainment that will

satisfy any audience.

Separated from his bosom pal Lucky

(Russell Hayden) when he refuses to go to

California, Cassidy (William Boyd) soon be-

comes involved in tracking down a gang of

rustler-killers that leads him to the side

of Lucky. Together, assisted by the gangs'

former cook "California," (Andy Clyde)

as comical a character as ever rode in the

old West, they arouse the citizenry, fight

it out with the land-grabbing killers and

bring law and order into California.

Bill Boyd's masterful portrayal of "Hopa-

long" leaves nothing but more of the same

to be desired. Russell Hayden's constant

improvement is marked. Esther Estrella, in

her first screen appearance, plays capably

an all too short romantic role. Andy Clyde

creates an outstanding comedy-character

that should find great favor with the series'

tans. Thornton Edwards is deserving of a

full measure of praise for his portrayal, as

is Morris Ankrum.
Direction by Lesley Selander shows his

usual smooth - paced capability. The
screenplay, based on Clarence E. Mulford's

characters, by Norton S. Parker, Victor

Young's inspired musical score, Lewis J.

Rachmil's art direction, Harry Sherman's

supervision, assisted by Jos. W. Engel, col-

lectively are responsible for another out-

standing picture.

CAST: William Boyd, Russell Hayden.

Andy Clyde, Morris Ankrum, Thornton Ed-

wards, Esther Estrella, Morgan Wallace,

Davison Clark, Dick Curtis, George Lollier,

Glenn Strange, Neyl Marx.

CREDITS: Producer, Harry Sherman; As-

sociate Producer, Jos. W. Engel; Director,

Lesley Selander; Based on characters created

by Clarence E. Mulford; Screenplay, Norton

S. Parker; Cameraman, Russell Harlan, ASC;
Art Director, Lewis J. Rachmil; Supervising

Editor, Sherman A. Rose; Editor, Carrol

Lewis; Musical Score, Victor Young.

DIRECTION, Splendid. PHOTOGRA-
PHY, Brilliant.

Benny Negrin's Mother Dies

Funeral services were held on Sun-
day at Kingsbridge Heights Center
for Mrs. Rebecca Negrin, 72, mother
of Benny Negrin, projectionist at the
Paramount home office. Mrs. Negrin
died at her home, 2728 Webb Ave.,
Bronx, on Friday. Interment was in

Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Long Island.

"Rainbow Over the
Range"

with Tex Ritter, Warner Richmond
Monogram 62 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)
STRAIGHT - FROM - THE - SHOULDER

WESTERN SHOULD CLICK SOLIDLY WITH
RITTER FANS.

Edward Finney has turned in a "straight-

from-the-shoulder" western that will

please Tex Ritter fans. Fast-riding, cattle

rustling, straightshooting, mixed with hard

fighting, all set against a fine Arizona

scenic background, rounded out with several

pleasing vocal numbers by Ritter, plus an

added romantic situation, make this picture

complete.

U. S. Marshal Ritter and his side-kick

Slim Andrews arrive to quell the rustling

of horses to be delivered for Cavalry use.

Finding the school about to be closed by the

leading citizen, who secretly is the rustler,

Ritter fights his way through a maze of

circumstances, keeps the matters satisfac-

tory all around.

Direction by Al Herman keeps the pace

fast. Marcel A. LePicard's photography

shows to advantage. Rolland Lynch, Robert

Emmet and Roger Merton wrote the screen-

play. Musical director, Frank Sanucci,

scored the incidental music. Art Wilcox

and his Arizona Rangers provide well, some
background songs.

CAST: Tex Ritter, Warner Richmond, Jim

Pierce, Dorothy Ray, Chuck Morrison, Den-

nis Moore, Slim Andrews, Steve Lorber.

CREDITS: Producer, Edward Finney; Di-

rector, All Herman; Screenplay, Rolland

Lynch, Robert Emmett and Roger Merton;

Cameraman, Marcel A. LePicard; Music by

Art Wilcox and his Arizona Rangers; Mu-
sical Director, Frank Sanucci.

DIRECTION, Fast-paced. PHOTOGRA-
PHY, Very Good.

Robinson's Radio Program
Applauded by 550 Exhibs.

West Coast Bureau of_ THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Attitude of many mo-

tion picture theater operators in the
old controversy as to whether ap-
pearance of film stars on the air is

injurious to b.-o. receipts is indicated
by the fact that Edward G. Robinson
has received more than 550 letters

from exhibitors applauding his asso-
ciation with the "Big Town" pro-
gram.

Taking issue with opinions ex-
pressed in some film quarters, these
theatermen chorus that Robinson's
radio work has built up his personal
popularity with their patrons. Many
of them report that in their exploi-
tation and publicity campaigns they
are tying in Robinson and his "Big
Town" program.

The letters have been received
since the "Big Town" show began
its Summer recess last July. It

resumes on Wednesday, Oct. 9, with
Ruthrauff & Ryan handling the pro-
duction.

-

Mrs George Berger Dies

Detroit—Mrs. George S. Berger,
52, whose husband is auditor for the
Butterfield Circuit, is dead.
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DuMonl Lab. Asking

Membership in RMA
{Continued from Page 1)

Fly at a press conference yester-
day.
Fly told newspaper men that he

had heard reports to that effect. A
check with RMA headquarters later
confirmed that the DuMont applica-
tion had been received, and was
awaiting Association approval.

Fly described as "highly encourag-
ing" the work thus far done by the
National Television Standards Com-
mittee, and stated that the Commis-
sion itself was considering a plan by
which each of its members could visit

the various television experimental
laboratories.

It was disclosed that the NTS
Committee would visit the CBS labs,

today to view color television. Com-
missioner George Henry Payne and
E. K. Jett, chief engineer of the
FCC, are also expected to be present.

Fly expressed his own interest in

DuMont's experiments with the re-
tentative tube and RCA's with
lineage.

As to commercial tele, Fly ex-
pressed the hope that engineering
opinion would soon reach an agree-
ment which would make commercial-
ized standards for tele possible.

"Blitzkrieg in Poland'
Okay in Chi., Not "Hall'

{Continued from Page 1)

picture as being of "an exceedingly
controversial nature."

Lieut, Costello said he was exer-
cising his power under a section of
the statute which bars films "tend-
ing to attack any particular class or
race."

Local dailies are front-paging the
fact that "Pastor Hall" was banned
while "Blitzkrieg in Poland" was
approved and is being shown at the
Little German Theater here.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—James Roosevelt an-

nounced he would take steps to learn
why "Pastor Hall" was banned in'

Chicago. The picture was to have
opened at the Apollo this week.
Lieutenant Costello of Chicago stated
it was highly controversial. Roose-
velt believes the ban is due to poli-

tical reasons and too much opposi-
tion from Germans and Italians and
will fight it.

Gibraltar Theaters
Ignore Bombardment

Gibraltar (By Air Mail)—Inter-
mittent bombardment of The Rock
is not interfering with exhibition
here, theaters operating normally.
Exhibs. report a heavy Spanish trade
from the other side of the line, in-

cluding Spanish officials. Latter are
especially interested in American
and English newsreels. Curfew is

11 p.m.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

EDWARD KILLY. Director. Born, Jan. 12, 1903, Danbury, Conn. Educated,
*- Danbury public schools and Stevens Institute, Jersey City. Worked in

labor departments as grip boy and props at FBO.
Was assistant to George Cukor, Herbert Brenon,

Gregory La Cava, Richard Boleslawski, William
A. Seiter and others. Co-directed for RKO.
Now directing for RKO. Among the numerous
stars and featured players he has directed are

George O'Brien, Guy Kibbee, Tjm Holt, Fred

Stone, Gertrude Michael, Helen Broderick,

Jimmy Gleason, Gene Raymond, Andy Devine,

Tom Brown and Virginia Weidler. Entire picture

career has been spent on the Gower Street lot,

where he started in the labor department in

1923. Hobbies, making pictures. Height, 5', 8.

Hair, black. Eyes, brown.

Sees Directors as B. O. Power
Develop "Creative Personalities

//--Wyler
(.Continued from Page 1)

Rivoli here, had shown that approxi-
mately 25 per cent of the people
who had paid admissions had done
so because it was an Alfred Hitch-
cock-directed picture.

He argued that such personalities,
although they can never compete in
"draw" value with big star names,
would nevertheless in many cases
develop a personal following that
might boost revenue for any picture
with which any particular personal-
ity might be connected. He stated
that he believed Hitchcock's name
in connection with the new Walter
Wanger-UA release would definitely
help the attendance every place.
Added "Drawing Power as "Velvet"

Continuing on this theme, he point-
ed out that certainly publicity build-
ups for well nown creative artists,
providing their work proved their
ability, could not harm the drawing
power of big stars, and any addi-
tional following they brought in to
see a picture would be that much
"velvet."

Wyler scored producers for not
publicizing well known creative ar-
tists and cited John Ford, Frank
Capra, Ernst Lubitsch and several
other directors as being good box-
office potentialities in their own way.
However, he loudly praised Walter
Wanger for his direct orders to
United Artists to thoroughly public-
ize Hitchcock in connection with
"Foreign Correspondent," and said
that Wanger had also ordered a
buildup for John Ford in connection
with his forthcoming "The Long
Voyage Home."
He remarked that most producers

seldom had directors under contract
for any great length of time, and
therefore took the attitude that any
publicity for the directors would be
wasted effort. He stressed the fact

that this is a short-sighted attitude
as any publicity for a good director
would benefit the entire industry
wherever he worked, and that in

all likelihood, the director would
again work for the first producer and
a cumulative publicity campaign
over a period of time would have en-
hanced the man's drawing power at
the box office considerably by that
time.

Sees Definite Market
He expressed the opinion that on

the basis of the UA check in con-
nection with Hitchcock, that there
can be little doubt but that there is a
definite market among the fans for
creative artists. He cited the tre-
mendous followings of Rene Clair
and Julien Duvivier in France as
illustrations of his point.
Wyler, who has just finished a di-

rectorial job at Warners where he
megaphoned Bette Davis in "The
Letter," expects to remain here for
about another week before returning
to the Coast. He expects to direct
"The Little Foxes" for Samuel Gold-
wyn, to whom he is under contract,
when Goldwyn puts the picture into
production next year. It is now ten-
tatively slated for a February start-
ing date.

In the meantime, he is considering
two other directorial jobs, one of
which he will take in the near fu-
ture. He may direct "Sergeant
York" for Warners. Gary Cooper
and Walter Brennan are slated for
the Warner picture, he said. Bette
Davis is expected to play the lead
in "The Little Foxes" for Goldwyn
in return for the loan of Cooper and
himself, he said.

Equity Complaint

To be Amended
(Continued from Page 1)

or to plead separately against the
"Little Three"—UA, Universal and
Columbia. In all events, it was
explained, the "Little Three" must
be served with a new complaint
which will confine itself to a demanc^
for a decree regulating the sale of
pictures by them. Trial of the
suit against the "Little Three" is

expected to start in the Spring of
1941.

West Coast Studios Send
Eleven Into Production

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Samuel Goldwyn has

obtained the loan of Bette Davis
from Warner Bros, to appear in
"The Little Foxes."

Vernon Scott Seriously 111

Johnstown, Pa.—Vernon F. Scott,
who operates the Scott Circuit com-
prised of some 20 theaters, is seri-
ously ill from pneumonia at the
Lee Homeopathic Hospital here.

Coller in Mohawk Deal
Julius Coller, North Star Pictures,

Inc., Shakopee, Minn., has secured
Mohawk Film group of 19 features
for the Minnesota, North and South
Dakota territory.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood— Eleven pictures are

slated to go before the cameras this

week.
At Columbia: "This Thing Called

Love," co-starring Cary Grant and
Rosalind Russell; "The Roundup,"
starring Bill Elliott.

At M-G-M: "Fighting Sons," star-
ring Jackie Cooper with Gene Rey-
nolds, Ian Hunter, Bonita Granville,
June Preisser and Edward Ashley;
sixth of the "Dr. Kildare" pictures,
with Lew Ayres, Lionel Barrymore,
Robert Young and Laraine Day.
At RKO: Stephens-Lang Produc-

tion, "Remedy for Riches," starring
Jean Hersholt, Dorothy Lovett, Ed-
gar Kennedy, Billy Gilbert, Renie
Riano.
At 20th Century-Fox: "Romance

of the Rio Grande," starring Cesar
Romero with Gilbert Roland, Aldrich
Bowker and Joseph McDonald; "Gol-
den Hoofs," starring Jane Withers.
At Universal: "The Bank Dick,"

starring W. C. Fields; "Streets of
Cairo," with Sigrid Gurie, Barbara
O'Neil, Ralph Byrd and Eddie Quil-
lan.

At Republic: "Melody Ranch,"
starring Gene Autry with Ann Mil-
ler, Jimmy Durante, George "Gabby"
Hayes and Mary Lee.
At Monogram: "The 01' Swimmin'

Hole," with Marcia Mae Jones,
Jackie Moran and George Cleveland.

$1.65-$1.10 to be Scale
For Premiere of "Rockne"

South Bend, Ind. — Warners'
"Knute Rockne-All American" opens
at the Colfax, Palace and State The-
aters the night of Oct. 4, with all

houses scaled at $1.10-$1.65. Pro-
gram tied in will run from Sept. 29-

Oct. 5 and is expected to bring 250,-

000 visitors here. Hollywood con-
tingent attending will include Pat
O'Brien, Gale Page, Ronald Regan
and Donald Crisp.

Following the pattern set with
"The Fighting 69th," premiere will

be marked by a series of dinners
across the country, but this time
they'll be held by Notre Dame alumni
clubs rather than by veteran groups.

Opera to Replace Films
Havana (By Air Mail)—Auditori-

um drops its film policy the first

week in October for a grand opera
season.



THEIR versatility, backed by unvarying

dependability, makes the use of Eastman
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U.S. Lawyers Hold Exhibs. Can't Enjoin Decree
And It'll Be Up to Judge
Goddard If He Cares
To Hear Views on Terms

(.Continued from Page 1)

Robert L. Wright, special assistants
to the Attorney General, conferred
yesterday with representatives of
the five majors on formulating- the
necessarily complex rules governing
arbitration. These conferences will

continue from day to day until com-
pletion of the work. Hayes is leav-
ing on his vacation and Sher and
Wright will attend the scheduled
meetings.

Attorney General Robert Jack-
son will give a careful consid-
eration to the decree, it was
stated, and the usual perfunc-
tory approval is not expected.
Officials pointed out that Jackson
headed the anti-trust division

when the original investigation
of the film industry was ordered
and that he has taken an active
interest in the suit from its in-

ception.

The Government will invite the
exhibitors to state their views be-
fore Federal Judge Henry W. God-
dard on Oct. 7 when the decree will

be presented to him if approved by
the Government. However, it will

remain with Judge Goddard to de-

cide whether he will hear the exhibi-

tors or rule that their opinion play
no part in the proceedings.

The right to bring injunction
suits to restrain enforcement of

the decree is not open to exhibi-

tors, Government lawyers claim,

because these exhibitors are not

parties to the suit and have
no standing in Court.
Hayes yesterday pointed out that

the escape clause places the burden
upon the Government to prove the

illegality of the present system of

block-booking: and blind-selling, and
that if the Government fails to win
its suit against the "Little Three"
it will be because of a judicial rul-

ing that this selling method is valid.

Moreover, the "Little Three" will

be able to introduce evidence as to

the practicability of the new decree

since it will have at hand evidence

of its results in operation. In this

way, the Court will have before it

the decree in operation and may
make its decision accordingly.

Kuykendall Sees Exhibitor
Opposition Killing Decree
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Ed Kuykendall,

MPTOA prexy, told The Film Daily
last night he did not believe the

proposed consent decree would ever
become effective in view of opposi-

tion from 98 per cent of the coun-
try's exhibitors. Kuykendall is in

Washington regarding the decree
but said he could not disclose his

present activities, beyond the fact
that he is waging a vigorous cam-
paign against the decree.
Commenting on a report from San

Francisco that Dr. Ray Lyman Wil-

Subterranean London Newsreel Theaters
Scorn Nazi Raids, Continue to Operate

London (By Cable)—Desperate as may be the Nazi aerial blitzkrieg and heavy as
may be its toll in dead and wounded, not all London exhibition has been halted by
the city's terrific bombing during the last 72 hours. Many houses are closed, but news-
reel theaters have gone subterranean, and are continuing to operate. Patrons thus com-
bine "safety first" with films.

The aerial blitzkrieg yesterday brought the closing, indefinitely, of seven city and
suburban theaters, including the Hip, Palladium Holborn, Empire, Finsbury Park Empire,
Startford Empire, New Cross Empire and Penge Empire.

N. J. Allied Opposes

Juggling Admissions

(Continued from Page 1)

jor company sales managers against
requiring or requesting subsequent-
run exhibitors to advance prices on
certain percentage pictures and listed

its objections as follows:
A. Jugglling admissions has been

found to be injurious.
B. Policy tends to convey the im-

pression that all other pictures are
inferior.

C. Practice causes patrons to

break their habit of going to shows.
D. Patrons are accustomed to

standardized prices and know what
they will have to spend when they
leave home, thereby causing resent-

ment when they have to pay a higher
price.

E. Admission tax already has
caused an added burden to the low-
income patron.

F. It damages the theater's good
will, considered an exhibitor's great-

est asset.

G. Plan causes grosses to drop
after the increased price attraction.

H. Practice takes away "one of

the few remaining rights of the ex-

hibitor to run his own business,

that of setting his price scale."

Metro Pix for Criterion

Metro's "We Who Are Young" and
not Warners' "We Are Not Alone"
is the Criterion's underlined attrac-

tion. This corrects yesterday's

Broadway Parade listing.

Herman Alwes Dead
Eureka Springs, Ark. — Herman

Alwes, 72. owner of the Commodore
Theater, died at his home.

rriirr

bur, president of the Motion Picture

Research Council, has asked Attor-

ney General Jackson not to let the

decree go through as written be-

cause it condones block-booking, the

MPTOA prexy said.

"The report of Dr. Wilbur's oppo-
sition merely sustains what I've said

right along. Not only does the de-

cree continue block-booking, but it

puts it in its most vicious form.
Conditions at present may not be
satisfactory but they are certainly

better than the proposed settlement
contemplates." Kuykendall stated
that the country's exhibitors will

fight the decree's adoption in court,

when and if it is presented for ap-
proval.

U" Third Quarter

Profit Up $530,385

(Continued from Page 1)

27 amounted to $780,802, compared
with $250,417 for the same 13 weeks
last year and a net loss of $184,964
in the third quarter of 1938. All
sterling balances included in the
latest earnings are taken in at the
official rate.

Net earnings for the 39 weeks
ended July 27, 1940, on the same ba-
sis amounted to $2,161,804, as com-
pared with $989,995 in the 39 weeks
ended July 29, 1939, Cowdin said.

Two years ago in the correspond-
ing period the company experienced
a net loss of $773,247.
Cowdin revealed that the special

amortization reserve, which was es-

tablished in the first quarter at

$5,000 a week and subsequently in-

creased to $8,000, had been increased
to $10,000 a week retroactive to the
start of the company's fiscal year.

He explained that this action was
taken because of the unsettlement
of world markets.
After provision for this reserve

of $10,000 a week, amounting to

$390,000 for the period, net earn-

ings for the 39 weeks ended July 27,

last, before Federal income taxes,

were $1,771,804.

"U's" board meets Thursday.

I-I Will Protect Jobs
Of Men Called to Arms

Chicago — Indiana-Illinois circuit

will protect jobs of employes called

for service under the National De-
fense regulations, it is announced
by Jack Rose, the circuit prexy.
Rose also announced the follow-

ing personnel changes: Howard Sex^
ton, named manager of the Vogue
theater, East Chicago; Carl Keech,
promoted to manager of the Vic the-

ater at Indiana Harbor; Murray
Ross advanced to the Forsyth the-

ater, East Chicago, and Willi Born,
named manager of the Capitol the-
ater at Whiting, Ind.

GWTW Biz in London Up
As Aerial Blitz Grows

(Continued from Page 1)

when the blitzkreig was compara-
tively milder, cable advices to

Metro's home office yesterday af-

firmed.

HCLLTWCCD
SHEARING--

By RALPH WILK

HOLLYWOQ
LIARRY JOE BROWN, associate product

' at 20th Century-Fox, returns to hj

desk next week after a month's vacation
which time he made a trip East to pick i

his wife, Sally Eilers, who has been appea
ing in summer stock. Brown will imme'i
iately start work on "Western Union i

Technicolor special which goes before tl

cameras Sept. 16, following that he w
do "Wild Geese Calling," "Down to tl

Sea in Ships" and "Lucky Baldwin."

• •
JAMES ROOSEVELT has postponed "P
** O' Gold," which was supposed to ha
started on Oct. 1, and the new date s

is Nov. 21. Postponement of the pictu
is due to fact that director George Ma
shall, who recently underwent a maj
operation, will not be able to resume wo
for a few weeks yet.

• •
TWENTIETH Century-Fox has sign* 1

Charles "Buddy" Rogers for the male le. I

in "Golden Hoofs" and has an option on h I

services on a long-term contract. Roge 1

has disbanded his ork that he had out f ]
seven years.

• •
JOHN D. GREENE has completed a movj
** original "The Building of the AlaskJ
Railroad" which is making the rounds
the studios. One of the studios has shov
definite interest in the script.

IXATE SMITH will move her entire rad
'^ troupe with her manager, Ted Collin

to South Bend to do an hour's broadca
tieing up with celebration of National Knu
Rockne Week, highlight of which is tl

world premiere of Warners' film, "Knul
Rockne—All American." in three Sout,

Bend theaters.

Program will be broadcast over CBS ne
work of 102 stations on Friday, Oct. 4. Mi
Smith will do a repeat broadcast for tl

Pacific Coast stations. Pat O'Brien, wl
plays Rockne in the picture, Gale Pag
Ronald Reagan and Donald CrisD, oth<

players in the cast, as well as Rockne
widow, Mrs. Bonnie Rockne, and Elnv

Layden, present Notre Dame football coac

will appear on the show. The Notre Dan-

Glee Club and Notre Dame Choir also w
be heard.

LjOLLYWOOD postmen evidently read tl

' ' drama sections. Jack Oakie receive

a fan letter at 20th Century-Fox, addresse

to Signor Napollony, Hollywood, the chai

a<-ter he portrays in Chaplin's "The Gre,

Dictator.

• •
TDDIE SUTHERLAND has added tf

*™ Alamo Singers to his "Caribbe;

Nights" cast for Universal Droductioi

GrouD. formerly of Stanford University

choral club, recently completed • concei

tour.



M I

'

I"' 1*1 I ) I J •

2 H W 44TH ST

Intimate in Character
International in Scope
Independent in Thought

F\le CopyDO NaT F?crl

The Daily Newipapat
Of Motion Picture!
Twenty-Two Yean Old

!<»pL 78, NO. 51 NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. 1940 TEN CENTS

MPTOA SAID PINNINGJiOPES ONJACKSON
Bar Ass'n Com. Backs Industry Copyright Fight
enate Bill's New Defini-

on of an Author Opposed
i Report by Majority

i,

i Philadelphia—The film industry's
"'• ^position to a proposed change in
' ie definition of an author contained
V Senate Bill 3034 now pending in

ie U. S. Senate finds backing in the

•port of the Committee on Copy-
ghts of the Section of Patent,

Ie Mark and Copyright law, sub-

ted to the American Bar Asso-
ion annual meeting here.

. The Copyright Act of 1909 pro-

ijl
des that where an employe con-

ives a certain work in the regular

(Continued on Page 7)

111 Night of Stars

o be Held Nov. 27

j Nathan Straus, chairman of the

uht of Stars, announced yesterday
at the seventh annual event, whose

''T'oceeds will go to the United Jew-

Jm Appeal to further the work of

*}e Joint Distribution Committee,
United Palestine Appeal and the

itional Refugee Service, will be

Lesented in Madison Square Gar-

Jin on Wednesday evening, Nov. 27.

^jln order to co-ordinate plans for

,2 event, which each year assumes
(Continued on Page 6)

til

xecs. in Kansas City

tor Para. Sales Parley
b

Kansas City, Mo. — Paramount
scs. poured in here last night

a district sales managers' con-

ve which, so numerous were the

ivals, turned the Muehlebach Hotel

o virtually the counterpart of the

ramount Building, New York.

(Continued on Page 8)

il

-_-

Earle, Philly, Gets
Acts Sept. 20 Or 27

Philadelphia—Vaudeville returns to the
Earle for first time in 10 months either
Sept. 20 or 27 depending on whether
a show can be whipped together in time.
"Boom Town," currently at the house,
will be shifted to another spot.

Temporary Closing of London Theaters May
Result from Aerial Attacks by the Nazis

London (By Cable)—Temporary closing of all theaters and film houses both in the
West End and the suburbs is reported under consideration by the Minister of Home
Security as a result of the menace of the Nazi aerial blitzkrieg.

Reports, unconfirmed, were current in New York trade circles yesterday that a 6
p.m. curfew for London theaters was in prospect.

Universal Managers

Promoted by Scully

Promotions within Universale
managerial ranks were announced
yesterday by William A. Scully,

general sales manager.

B. B. Kreisler has been moved
up from branch manager in Wash-
ington, D. C, to the post of special

home office sales representative.

Max Cohen, who was assistant man-
ager under D. A. Levy at the New
York exchange, replaces Kreisler in

Washington.
Paul Baron, Charlotte manager

(Continued on Page 6)

Indiana Exhibs. Oppose
Roller Derby Lease

Indianapolis—Use of the Coliseum
at the Indiana State Fair grounds
for enterprises such as the roller

derby was protested by a group of

Indiana theater owners at a confer-

ence with State officials.

The theater owners contend that

leasing of the Coliseum for the rol-

ler derby places the State in busi-

(Continued on Page 8)

Special Group Will

Aid Red Cross Drive

A special advertising and public-
ity committee of the Advertising
Advisory Council of the MPPDA
was named yesterday to assist in

the nation-wide motion picture cam-
paign for the American Red Cross.
Appointed to the committee were
Lester Thompson, AAC director,

chairman; Mort Blumenstock, War-
ner Bros.; Si Seadler, M-G-M; Herb
Berg, Paramount, and Ken Clark,
MPPDA.
Committee was formed at a meet-

(Continued on Page 7)

Equity Poll Move Brings
Sunday Opposition Threat

Possibility of increased competi-
tion for film houses was foreseen
yesterday in a decision by the Equity
Council to recommend to the quar-
terly meeting on Sept. 27 that a
referendum be taken in regard to

instigating a straight salary system
of reimbursement for Sunday per-

formances. Sunday shows hereto-

(Continued on Page 7)

Blocks of5 Voting Goes On
Cohen Would Intervene if Decree is Accepted

1,285 Members Give
Ascap a Record High

Ascap's membership has reached
an all-time high of 1,285, it was an-
nounced yesterday by Prexy Gene
Buck.
The largest number of songwriters

to join the Society in a single month
was admitted at the last meeting of

.(Continued on Page 8)

Regardless of Government indica-

tions that its attitude toward the

consent decree will not be affected

by current polls on the blocks-of-five

clause, New York Allied and Max
A. Cohen are going ahead with their

ballots on the issue.

Cohen said yesterday that he defi-

nitely will make every effort to in-

tervene in case the decree is ac-

cepted. He added that he would con-

(Continued on Page 7)

Exhibitor Opposition to

Decree's Terms Expected
To Influence Att'y Gen'l

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The MPTOA appar-

ently is pinning hopes on the re-

fusal of Attorney General Robert
Jackson to approve the proposed
equity suit consent decree in the

face of exhibitor opposition, it was
indicated yesterday as Prexy Ed
Kuykendall left here for his Colum-
bus, Miss., home, following two days
devoted to conferences at the De-
partment of Justice.

Kuykendall, who saw Thurman Ar-
nold, Assistant Attorney General, as

well as others in the Department,
said he could not discuss his con-

versations with the officials, except

(Continued on Page 8)

Thomsen On Stand

In Nick-Weslon Trial

St. Louis—The Government's anti-

racketeering case against John P.

Nick and Clyde A. Weston got away
to a rather slow start before Fed-
eral Judge Collet here yesterday de-

spite the presence on the stand most
of the day of Robert Thomsen, busi-

ness manager of Local No. 143, who
was largely responsible for unhorsing

(Continued on Page 8)

6 Majors to Participate

In S. American Air Shows

Six major companies have now
agreed to participate in the pro-

posed radio programs to South
American countries. It is reported

that United Artists has decided
(Continued on Page 6)

Freeman, Narrator
for Para. Trailer

West Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Introducing Y. Frank Free-

man, narrator.

Para.'s vice-prexy in charge of studio

operations makes his bow in that capacity

for a personality trailer which the stu-

dio has just completed to plug its new
"find," Veronica Lake.
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FINANCIAL
(Tuesday, Sept. 10)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 8Vs 73,4 7% — 'A
Col. Picts. vtc. (2l/

2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd.. 20 20 20 — 2
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 83/8 8'/4 83/8 + 14
East. Kodak 132 131 131 —2
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 9'/2 9l/

2
9l/

2
Loew's, Inc 255/8 25>/2 2514— 'A
do pfd
Paramount 5% 5% 5%
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 93/8 9 9'/4 + 3A

RKO New 25/8 25/8 25/8 — Vs
20th Century-Fox . . . 6Vs 5% 5% — Vs
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 25/8 2'/2 2V2 — Vs
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46.103 102y2 103 + 1

Loew's deb. 3'/2s46
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 '/4s47 91 90 91 + 3/4

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 81% 81% 81 Vi
NEW YORK CURB MARKET

Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc
Universal Picts 8 7'/2 7l/2 + V2

Reid Rites in Ireton

Ireton, la.—Funeral services were
held here for Charles Reid, 43, the-
ater owner who died after a long ill-

ness. His widow, two sons and three
daughters survive.

AVAILABLE
Secretary, Stenographer motion picture

experience in foreign and domestic dis-

tribution departments. Also advertising

and publishing experience. Write Box

190S, THE FILM DAILY, 1501 Broad-

way, N. Y. C.

Polio on Wane in Indiana;
Attendance Off 50 to 75%

Indianapolis—Dr. V. K. Harvey,
secretary of the State Board of
Health, asserted yesterday that it

is probable that the infantile paraly-
sis epidemic in Indiana has reached
its peak and is now on the wane.
From general reports however, many
towns in northern Indiana continue
to enforce strict regulations by not
permitting persons under 21 years
of age to attend motion picture the-
aters.

Exhibitors in many of the cities

in the northern section of the state
say that attendance has dropped
from 50 to 75 per cent because of
the paralysis wave. There have been
2,955 cases to date in Indiana and
28 deaths.

Closed Warner Houses
In Conn., Mass. Reopen

Ansonia, Conn.—Warner Theater
Department will reopen the 475-seat
Tremont Theater, only Connecticut
house closed for the summer, on Fri-
day, for three-a-week operation.
James Landino, student assistant at
the Roger Sherman, New Haven,
will also manage the Ansonia house.
The 750-seat Bristol Theater, which
Warners are rebuilding after de-
struction by fire, will be finished and
ready for operation by the end of
this month.

In Massachusetts, the 700-seat
Globe, Clinton closed for the sum-
mer months, will be reopened tomor-
row for four-day operation, with
Lloyd Mordgren as manager.

Orth Heads Visionola Co.
In Slot Machine Field

The Visionola Company has been
formed, with headquarters at 1600
Broadway, to distribute an exclusive
type of nickel-in-the-slot movie ma-
chine. Various specialty acts and
name bands are now being signed
for filming in a New York studio.

George Orth, who formerly headed
the United Motion Picture Indus-
tries and O & W Cine Enterprises,
is president of the new company.

'Bomb" at the Normandie
'Loaded" With a Raincoat

The Normandie Theater had a
bomb scare yesterday, but it turned
out to be a dud to the relief of the
management, and helped business to

the delight of the management.
Manager John Sinatire called the po-
lice when a suspicious-looking black

bag was discovered in the theater.

However, after scores of policemen,
the fire department and an emerg-
ency squad had attracted a large

crowd, the bag upon investigation
revealed: 1 raincoat, 1 shaving set

and some men's underwear. Nobody
had claimed the oil soaked contents

of the bag at a late hour last night.

P.S. "Safari" is playing at the the-

ater.

COmiDG and GOIIK

Better and Fewer Pix,

Greatest Need—Wanger
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — "Better and fewer

pictures is our greatest need," Wal-
ter Wanger told the Variety Club at

Willard Hotel yesterday. Wanger
urged effort to attract to theaters
the 30,000,000 persons whom the Gal-
lup poll claims are potential film-

goers. The producer said this appeal
would aid in making up for the loss

of foreign markets.

MPTOA Prexy Ed Kuykendall in-

troduced Senator Ashurst who intro-

duced Wanger. Another Hollywood
celebrity present was Merian C.
Cooper. Joan Bennett arrived here
last night to spend today with her
husband before he continues to St.

Louis on his nation-wide tour.

GB to Raise Funds
For Three Spitfires

London (By Air Mail)—The Gau-
mont-British personnel, with the
staffs of subsidiary companies, are
engaged in raising funds to buy a
"flight"—three—Spitfires to present
to the Royal Air Force. Graduated
amounts will be contributed by the
14,000 employes.

Brandt Employes Called
To Arms Told Jobs Safe

Male employes of the Brandt cir-
cuit yesterday were informed that all

who may be conscripted for military
service will be assured of their jobs
when they return and that they
will retain their senority.

Arthur Israel, Jr., Heads
Para. Pep Club for Year

Arthur Israel, Jr., was unanimous-
ly elected prexy of the Paramount
Pep Club yesterday. Named to
serve with him were: Eric H. Erics-
son, vice-president; T. A. Campo,
treasurer and Helen R. Kraus, sec-
retary.

The new Board of Governors,
elected for a two-year period, were:
Natalie Bindler, Marguerite Henrik-
son, C. W. Alexander, Leonard Gol-
denson, Fred Mohrhardt and J. R.
Wood.

MURRAY SILVERSTONE returns from the c|
Friday.

HERB CREENBLATT, RKO's Pittsburgh
ager, is in town.

FRED ALLEN and his wife, PORTLA

j

BRIAN AHERNE and his wife, JOAN FONTAM
and PAULA STONE, arrived here yesterday
the Coast on the TWA Stratoliner.

ALLYN BUTTERFIELD, head of the phi I

graphic division of the Republican Nati
Committee, is in Rushville, Indiana, from w
he will travel around the country with pi
dential candidate Wendell L. Willkie.

DAVID O. SELZNICK and his family are
at the Waldorf.
ANN SOTHERN and MRS. RAY MILLAND

at the Sherry Netherland.

McClelland Barclay has left for the c
to do a portrait of Anna Neagle.

SOL EDWARDS of Film Alliance is on a s\
of Northeastern cities.

BOB MOCHRIE, Eastern division sales m;
ger for RKO Radio Pictures, is on a busi
trip to Boston.

CEA to Issue Guide
On Exhibitors' Rights

London (By Air Mail)—The CEA
is preparing a memorandum to be
sent to all exhibitors, particularly
those in "protected areas" where
the theaters have been closed, on
their statutory rights. W. R. Ful-
ler is preparing the guide intended
to cover the many and diverse con-
ditions apt to arise, such as rating
and the obligations of the owners
or occupiers of closed theaters.

Sanson Doubly Bereaved
Manchester, Conn.— Mother and

father of Jack Sanson, manager of
the State here, died a few days apart.

Col. Throws "Howards"
Cocktail Party at M. H.

Martha Scott, Frank Lloyd
Sidney Buchman, star, director ..

writer respectively of Columbi
"Howards of Virginia," were
guests of honor at a cocktail pa
last evening at Radio City Mu]
Hall's studio apartment.
Among those present were Ji

Cohn, Nate Spingold, Abe Montag!
Joseph McConville, Thyra Samp.
Winslow, Ralph Daigh, Tom W
ning, Frederick James Smith, J(
Mosher, Mary Hammon, Pearl Hor
Lester Grady, Llwellyn Miller, Eli
beth Lockwood, Claire Goucher, B
en Gilmore, Jack McManus, Willi
Boehnel, Kate Cameron, Wanda H;
Dorothy Masters, Danton Walt
Chick Lewis, Lionel Toll, Lew Me
lik, Colvin Brown, Red Kann, S
Shayne, Frank Lyondecker and
Steen.

New Exchange Building
For Metro In Charlotte

Charlotte, N. C.—Contract for
construction of a two-story excharlj

building on Church and Third
>i.'or Loew's Inc., has just 1

awarded to the Southeastern G
struction Co. by Mrs. Sarah
Tate, owner of the lot. The buij

ing is to be completed by Ma:|
15 next.
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RIVE BY NIGHT- SEA HAWK' GROOVE!

VoTfme for Comedy 'is now at the Strand, N. Y.

following 3 weeks of 'Drive By Night' and 4 weeks of

'Sea Hawk'. It is ticket for ticket sensationally matching

both. And headed for week No. 2! They're really enjoying

life at the Strand, N.Y. The only film attractions to play

there are those produced by W!9n76PS"excIusively!



Z LOVt'
you
ACrAllvf

THE STORY OF THE
GREAT SINGERS!

A movie fable

Once upon a time there was a famous singer called "Boom

Town." He was the big noise of his era. He sang good and loud.

It just so happened that at the same time there was another

singer called "I Love You Again." This guy sang good and

loud too— and funny!
(continued)



If it hadn't been that "Boom Town" was always in the lime-

light you can bet that "I Love You Again" would have been

the undisputed champion loud- singer of his day.

But when a guy's good he gets recognition. In between

to booms of this chap "Boom Town" the nation's showmen

got an earful of what "I Love You Again" could do.

They said: "Hey, this guy's got a terrific bellow, too. He's a

Star in his own right!" So they let "I Love You Again" do

his stuff and it was good stuff and now he's booming in

the headlines just like his famous contemporary.

MORAL: M-G-M's got two smashing box-office

hits at the same time, so go and make yourself

a pot full of money

!

-

I
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7fh Night of Stars

To be Held Nov. 27

(Continued from Page 1)

greater size and importance, a lun-
cheon meeting will be held on Mon-
day, Sept. 23, in the Hotel Astor
at one o'clock.

Chairmen of the Producing Com-
mittee for the Night of Stars are
Marvin H. Schenck and Louis K.
Sidney, both of whom have prev-
iously served in that capacity. Hon-
orary Chairmen are Bai-ney Balaban,
David Bernstein, Nate J. Blumberg,
Jack Cohn, George J. Schaefer, Jos-

eph M. Schenck, Murray Silverstone

and Maj. Albert Warner.

Edwards Off for Sales
Confabs In Northeast

Sol Edwards of Film Alliance left

yesterday on a sales trip through
Northeastern spots. Sales conferences
with FA franchise holders of 1940-41

product will occupy the initial por-

tion of his trip in Boston, New Ha-
ven, Pittsburgh, Detroit, Cincin-

nati, and Cleveland.
Edwards will set up circuit deals

in these territories and first-run key
spot playing time for the first four

on the Film Alliance line-up.

WEDDING BELLS

Syracuse, N. Y.—William J. Tub-
bert, Northern New York district

manager for the Schine circuit, with
Watertown headquarters, will be

married here Sept. 17 to Mrs. Mary
Woods Burns. It will be the second

marriage for both. Tubbert's wife

died in Watertown two years ago,

Mrs. Burns' husband, four years ago.

Tubbert, formerly RKO city mana-
ger here, will be dined at the Hotel
Woodruff, Watertown, by a group
of friends Saturday night.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Peggy Stewart and

Donald Barry were married here

over the week-end.

Richmond, Va.—Georgie Farthing,
secretary of David Kamsky, adver-

tising manager, Neighborhood The-
aters, has announced her engage-
ment to Frank Koehler of Roanoke.

Abe Hodes, student booker at the

Metro exchange, New Haven, is en-

gaged to Dorothy J. Wyman, of the

Metro home office, New York.

Arlington, Va. — Herman Elmo
Holloway, manager, Wilson Theater
here, has just announced that he was
married to Lois Madeline Mason in

Frederick, Md., on June 12. They are

now honeymooning in Wildwood,
N. J.

Cleveland—Frank Cost, manager
of the Shore Theater, will be married
Thursday at the Collinwood Church
of Christ to Clara May Rutledge. A
reception will follow.

T T
• • • THE motion picture critics and exhibitors of the nation

have declared by their ballots in the recent FILM DAILY Poll

a distinguished group oi directors as the 20 Best of 1939-40

but the voters didn't declare some of the human interest aspects

regarding these super-human gents —so here goes

T T
• • • FROM the outset Frank Capra was 'thusiastic

about "It Happened One Night" but Clark Gable and Claud-

ette Colbert weren't especially anxious to appear in the story

But they did. .... .and Prof. Capra showed 'em a thing or two
'bout judging cinema scripts Result: Gable and Colbert

scored heavily in what proved to be one of their best vehicles

... • There's a well-known slogan: "Watch The Fords Go
By" One Ford that doesn't believe in touring the country

is Director John He built a home on the film capital's

Odin Street more than 20 years ago and stays very close to it

save for a jaunt now and then to Catalina. . . e Alfred

Hitchcock showed his versatility recently by directing a radio

sketch into which he succeeded in injecting same sorta sus-

pense he gets into his fillums Now the ether critics want him
to encore

V T V
• • • NOT even the characteristic cigar can take the wind

out of the athletic Ernst Lubitsch 'cause he keeps in top physical

shape under the training aegis of health-dispenser Terry Hunt. . .

• Sam Wood's hobby grist is the gridiron huddling often with

U.S.C.'s pigskin pilot, Howard Jones Referring to Sam's "grist" ap-

pears appropriate since he entered production via DeMille. . .

• William Dieterle's Hollywood debut was as an actor but was soon

made a WB director. . . • King Vidor is ga-ga about tennis and base-

ball but got practical with his large land tract near the 20th-Fox

lot and turned it into a residential district. . . • George Cukor is

one of the few stage directors who made good at screen direction

T T T
• • • EDMUND Goulding has authored several B'way plays

and songs He's at home in the desert as Death Valley Scotty

but winters at Palm Spas. . . • Michael Curtiz is a horse-

man de luxe and served in the Austrian heavy artillery during the

World War When an equine sequence is called-for in a Curtiz

opus it's a swell affair. . . • No wonder Victor Fleming

drives his celluloid vehicles at high speed! He was an auto

racer prior to entering production as a cameraman. . . # John
Cromwell first attracted Hollywood attention in "The Racket" at

the Mayan Theater (another cast member was Edwrd G. Robinson)

... • Norman Taurog is the Coast's "Mr. Chips" when it comes
to handling the younger generation in films Examples:

"Skippy," "Boys' Town," "Young Tom Edison"

T T
• • • NOT many know that Cecil B. DeMille pioneered in aviation

in Sunny Cal. ... • Henry King is another flying enthusiast who'd

rather fly than eat. . . • Gregory LaCava left noozepaper cartooning

to pioneer in the animated cartoon field. . . • W. S. Van Dyke started

in pix as an assistant to D. W. Griffith. . . • Frank Borzage's "Humor-

esque" was one of the most successful pictures ever made in an Eastern

studio. . . • Lewis Milestone's work as a film editor won him the oppor-

tunity to direct. . . • Garson Kanin was an actor and a member of

George Abbott's production staff before being brought to the Coast

by Samuel Goldwyn

Universal Managers

Promoted by Scully

(Continued from Page 1)

for the last two years, is being
transferred to head the Boston ex-
change, following the resignation of
A. J. Herman, J. A. Pritchard, Mem-

.

,

phis branch manager, takes Baron's! I

place at Charlotte. Pritchard's sue- !

cessor in Memphis will be announced
this week.

6 Majors to Participate

In S. American Air Shows

(Continued from Page 1)

against participation and that 20th
Century-Fox is "on the fence."

Two plans are being considered.
One calls for a half-hour program
in Spanish seven nights a week; the
other calls for two programs week-
ly, each a half-hour in length. In

either case, a repeat program in

Portuguese is considered.
Type of program is now being

determined. Shows will go over the
facilities of NBC.

"Strike Up the Band'
In 8 Houses Sept. 19

"Strike Up the Band," new M-G-M
musical starring Mickey Rooney,
Judy Garland and Paul Whiteman
and his orchestra, will start its initial

key city engagements on Sept. 19,

national release date, it was an-
nounced yesterday. Pix will open
at Loew-Poli houses in Hartford,
New Haven, Bridgeport, Worcester
and Springfield; Palace, Memphis;
and Des Moines and Roosevelt, Des
Moines, day-and-date.

Other dates already set are: Sept.

20, Fifth Avenue, Seattle; Boyd,
Philadelphia; Sept. 27, Valentine,

Toledo; Victory, Evansville and Ven-
dome, Nashville; Sept. 28, Majestic,

San Antonio.

World to Distribute

Four Cuban Features

World Pictures Corp. has concluded

a distribution contract with Geza
Polaty to release in the U. S. four

Spanish-language films which Polaty
will produce in Cuba. First of this

group will be "The Kingdom of

God," from a play by . Martinez
Sierra.

STORKS!
(

Cleveland—A daughter, second of

the kind, was born last week to Leo
Greenberger of Community circuit

and Mrs. Greenberger.

Richmond, Va.—Herbert Hogwood,
projectionist, Wilmer & Vincent's

Park, is handing out cigars. It's

a girl.
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Bar (om'tee Backs

Pix Copyright Fight

I

(Continued from Page 1)

course of employment, the employer,
barring an agreement to the con-
trary, shall be legally the author.

For Revolutionary Change

The pending Senate bill, if enacted,
would effect a revolutionary change,
making the employer's right subject
to any rights previously granted by
the employe to any other person or
organization. Thus, a producer or
publisher would be unable to obtain
performing or recording rights to

ia work provided the employe has
signed a contract with the SPA,
Ascap or Authors' League.

By majority action, the Bar As-
sociation committee disapproves the
proposed change in definition. Ob-
serving that "groups, for example,
such as motion picture producers,
radio broadcasters and music publish-
ers feel that their industries are de-
pendent upon the retention of the
principle of authorship through em-
ployes," the report says:

"In support of the majority
view, one of the members of
your committee has pointed out
that the definition of authorship
in the present law is an estab-
lished principle of common law.

"The proponents of retention
of the present sytem claim the
problem is not met, as under the
patent statute, by the employer
being deemed copyright owner
by virtue of an assignment of

the rights of the employe (a

measure which the report says
is suggested by the AL and
SPA).

"They say that, since S. 3043
i provides no assignment may be

effective beyond 25 years, there
is the reversion of the term to

be considered. Also, that many
talents and creative abili-

ties of a varied nature enter into

the production of such compo-
site works as motion pictures,

for example, so that the neces-

sity of establishing authorship
in the copyrighted film print on
the part of the producer, makes
the problem an acute one."

Following Section action earlier in

he week, the House of Delegates
; expected to take up the copyright

ecommendations either tomorrow
fternoon or Friday morning. In the
ection, motions both to table the

feport and to limit debate was de-

bated.

Pix Protests Voiced In January

Film industry opposition to the

efinition change was originally reg-
tered in January through the med-
im of a supplementary note ac-

Dmpanying the bill's letter of trans-

mission from the National Commit-
:e of the U. S. A. on International

itellectual Co-operation.

The Bar Association reports favors

)me provisions of the bill which, it

ays, proposes "a radical revision

reviews of neui rums
"Dr. Kildare Goes

Home"
with Lionel Barrymore, Lew Ayres,

Laraine Day
Metro 78 Mins.

LATEST KILDARE RELEASE MAINTAINS
SERIES' HIGH STANDARD; OKAY AS GEN-
ERAL OFFERING.

Audiences generally should give this re-

lease a good reception. The story content
is interesting, the cast as a whole is fine

and the production value leaves nothing to

be desired for a picture of this type. Ex-

hibitors have past performances of the same
series pictures and the names in this one for

exploitation purposes, with the series and the

names familiar to audiences everywhere.
Lew Ayres and Lionel Barrymore effective-

ly head the cast. Laraine Day is an attractive

addition to the picture, and Samuel S. Hinds,

Gene Lockhart, Nat Pendleton, Emma Dunn,
John Shelton, Alma Kruger and Walter
Kingsford more than adequately support the

principals. Harold S. Bucquet directed from
a screenplay by Harry Ruskin and Willis

Goldbeck.

Ayres is made resident physician at the

hospital under Barrymore. However, he
learns that his father is working himself to

death in trying to take care of patients in

an adjoining town where there are no doc-
tors in addition to his own practice. Ayres
plans to help him get the rest he deserves
and needs and hatches the idea of a clinic

in the town where there is no doctor. Bal-

ance of the story is concerned with Ayres'
fight to overcome prejudice and ignorance
on the part of the townspeople to put the
clinic over, which he does with a good
dramatic ending worked into the story.

CAST: Lew Ayres, Lionel Barrymore,
I

Laraine Day, Samuel S. Hinds, Gene Lock-
hart, Nat Pendleton, Emma Dunn, John Shel-

ton, Alma Kruger, Walter Kingsford.

CREDITS: Produced by M-G-M; Direc-
tor, Harold S. Bucquet; Screenplay, Harry
Ruskin and Willis Goldbeck; Based on an
original story by Max Brand and Willis

Goldbeck; Cameraman, Harold Rosson; Edi-

tor, Howard O'Neill.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

"Black Diamonds"
with Richard Arlen, Andy Devine,

Kathryn Adams
Universal 60 Mins.
LACK OF ACTION IN SCRIPT MAKES

THIS PROGRAM OFFERING JUST A FAIR
RELEASE.

For spot use by exhibitors this film will

be of service, but it falls below previous

offerings in this Universal series. The script

lacks action and is too obvious to have any
suspense. Technically the film is okay, and
the cast is able and hard-working.

Richard Arlen capably portrays a former
newspaper reporter crusading against dang-
erous mining conditions in his home town.
Andy Devine, as his stooge, will get a few
laughs. Kathryn Adams is attractive and
personable. Mary Treen, Addison Richards
and the remainder of the cast are able char-
acter players. Christy Cabanne does a good
job of direction, but is bogged down by his

story material.

Arlen returns to his home town in the

mining region to discover that the local mine
is unsafe. His father is injured in a blast

and he starts an investigation, helped by
Devine. Arlen finds that Richards, the mine's

owner, and Paul Fix, state mine inspector,

are in cahoots. Miss Adams' father dyna-
mites the mine and winds up in jail after

the blast. Arlen and Devine take Fix into

the mine and threaten to blow it up. The
climax develops some action and Fix con-
fesses to the "fix." Arlen wins safe work-
ing conditions for the miners and also gets

Miss Adams.
CAST: Richard Arlen, Andy Devine,

Kathryn Adams, Mary Treen, Addison Rich-

ards, Paul Fix, Pat Flaherty, Maude Allen,

Cliff Clark.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Ben Pivar;

Director, Christy Cabanne; Screenplay, Clar-

ence Upson Young and Sam Robins; Original

Story, Sam Robins; Cameraman, William
Sickner.

DIRECTION, O.K. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

of the entire system of copyright
in the U. S., both in its domestic
and international aspects." While not
approving the measure generally, it

endorses:
1. Extension of the copyright term

to the life of the author, plus 50
years. Copyright term at present
is 28 years, with 28-year renewal
right.

2. Automatic copyright upon cre-
ation of a work, divisibility thereof
and optional rather than mandatory
formalities such as publication with
notice, registration, etc.

3. Elimination of the present two-
cent compulsory license provision
on mechanical recordings of musical
works.
Edward A. Sargoy is chairman

of the Bar Association committee on
which also serve George P. Dike,
Henry Jaffe, David Mackay, Richard
E. Manning, Maurice J. O'Sullivan,

Louis Charles Smith and Louis E.

Swarts.

Ultraphone Replacement
Parts Acquired by RCA
Camden, N. J.—RCA Photophone

is advising all theaters equipped
with Ultraphone sound apparatus of
its having purchased the stock of
replacement parts for Ultraphone
equipment which has heretofore been
maintained by the latter company in

Minneapolis, Chicago and St. Louis.
The letter dispatched by RCA Pho-

tophone to theaters affected states
that, in order to give them the best
service possible, appointment of the
Frosch Theater Supply Co., 38 Glen-
wood Ave., Minneapolis, has been
made for distribution of Ultraphone
parts. Orders for parts may be
sent direct to Frosch or the RCA
Mfg. Co., Camden.

"U" Signs John Barrymore
West Coast Bureau, of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Universal yesterday

signed John Barrymore for the role

of the Professor in "The Invisible
Woman," which Joe May will direct.

Filming starts next month. John
Howard has the juvenile role and
"U" is seeking a player to take the
lead which Margaret Sullavan re-

fused.

Blocks of 5 Pix

Balloting Goes On
(Continued from Page 1)

tinue to discuss elimination of the
five-picture clause with distributors
and would press for cancellation priv-

ileges under block-selling.
The ballots which have been sent

to almost every exhibitor in the
U. S. were framed in legal language,
Cohen said, declaring that he did
not believe Judge Goddard could ig-

nore the results when the time comes
for him to pass judgment on the de-
cree.

Equity Poll Move Brings
Sunday Opposition Threat

(Continued from Page 1)

fore have called for payment of two-
eight's of a week's salary to the
performers, said by managers to

have been too high to make them
worthwhile. The Council will recom-
mend to the meeting that a trial

period be instituted which will last

to June 1, 1941.
The Council also voted yesterday

to support AFRA in any action they
may take in their fight with the
networks. It was also voted that
minimum pay of actors would go up
from $40 per week to $50 per week
in all contracts signed on or after

Dec. 1, 1940, with initiation fees for

membership in Equity to jump from
$50 to $100 per person on the same
date. Equity representatives will

meet with the League of New York
Theaters tomorrow to discuss the
salary hikes.

Special Group Will
Aid Red Cross Drive

(Continued from Page 1)

ing held yesterday when Major L.

E. Thompson, general chairman of

the Motion Picture Theaters cam-
paign committee, discussed the plan

with the advertising men.
Picture industry has pledged its

full support to the drive which starts

Nov. 11.

Delaware Picket Ruling

Not Due Till Mid-October

Wilmington, Del. — The Supreme
Court's decision on the projectionists'

appeal from the Chancery Court in-

junction against picketing the Rialto

Theater is not expected before mid-
October.

Blue Killed in Crash
Tampa, Fla.—A. W. Blue, 63, re-

tired theater operator of this city,

was killed near Live Oak, when the
car he was driving was struck by a
Seaboard Air Line passenger train.

Rites for Mrs. Frank
Philadelphia—Rites for Mrs. Sam

Frank, wife of the N. J. and Dela-
ware theater operator, were held
here Monday.

i

I i
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MPTOA Said Pinning

Hopes on Jackson

(Continued from Page 1)

to say that he is still fighting against
adoption of the decree.

The MPTOA prexy told The Film
Daily he feels his organization has
said and done all it can at present
and must now sit tight and await
results. Kuykendall pointed out that
Arnold hasn't decided on the decree
yet and even if he should decide to

move for its adoption, it will have
to go to Attorney General Jackson
for his approval.
"We will decide on further steps to

be taken if it is presented to the

Court, concerning appearing in Court
in opposition," he declared. The
MPTOA prexy said he is polling his

Executive Committee by mail to get

their opinions and is giving them a

resume of what has happened to

date.

Kuykendall said he will remain
in Mississippi about a week and then
proceed to either the West Coast
or come back to New York.

Meanwhile, reports that the De-
partment would sponsor supplemen-
tal legislation making trade show-
ing and selling provisions of the

decree mandatory drew the comment
from A. H. Feller of the D of J that

it "has just been taked about, noth-

ing more." No such decision has
been reached, he said. Feller said

it will be several days yet before

Arnold announces his decision on the

decree.

Counsel for U. S., Majors
Huddle on Decree's Form

Conferences between special as-

sistants to the attorney general,

Robert Sher and Robert L. Wright,
with attorneys for the five majors
were renewed yesterday in the of-

fice of Col. William J. Donovan, at-

torney for RKO. Discussions cen-

tered about a completion of the pro-

posed consent decree in its final form
for submission to Federal Judge
Henry W. Goddard.

Government officials s'-.-ited that

no decision had been made by assis-

tant attorney general Thurman W.
Arnold on the decree. It was also

learned, that in the event of Arnold's
approval the decree will be laid be-

fore the Court before Oct. 1.

Arnold, over the telephone, in-

sisted that he had made no decision

on the decree when questioned by
importers here who had been told

that a news service was carrying a

story he had disapproved the de-

cree.

F & Ml to Continue
"De Luxe" Singles

St. Louis—F & M's experiment with a

single feature "de luxe" policy at the

Ambassador is rated a success. Policy

will be continued indefinitely, it is indi-

cated. Top quality 20th-Fox, Warner,
Universal, RKO and Columbia product
will be used.

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •

/^RAHAM BAKER. Born in Evansville, Ind. Completed his education at Boys'

^^ High School in Brooklyn, then became a newspaper reporter and cartoonist,

working on the Brooklyn Times and the Brooklyn Eagle. His fame as a political

cartoonist was wide-spread, two of his features, "J. 0. B. Hunter" and "Tour-
ing Brooklyn with Baker," becoming extremely popular. In his journalistic

capacity he met J. Stuart Blackron of the old Vitagraph Company, who asked

him what he thought of Vitagraph comedies. Baker told him in no uncertain

terms and Blackton dared him to improve them by writing better stories for

them. In one week Baker turned out five stories for the short reel comedies

and sold them all to Vitagraph at $35 apiece. The price for one story was more
than Baker's newspaper salary for a week and it didn't take much calculation

to convince him that he was in the wrong business. He went to work
for Vitagraph and eventually found himself head

of the story department at the First National

studios, now Warner Brothers studios, in Holly-

wood. During a campaign of retrenchment, Baker

decided one day that the studio could get along

very well without a wise-cracking young writer

by the name of Gene Towne. Later joined forces

with Towne and became one half of the highest

paid scenario writing team in Hollywood. Cur-
rently is producing his own pictures, with Towne,
under the name of The Play's The Thing Pro-

ductions. First two films were "Swiss Family

Robinson" and "Tom Brown's School Days." Third

is the soon to be released "Little Men," film

version of the Louisa May Alcott classic.

Execs, in Kansas City
For Para. Sales Parley

(Continued from Page 1)

Session opens today, continues to-
morrow.

Barney Balaban, Adolph Zukor,
Neil F. Agnew, Y. Frank Freeman,
Robert Gillham—these are among
the company execs, in attendance.
Others include Cliff Lewis, Rufus
Blair, G. B. J. Frawley, J. J. Unger,
M. S. Kusell, William Pine, Charles
Reagan, Oscar Morgan, Ralph Libeau,
Hugh Braley, Allen Usher, Harry
Goldstein, George Smith and Mau-
rice Milligan.

In addition to setting sales poli-

cies for "Northwest Mounted Po-
lice," the execs, will see other im-
portant finished and partly finished

product.

Pictures to be shown include
NWMP at the Vogue, "There's Magic
in Music" and "Arise My Love" at

sneak previews at the first-run New-
man, and "Christmas in July" and
parts of "Love Thy Neighbor"; also,

nine reels of documentary film,

showing scenes from Locarno Pact,

1924, up to the present time, and
tagged "The World in Flames."

St. Louis Operators Union
Continuing Indie Parleys

St. Louis—Local 143, Operators,
is continuing contract negotiations
with local indies and indies in St.

Louis County. Meanwhile, the union
is picketing three suburban houses,
the Ozark in Webster Groves and
the Osage and Kirkwood in Kirk-
wood as the result of a dispute.
Houses broke with the union when
the latter insisted upon a two-oper-
ator policy.

1,285 Members Give
Ascap a Record High

(Continued from Page 1)

the board of directors, when 39 com-
posers and authors were added to the
Society's roster. Additionally 79
other composers-authors and four
publishers have joined since Jan. 1.

New Publisher-members of Ascap
so far this year are Western Music
Publishing Co., Rialto Music Pub-
lishing Co., Axelrod Publications,
Inc., and Shattinger Piano & Music
Co.

Foreign Performing Rights Socie-
ties affiliated with Ascap also have
increased to 20, with a total mem-
bership in excess of 41,000.

Indiana Exhibs. Oppose
Roller Derby Lease

(Continued from Page 1)

ness in competition with privately
owned tax-assessed theaters, while
there is no objection to ice hockey
and similar enterprises brought to
the city by the Coliseum Corp., a
group that leases the building cer-
tain months in the year.

The matter was first discussed
with Governor Townsend, who point-
ed out that the Board of Agriculture
has jurisdiction, and later with
Henry F. Schricker, state commis-
sioner of agriculture at the fair
grounds. The group will meet with
the board's finance committee at a
later conference when a definite de-
cision will be reached.

Thomas Fowles Stricken

Akron, O.—Stricken by a heart at-
tack while driving through Welling-
ton, Thomas J. Fowles, 60, retired
owner of the Idol Theater, at nearby
Lodi, died in a clinic at Wellington.

Thomsen On Stand

In Nick-Weston Trial

(Continued from Page 1)

of the former union officials in the'
state courts earlier in the year.
On direct-examination Thomser^

told of the circumstances of how Nick'
and Weston took over Local 143 o(
orders of International Presidem
George E. Browne of the IATSE ir

July, 1935, and how they ruled the

union with an "iron hand."
He repeated the story of how a^

wage agreement was effected by
Nick in the Fall of 1936 that pro-
vided for no changes in either wage
scale or working conditions despite

|

the fact that theater owners pre--)

viously had indicated a willingness
to restore a $5 week wage cut on
lower scale houses put into effect in

1935. This agreement was reached
while Thomsen, then business man-
ager for the union, was absent. He:
also gave testimony concerning some
of the alleged gangster associate?
of Nick and Weston who had been
brought into the union during their

regime or who frequented the union
quarters.

However, on cross-examination,
much of the effect of this testimony
was offset by Thomsen's statement
that there was much dissension in

union prior to Nick and Weston's
taking over, and that the financial

affairs of the local were in a deplor-
able condition due to poor invest-
ments and loose bookkeeping
methods. He also stated that under
Nick several Negro houses in St.

j

Louis and a number of non-union!
houses in the city and county were 1

!

signed up, making the district 100
j

per cent union. He admitted also

that he had nominated Nick for first 11

international vice-president of the
IATSE at Kansas City in June, 1936,

and that a city ordinance obtained
by Nick and Weston in 1937 or 1938
had improved booth working condi-
tions as to health and safety.

Earlier in the day Maurice
Schweitzer, Paramount Pictures
manager; Ben Robin of United
Artists and Raymond V. Molan of

RKO testified as to handling of mo-
tion picture films through their

offices and of accounts outside of

Missouri, such as in Illinois, Iowa
and Kentucky. This line of testi-

mony was intended to establish the
fact that interstate commerce was

!

involved and that the Government
has jurisdiction in the case at bar.

Latest News Flashes
From "Poll to Poll"

Going into the final half of its Pres-
idential Pin Poll. Embassy Newsreel The-
aters report that some 120,000 button-
ballots have been cast thus far by pa-
trons. Returns at the Embassy on Broad-
way give Roosevelt 38,530, Willkie, 29,-

913. Results from the Radio City News-
reel Theater show Willkie leading 16,416
to Roosevelt's 9,092, while the company's
San Francisco house reports Roosevelt

6,543, Willkie, 9,900. Total for the

three stands give the President 64,165
to the Republican standard-bearer's 56,-

229.

_
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Indies Empower Committee to Fight Blocks of 5
•randt, Brecher, Weisman
o Study Suggestions and
"hart Course of Action

A committee composed of Harry
randt, Leo Brecher and Milton
reisman yesterday was given full

nwer to initiate any action to pre-
3nt the adoption of the five-picture

ause of the consent decree. Author-
y was voted by a meeting of 65
dependent exhibitors of the Metro-
jlitan area at the Hotel Astor.
Brandt, Brecher and Weisman
•presented the ITOA at the recent
icree hearings in Washington and
ie trio was vested with the power

(Continued on Pape 3)

ara, Will Stress

omedy in Product

Kansas City, Mo. — Paramount
nis for 1940-41 will be long on
medy, with heavy drama avoided
't the most part, it was learned

the company's top execs., both
ist and West, attended the first of

sales confabs here yesterday
: th district sales managers parti-

oating. Neil Agnew is pi-esiding.

The success of "Road to Singa-
jre" and "The Ghost Breakers" in

^ndon has shown producers the
lue of comedy films in these times,

(Continued on Page 7)

ore Rodgers-Exhibs.
arleys in Prospect

Following successful meetings
th exhibitors in Chicago, Cleve-
id and Cincinnati, W. F. Rodgers,
G-M general sales manager, con-

nplates similar sessions when pos-
le.

During the last week, Rodgers and
(Continued on Page 7)

Moore Celebrates;

Safe Robber "Aids"
Jacksonville, Fla.—A safe robber "aid-

ed" the Riverside Theater here in mark-
ing its seventh anniversary by getting
S500 out of the strongbox. House is

operated by M. C. Moore, prexy of the
SETOA.

PENNIES AS BINGO FREE SAMPLES
Syracuse Exhib. Gives $1,320 and Four-Door Sedan

as Game Awards; Admission, 75 Cents

Syracuse, N. Y.—Bingo and films

at 75 cents, introduced at the adja-
cent Brighton and Riviera Theaters
Tuesday night, attracted capacity
audiences, with Al Gilbert, who oper-
ates the two houses, yesterday term-
ing the "take" as "very satisfac-

tory."
Houses had advertised a cash

award of $1,000 and a two-door
sedan, but upped the cash to $1,320
and substituted a more costly four-
door car for the auto award.
To plug the Bingo inaugural, Gil-

bert flooded the downtown area

Tuesday with cards to which a new
1940 penny was attached. Inscrip-
tion read, "This is only a sample
of the cash given at the Riviera and
Brighton tonight."

Houses are de luxe nabes on the
South Side, located a short distance

apart. Both had 6 p.m. openings
Tuesday, Riviera playing "A Bill of

Divorcement" and the Brighton,

"Primrose Path."

Gilbert plans Bingo as a perman-
ent Tuesday-Friday policy at the two
houses.

Wehrenberg on Stand 7 Top "U" Pix Before

in Nick-Weston Trial Year Ends—Blumberg

St. Louis -— Fred Wehrenberg,
prexy of the MPTO of St. Louis,
Southern Illinois and Eastern Mis-
souri, yesterday repeated in the Fed-
eral Court at the trial of John P.

(Continued on Page 7)

CEA Council Meets,
Scorning Nazi Blitzkrieg

Universal will deliver seven top
pictures before the end of the year,
President Nate J. Blumberg said yes-
terday in pointing out that studio
improvements, started more than a
year ago, had proved to be the great-

(Continued on Page 4)

London (By Cable) — If further
proof were needed that it's "business
as usual" in the trade here, despite
the havoc worked by the continuing

(Continued on Page 7)

Skouras Theaters Plan
Directory for Dailies

Skouras Theaters Co. plans to in-

augurate a directory in New York
City newspapers, similar to the pro-

(Continued on Page 7)

Can Intervene in
Schechter Offers Opinion on Intervention

WB Philly Zone Mgrs.
In 6th Annual Meeting

Philadelphia—Warner Bros., Phila-
delphia zone yesterday held its sixth
annual managers' meeting at the
Ritz Carlton Hotel. Ted Schlanger,
zone head, who presided opened the
discussion on general business condi-
tions and the opening of the new

(Continued on Page 7)

Exhibitors have the right to in-

tervene in the pending equity suit

against the industry, in the opinion
of Jacob Schechter, noted attorney,
of the firm of Schechter & Sulzberg-
er. Asked for an opinion on the issue

by Max A. Cohen, president of New
York Allied, Schechter made the fol-

lowing statement

:

"In our opinion, motion picture ex-
hibitors have the right to intervene

(Continued on Page 4)

Press Conference Called;

Capital Expectant; Feel

Decision Will Be an Okay

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The Department of

Justice's decision on the proposed
consent decree to terminate the New
York equity suit against the "Big
Five" may be disclosed today.

Attorney General Robert Jackson,
the Department announced late yes-
terday, will hold a press conference
this morning, and trade circles here
last night felt there was a strong
possibility that the "break," eagerly
awaited, may come at that time.
However, there was nothing of an
official nature to bear this out.

Sources close to the Department
expressed confidence that the deci-

(Continued on Page 3)

Ad Pix in Theaters

Under ITOA's Taboo

Leasing of theaters to industrial
companies for the presentation of
free shows to the public was tabooed
yesterday by the ITOA which passed
a resolution against the participation
of any ITOA theater in such an ar-
rangement. Present contracts, how-
ever, will be fulfilled.

Action followed repercussions over
(Continued on Page 4)

Only N.Y., Los Angeles and
Chi., Now Playing GWTW
"Gone With the Wind" is playing

in only three cities in the U. S.;

namely, New York, Chicago and Los
Angeles. It is understood that the

(Continued on Page 4)

Walker Takes Oath
In Office of FDR

Washington Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Washington—With Associate Justice

Stanley Reed of the U. S. Supreme Court
administering the oath of office, Frank
C. Walker, president of Comerford The-
aters, Inc., and Comerford-Publix, Inc.,

yesterday was sworn in as Poastmaster
General to succeed James A. Farley. The
scene was the office of President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt.
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FINANCIAL
(Wednesday, Sept. 11)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vfc. (2l/

2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd.. S% 8'/2 85/a + %
East. Kodak 133V2 131

V

4 132'/2 + l'/2
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 26y4 25V4 25y4 — !/4
do pfd
Paramount 6 Vfc 5Va 5%
Paramount 1st pfd.. 83 82'/2 83 + 5V4
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 9% 9'/4 9'/2 + 14
RKO 2!/2 2</2 2i/

2 — y8
20th Century-Fox . . 5% 5?8 5% + Vfc

20th Century-Fox pfd. 16 16 16
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2l/2 2'/2 2'/2
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46.102% 1023/4 10234 — i/4
Loew's deb. 3'/2 s46 . . 1033/8 1033/8 1 03 3/8 + %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 'As47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 82 81 Vi 82 + %

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts 7-16 7-16 7-16
Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 9]/2 9'/2 9'/2 — 5

/g

FOR SALE!
Andre De Brie 35 mm. motion
picture camera in walnut finish

with Zeiss Jena Tessar 1 inch

F 3:5 lens, tripod and eight

cartridges complete with

leather carrying case for cam-
era and cartridges. In excel-

lent condition and a real buy.

For details write Box 1908,

THE FILM DAILY, 1501

Broadway, N. Y. C.

Metro and Loew Execs.
Honor Richey at Lunch

Home office executives of M-G-M
and Loew's, Inc., honored H. M.
Richey, newly appointed director of
exhibitor relations, at a luncheon
yesterday at the Hotel Astor. Event
was held to formally introduce Richey
to his new associates, with W. F.
Rodgers, general sales manager, do-
ing the introducing.
Among those present were:
E. W. Aaron, Joel Bezahler, Dave

Blum, Harry Bernstein, W. G. Bren-
ner, S. S. Braunberg, A. F. Cum-
mings, T. J. Connors, Tyree Dillard,
Jr., Oscar Doob, Charles Deesen, D.
0. Decker, Leopold Friedman, W. R.
Ferguson, Jay Gove, Irving Helfont,
1. L. Hirsch, W. D. Kelly, H. F.
Krecke, Arthur Lacks, W. I. Levene,
L. L. Lawrence, Arthur Loew, J. S.

MacLeod, Ira Martin, J. T. Mills, C.
C. Moskowitz, Herb Morgan, John
Murphy, Harold Postman, Eugene
Picker, J. R. Rubin, Marvin Schenck,
Si Seadler, S. A. Shirley, M. L. Si-

mons, C. J. Sonin, C. K. Stern, M. A.
Spring, Art Schmidt, E. M. Saunders,
and J. R. Vogel.

Cooper, Myrna Loy to Give
$5,000 Each to Red Cross

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Samuel Goldwyn yes-

terday announced that Gary Cooper
and Myrna Loy will each turn $5,000
over to the Red Cross, the amount in

both cases representing full compen-
sation for their appearance on the
Lux Radio Theater.
Cooper will star in a radio pro-

gram version of his picture, "The
Westerner," on Sept. 23. Myrna Loy
appeared in a radio version of "Man-
hattan Melodrama."

Skouras Trial Date Will
Be Fixed by Court Monday

Trial date of the criminal action
^cainst George P. Skouras, Skouras
Theaters Corp., Ktima Corp., and
Harvev B. Newins, will be set on
Monday by Federal Judge John C.
T<"nox after a hearing. All defendants
have been indicted for alleged illegal

influencing of a juricial decision.

"Pastor Hall" Premiere
To Get All the Trimmings

Opening of "Pastor Hall" at the
Globe on Sept. 20 will have all the
trimmings, with notables plentiful in

the audience. Globe will close the
previous night, remaining dark until

the doors open for the first-nighters.

Korda Signs 2 Players
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Alexander Korda has

signed Ronald Sinclair and Luis Al-
berni for important roles in "Lady
Hamilton."

Reopening Frisco Tivoli

San Francisco—The Tivoli The-
ater, long closed, is being remodeled
and renovated preparatory to reopen-
ing Sept. 30.

Loew-Poli Will Resume
Vaude in Conn. Houses

New Haven — Harry F. Shaw,
Loew-Poli division manager, an-
nounces that five-act vaude will be
resumed at the Globe, Bridgeport,
Monday nights. The Bijou, New
Haven, will resume last year's Sat-

urday night vaude shows beginning
Sept. 28, with the possible addition

cf another day weekly. Loew-Poli,

Waterbury, has George White Scan-

dals booked for Oct. 1-3, and Meriden
vaude date is not yet announced.
The Arena, Connecticut's- only in-

door sports theater, will reopen with

big-name vaude Sunday. Mitchell

Ayres and Jack Teagarden orches-

tras, Henry Armetta, and 7 other

acts lead off the programs for the

year, which, from present indica-

tions, will continue every Sunday
through the Fall. Admissions are

40-75 cents afternoons, and 55-85

cents and $1.10 evenings, including

tax. Nathan Podoloff manages.

Ferno and Ivens Suing,

Claiming Pact Breached

Breach of contract suit for $17,-

500 was revealed yesterday in the

New York Supreme Court with John
Ferno and Joris Ivens, producers,

asked for an order directing Harry
Woodburn Chase, chancellor of

N.Y.U., and Alfred P. Sloan, head

of the Sloan Foundation, to appear

for examination before trial. N.Y.U.
and the Foundation are charged with

violating a contract employing the

plaintiffs to produce two educational

films.

Silverstein Suit Asks
French Cinema Receiver

French Cinema Center, Inc., French
Film Import Co., Inc., Andre R.

Heymann and Gerry Heymann were
named defendants yesterday in a

suit filed in the New York Supreme
Court by Harry Silverstein, who de-

mands the appointment of a receiver

for French Cinema and a cancella-

tion of certain contracts. Silverstein,

alleged part owner of French Cin-

ema, charges waste of assets of the

company and diversion of profits of

the film "Harvest."

Fred W. Beetson Made
Central Casting Head

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Fred W. Beetson has

been made active head of Central
Casting Corp. by Association of Mo-
tion Picture Producers, and General
Manager Howard R. Philbrick will

work under his direction.

Para. Tourney Sept. 10

Paramount's 13th annual golf
tournament will be held Thursday
Sept. 19 at the Adolph Zukor golf

course in New City. John McDer-
mott and Joe Wood head the ar-

rangement committee.

COfliinC and GOMG

WILLIAM A. SCULLY, general sales manag

,

for Universal, and F. J. A. McCARTHY, Easte
sales manager, left last night for Toronto. Th
are due back in New York this week-end.

WILLIAM WYLER, director, and MACK Ml
LAR, Hollywood publicist, leave for the Coa
tomorrow on the TWA Stratoliner.

BETTE DAVIS arrives here the latter partf
next week from New England for a short st
before returning to the Coast.

THANOS SKOURAS leaves for Europe tomo
row on the Clipper.

LEON NETTER, Paramount theaters chieftai
j

and M. F. GOWTHORPE, of the theater depar
ment, left last night for the South.

FREDERICK GILDEMEYER, general manag
of the Western Electric Company in Cuba, h
left for Detroit after a short stay in New Yor

SPENCER TRACY left the Coast last nig
for a New York visit, stopping off in Washin

,

ton en route.

NAT HOLT, of the RKO theater department .

Cleveland, is at the Warwick.

MICHAEL CORDON, former stage manag
of the Croup Theater here, has left for t

Coast to work for Columbia.

NED BROWN, Hollywood literary agent, i

here from the Coast.

PHIL REISMAN arrived yesterday in Buen
Aires.

RUTH PENNEY, RKO fashion editor, is

town for a visit.

CHARLES OLSON, Indianapolis circuit oper
tor, is in New York.

Two Richmond Theaters
Holding Over "Howards"

Richmond, Va.—For the first tin

in this city's history, a pix is pla?

ing a holdover engagement simu
taneously in two theaters. Distin<

tion goes to Columbia's "Howards (

Virginia," which stays on at the Byi

and State where it opened day-an(

date Sept. 4.

"Boom Town" Stays Third
In 1 1 of First Key Dates

"Boom Town" has been held ovf

for a third week in 11 of its fin

key city release engagements at ac

vanced prices, M-G-M reported ye:

terday. Towns are Atlanta, Bait
more, Bridgeport, Cleveland, Colun
bus, Hartford, Houston, New Have
St. Louis, Wilmington and Wasl;
ington.

:

ELEGRAPHING TODAY VIA

fostal^li

Telegraph
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED IN

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE BUI.
j
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Indies Will Fight

Blocks of 5 Pix

(Continued from Pane 1)

take any action they think will be

he most effective. Move was decided

lollowing several hours of debate as

the best method of approaching
problem. All suggestions made
the meeting will be studied and

msidered by the committee before
c

efinite action is started.

Meanwhile, reports trickling in

•cm various parts of the country
idicate that independent exhibitors

(
.most unanimously are opposed to

. le plan whereby pictures must be
1 >ld only in blocks of five.

'

* F of L Courting Several
idependent Studio Guilds

'est Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood—With the appointment
Aubrey Blair, formerly with the

reen Actors Guild as American
(deration of Labor organizer, it is

ulerstood the A F of L will try

swing several independent stu-

D groups into the Federation fold.
; nong the independent groups are

reen directors, writers, set design-

3. script clerks, readers, publicists

d office employes guilds and mo-
n picture film editors.

est Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood — Union officials an-

unced that 30 members of the

American Society of Cinematogra-
-ers recently joined International

otographers' Local 659, an IATSE
ganization. Cameramen are being

^ ered a special reduced initiation

: for the next two weeks. It is now
ieved here that no separate chart-

will be granted to ASC by IA.

TcGuire-Shea to Produce
i&r Phono-Film Machines

\t Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
3ollywood — Neil McGuire and
ank Shea, latter of Bolton-Shea
pductions, have organized Con-
idated Producers Alliance to pro-

re and distribute 16 mm. product

lusively for Phono-Film, the How-
Christy-John Rough automatic

jector. Deal calls for a six-sub-

: reel weekly for 52 weeks.

\»mual Sousa Dead
an Francisco—Manuel S. Sousa,

treasurer of Redwood Theaters,
il here after a short illness.

' Major MPTO Roles
Loom for Schines

i
::

lit

Buffalo—The Schine Brothers, J. Meyer
ind Louis, henceforth will play major
oles in the MPTO of Buffalo, according
o Prexy A. Charles Hayman. Schine
:ircuit, with headquarters in Gloversville,

ecently placed all its houses in the Buf-

alo division in the MPTO fold.

.

'££fM

T T T
• • • ONE of our prominent pioneers Herman Robbing, prexy

o' National Screen Service and its commercial sons Advertising

Accessories, Inc. and National Screen Accessories is currently

rounding-out his 20th year of service to his organization and

the industry Under his potent regime NSS has progressed and

expanded to a point where it has 33 branches manned by

some 1,700 employes and serving more than 13,000 theaters

T T T
• • • THIS corner is sticking its neck out like Alice in

Wonderland when it talks about Herman in Filmland

'cause the latter is personally both camera and publicity shy

But if his warmly admiring retinue from fellow executive

potentates down to the office boys become so articulate

and actionful as to proclaim and stage an industry-wide

celebration to commemorate their big boss's biz birthday —
then we'll risk being a "worm" in the estimation of the pos-

sibly irate "Robbins" and talk publicly about him and the

event

T T
• • • WELL, the event's christened the Herman Robbins 20th An-

niversary Testimonial via which the NSS and its subsidiary cohorts

will say with deeds rather than words that they 'preciate

their prexy Accordingly, a sales drive the biggest in company

history gels under way en Monday and will continue for 15 weeks

through Dec. 28 Sales Manager George Dembow and the

sales force feel this way about it: "Herman Robbins has it coming

to him He's the backbone of everything that goes on around here

—the man who gathers up loose ends and makes sense out of

them the fellow who takes the rap 'when the heat's on the

man who co-ordinates all the parts of National Screen jig-saw and al-

ways knows where the missing piece is And we've never even

hung his picture in the ante-room or brought him a drink at the

golf tournament" Patently, on those last two counts alone the

NSS prexy deserves the impending Testimonial for up to this point

Mister Robbins has been robbed!

V T V
• • • AN early edition of the New York Times yes'day

had a swell accidentally-accorded tie-up with Metro's "Boom
Town" ad The latter depicted the dome of the Capitol The-

ater being blown-off by patron enthusiasm for the picture

Symbolically, the Capitol Theater dome is, as usual, repre-

sented by the dome of the nation's Capitol in Washington

Well, Sir, in an adjacent column was a news story relating

how a skylight in the said Capitol building in Washington

broke its moorings and fell It was probably just a coincidence

rather than the machinations of the Dietz boys 'Tis possible,

too, that the Washington mishap was caused by the big "draft"

getting out of Congressional hand (or lungs)

T T T
• • • KARL Hoblitzelle prexy of Interstate and Texas Con-

solidated circuits has informed employes of his more'n 100 theaters

that their jobs will await all who serve with the colors and,

where the case warrants it, no employe will be permitted to suffer

financial hardship during his sacrifice for the country's defense. . .

• International strife or nay the N. Y. Daily News finds space on

its esteemed editorial page to give a boost to a film and a star —
Warners' "They Drive By Night" and Ida Lupino

« « « » »

Jackson to Bare

Consent Stand Today!
(Continued from Page 1)

sion, if it comes, will be an okay for
the settlement. This was predicated
on the fact that Thurman W. Arnold,
Assistant Attorney General, is under-
stood to favor the decree despite stiff

opposition to some provisions ex-
pressed by exhibitors, plus the fact
that drafting has been proceeding
this week in New York.

Arbitration Appeals Board
Meetings Now Set for N. Y.

With the exception of a change
providing for regular meetings of
the arbitration appeals board in New
York instead of in Washington, as
originally proposed, it was learned
yesterday that the arbitration pro-
visions in the decree as previously
drafted will stand with few minor
modifications in phraseology.
Another meeting of the arbitra-

tion committee with the American
Arbitration Association is tentative-
ly scheduled for tomorrow to discuss
the codification of a set of rules and
by-laws.
The conference between Robert

Sher and Robert L. Wright, Govern-
ment attorneys, and counsel for the
five majors who accepted the decree,
was continued yesterday in the office

of Col. William J. Donovan with the
announcement that these meetings
will continue daily until the decree is

drawn in proper legal form.
Government attorneys again

averred that Thurman W. Arnold
has not yet rendered a decision on
the question of approving the decree.

FCC Members to Eye CBS
Color Television Sept. 23

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington— Three members of

the FCC will visit the CBS labora-

tories on Monday, Sept. 23, to view
Columbia's color television, it was
learned yesterday. Junket is in line

with a suggestion made this week
by Chairman James L. Fly.

Baseball League Meeting

A special meeting of representa-
tives of the motion picture company
baseball teams in the MP League
will be held today.

Lindsley Parsons
Maurice Chevalier

S. Manheimer
Alice Lake

Sylvan Simon
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7 Top "U" Pix Before

Year Ends—Blumberg
(Continued from Page 1)

est strengthening factor in the his-

tory of the company. Blumberg re-
turned early this week from the
Coast where he spent the Summer
at the studios.
Contrasting former production con-

ditions with today's activities, Blum-
berg said that as many as eight
major pictures were before the cam-
eras at one time, whereas three pic-

tures in production used to work a
hardship.
Now completed are "Spring Par-

ade," starring Deanna Durbin; "Sev-
en Sinners," with Marlene Dietrich
and John Wayne starred, and "A Lit-
tle Bit of Heaven," with Gloria Jean.
These will be playing within 30 days,
Blumberg said.

Two important pictures, "Hired
Wife" and "Argentine Nights," are
now on the screens, while four other
big ones are in production. They are
"Caribbean Holiday," "Back Street,"
"The Invisible Woman" and "The
Bank Dick."

Present list of big features, Blum-
berg declared, is more than Universal
had been able to deliver previously
in almost two seasons, yet the stu-
dios turned them out in a seven-
month shooting period. A string of
other big pictures will be ready for
release the beginning of January.

Only N. Y„ Los Angeles,
Chi. Now Playing GWTW

(Continued from Page 1)

picture will not be shown again gen-
erally until after Jan. 1 when it is

expected that a new policy will be
adopted.

Jersey Town to Get House
If Sunday Pix Are Okayed

Petitions for Sunday movies are
being circulated in Livingston, N.
J., by the municipality's Recreation
Commission. Behind the move, the
Commission states, is a proposal of

a theater chain to build if the Sun-
day shows are approved. The town-
ship now has no theater.

Under N. J. law, Sunday films are

prohibited unless approved by a ref-

erendum. The theater proposed would
seat about 600. At present, nearest

houses are in the Oranges and Cald-

well, distances of five or six miles.

20th-Fox Borrows Young
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has borrowed Robert Young
from Metro for "Western Union,"
replacing Don Ameche in the cast.

Peter Witt's Father Dead
Peter Witt, former personal rep-

resentative of Samuel Goldwyn in

Europe, and currently radio producer

at WHN, received word of the death

in Germany of his father, Dr. Joseph
Witt.

Sam Goldwyn Takes a Tip front Bay State's

Governor; "Easterner" Follows "Westerner"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood— If "The Westerner," why not "The Easterner"?
So asked Governor Levrett Saltonstall of Massachusetts in a telegram to Sam

Goldwyn yesterday, pointing out that the East also has "hardy ancestors and proud
glory."

Why not, indeed, was the quick Goldwyn rejoinder.

The producer announced the Bay State executive's suggestion had such merit that
he was starting plans immediately for "The Easterner" which, he added, would star

Gary Cooper and have Walter Brennan in the cast ... as also suggested by Saltonstall.

Warner Club Tournament
Calls 200 to Old Oaks

With some 200 golfers expected
to turn out, the Warner Club's an-
nual golf tournament is on at Old
Oaks Country Club, Purchase, today.
Carl Leserman, Warners assistant
general sales manager, will officiate

as emcee in handing out the more
than 50 awards at the dinner fol-

lowing the tournament.
Prominent industry executives

who will attend the Warner affair

include: Maj. Albert Warner, Grad
Sears, Carl Leserman, S. Schneider,
Mort Blumenstock, Joseph Hummel,
H. Rodner, Clayton Bond, J. Hazen,
H. Bareford, S. Friedman, K. Mac-
Donald, Roy Haines, Norman Moray,
A. W. Schwalberg, B. Klawans, S.

Levinson, Ned Depinet, Sam Rinzler,

Herman Robbins, Sam Dembow,
Leonard Goldenson, T. J. Martin, S.

MacDonald, Frank Phelps, Leonard
Schlesinger, Herman Starr, Rudy
Weiss and Jacob Wilk.
Trade paper representatives at-

tending include: Jack Alicoate, Don
Mersereau, Chester B. Bahn, John
Flinn, Red Kann, James Cunning-
ham, Chick Lewis, Sam Shain, A-
Mike Vogel, James Cron, Jack Har*
rison, Ray Gallagher, Lionel Toll,

Abe Bernstein and Lou Rydell.

11 Foreign Distribution

Deals Are Closed by PRC

Eleven foreign distribution deals

have been set by Producers Releas-

ing Corp., it was announced yester-

day by Leon Fromkess, manager of

foreign sales.

Deals for the 1940-41 lineup were
announced as follows:

United Kingdom, Pathe Pictures,

Ltd.; Argentina, Uruguay and Para-
guay, Terra Films Co.; Brazil, A. D.

Pinto Pictures, Inc.; Venezuela,
Aruba and Curacao, F. Veracoechea
& Co.; Mexico, Producers Releasing

Pictures of Mexico; Peru and Ecua-
dor, Distribuidora Franco-Peruana;
Puerto Rico, Santo Domingo and
Virgin Islands, Borinquen Films Co.;

Colombia, Alvar Films Co.; Cuba,
Commercial Film Co.; Hawaii, Con-
solidated Amusement Corp., and
British West Indies, Jamaica The-

aters, Ltd.

GWTW in Brazilian Debut

Rio de Janeiro (By Air Mail)

—

GWTW finally opens in Brazil to-

night, pix getting a gala at the
Metro Theater under the patronage
of Senora Vargas, wife of the Bra-
zilian President, for the benefit of

Brazil's foremost children's charity.

Stokes-Edmonds Will
Enter Cartoon Field

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Stokes-Edmonds Pro-

ductions has been incorporated to
produce a series of one-reel animated
cartoons in Technicolor, starring
"Sassy Sis." Negotiations are now
being concluded for a major release.
Schedule calls for 13 cartoons to be
produced the first year. Productions
on the first will begin late this
month.

President of the corporation is

Bob Stokes who, for the past five

years has been connected with the
Walt Disney Studios. Vice-President
and treasurer of the new corporation
is Paul Edmonds, until recently per-
sonal business representative for
Boris Morros Productions.
Herbert T. Silverberg has been re-

tained as attorney and the George
R. Bilson office has been engaged to
handle press relations.

Marcus Loew's Theaters
Again Cuts Div. Arrears

Toronto—Arrears on the 7 per
cent cumulative preferred stock of
Marcus Loew's Theaters, Ltd., op-
erating Loews' and Uptown Theaters
here, will amount to $8.75 per share
after payment of the dividend of
$1.75 per share, in addition to the
regular quarterly of $1.75 declared.
Similar payments were made in the
previous two quarters, so that total
disbursements since the first of the
current year will total $10.50 per
share. Last year the company paid
$31.50 per share and in 1938, it paid
$10.50.

Current dividend is payable Sept.
30 to shareholders of record Sept. 21.

Hawaiian Circuit Deal
Negotiated by Republic

San Francisco—Republic closed a
deal for its entire 1940-41 product
with the Royal Amusement Co. of
Honolulu, operating a chain of the-
aters in the Hawaiian Islands.
James R. Grainger, president of

Republic Pictures, and Sid Weis-
baum, San Francisco branch man-
ager, represented Republic in this
deal. W. J. Citron represented the
Royal Amusement Company.

Gillette Now Lieut.-Col.

Maj. Melvin Gillette, in charge of
the training film field unit of the
U. S. Army Signal Corps., has been
made a lieutenant-colonel.

Says Exhibitors Can

Intervene in Suit

(Continued from Page 1)

in the pending equity suit broug
by the U. S. against the leading m
tion picture producers and distrib

tors for violation of the anti-tru
laws.
"We feel that valuable rights

the exhibitors will be adverse
affected by certain provisions of tl

proposed consent decree, and unle
an opportunity is afforded to the e

hibitors, by way of intervention
the pending suit, to be heard in su
port of their claims and in defen
of their rights, they will be divest'

of such rights without due proce
of law."

Ad Pix in Theaters
Under ITOA Taboo

(Continued from Page 1)

the leasing of more than 100 the
ters in the Metropolitan area by t
makers of Chesterfield cigarettes.

Lecturers for N. Y. U/s
Film Course Announced

Lecturers lined up for the moti<
picture course to be given by t

School of Education of New Yo
University, starting Sept. 26, we
announced yesterday, and inclul

many widely known in the industi
Scheduled to appear during t

course are:
Roger Albright, Film Custodial

Inc.; V. C. Arnspiger, Erpi Clas
room Films; Walter Barnes, Natio
al Council of Teachers of Englis
Dr. A. A. Brill, psychiatrist; Walt
Clark, Eastman Research Laboi
tories; Louis deRochemont, produc<
The March of Time; Arthur H. E
Bra, MPPDA; George Freedley, <

rector, Theater Collection, New Yo
Public Library; Arthur Garfie

Hays, Civil Liberties Union; Sylv
Harris, editor, Journal of the SMP
Fanning Hearon, American Fij

Center; Hal Hode, Columbia P
tures.

Alice V. Keliher, Progressive E
ucation Association; William Lew
National Education Associatic
Kurt L. London, author, Film Mus
Dr. Joseph F. Montague, pioneer
medical films; Louis Nizer, film ;

torney and executive, New Yo
Film Board of Trade; Grace Fisr.

Ramsey, Museum of Natural H
tory; Marian Robertson, RKO tale

scout; William L. Rogers, Harm
Foundation; Frank K. Speidell, pri

ident, Eastern Service Studios; Sta
Woodard, producer.

Registration for the course «
be Sept. 19-23. Course meets Tmi!
day nights at 8:15 in the School
Education auditorium.

"Lucky Partners" Topping
"Lucky Partners" at the Ra(

City Music Hall on Monday a

Tuesday topped the grosses of "I

Favorite Wife" for a correspond!
period, RKO said yesterday.
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The greatest

star of the

screen!

Although we've never had our face

lifted, we do know what it's like to feel

young all of a sudden.

• •
There was Mickey
Rooney at the

drums, there was

Judy Garland at

the voice, and f

there were we and

all the audience at

our happiest.

• • • •

That trip to see "Strike Up The Band''

was a trip to the Fountain of Youth.

• • • •
It started us singing. Usually our vocal

efforts are confined to the marbled halls

of the shower-room, but after seeing

this new M-G-M sooper dooper musical

smash, our little voice went pattering

all over the house.

• • • •

The boys and girls

in the picture get

the plot inspira-

tion from Maestro

Paul Whiteman
himself. Over the

years Whiteman
has deserved the

title His Royal

/f^*^ Highness of
,' Rhythm. Paul's

music never palls.

• • • •
We have a flock of bouquets to pass

around on this one. We'll toss a few to

Arthur Freed, the hit Ascap song-writer

who turned producer ; toBusby Berkeley

,

the director; and to those brother rats,

Monks and Finklehoffe, who wrote the

screen play.

• • • •
When you hear "Our Love Affair,"

others will hear you. It's more than a

melody, it's an infection.

• • • •
But the final repeat rave must be held

for those incomparable artists of the

present and future, those babes in arms,

Rooney and Garland. We call them
Punch and Judy, because punch is what

they've got.

• •
No wonder

we're

singing —JieO- $J&U
w

THE SPIRIT OF 1940!
(Be there when the band starts playing!)

n^llcke

EUP
TUBBAND

Wl'dh

Above: Latest issue of M-G-M's
famed national magazine column
reaching 107,681,000 readers.

PAUL WHITEMAN
AND HIS ORCHESTRA

June Preisser •WilliamTracy • Original Screen Play

by Jobn Monks, Jr. ana Fred Finbleborfe • Directed by Busby

Berkeley • Produced by Artbur Freed • An M-G-M Picture
LITHO I
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Para. Will Stress

Comedy in Product

(Continued from Page 1)

and with the U. S. facing a tense

and trying- period as it strives to

place its national defenses in order,

-: is felt that the comedy trend will

\ie equally effective on this side.

It was pointed out that even
NWMP uses a great deal of com-
edy, a rarity for a Cecil B. De Mille

production. Those here for the meet-

ing saw the De Mille film and studied

the audience reaction last night at

the Newman theater. Decision as

to the sales policy for the picture

will be made at today's session. Its

13 reels precludes the possibility

that some "B" picture can share time

with it on a double bill.

Screened yesterday for the sales

execs, and others were three other

pix, "There's Magic in Music," "Love

Thy Neighbor" and "Christmas in

July."

WB Philly Zone Mgrs.

In 6th Annual Meeting

(Continued from Page 1)

1

show season. He welcomed 18 form-

er assistant managers who now oc-

cupy managerial berths. He cited

various accomplishments of the past

year in the circuit, principally in the-

ater expansion and pooling arrange-

ments of commercial properties.

Among the guests was Joseph
Bemhard, general manager of War-
ner Bros. Theaters, who outlined the

progress of the theater department,
counseled the 105 managers present

on the importance of service, theater

policies and merchandising of pic-

tures and its importance to theater

progress in face of foreign condi-

tions.

Bernhard presented three cars, one
each to Managers Bill Lafferty of

the Liberty Theater, Lewis Black of

the Warner Theater in Wilmington
and Herman Comer of the Capitol

Theater who were awarded the prizes

for outstanding achievements in the

zone during the past year. Bernhard
also offered three cars as an incen-

tive to the men for the new year.

Harry Goldberg, National Theater
ad head, addressed the men on new
season's product.

Others on the dais were Sam
Schwartz, real estate head, Everett
Callow, advertising chief, Lester

Krieger, head booker, J. Ellis Ship-

man, contact supervisor, Robert
Mills, construction, William Charles,

sound and projection, Joseph Feld-
man, personnel head.
Among highlights of the meeting

was the announcement that the
Philadelphia zone had achieved first

place in the fourth and final quarter
of the circuit's drive for greater
grosses, first place in the third, and
second place in the second quarter.
If the final tally shows the zone
managers to be leaders of the entire

circuit, it will bring some $10,500
to be divided among the managers.

Britain Asks Cinemas Aid in Raising Smoke
Haze in industrial Centers to Foil Nazis

London (By Air Mail)—As a means of concealing objectives from Nazi air raiders,

exhibitors are asked by the Ministry of Home Security to aid in raising a smoke haze
in industrial centers. While this aid is not possible in Summer, exhibs. will later be
visited by officials seeking their co-operation when the weather grows colder.

More Rodgers-Exhibs.
Parleys in Prospect

(Continued from Page 1)

H. M. Richey, director of exhibitor
relations, discussed product in gen-
eral, and "Boom Town" in particu-
lar, with hurriedly called groups of
theater men.
Rodgers pointed out at the sessions

that the request for raising admis-
sion prices on "Boom Town" was
made so that both the exhibitor and
the company could profit by the en-

gagement. He said the move was
not inaugurated as a way to offset

foreign losses but merely as a meas-
ure of good business.

In Chicago, Rodgers and Richey
met with Illinois Allied's board of

directors. In Cleveland, 53 exhibi-

tors representing 160 theaters at-

tended the informal meeting, while

74 exhibitors representing 200 the-

aters attended in Cincinnati.

Skouras Theaters Plan
Directory for Dailies

(Continued from Page 1)

gram announcements currently used
by RKO and Loew's. Skouras op-

erates about 65 theaters in and
around New York. It is understood

that a special department will be set

up to handle the directory.

Hollywood Stars on Radio
To Aid Canadian Red Cross

Montreal—Topflight film stars and
the Dionne Quintuplets will contrib-

ute to a radio program on Sept. 29

in aid of the Canadian Red Cross

emergency appeal for funds, the CBC
announces.
Alan Mowbray will act as emcee

for the Hollywood portion of the pro-

gram and the cast will include Norma
Shearer, Deanna Durbin, Ronald Col-

man, Charles Laughton, Merle Obe-

ron, Errol Flynn, Anna Neagle, Brian

Aherne, Basil Rathbone. Nigel Bruce,

Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Herbert Mar-
shall. Alec Templeton, C. Aubrey
Smith and Pat O'Malley. The Quins

will broadcast from the nursery near

Callander.
The program will be broadcast

over the CBC national network from
7 to 8 p.m. EST.

Say N. W. Selling at 1939

Level; "Strike" Scouted

Minneapolis—Contention by Allied

Theaters of the Northwest that a

buyers' strike is in progress by in-

dies in this territory is challenged

by exchange managers here. Ac-
cording to branch sales heads, deals

closed are up to the 1939 level, de-

spite the fact that there was no
early selling attempted.

CEA Council Meets,
Scorning Nazi Blitzkrieg

(Continued from Page 1)

Nazi aerial blitz, it was provided
yesterday when the CEA General
Council regular meeting was held
here per schedule.
The Ministry of Home Defense

thus far has made no move to close
houses in the West End and suburbs.
Exhibs. there, however, will voluntar-
ily close at 9 p.m. in the future. The
9 p.m. curfew was first applied last

night.

The trade's general "carry on"
attitude, a reflection of the national
spirit, is reflected all down the line.

Trade screenings are as well attend-
ed by exhibs. and critics of the dailies

as though there was no war, nor has
the war crimped enthusiasm over
product.
UA's trade showing of Goldwyn's

"The Westerner" at the Regal while
Nazi bombers were attacking brought
a full turnout, netted rave reviews
in the national dailies. Which just
goes to show the temper prevailing.

Commercial Films Off

Sharply at Mich. Fair

Detroit—The use of commercial
pictures showed a marked drop this

year at the Michigan State Fair. In
recent seasons, three or four theaters
have been erected, and at least a
half dozen exhibitors have also used
small trans-lux type projectors for

shows in the open. This year, only
one permanent projection exhibit

was listed, that of the Dodge Truck
Division.

Using a 450-seat tent theater,

this theater gave a 75 minute con-
tinuous show, playing to an esti-

mated 30,000 people in 10 days.

The new "Army on Wheels," a Wild-
ing Production, was given its pre-

miere here, and other films shown
were "Wheels Over Africa," "Thrill

Hunters," and "Land of the Free."

Theater was operated by Wilding-

Pictures for Dodge.

Warners Assign Cagney
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — James Cagney has

been assigned to the lead in Warner
Bros, army film, "The Tanks Are
Coming." Raoul Walsh will direct.

Jeffrey Lynn has been added to "The
Fabulous Thirties" cast, and Joan
Brooks to "Carnival."

RKO Gets Craig for "Foyle"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — RKO has bought

James Craig's contract with Univers-
al and assigned him to "Kitty
Foyle." Studio has borrowed Mildred
Coles from Warners for 'Debutante,

Inc."

Wehrenberg on Stand

In Nick-Weslon Trial

(Continued from Page 1)

Nick and Clyde A. Weston the story
of how in the Fall of 1936 Nick de-
livered to the theater owners a new
contract with the projectionists that
denied the workers the large wage
increases that had been previously
demanded by the union officials and
that the same afternoon a committee
of the theater owners paid $10,000
to State Representative Edward M.
"Putty Nose" Brady at a South Side
bank.
Wehrenberg stated in the course of

his testimony that in his negotiations
with the committee prior to being
paid the $10,000, Brady had stated
that George E. Browne, international
president of the IATSE, did not want
any trouble over the St. Louis wage
scale and that a contract could be
delivered for $6,000. Later, however,
the payment to Brady was raised
to $10,000.

Early this year in the state court
both Nick and Brady were cleared of
extortion charges based on this

alleged $10,000 payment to Brady.
Just before court adjourned for

the day Walter A. Thimmig, owner
of the McNair Theater in South St.

Louis, a member of the 1937 labor
committee of the MPTO, recalled
that one day during the course of
negotiations over a new contract for
1937 Clyde A. Weston remarked that
"for $10,000 he would help get a
satisfactory contract for the theater
owners."

In 1937 the operators were given
a 40-hour week, their wages being
increased from $2.50 to $5, but the
net result meant little if any increase
to the workers, Thimmig said, since
in 1936 they had received overtime
that more than offset the basic wage
raise.

The Government contends the
wage demands of from $15 to $30 a
week increase made in 1937 by Nick
and Weston were for the purpose of
obtaining $6,500 from the theater

Westinghouse's Biggest
Month Reported by Bucher

Pittsburgh — Westinghouse Elec-
tric and Mfg. Co. enjoyed its "big-
gest month in its history," it was as-

serted here yesterday by Prexy
George H. Bucher, as he announced
that orders for August amounted to

$57,352,054, and that employment
was approaching the peak months
of 1929 and 1937.

Orders, he said, for the first eight
months this year were $226,513,813
as against $135,542,968 in the cor-
responding period of 1939.

"Divorce" Running Ahead
Para.'s "I Want a Divorce" topped

"Rhythm on the River" and "Road to

Singapore" at both the Paramount,
Los Angeles, and Michigan, Detroit,

first two pre-release key city engage-
ments, the home office reported yes-
terday.

1

I
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Unified Projection

Boosts NTS Sales

Since introduction of its unified or
"naked eye" program, National The-
ater Supply Co. sales of projection
equipment have boomed sharply, it

is asserted by Walter E. Green, NTS
president.

Explaining the upswing, Green
points out that today's improved
projection equipment produces re-

sults which the exhibitor can see

with the naked eye, and a difference,

too, which is appreciated by the
public.

Any theater modernization, he de-

clares, helps the box-office, but it is

in picture quality that results of
modernization are most evident, and
this benefit can be measured. For
this reason, he explains, his organi-
zation introduced the unified projec-

tion program, comprised of four dis-

tinct units,—Simplex E-7 Projectors,

supplying from 12 to 15 per cent
more light on the screen via syn-
chronized front and rear shutters

than the old-type projectors; the new
"One Kilowat" type Simplex High
Lamps; the new Walker Moulded
Plastic Screen; and the new treated
surface Bausch & Lomb f.2 Super
Cinephor Lenses.

Green calls attention to the fact

that with each of these improve-
ments alone, the exhibitor can see

the difference on his screen, and,

with all together, the showman and
his patrons can readily discern the

vast improvement in the projected

picture.

UCT's Fox Remodeled
Turlock, Calif.—Local Fox The-

ater, owned by United California
Theaters, has just completed a $75,-

000 remodeling program. It has been
redecorated throughout, equipped
with new sound and projection, new
draperies added, seating capacity

increased to 1,300, and screen size

increased to 17 by 22 feet.

Capitalize Drive-in
For Capital City

Possibly influenced by the success this

Summer of the drive-in theater in Rens-
selaer, N. Y., neighboring Albany, just

across the Hudson River, is getting a

theater of this type. Drive-ln Theaters
Corp., recently chartered and with capi-
tal of 500 shares no-par value stock,

will operate the project. The new drive-

in will be located near the traffic circle

on the Albany-Saratoga road.

Veteran Carbon Bulb
Rivals Eternal Light

Pittsfield, Mass.—An electric light
bulb has made a record run at the
Capitol Theater, beating even the
mark set up by "Tobacco Road."
The carbon bulb, part of the exit
sign, is a type obsolete today. It

apparently was made in 1920, and,
according to the theater manager,
Edward M. Dowling, has been in the
sign since the theater was built in

1922. It has been burning 10 hours
a day, 52 weeks a year, which totals

up to about 54,000 hours of continu-
ous light. Inasmuch as the modern
bulb is supposed to burn 1,000 hours
Dowling looks on his bulb as

something of a champion.

Associated House Reopens
Independence, Mo.—The new Gra-

nada Theater, remodeled at a cost of

approximately $50,000, has reopened
here. Present at the opening cere-

monies were J. A. Becker, presi-

dent of Associated Theaters, Inc.,

Mrs. Allie Winkler, and Lau-
ren Turner, members of the as-

sociation, several distributors from
Kansas City, and others who had a

part in the construction and equip-

ping of the new theater.

Detroit's Colonial Resumes
Detroit—Midwest Theaters' Colon-

ial has re-opened here, alterations

to the house having been completed.

A new floor, drapes, decorations and
seats comprise improvements. Seats

were installed bv American Seating

Co.

C. ROSS h
MOTION PICTURE LIGHTING EQUIPMENT

RENTALS: A full line of modern equipment together with o stoff of trained men to

handle any job large or small any time, anywhere. Generator trucks, searchlights

and floodlights, for premieres and general lighting activities.

SALES: Everything in the line of equipment for motion picture and photographic

studios. .

SERVICE: We are prepared to offer the finest service, equipment and technical

advice obtainable in the East. Your requirements taken care of to the last

minute detail.

As Sole Eastern Distributors, we carry the full and complete line of

equipment manufactured by:—
MOLE-RICHARDSON CO., Hollywood, California

Incomparable Lighting Equipment Estimates Cheerfully Given

Let Us Enlighten You on Your Lighting Problems

CHARLES ROSS, INC.
244-50 WEST 49th STREET Tel. Circle 6-5470-1-2 NEW YORK CITY

Ala. House Orders

Crestwood Carpels

Montgomery, Ala.—To equip the

new Charles Theater, which will be

opened here about Oct. 10, Charles

Rook, owner-manager, announces

purchase of the following supplies
from National Theater Supply Com-
pany, Atlanta, Ga.:
Alexander Smith carpet, national

crestwood pattern, for auditorium
and ladies' lounge; 161 sq. ft. rubber
matting for the interior lobby; a
Walker silver sheet 15 x 20; Sim-
plex 4-Star type B sound equipment;
projection equipment consisting of

Simplex E-7 head and super-simplex
bases, magna arc lamps with Hert-
ner 65-130 ampere generator; eight
lobby display frames 40 x 60, cus-
tom-built; a hot-air radiating system
with natural gas-fired boiler; venti-

lating equipment consisting of water
system with intake and exhaust de-
signed by National Theater Supply
Co.
A gala opening with several hun-

dred theater men from this trade
territory as guests of Manager Rook
at a dinner party in the Greystone
Hotel is planned. A 16-page book-

let describing the theater will be
the giveaway opening day.

B & K Improvements Continue

Chicago—Balaban & Katz con-

tinue their theater improvement pro-

gram. Seating job at the Chicago
theater is now finished and work is

under way on the two thousand de

luxe-seat job at the United Artists.

Sign installations all over the cir-

cuit have been overhauled and
brought up to date, more neon being
used.

Great States subsidiary have in-

stalled the latest RCA sound in the
Irvin theater, Bloomington, 111.; a
similar job for the Peerless theater,

Kewanee; while the LaGrange the-

ater of the B & K circuit has a new
type horn system with a high fre-

quency unit.

Equipment Fi
By GEC

Equipment Ed. ;

pILM entertainment will return
soon to Menominee Falls, WisJ

for excavation has started for the
Falls Theater to replace the house
razed several months ago by fire.

Ray E. Zahn operates the theater,
the only one in the town.

* * *

Herb Griffin of International Pro-
jector Corp. has been in Washington
this week on business and will return
to New York today.

* * *

Three new WE sound installations
have been completed by Altec Ser-
vice Corp. in Michigan theaters,

—

Four Star models in the Farmington
for Associated Theaters, in the Bel-
vil at Belleville for W. P. Kirchner,
and Motiograph combination in the
Midway at Davison for Harry Ho-
bolth.

* * *

Ben T. Pitts, prominent Virginia
circuit operator, was a delegate to the
State Convention of Young Demo-
crats held recently in Richmond.

* * *

From Luray, Va., comes word that
Denver F. Aleshire, theater operator
and prexy of the Chamber of Com-
merce there, has been named a mem-
ber of the Luray Park Board, which
supervises all public parks and the
Singing Tower.

* * *

The foreign department of Erpi re-
cently received a coupon from an ad-
vertisement for Western Electric hear-
ing aids which was mailed from La

BERflffl
FLAG AND VALANCE CO.

71 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.

646 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Illinois

8954 Gibson Street, Los Angeles, Calif.

Speed Featured Job
On Cleveland's Regent

Cleveland—The Regent Theater, ]
I

belonging to the Paul Gusdanovic
circuit, has re-opened after a speedy i

five-day alteration job, which called ;

for new Irwin fully upholstered
chairs, new Alexander Smith carpet
and complete interior decorations all

supplied by National Theaters Sup-
ply Company under the direction of

NTS manager L. H. Walters.
Inaugurating a book premium pol-

icy, Gusdanovic gave away Vol. L It

of an encyclopedia to all adult pat-

rons attending the opening day per-

formances. The encyclopedia deal is I:

handled by Milt Mooney of Co-Op-
erative Theaters of Ohio.

p-

I

th :

it-

Evergreen Signs Altec
Altec has secured contracts wit!

the Evergreen Theaters Circuit, Seat-

tle, Washington covering theaters a

operated by them in Seattle, Bel-

lingham, Bremerton, Spokane and

Vancouver, Washington and Port-

land, Oregon. These contracts were
negotiated by B. W. Ardell of Altec's.,.

Seattle office.

i
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gos, Nigeria, and which was signed,

boldly and clearly, "J. O. Unbreak-
lble."

* * *

Anker Winther has been made
assistant general manager of the
fifork Ice Machinery Corp., according
to an announcement by John R.
rlertzler, general sales manager.
The appointee is a native of Brook-
yn and attended Steven's Institute
if Technology.

* * *

, Out in Ashland, O., a bond issue for
230,000 to construct a new opera
ouse building and municipal center
vill be submitted to voters there in
November. Present building, housing

: movie theater, has been condemned
. ud the proposed structure would be
rected on the present site.

* * *

Difficulties over construction of the
rem Theater, Beaverton, Mich., by
. H. Menthner have been ended by
cquisition of additional land from
le adjoining Community Building
ttr exit purposes. Menthner's plans
ere blocked a year ago when own-
rs of the adjoining land he planned
) buy refused to sell. New house
ill be ready in about a month.

* • *

: New-type individual loudspeakers
hich are placed in automobiles are
zing installed in Loew's Drive-In
heaters at Providence, R. I., and
ethuen, Mass., under a contract

\<osed with RCA Photophone by E. M.
oew.

'.oldstein Re-Opens
trand In Holyoke

Holyoke, Mass.—The Strand The-
r, completely modernized, has re-
ened with a policy of two first-run
tures.

eaturing the extensive alterations
the wide aisle placed in the rear
the orchestra, new carpets, new
orations on the ceiling and da-
sk on the walls.
new silver screen and the im-

ovement of the sound system are
her features.

1 IN. E. Goldstein, president of the
Iiastern Massachusetts Theaters, of
ii|.ich the Strand and Victory of

ITfs
city are a part, annonunces

_ »t George Laby, manager of the
:tory, will become city manager
the company and direct the op-

ition of both theaters.

ins Ohio House
Tampbell, O.—Leonard Constan-
D has announced plans to build a

v 500-seat motion picture theater
Willson Ave. Plans are now be-

completed and construction is to

rt this month.

Fla. Houses Prepare

For Winter Season

Brisk activity in both new the-

ater construction and remodeling is

reported from the Florida territory.

E. J. Sparks, owner and operator
of more than 100 theaters in 35 cities

throughout the State is announcing
a new theater for Lake Wales, which
will be a 600-seater designed by
Roy A. Benjamin, Jacksonville ar
chitect. Latter is also working on
plans for the new Sparks house in

Colonialtown bids for which will be

asked this month.
Work has been started on the $50,-

000 indie theater building in Colon-

ialtown for the account of George
and Mrs. Fekany of Orlando. This
will be a 900-seater designed by
Hrrold Hair of Winter Park.
The new Prince Theater is fast

nearing completion in Pahokee, and
will be ready to open this autumn,
according to Gold & Dobrow, own-
ers.

Plans are completed for the re-

building of the Everglades Theater,

in Belle Glade, another Gold & Dob-
row stand whose balcony will be re-

built and auditorium reseated and
redecorated.

J. L. Marenette, manager of the

Howell in Palatka, asserts that ex-

tensive repairs and remodeling will

be done to that theater immediately

so it will be ready for the winter
season. New floor covering, wall re-

decorations, and new fixtures are

among items listed.

Fred J. Case, manager of the Pom-
pano, in Pompano, has returned

there following an extended trip

through the West, and announces
that after repairs and alterations

to the house have been effected, it

will be reopened for the season.

To Transform Hotel

Into Modern Movie

McMinville. Ore. — McMinville
Amusement Company headed by M.
W. and R. J. Mattecheck, for some
years past operating the Lark and
Gaiety Theaters here, announce the

building of a third theater here, coun-

ty seat of a prosperous farming
community.
The old Yamhill Hotel, which for

half a century has been one of the

county's standbys, will undergo a

$60,000 reconstruction job to become
the largest and most completely

equipped showhouse in this part of

the state.

Modernistic lines will be followed

throughout in the reconstruction job.

All three floors of the existing build-

ing will be eliminated, to provide

for a full-sized theater seating 800

people.

Erpi Mgr. Survives
Custom-Ntade Crisis

Uda Ross, Erpi manager in Lima, Peru,

served recently as "godfather" at the
dedication of a new Peruvian theater.

He followed local custom and passed
out handfuls of coins at the ceremony,
whereupon he was nearly mobbed by
enthusiastic street urchins. Ross escaped
with his life, however, and is scheduled
to arrive in New York, after close to 10
years in South America, on or about
Oct. 5.

Former Kansas Exhib.
Back In Film Ranks

Ottawa, Kas.—E. Van Hyning, for-

mer Ottawa theater man, has signed
a lease for a local building which he
plans to remodel as a theater at a

cost of $7,000 to $8,000.

In addition, Van Hyning expects
to install $10,000 worth of equip-
ment and fixtures. He formerly op-
erated the Pastime Theater here.
More than 15 years ago, it was
bought by the Fox circuit and was
later changed to the Strand Theater.
Several years ago, the Fox inter-

ests rebuilt the old Crystal Theater,
making it into the present Plaza.

RCA Regional* Shape

Sales Procedure

Camden—Indianapolis meeting of
RCA Photophone sales and service
representatives from the company's
Central Division and a number of
factory executives from the Indian-
apolis plant opens in that mid-West
city today.

Conclave is one of a series of
three regionals, first of which was
held Tuesday of this week in Cam-
den. Final gathering will be in

Hollywood next Tuesday, bringing
together sales and service men of the
Western Division.

The Camden meeting was at-

tended by all district sales manag-
ers, Photophone sales and service
representatives of the Eastern Divi-
sion, augmented by representatives
of RCA Photophone's export field.

Purpose of the meetings, at each
of which the program is essentially

the same, is to announce plans for
the fourth quarter of 1940 and re-

view organization's achievements in

the first months of 1940.

'SOUTH OF PAGO PAGO

There isn't any SEX appeal in Alex-

ander Smith Carpets but there's

plenty of BOX OFFICE appeal . . .

evidenced by the fact that this famous

floor covering is used by most of the

country's successful theatres.

ALEXANDER SMITH CARPET

'
:



"There's a big difference in the expression

of my audiences since I installed the new

'One-Kilowatt' High Intensity Arcs. They

smile and seem more alert and interested.

Of course that makes me smile

too, because they like my show

and come back for more.

"Yes sir! Quality projection

pays! That fifty per cent extra

light on the screen— that snow

white light of daylight quality

put my small theatre in a class

/
HIGH INTENSITY

CARBON ARC LAMPS
supply all the spectral

colors in essentially

even balance. That is

why they give true

color reproduction.

THE NEW "ONE-KILOWATT
ARCS USE "NATIONAL.
"SUPREX" AND "OROTIP

CARBONS

with the best. It's a great feeling to

know that your projection is modern and

up-to-date.

"The smiles on the faces of my patrons

and better box-office receipts

tell me that I used good judg-

ment when I installed the new

'One -Kilowatt' High Intensity

Arcs, especially since the instal-

lation and operating costs of

this new equipment are so

reasonable."

The words "National," "Suprex" and "Orotip" are trade-marks of National Carbon Company, Inc.

Carbon Sales Division, Cleveland, Ohio

NATIONAL CARBON COMPANY, INC. GENERAL OFFICES

Unit of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation , 3b East 4irid Street, New York, N. Y.

nm BRANCH SALES OFFICES •

New York, Pittsburgh, Chicago, St. Louis, San Francisco



?) W 44TH ST
MSl

jlntimate in Character
International in Scope
Independent in Thought

FILE COPYDO NOT REMOVE

The Daily Newipapot
Oi Motion Pictures
Twenty-Two Yean Old

'OL. 78, NO. 53 NEW YORK, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13. 1940 TEN CENTS

DECREE PARLEYS TO CONTINUE NEXT WEEK

Schools Clamoring for Use of More Short Reels
stimated Industry Could
Cake 500 Added Subjects
vailable in Classrooms

School authorities are asking that

e short subjects made available
educational institutions be ex-

lded to include eligible subjects
at have accumulated during the

st two years.

The service, sponsored by the Ad-
wry Committee on the Use of Mo-
ri Pictures in Education, has been
ide possible by producer members
the MPPDA which have released

ar-old shorts to schools, provided
,- subjects have definite educational

lue.

Latest reports are that the films
{Continued on Page 6)

orn May Sell O.K.

rcuit to Griffith

Dallas—Negotiations for the sale

the 0. K. Theaters circuit, con-

:ing of 18 theaters in West Texas
i owned by Oscar Korn, to Wes-
( theaters, headed by R. E. Grif-

, contemplate the turning over

the houses on Oct. 1.

P Associates May
come Variety Club

IK-ffiliation
of Motion Picture As-

ates with the Variety Clubs,

reby establishing a Variety Tent
New York City, looms as a pos-

lity, following a suggestion made
terday by W. F. Rodgers at the

ociates' first meeting of the sea-
!. Suggestion will be taken un-

, advisement at the next meeting

t :he New York organization's ex-
(Continued on Page 8)

58 Planing Spanish
Plx in Denver Area

Denver—According to Albert Coppell
f the Coppell Amusement Co., handling
panish-Mexican films, 58 houses in the
'enver territory are using those films
rom one to five days a week. This
igure includes 11 signed in Utah and
bnfana on his latest trip through the
Brritory.

1

Metro's London Headquarters Badly Damaged
By Nazi Bombs; Personnel Had Been Shifted

Reports that the M-C-M office at 19 Tower Street in London had been damaged
by bombs during a recent air raid were received here yesterday. It was said that

the company's headquarters had been damaged severely but that most of the personnel

had been transferred to temporary offices at Rickmansworth.
It also was reported that a motion picture theater next to the famous Mme.

Tussand's wjx works had been struck

Para. Wants Higher RCA in Screen Field

Admission for NWMP Via Indie Dealers

Kansas City—Paramount will ask
exhibitors to raise admission prices

wherever possible for Cecil B. De
Mille's "Northwest Mounted Police."

This decision was reached yesterday
following a reportedly enthusiastic
reception by a preview audience
Wednesday night.

The picture will not be road-
showed but will be given a number
of pre-release engagements after its

world premiere in Regina on Oct. 21.

Barney Balaban, president, said

"Northwest Mounted Police" would
be shown only as a single feature.

"We are just testina: around in

10 or 12 cities," he said.

Neil Agrnew, vice-president in
(Continued on Page 7)

AFL Expects to Recruit

10,000 from Studios

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY

Hollywood—American Federation
of Labor anticipates no difficulty in

bringing 10,000 members of unaffili-
( Continued on Page 8)

RCA Photophone formally an-
nounced plans yesterday to market
a complete line of sound motion pic-

ture screens via indie supply deal-

ers through the U. S., and, concur-
rently, came the announcement by
Edward C. Cahill, Photophone man-
ager, of development and introduc-

tion of a new type of "Magic
Screen," said to provide greater and
longer-lasting reflective properties

plus better sound transmission at

lower cost.

Within recent months, RCA Pho-
tophone effected pact with Brenkert

(Continued on Page 8)

Ascap Wash. Appeal Faces
Impasse; Judge Won't Sit

An odd legal circumstance,—the

yet undeterminable absence of a Dis-

trict Judge from a statutory pro-

ceeding,—has postponed and may
possibly scuttle the Ascap-State of

Washington court battle, which has
been a chronic tug-o'-war since 1937,

(Continued on Page 6)

Canada's 'Take' Best in 8 Yrs.
$34,010,115 in 1939; Dual Bills at 63%

Report Jap. Companies
Pirating U. S. Films

Japanese companies are reported
to be duping and pirating old Charles
Chaplin pictures and other films and
selling them in countries outside the
United States in 35 and 16 mm. ver-
sions. Samples picked up in foreign
countries have regular titles of the

(Continued on Page 6)

Montreal—Despite or because of

the war, 1939, which included four
months of warfare, was the most
profitable the motion picture indus-
try in Canada has experienced since

1931, the Dominion Bureau of Sta-

tistics indicated in releasing a re-

view of the past year.
Exclusive of amusement taxes gen-

eral admissions brought $34,010,115,

the best for eight years, and 1.1

(Continued on Page 7)

Task of Putting Decree
In Final Language Is

Not Yet Completed

Conferences on the final prepara-
tion of the proposed consent decree
in the Government's equity suit

against the industry will carry over
into next week, Government attor-
neys announced yesterday after par-
ticipating in an all-day session with
industry lawyers.
Government representatives de-

clared that no difficulties had arisen
in putting the decree into final lan-

guage and that there were no sub-
stantial differences of opinion on the
form that the decree will take.

Preparation of rules and regula-
tions of an arbitration system for the
picture industry is scheduled for

(Continued on Page 8)

Crest Bringing Out

Selective Automatic

A new nickel-in-the-slot movie ma-
chine which is described as being
completely revolutionary in principle

and having "definite and positive

selectivity" will be demonstrated
within the next few weeks by Crest
Pictures, Inc., owners and producers
of the new machine, Norman Wal-
lace, president, told The Film Daily

(Continued on Page 8)

200 At Warner Club's
Golf Tournament

The Warner Club's annual golf

tournament held yesterday at the
Old Oaks Country Club, Purchase,
N. Y., drew a crowd of more than

(Continued on Page 7)

Detroit to Bestrict

Use of Sound Trucks
Detroit—Sound trucks will be banned

from most streets of the city except in

residential districts, according to a new
ordinance passed this week by the City

Council on first reading. The ordinance
prohibits the use of the sound cars on
any "stop streets" or main thoroughfares,

on any streets with car lines, and in the

entire downtown district.
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Producers Meeting Obligations to Public,
Says Walter Wanger, Defending Hollywood

Baltimore—Repeating his oft-asserted belief that motion pictures should reflect

the pulse of the times in which they are made, Walter Wanger Wednesday addressed
Tent No. 19, this city, of Ihe Variety Club. The occasion was the opening luncheon of
the Fall season.

The film industry's obligation to the American public was the theme of Wanger's
address. He defended Hollywood against charges that have been leveled at it, empha-
sizing his belief that the producers have both recognized and fulfilled their obligations
in controlling the greatest medium for mass expression yet known.

St. Louis—Walter Wanger speaks at a luncheon here today under Variety Club spon-
sorship. He will be introduced by Mayor B. F. Dickmann.

Schaefer by Phone Will
|
Willkie-FDR Audience Poll

Address RKO B. A. Parley for N. Y. Journal-American

Representatives: HOLLYWOOD, Calif.—
Kalpli Wilk, 6425 Hollywood Blvd., Phone
Granite 6607. LONDON— Ernest W. Fred
man. The Film Renter, 127-133 Wardour St..

W. I. PARIS—P. A. Harle, La Cinematog
rapbie F rancaise, 29 Rue Marsoulan (12).
MEXICO CITY — Marco-Aurelio Galindo.
Av, Coyoacan No. 100B, Mexico. D F
II

I

' ICNOS AIRES—Chas. de Cruz, Heraldo Del
Cinematografista, Corrientes 1309.

riNANCIAL
(Thursday, Sept. 12)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7% 7}4 734
Col. Picts. vtc. (2y2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 1311/2 1303/4 131 — IVz
do pfd 176 176 176 +4
Cen. Th. Eq 97/8 97/8 97/8 + 3/8
Loew's, Inc 25'/4 25 25'/8 — Vs
do pfd 102 102 102 +1
Paramount 6'/8 6 6 -j- Vs
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd. 8% 85/8 85/8 + '/8
Pathe Film 9'/2 9 9'/4 — y4
RKO New 25/8 25/8 25/8 + Vs
RKO $6 pfd 34'/2 34y2 34i/

2 — 1 Vi
20th Century-Fox 6 5 7/8 6 + '/8
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 25/8 2'/2 21/2

do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46 1023^ 1023^ 10234
Loew's deb. 3 i/

2 s46
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES

Bid Asked
Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45
. 64|/8 68V2

Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 60l/4 63

George J. Schaefer, president of

RKO, this afternoon will address the

company's sales meeting in Buenos
Aires via long distance radio tele-

phone. The Argentina sessions open

today with Phil Reisman, vice presi-

dent in charge of foreign distribu-

tion, presiding. Ben Cammack, Ar-
gentina manager, will be chairman

of the meetings.

A loud speaker has been set up in
the convention room of the Alvear
Palace Hotel. Schaefer's speech will

be a message of good will from the
Hollywood and New York organiza-
tions. He also will describe the com-
pany's efforts in building up a better
relationship with the Latin American
countries.

N. Y. Projectionists Ass'n
Names Boekhout President

POSITION WA1VTED
Young man, 12 years experience. Suc-
cessfully operated own theatres England.
Desires position managerial staff. Will
go anywhere. Highest references. Write
Box 1907, THE FILM DAILY, 1501
Broadway, New York City.

Binghamton, N. Y.—Fred Boek-
hout of Rochester was re-elected
president of the New York State
Motion Pictures Projectionists Asso-
ciation at the closing session of the
annual convention here. Dennis
Harrington of Saratoga Springs, Ed-
ward Batey of Poughkeepsie and Rob-
ert Leonard of Watertown were
elected vice-presidents. Harry M.
Brooks of Troy was re-elected secre-
tary-treasurer, and Cal Bornkessel of
Rochester was elected sergeant-at-
arms.

"Applause poll" will be conducted
by the N. Y. Journal-American in

the majority of the Metropolitan
area houses starting next week and
running to election day to determine
the Willkie and Roosevelt 'sentiment
among theater patrons. A Western
Electric sound meter will be used
to gauge the audience reaction.

It is expected that evening audi-
ences will be largely polled. Sound
meter will be turned on when the
newsreels start. Poll will get under
way as soon as the reels use both
Willkie and Roosevelt in the same
issue. Poll will cover the entire

Metropolitan area into Connecticut,
Long Island and New Jersey in ad-
dition to the five boroughs.

Pittsburgh Operators
Asking Vacation Pay

Pittsburgh—Negotiations are now
under way between independent ex-
hibitors and the IATSE for new op-
erators' contracts. The union is ask-
ing for vacations with pay for its

members under the proposed new
agreement.

Felder Succeeds Cohen
At Local "U" Exchange

Leonard-Greene Talks
Deal for Cott Program

Leonard-Greene Productions, pro-
ducers of the "Hobby Lobby" short
series, first one of which is being
distributed by Columbia, is negotiat-
ing for film rights to the CBS sus-
tainer "So You Think You Know
Music?" Ted Cott's musical quiz as
short subject material, it was learned
yesterday. L-G is also said to be in-

terested in making a deal for film
rights to the "We, The People" show.

Reserves Writ Decision

Federal Judge Samuel Mandelbaum
reserved decision yesterday after
Eleanor Harris applied for a tem-
porary injunction to restrain the ex-
hibition of 20th-Fox' film "Brigham
Young." The plaintiff claims that
she received credit for story research
on the film, and was entitled to screen
credit for the story itself.

Joe Felder, former Monogram
branch manager in New York, has
been named assistant manager of
the local Universal exchange. Felder
takes the post left vacant by Max
Cohen who has been promoted to
branch manager in Washington.

Film Exchange Union Asks
Draftees' lob Protection

Film Exchange Union, Local B 51,
has passed a resolution demanding
that all employes affected by the pro-
posed draft be restored to their form-
er positions at the end of military
service without loss of seniority.

Asks $100,000 for Song
Eduardo Sanchez de Fuentes filed

suit yesterday against Paramount
Pictures for an injunction and $100,-
000 in the Federal Court. Plaintiff
claims that Paramount had Tito
Guizar sing his song "Por Tus Ojos"
in the film, "Quando Conta La Ley"
without the plaintiff's permission.

Anne at Estill Burns
Estill, S. C.—Fire destroyed the

Anne Theater here.

COmillG and GOIIIC

SIDNEY R. KENT returned to New York
morning from the Thousand Islands.

HOWARD DIETZ has returned from the Coa

JAMES R. GRAINGER, prexy and general sa

manager for Republic, returns to the home off
Monday after an extensive business trip.

DICK STOUT, attorney for the Interst;

Circuit in Texas, arrived here yesterday fr

Dallas.

EDWARD ARNOLD arrives here shortly fr

the Coast for a vacation and an appearar
on a radio show.

NEIL SULLIVAN, RKO Pathe cameraman. 1

1

yesterday for the West to cover presidenl
candidate Wendell L. Willkie's tour.

NOEL MADISON has returned to New Y
from the Coast.

KIT CARSON III, grandson of the no'

pioneer, arrived here yesterday on the last

of a nation-wide tour in behalf of the forthco
ing Edward Small production, "Kit Carson.'

EDDIE CANTOR is at the Warwick.

DEEMS TAYLOR and ROLAND YOUNG are (

pected here from the Coast in about two wee

Central States and F & M
Deals Closed byRKO Radi

Additional circuit deals closed 1

RKO Radio are announced by N<

Depinet as including those with Ce
tral States, 51 houses in Iowa ai

Nebraska; St. Louis Amusement C
(F & M), seven first-runs and
suburban nouses in St. Louis; Osc;
Fine circuit, eight houses in Evan
ville, Ind.; Harvey Amusement G
10 California houses; Durwood-D
binsky Bros, circuit, operating
Missouri and Kansas.

Conn. MPTO to Receive
Tax Exemption Report

New Haven— Connecticut MPT
will meet Sept. 23 at Cariani's Ca
Mellone for a discussion of buyii
problems, the block-of-five sellii

plan in the consent decree, and otb
industry matters. Herman Lev
executive director, will report on h
survey of Connecticut exhibs. as
opinion on the lowering of admissi(
tax basis.

From
THE FILM
DAILY to

SEPTEMBER 1:

Jesse L. Las

Claudette Colbe
Lynn Carver
Al Adams '

Edwina Booth
Donald Duck

SEPTEMBER 14
Phil Reisman Robert Florey

Alfred Santell Don Jose Mojica

SEPTEMBER 15
Robert T. Kane Louis Gasnier

Alfred N. Coldsmith George Brown



"WYOMINC'starring WALLACE BEERY
with Leo Carrillo, Ann Rutherford, Lee Bowman,

Paul Kelly, Joseph Calleia, Marjorie Main

Screen Play by Jack Jevne and Hugo Butler

Directed by Richard Thorpe • Produced by

Milton Bren • A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture

BEERY BOOMS TOO!
•

llWYOMING" PREMIERE TERRIFIC!

420
of normal business!

SURE it's a World Premiere at Cheyenne!
BUT it's got to be one honey of a show
TO do in one day

WHAT "Northwest Passage" and "Babes in Arms"
DID in three days!

HERE'S another booming M-G-M hit!

jiWYOMING//

EXTRA!
At Press Time.'

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL
The first regular engagement of
"Wyoming"opened here yesterday

at Fox. Except for July 4th and
Washington's Birthday, it was
the best first day of any M-G-M
picture this entire season.
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TION PICTURE DAILY SAYS:

"It evoked more applause from a preview
audience than all the flag-waving in all the other

flight pictures made since 'Hell's Angels.'

'

MOTION PICTURE HERALD:

"Preview applause and appreciation . . Has tii

manee . . humor. . pathos . . drama and adventure .

.

Seemed to please its first beholders mightily.

SHOWMEN'S TRADE REVIEW:

"Swell entertainment . . Chock-full of thrill

steers clear of the present conflict abroad.

HOLLYWOOD REPORTER:

"Capital entertainment . . before you are aware
of it, 70 minutes of film has been run off with

a laugh, a thrill, or a sigh per minute."

HptLYWOOD VARIETY:

"Affords a timely tour behind the scenes in the!

airplane industry."

with

RICHARD

R K O
RADIO
PICTURES

V

RICHARD KENT

DIX *TAYLOR
EDMUND WENDY

LOWE BARBIE
PRODUCED BY HOWARO BENEDICT • DIRECTED BY LESLIE GOODWINS

SCREEN PLAY BY NATHANAEl WEST
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Schools Clamor

For More Shorts

{Continued from Page 1)

are getting wider distribution than
originally thought possible and the
experiment, started more than a

year ago, is said to have been ex-
ceedingly successful.

It has been estimated that ap-
proximately 500 additional subjects
have accumulated since the plan
went into effect and schools through-
out the country are now clamoring
for their availability.

Under the plan, no subject is made
available to schools until at least a

year after its general release. It

has been pointed out that there has
not been a single complaint by ex-

hibitors on the grounds that the sub-

jects were offering theatrical com-
petition.

A new catalogue of eligible pic-

tures is now being prepared.

Ascap Wash. Appeal Faces
Impasse; Judge Won't Sit

{Continued from Page 1)

and currently finds Ascap the plain-

tiff.

At the last hearing held in that

State on Sept. 7, which was attended
by Ascap counsel Louis D. Frohlich

and Herman Finkelstein, the Statu-

tory Court was to have been com-
posed of Circuit Judge Haney and
District Judges Bowen and Cushman.
The latter was missing from the

bench when the hearing was slated

to begin, leaving only Haney and
Bowen to handle the action. They in

turn are said to have visited Judge
Cushman at the latter's home to con-

fer on the case and his absence. Re-
sult of the confab was adjournmen'
to Sept. 28.

It is anybody's guess as to whether
Judge Cushman will sit at that time,

and counsel for both the State of

Washington and Ascap are reported

mutually willing to have a new court

constituted. This can only be done

by means of recourse to the Supreme
Court via the filing of a petition of

mandamus.
Ascap has taken the stand that

another District Judge can be se-

lected, but this is held by legalists

to be subject to controversy. In the

meanwhile, Judge Cushman has evi-

dently "retired."

Rosenberg Testimonial

At AMPTO's Convention

Pittsburgh—A testimonial banquet
will be given in honor of M. A. Ro-
senberg, president of the AMPTO
of Western Pennsylvania, Inc., who
has served in that capacity for the

past three years, during its 20th an-

nual convention to be held here on

Oct. 21-22. Among the national Al-

lied leaders expected to attend the

banquet and convention are Abram
F. Myers, Col. Harry A. Cole and
Sidney Samuelson.

9 • © A military column —so tacticians say— is no

stronger than its communications Same can be said of a journalistic

column for communications furnish news of interest from near and

far Today we take you to Havana via a letter just received

and the next voice you'll hear will be that of its writer, Charles

B. Garrett:

V V
• • • "THE Latin American premiere of GWTW took

place last night (Sept. 9) and it marked the greatest event in

the history of premieres in Cuba Opening was a regular

Hollywood or B'way premiere but on the beautiful Prado of

Havana instead The Fausto Theater was host to the greatest

gathering of prominent personages and social lights that ever got

together here. . . .Among the first-nighters were: President Laredo

Bru; Sir George Ogilvie-Forbes, the British Ambassador; Willard

Beauluc, charge d'affaires of the U. S. Embassy {the Ambassador

is absent) Cosme de la Torriente, former Cuban Ambassador

to the U. S. and president of the Cuban American Relief Commit-
tee; many high Cuban Government officials; and the very swankiest

families of Havana society

V V V
• • • "GRANTING that the picture got the benefit of all its

tremendous publicity and its triumph in the U. S a great part of

the credit for the phenomenal success in Cuba. . . .is due to Eddie O'Con-

nor, M-G-M standard-bearer here who arranged numerous tie-ups

which gave GWTW 45 24-sheet billboards; 200,000 post-cards distributed

by a big manufacturer; beautiful window displays in the two largest

and classiest department stores several quarter-page ads in all

newspapers; continuous radio publicity through the most-heard stations;

and many other publicity angles O'Connor handled this tremendous

picture not only well but wisely and has made Havana really

GWTW-minded The picture has been set for three weeks at the

Fausto as a pre-release at high prices The mobs are Broadway

style"

Henry Lazarus, La.

Chain Operator, Dead

New Orleans—Remains of Henry
Lazarus, independent chain theater

operator and former Allied organizer
.n Louisiana, were on- their way
here last night after the 58-year-old

executive died of a heart attack near
Amarillo, Texas. He was vacation-

ing with his wife when stricken.

Lazarus had gradually built up a

heater business with several enter-

prises and at the time of his death
owned operations on the Center The-
ater on Canal Street, a subsequent-
runner, and the neighborhood Coli-

seum as well as an interest in the

neighborhood Circle, largest house
of its kind here.

Disney Setting Up Staff

For "Fantasia" Release

Change Short Series Title

Title of the forthcoming new series

of Paramount short subjects an-
nounced as "Merry Models" has been
changed to "Madcap Models." The
six one-reelers will be produced by
George Pal.

Walt Disney Enterprises is setting
up its own publicity staff for the
handling of "Fantasia." Toni Spit-

zer, who has been handling Disney
product for RKO, is now working
exclusively under the Disney ban-
ner, inasmuch as "Fantasia" will be
distributed by the producer, himself,
instead of by RKO.

Meanwhile, it is announced that
Alfred Werker has been signed by
Disney to direct the live action se-

quences in "The Reluctant Dragon,"
starring Robert Benchley. Picture
will be released early in 1941. Dis-
ney, all told, is said to have seven
features in prospect.

Cinema, Detroit, Reopens
Detroit—The Cinema Theater re-

opened yesterday as a first-run house,
after being closed for several months.
Policy will be foreign and special

films, opening feature being "The
"isrht for Life." Ira Kaplan and M.
Zipperman are owners.

Harry Arthur On Slant

In Nkk-Weslon Trial

St. Louis—Testimony by Harr 't

C. Arthur, Jr., vice-president an
general manager of Fanchon i

Marco's interests here on how h
"loaned" $2,000 to Clyde a Westo *
while negotiating with the IATS:1
Local No. 143, for reopening th *

Orpheum Theater as a second-ru
house in 1937, highlighted th i
fourth day of the trial in which We?
ton and John P. Nick are charge i

with violating the anti-racketeerin h

and Anti-Sherman acts.

While the conferences were bein fi

held Arthur said Weston told hii

he had a $2,000 mortgage on hi

home soon due and Arthur gave hii I

the money. He took no note, wa
paid no interest and now considei ^,

the transaction as a loan as Westo 2
has acknowledged his indebtedness i

Previously Arthur testified that h j~

conferred with Nick and Weston o L
wage increase proposals and got th
impression "we could get a reasor
a bli contract by payment of som 1
money."

Louis K. Ansell, Sam Komm, A.

D. Pappas, Clarence H. Kaiman
and Walter A. Thimmig, all exhib
tors, furnished testimony which th

Government is forging into a link t

establish the fact that two payoff:
one of $6,000 and the other of $10
000, were made to the union e>

ecutives in lieu of wage increase
for the operators. Thimmig said h
permonally handed Weston $6,00
in bills at a South St. Louis bank.'
A court session will be held tc

morrow and it is expected the cas
will last two full weeks.

Report Jap. Companies
Pirating U. S. Films

{Continued from Page 1)

pictures and their casts, many wit
typically Japanese misspelled names

Sale of the films is said to b
widespread in Central and Sout;
American countries. Executives here
to whom the matter has beei

brought, expressed the opinion tha.

little could be done about it, as civi

suits against film bootleggers i;'

Japan usually have been lost b;

American companies.
The alleged practice has beei

brought to the attention of the De
partment of State, with the reques
that representation be made to th
Japanese Government that piratinj

of pictures violates the copyrigh
treaties between the two countries

Quebec Gov't Film
Service Centralized

Montreal—Centralization of filn

service of various Quebec Govern
ment departments was effected las

night by Order-in-Council placinj

the film service under the directioi

of J. Morin. Whenever advisabli

films will be used for propaganda
purposes.
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ino Canada's "Take"

. Best in 8 Years

(Continued from Page 1)

I

per cent more than in 1938. Admis-
sions totalled 138,479,043 or 0.4 per
cent more than in the previous 12

months.
Last year 1,186 motion picture the-

aters in the Dominion presented
676,773 programs of which 63 per
cent were double feature and 37 per
cent single feature. Mixed trends

were revealed in different parts of

the Dominion, double features in-

creasing in Eastern Canada and de-

clining: in the West.
Itinerant motion picture exhibi-

tions numbered 107 with 893,921 paid
: admissions and $210,105 receipts, an
increase over the 631,596 admissions
and $134,146 receipts in 1938. The
three Prairie provinces were the field

of 60 per cent of the itinerant op-

erators.

British Columbia had the greatest

per capita expenditure of motion
picture patrons, averaging $4.83.

Ontario paid $4.08 per head and
Manitoba, $3.03.

Fine Arts Leases
Educational Studios

• West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY

Hollywood—By new deal signed
yesterday Fine Arts Pictures has
taken a new one-year lease on Edu-
cational studios effective Sept. 12.

[-.Agreement was made following ne-

gotiations between Franklyn War-
mer, president of Fine Arts, and
James Davidson, president of Educa-

r tional.

Following a vacation to recuperate
:rom his recent illness Warner will

•esume production with a tentative

schedule of three pictures yearly

designed for a major release.

Fine Arts will also lease space to

najor producers and others. Dick

u
3earl continues in charge of studio

operations.

•i Networks Prepare
For Strike by AFRA
Major broadcasting companies last

1 light declared they were prepared
o put substitute programs on the

»ir if the AFRA voted to strike.

\FRA was voting last night on a

;\ itrike call which would take actors,

M ingers and announcers off sustaining

-\ n'Ograms. Sponsored broadcasts
-Pvould not be affected. Union seeks

:hji basic fee for actors of $12 for
: -"+ .5-minute programs, $15 for 30-

-jittinute programs, and $18 for 60-

ninute programs.

Add "Frontiersman"
to "Brigham Young"
Title change was announced yester-

day by 20th-Fox for "Brigham Young,"
with picture to be generally released

under title of "Brigham Young—Frontiers-

man." Change in title was said to have
been made to point up the western
atmosphere of the film. It will open at
the Roxy Sept. 20.

SEES ARNOLD
OUT ON LIMB

Capital Editor Cites Views
In His New Book

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Thurman W. Arnold,

Assistant Attorney General, will be
out of a job after the November elec-
tion as a result of his new book,
"The Bottlenecks of Business," it is

predicted by Frank C. Waldrop, poli-

tical editor of the Washington Times-
Herald. Writing on Arnold's book,
Waldrop says, "for what he says
therein, he will surely be fired, per-
haps within a week, perhaps not be-
fore November. But surely."

Arnold's "crimes" according to
Waldrop are his statements against
economic planning through legisla-

tion. He quotes Arnold's book, which
rapped the motion picture "cartel,"
as follows: "We cannot remedy . . .

economic disease through legislation.
"This is a difficult lesson to teach

economic planners who seek the sim-
plicity and symmetry of new legis-
lative brooms that never work be-
cause they are wielded by a body (the
Government) too close to the pres-
sure groups who are immediately
affected."

200 At Warner Club's
Golf Tournament

(Continued from Page 1)

200 devotees of the game. Prizes
were awarded to the winners after
the dinner at the clubhouse at which
Carl Leserman presided as emcee.
Winners were:
First low gross—Abe Kronenberg;

second low gross—Leonard Palumbo;
third low gross—Herman Starr.

Class A: First low net—Jerry
Keyser; second low net, Paul Laza-
rus: third low net—Larry Gollob.

Class B: First low net—Joe Gold-
stein.

Class C: First low net—Ed Schnit-
zer.

Driving contest: First—K. Gan-
non; second—Jules Girden; third

—

Bob Williams.
Putting contest: First — Stuart

Macdonald; second—Joe Gold; third

—Mike Dolid.

Nearest the pin contest: First

—

Harold Rodner: second—Barney Cla-
wans; third—Pat Marcone.

Duffer prize: Joe Newman.
At the conclusion of the presenta-

tion of prizes Leserman offered a
toast to the British people in their
struggle for democracy.

Altoona Pastors Hit

Sunday Law Change

Altoona, Pa.— A resolution that
"we give expression of our opposi-
tion to any change in the Sunday
motion picture law in Altoona, Ty-
rone and Hollidaysburg" was unani-
mously supported at the first Fall
session of the Methodist Ministerium
of Altoona and vicinity.

(Continued from Page 1)

charge of sales, asserted that he and
other executives were so impressed
by the audience's reaction that the
policy of admission price boosts was
justified. In addition, he pointed out
that it had one of the biggest all-

star casts in entertainment history.
An adverising campaign budget in

excess of $150,000 has been appro-
priated for the picture.

It also was announced yesterday
that Paramount's documentary pic-

ture, "The World in Flames," would
be released in October.

Far Eastern Theater Biz

Reported as Excellent

Film attendance and resulting ex-
hibition revenue in the Netherland
Indies and British Malaya, particu-
larly in the larger situations there,

is reported by Far Eastern theater-
men as excellent, according to Fred
Young, for the last three years man-
ager of the Erpi office in Singapore,
who is currently in the U. S. confer-

ring with executives of his company.
Commenting upon conditions in the

Nethrland Indies, which form a part
of his territory, Young said that
right after the German invasion of
Holland, business in the Dutch col-

onies in the Far East appeared para-
lyzed, but a complete readjustment
was rapidly effected, with attendance
booming due to the demand of people
for relaxation from war-strain. An-
other factor in the attendance surge
is declared by Young to be the pres-

ence of large military detachments
stationed in the Netherland Indies
and British Malaya.

Discussing theater building and
equipment, Young states that there
are several new movie houses re-

cently erected there, the largest be-

ing the 1,200-seat Cathay Cinema
which occupies the lower floors of a
16-story Singapore apartment build-

ing, the tallest structure in the Far
East. This theater is setting the

style for new theater construction
and is completely Erpi-equipped.

Sales of U. S.-made equipment,
Young says, have been stimulated by
the closing of a large German elec-

trical company whose headquarters
in Java were abandoned when the
Nazi forces invaded Holland.

Young is slated to leave San Fran-
cisco in October to oversee Erpi ac-

tivities in British India, while David
Wight, until recently head of the
Shanghai office, will take charge at

Singapore.

Para. Wants Higher
|

« R EV 1 6W S »
Admission for NWMP "chy for conquest"

with James Cagney and Ann Sheridan

Warners 101 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

GRIPPING STORY OF SIDEWALKS OF
NEW YORK SHOULD APPEAL TO MALE
AND FEMALE FANS ALIKE.

Here is a gripping story of the sidewalks
of New York that should appeal to male
and femme fans alike. It has stirring action,

a beautiful love story, and deals with the
hopes and ambitions of slum-born youngsters.
Its highlights include one of the best and
most realistic prizefights yet screened, and
the playing of the "Symphony of the Great
City" in Carnegie Hall.

Anatole Litvak has done a splendid job
of directing, blending the action, romance
and lighter moments effectively. To Wil-
liam Cagney goes credit as associate pro-
ducer.

James Cagney gives one of his best per-
formances as an East Side boy, a truck driver,

who did not care to fight until the thought
that if he became a champion he could hold
the love of his boyhood sweetheart, Ann
Sheridan, causes him to start his climb up-
ward. Ann does well as an ambitious young
dancer, who breaks up her act with dancer,
Anthony Quinn, to return to New York and
be near Cagney.

Elia Kazan, a newcomer from Broadway,
is a sensation as a young racketeer, who
bets on his boyhood friend, Cagney. Donald
Crisp is splendid as a new type of prize-

fight manager, who befriends Cagney and
is overruled by his prodigy, whom he does
not wish to overmatch against Joe Gray.
Arthur Kennedy, new to the screen, is effec-

tive as a young composer, who is spurred
on by his brother, Cagney, to write the
symphony.

Gray, Cagney's opponent, in a 15-round
fight, uses rosin on his gloves, blinding

Cagney. Over a radio, Ann learns the ter-

rific punishment Jimmy is taking, she
breaks up her dance act with Quinn and
hurries to New York and Cagney. Despite
his blindness, he inspires his brother, Ken-
nedy to finish his symphony and it is so

good that Kennedy is allowed to introduce

it at Carnegie Hall.

Frank McHugh, Arthur Quinn, George
Tobias, Lee Patrick, Frank Craven and Ben
Welden are among the important prin-

cipals. John Wexley fashioned an excellent

screenplay, based on the novel by Aben
Kandel.

CAST: James Cagney, Ann Sheridan,

Frank Craven, Arthur Kennedy, Donald Crisp,

Frank McHugh, George Tobias. Elia Kazan,
Anthony Quinn, Jerome Cowan, Lee Patrick,

Blanche Yurka, George Lloyd, Joyce Comp-
ton, Thurston Hall, Ben Welden, John Ar-
ledge, Ed Keane, Selmer Jackson, Joseph
Crehan.

CREDITS: Executive Producer, Hal B.

Wallis; Associate Producer, William Cag-
ney; Director, Anatole Litvak; Author, Aben
Kandel; Screenplay, John Wexley; Camera-
men, James Wong Howe and Sol Polito;

Special Effects, Byron Haskin and Rex
Wimpy; Art Director, Robert Haas; Editor,

William Holmes; Dance Director, Robert
Vreeland; Music, Max Steiner; Musical Di-

rector, Leo F. Forbstein; Orchestral Arrange-
ments, Hugo Friedhofer.

DIRECTION, Splendid. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fine.

Fonda for "Lady Eve"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY

Hollywood—Para, yesterday signed
Henry Fonda to appear opposite
Paulette Goddard in "Lady Eve."
Fred MacMurray will appear in

"New York Town" and Madeleine
Carroll in "There's Always Juliet"
instead of playing in "Lady Eve."
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Decree Parleys

Continue Next Week
(Continued from Page 1)

today when a committee of motion
picture attorneys meets with J. Noble
Braden, executive secretary of the
American Arbitration Ass'n.
Meanwhile, neither hope nor dis-

appointment was given to the pro-
ponents of the consent decree yes-
terday by Attorney General Robert
Jackson in his first press conference
in Washington since the current ne-
gotiations began. Questioned about
the pending proposed decree, Jack-
son said no final recommendation had
been sent him by Thurman Arnold.
He said, however, that he had re-

ceived a copy of the document but
had not studied it. Jackson indicated
Arnold was hopeful for its approval.
On the question of a probe of all

unions in the amusement field, Jack-
son said there was nothing new on it,

adding that the Ascap matter was
still in the Anti-trust Division.

20th-Fox Title Changes
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY

Hollywood—"Rings on Her Fing-
ers" is the new title for 20th-Fox's
"They Met in Rio," while "Tall, Dark
and Handsome" replaces "Ready,
Willing and Beautiful" as final title.

"Man Hunt," formerly known as
"Rogue Male," will be directed by
John Ford.

Stick-up Artists Also Know a Good Film:
Get "Boom Town's" $2,000 Denver "Take"

Denver—Stick-up artists also know and appreciate a good picture, and what it can
do at the b.o. it appears. Two entered the Orpheum here, asked to see Manager
Mickey Cross about a lost article, and on being taken to the oftice, stole more than
$2,000, a day's receipts from "Boom Town," which is breaking records at the house. The
money was being prepared to be taken to the bank. The loss is covered by insurance.

Those tied up and gagged included Cross, Phil Douglass, assistant; Olin Martin,
head usher, and Norma Larson, secretary. Miss Larson was only bound with adhesive
tape and worked her way out first and called police. The others were bound with
wire. The hoidup, perfectly planned, took only about 10 minutes.

RCA Will Market Screens I M P Associates May
Thru Indie Supply Dealers Become Variety Club

(Continued from Page 1)

Light Projection Co. whereby lat-

ter's new projectors, lamps and RCA
sound reproducing equipment were

made available to a group of in-

die dealers. Recently, Cahill said,

RCA has also arranged to make Cen-
tury film projectors available to

these dealers. He stated that all

these moves are aimed at rounding

out equipment lines of those indie
supply dealers co-operating with
RCA Photophone in sale of RCA
sound.

RCA's new "Magic Screen," made
by the Hurley organization, is com-
posed of a new kind of surface ma-
terial, said to be less susceptible to
chemical changes that usually cause
discoloration. This new process
makes possible maintenance of high-
er light reflective properties over
long periods of time.

BEN HECHT'S STQRY
OF ASTRANGE AND
WONDERFULLY MOVING
ROMANTIC ADVENTUR

(Continued from Page 1)

ecutive committee, according to
Prexy Jack Ellis.

Because of the good work done by
Motion Picture Associates along
charity lines, the M-G-M sales chief
advanced the opinion that the scope
of activities could be extended if the
association were affiliated with the
Variety Clubs. He said such an
amalgamation also would bring the
various branches of the business in

New York closer together and there
would result a better understanding
of each other's problems.
Rodgers urged leaders of the As-

sociates to discuss the matter with
John Harris, of Pittsburgh, national
president of the Variety Clubs. He
said he had brought the subject up
only as a suggestion, but added he
would give such an organization
his support.
At the meeting yesterday, Moe

Sanders, of the 20th Century-Fox
exchange, was named chairman of

the entertainment committee to han-
dle the annual dinner and dance in

November. E. K. Ellis, attorney,
gave some interesting sidelights on
his recent Hollywood trip.

100 Attend Silverberg

Testimonial in Detroit

Detroit — Detroit Variety Club's
testimonial to Harris Silverberg last

night was attended by 100 at the
Crystal ballroom of the Book-Cadil-
lac Hotel. Silverberg was recently
promoted to manager of National
Screen's Chicago office.

Charles C. Perry, former chief
barker, was toastmaster. Speakers
were John R. McPherson, who suc-
ceeds Silverberg as National Screen
manager here; Morton Van Praag,
National Screen's Midwest manager;
Circuit Judge Homer Ferguson; and
W. I. Peck Gomersall, Universal
district manager.

Ralmine, Commander
Of Variety Legion Post

Pittsburgh—The local Variety Post
of the Amei-ican Legion has elected
the following officers for the coming
vear: Harry M. Kalmine, Comman-
der; Joe Hiller. First Vice-Comman-
der; Brian McDonald, Second Vice-
Commander; C. C. Kellenbersr, Ad-
jutant; J. G. Balmer. Finance Officer;

father F. Garahan, Chaplain and Ser-
vice Officer; Dr. A. I. Wise, One
Member Elect Executive Committee:
Jos. Misrach, Sergeant-at-Arms; C.

C. Kellenberg, Delegate to County
Committee; Brian McDonald, Alter-
nate Delegate.

Crest Bringing Out

Selective Automatic

(Continued from Page 1)

yesterday. Machine is called th<l

Crest Picturette.

The machine, it is asserted, car-j

hold anywhere from 10 to 40 sep
arate reels of film running 120 fee'

to the reel, with each reel entirely
independent of the others in that i J
is separately screened and rewound I

First machine which will be showi i

will hold 10 reels. The machine doe#
not have a projector.

Wallace stated that the principli

embodied in the machine completely
overcomes the heat problem, thereby]
minimizing any chance of reel break

,

age; that it can be plugged into an?
wall connection, does not require anjfl

high tension feedlines, and does no;
need more than a maximum of 30(

watts to be operated.
It is also asserted that one ma

chine can be used to service a large

room with separate screens in booth:

wherever they are desired, with an^
one selection seen on all or any on"
of the screens at the same time. Sen
vice on the machine will be free, Wal
lace said.

Wallace said that a tie-up has beei

effected with a manufacturer fo

mass production of the machines an<

that studio space has been contractei
for in both New York and Hollvwooo
The company will produce its owi
pictures. It was also stated by Wal
lace that territories for handling th
machine will be given away, althoug!

no policy has been determined ye
as to whether machines will be rente

or otherwise disposed of.

Crest has taken over all patent
and manufacturing rights of Tono
vision Corp of America. Compan
will open offices in the Paramoun
Building in the near future.

AFL Expects to Recruit

10,000 from Studios

(Continued from Page 1)

ated studio groups into its fold, Au-

brey Blair, AFL organizer, told

gathering of 32 representatives o^

studio professional and labor organ
izations.

Blair said representatives of ir

dependent studio crafts are in favo
of joining AFL and that present Fee
eration studio unions are also er

couraging AFL studio expansio
moves. He said an effort will b

made to unionize all cartoonists an'

have them made part of the painter;!

union. He plans to establish heacj

quarters in Hollywood shortly.

"Thing Called Love" Cast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAIL

Hollywood—-Columbia has assigne
Allyn Joslyn, Binnie Barnes. Joa
Storm, Gloria Dickson and Lee .

Cobb for "This Thing Called Love."

Star Reagan in Own Script
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM <DAIL

Hollywood — Warner Bros, hs

bought "The Cavalry Rides Again
by Ronald Reagan and will star tr

author in it.
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MAY SET ARBITRATION RULES TOMORROW
Report RKO, Cosmopolitan Negotiating Deal
THE WEEK IX

REVIEW
Decree Parleys Go On

= By L. H. MITCHELL ='

OMESTIC
EQUITY SUIT: Blocks of five pix

ause in the proposed consent de-

ee continued under attack during

e week. Prexy Ed Kuykendall of

PTOA asserted 98 per cent of ex-

bs. were against it, while Max A.

ohen of N. Y. Allied (MPTOA unit)

nt out ballots to exhibs. throughout
e country to vote for or against

ocks of five. Meanwhile it was as-
" rted that Thurman W. Arnold
Duld ignore such exhib. polls both

i the decree and blocks of five.

:atement was issued that the equity

it would be amended to conform
ith provisions of the proposed con-

nt decree. The "Little Three" will

served with a new equity suit

mplaint. Attorney General Jack-

n was expected to announce his

and on the decree at a press con-

rence at the week-end but merely
id that he had had no recommenda-
>n as yet from Arnold. Parleys

. 11 continue this week.

ADVANCED PRICES: A total of

pix at increased admissions was
recast if the plan pursued in the
Be of "Boom Town," "The Sea
awk," "All This, and Heaven Too"
«ks. Paramount will ask exhibs.

I raise prices for the DeMille film,

lorthwest Mounted Police," and
th-Fox, it is understood, will fall

;o line with "Brigham Young

—

ontiersman." Exhibs. are object-

? to the practice and N. J. Allied
is first body to go on record against
?gling prices, asserting it causes
tny people to stay away and that
: sags immediately after an ad-
nced price show.

THIS AND THAT: Crescent
nusement Co., answering Gov'ts
it, denied it controlled Cumberland
d Lyric Amusement companies and
ter affiliated theater firms, but
escent . a d mi 1 1 e d that it held

. per. cent. of. their v ot ing
>ck . . . Universal reported a third
arter profit of $530,385, with Prexy

{Continued on Page 7)

Preliminary Discussions
Held; Further Parleys
Due to Start Next Month

Active negotiations between RKO
Radio and Cosmopolitan Productions
relative to a production-distribution
deal is expected to get under way
next month. It is understood that
preliminary parleys have been held

and that RKO is interested in bring-
ing Cosmopolitan in under the RKO
banner as a production unit.

Cosmopolitan last distributed its

product through 20th Century-Fox,
the contract having expired last

March. Previously its pictures were
handled by M-G-M and Warner Bros.

First of Six Dallas

Suits Starts Sept. 30

First of six damage suits against
Interstate Circuit of Texas, filed as

result of the Government's winning
an anti-trust action in February,
1939, will come to trial on Sept. 30
in Dallas, it was revealed here over
the week-end by Richard Stout, In-

(Continued on Page 4)

RKO, Para. Employes Doff

Mufti for Army Uniforms

First three home office employes
to doff mufti for the Army's o.d. as
the nation moves to put its defenses
in order report for duty today. All
three hold commissions in the 71st

(Continued on Page 8)

UNIT SYSTEM
HELP TO RKO

More Efficient, Schaefer Tells

B. A. Sales Conclave

It's too big a job for one man to

be responsible for all of RKO pro-
ductions and for that reason separate
units for dif- „._. „
ferent groups
have been
found to be
a more effi-

cient method,
George J.

Schaefer,
RKO presi-

dent, told the
Argent ina
sales conven-
tion over the
radio -tele-

phone Fri-
day. Schae-
fer's address was heard at the Al-
vear Palace Hotel in Buenos Aires
by the sales staff.

"We have found," Schaefer said,

(Continued on Page 7)

GEORGE J. SCHAEFER

Foreign Developments
Before Hays Directors

Recent developments in the foreign
situation and the progress made to-

ward the selection of a successor to

Tom Pettey as Coast public rela-

tions representative are expected
to be among the important issues for
discussion at the quarterly meeting

(Continued on Page 4)

Skouras Asks HigherAdmish
Tests Show Public Not Adverse, Says NT Head
500 N. Y.-Hub Houses in

Autry Rodeo Promotions

Better than 500 houses are ex-
pected to participate in the promo-
tions Republic is keying in the New
[York-Connecticut and Boston ex-

change areas in connection with the
'scheduled Gene Autry appearances
at the World's Championship Rodeos

(.Continued on Page 6)

Increased admissions, based on
production costs and quality of the
films offered, are again advocated
by Spyros Skouras, head of the far-

flung National Theaters interests, as

an available and immediate remedy
for loss of foreign markets and in-

roads into the box-office in this coun-
try. Skouras told The Film Daily
that he had stressed increased ad-
missions at all his meetings recently

(Continued on Page 8)

Changes Suggested Fol-

lowing Submission of First

Draft to the Conferees

Rules of procedure now being
drafted by the arbitration sub-com-
mittee in collaboration with the
American Arbitration Association
will probably be completed tomor-
row at a meeting slated for that
day, it was reliably stated on Fri-

day. The sub-committee, consisting
of Robert Sher, Special Assistant to

the Attorney General, Joseph H.
Hazen, of Warners, F. W. Pride, at-

torney representing 20th-Fox, and C.

Stanley Thompson, of Loew's, con-
ferred Friday with J. Noble Braden,
executive secretary of the Associa-
tion, Francis Keller, vice-president,

(Continued on Page 4)

5-Blocks Opposed

100% in IT0A Poll

Unanimous opposition to the de-

cree clause calling for the selling

of pictures in blocks of five has been
expressed in ballots returned to the
ITOA, following the launching of a
poll through the organization's pub-
lication.

To date, the ITOA has received

ballots from 12 states; namely, Mis-
souri, New York, Kentucky, Nebras-

(Continued on Page 6)

'Boom Town' Found Strong
In Small Cities—Rodgers

Metro is finding "Boom Town" an
exceptionally strong attraction in the
smaller spots, it was said at the
week-end by W. F. Rodgers, com-

(Continued on Page 4)

RKO Quizes Employes
On Military Service

To determine the etfect of the na-
tion's military program upon its man-
power, RKO Radio is dispatching a short

questionnaire to all employes. Checking
questions relate to dependencies, phy-
sical handicaps which might exempt from
service, membership in National Guard
commands and any intention to volunteer

for service—meaning enlistment.

i
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Granite 6607. LONDON—Ernest W. Fred
man, The Film Renter, 127-133 Wardour St..

W. I. PARIS—P. A. Harle, La Cinematog
raphie Francaise, 29 Rue Marsoulan (12).
MEXICO CITY — Marco-Aurelio Galindo.
Av, Coyoacan No. 100B, Mexico, D. F.

BUENOS AIRES—Chas. de Cruz, Heraldo Del
Cinematografista, Corrientes 1309.

riNANCIAL
{QUOTATIONS OF FRIDAY, SEPT. 13)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7% 1% 7%
Col. Picts. vtc. (2V2 %)
Columbia Picts. pfd. . 20y2 20y2 20i/

2 + Vi
Con. Fm. Ind.

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 131 1/4 131 131

do pfd 176 176 176
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 2514 25 25 — Va
do pfd
Paramount 6 5% 5Ya + Va
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 9 8y2 9 — i/4
RKO New 21/2 21/2 21/2— Va
RKO $6 pfd 34 34 34 — i/

2
20th Century-Fox . . . 6V4 6 61/4 + 1/4

20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2l/2 2% 2% — Va
do pfd.

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3 1/2 s46. 103% 103y2 103y4 + %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 V4s47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 9% 9% 9% + i/4
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

Belmont Drops Triples;

Indies Wait Next Moves

Chicago—With triples finally pass-
ing from the B & K Belmont Theater
Friday when the house adopted a
duals policy, Jack Kirsch, Illinois Al-
lied prexy, said that the remaining
indies using triples will similarly
shift when the smaller B & K houses
in their territories adopt double fea-
tures.

M The Broadway Parade SI
Picture and Distributor Theater

Rhythm on the River (Paramount Pictures)—3rd week Paramount

Foreign Correspondent (United Artists-Wanger)—3rd week Rivoli

Boom Town (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—2nd week Capitol

Lucky Partners (RKO Radio Pictures)—2nd week Music Hall

No Time for Comedy (Warner Bros. Pictures)—2nd week Strand

Hired Wife (Universal Pictures) . . .Roxy

We Who Are Young (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) Criterion

Men Against the Sky (RKO Radio Pictures) Rialto

Hell's Cargo (Film Alliance) -....Globe

Tip-Off Girls (Paramount Pictures) (a) Centra

Thundering Frontier (Columbia Pictures) (a) Central

The Boys from Syracuse (Universal Pictures) (a-b) Palace

Young People (Twentieth Century-Fox) (a) Palace

After Mein Kampf? (Crystal Pictures, Inc.) Bryant

TWO-A-DAY RUNS
Gone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—40th week Astor

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—28th week World

Schubert's Serenade (Arthur Ziehm, Inc.)—3rd week 55th St. Playhouse

FUTURE OPENINGS
Rangers of Fortune (Paramount Pictures)—Sept. 18 Paramount

The Ramparts We Watch (RKO Radio-March of Time)— (c) Music Hall

The Mummy's Hand (Universal Pictures)—Sept. 19 Rialto

Dr. Kildare Goes Home (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—Sept. 19 Criterion

An Adventure of Salvator Rosa (Italian feature)—Sept. 19 Cinecitta

Pastor Hall (United Artists-Roosevelt)—Sept. 20 Globe

City for Conquest (Wsrner Bros. Pictures)—Sept. 27 Strand

The Long Voyage Home (United Artists) (c)
.;
R
'Y

o1
!

Strike Up the Band (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) (c) Capitol

Brigham Young—Frontiersman (Twentieth Century-Fox) (c) Ro*y

The Kid from Santa Fe (Monogram Pictures)—Sept. 18 (a) Centra

The Accusing Finger (Paramount Pictures)—Sept. 18 (a-d) Central

The Sea Hawk (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Sept. 19 (a-b) Pa ace

Public Deb. No. 1 (Twentieth Century-Fox)—Sept. 19 (a) ........ Palace

The Living Corpse (Juno Films)-Sept. 21 - .55th St. Playhouse

Schubert's Serenade (Arthur Ziehm, Inc.)—Sept. 20 (b) 5th Ave. Playhouse

(a) Dual bill. <b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill. (d) Revival.

Baird Tele Reorganization

Will Come Up on Oct. 14

London (By Air Mail)—The mat-

ter of the amalgamation of Baird

Television with Cinema Television,

Ltd., together with an arrangement

with Baird stockholders for the con-

tinuance of that company for which

a receiver was named last Novem-
ber, will come up on Oct. 14.

Baird's capital stock is £1,087,500

in preferred and common shares but

any sum realized from sale of the

assets under present conditions

would return but a small dividend

to stockholders. If assets of the

company can be preserved until tele-

vision broadcasting is resumed,
Baird's good will preserved and its

technical staff retained, it is argued
that the stock would have great
value in the future.

The proposed merger with Cinema
Television, capitalized at £250,000.

would add to the future value of

Baird stock.

Orrin E. Dunlap Named
To RCA Information Post

Orrin E. Dunlap, Jr., for the past
18 years radio editor of the New
York Times, has joined the executive
staff of RCA as manager of the de-

partment of information, it is an-
nounced by David Sarnoff, president.

In this position he succeeds Hor-
ton H. Heath, who has been ap-
pointed RCA director of advertis-
ing and publicity. Dunlap is the
author of seven books, including the
biography, "Marconi: the Man and
His Wireless," and "The Outlook for
Television."

Court Orders Answer
Filed to Trampe Suit

Milwaukee—Circuit Judge Roland

J. Steinle has ordered the American

Luther Association to file a reply to

the action by Charles W. Trampe,

head of the Monogram-Midwest Film

Exchange, in which he seeks an in-

junction to restrain the organization

from playing Bingo, by Sept. 26.

Upon receipt of the defendant's an-

swer, a trial date will be set.

Trampe, along with the Variety

Club, is named defendant in a Circuit

Court action filed by Arthur T. No-
dorft, a production manager, who
seeks an injunction to restrain gam-
bling at the club. The action alleges

that Trampe has control of the slot

machines, Bingo and card games op-

erated in the club.

B. J. Miller, Trampe's attorney,
has characterized the suit as "an at-

tempt at retaliation for Trampe's
suits against Bingo."

Confirmation Lacking
On New Hemisphere Co.

Report that John Hay Whitney,
Nelson Rockeller and David O. Selz-

nick were interested in a new com-
pany called Hemisphere Productions
could not be affirmatively checked
Friday. Selznick said he was not
interested in the company and Whit-
ney and Rockefeller could not be
reached.

Report on the company's forma-
tion said it was organized for the
purpose of making shorts for distri-

bution in Central and South Amer-
ican countries.

COfflinG and GOIM

WILL H. HAYS, MPPDA prexy, is due t

arrive here today from the Coast.

W. C. GEHRING, Central division manage
for 20th-Fox, returns to the home office todj i

from the Midwest where he attended Kei
drive meetings and worked on product de;
with several circuits. y\

S. CHARLES EINFELD, WB ad-pub. chief,

expected to arrive here from the Coast durir

the week to start the campaign on "City f
Conquest." He will stop at South Bend anei
the "Knute Rockne—All American" premie
before returning to the Coast.

CHARLES SKOURAS has returned to Californ
after a New York trip.

EDWARD G. ROBINSON is due in this mornir
on the Twentieth Century Limited from Holly
wood.

EDWARD ARNOLD, having completed his ro

in Frank Capra's Warner Bros, film, "Me''
John Doe," will leave the Coast for New Yo
during the week.

TYRONE POWER has completed his role

20th-Fox's "Californian," and leaves the Coa
today with his wife, ANNABELLA, for Ne
York.

GEORGE WHITE is stopping at the Warwic
LEE BOWMAN is expected in New York fro.

the Coast soon to confer with Eddie Dowlii!

concerning a stage role.

CHARLES LAUGHTON, having completed
role in RKO's "They Knew What They Wantei
left the Coast yesterday with his wife, EL!
LANCHESTER, for Chicago where he will broa
cast on Thursday evening the radio "Ode
Chicago" program. Miss Lanchester will pr

ceed to New York.

RUTH E. PENNY of RKO's Coast studios,
coming East and will stop at the Warwick whi
here.

Vaude Into the Earle
After "Boom Town" Run

Philadelphia—Stage shows retui
to the Earle on Sept. 27, upon tl

termination of the current "Boo
Town" engagement. Published r
port last week that the return da'

was contingent upon the ability t

whip together a stage show, and th:

the policy might become effective c

Sept. 20, was without foundatio
according to informed sources her
Warner management had no intei

tion of returning vaude on the earlii

date, it was said, which would ha^
shortened the planned extended ri

of Metro's outstanding grosser.
First stage show booked for tl

Earle is the George Jessel Mov
Stai'let unit.

Osa Johnson Pix to be
Roadshown at the Plaza

Columbia's "I Married Adve
ture," starring Osa Johnson in h
autobiography, will be roadshow
at the Plaza starting Sept. '23. R
served seat, three-a-day policy wi
prices sealed from 75 cents to $1.'

will prevail during the run and Mi
Johnson is scheduled to make pe

sonal appearances with the film.

Due to limited seating capacit

the evening performances of tl

first week of the run will be desi

nated "premieres" with seats i<

lotted to society, stage and sere 1

celebrities and members of t

American Museum of Natural Hi

tory, who will sponsor these she
ings.
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In its two opening engagements in Los Angeles

and Detroit, the Blondell-Powell starrer is running

way out in front of Paramount's laugh hit, "Road

to Singapore/' and IS EVEN TOPPING THE

BIG BING CROSBY ALL-STAR SHOW "RHYTHM

ON THE RIVER" WHICH RIGHT NOW IS BUILD-

ING TOP GROSSES FROM COAST TO COAST.
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May Set Arbitration

Rules Tomorrow
(Continued from Page 1)

and Walter Derenberg, of the legal

research department.
The conferees reported "satisfac-

tory progress" at the end of the

day's conference. It is understood
that a complete draft of the rules of

procedure was submitted to a meeting
of distributors and Government men
on Friday morning, and that the

sub-committee on arbitration re-

turned to the Association office with
a number of suggested changes.
A meeting of distributors and Gov-

ernment officials will be held today
to continue work on the consent de-

cree. The negotiators expect to

complete the decree some time this

week.
The rules of procedure will be sub-

mitted to Federal Judge Henry W.
Goddard at the same time the con-

sent decree is handed to him, it

was understood.

'Boom Town' Found Strong
In Small Cities—Rodgers

(Continued from Page 1)

pany's sales chief. Rodgers com-
mented:

" 'Boom Town' is going big in little

cities. The most encouraging de-

velopment of our entire experience
with this picture is its performance
and the favorable public reaction to

the advanced-price policy in smaller
communities. Not only is it dupli-

cating the outstanding success of the

larger key towns, but in many in-

stances is turning in proportionately

even more spectacular perform-
ances."

Fan Magazines to Merge
Photoplay and Movie Mirror will

come out as a merged magazine with
the January issue, it was reported
Friday. Two McFadden publications

will be guided as one publication by
Ernest Heyn, it was said.

WEDDING BELLS

New Haven—Robert Schwartz, op-

erator of the Park Playhouse, Thom-
aston, will marry Cynthia Stahl of

Waterbury within the month.

Sidney Klepper, assistant at the

Loew-Palace, Hartford, was married
yesterday to Rosalind Oliver of Hart-

ford. They're honeymooning in Vir-

ginia Beach.

Detroit—Roger M. Kennedy, inter-

national vice-president of the IATSE,
is honeymooning in Cuba. The bride

is Mary Holoyad, late of the Detroit

office staff of the IA.

Pine Bluff, Ark.—Alice Enderby,
cashier at the Strand here, and S. T.

Songer, Charleston, S. C, were mar-
ried.

• • • WITH a minimum of fanfare filmland's exhibition field

in New York .... has scored one of the most brilliant business triumphs

in industry annals —a triumph brought about under the aegis of

Loew's Oscar A. Doob and one in which the advertising solons

of the city's great dailies share to an appreciable extent for

the latter had the vision to see the wisdom of the Doob-concocted

plan But before unveiling what we know of the Doob doin's

—culled from various sources— it is advisable to delve a bit into

circumstances which led up to the triumph itself

T T
• • • ANYONE conversant with New York appreciates

that it's a series of cities within a city That fact is both en-

gaging and romantic but to local circuit operators it has been

a commercial headache because it poised the problem of,

advertising the circuit's nabe house attractions . . . .in an economical

and effective manner. . . .We haven't the space wherein to cite the

complexities of this problem Suffice it to say that they caused

all sorts of panaceas to be sought in order to get over to the

public what films were playing where The Loew houses

to do this job were carrying in the dailies ads

geared as best they could be to the task and publishing

Loew's Weekly for distribution to nabe fans at an annual

cost of something 'twixt $300,000 and $400,000 The newspaper

ads cost another $100,000 or so Now let's move on re-

membering that what was a problem to Loew's was also a

problem to competing local circuits

T T
• • • OSCAR Doob advocated to his company the discontinuance

of Loew's Weekly predicated upon the willingness of metro-

politan daily ad managers to institute a new classification, "Direc-

tory Advertising" whose rate would be sufficiently attractive to

warrant the hurling of the Loew's Weekly costs into the pur-

chase of larger newspaper space He succeeded in selling this idea

to the local dailies one by one When the ball got rolling

Loew's Weekly was discontinued That was last mid-July

Doob, without any high-pressuring whatever, had won the day

The Journal-American was the first to fall in line followed

by the Times, Sun, World-Telegram and Post The News and Mirror

held out for a spell but last Monday the former joined the pro-

cession and the latter 24 hours later

V V
• • • THE Doob friendly-and-resultful ad "blitzkrieg"

is an exhibition milestone here Not only does Loew profit

but metropolitan houses generally So does the public

which is now enabled to find just what attractions are play-

ing where The bigger ad space, accruing from the new classi-

fication and better rate, also has put more power and appeal

into amusement sections RKO is using the new "Directory

Advertising" vigorously and rumor has it that the company is

upping its lineage some 50 p.c The Skouras stands are using

the Journal-American and Mirror The Brandt houses are

said to be poised to get on the bandwagon It looks very much
as though the prediction Doob is reported to have made to the.

met. daily ad solons will come true namely that the New
York sheets stand to grab an added million dollars in film house

lineage during the first year of the new classification's life

You gotta give the devil his Doob!

.

.....
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First of Six Dallas

Suits Starts Sept. 30

(.Continued from Page 1)

terstate attorney. Stout is in Ne
York with George Wright, couns
for Interstate, to take depositio
from major company executives.

First case to be heard is that fill

by H. N. Jorgensen, independe
operator, who claimed damages
the ground that he was forced to rai
his admission price from 20 cen
to 25 cents, thereby losing businef
On Feb. 13, 1939, the U. S. Suprer

Court upheld a lower court decisii

that contracts between Intersta
and the distributors violated tl

Sherman Anti-Trust laws. Und
the contracts, subsequent-run th
aters were held to a minimum admi
sion of 25 cents.

Foreign Developments
Before Hays Directors

(Continued from Page 1)

of the MPPDA board of directo
scheduled for Wednesday.
The matter of remittances fro I

Europe may be one of the main su
jects, while it is believed by son
that the status of the proposed co
sent decree, including the establis
ment of an arbitration system f<

the industry, may be on the agend
Will Hays is due from the Coa

|

today.

Ampa Will Participate
In Book Ball on Nov. 8

Choice of the best motion pictu:

made from a book during the pa
season will be made and an awai
presented by Ampa at the first ar
nual "Book Ball" at the Manna
tan Center on Nov. 8, it is ai

nounced by Joseph Gould, chairms
of Ampa's Book Ball committee.
Book critics of metropolitan p;

pers who will participate in til

judging include J. Donald Adam
Ralph Thompson and Charles Poor
New York Times; James C. Gre;

The Sun; Roger Pippett, P1V

Charles Wagner, Daily Mirroi

Thomas Burton, Saturday Review <

Literature; Albert Hubbell, New:
week; Orville Prescott, Cue; San I

uel Sillen, New Masses, and Gilbei

Seldes, CBS.

Chi. Operator Wage Deadlock

Chicago— Independent exhibitoi I

who have been meeting with th

operators' union for new contrac

are deadlocked over a wage increas

and vacations with pay. Next meel

ing will be held Sept. 20.

I

STORKS!
Denver—Born to Mr. and Mrs

Johnny Denman a 9-pound daughtei
named Diane. He is manager of th

Broadway.
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5-Blocks Opposed

100% in ITOA Poll

(Continued from Page 1)

ka, Indiana, North Carolina, Mich-
igan, Florida, Kansas, Pennsylvania,
Maryland and New Jersey. Every
ballot received showed that the re-

cipient was opposed to the proposed
method of selling.

In addition to individual replies,

several independent organizations

voted as a unit against the plan.

Early returns from the ballot cards

sent out by Allied of New York,
through its president, Max A. Cohen,
indicate a similar sentiment.

500 N. Y.-Hub Houses in

Autry Rodeo Promotion

(Continued from Page 1)

at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 9-27

and the Boston Garden, Nov. 1-11.

All houses in the areas playing
Autry attractions within the desig-

nated weeks will be allowed to spon-

sor a contest for boy and girl win-
ners who will meet the star, lunch
with him, get a personally auto-

graphed photo, and see the local Ro-
deo as his guest.

Some 400 New York and Connec-
ticut houses are expected to line up,

according to Morris Epstein, Repub-
lic N. Y. exchange manager, and
the Boston exchange estimates about
150 New England houses will tie in

with the promotion, which was set up
by Dave Whalen, home office public-

ity director.

New York-Connecticut contest win-
ners will be divided into three sec-

tions and on each the three week-
ends of the Rodeo a group will meet
Autry, lunch with him at the Astor
and then go to the Garden for the
show. A similar plan will be fol-

lowed in New England.

Bert Williams Forms
Allied Film Exchange

Detroit— Allied Film Exchange,
being incorporated as a $50,000
Michigan corporation, is opening of-

fices on the seventh floor of the Film
Exchange. Bert Williams is presi-

dent, and Katherine Williams vice-

president. H. Vinton Gilbert of Dis-
tributors, Inc., is secretary-treasurer.
Sam Carver, formerly manager of

the Downtown Theater, is Detroit
salesman.

Among independent product being
distributed in this territory by the
new Allied are the following films:

"The Crouching Beast," "Four
Masked Men," "Night Club Queen,"
"Murder in the Red Barn," "Souls
for Sale," and "The Wandering
Jew."

Chi. Lifts "Hall" Ban?
Chicago—It is reported here that

Mayor Edward Kelly has lifted the

ban on "Pastor Hall." United Artists
has not booked the film as yet with
any circuit here.

reviews of new nuns
"Thundering Frontier"

with Charies Starrett, Iris Meredith,

Raphael Bennett

Columbia 57 Mins.

RUN-OF-THE-MILL WESTERN DIPS BE-

LOW STARRETT STANDARD.

"Thundering Frontier," latest release in

Columbia's western series starring Charles

Starrett, falls below the standard set by

earlier offerings in the series. The story

is weak in plot value and not enough action

has been injected into the script to over-

come this fault.

Starrett, Iris Meredith, Raphael Bennett

and Alex Callam head the cast, latter two
handling the villian department. D. Ross

Lederman directed the picture from an orig-

inal screenplay by Paul Franklin.

Starrett's father sells his ranch in order

to raise money to cover loans his bank has

made. Starrett displeases his father be-

cause he prefers ranching to banking and

his father makes a will leaving everything

to Bennett, the other son, who works in

the bank. However, Bennett suggests a

shady deal to his father and he drops dead

during a scuffle, with Bennett forging his

father's name to the unsigned will. There

is a considerable amount of trouble and

misunderstanding before Starrett curbs the

villains' plans and comes into his rightful

inheritance.

CAST: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith,

Raphael Bennett, Alex Callam, Carl Stock-

dale, Fred Burns, Bob Nolan, John Tyrrell,

Francis Walker, John Dilson.

CREDITS: Produced by Columbia; Direc-

tor, D. Ross Lederman; Original Screenplay,

Paul Franklin; Cameraman, George Meehan;
Editor, Arthur Seid.

DIRECTION, O. K. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

RCA-Victor Revives Rockne
Record to Plug Warner Pix

RCA-Victor is co-operating in the
celebration of National Knute Rockne
Week, Sept. 29-Oct. 5, by reviving
its special Knute Rockne record, one
side of which carries Knute Rockne's
famous pep talk to his Notre Dame
football team and the other, the
Notre Dame Victory March.

Music, department stores and
RCA-Victor retailers throughout the
country will devote complete win-
dows to a display of these record-
ings, tying in with the South Bend
premiere of Warners' "Knute Rockne
—All American."

Philly Golf Tourney
Calls New York Group

Philadelphia — Among the New
Yorkers present at the annual golf
tourney sponsored by the Exhibitor
and the Variety Club at Philmont
Country Club Friday were Eddie Mc-
Evoy, Eddie Aarons, E. M. Hartley,
Wally Howes, Laurence Conrow, Ar-
thur Dickinson of the Hays office and
Harry H. Thomas. More than 100
golfers entered. A dinner dance fol-

lowed in the evening.

"Under Texas Skies"
with Bob Livingston, Bob Steele, Rufe Davis

Republic 57 Mins.

BANG-UP WESTERN MARKS DEBUT OF
NEW CAST IN REPUBLIC'S MESQUITEER
SERIES.

Robert Livingston has two new partners

in the persons of Bob Steele and Rufe

Davis in this new release in Republic's

series about the three mesquiteers. Dun-

can Renaldo and Raymond Hatton have been

capably replaced by the two newcomers,

and this release marks a new high in con-

tinuous action for one of the pictures in

this series. Western fans should be well

pleased with this one.

In addition to the three mesquiteers,

Livingston, Steele and Davis, who will get

plenty of laughs with his highly amusing

routine, Lois Ransom, Henry Brandon, Wade
Boteler and Rex Lease help to make things

interesting. Brandon is effective as the

principal villain in the piece.

Steele is framed for the murder of Liv-

ingston's father. Livingston, riding into

town after a number of years and not know-

ing what has happened, helps Steele, an

old boyhood friend, to escape. Later,

when he learns that Steele is supposedly

his father's killer, he has himself made a

deputy to help hunt him down. Of course

Livingston discovers that Brandon committed

the murder and he cleans the villains up in

rousing style.

CAST: Robert Livingston, Bob Steele, Rufe

Davis, Lois Ransom, Henry Brandon, Wade
Boteler, Rex Lease, Jack Ingram, Walter

Tetley, Yakima Canutt, Earle Hodgins, Cur-

ley Dresden.

CREDITS: Associate producer, Harry

Grey; Director, George Sherman; Screenplay,

Anthony Coldeway and Betty Burbridge;

Original Story, Anthony Coldeway; Camera-
man, William Nobles; Editor, Tony Mar-

t i ne Ili.

DIRECTION, Fast. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Hirsch Forms Crystal

To Handle Roadshow Pix

Melvin Hirsch, who recently dis-

posed of his interests in Syndicate
Exchanges and Producers Distribut-

ing Corp., has organized Crystal
Pictures, Inc., to distribute and ex-

ploit roadshow pix. Hirsch, tem-
porarily located at 630 Ninth Ave.,
shortly will open offices at 729 Sev-
enth Ave. Harvey Pergament is as-

sociated with him in the new ven-
ture.

First pix being distributed by
Crystal is the Bi'itish-made "After
Mein Kampf ?" which bowed in yes-
terday at the Bryant, 42nd St., a
new Consolidated house. Pix, dub-
bed "a reconstruction of dramatic
events based on facts," was made by
Associated British. Crystal, accord-
ing to Hirsch, will have some eight
other features.

Stelling In Metro Pix
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM 'DAILY
Hollywood—William Stelling has

has been signed to play an important
role in "Flight Command," at

M-G-M.

A. Rosecan on Stand

At Nick-Weslon Trial

St. Louis—Adolph Rosecan, owne,
of the Princess, a South St. Loui
neighborhood house, testifying fc
the Government against John P. Nic
and Clyde A. Weston, former exec'

of IATSE Local No. 143, joint!

charged with violating the Feden
x-acketeering act declared that We;
ton once said the co-operative soun
service which Weston organized, ws
"a sweet racket." Previous testimon
had been given before United State
District Judge John Caskie Colle

by Robert Thomsen, business ager
for Local No. 143, to show how Nic
had forced exhibitors to use the sei

vices of Weston's company althoug
previously sound work in booths ha
been done by various companies.
Thomsen testified that in Septen

ber 1936, Nick and Weston instructe
the membership that no sound ei

gineer was to be admitted to bootl
unless he carried a card in tr

IATSE with which the operator
local was affiliated. When some <

the members asked questions aboi
keeping the equipment in good ord<

Thomsen testified that Nick d>

clared: "If the theaters want se

vice they knew where they can gi

it." "We were told," Thomsen coi

tinued, "that if the theaters didn
get service from Co-operative the

would do without."
Rosecan said when he contemplate

opening an airdome adjoining h
house, Weston first said there wou
be an installation charge of $35 ai

that two operators would have to 1

employed at $47.50 per week. Lai
the wage was raised to $75 for ea<

booth man. He said he went to We
ton's office to protest, waited tv

hours and finally Weston told him
take off his coat and hat becau:
"you are due for a sweat." On &v-

other occasion he said Nick offerc

him concessions if he would repo
what occurred at meetings of the e:

hibitors and he replied that he cou
not "serve two gods" and turned tl

proposition down.

The Government has still a nur
ber of witnesses in reserve for r
buttal purposes.

Canadian Officials See
NWMP at Ottawa Today

Ottawa — Cecil B. De Mille,

NWMP will be screened for Ca:

adian officials, officers of the Mou
ties and Para. Canadian sales ar

ad execs, here today, Bob Gillha

'

and William Pine arriving here wi

,

a print over the week-end. Fin-'

details of the film's world premie.
at Regina Oct. 21 will be set. Fro
this city, Gillham and Pine go
Toronto for a trade showing and
work out plans for Canadian da
and-date openings.

Oliver Parker Dies

Chicago—Oliver Parker, B & K e

gineer, is dead here of a heart a

tack.
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Unit System a Help

:

fo RKO—Schaefer
(Continued from Page 1)

"that a greater number of impor-
ant productions can be handled by
eparate units than was possible

jj

~ fore."

* No Propaganda In RKO Pix

Schaefer also informed the con-
1 -ention that RKO's coming program
vould be free of propaganda, po-

I itical or anti-religious pictures.

i Additional pictures that will ap-
ieal to South American audiences,

I ire planned, Schaefer said, adding
^ hat lately "we have been drawing
nore and more material from Latin

.. America and we have taken definite

teps to make pictures with South
\merican atmosphere."

n Discussing the economic situa-

9 ion, Schaefer said that if it weren't
or the extra efforts put forth by the

i lOmestic organization, bringing in

i idditional business in these times of
i tress, "and if it weren't for the loy-
t .lty and continued support of you
nen in Argentina, and of all the
ther countries where we do b'usi-

1 ess throughout the world, we would
ave been unable to continue our

i
r- rogress."

Studio "Better Managed"

J

Continuing, Schaefer said:

"It is true that we have had to
• i- nake changes in our plans to meet

ver-increasing problems. We have
,T ad to cut expenses and effect econ-

mies in our operations, but we have
I ot sacrificed the quality of any of

.. ur pictures. Our aim is to con-

i inue to improve quality. Our stu-

*i io is better managed and stronger
4-oday than it has ever been."

Schaefer said that preparations
:>r the remainder of the 1940-41

I

I

rogram were so well advanced that
:: :he South American staff could be
'ippssured of delivery of practically
•i^very picture announced for the new
eel reason. He reminded the men that

osts were increasing and that to
leet them additional revenue would

4:« required.
New season pictures already com-

leted, Schaefer said, included "Men
.gainst the Sky," "Too Many Girls,"

Laddie," "They Knew What They
Wanted" and "You'll Find Out."
low shooting, he explained, were
Little Men," "Citizen Kane," "No,
Io, Nannette," "Kitty Foyle" and
"t. and Mrs. Smith."
Schaefer, who spoke in English,
as followed by a translator who
Bpeated the address in Spanish.

olden State, T & D, Jr.

)eals Closed by Rep.
?!

j

San Francisco—Republic has closed
deal for its entire 1940-41 pro-

ram with Golden State Theaters
nd T. & D. Jr. Theaters.
Prexy J. R. Grainger and Sid
feisbaum, Rep. Frisco branch man-
ger, represented the company, and
. A. McNeil and M. A. Naify rep-
ssented Golden State and T. & D,
p., respectively.

REVIEWS Of SHORT SUBJECTS
"Swing with Bing"

Universal 18 2/3 mins.
Weak Short Subject

This short is apparently a plug
for the annual golf tournament Bing
Crosby sponsors on the Coast. How-
ever, the material used is poor and
the editing could have been improved.
Crosby sings one short number, is

seen making a few golf shots and
cutting a few capers. Andy Devine
and Mary Treen make an effort to

inject some comedy into the pro-
ceedings, but it falls flat. The best
golfers in the country are presented
in the short, but not enough of them

"Stranger Than Fiction"

Universal 9 Va mins.
Interesting Subject Matter

Containing interesting subject
matter, this reel should fit in nicely
on any theater bill. Autographed

|

handkerchiefs; an amazing doll

j

house worth a small fortune; a
Pennsylvania rifle association that
uses muzzle-loading guns; a man
who raises house flies; and a man
who has a brace of goats that not
only help work his garden but serve
as mounts and power for his daugh-
ter's buggy are seen in the film.

"I Dream of Jeannie with the Light

Brown Hair"
Universal 17 mins.

Variety Hodge Podge

Containing a couple of acts and a
few performers who are able, this
short is hamstrung by a lot of per-
formances that are not so good. It

can best be described as a variety
hodge podge. A sort of carnival set

is used as the background for the
introduction of the acts. Larry Ce-
ballos directed. The title of the short
stems from song written by Stephen
Foster.

"Cruising with the Coast Guard"
Universal 9 2/3 mins.

Timely and Interesting

Reel depicts the life of Coast
Guardsmen undergoing training. It

opens at the well known Academy
at New London and then shows a
group of classmen taking their first

real cruise. Coast Guard boat visits

a number of South and Central
American ports, shows the cadets
at work and also exploring the vari-

ous cities. Reel winds up with the
realistic aspects of their training
brought sharply into focus as all

hands go through rigorous gun prac-
tice.

THE WEEK VS
REVIEW

Decree Parleys Co On
^^^i (Continued from Page 1) ^^^^

Ratio of Peso to Dollar
Aiding Philippines Trade

Firmly-held ratio of the peso to
the U. S. dollar is keeping business
generally on an even keel in the
Philippines and is working to the
advantage of film exhibition revenues
there, according to Fred Young,
manager of Erpi's Singapore office,

who is now in New York prior to
taking over the company's activities

in British India.

En route here from the Far West,
Young stopped over in Manila and
observed the trend of business condi-
tions in the Islands with respect to
film theater equipment. Manila's pix
palaces, he says, are being very well
attended and revenues are viewed as
satisfactory.

Despite some reports to the con-
trary, Young states that the exhibi-
tion field is doing well in Japan's
larger cities, two of which,—Tokyo
and Yokohama,—he observed at first

hand. Business in India and Hong
Kong appear little affected by the
international situation.

Young asserted on the week-end
that U. S. theater equipment is not
faced with competition by the Japa-
nese, the latter confining themselves
chiefly to the marketing of just fair
quality transformers and bulbs.

Metro Signs Will James
West Coast Bureau of -THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — M-G-M has signed

Will James, author of various west-
ern books, to write "The Saga of
the American Cowboy." Studio has
assigned Leo Gorcey and William
Tracy to "Fighting Sons," and Don-
ald Douglas to "Flight Command."

Raymond Shifts Loew
Managers In Cleveland

Cleveland — Charles Raymond,
Loew division manager, announces
the following shift in personnel; Jack
Lykes, has been promoted from man-
ager of the Stillman to manager of

Loew's Valentine, Toledo. Wally
Caldwell, manager of the Valentine,
Toledo comes to Cleveland where he
will be co-manager of the Stillman
with Ted Teschner, who steps up
from assistant manager at the State;
Robert Yodice moves from assistant
manager at the Stillman to a similar
post at the State; Harold Schultis

moves from assistant manager at
the Park to assistant manager at the
Stillman, being succeeded at the Park
by Sylvester Pierce, promoted from
chief of service at the State. At
the Granada John Newkirk remains
as manager with Oscar Depaw suc-

ceeding Si Grody as assistant man-
ager.

Dorland Enters Theater
Field in Broadbrook, Conn.

New Haven—Jack Dorland, former
Paramount, New York, salesman,
and Mrs. Joseph Markhoff of the
Moodus, Colchester, and East Hamp-
ton, Conn., theaters, have leased the
400-seat Broadbrook, Broadbrook, for
a six-a-week operation. House has
been dark for a year.

Joseph and Ted Markhoff have
shut down Wednesdays and Thurs-
days at the 335-seat Moodus Thea-
ter, Moodus, with the close of the
Summer season. Colchester remains
full time for the present, and East
Hampton on a six-a-week schedule
until October.

Nate G. Blumberg announcing com-
pany would release seven top pix be-
fore end of the year . . . John P.
Nick and Clyde A. Weston, formerly
chiefs of St. Louis operators' union,
went on trial under the Sherman
Anti-Trust and the anti-racketeering
acts. Fred Wehrenberg and Harry
C. Arthur were among early wit-
nesses who testified to theaters mak-
ing payments to Nick and Weston to
avoid increased pay to the operators.
Jurors in the case will be kept to-
gether throughout the trial, first time
in 20 years this has occurred in St.

Louis . . . Schools of the country
were reported clamoring for the use
of more short reels of an education-
al nature . . . Advertising pix in
theaters came under the taboo of
the ITOA . . . William Wyler in in-

terview urged playing up directors
of pictures in publicity, seeing def-
inite b.o. drawing power in director
"names" . . . MPPDA named a spe-
cial committee of its Advisory Coun-
cil to aid in the Red Cross drive for
funds.

FOREIGN
CANADA: Canada reported the

best "take" in eight years for 1939
with a total of $34,010,115. Dual
bills were reported playing 63 per
cent of the Dominion's theaters.

Temporary Settlement in

Anti-Noise Writ Suit

Pittsburgh—Anti-noise injunction
suit brought by residents of South
Park, against George Davis and Nor-
bert Stern, operators of the new
$30,000 Drive-In theater and lessees
of the property on which it is lo-

cated, was settled, temporarily, by
attorneys after all-day conferences
with the parties concerned, while ap-
proximately 200 • witnesses waited
for the case to come up for hearing
in Common Pleas Court.
A stipulation provides for indefi-

nite continuance of the case, and that
the loudspeakers shall not be oper-
ated at a greater volume than that
to which they recently had been re-
duced. Defense counsel said installa-

tion of a different speaker system
was planned for next year if the
theater reopened.

To Film Minister's Life

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Warner Bros, has

bought screen rights to Hartzell
Spence's biography of his father,
Rev. William H. Spence, a Methodist
minister, "One Foot in Heaven: The
Life of a Practical Parson," which
will be published in October. Casey
Robinson has been engaged to pre-
pare the script. The studio has as-
signed Noel Smith to direct "Always
a Bride" by Robert Kent, which goes
into production this week with Rose-
mary Lane and William Lundigan.
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Skouras Again Asks

Higher Admissions

(.Continued from Page 1)

with division heads of the NT the-
aters chain.
He stated that the public has

shown a good reaction where ad-
vanced prices have been put into ef-

fect, and expressed the opinion that
theatergoers are willing to pay for
meritorious pictures that contain real

entert ain-

ment value.
He cited a
number of
pictures that
are forth-
coming as
being worthy
of advanced
a d m issions,

and stated
that NT
would defi-

nitely co-op-
erate with
d i s tributors
in trying to

increase revenues through advanced
admissions wherever a picture mer-
ited such treatment.

Skouras also stressed the fact that
from every advance indication, forth-
coming product from Hollywood is

definitely stronger. He commented
that more "big" pictures were sched-
uled to be released this Fall than
have been available in some time.

The circuit head was optimistic
about business, expressing the opin-
ion that a business upswing is evi-

dent everywhere in the country.
This forward surge of business is

certain to be reflected at the box-
office, with world news at the pres-
ent time making entertainment a
vital necessity for the public, he said.

Charles Skouras, Fox West Coast
chieftain, which chain is a NT af-

filiate, also has gone on record as an
advocate of increased admissions.
Several pictures currently in release

and forthcoming are already slated

for this policy in the FWC and en-
tire NT theater circuits.

SPYROS SKOURAS

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities • • •
/^ENE TOWNE. Born in New York City. While still in his teens decided to

^"'become a cowboy and so heeded Horace Greeley's advice to go West.
Worked as a cowboy and lumberjack in Wyoming and Montana. Always in-

tensely interested in motion pictures, he wrote a long letter to the head of

First National Studios in Hollywood telling him how pictures should be made.
Amazed by the young man's reckless suggestions, the studio head offered him a

job. Towne immediately accepted and remained at the studio for five years,

becoming at the age of 23 Hollywood's top gag and title writer. Joined Graham
Baker and formed the highly successful writing team of Gene Towne and Graham
Baker, turning out such film scripts as "She Couldn't Take It," "Billion Dollar

Scandal," "Mary Burns, Fugitive," "History Is

Made At Night," "You Only Live Once," "Shang-

hai," "Every Night At Eight," and "Eternally

Yours." While writing, they gained the reputation

for being Hollywood's daffiest writers — with

method in their madness. A year ago, with

Graham Baker, Gene Towne formed his own film

producing company, The Play's The Thing Pro-

ductions—becoming the first film writer to own
his own company. Their first two pictures,

"Swiss Family Robinson" and "Tom Brown's School

Days," are smash hits. Their third, soon to be

released, is "Little Men," co-starring Kay Fran-

cis, Jack Oakie and George Bancroft. "How
to Meet a Man," an expose of the ways and

wiles of the head hunters of matrimony, will

be their fourth offering. Others will follow.

HCLLyWCCD
SPEAKING"

"The Westerner Week"
Recognizes Premiere

Fort Worth—This city will observe
the week of Sept. 16 as "The West-
erner Week" in recognition of the
world premiere here on Sept. 19 of

the Sam Goldwyn pix. Schools will

be closed on the 19th and the city

and business houses will give work-
ers time off to join in the festivities.

Nick-Weston Recess
For Wanyer Luncheon

St. Louis—Federal Judge John C. Co-
lett, presiding at the Nick-Weston trial

here, establishel something of a pre-

cedent on Friday when he called a two-
hour recess to permit the 100-odd exhibs.

and others in the trade summoned as

witnesses to attend the Variety Club
luncheon for Walter Wanger at the

Coronado.

RKO, Para. Employes Doff

Mufti for Army Uniforms

(Continued from Page 1)

Infantry, 44th Division (National
Guard), called to the colors for a
year's training, probably at Camp
Dix, N. J.

They are Capt. R. S. Allen and
Lieut. C. Bottomley, both of RKO
Radio, and Capt. Joseph L. Mac-
salka, of Paramount. Allen com-
mands B company of the 71st, Mac-
salka, Company H, while Bottomley
is in M company.

Allen, in RKO's purchasing de-
partment for six years, has been
with the 71st for 22 years; Bot-
tomley, of the RKO typing depart-
ment, has been with the company
11 years and in the Guard for nine.

Macsalka has been with Paramount
as an accountant since March, 1926,

and has been in the 71st since 1924.

He is a native of Hungary.
Members of the Paramount or-

ganization gathered in the Pep Club
headquarters Friday where Arthur
Israel, Jr., president of the club,

presented Macsalka with a substan-
tial check on behalf of the company
and John E. McDermott, head of the

accounting department, presented
him with a radio. Members of the
RKO departments in which Allen
and Lieut. Bottomley worked pre-

sented them with gifts Friday af-

ternoon.

Heymann Retains Counsel
To Fight Silverstein Suit

Andre R. Heymann, president of
French Cinema Center, Inc. and of
French Films Import Co., Inc., an-
nounced Friday that he had retained
Oliphant & Lerman of 11 Broadway
to represent him in the Supreme
Court action brought by Harry Sil-

verstein. Oliphant & Lerman has
already filed notice of appearance
for all defendants with an answer-
ing affidavit to be filed Sept. 19.

Completing Constitution
For the Nation-Wide SPG

Edward LeSaint Dead
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Edward J. LeSaint,

69, veteran film character actor for
31 years, died here. He began his

motion picture career with the old
Imp Co. in New York in 1909, later

working for that organization as a
director, as well as in the same ca-
pacity for Lasky, Universal and Fox
before resuming acting.

Final details of the proposed con-
stitution for the nation-wide Screen
Publicists Guild are now being
worked out and will be submitted
to the memberships of both units
for approval at their next meet-
ings. New York Guild members at
a meeting last week approved re-
ports of the local delegates to the
recent Coast meetings.

Soulier Funeral Rites

Held in Rumson, N. J.

Long, Branch, N. J.—Funeral ser-
vices for Henry P. Soulier, 84, who
at one time operated theaters in up-
state New York and the Hoboken,
N. J., Lyric Theater until his retire-
ment about a decade ago, were held
Friday in his home at Rumson, N. J.

Herbert Boshoven Dies

Grand Rapids, Mich.—Herbert B.
Boshoven, 60, a partner in the Wil-
ler-Boshoven Theater Co., operating
the Liberty, Madison, Franklin and
Our theaters here, died after a seven
months illness. He is survived by the
widow and a son.

= By RALPH WILK =
HOLLYWOC

r\ELIGHTED over the reviews on "Hir
l-/ Wife," which he produced and d
rected for Universal, William A. Seire
accompanied by his wife, the former Maria
Nixon, sailed for Honolulu for a four week
vacation. On his return he will direc

Deanna Durbin in "Nice Girl" for Universa

• •
QUR Passing Show: Artie Stebbins, Tii
^"^ Durant, Arthur S. Lyons, Anatole Lil

vak, Lewis Milestone, Charles Beahan, Franf
McDonald, Floyd Schenck at the previe'
of "City For Conquest"; John Cromwell an
Leo Carrillo discussing horses at Univers;
City.

• •
EDWARD H. GRIFFITH has set back hi

announced next production, "There
Always Juliet" and has moved ahead "Dild
Cay," which he will produce and direct fo

Paramount. Virginia Van Upp, who wrot
the screenplay for Griffith's current pic
ture, "Virginia," also wrote the screenplay
for the aforementioned two.

• •
I IKE father, like daughter. Hermine, 10u year-old daughter, of Adolph Milai
veteran character actor, is following in th<

footsteps of her daddy. She played a rol<

n "Foreign Correspondent" and also ap
peared in "They Shall Have Music."

/^EORGE MURPHY'S newest dance, "Th>.
^^ Copper's Hop," which he and Jud
Garland will perform in "Little Nelly Kelly,' ,

for M-G-M, will give jitterbugs a new on<
j

to add to their repertoire.

IXATHARYN STEVENS, who will be seei„^ in an important role in "Kitty Foyle'

which Sam Wood is directing for RKO
with Ginger Rogers as the star, played oi

the stage in "The Man Who Came T<

Dinner."

• •
TEX RITTER, just in from p.a.'s will sta

in "Western Plains" which goes inti

production at Lakeport, Calif., Sept. 26
Edward Finney is the producer.

THE Dave Epstein office is responsible foi

an exploitation stunt for William Seiter':

production for Universal, "Hired Wife.'
They arranged to have Mrs. Elizabeth Scully

secretary for the Laclede Gas Company
in St. Louis, Mo., organize a "Hired Wife
Club" among married stenographers in that

city. Members will be invited by Seiter te

preview showing of picture.

• •
A FTER receiving permission from the

** Charles Geary estate to present his

"lays at the Hedges Little Theater, Charles

Starrett started negotiations for their out-

right purchase and recently consummated
a deal for the world's rights to 12 of the

"blood and thunder" opuses of yesteryear.

• •
"1LAKE McVEIGH, assistant publicity di-

" rector at Warner Bros. Studio for past

seven years, is leaving that organization to

open his own free-lance publicity office in

Hollywood.
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WB FOR STRAIGHT RAISES, NO 'JUGGLING'

Standards for Television May be Set by Jan. 1
i>s

:

dll

Panels Chairmen Hopeful;
NTSC to Receive Reports
Between Oct. 15, Dec. 1

,, That television standards may be

, let by Jan. 1, was the hope expressed

(

.esterday at the close of a special

J.
neeting of the chairmen of the panels
comprising the National Television
Systems Committee. The committee
meeting was held at the Hotel Roose-
elt, and will be followed by a gen-

i

|ral NTSC meeting today.
The committee explored the pro-

gress to date and ratified several
" comparatively minor changes in per-
onnel of the eight different panels,

. t was said. Preparations are also
leing made for panel meetings to be

{Continued on Page 7)
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Mick Case May Go

o Jury Tomorrow

-

1

St. Louis—Defense witnesses in

he Federal Court trial of John P.

Jick and Clyde A. Weston yesterday
tressed the chaotic financial and
dministrative affairs of Local 143
b July 1935 when Nick took it over
n orders of International President
Jeorge E. Browne of IATSE.
H. L. Albright, a projectionist

'or 30 years the first witness called,
(Continued on Page 4)

William Anthony McGuire
l ?roducer-Playwright. Dies

Vest Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—William Anthony Mc-

luire, 55, scenarist, producer and
Jlaywright, died after seven weeks'
llness. He had been working on the

so" Jtory of "The Life of Fighting Sam
CM Breben," for 20th Century-Fox. He

(Continued on Page 5)

l«8S "

Seeh Fourth House
for "Rockne's" Bow

M South Bend, Ind.—With the three local

houses announced to have the world
premiere of Warners' "Knute Rockne-AII
American" on Oct. 4 already sold out,
B & K is seeking a fourth to likewise
open the pix at $1.65 top. Colfax,
Palace and State sold out in one day.

I iiiicrvd/'s Objections to Excess Profits

Tax Bill Brings Provision for Allowance
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Washington—Death of Speaker Bankhead delayed Senate action on the excess profits

tax bill yesterday. The measure is expected to be passed by the upper chamber this

week. As now written, it contains provisions to take care of so-called "Hardship cases"
exemplified by the testimony of J. Cheever Cowdin of Universal.

The measure provides that the Collector of Internal Revenue shall have discretion

to make allowance for such cases. If his decision is unsatisfactory, the taxpayer may
appeal to the Board of Tax Appeals under the bill. Cowdin was the only inudstry

witness at the hearings.

N. W. Allied Firm Golden Sees 1,500

Against '5-Blocks' New Mono. Accounts

Minneapolis—Despite national Al-

lied's apparent willingness to ac-

cept the decree clause providing for

the sale of pictures in blocks of five,

Northwest Allied has gone on rec-

ord as being "unalterably" opposed
to the provision.

Fred Strom, executive secretary,

stated following a meeting here that

the clause, if adopted, "would re-

sult in chaos, to the industry, mul-
(Continued on Page 6)

Ten Features Start

At West Coast Studios

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Ten pictures are

scheduled to go into production this

At' RKO: "Let's Find a Song"
with Bob Crosby and His Band,
Elizabeth Risdon and Jean Rogers.
At Republic: "Meet The Missus"

with Roscoe Karns, Ruth Donnelly,
(Continued on Page 7)

Monogram's new season contracts
are running approximately 50 per
cent ahead of the corresponding
period last year and the company
expects to add between 1,200 and
1,500 new accounts this year, accord-
ing to Edward A. Golden, general
sales manager, who has just returned
from a Coast-to-Coast tour of ex-

changes.
Golden said yesterday that con-

(Continued on Page 5)

Mono. Absorbs Alliance

Exchange in New York

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—By deal just consum-

mated Monogram has absorbed the
Alliance Exchange, New York City,

Prexy W. Ray Johnston announced,
and will handle 18 Associated British

Films and British Pathe Pictures
which would have been available

through Alliance.
Monogram will also distribute this

(Continued on Page 7)

Final Decree Draft Tomorrow
Arbitration Rules To Be Ready On Friday

Would End Censorship
In Chicago by Police

Chicago—As a result of the action
of the police censor in banning James
Roosevelt's "Pastor Hall"—the po-
lice ban was nullified by the censor
board—Alderman Earl Dickerson to-

day will introduce an ordinance in

the City Council to end police cen-
sorship of films here.

Final draft of the proposed consent

decree will be completed tomorrow,

a Government spokesman announced

yesterday at the close of a conference
held at the offices of Col. William J.

Donovan, attorney for RKO. The
arbitration rules and details of the

arbitration system, which are to be
submitted to Federal Judge Henry
W. Goddard simultaneously with the

(Continued on Page 8)

Public Resents Higher Ad-
missions for Specific Pix,

Declares Joseph Bernhard

A raise in regular prices rather
than an occasional boost for specific

attractions is the industry's correct
course of ac-

tion in seek-
i n g further
domestic rev-
enues, Jos-
eph Bern-
hard, general
manager o f

Warner Bros.
Theaters, as-
serted y es -

terday.
Bernhard's

state ment
followed dis-

JOSEPH bernhard tributors' re-
cent and present moves to secure

(Continued on Page 8)

Exchange Conditions

Better—Pralcheff

Central and South American film

commerce currently finds U. S. prod-
uct solidly maintaining its dominant
position; exchange conditions im-
proving in several countries, notably
Mexico and Ecuador; and no coun-
try having really effected the "freez-

(Continued on Page 6)

Better Product Bringing
Upswing, Grainger Finds

Sharp improvement in exhibitor

and public morale is to be noted in

every section of the U. S., it was
stated yesterday by James R. Grain-
ger, Republic's president, upon his

(Continued on Page 7)

Gains in Russian
Theaters Claimed

Moscow (By Cable)—Increases in Rus-
sian film theaters in both Soviet towns
and villages is claimed by the Commissar
for Propaganda and Culture during the
past year. Total in towns is reported

at 30,461, an 8 per cent gain, and in

villages, 18,981, a jump of 12 per cent.

5 !
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FINANCIAL
(Monday, Sept. 16)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7% 75/8 7% — Vs
Col. Picts. vtc. (2'/2%>
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd.. 73,4 7'/4 7'/4 — %
East. Kodak 1313^131 131% + 1%
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc 25 Vg 24% 25 Vs + Vs
do pfd
Paramount 6'/g 5% 6'/g + V4
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 9l/

8 9 9'/8 + Vs
RKO New 25/g 25/g 25/g

20th Century-Fox
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 23/8 23/8 23/8 + 1/g

do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3V4s46
Para. B'way 3s55... 48'/4 48V4 48V4 + V/2
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3

V

4s47 90'/8 90 '/g
90l/

8 — %
Warner Bros. dbs. 6s48 82</4 82 82

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1% 15/g 15/g +1-16
Technicolor 10 10 10 + '/4
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45... 64'/2 68'/2
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 60y2 63

Skouras Trial Hearing Sept. 23

A hearing to fix the date for the
trial of George P. Skouras, Skouras
Theaters Corp., Ktima Corp., and
Harvey B. Newins, was postponed
yesterday to Sept. 23 by Federal
Judge Alfred C. Coxe, when the Gov-
ernment asked time to advise the
Court when it would be ready for

trial.

Para. Wants $69,600 Tax
Refund from the U. S.

Suit for the recovery of $69,600 in
taxes paid to the U. S. Government
was filed yesterday in the Federal
Court by Paramount Pictures, Inc.,

on the claim that the taxes were paid
under an unconstitutional statute.
The plaintiff is suing to recover $24,-

000 paid by Paramount Internation-
al Corp.; $32,000 paid by Paramount
Pictures Distributing Corp.; $12,000
paid by Paramount Productions, Inc.;

and $1,600 paid by Parager Corp.
The suit attacks the validity of the
Revenue Act of 1934 providing for a
capital stock tax.

G. B. J. Frawley's Brother
Dead; Hold Funeral Today

Funeral services for Edward P.
Frawley, brother of Gilbert B. J.

Frawley, Paramount executive, will

take place today at 9:30 a.m. from
his late residence, 234 E. 240th St.

Solemn requiem mass will be cele-

brated at St. Barnabas Church, at

10 o'clock.

Frawley died Saturday. Also sur-

viving are two sisters, Marguerite
M. and Grace E., and another
brother, Roger R.

1.150 Projectors Will
Be Used in Chi. Schools

Chicago—With the re-opening of
Chicago public schools, Gerald Bench
will take charge of the visual educa-
tional department, succeeding Paul
Edwards who has been named to the
Teachers' Examination Board.
The public schools will have 150

sound machines and about 1,000 silent

projectors for use in the grade and
high schools during the coming
school year. Plans call for a greater
use of films than ever before.

6-Town Itinerant Circuit

Launched in S. Carolina

Barnwell, S. C. — Using portable
equipment, Thomas H. Crenshaw and
M. K. Kearse, Jr., have begun the
operation of a six-town circuit

through this section of the State.

Towns are Barnwell, Branchville,
Hilda, Kline, Jackson, and Williston.

Indiana ATO Convention
Will Be Held Nov. 11-12

Indianapolis — Annual convention
and trade show of the Associated
Theater Owners of Indiana will be
held Nov. 11-12, with place still to

be determined.

Tracy Calls on FDR
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Spencer Tracy, in

the Capital for a sightseeing visit,

naid a courtesy call on President
Roosevelt yesterday. The Metro
star was accompanied to the White
House by Carter Barron, Loew's
Eastern Division manager.

Minority Stockholders
In Col. Salary Fight

Papers filed at the New York
Stock Exchange yesterday revealed

that Fred R. Tuerk, a minority stock-

holder, is seeking proxies to vote

against the restoration of Colum-
bia executive salaries. Tuerk is plan-

ning to oppose increasing salaries of

Harry Cohn and Jack Cohn at the

Columbia annual meeting tomorrow.

Under the proposed new schedule,

Harry Cohn would receive $2,500
weekly, plus 12 per cent of profits

in excess of preferred dividend re-

quirements to a maximum of $3,500

per week. Jack Cohn would receive

$1,500 weekly, six per cent of profits

after preferred dividends to a maxi-
mum of $2,000. Weekly expense al-

lowances would be $300 for Harry
and $200 for Jack.

Propose Limit on Weight
Of Cloth Marquee Signs

Chicago — Marquee supervision
committee appointed by Prexy Jack
Kirsch of Illinois Allied, has met
with Alderman James Young of the
Council building committee and has
recommended that present signs not
be disturbed, cloth signs be limited

to one pound to a lineal foot, and
that 10 feet shall be the minimum
sidewalk clearance. Committee views
will be presented at the next Council

English-Speaking Union
Nearing, Asserts Hilton

Consolidation of the English-speak-
ing countries in the near future was
predicted by James Hilton, British

author of "Goodbye, Mr. Chips,"

"Lost Horizon" and of the dialogue

for "Foreign Correspondent," speak-

ing last night over Canadian Broad-
casting Corp. network. Hilton was
heard from New York.

Geo. W. Collins, Rep. V.-P.

In Pittsburgh Area, Dies

Pittsburgh—George W. Collins, 54,

Republic vice-president in this area,

died Sunday at his home in Mt. Le-
banon after a week's illness. He is

survived by his widow, two sons,

three daughters and a brother and
sister. He was a member of the
Pittsburgh Variety Club and the
American Legion Variety Post.

10% Westinghouse Bonus
Pittsburgh—Westinghouse Electric

& Manufacturing Co. waees will be
increased 10 per cent this month.
Jump is automatic under the West-
inghouse salary plan which bases
wage bonuses on monthly earnings
for preceding months.

Benchley's Son Hurt

Townsend, Mass.—Robert Bench-
ley, son of the humorist and screen

player, suffered a fractured skull

and other injuries in an auto col-

lision.

COmiriG and GOIflG

MONROE GREENTHAL returns this week fr ,

the Coast.

JAMES R. CRAINCER has returned to

Republic office following a swing about
company's offices.

ANN SOTHERN and MRS. RAY MILLAND
to the Coast tomorrow.

LOU PHILLIPS left last night for Chicago

EDDIE 60LDEN has returned from a trip

Monogram exchanges.

SIDNEY FRANKLIN is here from the Coast
I

a visit with his son, Sidney, Jr., and to
the plays.

TYRONE POWER, ANNABELLA and DE-
JACGER arrive here from the Coast today
the premiere of "Brigham Young—Frontie

man."

BETTE DAVIS is due here next week fr

her home in Franconia, N. H., for a short vi

before returning to Hollywood.

NICK TUASON, owner of the Lyric and &
itol Theaters in Manila, P. I., is a New Y(

visitor.

J. W. SERVIES of the National Theater Si

ply is spending the week at the compan
Cleveland branch.

JAMES ROOSEVELT is due to arrive h<

Thursday from the Coast.

JACK COHN, NATE SP1NGOLD and A
MONTAGUE have gone to the Coast for Colu
bia product confabs.

JOSEPH ESLER, FILM DAILY'S Chicago st

correspondent, is back in the Windy City, f
lowing a vacation trip.

Pauline Moore's Mother
Fights Pa. Sunday Pix

Harrisburg, Pa.—Attempt to ha'

Sunday movies legalized at the N
vember election is the work of ou
side chain theater owners rather thj

Harrisburg people, it was declan
by Mrs. J. J. Moore, state and coun
director of temperance, missions ai

motion pictures, of the WCTU
Dauphin County, at the union's co

vention. Mrs. Moore is the mothi
of Pauline Moore, film actress.

Meanwhile, plans for official boan
of all churches in the jurisdiction

|

the Harrisburg Ministerium to fig

the issue are in preparation and w:

be announced at the Fall meetir

of the ministerium on Friday.

Bioff Free on Friday

Chicago—William Bioff will be r

leased from the Chicago Bridewe
Friday after completing the s:

months' term imposed on him i

1922, less 15 days for good behavio

Bioff is expected to leave for Holl;

wood to pick up his IATSE duties
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COMEDY
JAMES STEWART
ROSALIND RUSSELL

Genevieve Tobin
Charlie Ruggles • Allyn Joslyn

Clarence Kolb • Louise Beavers
Directed by Wm. Keighley

21st

CITY
FOR

CONQUEST
JAMES CAGNEY
ANN SHERIDAN

Frank Craven • Donald Crisp

Frank McHugh • Arthur Kennedy
Geo. Tobias • Jerome Cowan
An Anatole litvok Production

»(9th
EAST
OF THE

RIVER
JOHN GARFIELD

BRENDA MARSHALL
MARJORIE RAMBEAU

George Tobias
William Lundigan

Directed by Alfred Green

fHE COMPANY STRONG ENOUGH TO DELIVER

HIS PRODUCT IN 1-2-3 ORDER IS WARNERS!
JACK L. WARNER, In Charge of Production • HAL B. WALLIS, Executive Producer
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Nick Case May Go

To Jury Tomorrow
(Continued from Page 1)

for instance said that "We thought
that $100,000 in union funds had
disappeared." He said the member-
ship applauded when Browne an-
nounced Nick would take charge and
that no protest was voiced.

On cross examination, when asked
if anyone had been arrested or in-

dicted for a shortage in the union
accounts he replied "No.''

George C. Canavan, another pro-
jectionist, gave somewhat similar

testimony favorable to Nick. A. L.

Stone, a projectionist since 1905 and
one of the organizers of 143 in 1908,

told of factional dissention of the
union before Browne placed Nick in

charge.
Nick and Weston are expected to

take the stand in their own defense
before they rest their case. The
case may get to the jury tomorrow
if Judge Collet doesn't sustain de-

fense demurrers at the conclusion of

the defense testimony. He overruled
such demurrers Saturday when the
Government concluded its testimony.

Legality of Tenn. Sunday
Amusements as Suit Stake?

Kingsport, Tenn.— Officials here
believe that a suit against Ralph
and Malcolm Taylor, owners of the
Fox Theater and of a circuit in Ten-
nessee and Southwest Virginia, may
develop into a test of the legality
of all Sunday amusements, movies,
baseball, etc., in the state. A pre-
liminary hearing of the case before
a magistrate resultled in an agree-
ment by counsel for both parties to

postpone.
Since it will probably prove to be

a test suit, additional counsel on both
sides is expected to be employed.
Tennessee law allows the operation
of a movie theater on Sunday if

such operation is officially approved
by city council or commission. The
question in this case is whether this
applies to sections within or near
a city but outside corporate limits.

1,000-Secrter for Stern
Rochester, Mich. — Charles L.

Stern, owner of the Avon Theater
here, has purchased a site for the
erection of a new 1,000-seat theater.

Al Kingston

From
THE FILM
DAILY to

Lewis Milestone
Dolores Costello

Barrymore
Helen Vinson
Herman Ruby
Esther Ralston
Ed Paramore, Jr.

Monty Schaff
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• • • THIS corner's highest decoration —the rarely-bestowed

Order of Applause (with two palms)— goes to Mrs. Ogden Reid

for fashioning that grand 10-page special section of the N. Y.

Herald Tribune o' yesterday wherein filmland and its new 1940-41

season was probed and a forecast given The. section will go a

long way toward spotlighting the current and coming attractions

hereabouts A sincere doff of the chapeau to the local HT staff

and to Thornton Delehanty for the material he culled on the Coast

T T T
• • • 'TIS a lucky picture that "Boys from Syracuse"

Listen: Director Eddie Sutherland has been offered

several assignments as the result of his work on the opus

Allan Jones, one of the stars, received a long-term contract from
"U" Martha Raye landed starring role in Jolson's musical,

"Hold on to Your Hats" Milt Krandall, who handled publicity,

annexed a permanent promotional job with "U" Leo Spiegel-

glass, who scripted, got a "U" producer contract Gus Lampe,
responsible for the colossal world premiere celebration up in Syra-

cuse, was promoted from Schine city mgr. to zone mgr. and

The Tavern bosses say biz has increased steadily since Jules Levey
gave a luncheon there for the press and "U" execs

T T
• • • INDEED, more than a scarred golf course and the

faint fumes of liniment exuded by 102 duffers. .... .linger to tell of The

Exhibitor-Variety Club tourney in Philly last week Stronger testi-

mony of the event's tendering consists of the house furnishings

brought home by those most proficient at Pasture Pool Al (20th-Fox)

Davis has the M. E. Comerford Memorial Trophy (presented by Frank

Postmaster General Walker) for low net winner Harold Lewistown

Cohen's mantelpiece sports the Paramount Trophy (presented by Neil

Agnew) for low net runner-up Sam Shapiro stays up all night look-

ing at the Ascap Trophy he grabbed as low grosser and Lou Segall

is reported to have hired a professional pincher to demonstrate that it

ain't no dream. that he's come into possession of the Ross Federal

prize for low gross runner-up A lot o' the boys didn't win prizes

...... but wottha 'ell —Miss America was present and she's

'nough to distract anybody

T T
• • • COAST'S Western Music Publishing Co owned
and operated by Gene Autry and Johnny Marvin (both of whom
are already individual members of Ascap) ..... .has been voted an

Ascap membership. . . * RKO's bowling league gets under way
the night of Sept. 26 .with 10 five-men teams ready for the

opening command: "Alley Up!" Bowling committee comprises

C. S. Fretz, R. S. Gavin, and Frank Taylor J. S. Yeransian

is secretary and John Farmer treasurer. . . # Nate Blumberg de-

served every word of that grand colyum Damon Runyon penned

about him and the New Universal last week

T
• • • THE stage is set for "The Ramparts We Watch" to go

into the Radio City Music Hall on Thursday and in the picture it-

self will be shown the red-hot sequences from the British-censor-

seized Nazi film, "Baptism of Fire" ... • Today, the local social spot-

light will fall upon the Hotel Warwick and the Republic cocktail

party there in honor of Roy Rogers ...... with the press as guests

(they've been asked to come a'shootin') ... • Speaking of a'shootin'

Jack Arkayo Lewis has just bought a new shot-gun wherewith

to duel the ducks —just at a time when all the rest of the industry

is fig'rin out how to duck the duals

DATE BOOK
Sept. 17: MPPDA board meeting.

Sept. 18: Columbia stockholders' meeting.

Sept. 25-27: New Jersey Allied conventio
President Hotel, Atlantic City.

Sept. 27: Actors' Equity Council quarter
meeting.

Oct. 2-3: Independent Theater Protective t(

sociation of Wisconsin and Upper Michig;
convention, Milwaukee.

Oct. 2: Monogram stockholders' meeting.

Oct. 7: Atlas Corp. stockholders' meeting, Wi
mington, Del.

Oct. 7-9: Michigan Allied convention, Jackso

Oct. 21-22: AMPTO of Western Pennsylvan
convention, Hotel Roosevelt, Pittsburgh.

Oct. 21-25: SMPE Fall convention, Rooseve
Hotel, Hollywood.

Oct. 26: Cinema Lodge, B'nai B'rith, banque
Hotel Pennsylvania.

Oct. 30-31: ITO of Ohio convention, the Ne
House, Columbus.

Nov. 11: A F of L convention opens, Ne
Orleans.

Nov. 11-13: Institute of Radio Engi

neers' annual Fall meeting, Rochester, N.
'

(In cooperation with the RMA Engineerin

Department).

Nov. 11-12: ATOI convention.

Nov. 21 : Motion Picture Associates ball, Hot
Astor.

Syracuse U. Returning
To Pix Exhibition Field

Syracuse, N. Y.—Syracuse Univei,
sity re-enters the exhibition fiel

here on Sept. 26 when the Columbia
released Government pix, "The Figr.

for Life" opens a three-day run s

the Civic theater, downtown house
few doors away from the RKO-Schin
Strand which reopened Friday wit

a stage-film policy. Prof. Sawye
Falk, head of the dramatic activitie

department, is lining up succeedin
films, with a view to presentin

two films monthly at the Civic. Deal
have been closed for "The Baker'
Wife" and "The First Film Con|

cert."

"Hudson's Bay" Re-titled

Twentieth-Fox has announced "Th
Renegade" as the new title for "Hud:i

son's Bay."

=SAN FRANCISCO'S^
Most Outstanding Downtown Hotel

Visit the world
famous Persian
Room and enjoy
dinner dancing to

the nation's leading
orchestras.

Rates From $4 up, Daily

POWELL at SUTTER
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.V REVIEWS Of THE nEUI ALOIS .vJ-
Strike Up the Band"

with Mickey Rooney Judy Garland, Paul

Whiteman
Metro 120 Mins.

WOW MUSICAL IS A SURE-FIRE BOX-
«flCE SMASH; ROONEY AND GARLAND
.IT NEW HIGH.

Too many superlatives can't be used in

' inging the praises of th's new Metro re-

;ase. It is entertainment plus, during its

ntire 120 minutes, and Metro, exhibitors

nd the general public will all benefit hand-

f
omely from it. In the case of Metro, it

i

hould be one of its biggest money mak-
.( rs and it will make Mickey Rooney and

udy Garland even bigger stars at the box-

'j ffice in future offerings. Exhibitors should

J o SRO biz with the film and build up

T'heir regular patronage. And last, but

Iiost important, audiences generally will

'^ave theaters with the satisfied feeling

hat they have been thoroughly enter-

iained; they will advertise the picture by

/ord-of-mouth and will surely bring a lot

f people into theaters that can't be classi-

;ed as regular theatergoers.

The production value of the picture is

; ick. There is nothing left of the George
ind Ira Gershwin show of some years back

<ut the title and its namesake musical

umber, but that was enough for a two-

our picture to be built around, and with

xcellent results under the guiding hand

f producer Arthur Freed. Director Busby

erkeley rates high praise for his smooth

sb. Freed and Roger Edens also get credit

Dr a lovely and lilting piece of music en-

' tied "Our Love Affair." If there is any-

ling at fault with the picture it lies in

sveral overlong scenes on the dramatic

de and possibly too much production in

ie big musical numbers.

Roonev and Garland have never been
etter. Mickey clowns and runs riot with

very opportunity and he is allowed to play

ne drums to his heart's content and ham
Trough one sequence that is a surefire

now stopper for laughs. Miss Garland

ets more poise and assurance with every

icture, her voice is richer and she dis-

lays a captivating charm that will surely

dd to her host of fans. Paul Whiteman
oes nicely in a role that fits, as a band
ader. An outstanding bit of acting is

'_. gDntributed by young Larry Nunn in a sup-

Drting role. William Tracy is also good in

supporting role. June Preisser, Margaret
arly, Ann Shoemaker. Frances Pierlot,

eorge Lessey and Howard Hickman are

tie in character roles, and the remainder

the cast is more than adequate.

The story itself concerns Mickey, his

and, the high school's students and how
e band wins Whiteman's national contest

!>r the best school band. However, it is

y fl the telling that the bulls-eye is scored.

undreds of kids are in the picture and
ey exemplify America of today and to-

orrow, but is not a kid's picture any-

ore than it is a grownup's. A nice bit

flag waving is put over in the finale

id it should get a big response from audi-

oes.

Several sequences in the picture are

andouts; one, a conga number, is a

lockout. Sure to bring any audience down
th howls of laughter is a show that

wney and his pals put on at an Elk's Club
rnefit, a takeoff on the gay nineties. All

* SHORTS *

"On Foreign Newsfronts"

RKO-March of Time 19 mins.

Particularly Timely and
Hard Hitting

This new MOT issue is important
for several reasons, and is particu-
larly timely and hard-hitting today.
It shows the behind-the-scenes of the
far-flung coverage of the world that
provides American newspapers with
the most complete, unbiased and au-
thentic news that is to be had. It
also shows the events leading up to
and the second World War to date,
the greatest news story in modern
history.

Reel also points out that our coun-
try is the last great free Democracy
not involved in war or already
crushed under the heel of oppressor-
nations. The news services and the
New York Times come in for special
attention in the reel. The ever-grow-
ing problem of censorship, which
has already forced newsmen out of
some countries and handcuffed their
activities in others, is dramatically
presented.

Audiences generally should receive
this issue with special attention.

"Arrow Points"
RKO-Pathe 8 mins.

Fair Sport Reel
Archery has come in for its fair

share of publicity via the shorts
route in the past few years, but this
latest addition to the sport of the
bow has some interesting novelties.
Andre Vail, one of the country's
foremost offhand archers, displays
an uncanny accuracy with his equip-
ment. Vail does some trick shooting
that would keep an expert rifleman
hard pressed to duplicate. Frank
Donovan produced the reel.

Georgia Coleman Dead
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Georgia Coleman,

Olympic diving champion, died Sat-
urday. Miss Coleman had done
some motion picture work.

in all, the picture is tops for entertainment
and it can't be stressed too strongly that

exhibitors have a piece of property and
names to ballyhoo that will return dollars

for dimes in every instance.

CAST: Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland,

Paul Whiteman, June Preisser, William
Tracy, Larry Nunn, Margaret Early, Ann
Shoemaker, Frances Pierlot, Virginia Bris-

sac, George Lessey, Enid Bennett, Howard
Hickman, Sarah Edwards, Milton Kibbee,
Helen Jerome Eddy.

CREDITS: Producer, Arthur Freed; Di-

rector, Busby Berkeley; Original Screen-
play, John Monks Jr. and Fred Finklehoffe;

Title and Song, "Strike Up The Band" from
an Ira and George Gershwin show. Lyrics

and music, Roger Edens; Musical Director,

Georgie Stoll; Cameraman, Ray June; Edi-

tor, Ben Lewis.

DIRECTION, Corking. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Excellent.

"Trouble Shooter"
RKO-Pathe 9 mins.

Interesting Golf Short
Horton Smith, one of the top pro-

fessionals in the game, is seen in

this reel demonstrating how impos-
sible shots and lies can actually be
turned into pars and birdies. Filmed
on a course at Pinehurst, N. C, the
reel will bring joy to the heart of
every golfer. He will plan winter
vacations and leave the theater con-
vinced that the next time he gets
behind a tree, in a trap or in some
place else he shouldn't be, he knows
the answer to how the shot should be
played. Smith also demonstrates
golf grips that should help the ama-
teurs. Frank Donovan produced.

"Pluto's Dream House"
RKO 8 mins.

Excellent Cartoon
Cartoon addicts and audiences in

general will get plenty of laughs
from this new Disney short. The
amazing Pluto and his mentor, Mic-
key Mouse, get themselves into all

sorts of situations in short order af-

ter Mickey uncovers a lamp which
has the magic qualities of Aladdin's
well known miracle producer. Pluto
wakes up in the end of the short to
discover that his troubles were all a
dream.

Golden Sees 1,500

New Mono. Accounts

(Continued from Page 1)

ferences with circuit heads revealed
that they were convinced that the
major companies would deliver con-
siderably fewer pictures than were
announced and that Monogram will
fill a growing need for product. He
asserted that the time was ripe for
Monogram to increase its budgets to

meet the encouragement shown by
exhibitors in their willingness to pay
higher rentals for Monogram pic-

tures.

Monogram's move to the Coast
will co-ordinate production and dis-
tribution closer than ever before,
Golden said, adding that he believed
the time would come when every
company will transfer its home of-

fice to the studios.

Golden visited 18 cities on his
sales tour.

William Anthony McGuire
Producer-Playwright, Dies

(Continued from Page 1)

was with Universal and M-G-M be-
fore joining 20th-Fox.

Services will be conducted tomor-
row night and the following day his
body will be taken to Chicago for
burial.

HOD ft BfilLLIflOT CAST Of SUE Ell MID RADIO STARS!

ii
!



N. W. Allied Firm

Against '5-Blocks'

{Continued from Page 1)

tiply and increase the evil of block-
booking, increase film rentals, pre-
vent elimination of undesirable pic-

tures and work hardships and pen-
alties on small independent exhibi-

tors."
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Savannah Okays Sun. Pix
If Proceeds for Charity

Savannah, Ga.—City council has
amended an ordinance governing
Sunday amusements to allow motion
pictures on the Sabbath between 2
and 6 o'clock in the afternoon and
after 9:30 at night. Proceeds, how-
ever, must go to charity and the
shows must not conflict with church
services.

The amended ordinance requires
that an affidavit be filed with the
Mayor and aldermen within 24 hours
after Sunday movies are shown, stat-
ing the amount and the charity to
which the proceeds were donated.
Then, too, a receipt from officers of
the charity in question must be filed

with the city officials in order to
comply with terms of the ordinance.

Third for "Sea Hawk"
Hartford—"The Sea Hawk" stays

at the Regal for a third week, only
Connecticut spot to hold beyond two
weeks.

WEDDING BELLS

Hammond, Ind.—Ray Dun, mana-
ger of the Orpheum Theater, and
Helen Bieker, cashier at the War-
ner's Parthenon Theater, were mar-
ried recently.

Indianapolis — Phairy Queener,
Warner Bros, contract clerk, and
Wayne Shives, will be married Sept.
22 in the Meridian Heights Presby-
terian Church here. The girls at the
local exchange had a shower for the
prospective bride at the home of
Dorothy Robinson.

Pittsburgh—Marriage of Norman
Fleishman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Har-
ry Fleishman, who own and operate
the Brighton Theater, to Dorothy
Gusky took place Sunday at the
Beth Shalom Temple.

Edith Hoffman, daughter of I. J.

Hoffmann, Warner Theaters zone
manager for Connecticut and south-
ern Massachusetts, will be married
to Gerald Steinberg, Bridgeport at-

torney, today at the Hoffman home
in New Haven.

Rochester—Mary Fink, cashier at

Loew's Rochester, and Frank O'Con-
nell were married at St. Augustine's
Church.

Engagement of Miss Terry Gins-
berg, secretary to Arthur J. Siegel

of Warner Bros, home office, to Law-
rence Siegel is announced.

D6UJS Of TH€ DRV
Cincinnati — Lee Goldberg, PRC,

and Maurice White, prexy United
Theaters, announce exceptional show-
ing in the Cincinnati area for the
Jewish Welfare Drive. Ike Libson
is honorary chairman of the commit-
tee with William Onie, of Monogram,
and Charles Mervis, an exhibitor,
also serving actively.

Chicago—Warner Theaters assist-
ant managers will hold their annual
golf tournament on Sept. 25 at
Beverly Shores Golf Club.

Minneapolis—The Cox Brothers of
Aurora have repossessed the Grand
in Biwabik. The house was formerly
managed by LeRoy Beadreau of
Eveleth.

Simpsonville, S. C. — Thomas
Jacobs has turned over the Royal
here to M. B. Goodenough.

Chicago—Warner Theaters have
organized a bowling tournament with

Harry Turrell, district manager, as
president and Richard Barry, secre-
tary. Fourteen teams will partici-

pate. B & K employes also have
started a bowling tournament with
Joe Kearns, M. Fingerhut and Char-
ley Davidson as the committee in
charge. More than 20 teams will take
part.

Rochester—Ed Howard, who has
been assistant manager at Loew's
Rochester for the last 11 years, has
been transferred to the State The-
ater, Boston, in the same capacity.
Alvin Leonard, New York, comes
here as student manager.

Minneapolis—Al Smith in partner-
ship with the Minnesota Amusement
Co. has reopened the remodeled
Broadway Theater in Winona.

Colbert, Okla.—Glen Thompson,
operator of theaters at Walters,
Healdton, and Atoka, has leased his
Okeh Theater here to H. J. Turner.

International Pictorial

Receiver Asked in Suit

St. Louis—A suit to enjoin Floyd
W. Bolton of Alburquerque, N. M.,
president of the International Pic-
torial, Inc., from using motion pic-

ture films and other property and
also demanding that he be required
to make an accounting for company
assets has been filed in the Circuit
Court here by Marshall Harris, of
Ferguson. Harris claims in the peti-

tion tha the is vice-president of the
company and a stockholder. Hear-
ing is set for Sept. 26.

Petition lists among the assets of
the company, a contract with the Re-
public of Mexico allowing the com-
pany to produce shorts. The court
is also asked to appoint a receiver
to handle all of the assets at present
in Bolton's control.

Bolton is in St. Louis demonstrat-
ing a coin-operated motion picture
projector made by Phono-Film, Inc.

Academic Film Finishes
"Our Monroe Doctrine"

Academic Film Co. has completed
its second production, "Our Monroe
Doctrine," which will be released on
Sept. 30. This picture follows a
previous release, "Our Constitution,"
which was the first of eight two-reel
subjects for theaters and schools.
Two others are in preparation, "Our
Bill of Rights" and "Our Declara-
tion of Independence." Shorts are
made at Academic's Hollywood stu-

dios.

"Howards" After "Boom Town"
Syracuse, N. Y.—"The Howards

of Virginia" will follow "Boom
Town," held over for a second week,
at Loew's State Friday. Former
will be dualled with "The Lady in

Question."

Notables Will Attend
"Pastor Hall's" Debut

First-night audience for "Pastor
Hall," which starts at the Globe
theater Friday, will include:

Postmaster-General Frank C.

Walker, John Hay Whitney, Bishop
William T. Manning, Rabbi Stephen
S. Wise, Herbert Bayard Swope, H.
V. Kaltenborn, Sir William Wise-
man, Eddie Cantor, Adam L. Gimbel,
Katherine Brush, Basil D. O'Connor,
Merlin H. Aylesworth, Tilly Losch,
Lowell Thomas, Ralph Bellamy, Mrs.
George S. Kaufman, Ralph Inger-
soll, Harold Huber, Ilka Chase,
Henry R. Luce, Roy E. Larsen, Jules
Glaenzer, John D. Hertz and Floyd
B. Odium.

Ambassador at St. Louis
Shifts Prices on Friday

St. Louis—F & M's Ambassador
shifts prices Friday with the opening
of Columbia's "The Howards of Vir-
ginia." Until 2 p.m. all seats in the
house will be 35c and from 2 to 6
p.m. 45c. After 6 p.m. Balcony seats,
not reserved, will be 45c. The main
floor and mezzanine seats, which are
reserved after 6 p.m. will be 50-75c.
The continuous showings policy

will prevail until 8:10 p.m. Balcony
patrons who have not seen a com-
plete performance will be permitted
to remain.

Lake Theater, Cleveland,
Will Reopen Saturday

Cleveland — Warners' Lake The-
ater, a first-run downtown house
closed since the end of 1938 except
for a three-month period in 1939, re-
opens Saturday with "Pastor Hall."
Ben Schwartz, has been appointed
manager.

Exchange Conditions

Better—Pratchetf

(Continued from Page 1)

ing" of revenues derived by Ameri
can producer-distributors, it wa
stated yesterday by A. L. Pratchett
general manager of Paramount'
Caribbean Division, who has arrive'

in New York for home office con
ferences, climaxing a swing througl
his territory which took him 22,60(

miles by plane.
Pratchett expressed strong opti

mism that business conditions wil
show still further improvement h
Latin-America in the next fev
months. Essentially this will com*
from closer collaboration betweei
the U. S. and her sister nations o:

Pan-America commercially. Con
tributing factors insofar as motioi
picture trade is concerned will be

the demand for Hollywood product
and the apparent ability of majoi
studios to turn out pictures whost
themes and all-around merit wil

bring Latin-American audiences tc

box-offices and please them.
Now that elections in both Mexicr

and Cuba have been held, both o1

these countries will move along or

more settled commercial sources
Exchange in Ecuador is now bettei

than before, and in Mexico it has
tightened favorably from a six-to-

one ratio to a five-to-one ratio.

Among the countries Pratchett vis-

ited on his literally flying trip were
Cuba, Panama, Colombia, Ecuador I

Peru and Chile.

He will remain in New York for

at least two weeks and then return,
to his territorial headquarters in

Mexico City. Paramount, he said,

will stand pat with its Caribbean
setup and plans no expansion at this^

time.

30 Weeks for "Baker's Wife"
"The Baker's Wife," French film

being being distributed here by The
Baker's Wife, Inc., starts its 30th
week at the World Theater today, es-

tablishing a new record for the run
of a French film in this country.

STORKS!
LaPorte, Ind.— Wayne Sweeney,

manager of the LaPorte Theater
here, is the father of a baby girl.

Indianapolis— David Thomas, as-
sistant manager, Lyric Theater, is

the father of a baby girl, born in
the Methodist Hospital here.

Charlotte, N. C.—A daughter was
I

born to Mr. and Mrs. Marsh Fun-
derburk Sept. 12. Father is with
Republic.

Tom Gerety of Howard Dietz's
advertising staff at M-G-M, is the
father of a seven-and-a-half-pound
girl born last Saturday at the South
Nassau Community Hospital, Rock-
ville Center, L. I., to his wife, the
former Nathalie Hammerstein.
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Tele Standards May

Be Set by Jan. 1

(Continued from Page 1)

attended by all members in October.

Various panels will meet on different

days, still to be set, in the first week
•• October.

It was also learned that panels
will submit their reports between
Oct. 15 and Dec. 1 to the Committee
which will use these studies in form-
ulating standards which will then be
passed on by the industry and sub-
mitted to the FCC.

Small Town Trade Shows
Favored by Mich. Exhibs.

Detroit — Further upstate trade
showings of features is under con-

sideration by Paramount here, as a
-esult of results at the first one on
record by a major in this State. Par-
amount recently screened three
llms for about 100 exhibitors at

Hastings, and found that upstate ex-

libitors attended enthusiastically

—

nany remarking that they would
:ome to a small town, but would not
mother to come to a trade showing
n metropolitan Detroit because of

he inconvenience of a trip to the big

ity.

Minnesota Amusement Co.
Managers Are Realigned

Minneapolis—Fred Weimer comes
rom the Orpheum, Sioux Falls, to

•eplace William Keating, resigned, as
< nanager of the Minnesota Amuse-

- nent's Loring here. Other shifts:

Srnie Odeneal from the Paramount,

Ilitchell, S. D., to the Orpheum, Sioux
ralls; Joe Ryan, from the Eastman,
'it. Cloud, to the Paramount, Mit-

: hell, Woodrow Praught going to the

I Castman; L. 0. Kirkberg from the

•^State, Mankato to the Lyric, Water-
I
own, S. D., replacing Louis Peldo,

ransferred to the Paramount, Grand
"orks, N. D.; Floyd Nutting, moved
rom Grand Forks to the State,

- 'lankato.

: It

! i

Indianapolis—The Settos Theater
o., one of the largest circuits in

ndiana, has acquired the Cine and
itz Theaters in Linton. Settos now
iperates 17 houses in Indiana and
entucky.

j 7fl

ri

>:•

"wo Linton Theaters
'ass to Settos Circuit

ands Into WB Parthenon

Hammond, III.—Warner's Parthe-
on Theater has adopted a feature
and policy for week-ends shows.

Justifying the Title
Springfield, Mass.—"He Stayed for

Breakfast" is justifying the title by
staying over at the Bijou for a third

week.

"Bombing" of St. John Theaters With War
Loan Pamphlets Brings City Council Kichs

St. John, N. B.—Complaints have been made that a sample blitzkrieg, with air

force planes "bombing" the Capitol and Strand Theaters and vicinity, with War Loan
pamphlets, and machine gunners on the ground firing back with blanks, risked the lives

of those watching the demonstration. Objection was taken in the City Council on the
ground that the planes, being single-engined, might have crashed into the crowds, in

making the dives. The two theaters were in the heart of the "danger zone." The
people had been ordered off the streets by the Army, but refused to go. A giant
searchlight is atop the Capitol to detect enemy bombers.

Mono. Absorbs Alliance

Exchange in New York

(Continued from Page 1)

product in territories where Asso-
ciated British Films and British
Pathe are not represented at pres-
ent. Monogram will have first choice
on future products from these two
companies and will decide which of
their pictures are suitable for the
American market.

One of the first pictures to be
handled under the terms of the agree-
ment is "The Outsider" produced by
Associated British and starring
George Sanders and Mary Maguire,
which has already had a number of
circuit bookings, including Loew's
entire metropolitan New York the-
aters and has been set for a first-

run at the Metropolitan Brooklyn,
N. Y. The Fulton, Pittsburgh, the
New, Baltimore, the Lyric, Cincin-
nati, the Fox, Detroit, the Midland,
Kansas City, and a number of other
important situations.

Better Product Bringing
Upswing, Grainger Finds

Iowa's Polio Epidemic
Fading, Officials Believe

Des Moines, la.—State health offi-

cials yesterday expressed belief the
infantile paralysis epidemic in Iowa
was subsiding after approximately
200 cases reported this month up to

Saturday. Exhibitors in many areas
were hit hard through the epidemic
with the six operators at Waterloo
still enforcing a ban on children
under 12.

(Continued from Page 1)

return to the home office from an
extended tour of the country in be-
half of the organization's 1940-41
product.
Grainger said that in the many

keys visited attendance is admittedly
better, and theatermen admit that
the upswing has been due to better
product. Accordingly, there is con-
fidence in the new lineups of all com-
panies.
One of the standout factors, Grain-

ger pointed out with reference to

improving outlook and conditions, is

the "more settled frame of mind on
the part of the public." Filmgoers,
he observed, are becoming inured to

the excitement of war news and are
seeking surcease from headlines and
scare stories. Consequently they
are turning to the screen for the
type of thrills Hollywood gives them,
instead "of those provided by a
troubled world."

10 Features Start

In (oast Studios

(Continued from Page 1)

Polly Moran, Lois Danson and Doro-
thy Ann Seese.
At 20th Century-Fox: "Western

Union" with Robert Young, Dean
Jagger, Brenda Joyce, Randolph
Scott and Laird Cregar; "Corncob
Kelly's Benefit" with Marvin Steph-
ens, Rita Quigley, Eugene Pallette,

Richard Lane, Dorothy Peterson and
Charles D. Brown; "The Private
Practice of Michael Shayne" with
Lloyd Nolan, Lynn Bari, Ted North
and Marjorie Weaver.
At Universal: "Who Killed Doc

Robin?" with Richard Arlen and
Andy Devine.
At Warners: "Carnival" with Ida

Lupino, Eddie Albert and Joan Les-
lie; "The Fabulous Thirties" with
John Garfield, Priscilla Lane and
Jeffrey Lynn; "And So They Were
Wed."
Alexander Korda Production,

"Lady Hamilton" starring Vivien
Leigh, Laurence Olivier, Alan Mow-
bray, Sara Allgood, Ronald Sinclair

and Luis Alberni.

Miriam Howell Named
Miriam Howell has been appointed

head of the motion picture division

of the Lyons & Lyons agency, effec-

tive Sept. 23.

Portsmouth, O.—The edict banning
children from public gatherings due
to infantile paralysis has been lifted

here. However, the ban in Hunting-
ton, W. Va., will be enforced until

Oct. 1.

THE ROMANCE OF A GIRL

OUT OF NOWHERE ... row
as only Ben Hecht, master writer,

can tell it ...

South Bend, Ind. — Opening of
schools here and in St. Joseph County
has been postponed until Oct. 1 due
to infantile paralysis cases.

Tri-States Will Use More
Vaude in Omaha Orpheum

Omaha — Tri-States' Orpheum,
burg's only flesh house, will play
"more vaudeville than ever" during
coming season, says Manager Bill

Miskell. Miskell adds he'll feature
"name" bands with good units to
back them up.
House is regular dual theater, go-

ing to 60-minute stage show and one
feature for about eight to 10 weeks
a year. Regular 44-cent top is

boosted to 55-cent top for stage-
screen program. ICf URE

I

j m
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Final Consent Decree

Draft Tomorrow

(Continued from Page 1)

decree, will be in completed form on
Friday, it was stated.

The decree will be scrutinized by
major company executives in its fin-

ished form, but no delay is expected
on its approval since the Government
officials have said that this step was
merely a "formality."

The sub-committee on arbitration
will meet on Thursday to discuss a
number of minor changes and the
rules will be put on paper Friday.
Negotiations have reached the stage
where a committee on style is func-
tioning to check on grammar and
punctuation in the decree.

Panama's Prexy Entering
Panama City Film Field

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Commercial Attache

A. B. Sowell reports from Panama
City that arrangements have just

been completed for the construction
of a second modern motion picture

theater in Colon. The enterprise,

which will involve an expenditure of

approximately $100,000, will be

jointly financed by Dr. Augusto S.

Boyd, President of Panama and a

business man of Panama City.

The new theater, according to So-

well, will seat 1,800.

Expect Rensselaer Will

Authorize Sunday Shows

Rensselaer, N. Y.—This city may
have legalized Sunday exhibition in

Roger Marmon's Happy Hour Thea-
ter, now dark, before the end of the

month. This loomed after the Com-
mon Council had attempted to imme-
diately pass the measure at its last

meeting but failed to gain unanimous
consent.

Former Mayor Wright's vetoes

have blocked past efforts but the
present Mayor, Marshall Rose, has
approved the new ordinance. Public
hearing is to be held Sept. 18 after

which the council is expected to vote
Sunday movies.

Ameche for "Kiss the Boys"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Para, has reached an

amicable settlement with Don Ame-
che in its suit against him for $170,-

000 and has cast him for the male
lead in Clare Boothe's "Kiss the Boys
Goodbye," opposite Mary Martin.

Ray Milland was originally assigned

to the Ameche role. Mark Sandrich
will direct. Production starts in

November.

President of Cuban
Censor Com. Resigns
Havana (By Air Mail)—Oreste Del

Castillo has resigned as president of the

Motion Picture Censor Committee.

RaiseRegularPrices, WRPlan
It's Working For Warners, Says Bernhard

(Continued from Page 1)

better returns from outstanding Hol-
lywood product via higher admis-
sions at the box-office. Pictures in
this category have included War-
ners' ATAHT and "The Sea Hawk."
A recent survey showed that, po-
tentially, there were 40 1940-41 fea-
tures for which higher admissions
might be urged on exhibs.
The Warner theater chief dis-

closed that the circuit during the
last year has tackled the b.o. scale

problem quietly and has secured
higher prices in spots where local

conditions made the increases justi-

fied. Figures, however, were un-
available yesterday.

Says Public Resents Shifts

As to varying admissions, with
higher prices for certain product,
Bernhard declared that such a policy
is resented by the public. He thus
inferentially challenged recent state-

ments by distrib. execs, and some
circuit heads who contended that the
public is ready to pay more for se-

lected quality product. Several ex-

hib. units recently, however, have
criticized "price juggling."

"If you raise the price on a big
picture, they ask why you don't lower
the price on the small pictures," said

Bernhard.
"Hollywood needs more gross in

order to recoup the losses of foreign
income," he continued. "It deserves
to get much more money than it is

now getting from the American mo-
tion picture public. Motion picture

admission prices are too low, because
over a period of years, we have dis-

counted the value of our merchan-
dise.

"But the way to get more money
for the theater as well as the stu-

dios, is to do what we have been
doing in the Warner Theaters since

last September, which is to gradu-
ally raise the regular admission
prices wherever conditions warrant
such increases. Any theater organi-
zation or individual exhibitor that
will give the proper consideration to

the problem of increased admissions
will find that the policy of a raise in

regular prices is much more accept-
able to the public than an occasional

boost.

Cites Public's Shopping Skill

"It is a mistake to under-estimate
the intelligence and the shopping
skill of the public when it comes to

buying entertainment. When you
increase the regular admission prices,

the public accepts it as part of the
general movement of commodity
prices; sometimes they're up, some-
times they're down.

"If the industrial condition is

healthy, the town prosperous, the
theater well liked, you will hear very
little grumbling about the increase,

but when you raise the price on an
individual picture, the public thinks
you are taking advantage of their

special desire to see a certain pic-

ture and they resent such action.

They consider it a hold-up and not a
legitimate movement of prices.

"Besides, this business was built

upon the movie habit Upon people
dropping in to see a movie and not
making up their minds to see a
particular production. If we single

out individual productions for price

increases, the public is more apt to

single out those pictures for in-

creased attendance and let the others
go by.

"Increased prices on individual pic-

tures is contrary to the principles

upon which this business became the
greatest mass entertainment."

Cleveland Warner Club
Names Albert as Prexy

Cleveland—Charles Albert, booker
of the Warner Bros, theater depart-

ment, has been elected president of

the Warner Club for the coming
year. Others elected are: vice-presi-

dent in charge of entertainment,
Martin Friedman; vice-president in

charge of membership, Marie Beier;

vice-president in charge of welfare,

Erna Charns; chairman of the loan

committee, Evelyn Friedl; secretary,

Jane Meisel; treasurer, Saul Bragin;
The board of governors for this year
consists of Nat Wolf, Saul Bragin

Para. Signs Mexican Star
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Para, has signed the

Mexican star, Esther Fernandez, to

a term contract. She will probably
first be seen in "Las Vegas
Nights" with Allen Jones and El-

len Drew.

Norman to Open Star
England, Ark.—The Star Theater,

owned and managed by J. F. Nor-
man, has opened.

Interstate Books Seven
Legitimate Attractions

Dallas—Interstate Theaters' road
show bookings for next year already
total seven; "Skylark," "Hellzapop-
pin," "The Man Who Came to Din-
ner," "Little Foxes," "Pins and
Needles," and two unannounced
plays. "My Dear Children" is ten-

tative.

Roosevelt Borrows Bacon
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—James Roosevelt has

borrowed Lloyd Bacon from Warner
Bros, to direct "Martin Eden" in

which Franchot Tone will have the
male lead. He is negotiating with
Warners for the loan of Geraldine
Fitzgerald for the feminine lead.

Smith as Nelson's Father
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Alexander Korda has

signed C. Aubrey Smith for the role
of Lord Nelson's father in "Lady
Hamilton." Georges Renavent and
Olaf Hytten have been added to the
cast.

HCLl_y>VCCD

SPEAKING—
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=• By RALPH WILK

HOLLYWOf
TDDIE ALBERT, who was formerly box^

^~ champion at the University of Mi
nesota, recently acted as referee at t

weekly boxing bouts at March Field, wh<

many soldiers are in training. Albert, w
is about to star in "Carnival," also pi

sented trophies to the winners.

/^UR Passing Show:— L. B. Mayer,
^~ Lichtman, Ben Goetz, Harry Ra
Charles R. Rogers, Jerome Kern, M
Asther, Nick Carter, Mary Martin, Rich;

Halliday, June Garland, Dan Dailey, My
Lewis, Louis Notarius at the preview
"Strike Up The Band."

• •
^HARLIE RUGGLES' tome, based on
^"' experiences both on the stage a,

screen, will be published by a Boston fi

under the title, "What Makes The Clc

Tick." Ruggles' own sketches will ill

trate the novel, which will be dedicated

Oliver Morosco.

• •
^>N a marquee

—
"Double Alibi," "I

^^ Son, My Son."

• •
QALE VAN EVERY and RKO are huddli

'' on h s producing a series of three p
ductions based on his story, "Dust Eater

which appeared in Colliers in 1932. VJ

Every completed his contract with Pa

mount after producing "Rangers Of F

tune."

• ' •
kijINNIE and WINNIE, two trained mul
'"' owned by Ellen Howard of Saug

were used by Edward H. Griffith recen

in process shots for "Virginia," his p
duction for Paramount. Paradoxically, thi

mules can put on an act of stubbornn
that would put to shame their Ar
brethren.

• •
A N avid golfer, George Murphy spei

** most of his spare time on his "pi

and putt" course laid out on a portion

his Escondido ranch. He has just co

pleted work in "Little Nelly Kelly"

M-G-M, and his next assignment will

"Three Girls And A Gob," on a loanout

RKO.

• •

OURCHASE of "One Foot in Heaver

The Life of a Practical Parson," for

coming biography of his father by Hart:

Spence United Press writer, is announi

by Jack L. Warner. "One Foot in Heavi

will be published in October by Whittle

House.

• •

WITH eight of its 38 pictures for 19;

1941 completed and with franc!

holders currently operating exchanges

all but two "key" cities, Producers Rele

ing Corp. has gone into high gear a;

national producing and distributing concc

according to Harry Rathner, president, v

is in Hollywood concluding negotiat :

with producers, "name" talent and autr

for the remainder of his program.
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"5-BL0CK" BATTLE CARRIED TO GODDARD

Three Indies on Canada's Nat'E Clearance Board
Anti-Protection League to

Name Two; No Distribs. on
Both Central or Regionals

Toronto — Approval of a plan
» whereby the Anti-Protection League
'will appoint two independent ex-

tors to the new National Clear-
• ance Board is the latest development

ii the Canadian clearance reform
(movement.
One of the independent exhibitors

is to represent indie associations in

the eastern part of the Dominion,
including Montreal, Saint John and

[.Nova Scotia. The western member
11 represent Winnipeg, Calgary,

(Continued on Page 7)

Nick and Weslon

Defend Their Ads
H

, iH

I I

St. Louis—Clyde A. Weston, form-
er business agent of Local No. 143,

and John P. Nick, ex-first interna-
tional vice-president of the IATSE,
took the witness stand in their own
defense in the Federal Court here
yesterday and made a firm general
denial to each of the main charges
made against them by the Govern-

: ment in its efforts to sustain the
:-« ^racketeering and anti-trust indict-

p cements.
Weston, who occupied the stand

10
'>

Ha f

(Continued on Page 7)

Cancellation Rights
An Issue in Australia

1,1 i.

,1

::•

•r I

, i.

Sydney (By Air Mail)—That there
s exhibitor abuse of the 25 per cent
:ancellation privilege under the The-
aters, Public Halls and Cinemato-
graph Films Act of 1938, is claimed
jy Ralph H. Clark, Australian direc-

(Continued on Page 8)

Magazine "Planting"
Unit, Para.'s Newest

West Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—A new magazine "plant-

ing" unit believed to be first setup of
its kind in the industry has been created
by Cliff Lewis, Paramount studio pub-
licity and advertising head, with Bill

Hebert in charge.

COUNTERS "SICK" INDUSTRY TALK
Metro Sends Open Letter to 110 Film Columnists to Offset

Press Gallup Deductions

Gallup statistics tending to show
a serious drop in American film the-

ater attendance weekly and the exist-

ence of 32,000.000 people now at-

tending film shows less than once a
month challenge the accuracy of

previous national attendance figures

used for the industry more than they
reflect an industry decline.

Such is the theory offered by Metro
in a "To Whom It May Concern"
open letter sent to 110 critics and
reviewers on U. S. papers which
publish a daily film column. Metro's
letter, prepared by Art Schmidt of

Howard Dietz's department, was oc-

War Problems Met,

Nathan Golden Says

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The industry is gear-

ing itself to meet the present inter-

national situation "very admirably,"
Nathan Golden, head of the Motion
Picture Division, Department of

(Continued on Page 8)

casioned, it was learned, because of

daily press columnar reaction to the

recent Gallup poll on duals.

Repetition of 1937 Was Feared

Gallup comment on film attend-

ance caused too many writers in the
dailies to conclude that the industry
was "sick," according to Metro's
analysis of columnar opinion, and
there was fear that the unhappy
situation of 1937, when biz dived on
the heels of unfavorable publicity

might be repeated.
Slant taken by Schmidt in "To

Whom It May Concern," which al-

(Continued on Page 8)

Philco to Telecast

U of P Home Games

For the first time in tele's history,

a full schedule of collegiate foot-

ball games will be telecast this Fall

when Philco. in co-op with the U of

P, Atlantic Refining Co. and N. W.
(Continued on Page 3)

Durbin's "Spring Parade' picture pioneers Set
Tags Bngham Into Roxy Fall Dinner on Oct. 24
Universal has set "Spring Parade,"

Deanna Durbin starrer, for the
Roxy, following' "Brigham Young."
Pix is nationally released Sept. 27.

"U's" "Hired Wife" eave the Roxy
(Continued on Page 7)

Fall Conference Dinner of the Mo-
tion Picture Pioneers will be held

here on the evening of Oct. 24, al-

though the exact venue has not yet

(Continued on Page 7)

Delay Cuban Decree Action
Advent of New Administration Awaited

AGMA-AFM Scrap Hearing
Deferred Till Tomorrow

Application by concert instrumen-
talists, as members of AGMA, for
a writ to restrain James Petrillo, as
president of the American Federa-
tion of Musicians, from barring per-

(Continued on Page 7)

Further action on the Cuban anti-

block-booking decree is expected

to be withheld until after the new
administration goes into office on
Oct. 10, it was said yesterday by
A. L. Pratchett, Paramount's Carib-
bean division manager. Pratchett
said that the appointment of a new

(Continued on Page 3)

Means 'Inestimable Chaos'
And Higher Film Rentals,

Ohio Exhibs. Tell Court

First exhibitor move to regis-

ter opposition to the blocks-of-

five provision in the proposed
consent decree to settle the New
York equity suit against the Big
Five directly with the presiding
judge was disclosed yesterday.

Petition has been addressed to
Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard,
whose okay is necessary if the de-
cree is to be finalized, by a group of

Columbus, and Dayton, O., theater
operators, representing a total of
44 houses, all but two of which are
in the Ohio capital.

Petition, bearing date of Sept.

12, says:
"The adoption of this clause will

(Continued on Page 8)

Three Firms to Confer

On Dramatists' Pad
In the role of what is described as

"interested observers," representa-
tives of three major companies,

—

Metro, Warners and Paramount,

—

will attend the initial exploratory
informal conclave of the League of

New York Theaters and the Dra-
matists Guild, it was asserted last

(Continued on Page 8)

NTSC Panels Will Study
CBS Television in Color

Following a special showing of

CBS color television, it was decided
yesterday at a meeting of the Na-

(Continued on Page 7)

"Boom Town" Keeps
100% Holdover Mark
"Boom Town" has now been held over

in every one of its first 47 regular re-

lease engagements at advanced prices

in key cities, maintaining the 100 per

cent extended-engagement record estab-
lished in its earlier test runs, Metro
reported yesterday. Pix will play a

fourth in Detroit, and a third in seven
additional keys, making a total of 18
situations for a third.

<
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FINANCIAL
(Tuesday, Sept. 17)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2y2%) 5 5 5
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 8 75/8 8 + %
East. Kodak 132 132 132 + l/4
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 10 934 10 + Vs
Loew's, Inc 263/8 25% 26i/4 + 1 1/8
do pfd 102 102 102
Paramount 6'/i &Vs 6Vi + %
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd... 8% 8Vi 8%+ !4
Patde Film 9% 9Vs 9% + %
RKO New 2% 25/8 25/8
20th Century-Fox ... 6 6 6
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2% 23/8 2% + l/4
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3Vis46. .103^4 1033/8 1033/8 — %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3'/4s47 90 Vi 90 Vi 90 Vi + %
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 82 Vi 82 Vi 82Vi + Vi

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1% 1% 1%
Technicolor
Trans-Lux 1 Vs 1 Vis 1 Vi
Universal Corp. vtc... 33,4 3^4 33^
Universal Picts

Cinecolor Amends Its

Registration Statement

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Cinecolor, Inc., Bur-

bank, Calif., has amended its pend-
ing registration statement with the
SEC to make its proposed offering
427,000 rights for $1.50 par common
to stockholders and 71,166 $1.50 par
common reserved for rights at $1.00
and 71,166 shares unsubscribed stock
through an underwriter at $1.25.

Merger of Hoyt's and GUT
In Australia Said Not Off

Report in an Australian trade
journal that the Hoyt's-GUT merger
was either postponed or off alto-

gether because no agreement could
be reached on a number of points
was asserted by informed sources
here yesterday to be completely
wrong. It was said that difficulties

still remained to be ironed out, but
that nothing remained to be done
which could not be equitably dis-

posed of.

It was asserted in the story that
the term of the agreement, the ques-
tion of earnings and the method of
meeting taxation arising from any
recapitalization, were stumbling
blocks which have dragged out the
negotiations. Dan Michalove is ex-

pected to go to Australia later this

Fall.

New Norwalk House;
1,700-Seater for Toledo

Impending Columbia
Proxy Fight Fades Out

Impending minority stockholder

move to block restoration of Colum-
bia executive salaries at today's an-

nual stockholders' meeting did a
fadeout. Athough Fred R. Tuerk
filed, as required by the SEC, to

permit the soliciation of proxies, it

was said yesterday that no further

move was made.
In a statement, Jack Cohn said:

"Such action as Mr. Tuerk contem-
plated was nullified after a meeting
between him and directors of the

corporation, and the letter which he

had prepared and which had been

filed with the SEC, was not sent to

stockholders of the company. No
effort is being made to obtain prox-

ies other than the normal manage-
ment procedure which obtains prox-

ies prior to any annual meeting."

Norwalk, O.—The Schine Circuit,

Inc., which operates the Forum and
Moose, is planning a new $100,000
theater on E. Main St. to seat 1,100.

The Ohio Building Department has
approved the plans.

Toledo, O.—New theater, seating
1,700 persons, is planned as part of

a $500,000 park-and-shop develop-
ment to be built by the Bryden-
Michigan Building Co., of Cleveland,
on W. Central Ave. at St. Bernard
Drive, in suburban Toledo. Building
is to be completed by Feb. 1. Major
circuit will operate, it is understood.

Scully Ups Mansfield
As Memphis "U" Head

Harry Mansfield, Universal sales-

man in Memphis, has been promoted
to the post of manager by William
A. Scully, general sales manager.
Mansfield fills the vacancy created
by the transfer of Branch Manager
J. A. Pritchard to Charlotte.

As previously announced, J. R.
Felder, former Monogram manager
and veteran exchange man in New
York, becomes assistant manager of
the New York branch, replacing Max
Cohen who has been promoted to
Washington branch head.

Flinn, Sugarman Named
Ampa Committee Heads

Two new committee chairmen, have

been appointed by Leon Bamberger,
Ampa president, for the remainder
of the present administration.

John Flinn, of Variety, has been
appointed chairman of the Ampa
Constitution and By-Laws committee
which also includes Charles McCar-
thy, of 20th Century-Fox and Paul
Benjamin, of National Screen Ser-

vice. This committee is now in ses-

sion revising the constitution and by-
law, and some important changes are

certain to be recommended and sub-

mitted to the organization.
Eli Sugarman, of Billboard, will

henceforth head the Reception Com-
mittee replacing Lou Lifton who has
moved to California. Others on this

committee are Blanche Livingston,

of RKO Theaters, and Vincent Trotta,

of Advertising Accessories.
All other committees remain the

same as they were at the beginning
of the current administration.

Special Publicity Staff

For 'Tantasia" Campaign

A special publicity staff, headed
bv Richard Condon, will handle the
campaign for Walt Disney's "Fan-
tasia," which will have its roadshow
premiere in New York late this Fall.

Condon will be in charge of all pub-
licity emanating from both coasts.
Antoinette Spitzer will be his as-
sistant in the East and Janet Mar-
tin will continue as studio press
representative.
Joe Heppner has been borrowed

from Metropolitan Photo Co. to do
special photographic assignments.

Bigot of 20th-Fox Said
Recovering from Wounds

M. Bigot, 20th-Fox director of
public relations under Continental
Manager Ben Miggins. is recovering
from severe shrapnel injuries re-
ceived during the French action in

June, according to word received at
the 20th-Fox home office.

Company has also heard from D.
Selan, manager in Yugoslavia, after
a long stoppage of all communica-
tions from that country. Selan re-

ported that he had sufficient prints
on hand to carry the office for a con-
siderable time, but that all distribu-
tors there are concerned as to how
new prints will be shipped into the
country as all former avenues are
now closed.

WB's Milkier Called to Arms
First National Guard call to active

service for a year's training period
took one employe of the Warner
home office, it was learned yesterday.
Arnold Millner of the mail room is

a private in the 71st Infantry.

COmMG and G0H1G

H. M. WARNER is scheduled to visit M
York late this month.

WILLIAM A. SCULLY, Universal's gen.
sales manager, is in Chicago and returns to
home office on Friday.

ANNE SHIRLEY planed into New York yeste-
to attend the Fraser-Cerf wedding andn(
again for the Coast last evening.

HERBERT J. YATES, CFI president, retur
to New York yesterday from the Coast.

ELSA LANCHESTER will arrive in New Y
today from Hollywood to spend a brief va !

tion.

RUTH PENNEY, fashion editor at RKO Ra
Studios and editor of the Hollywood Worm
Page bulletin, has returned to New York fi

the Coast.

LYNN FARNOL, publicity-ad head for UA,
New York last evening by plane for Fort Woi

BETTY BREWER, young Paramount player,
left Boston for Chicago by plane, and will v

Kansas City en route to the Coast.

DAVE PRINCE, RKO Radio's Southeastern <

trict manager, arrived in New York yester
for h.o. conferences.

JAMES ROOSEVELT leaves Hollywood today
plane for New York to attend the premiere h

of "Pastor Hall" on Friday evening, and i

fly back to the Coast on the week-end.
JAMES HILTON, who collaborated on

alogue for "Foreign Correspondent," is en ro
!

back to Hollywood from New York.

A. A. SCHUBART, manager of exchange ope
tions for RKO Radio, is in Chicago and will

turn to the home office on Friday.

PAUL WEIL, assistant to James A. Fi 1

Patrick, and MRS. WEIL, leave the Coast .

Friday for New York.

MRS. RUTH LEVINE of Miami, formerly R
,

Bernstein of the Caumont British office in N>
Haven, visited in the New Haven film distric

Eastman Kodak Sells 50°

Interest in German Plant

In a statement filed by Eastm I

Kodak Co. with the SEC and il
leased yesterday at the N. Y. Sto

j

Exchange, it was reported that t
j

company has sold its 50 per cefl

control of Chemische Werke Odin
j

German interests for 900,000 Reicr.
j

marks, or about $360,000 at the noiil

inal exchange rate current. Pi I

ceeds from the sale still remain i

Germany, tied up there by exchan; I

restrictions, it was stated.

Balance sheet of Eastman as

Dec. 31, 1939, listed over $5,000,0ij

investments in companies ail
branches in Germany. One of til

company's principal assets is ij

Baden, Germany, plant which man i

factures gelatine.

Stein Heads Chi. Warner Club
j

Chicago — Larry Stein, publici I

and advertising director for Warn J

Chicago theaters has been electi 1

president of the Chicago Warnl
Club. H. W. Wheeler was name I

vice president in charge of enteJ
tainment, James Kennedy, treasure!
and A. Callies, secretary.

Hu.vjMJM.nj.i.-mrra
250 West 57th Street • New York City

THE SERVICE ORGANIZATION OF
THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY
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'Ohiko to Telecast

J of P Home Games

{Continued from Page 1)

& Son, puts Pennsylvania's

contests on the air through

IE, Philadelphia.

T'hilco will use a crew of 10 en-

:rs to handle the telecasts, the

nneras to be located on platforms

ispended from the edge of Frank-

n Field's south balcony. First same
) be covered will be the Pennsyl-
aria-Maryland clash on Oct. 5.

Play-by-play descriptions by Bill

later will be picked up from the

idio broadcasts, sponsored by At-

ntic Refining. Special program-
for the telecasts will be han-

ed by N. W. Ayer & Son which
indies the Atlantic Refining pro-

. thus assuring synchroniza-

on of commercials and special an-

)uncements with periods during
' hich there is no play.

Both Philco and Ayer will experi-

ent with program technique. This

ill include dramatizations of At-
ntic's advertising message be-

'een halves, and before and after

:ame, and tele shots of pre-

! Atlantic displays in lieu of

ht commercials in between
ays in the quarter periods.

. Plans call for transmission of the

<ound and images by coaxial

i ble to a relay transmitter W3XP
Convention Hall's roof and re-

lied from there by ultra short-wave
the Philco experimental station,

ansmission will be on 525 in-

ad of 441 lines, with 10 kilowatt
i wer increase.

hilly Allied Members
o Attend N. J. Parley

Philadelphia—Allied's Eastern Pa.
A it met here yesterday but program
Prts restricted to routine discussion,

. I th emphasis on the representation
I the New Jersey Allied convention
xt week,

u It was indicated that the local unit

ould be well represented.

: Jiecitta to Reopen
Cinecitta Theater, first-run Italian

£ : aise in New York, will reopen
norrow after having been shut-
-ed for the summer. First attrac-

Cls Nn will be "An Adventure of Sal-

tor Rosa."

T T
• • • LI'L Old Nsw York, it seems, is sfill the absolute tops

among U. S. locales in the matter of supplying the best ammunition

and fire-power wherewith to shoot stars as well as players

more firmly into the firmament of fame Take for example the

case of young Betty Br2wer whose initial pic Pararhount's

"Rangers of Fortune" moves into Broadway's Paramount Theater

today

T T
• • • THE said Miss Brewer is of such tender youth,

that if the current military draft were applicable to the

fair sex it would be eight full years before she became
eligible as a doughgirl or yeomanette in the service of

her Uncle Sam —all of which means that she's now 13-years-

old Now just recently young Miss Brewer was as ob-

scure in filmland as a petty cash voucher in a Para-

mount annual financial statement But today it's another

story for Miss Brewer is not only a definite impression on the

Coast's cinematic consciousness but on that of the public

although American film fans generally speaking have

yet to see her on the screen How come, Ifs this-a-way.

T T T
• • • ONLY a short spell ago La Brewer planed into N. Y.

from Hollywood and quite accidentally on purpose Para-

mcunt's h.o. publicity department saw to it that the nooze hawks here-

c bouts were not unmindful of her arrival She was met at La

Guardia Field by representatives of City News and Standard Nsws
and was grabbed for a spot on radio's "We the People" program

whereon, 'mong other things, she sang the first solo of her career

debuting as a national radio soloist In support of her spectacu-

lar spotlighting Paramount's Tom Waller whose special as-

signment happened to be the Brewer "We the People" engagement

l'.ned-up Acme, International News Photos, AP's feature department, INS,

UP, NANA, Unitsd Features, etc with the result that La Brewer

crashed headlong into headlines all over the land

T T T
• • • WE mention the Brewer blitzkrieg as an example to

demonstrate how potent are the forces which occupy New
York by means of which the entire nation can be flagged in

the interests of player personalities Having been around a

good deal in our land's devious diggin's 'tis an impres-

sive fact that noozepaper gents and their readers have a likin'

for New York by-lines and stories which spring from our

garden of skyscrapers Besides, with a degree of modest

dogmatism it can be asserted that in New York the

major power of news services and syndicates is centered It's

not belittlin' to add that many star scribes are, too Further,

a New York date-line on a story rightly or wrongly

does not arouse the news desk skepticism that results from

some others And finally, there's the added factor that the

stellar crush and rush hereabouts is not so great

T
• • • REPUBLIC'S execs, and the press gathered in the Hotel

Warwick yesterday to fete Roy Rogers via social amenities and

cock.ails The singing cowboy star is gonna be further feted

today o'er at the World's Fair which is celebrating "Roy

Rogers Day" Roy'll broadcast, sing at a band concert, and gen-

erally uphold his renown as an ace performer

« « « » »

Delay Action

On Cuban Decree

(.Continued from Page 1)

Secretary of Commerce may have
some effect on the situation.

Meanwhile, it was learned from
Havana that the Exhibitors Associa-
tion of Cuba was seeking a suspen-
sion of the anti-block-booking de-
cree until a new formula which would
guarantee the future film contracts
had been woi'ked. It was said that
a letter had been sent to the Cuban
president, asking for the suspension
on the grounds that the decree inter-

fered with the operation of the busi-

ness and that it "damaged the pleas-
ant relations that must exist" be-
tween the exhibitors and the dis-

tributors.

Pratchett said that the new season
selling was scheduled to get under
way in Cuba in about six weeks and
that it was necessary the situation
be clarified before product sales be-
gin.

"Comedy" Held for Third

Warners' "No Time for Comedy"
stays a third at the New York
Strand. Larry Clinton's ork also
holds.

WEDDING BELLS

Phyllis Fraser, cousin of Ginger
Rogers, married Bennett Cerf yes-
terday. Wedding luncheon at the
Ritz Towers followed. The bride
was given away by her aunt, Mrs.
Lela Rogers. Gustav Cerf, the
groom's father, was best man, with
Harold Ross and Anne Shirley as
attendants. Miss Shirley planed to

New York for the ceremony.

Georgette McKee, who makes her
film debut in "The Ramparts We
Watch," will be married Oct. 6 to a
Chicago attorney.

Chicago—Joe Kaufman, of the B
& K theaters booking staff, will be
guest of honor at a farewell bache-
lor dinner in the Florentine room of
the Congress Hotel Friday. Kauf-
man on Oct 3, weds Marge Helen
Kosman of Warner Bros. Pictures'
secretarial staff here.

London (By Cable)—David Niven,
now captain of a rifle brigade, will

soon be married to Primula Rollo, it

was announced.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Binnie Barnes, Brit-

ish film player, and Mitchell Frano-
vich, radio sports announcer, will be
married in October.

Syracuse, N. Y.—Will Tubbert and
Mrs. Mary Woods Burns, daughter
of Attorney and Mrs. Frank Burns,
were married at the St. John Evang-
elist Church yesterday. They are
taking a trip to New York City and
vicinity. The bride was head of a
department of Central New York
Power Corp.
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FINANCIAL
(Tuesday, Sept. 17)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2 %) 5 5 5
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... 8 7S/8 8 + %
East. Kodak 132 132 132 + i/4
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq 10 93/4 10 -f Va
Loew's, Inc 263/8 25% 26y4 + V/8
do pfd 102 102 102
Paramount 6'/i °"'/8 6Vi + %
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. . 8% 8'/2 8% + V4
Pathe Film 93/4 9'/8 9y4 + 5/8
RKO New 2% 25/8 2%
20th Century-Fox ... 6 6 6
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 25/8 23/8 2% + 1/4

do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3y2 s46. .1033^ 1033/8 103% — %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3y4s47 90V2 90y2 90'/2 + %
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 82y2 82'/2 SZV2 + Vl

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1% 1% 1%
Technicolor
Trans-Lux 1 Va 1 Va 1 Va
Universal Corp. vtc... 3% 334 334
Universal Picts

Cinecolor Amends Its

Registration Statement

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Cinecolor, Inc., Bur-

bank, Calif., has amended its pend-
ing registration statement with the
SEC to make its proposed offering

427,000 rights for $1.50 par common
to stockholders and 71,166 $1.50 par
common reserved for rights at $1.00
and 71,166 shares unsubscribed stock
through an underwriter at $1.25.

Merger of Hoyt's and GUT
In Australia Said Not Off

Report in an Australian trade
journal that the Hoyt's-GUT merger
was either postponed or off alto-

gether because no agreement could
be reached on a number of points
was asserted by informed sources
here yesterday to be completely
wrong. It was said that difficulties

still remained to be ironed out, but
that nothing remained to be done
which could not be equitably dis-

posed of.

It was asserted in the story that
the term of the agreement, the ques-
tion of earnings and the method of
meeting taxation arising from any
recapitalization, were stumbling
blocks which have dragged out the
negotiations. Dan Michalove is ex-
pected to go to Australia later this

Fall.

New Norwalk House;
1,700-Seater for Toledo

Norwalk, O.—The Schine Circuit,

Inc., which operates the Forum and
Moose, is planning a new $100,000
theater on E. Main St. to seat 1,100.

The Ohio Building Department has
approved the plans.

Toledo, O.—New theater, seating
1,700 persons, is planned as part of

a $500,000 park-and-shop develop-
ment to be built by the Bryden-
Michigan Building Co., of Cleveland,
on W. Central Ave. at St. Bernard
Drive, in suburban Toledo. Building
is to be completed by Feb. 1. Major
circuit will operate, it is understood.

Scully Ups Mansfield
As Memphis "U" Head

Harry Mansfield, Universal sales-

man in Memphis, has been promoted
to the post of manager by William
A. Scully, general sales manager.
Mansfield fills the vacancy created
by the transfer of Branch Manager
J. A. Pritchard to Charlotte.

As previously announced, J. R.
Felder, former Monogram manager
and veteran exchange man in New
York, becomes assistant manager of
the New York branch, replacing Max
Cohen who has been promoted to

Washington branch head.

Special Publicity Staff

For 'Tantasia" Campaign

A special publicity staff, headed
by Richard Condon, will handle the
campaign for Walt Disney's "Fan-
tasia," which will have its roadshow
premiere in New York late this Fall.

Condon will be in charge of all pub-
licity emanating from both coasts.
Antoinette Spitzer will be his as-
sistant in the East and Janet Mar-
tin will continue as studio press
representative.

Joe Heppner has been borrowed
from Metropolitan Photo Co. to do
special photographic assignments.

Impending Columbia
Proxy Fight Fades Out

Impending minority stockholder

move to block restoration of Colum-
bia executive salaries at today's an-

nual stockholders' meeting did a
fadeout. Athough Fred R. Tuerk
filed, as required by the SEC, to

permit the soliciation of proxies, it

was said yesterday that no further

move was made.
In a statement, Jack Cohn said:

"Such action as Mr. Tuerk contem-
plated was nullified after a meeting
between him and directors of the

corporation, and the letter which he

had prepared and which had been

filed with the SEC, was not sent to

stockholders of the company. No
effort is being made to obtain prox-

ies other than the normal manage-
ment procedure which obtains prox-

ies prior to any annual meeting."

Flinn, Sugarman Named
Ampa Committee Heads

Two new committee chairmen have
been appointed by Leon Bamberger,
Ampa president, for the remainder
of the present administration.

John Flinn, of Variety, has been

appointed chairman of the Ampa
Constitution and By-Laws committee
which also includes Charles McCar-
thy, of 20th Century-Fox and Paul
Benjamin, of National Screen Ser-

vice. This committee is now in ses-

sion revising the constitution and by-
law, and some important changes are

certain to be recommended and sub-

mitted to the organization.
Eli Sugarman, of Billboard, will

henceforth head the Reception Com-
mittee replacing Lou Lifton who has
moved to California. Others on this

committee are Blanche Livingston,

of RKO Theaters, and Vincent Trotta,
of Advertising Accessories.

All other committees remain the
same as they were at the beginning
of the current administration.

Bigot of 20th-Fox Said
Recovering from Wounds

M. Bigot, 20th-Fox director of
public relations under Continental
Manager Ben Miggins, is recovering
from severe shrapnel injuries re-
ceived during the French action in

June, according to word received at
the 20th-Fox home office.

Company has also heard from D:
Selan, manager in Yugoslavia, after
a long stoppage of all communica-
tions from that country. Selan re-
ported that he had sufficient prints
on hand to carry the office for a con-
siderable time, but that all distribu-
tors there are concerned as to how
new prints will be shipped into the
country as all former avenues are
now closed.

WB's Millner Called to Arms
First National Guard call to active

service for a year's training period
took one employe of the Warner
home office, it was learned yesterday.
Arnold Millner of the mail room is

a private in the 71st Infantry.

COminG and G0IDG

H. M. WARNER is scheduled to visit N'
York late this month.

WILLIAM A. SCULLY, Universal^ gene
sales manager, is in Chicago and returns to t

home office on Friday.

ANNE SHIRLEY planed into New York yeste' J

to attend the Fraser-Cerf wedding andQQ
again for the Coast last evening.

HERBERT J. YATES, CFI president, return
to New York yesterday from the Coast.

ELSA LANCHESTER will arrive in New Yc
today from Hollywood to spend a brief vac
tion.

RUTH PENNEY, fashion editor at RKO Rat
Studios and editor of the Hollywood Womei
Page bulletin, has returned to New York frc

the Coast.

LYNN FARNOL, publicity-ad head for UA, l<

New York last evening by plane for Fort Worl

BETTY BREWER, young Paramount player, hi
left Boston for Chicago by plane, and will vi

Kansas City en route to the Coast.

DAVE PRINCE, RKO Radio's Southeastern di I

trict manager, arrived in New York yesterd
for h.o. conferences.

JAMES ROOSEVELT leaves Hollywood today !

plane for New York to attend the premiere he

of "Pastor Hall" on Friday evening, and w
fly back to the Coast on the week-end.
JAMES HILTON, who collaborated on t

alogue for "Foreign Correspondent," is en rou i

back to Hollywood from New York.

A. A. SCHUBART, manager of exchange oper
tions for RKO Radio, is in Chicago and will r

turn to the home office on Friday.

PAUL WEIL, assistant to James A. Fit

Patrick, and MRS. WEIL, leave the Coast
Friday for New York.

MRS. RUTH LEVINE of Miami, formerly Ru
Bernstein of the Caumont British office in Ne
Haven, visited in the New Haven film district

Eastman Kodak Sells 50°/;

Interest in German Plant

In a statement filed by Eastma
Kodak Co. with the SEC and r<

leased yesterday at the N. Y. Stoc

Exchange, it was reported that tn,

company has sold its 50 per cer

control of Chemische Werke Odin 1

German interests for 900,000 Reich:
marks, or about $360,000 at the non
inal exchange rate current. Prt

ceeds from the sale still remain i

Germany, tied up there by exchang
restrictions, it was stated.

Balance sheet of Eastman as c

Dec. 31, 1939, listed over $5,000,00;
investments in companies an
branches in Germany. One of thj

company's principal assets is it-

Baden, Germany, plant which many
factures gelatine.

Stein Heads Chi. Warner Club
Chicago — Larry Stein, publicit

and advertising director for Warne
Chicago theaters has been electe

president of the Chicago Warnej
Club. H. W. Wheeler was namej
vice president in charge of enter]!

tainment, James Kennedy, treasure])!

and A. Callies, secretary.

250 West 57th Street New York City

THE SERVICE ORGANIZATION OF
THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY
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! ohilco to Telecast

J of P Home Games

I

{Continued from Page 1)

er & Son, puts Pennsylvania's

<ie contests on the air through
£E, Philadelphia.

Thilco will use a crew of 10 en-

ineers to handle the telecasts, the

imeras to be located on platforms

i-pended from the edge of Frank-

n Field's south balcony. First game
> be covered will be the Pennsyl-
ania-Maryland clash on Oct. 5.

Play-by-play descriptions by Bill

later will be picked up from the

uiio broadcasts, sponsored by At-

ntic Refining. Special program-
ing for the telecasts will be han-

ed by N. W. Ayer & Son which
mdles the Atlantic Refining pro-

i tn, thus assuring synchroniza-

om of commercials and special an-

>iincements with periods during
hich there is no play.

Both Philco and Ayer will experi-

ent with program technique. This

ill include dramatizations of At-

n tic's advertising message be-

'een halves, and before and after

e game, and tele shots of pre-

red Atlantic displays in lieu of

raight commercials in between
ays in the quarter periods.

Plans call for transmission of the

le sound and images by coaxial

fble to a relay transmitter W3XP
Convention Hall's roof and re-

ared from there by ultra short-wave
, the Philco experimental station,

•ansmission will be on 525 in-

;ad of 441 lines, with 10 kilowatt

wer increase.

hilly Allied Members
d Attend N. J. Parley

I Philadelphia—Allied's Eastern Pa.
it met here yesterday but program
is restricted to routine discussion,

th emphasis on the representation

|
the New Jersey Allied convention
xt week.
It was indicated that the local unit

|

]»uld be well represented.

I "cnecitta to Reopen
Cinecitta Theater, first-run Italian

use in New York, will reopen
norrow after having been shut-
ed for the summer. First attrac-

jn will be "An Adventure of Sal-

tor Rosa."

THE FILM
DAILY to

Greta Garbo

C. Gardner Sullivan

Clarence Gribbon

Diana Lewis

T T T
• • • LI'L Old New York, il seems, is sfill the absolute tops

among U. S. locales in the matter of supplying the best ammunition

and fire-power wherewith to shoot stars as well as players

more firmly into the firmament of fame Take for example the

case of young Betty Brswer whose initial pic Pararhount's

"Rangers of Fortune" moves into Broadway's Paramount Theater

today

T
• • • THE said Miss Brewer is of such tender youth

that if the current military draft were applicable to the

fair sex it would be eight full years before she became
eligible as a doughgirl or yeomanette in the service of

her Uncle Sam —all of which means that she's now 13-years-

old Now just recently young Miss Brewer was as ob-

scure in filmland as a petty cash voucher in a Para-

mount annual financial statement But today it's another

story for Miss Brewer is not only a definite impression on the

Coast's cinematic consciousness but on that of the public

although American film fans generally speaking have

yet to see her on the screen How come, It's this-a-way.

T T
• • • ONLY a short spell ago La Brewer planed into N. Y.

from Hollywood and quite accidentally on purpose Para-

m:unt's h.o. publicity department saw to it that the nooze hawks here-

cbouts were not unmindful of her arrival She was met at La

Guardia Field by representatives of City News and Standard Nsws
and was grabbed for a spot on radio's "We the People" program

whereon, 'mong other things, she sang the first solo of her career

debut-ing as a national radio soloist In support of her spectacu-

lar spotlighting Paramount's Tom Waller whose special as-

signment happened to be the Brewer "We the People" engagement

l'.ned-up Acme, International News Photos, AP's feature department, INS,

UP, NANA, United Features, etc with the result that La Brewer

crashed headlong into headlines all over the land

T T
• • • WE mention the Brewer blitzkrieg as an example to

demonstrate how potent are the forces which occupy New
York by means of which the entire nation can be flagged in

the interests of player personalities Having been around a

good deal in our land's devious diggin's 'tis an impres-

sive fact that noozepaper gents and their readers have a likin'

for New York by-lines and stories which spring from our

garden of skyscrapers Besides, with a degree of modest

dogmatism it can be asserted that in New York the

major power of news services and syndicates is centered It's

not belittlin' to add that many star scribes are, too Further,

a New York date-line on a story rightly or wrongly

does not arouse the news desk skepticism that results from

some others And finally, there's the added factor that the

itellar crush and rush hereabouts is not so great

T
• • • REPUBLIC'S execs, and the press gathered in the Hotel

Warwick yesterday to fete Roy Rogers via social amenities and

cock. ails The singing cowboy star is gonna be further feted

today o'er at the World's Fair which is celebrating "Roy

Rogsrs Day" Roy'll broadcast, sing at a band concert, and gen-

erally uphold his renown as an ace performer

« « « » » »*

Delay Action

On Cuban Decree

(Continued from Page 1)

Secretary of Commerce may have
some effect on the situation.

Meanwhile, it was learned from
Havana that the Exhibitors Associa-
tion of Cuba was seeking a suspen-
sion of the anti-block-booking de-
cree until a new formula which would
guarantee the future film contracts
had been worked. It was said that
a letter had been sent to the Cuban
president, asking for the suspension
on the grounds that the decree inter-

fered with the operation of the busi-

ness and that it "damaged the pleas-
ant relations that must exist" be-
tween the exhibitors and the dis-

tributors.

Pratchett said that the new season
selling was scheduled to get under
way in Cuba in about six weeks and
that it was necessary the situation
be clarified before product sales be-
gin.

"Comedy" Held for Third

Warners' "No Time for Comedy"
stays a third at the New York
Strand. Larry Clinton's ork also
holds.

WEDDING BELLS

Phyllis Fraser, cousin of Ginger
Rogers, married Bennett Cerf yes-
terday. Wedding luncheon at the
Ritz Towers followed. The bride
was given away by her aunt, Mrs.
Lela Rogers. Gustav Cerf, the
groom's father, was best man, with
Harold Ross and Anne Shirley as
attendants. Miss Shirley planed to

New York for the ceremony.

Georgette McKee, who makes her
film debut in "The Ramparts We
Watch," will be married Oct. 6 to a
Chicago attorney.

Chicago—Joe Kaufman, of the B
& K theaters booking staff, will be
guest of honor at a farewell bache-
lor dinner in the Florentine room of
the Congress Hotel Friday. Kauf-
man on Oct 3, weds Marge Helen
Kosman of Warner Bros. Pictures'
secretarial staff here.

London (By Cable)—David Niven,
now captain of a rifle brigade, will

soon be married to Primula Rollo, it

was announced.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Binnie Barnes, Brit-

ish film player, and Mitchell Frano-
vich, radio sports announcer, will be
married in October.

Syracuse, N. Y.—Will Tubbert and
Mrs. Mary Woods Burns, daughter
of Attorney and Mrs. Frank Burns,
were married at the St. John Evang-
elist Church yesterday. They are
taking a trip to New York City and
vicinity. The bride was head of a
department of Central New York
Power Corp.

N
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:< :< REVIEWS OF TH6 Mill FILMS :< iV
"Public Deb No. 1"

with Brenda Joyce, George Murphy,

Charles Ruggles

20rh-Fox 105 Mins.

LIGHT COMEDY HAS A LOT OF
LAUGHS AND A GOOD CAST TO PUT
THEM OVER.

Audiences generally should be well en-

tertained by this film. It is light, gay and

full of funny situations, which a capable

cast does nicely by. Exhibitors have some
"name" value for marquees in Murphy.

Joyce, Ruggles, Mischa Auer and Maxie

Rosenbloom, and the picture also has a

number of other exploitable angles.

George Murphy, Brenda Joyce, Ralph

Bellamy, Mischa Auer, Maxie Rosenbloom,

Charlie Ruggles and Elsa Maxwell all do nice

jobs in the top roles, with' Miss Joyce im-

proving as an actress from picture to pic-

ture. Berton Churchill, Franklin Pangborn

and Luis Alberni help the picture's comedy
along with funny bits. Gene Markey gets

credit as associate producer and a neat job

of direction is credited to Gregory Ratoff.

Picture takes some well worded jabs at

Communism and does a little flag waving,

both of which will get a response from

audiences. The story itself is pretty silly,

but the players, amusing dialogue and funny

situations create enough laughs to amuse

any audience.

Miss Joyce, richest girl in America, turns

Communist. She meets Murphy, gets

spanked by him in a restaurant and then in

order to save her soup fortune for the Com-
mies she dismisses charges against him and

hires him to create public good-will. From

there on everything is pretty dizzy, even

to Franklin Pangborn sampling his own
mickey finn to see if it works. Naturally,

Murphy gets the girl, she wakes up and

Communism is heartily disavowed.

CAST: George Murphy, Brenda Joyce,

Elsa Maxwell, Mischa Auer, Charlie Rug-

gles, Ralph Bellamy, Maxie Rosenbloom,

Berton Churchill, Franklin Pangborn, Hobart

Cavanaugh, Lloyd Corrigan, Ivan Lebedeff,

Charles Judels, Elisha Cook, Jr., Selmer

Jackson, Luis Alberni, Hal K. Dawson,

Charles Wilson.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Gene
Markey; Director, Gregory Ratoff; Screen-

play, Karl Tunberg and Darrell Ware; Story,

Karl Tunberg and Don Ettlinger; Camera-

man, Ernest Palmer; Editor, Robert Simp-

son.

DIRECTION, Good. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Will Roadshow "Thief"

In Minimum of Six Spots

"The Thief of Bagdad" will be
shown on a roadshow basis in at

least six American cities, United Ar-
tists announces. Policy calls for

S2.20 top with two shows a day.

World premiere of the Alexander
Korda production will be held in New
York before the end of September.

Richard Halliday Leaves Para.
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Richard Halliday,

Paramount studio story editor, has
resigned to accept a similar position

with another major studio.

"Money And The
Woman"

with Brenda Marshall, Jeffrey Lynn,

John Litel

Warners 67 Mins.

FIRST-RATE MYSTERY THRILLER HAS
PLENTY OF SUSPENSE AND ACTION.

Audiences are due for a surprise package
in "Money and the Woman." It tells a

"different" story, and it has a goodly amount
of mystery, plenty of suspense and an ex-

tremely able and personable cast. The
story itseif is not implausible and the mys-
tery and suspense are expertly maintained

to a neat climax. Exhibitors have a good

piece of merchandise in the film, and will

help themselves by ballyhooing it. Jeffrey

Lynn and Brenda Marshall also offer some
marquee power.

Lynn and Miss Marshall are effective in

the lead roles. Roger Pryor, John Litel, Lee

Patrick, Henry O'Neill, "Big Boy" Williams,

Henry Koiker and other able players give

more than adequate support to the princi-

pals. Direction was handled by William K.

Howard, with the finished job a neat com-
pliment to his ability. Robert Presnell gets

credit for the ably turned out screenplay

which was based on a story by James M.
Cain.

Lynn, a young bank executive, is sent to

one of the smaller branches to investigate

the actions of an employe, Roger Pryor.

Pryor gets sick and his wife, Miss Marshall,

takes over his job. She discovers that a

plan has been worked out to loot the

bank. No longer in love with Pryor, she

joins forces with Lynn and they run down
the whole plan for the robbery of the

bank and find out who is behind it. Pic-

ture has a corking climax that uncovers

the truth of the matter and brings about

the criminal's downfall.

CAST: Jeffrey Lynn, Brenda Marshall,

Roger Pryor, Henry O'Neill, Henry Koiker,

Guinn "Big Boy" Williams, John Litel, Lee

Patrick, W.lliam Gould, Ed Keane, William

Marshall, Peter Ashley, Mildred Coles,

Sandra Stephenson, Willie Best.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, William

Jacobs; Director, William K. Howard;
Screenplay, Robert Presnell; Story, James
M. Cain; Cameraman, L. W. O'Connell;

Editor, Frank Magee.

DIRECTION, Expert. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Revising Sennett Script

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Ethel Hill is revising

20th-Fox's Mack Sennett script,

"Left at the Altar, or Love in a Pull-
man Car," to eliminate the Keystone
Cops and film history. Film will deal
with present day Hollywood and will

get a new title, "I Knew Her When."
"European Plan" has been tentative-
ly retitled "Dangerous Lady."

Stack Opposite Deanna Durbin
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Universal has selected

Robert Stack to appear opposite
Deanna Durbin in her next picture,
"Nice Girl." William Seiter will di-

rect. "U" has assigned A. Edward
Sutherland to direct "Invisible Wo-
man."

"Margie"
with Tom Brown, Nan Grey, Mischa Auer

Universal 59 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

LIGHTWEIGHT PROGRAMMER RE-

DEEMED BY MISCHA AUER AND JOY
HODGES; TOM BROWN IS MISCAST.

A lightweight offering is this program-

mer which strives for comedy and a smat-

tering of song. Its only redeeming fea-

tures are Mischa Auer's efforts to get

some laughs, and Joy Hodges singing the

title song. The comedy situations for the

most part are forced, and the plot is a

nighty synthetic one.

Tom Brown is not a happy choice for

the song wnter, especially one who has to

sing. The players and direction make the

most of what material was at hand which

,n the main must be termed weak. The
photography is praise-worthy.

The story concerns a young song writer,

Tom Brown and his wife, Nan Grey, a radio

script author. Neither are successful until

Nan accidently meets Mischa Auer. Mischa

represents foreign banana interests which

want to sell more bananas in the United

States, and Nan convinces him her radio

,dea will do the trick.

In the meantime, Tom is not doing so

well with his songs and there is a breakup.

Joy Hodges, a songstress, likes one of

Tom's numbers, "Margie." She puts it over

with publishers and its success reconciles

iiie couple.

CAST: Tom Brown, Nan Grey, Mischa

Auer, Edgar Kennedy, Allen Jenkins, Eddie

Quillan, Wally Vernon, Joy Hodges, Richard

Lane, Emmett Vogan, Pauline Haddon, David

Oliver, Frank Faylen, John Sheehan, Effie

Parnell, Horace MacMahon, Ralph Peters,

Aileen Carlyle, Edward McWade, Gene
Collins.

CREDITS: Associate Producer, Joseph G.

Sanford; Directors, Otis Garrett and Paul

Gerard Smith; Authors, Erna Lazarus and

W. Scott Darling; Screenplay, Erna Lazarus,

W. Scott Darling and Paul Gerard Smith;

Cameraman, Stanley Cortez, ASC; Art

Director, Jack Otterson; Associate, Harold

MacArthur; Musical Director, H. J. Salter;

Editor, Ted Kent.

DIRECTION, Fair. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Praiseworthy.

RKO Casts Cary Grant
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—RKO has cast Cary

Grant for the male lead in "Before
the Fact," with Alfred Hitchcock di-

recting. Grant will not appear in
the film previously set for him,
"Passport to Life," unless RKO
makes a new pact with him. The
studio cast Richard Carlson in "Three
Girls and a Gob," and Nigel Bruce
for "Debutante, Inc." RKO has
bought screen rights to "Obliging
Young Lady" by Arthur T. Horman.

On the Warner Lot
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — George Reeves re-

places William Lundigan in Warners'
"Always a Bride," opposite Rose-
mary Lane. "Calling All Husbands,"
remake of "Broken Dishes," has
been retitled "Father is a Prince."

* SHORTS *

Ts !

"Hobby Lobby"
(A Cinescope Release)

Columbia 11 1/2 mins
Solid Patron Fare

This initial short of a new series,

created by Dave Elman from his
popular radio feature, is generously
endowed with originality and human
interest in its own right, and, further,
indicates that the shorts of which it

is the trail-blazer will enjoy warm
exhibitor and public support. It is

skillfully produced and directed by
Arthur Leonard from Burnet Her-
shey's script, while Don Malkames'
photography is expert. Highlight of

|

the reel is its presentation of Eleanor
Roosevelt who appears in a climax
sequence and tells of the hobbyists
within her own family,—the most re-
nowned hobbyist being President
Roosevelt with his fancy for collect-
ing ship models. Preliminary shots
are of everyday people such as Er-
nestina Minciotti whose hobby is

training kids to sing grand opera;
Curtis White, who magnifies sound;
Glen Camp, who has taught one of
his dogs to play the piano, and taught
another to play the drums; and a
widow newspaper vendor, Mrs. Har-
ris, who aspires to create master-
pieces in clay.

Subject is packed with appeal for
all audiences. With the wealth of
material at Elman's disposal, subse-
quent reels should also be of this
same power and solidity.

"Information Please No. 11"

RKO-Pathe 11 mins.
Interesting And Amusing

Anna Neagle, the British actress,
augments the panel of experts in the
release. The "regulars," John Kier-
an, Franklin P. Adams and Oscar
Levant, give a good account of
themselves, and Miss Neagle comes i

through with answers to a couple
of tough questions. Miss Neagle's
remarks on pronunciation of some
American names after she has pro-
nounced some peculiar English ones
will get laughs from audiences. A
hilarious diaper-pinning sequence
winds the reel up. Frank Donovan
produced.

"Quail Quest"
RKO-Pathe 9 mins.

Good Sport Reel
Filmed on a magnificent hunting

1

preserve in the Carolinas, this short
will interest every person who has
ever hunted or had the inclination to.

Quail shooting is at its best as seen
in this picture, with unlimited space
in which to hunt, highly trained dogs
to search out the birds, and plenty
of quail for the bag if the hunters
are accurate enough. Some fine

photography, with a judicious use of
slow motion enhances the reel con-
siderably. The narration is also
good. Frank Donovan gets credit as
the producer.
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3 Indies on Canada's

^ Clearance Board

{Continued from Page 1)

Vancouver and Regina. A third in-

die member will represent Ontario.

The National Clearance Board
to be made up of six members;
ree representing- the circuits and

three representing the independents.
Distributors will not be represented
on either the central or regional

boards. National board is to draw
up general clearance rules which
are expected to embody reforms out-

lined by the Anti-Protection League.
Both N. L. Nathanson, prexy of

Famous Players Canadian, who ent-

?ied into the negotiations at a late

iate, and the ITA board of direc-

tors have okayed the new setup.

Nathanson rejected an original pro-

posal for a national board of eight,

to be composed of four indies, with
circuits and distribs. represented by
:\vo members each.

Stewart Will Make P.A.

At "Aid the Allies" Meet

Cleveland—James Stewart has no-

u ified the local committee of the

:: Tommittee to Defend America by
: Aiding the Allies, that he will fly

.:: ; o Cleveland on Monday, at his own

. ; .'.xpense, to make a P.A. on the pro-

..: rram sponsored by the committee,
:-c be held in the Music Hall of the

^ublic Auditorium. The program
: vill consist of the showing of "The
.Iortal Storm," "The Flag Speaks"

a movie of Kate Smith singing
1 - God Bless America." Admission will

•e free.

The program is the outcome of a
ecent speech by Dr. Dilworth Lup-
on of First Unitarian Church in

/hich he praised "The Mortal Storm"
s a movie and suggested that every-
ne should be given a chance to see
: whether or not he could pay.

JI3!

\ep. Closes with Great States

Republic has closed a deal with the
-'ublix Great States Circuit of Illi-

ois and Indiana for its 1940-41 prod-
ct. J. R. Grainger, president of
lepublic; Irving Mandel, Illinois and
ndiana franchise holder, and Harry
orch, Chicago branch manager, rep-
esented Republic in this deal. J.

. Rubens, Henry Stickelmeier and
ohn JJromey represented Publix
reat States.

-urn

Cleveland Unit Meets Friday

Cleveland—The Cleveland Motion
icture Exhibitors Association will
Did its first Fall meeting Friday.

i

::tf

Salesman's Paradise
Lincoln, Neb.—This is a film sales-

man's paradise.

Town only has about 90,000 popula-
tion, but every one of the 9 theaters,
8 downtown and 1 suburban, is running.
Together they consume 24 features, of

which 11 are first-run, each week.

"The Shoiv Must Go On" It Does in London
>jDespite Fact That "That Man's Here Again

Aerial blitzkrieg etiquette in British West End film theaters, as reported by United
Press:

"The night's first air alarm sounds. The lights go up, and the manager appears
on the stage to observe: 'That man's here again. We are going to continue the Show.'

"Soon the 'all clear' is dimly audible. Then a second alarm, and the manager
comes on: 'He has just sent over another batch, but the rest of this show is worth
seeing if you want to stay.'

"Nobody leaves."

Hick and Weslon

Defend Their Ads

Picture Pioneers Set

Fall Dinner on Oct. 24

(Continued from Page 1)

been selected, it was stated yester-

day by Jack Cohn, organization's

head.

In all probability, he added, the
affair will be in the form of a Circus

Night.

Ten applicants, Cohn said, have
just been elected to membership:
Jay Emanuel, exhibitor and publish-

er, Philadelphia, Pa.; Harry K.
Hecht, exhibitor, Passaic, N. J.;

Ralph D. Goldberg, exhibitor, Omaha,
Nebr.; Harry David, exhibitor, Salt

Lake City, Utah; Ira S. Cohn, dis-

tributor, Pittsburgh, Pa.; George H.
Balsdon, film buyer, New York City;

Rutgers Neilson, publicity manager,
New York City; Henry Holms, dis-

tributor, New York City; Otto Ploug
Madsen, distributor, New York City

and Harry K. Black, exhibitoi-

, Sta-

ten Island, N. Y.

Durbin's "Spring Parade"
Tags "Brigham" into Roxy

(Continued from Page 1)

one of its biggest summer week-
ends, the home office reported yes-
terday.

"Foreign Correspondent"
Getting Heavy Grosses

"Foreign Correspondent" is re-

ported to be rolling up heavy gros-

ses, following the favorable response
on the Walter Wanger picture at its

New York opening, now in its fourth
week at the Rivoli.

After a reported record breaking
first and second weeks at the Apollo
ind Strand in Atlantic City, the pic-
fure moves to the Embassy for a

third week. In Providence, "Foreign
Correspondent" moves over to the
Carlton after a big week at the State.

Picture moves into the Palace, Hart-
ford, for a week after seven days
at the Poli. Second week holdovers
and moveovers also were reported
from New Haven, San Francisco, Al-

bany, Waterbury and Troy.

Metro Exchange as WB Tenant

Chicago — The Warner Brothers
Circuit Management will spend $50,-

000 on modernizing the Warner build-

ing- at 1307 S. Wabash Ave., prepar-
ing the quarters for Metro's ex-

change, which will move in next
month, sharing the structure with
the Chicago offices of the Warner
Film and Theater management.

NTSC Panels Will Study
CBS Television in Color

(Continued from Page 1)

tional Television Systems Committee
that an intensive study of this color
tele system will be made by panels
of the NTSC.
Although introduction of the Co-

lumbia method will necessitate fur-
ther studies bv the panels now ana-
lyzing various aspects of tele prob-
lems, hope still was expressed that
standards will be established by
about Jan. 1, next.
While the Committee as such is-

sued no official reaction to the Co-
lumbia pictures, various engineers
privately expressed complimentary
views of the showing. Several FCC
officials, in addition to NTSC mem-
bers, also attended the demonstra-
tion which was held vesterday morn-
ing at CBS.
A two-hour meeting in the Hotel

Roosevelt followed a luncheon. In
addition to discussions of color tele,

several personnel shifts were also

planned, V. M. Graham of the Hy-
grade Sylvania Corp., and Commit-
tee executive, declared at the meet-
ing's close.

Two panel meetings are also

i scheduled to be held today in the

same hotel.

AGMA-AFM Scrap Hearing
Deferred Till Tomorrow

(Continued from Page 1)

formances of the instrumentalists in

films, on the air and in concert un-
less they join the AFM was post-

poned until tomorrow by New York
Supreme Court Justice Aron Steuer
yesterday. Reason for the postpone-
ment was a request by the defen-
dant to allow Samuel Seabury, new
attorney for Petrillo, sufficient time
to study the case.

Obtains Astor Franchise
Majestic Pictures, Kansas City, op-

erated by M. W. Krawitz and W. W.
Wintraub, has just signed up for the

Astor Pictures franchise in Western
Missouri and Kansas, according to

an announcement by R. M. Savini,

president of Astor Pictures Corp.

Leo Has "Mayerling" Sequel
Leo Films, Inc., announces that

the first of its Autumn releases

would be "Mayerling To Sarajevo."

Film is a sequel to "Mayerling."

"M" Rights to Malchin
Leo Malchin, French Film Ex-

change, 545 Fifth Avenue, has ac-

ouired the rights to the film "M"
starring Peter Lorre, for all Latin-
American territories.

(Continued from Page 1)

most of the afternoon, denied flatly

that he received $6,500 from Walter
Thimmig, a local theater owner, in

1937 or that he ever demanded pay-
ment of $10,000 for a satisfactory

wage scale and working agreement
with the operators' union.

He admitted that he had received
a $2,000 personal loan from Harry
C. Arthur, Jr., Fanchon & Marco ex-

ecutive, but explained that his house
had cost him $2,000 more than he had
anticipated and that he needed money
to hold off mechanics' liens. "Arthur
offered to loan me the money and I

accepted his offer," he said. He stated
he has recognized it as a debt and
intends to pay it back when he can.

Explaining the chaotic conditions

in the Local 143's affairs when he
and Nick took charge, Weston said

there were 37 different wage agree-
ments, that while the men were sup-
posed to have a 33-hour week they
actually worked 38% hours.
Weston further denied he had ever

instructed operators to damage sound
equipment or that he had at any time
or in any way interfered with inter-

state shipments of films.

Nick, who took the witness stand
at a night session, said he received
no part of the $10,000 certain mo-
tion picture theater owners are al-

leged to have paid to State Represen-
tative Edward M. "Putty Nose"
Brady in 1936. He also entered a
general denial of the other conten-
tions of the Government.
The night session was required by

Judge Collet in an effort to bring
the case to a close today. It should
reach the jury some time this after-

noon unless there is an unexpected
delay.

$400,000 Valcarce House
To Be Ready in Winter

Havana (By Air Mail)—Jose Val-
carce is building a 1,850-seat house
next door to his Radio Cine Theater.
New house will have a fully equipped
stage, Carrier air conditioning and
Western Electric sound. Building, to

be completed in December, will cost

$400,000.

"Names" for Chi. Oriental

Chicago—Stage shows lined up by
Jones, Linick & Schaefer for the
Oriental include Tommy Tucker and
crk, Uncle Walter's Dog House, ra-

dio show; Duke Ellington and band,
the Dead End Kids and Little Tough
Guys in "Double Dynamite," Phil

Spitalny and ork and Ina Ray Hut-
ton and ork.

Root Beer Giveaway
Minneapolis—A new wrinkle to entice

customers to the box-office has proven
a success at Marty Lebedoff's Brynwood
Theater. A six-bottle carton of root

beer is given to purchasers of two 15-

cent tickets.
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Ohio Exhibs. Ask 20% Ccmcellat'n in All Group
Indies Would Accept Such
Provision in Honest Clause,
Judge Goddard is Advised

(Continued from Page 1)

cause inestimable chaos in the indus-
try and multiply many-fold the dis-

advantages under which independent
theater owners are now compelled to

operate their theaters. And, in ad-
dition, will increase film rentals and
prevent the elimination of undesir-
able pictures.

"In our opinion, a clear-cut, sin-

cere and honest 20 per cent cancel-
lation clause applicable to all groups
of pictures would offer some measure
of relief to the independent theater
owners and be accepted by them as
a real step forward in the leasing
of motion pictures."
Those signing and their theater

holdings follow:

C. A. MacDonald for Arlington,
Southland, Thurmania, Cleve, West-
mont, Boulevard and Beechwold
Theaters; Al Taylor for Dixie The-
ater; Virgil A. Jackson for Uptown,
Wilmar, Olentangy, Goodale and In-

dianola Theaters; Max Stearn for
Southern Theater; J. Real Neth for
State, Clinton, Eastern, Markham,
Cameo and Lincoln Theaters; R. J.

Pullin for Linden Theater; Mrs.
Ethel Miles for Alhambra, Cham-
pion, Drexel, Empress, Garden,
Grandview, Hudson, Northern, Vic-
tor and Pythian Theaters of Colum-
bus; also Mecca and Salem Theaters
of Dayton; G. E. Rappold for Innis

and Ideal Theaters; George Pekras
for Rivoli and Ritz Theaters; H. J.

Knight for Royal and New Theaters;
Frank J. Ferguson for Avondale
Theatres; F. W. Rowlands for Hol-
lywood. Main, Columbia and Parsons
Theaters.

Robert Sher, Special Assistant At-
torney General, stated yesterday
that completion of the decree draft
is expected today, to be followed by
its submission to the home offices of

the five negotiating companies for
their final approval. Sher said that
the decree differed in no substantial
respect from the one originally

drafted which Assistant Attorney
General Thurman W. Arnold has be-

fore him, and which was published
in The Film Daily last month.

It was explained that the new
draft will be marked by more de-

tailed and legal language.

Sher asserted that he hoped to

complete the rules on arbitration

no later than Friday.

Form MP Basketball League
The formation of the Motion Pic-

ture Basketball League is well -under
way and is expected to be completed
before the official basketball season
opens. Further information regard-
ing the league may be obtained from
Sid Salitsky, manager of the Metro
quint, which held its first practice
Monday night at the Textile High
School gym.

COUNTERS "SICK" INDUSTRY TALK
Metro Sends Open Letter to 110 Film Columnists to Offset

Press Gallup Deductions

(Continued from Page 1)

ready is getting quite a response
from out-of-town film editors, is not
too serious. To those worrying about
the movies, he assures that pix for
20 years have been "just a passing
fad" and will probably continue so
indefinitely.

The Metro letter continues:

"Supposing there are 32,000,000
missing fans. The milk industry re-

ports the sale of 40,000,000 quarts
a day for drinking purposes. Fig-
uring two gulpers to a quart that
makes 80,000,000 milk drinkers. With
a population of 135,000,000 that
leaves more than 50,000,000 poten-
tial milk drinkers in the U. S. aren't
buying their Vitamin D. But the
cows are still contented. U. S. gov-
ernment reports show slightly over
30,000,000 automoblie licenses. Ap-
proximately 80,000,000 adults with-
out a car. Maybe Henry Ford needs
a Gallup? The National Baseball
Association says 10,000,000 fans at-

tend ball games. After eliminating
little tots, the lame, the halt and
the blind and the fellows out con-
ducting polls, it's still three strikes

and out for almost 100,000,000 who
never even get into a ball park.
And that's our national pastime!

Past Figures Out of Line?

"Don't get us wrong, we love
Gallup polls. Actually the recent
one is the first and only modern sur-
vey to our knowledge that has been
made in the motion picture business.
Past industry figures—like the 85,-

000,000 average weekly attendance

—

are obviously subject to adjustment
and some question. The Gallup fig-

ures were arrived at by methods
which have been proven to be emin-
ently successful and accurate. We
don't propose to argue with a guy
who refused in the last national elec-
tion to give the Republicans more
than Maine and Vermont. His fig-

ures would seem rather to indicate
that the industry's past figures may
have been out of line.

"Where did they get that much-
quoted basic figure of 85,000,000
movie fans ? Who ever said the
movies have 85,000,000 average
weekly attendance?
"The answer is an assignment for

Philo Vance, not a research job.

"Back in 1920, one of the gen-
erally quoted figures for average
weekly attendance was 125,000,000.
It took a dip in the 20's but moved
back up to 110,000,000 weekly in the
1930 U. S. Department of Com-
merce reports. By 1938 it slipped
to 85,000,000. And now Dr. Gallup's
poll would indicate another drop
to 60,000,000 in 1940. A Box-office
Blitzkrieg!

"Shrunk Itself Into Success"

"It would make a nice chart for an
economist. Here's an industry that's
practically shrunk itself into a big
success! More theaters, more pic-
tures, greater revenue—and a steady
loss of customers! At the present
rote, by 1960, we'll have no custom-
ers to worry about at all! Holly-
wood should be booming, grosses
oaring, and gosh! how the movie

editors will be worrying!"
Pointing out that current business

figures "would seem to back up this
paradox," and that the Fall season
will bring a number of big starring
pix, the Metro letter says, "So busi-
ness will doubtless continue to boom.
After all, there's nothing like a
drop in attendance to bolster up the
movie business! Look at the figures."

Metro's letter also stresses that
weekly attendance is one thing, the
number of fans in the country, an-
other, due to the varying schedule of
changes and the fact that theater at-
tendance may vary more than 300
per cent from week to week with
different attractions.

UDT Shifts Bookings
Detroit — United Detroit Circuit

has shifted booking policies at the
Rosedale and Alger, subsequent-run
houses, so that they will get fea-
tures just seven days after the key
runs. Former practice was to hold
better pictures an extra five days

—

or 12 after the key runs—so that
they could be played on the week-
end change.

"Bakers Wife" Deals Set

The Baker's Wife, Inc.. distributors
of the French film, "The Baker's
Wife," has set distribution deals with
the Herbert Rosener Co., San Fran-
cisco, for the Coast, and with Produc-
ers Releasing Corp., of New England.
for distribution in the New England
territory.

New DeForest Company
Wilmington, Del.—De Forest In-

ventions, Inc., has been granted a
corporate charter by the State De-
partment at Dover to deal in scien-
tific research. Incorporators are Lee
De Forest, Los Angeles; Jock Cor-
bett, North Hollywood, Cal.; Louis
P. Randall, New York.

Milt Jacobs Recovering

Columbus, O. — Milt Jacobs, of
M-G-M, is recuperating at Grant's
Hospital, following an operation
which removed a portion of the nerve
center from his leg to his neck.

RKO Sets Circuit Deals
Ned E. Depinet of RKO Radio an-

nounces the closing of negotiations
with the Century and Kerasotes Cir-
cuits for 1940-41.

Three Firms lo Confe

On Dramatists' Pad
(Continued from Page 1) QC

night by channels close to the <S"j

fab.
Deliberations will be aimed

long-range formulation of plans f
a new dramatists' basic agreemej
covering production and sale
plays. Existing five-year pact, u

der which film companies have r
fused to back stage plays, tern
nates in February, 1941.
Tomorrow night's meeting wf

take into special account provisio'

for the sale of motion picture rigr
to plays.

Major company observers, it is lj

ported, will be Jacob Wilk of W&
ners; Sidney Phillips, Metro; a{

John Byram, Paramount.

War Problems Met
Nathan Golden Says

(Continued from Page 1)

Commerce, told The Film Dai'
yesterday following his return frc

Hollywood and the West Coast.
Golden spent two weeks in Holl

wood during which he talked wi
representatives of the foreign c

partments in all studios and indust
executives. "There has been no c"

crease at all in quality," the moti
picture division chief reported. E
penses, however, are being cut,

said, through more economical a
efficient operations.
"The industry is making a nol'

effort to turn out production a
maintain quality of production in t

face of severe foreign losses" he c

clared. Golden reported that
studios are very active, pushing pi

duction of top-notch pictures.

Cancellation Rights
An Issue in Australia

(Continued from Page 1)

tor for Warner Bros. The aim
Parliament was to give exhibs. cai

cellation rights in order that th~

might show the most suitable pi

grams in their respective theate
Clark asserts, but while a large nui

ber of exhibs. are honoring that pri

ciple, there are many others who a;

abusing it—using the right of i

jection to eliminate the higher-price'

more successful films from their co

tracts with the purpose of buyi)

them at a later date at a redue'

rental price.

Heads of other distrib. organiz
tions corroborate Clark's allegata
that certain exhibs. make a practi
of cancelling films with this end
view. Exhibs. claim that the la

A suggestion has been advanc
that, if the parties cannot get t

gether and themselves settle tl

problem posed by this situation, th

it be submitted for arbitration to t

Films Commission or some other i

dependent authority.
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EXHIBS. MAY ASK TWO SELLING SEASONS

Pa. Censors Ban German Footage in 'Ramparts'
%,

3ossible Effect of "Baptism
Df Fire" Shots Upon
Draftees Cited as Reason

::

Pennsylvania's State Board of
'ensors yesterday slapped down on
he M of T's "The Ramparts We
\atch," ordering the deletion of the

4 Baptism of Fire" footage, Nazi-
Tade, which the M of T recently
ubstituted for a new finale over
ne heated objections of the German
Imbassy.
The Censors' decision, received by

iKO's Philly exchange shortly be-

3z
-

e noon, was the signal for indus-

try fireworks, not only in New York
(Continued on Page 8)

ii

Xick-Weston Case

ioes to the Jury

St. Louis—The jury in the case of
)hn P. Nick, former first interna-
onal vice-president of IATSE, and
lyde A. Weston, ex-business man-
ger of Local No. 143 of projection-
is' union, charged with violation
" Federal racketeering and anti-

nst acts was still out at a late

pur last night.
The case went to the jury at 2:28

m. following arguments of counsel
id a two-hour charge and instruc-

(Continued on Page 6)

amberger Will Spend
100 000 on Television

ashington Bureau vf THE FILM DAILY
Washington — A new television

ation for Manhattan was given
icial FCC approval yesterday. The
Dinmission affirmed its June 18 ten-

tive grant of a construction per-

t to Bamberger Broadcasting Ser-
e, Inc., for a new television station

(Continued on Page 8)

Cooler Weather Ends
Polio Menace in Ind.
Indianapolis—The infantile paralysis

epidemic throughout the state appears
to have suffered a knock-out blow from
the cooler weather. In practically all

cities save Lagrange the quarantine has
been lifted.

Unique Free Speech Ruling Bachs Chicago
Citg Council Edict Against Sound Truchs

Chicago—Corporation Counsel Barnet Hodes has ruled, that the City Council was
within its rights, when it banned sound trucks from local streets. The corporation

counsel held that the right to free speech did not carry right with it to make people

listen to things in which they were not interested.

New Cohn Contracts IT0A Still Seeking

Modified, Approved Lower Operator Scale

Three-year employment contracts
of Harry Cohn, Columbia Pictures
president, and Jack Cohn, executive
vice-president, were approved yes-
terday with modifications at the an-
nual meeting of the common stock-
holders. Meeting was closed to the
press.

New board of directors consisting
of Harry Cohn, Jack Cohn, A.
Schneider, Charles Schwartz, L. M.
Blancke, N. B. Spingold, and Dr. A.
H. Giannini was elected to serve for
the forthcoming year. Price, Water-

(Continued on Page 7)

Ohio ITO Will Tender
Testimonial to Smith

Columbus, O. — Testimonial ban-
quet to Prexy Martin G. Smith of

the ITO of Ohio will feature the
unit's annual convention, set for the
Deshler-Wallick hotel here Oct. 30-

31. Dinner will be held on Wednes-
day night, the 30th. John D. Kala-
fat of Cleveland is chairman of the
arrangements committee.

ITOA will continue to seek a re-

duction in the labor contracts with
the operators' union. It was indi-

cated yesterday that the present la-

bor committee will be expanded to

discuss adjustment of the present
scale with Local 306.

At a meeting yesterday, Harry
Brandt named the following nego-
tiating group: Dave Weinstock,
chairman; Stanton Lawton, Hyman
Rachmil, Laurence Bolognino, Irv-

ing Renner, Sam Rhoneheimer, Ru-
dolph Sanders, Sam Seelen, Sam

(Continued on Page 8)

Schein Seeks to Reopen
RKO Allowance Awards

Reopening of the final allowances
awarded by Federal Judge William
Bondy in the RKO reorganization
proceedings was sought yesterday
before Federal Judge Samuel Man-
delbaum by George L. Schein, at-

torney for the Independent Protec-

tive Committee of Common Stock-

holders, commonly designated as the

Schein committee. Schein, who re-

(Continued on Page 7)

Film To Explain Conscription
U.S. Suggestion Placed Before Industry

Bob Hope to Be Emcee
At Knute Rockne Dinner

Bob Hope definitely will be master

of ceremonies at National Knute

Rockne Dinner to be held in South

Bend, Ind., on Thursday night, Oct.

3, eve of the world premiere of War-
ners' "Knute Rockne-All American"

(Continued on Page 8)

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — A co-operative in-

dustry undertaking whereby the re-

cently enacted conscription law will

be explained to the public in detail

on the country's screens appears to

be in the immediate offing, it was
revealed here yesterday. Lowell
Mellett, head of the Office of Gov-
ernment Reports told The Film
Daily, the idea came as a result of

(Continued on Page 6)

Looms as Possible Alter-

native to Blocks of Five
Clause in Consent Decree

As a substitute for the blocks of

five selling provision in the consent
decree to terminate the New York
equity suit against the Big Five, ex-
hibitor interests may suggest two
selling seasons when the decree
formally comes before Federal Judge
Henry W. Goddard next month, it

was reported yesterday.
With exhibitor opposition to blocks

of five widespread, and said to be
growing in both MPTOA and Allied

camps as well as among unaffiliated

theatermen, proponents of the two
selling seasons feel they can count

(Continued on Page 8)

No 'Boom Town' Price

Squawks, Says Friedl

"Boom Town" is playing in 13

situations in the Minnesota Amuse-
ment Co. and there have been no
complaints from patrons over the

increased admission prices, John J.

Friedl, operating head of the Para-
mount subsidiary, said here yester-

day.
Friedl said that present condi-

(Continued on Page 7)

Industry Conditions
Talked at Hays Meeting

Foreign situation and general in-

dustry conditions highlighted the

discussions yesterday at the quar-

terly meeting of the MPPDA board
of directors. In addition, co-opera-

tion of the industry in the drive for
(Continued on Page 8)

Two Panels Mull
Tele Standards

Technical problems facing the move to

set up television standards were ex-

plored in detail yesterday by two panels

of the National Television Systems Com-
mittee, meeting at the Hotel Roosevelt.

Plans were also made for further studies,

prior to the filing of recommendations
with the committee.
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.

Am. Seat 7% 7% 7y4 + Vs
Col. Picts. vtc. (2'/2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd.. 8V4 8'/8 8V4 + V4
East. Kodak 133y4 13H/2 13314 + 1 'A
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 93/4 934 93/4 — l/4
Loew's, Inc 26 2S3/4 26 + V4
do pfd
Paramount 6% 6% 6% + Vs
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd.. 8% 85/g 83,4 + 1/8

Pathe Film 9% 9l/
2 9'/2 — Vi

RKO
20th Century-Fox ... 6

20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2%
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46.1023/4 1023,4 1023A
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46. 103% 103y2 1 03

y

2 + Vs
Para. B'way 3s55.... 49% 49 49 + %
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv.3'/4s47 91 '/4 90'/2 91 1/4 + 34

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 93/4 9% 9% — 'A
Trans-Lux .•

Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts 7 7 7 — Vz

9'/2

6
'

2y2 2y2 Vs

Denies "Brigham" Injunction

Denial of an application for an
injunction to restrain exhibition of

the motion picture "Brigham Young"
was rendered yesterday by Federal
Judge Samuel Mandelbaum on the
ground that the plaintiff, Eleanor
Harris, had failed to prove her right

to an injunction on the motion.

Plaintiff is suing 20th-Fox, distribu-

tors of the picture, claiming that

she received screen credit for story

research which should have been for

the story itself.

Annual Para. Golf Meet
Today at Zukor Course

More than 85 Paramount ex-
ecutives and guests are scheduled
to participate today in the com-
pany's annual golf tournament at the
Adolph Zukor course. Arrangement
committee is headed by John Mc-
Dermott and Joe Wood.

Executives of the company who
are scheduled to tee off this morn-
ing include: Adolph Zukor, Neil F.
Agnew, Oscar Morgan, Leonard Gol-
denson, W. B, Cokell, Sam Dembow,
Fred Mohrhardt, Leon Netter, Ed-
win Weisl, P. A. Raibourh, C. J.

Scollard, Arthur Israel, Jr.. M. F.
Gowthorpe, Fred Leroy, Bob Weit-
man, Harry Kalcheim, Hiller Innes,
Frank Meyer, Dr. E. Stern, E. A.
Brown, A. L. Pratchett, John Barry,
Al Deane, Harry Royster and Her-
man Lorber.
Among the guests attending the

tournament are: N. L. Goldstein and
William Althaus, Western Mass.
Theaters; Clinton Lake, Harry V.
Smith and Eugene Levy, of New-
burgh; Fred Schaefer, Netco Circuit;

Sam Pinanski, M & P Theaters; A.
O. Dillenbeck, Buchanan & Co.; W.
J. German, Jules E.Brulatour; George
T. Burgess and F. B. Foster of Erpi;
N. Oakley, Dupont; Charles Casa-
nave and Don Velde, Advertising
Accessories, Inc.; Ralph Austrian
and B. Schultz, RCA: K. Cortelyou,
General Electric; L. W. Conrow, Al-
tec; Edward Murphy, Graybar Elec-
tric; Ed Hartley, National Theater
Supply; Ed Gaylor, Morgan Litho;
A. J. Powers, Powers Reprod. Co.;

and John Confort, Confort & Co.
executives attending.

Woman Awarded Contract

To Build Laurel, Del., House

UA Execs, and Press Off
For "Westerner" Premiere

United Artists executives and a
press delegation left New York yes-
terday afternoon via TWA for Fort
Worth, Texas, to attend the pre-
miere there tonight of "The West-
erner," new Samuel Goldwyn re-

lease. Goldwyn and his wife, Mr.
and Mrs. Gary Cooper, Jon Hall
and his wife, Frances Langford and
other players are arriving today in

Texas from the Coast.
Lynn Farnol, who preceded the

New York delegation by a day,
James Mulvey, Harry Gold and Mon-
roe Greenthal are among the UA

Col. Asks Particulars

In Schine Monoply Suit

Buffalo—An order for a bill of
particulars, signed bv Federal Judge
John Knight, directing- the D of J
to furnish Columbia Pictures with
an itemized list of 34 alleged viola-

tions of the Sherman anti-trust act
has been filed here in the Federal
Court. Action is in connection with
the Government's anti-monopoly suit

against Schine Theaters, Inc.

Blaustein Succeeds Halliday
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAITY
Hollvwod — Julius C. Blaustein

succeeds Richard Halliday as head of
Paramount'* studio story depart-
ment.

Laurel, Del. — Mrs. Mabel R.

Comegys of Easton, Md., has been
awarded a contract by the Waller
Estate of this town to build the new
Waller Theater here. House is to

be of latest construction and will

seat 700. John and Drew Eberson
of New York are the architects. New
theater will be leased by the Schine

Circuit.

This is believed to be the first

time that a contract to build a the-

ater has been awarded to a com-
pany headed by a woman. Award
was in competition.

John and Drew Eberson are the

architects of Schine's new Oswego
Theater in Oswego, N. Y., a 1,720-

seater, scheduled for opening on
Dec. 20. M. Shapiro & Son Con-
struction Co. of New York are the

builders.

Plans for the remodeled Farragut
Theater in Brooklyn which will open
tomorrow were also drawn by the

Ebersons.

Five Regina Theaters
To Have NWMP Premiere

Five Regina theaters will be used
to give Para.'s NWMP a quintuple

world premiere on Oct. 21, with
Madeleine Carroll and Lynne Over-
man among those making p.a.'s, Rob-
ert Gillham announced yesterday up-
on his return from screening trips

to Ottawa and Toronto. He was ac-

companied by William Pine, asso-

ciate producer.
Arrangements were also completed

by Gillham for a Canadian radio

broadcast over the CBC, which will

be simultaneously broadcast over
one of the Coast-to-Coast U. S.

chains.

RKO's European Staff

To Hold Sales Drive

Despite the war in Europe, RKO's
European staff will conduct its an-
nual sales drive in honor of Reginald
Armour, general European manager,
with Armand Palivoda. Switzerland
manager, as captain. The campaign
will eet under way Oct. 13 and. will

end Dec. 14.

Contestants are exchanges in

Egypt, Portugal, Rumania, Spain,
Sweden and Switzerland.

"Pastor Hall" Chi. Deal
Reported Still to be Set

Chicago—Despite all the censorial
furore created by James Roosevelt's

"Pastor Hall" here, it was reported
yesterday that no deal for the local

showing had been closed. B & K
and UA were said to be still at odds
over terms.

Chi. Censor Board Continues
Chicago—The City Council has re-

fused consideration to Alderman Earl
Dickerson's resolution to take away
the censorship right from the Chica-
go censor board.

COmiM and Gome

SAMUEL GOLDWYN is expected here S

day following the premiere tonight in

Worth of Goldwyn's "The Westerner."

MRS. WILLIAM WYLER arrived here yes

day from the Coast on the TWA Stratoliner.

MRS. BINC CROSBY left for Hollywood
]

terday on the Stratoliner. *

TEDDY HART trains out tonight for the I

BETTE DAVIS arrives here tomorrow from
farm in New Hampshire.

PETER SHAYNE, president of the Chic
Operators Union, and MRS. SHAYNE, have
turned from an extended West Coast m
vacation.

VICTOR JURGENS, March of Time cameran
left for San Francisco by plane yesterday
catch the Clipper for Australia, where he
carry out assignments.

GEORGE WHITE is at the Warwick.

MRS. SELMA HENIE, mother of the 2(1

Fox star, Sonja Henie, is at the Waldorf f(

month's stay.

SAM AND BELLA SPEWACK are expei

here this week-end from the Coast.

LUCILLE BALL and MAUREEN O'HARA I

returned to Hollywood after a personal
pearance tour.

WILLIAM E. GARITY, chief engineer of

Walt Disney Studios, arrived in New York
terday accompanied by technical assistant;

confer with RCA engineers and Hal Home
the selection of a theater in New York for

world premiere of "Fantasia."

RKO to Reopen 3 Forme
Cocalis Houses in Oct.

i

RKO will add three theaters
its group of 44 now operating
and around greater New York. r>

acquisitions will be made early n
month and include the Pelh:

White Plains; the Marble Hill, 2

St. and Broadway, and the Ca;

Hill, 1320 Castle Hill Ave,
Extensive alterations have b

completed and the reopenings
be gala events, according to Ji

J. O'Connor, head of RKO theab
The three houses were acqui

from the Cocalis circuit in a rec

deal.

Wobber In Pitts. Saturday
Pittsburgh—Herman Wobber, g

eral manager of distribution

20th Century-Fox, accompanied
M. A. Levy, Prairie district m
ager and drive leader, and Ed

|

Moss, Atlantic district manaj
will hold a sales conference
drive meeting at the local excha:'

Saturday.

PEOPLE WHO PREFEf

FRIENDLY SERVICE USEJ

TostaF
Tekqvapt\
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE Bit
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NEXT BOOM
rom the "Boom Town" Company!

1940-41 is M-G-M's BOOM Year!
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Music by

ROBERT STOLZ
Lyrics by

eus KAHN

A HENRY KOSTER PRODUCTION

liliiliii i NGS • mischa AUER
Henry Stephenson * Butch & Buddy Anne Gwynne

Walter Catlett • S. Z. Sakall •Samuel S. Hinds

Allyn Joslyn • Reginald Denny • Franklin Pangborn

Original Story by Ernst Marischka

Screenplay by Bruce Manning and Felix Jackson
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he girl you knew... is now a lady

in love ... a daring, dancing, musical

lady . . . just entering the most signifi-

cant phase of her career. ?tjust ready

to exert the fullest magnitude of her

unprecedented appeal on the hearts

of the American people!

t
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Nkk-Weston Case

Goes to the Jury

{Continued from Page 1)

tions by Federal Judge John Caskie
Collet.

Judge Collet, to clarify the issue,

made it clear to the jurors that it

made no difference whether they
liked the law or not it was their duty
to follow the statutes. He read the
racketeering act and then carefully
went over each of the 12 counts in

the indictment, pointing out some
charged conspiracy while others dealt

with alleged overt acts. He instructed
that a verdict of conspiracy must of

necessity apply to each of the de-

fendants.
Judge Collet pointed out that the

only evidence connecting Nick with
the alleged $6,500 payoff by theater
owners in 1937 was circumstantial
but, he added, "That does not apply
on the counts dealing with the Co-
operative Sound Service Company."
He advised the jurors that circum-
stantial evidence is sometimes the
best evidence.

In conclusion he admonished the
jurors to take into full consideration
the fact that while labor unions are
permitted under the Federal laws to

call strikes, the right does not cover
a legitimate strike for an illegal

purpose.

Deficiency Tax Judgment
Filed Against Weston

St. Louis—The Collector of Inter-

nal Revenue has filed in the U. S.

District Court Clerk's office here a
deficiency income tax judgment of

$4,821 against Clyde A. Weston, for-

mer business agent of Local 143 Op-
erators. The judgment covers al-

leged additional income taxes, inter-

est, etc., for the years 1935, 1936
and 1937. Weston explained that

he had failed to take the necessary
appeal from the income tax judg-
ment because he was ill and also

lacked the necessary cost of the ap-
peal.

Chi. Operator Pact Waits
Chicago—Meeting of exhibs. with

the operators concerning a new con-

tract will be postponed until Jack
Kirsch, Illinois Allied prexy, returns
from Atlantic City where he goes
for the testimonial dinner to Abram
F. Myers. Henri Elman accompanies
Kirsch.

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Ernest Truex

Betty Carde

Lee Blumberg

T T
• • • AT intervals more or less regular the cry goes up that

one of the glaring weaknesses in this business is the failure

of the forces of exhibition to properly sell not only Hollywood's

product but the country's theaters to John Q. Public, his

missus, the kids, and assorted aunts, uncles and cousins Hearing

and reading that over a period of time and you might con-

clude that the showman's gentle art of selling was on the way
out if indeed it had not already passed under the "Exit" sign

But if you'll take the time to cast an appraising eye over the ex-

hibition scene you'll find that there are still theatermen who
know what it's all about

T T T
• • • FOR a specific example, let's take a gander to Brook-

lyn and check up on what has been accomplished there

in behalf of Si Fabian during the last six years by

"Doc" Joe Lee In the Fabian-operated pool are the Para-

mount, the Fox and the Strand opposed to Loew and RKO
circuit houses When Lee took over in 1934 it's no secret

that some of his best friends shook their heads and figured

that for once the odds were too great They know better

today and so does Brooklyn

• • • THAT borough has nearly 3,000.000 people as potential

patrons for its five big first-run downtown theaters But as Joe ob-

serves the major trick is to bring 'em down town Joe does,

by dint of this, that and t'other including canny use of such media

as neighborhood Jewish and Catholic papers Here again, of

course, it's a matter of knowing how and when and where

When it comes to angles Joe could give Euclid himself an eye-

opener It took him, it appears, to fully appreciate the b.o. possibili-

ties in the fact that Brooklyn's Jewish population of 916,000

exceeds that of both Manhattan and the Bronx

T T T
• • • BACK in 1934, it was the general practice of New
York dailies to give Brooklyn first-runs the once over lightly

By hammering and yelling Joe worked a transforma-

tion And of course it wasn't the Fabian houses alone which

benefited Joe incidentally is still at it only recently he

won another round and now not only can you read in the

Movie clocks of most metropolitan dailies feature listings

in the downtown first-runs but the starting times It won't be

long before the others will fall in line that at least appears

a safe hunch

T T
• • • THERE is although it's sometimes overlooked

more to successful theater operation than putting over a picture

Meaning there's the essential business of spending wisely

Those who have run up against Joe in that connection chorus that

when it comes to inducing him to spend a Fabian dollar the inducer

has to leave his right eye and if it's glass, then it's no deal

T T
• • • THERE'S a chuckle in what happened last year

when a billposting company informed Joe that, due

to the World's Fair, boards were at a premium and would he

please remit an extra dollar weekly per board Joe cancelled

and advised the company to turn the boards over to "Doake's

Dog Food" So Joe is now using no boards and counts his

saving at some $16,000 a year Yeah, there are still theater

men who know what it's all about

To Make Film to

Explain Conscription

(Continued from Page 1)

the industry's offer to assist in the
national defense program.
He explained that at the ceremony

of the signing of the selective ser-

vice bill by President Roosevelt, thej

various newsreel companies took (

large quantity of footage, including
President Roosevelt explaining the
operation of the draft. Mellett sug-
gested that this would be an oppor-
tunity for the newsreel companies to

serve the country by making an ex-

planatory film with the President's
remarks as the basic feature.

"I am hopeful that this will be
done, and I think it will be," Mellett
said. "Nothing could make the se-

lective service law clearer, and our
first job is to make the law clearly

understood by all citizens."

Mellett said he talked over idea

with George J. Schaefer, president
of RKO, and found Schaefer enthu-
siastic. The film will be strictly

an industry undertaking without any
sort of Government supervision, he
said. Of course any information
needed by the industry to make the

film complete and accurate will be
supplied. Mellett said no definite

length was decided upon and this

would be left entirely to those pro-
ducing the film, as would distribu-

tion and other details.

Less than a month remains to
complete and show the film in as

many houses as possible, as regis-

tration day is Oct. 16 and the Gov-
ernment is endeavoring to have the
law completely and fully explained
before that day.

Doug Fairbanks, Jr. in Chi.
Chicago—Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.,

was the chief speaker at last night's
meeting at the Coliseum to aid the
Allies. Other speakers were Dorothy
Thompson, Maury Maverick and Ad-
miral Standley.

WEDDING BELLS

i

: >

u
:

:

St. Louis — Marriage of Mary
Louise Barrett, daughter of David F.
Barrett, Film Daily's local staff cor-

respondent, to James J. Brassil takes
place Sept. 28 in Our Lady of Sor-
rows Church.

Pittsburgh — Rose Moidel, secre-

tary at the local Vitagraph exchange,
and Zachary Caplan, of this city, will

be married late in the month.

Pittsburgh — Engagement of Al
Lowstetter, cashier at the local Uni-
versal exchange, to Ruth Kurtz, of

this city, has just been announced.
The marriage will take place in the
early Fall.

Chicago — Will Potts, Metro's
checking supervisor here, and Ruth
Hinz, secretary to Will Bishop,
Metro publicity director, will be mar-
ried next month.



Thursday, September 19, 1940
wKToajly

7 I

New Cohn Contracts

Modified, Approved

{Continued from Page 1)

house & Company was selected as
the firm's auditors.
The Cohn contracts, it was said

in a statement after the meeting,
*-ere approved in the form originally

Aibmitted to the stockholders, but
were modified to include a provision
whereby payments under the sharing
arrangements will be made to these
officers only if cash dividends are de-

clared and paid to the common stock-
holders. In order for these officers

to receive the maximum amount
under their sharing contracts, a
cash dividend disbursement of $1
per share will have to be made to

the common stockholders, the press
release added.

Screen Actors Guild
Suspends Two Extras

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Screen Actors Guild

has suspended Jack Gordon and Mike
Morelli, extra players, found guilty
of conduct unbecoming a member of
the Guild. Gordon is suspended for
six months, after which he will be
placed on probation for one year.
Suspension means that during its

period Gordon and Morelli cannot
work in motion pictures. They were
charged with attempting to intimi-
date Central Casting employes in an
effort to obtain calls for work as ex-

International Pictorial

Action Is Dismissed

St. Louis—Receivership suit filed

here by Marshall Harris against In-

ternational Pictorial, Inc., was dis-

missed by Circuit Judge Padberg.
Cause for dismissal was not an-
nounced.

Pek Play Opens Oct. 15
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — "Forty Thousand

Smiths," a new comedy in three acts,

written and produced by Desider
Pek, will have its premiere at the

Ben Bard Playhouse here Oct. 15.

Don Brodie is directing the cast of

26. The play has a New Yoi-k lo-

cale.

Loomis House Opens Tomorrow
Elk Rapids, Mich.— New State

Theater will be opened tomorrow by
E. C. Loomis. The house has a
number of features unusual in a
small town theater, including fluores-

cent lighting, "black light" aisles,

and DuPont plastic wall fixtures.

Brenkert sound and projection has
been installed.

STORKS!

REVIEWS Of I16UJ mmS No Boom Town' Price

Squawks, Says Friedl

Joliet, 111.—Marvin Harris, man-
ager of the Rialto Theater and Mrs.
Harris have adopted a baby daughter.

"Rangers of Fortune"
with Fred MacMurray, Patricia Morison,

Albert Dekker
Paramount 80 Mins.

UNUSUALLY AMUSING AND ENTER-

TAINING MELLER, EXPERTLY MADE AND
ACTED. WILL SCORE WITH FANS.

Here is an Audience picture —and quite

a capital "A,"—even though it is outright

melodrama built on the general lines of the

familiar western. Nevertheless, its story

is so uniquely presented and its sequences

so filled with comedy that it is bound to

click with moviegoers in all situations.

Sam Wood has directed the production

with an eye to the times, for entertainment

rather than exposition of weighty problems

appears to be the patron order of the day.

Mystery, gunplay, fisticuffs and laughs

galore are interwoven to recount the ad-

ventures of Fred MacMurray, Albert Dek-

ker and Gilbert Roland from the time they

escape death at the hands of a Mexican
Army firing squad until they leave a South-

western U. S. town whose inhabitants they

have delivered from lawlessness, and the

machinations specifically of Joseph Schild-

kraut, the villain of the piece.

In the interim, they encounter hair-raising

experiences via having befriended little

Betty Brewer who brilliantly enacts, despite

her tender 13 years the role of grandchild

of a persecuted newspaper publisher of the

Rio Grande border town. The love inter-

est is injected via the comely Patricia

Morison and MacMurray's affection for her,

although their mutual affinity doesn't ma-
terialize at the finale because her better

judgment leads her to wed Dick Foran.

The entire cast deserves plaudits, and so

do those who did the casting. Under Sam
Wood's directorial aegis, there is never a

dull moment, and, whatever incredible feats

are performed during the proceedings, on-

lookers in the theater chairs will take them
in the dynamic and never-too-serious veins

of the picture.

CAST: Fred MacMurray, Albert Dekker,

Gilbert Roland, Patricia Morison, Joseph

Schildkraut. Dick Foran, Betty Brewer,

Arthur Allen, Bernard Nedell, Brandon

Tynan, Minor Watson, Rosa Turich.

CREDITS: Producer, Dale Van Every;

Director, Sam Wood; Original Screenplay,

Frank Butler; Sound Mixer, Harold Lewis;

Film Editor, Eda Warren; Art Directors,

Hans Dreier, Robert Usher; Photographer,

Theodor Sparkuhl.

DIRECTION, Spirited. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Capable.

Schein Seeks to Reopen
RKO Allowance Awards

{Continued from Page 1)

"eived an allowance of $9,325,
branded the award as inadequate,
^nd pointed to the amount of time
spent by him and the results

•achieved. His original application
-ought $101,404.,

Joined with Schein in the new
application were Abel Gottheimer
and Bernard Bercu, accountants for
the committee, who were awarded
$2,000 on a petition for $30,000. The
petitions were referred to Judge
Bondy by the Court.

* SHORTS *

"Picture People No. 1"

RKO-Pathe 10 mins.

Interesting Hollywood Insight

First of a new series concerning
Hollywood people, this reel makes
an auspicious debut. It is interest-

ing, has a novel makeup and is not
cluttered up with the trite. Louise
Rousseau directed the short. A num-
ber of the stars are seen at a Hol-
lywood dog show in one sequence.
Another sequence is devoted to Sig-

rid Gurie and her unusual menagerie.
A display of the stars' hobbies is

shown; Dick Powell is seen presid-
ing at the opening of a new store.

The reel concludes with a visit to

a broadcasting studio, with Bob
Hope and Jerry Colonna putting on
a side-splitting act. Frank Donovan
was the producer.

"Sunk by the Census"
RKO 18 mins.

Fairly Amusing Comedy
Edgar Kennedy grimaces, growls,

snarls and gets into his usual amount
of trouble in this two-reeler. Ken-

{Continued from Page 1)

tions in his territory do not warrant
a general increase in theater admis-
sion prices, although war contracts
are beginning to show some improve-
ment in business. He added that
consistently good product must be
delivered before a general advance
in price scales can be effected, but
indications were that all producers
were making a sincere effort to im-
prove product and that exhibitors

were co-operating to help improve
the general financial picture.

Friedl said the increase for
"Boom Town" was not a company
policy, but that all pictures for which
raised scales will be asked will be
pre-judged for merit.

Boulting Pix to World
"Design for Murder," produced by

John Boulting, will be released this

Fall bv World Pictures.

nedy gets a job as a census taker
and immediately runs into what he
thinks is an opportunity to get rid

of his father-in-law. However, Ken-
nedy's well laid plans backfire, with
amusing results. Lou Brock pro-
duced and Harry D'Arcy directed.

starring • \

Kenny BAKER. Frances LANGFORD

rW HERBERT. Mary BOLAND. Ann MILLER
PATSY KELLY- PHIL SILVERS -STERLING HOLLOWAY
DONALD MacBRIDE • BARNETT PARKER

FRANKLIN PANGBORN-SIX HITS AND A MISS

Borrah MINEVITCH and his HARMONIC

RASCALS • John H Auer—Director

flfID fl BAILUAHT CAST Of SCRiff! BflD fifl 'MM I-
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Pa. Censor Ban Nazi

Footage in 'Ramparts'

{Continued from Page 1)

and Philadelphia, but, notably, in

Harrisburg and Reading where the
M of T feature had opened at 11

o'clock in two Jay Emanuel the-

aters, the Senate and Park, respec-
tively.

Action of the Pennsylvania board
presumably was based on moral
grounds, although in Philadelphia
Mrs. Edna R. Carroll, chairman, told

newspaper men that the possible
effect of the banned footage on po-
tential draftees was a factor. It

was inferred that might cause fear
of war.

Original Version Okayed
The original version of "Ram-

parts" had been okayed by the Penn-
sylvania censors in August. Accord-
ing to reports, the RKO exchange in

Philly subsequently advised the
Board on Sept. 7 that the picture

had been changed, but received the

informal word that there was no
need for the censors to again see

the picture.

The censors' action yesterday was
followed by the quick appearance at

the Harrisburg and Reading theaters

of Attorney General's deputies and
State Police. No attempt, however,
was made to seize the prints, nor
were any arrests made. Emanuel
finally directed his managers to

close at 5 p.m.
Counsel for M of T and Emanuel

conferred with principals, including

Louis De Rochemont, in Philadel-

phia last night, and a conference
is scheduled with the Censor Board
at 9:30 o'clock this morning.

Board Takes Responsibility

According to the Board, the de -

cision to ban the Nazi footage was
strictly its own, with no outside
suggestion or protest inspiring the
action. Serving with Mrs. Carroll

are John Clyde Fisher and Mrs. Lucy
Love.

Mrs. Carroll yesterday was quoted
as saying that her first intimation
that there had been serious changes
in the film came from articles in

the trade press.

Newspaper copy used by the

Emanuel houses played the Nazi
footage heavily. After the State
Police arrived at the Senate, Har-
risburg, Manager Bob Sidman quick-

ly bought spot announcements on
the local radio station to cash in.

"Ramparts" Premiere
To Draw Many Notables
Opening of "The Ramparts We

Watch" at the Music Hall tonight is

expected to be attended by promi-
ent persons in many fields. Headed
by former President Herbert Hoover
and Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia,
the list includes the following per-

sonalities:

Will H. Hays, William S. Paley,

Alfred McCosker, Nelson Rockefel-

ler, John Abbott, Melville Baker,
James J. Walker, Roy Disnev, Wal-
ter Wanger and Mrs. Wanger,

Bob Hope to Be Emcee
At Knute Rockne Dinner

{Continued from Page 1)

in at least three South Bend the-
aters.

Pat O'Brien, James Cagney, Ron-
ald Reagan, Donald Crisp, Gale Page
and other Hollywood celebrities will
attend the dinner, which will be
nationally broadcast. Kate Smith
will cover the premiere and preced-
ing ceremonies over the nation-wide
CBS hookup and will broadcast daily
from South Bend during National
Knute Rockne Week (Sept. 29 to

Oct. 5) which has just been pro-
claimed by Gov. M. Clifford Town-
send of Indiana.

Bamberger Will Spend
$100,000 on Television

(Continued from Page 1)

to use channel No. 6 (96,000-102,000
kilocycles) with 1 kilowatt aural and
visual power, A3 and A5 emission.

Confirmation was upon showing
that, in fostering television develop-
ment, Bamberger will test vertical
and horizontal antenna systems, ex-
periment with .frequency modulation
sounder carrier, and make compari-
sons of pictures using from 441 to

729 lines and 15 to 30 frames.
A minimum of $100,000 has been

made available for proposed experi-
mentation. The exact site of the
station in New York City has not
yet been determined.

Daine Sells 100 Shares
Of Trans Lux's Common
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Robert L. Daine has

disposed of 100 shares of Trans Lux
Corp. $1 par common stock and now
holds 2,700 shares, it is disclosed in

the SEC's semi-monthly report.
An October, 1939, report was filed

by Benjamin B. Kahane who reported
disposition of 231 of Columbia's com-
mon voting trust certificates, hold-
ing none after completion of the
transaction.

Henry Ginsberg of Hollywood was
reported as holding 100 shares of
Paramount's $1 par common.

Hi-Lo, New Theater Game
A new theater game, known as Hi-

Lo, has been launched by J. S. Mark-
stein of Chicago. Game has been
acquired by RKO theaters in New
York and will be distributed here by
George West, who introduced
Screeno.

George J. Schaefer, Ned E. Depinet,
Robert Rubin and Mi*s. Rubin, David
O. Sarnoff, M. H. Aylesworth, James
Roosevelt and John Hay Whitney.
Approximately 100 members of

the general and trade press at-
tended a trade screening of "Ram-
parts" in the RKO Radio projection
room yesterday. Following, those
present were guests of the March
of Time in the executive suite of the
Music Hall. Members of the cast
attended and were introduced.

Knute Rockne Week
Official in Indiana

Indianapolis—Gov. M. Clifford Town-
send has issued an official proclamation
naming the week of Sept. 29 through
Oct. 5, Knute Rockne Week, and has
dispatched letters urging similar action
nationally by all the Governors. Mrs.
Bonnie Rockne received the proclamation
at the State House here.

Week will be climaxed by the triple

world premiere of Warners' "Knute
Rockne-AII American" in South Bend
on Oct. 4.

ITOA is Still Seeking
Lower Operator Scale

(Continued from Page 1)

Weinberg and Brandt, the latter

acting in an ex-officio capacity.
Co-operation with the theater Red

Cross campaign was pledged at the
meeting, with the following named
as a committee to assist: Martin
Levine, chairman; Ray Rhoneheimer,
D. Jensen, and Ben Weinstock.
A general conference on s,ales

policies of all companies also was
held.

Irish-American Film Corp.
To Release Irish Product

H. Threlkeld-Edwards, president of
the Non-Theatrical Pictures Corp.,
and William Alexander have formed
the Irish American Film Corp. for
the distribution of 100 per cent
Irish-made subjects in the U. S. and
Canada.

First release will be Pat Stanton's
"Here Is Ireland," color travel fea-
ture.

Sues to Restrain Picketing

Peoples Cinema, Inc., owner of
the Peoples Cinema Theater, Brook-
lyn, filed application yesterday in
the New York Supreme Court for
an injunction to restrain Local 306,
projectionists union, from picketing
its theater. The theater claims that
it is entitled to arbitration under
the blanket contract made by the
union with the ITOA in 1937. The
union is suing the theater to enforce
the employment of 306 operators.

Plaque for Roy Rogers
Roy Rogers, Republic Western

star, was presented with a plaque
by the Junior Americans of the
United States at the World's Fair
yesterday. Rogers is the organi-
zation's honorary prexy.

New Amusement Column
State-Wide Features will release

a new column. "To Coin a Phrase,"
by George C. Mackinnon. New Eng-
land columnist. It's State-Wide's
first amusement column.

Exhibs. May Ask

2 Selling Seasons

(Continued from Page 1)

upon support from a sizeable co
tingent.

As now discussed, the substitu
plan contemplates selling seasons
September and May, with progra4
presumably split on a 50-50 ba;..

Along with such a setup would go r
tention of cancellation privileges,
is assumed.

Meanwhile, completion of the pr
posed consent decree draft in th'

Government's equity suit slated fc

yesterday was postponed until t<

morrow because of the absence
several company attorneys, a GoV
emment spokesman announced las

night. A meeting of the sub-con
mittee on arbitration at the office

of the American Arbitration Ass
ciation is planned for today with
view to completing the rules and b
laws regulating arbitration.

Yesterday's delay was caused b
the fact that Louis Phillips, Para
mount attorney, was detained in Ch:
cago, and Fred Pride, representin,
20th-Fox, could not attend. Govern
ment officials explained that a deci

sion by Assistant Attorney Gener;
Thurman W. Arnold will probably b
withheld until he has an opportunit
to study the final decree.

Temple Shorts Booked by CP
The four two-reel Shirley Temple

subjects now being distributed by
Astor Pictures Corp. have been
booked over the entire Comerford
Publix circuit.

Industry Conditions
Talked at Hays Meeting

(Continued from Page 1)

Red Cross funds was given consid
erable consideration.

Will H. Hays, MPPDA presidenl
also gave a report on general activi

ties, gleaned from his recent trip t

the studios.

Attending yesterday's session

were, in addition to Hays, Barne;
Balaban, Nate Blumberg, Franci
Harmon, Joseph Hazen, Major Frei

L. Herron, W. C. Michel, George J^

Schaefer, and Nicholas M. SchenckJ
The meeting was adjourned untiT

next Tuesday.

"Rangers of Fortune"
Off to Fast Para. Start

Para.'s "Rangers of Fortune'
played to approximately $8,000 ir^

its first day at the New York Para "2

mount where it opened yesterdaj
with Jan Savitt and ork, Jerry Lester*

and the Andrews Sisters on the stage
according to Manager Robert M,<

Weitman. At 5 p.m., pix had equalled

the biz done by "Rhythm on the

River."

Pierce Leaves Monogram
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILl\l

Hollywood—Bill Pierce, who has

been director of publicity for Mono-
gram for past two years, has re-

signed. Although he has had a

couple of major studio offers, he

plans to take a vacation before tak-

ing a new post. However, he will

handle public relations for three in-

dependent units in the meantime.
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EXHIB. UNITS OPPOSE "PRICE HIGGLING"

Pa. Censors Stand Pat; M of T Maps Court Fight

"Baptism of Fire" Ban to

Be Challenged; Ask Probe
Of Censors by Governor

With Pennsylvania's Board of

ensors standing by their ban on
he Nazi "Baptism of Fire" foot-

' Jige inserted in the March of Time
"eature, "The Ramparts We Watch,"
Testerday, these were the immediate
levelopments:

1. The March of Time instructed

ts counsel to carry the fight to

how the picture, uncut, in Penn-
ylvania into the courts.

2. Jay Emanuel, operator of the
(Continued on Pane 3)

Expect to Settle

Aus. Remittance Plan

tfills Gets $3,000,000

n Orders for Panorams
p«

Method of allocating money re-

eased from Australia among the
arious major companies is expected
o be ironed out at the adjourned
meeting of the MPPDA board of di-

ectors next Tuesday. This subject
•as discussed at Wednesday's ses-

ions when, it was understood, only
ne company objected to the plan.

Under present rules, only 50 per
«nt of the total amount of money

(.Continued on Page 8)

Vest Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Mills Novelty Co. an-
ounced that it has obtained over
3,000,000 worth of orders for Pan-
ram movie machines for making
jew three-minute coin operated
oundies.

J
First factory production order is

Dr 5,000 machines to be ready for
(Continued on Page 4)

Cartoonists to Vote
On Metro Strike

West Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Screen Cartoonists' Guild

executive board has rejected M-G-M's
wage proposal and has ordered a strike

vote for Wednesday night. It is under-
stood the cartoonists are asking a mini-
mum scale of 62Vi cents an hour with
a five-day 40-hour week.

ALLIED TO HEAR R0DGERS, SCULLY
Exhib. Leaders and Richey Also on Program for Atlantic City

Convention Next Week

Three industry executives, in ad-
dition to exhibitor leaders, are
scheduled to address the 21st an-
nual New Jersey Allied and Eastern
regional convention at the Presi-

dent Hotel in Atlantic City, Sept.

25-27. according to the schedule of

events.

Speakers include W. F. Rodgers,
M-G-M general sales manager; Wil-
liam A. Scully, Universal general
sales manager; H. M. Richey, direc-

tor of exhibitor relations for M-G-M;
Lee Newbury, president of New
Jersey Allied; Sidney Samuelson,
Allied of Eastern Pennsylvania;
Jack Kirsch, president of Illinois

Allied; M. A. Rosenberg, president

of Allied of Western Pennsylvania;

j

Col. H. A. Cole, national Allied

president; Pete Wood, business man-
ager of Ohio Allied, and Abram F.

Myers, Allied general counsel, for

whom a testimonial dinner is slated

for the night of Sept. 27.

Equipment dealers who have re-

served booth space include Ameri-
can Seating Co., RCA, Kroehler
Manufacturing Co., National Screen
Service, National Theater Supply
Co., Heywood-Wakefield, Dennis
Gaines, C. Cretors & Co., Sanitary
Automatic Candy Co., Penn State

(Continued on Page 4)

Goldwyn Planning No Nick, Weston Guilty

Further Gallup Poll On 11 off 12 Counts

For.t Worth—Samuel Goldwyn will

not consider another Gallup poll at
this time, the producer said here
yesterday. Goldwyn also would not

(Continued on Page 6)

Court Reserves Decision
In AMGA-AFM Dispute

St. Louis—John P. Nick, former
IATSE vice-prexy, and Clyde A. Wes-
ton, one-time business agent of Local
143, Operators, will appear for sen-

(Continued on Page 6)

New York Supreme Court Justice
Aron Steuer yesterday reserved de-

cision on a motion by AGMA to re-
(Continited on Page 4)

120 Service Eligibles

In Industry in Buffalo

Buffalo — A survey of employe
rolls here in film exchanges and cir-

cuits indicates about 120 men with-
(Continued on Page 6)

Agree on Single Arbitrator
Final Meeting on Rules to be Held Today

MPTO of St. Louis Will
Discuss Decree Effects

St. Louis—Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA
prexy, will top the list of speakers
at the annual convention of the
MPTO of St. Louis, Eastern Mis-
souri and Southern Illinois, set for
the Hotel Coronado here on Sept. 30.

The proposed consent decree in
(Continued on Page 6)

With the completion of the rules

of procedure for an industry arbi-

tration system, the committee in

charge today will place the draft in

final form so that it coincides with
the terms of the consent decree in

the Government's equity suit. The
arbitration committee will submit
its work to the general committee,
which, in turn, will pass the draft

(Continued on Page 4)

Connecticut and Western
Pennsylvania Groups See
Policy as Hurting B.O.

Distributor move to induce exhibs.
to tilt admissions for outstanding
product this season is encountering
growing lesistance from exhibitor

groups, it was learned yesterday.
Two more exhib. associations—the

AMPTO of Western Pennsylvania
and Allied Theaters of Connecticut
-—have paralleled the action of New
Jersey Allied in registering opposi-
tion to so-called "price juggling."

Additionally, it was reported yes-

terday that the subject is due to be
considered by other units at early

(Continued on Page 6)

"Boom Town" to Solo

In Loew Mel. Houses

"Boom Town" will be single-fea-

tured at advanced admission prices

in all Loew houses in Metropolitan
(Continued on Page 4)

Allied "Strike" Thus Far
Without Effect in la.. Neb.

Des Moines, la.—Distributors re-

port no reaction so far to the Al-
lied Theater Owners of Iowa-Ne-

(Continued on Page 6)

"Westerner" Hailed
As Solid Box Office
Fort Worth, Tex.—Framed on part

of the life story of the storied "Judge"
Roy Bean, self-pronounced "law-West-
of-the-Pecos" in Texas, Samuel Gold-
wyn's "The Westerner," given a triple

world premiere here last night, recreates
a fabulous era in this country's history

with marked authenticity, stirring drama
and fine detail. It should strongly ap-
peal to audiences generally. Exhibitors
have a sure-fire box office personality

in Gary Cooper, and plenty of marquee
strength in Walter Brennan and Fred
Stone. Producer Goldwyn has given the
film a superb mounting. Director Wil-
liam Wyler has created the characteriza-
tions with a shrewd eye to detail. (For
full review, turn to Page 5. For report
cf premiere, see Along the Rialto, Page
3).

—MORRIS.
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FINANCIAL
(Thursday, Sept. 19)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 7Vi 7'/2 7'/2 — 14
Col. Picts. vtc. <2'/2 %> 5 5 5
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind % % %
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 1 33 1/2 133 133 — Va,

do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq WA 9% 9%
Loew's, Inc

do pfd
Paramount 7 65/8 6 7/8 + V*
Paramount 1st pfd. 84 835/8 84 + 2Vi
Paramount 2nd pfd. 9 83/4 9 + }A
Pathe Film 10% 9% 10'/4 + %
RKO 25/8 25/8 25/8
20th Century-Fox . . . 6V8 6 6Vs + Vs
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2% 2i/2 2% + Vs
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46 103 102y4 103 + V4
Loew's deb. 3V2s46
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3V4s47 91 1/4 91 '/4 91 1/4

Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc. . 3% 3% 3% + Vs
Universal Picts :..

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45. 66 68
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 6014 63

Snody Named to Board
Of Audio Productions

Robert R. Snody, formerly gen-
eral manager of Audio Productions,
Inc., motion picture producers, was
elected vice-president of Audio at
the company's board meeting yes-
terday.

Notables Will Attend
"Pastor Hall" Opening

With tonight's opening of "Pastor
Hall" at the Globe Theater SRO,
additions to the distinguished list of
first-nighters who will be there con-
tinued to pour in yesterday. James
Roosevelt is distributing the film.

Among those who will be present
will be:
Edward G. Robinson, Mrs. Frank-

lin Delano Roosevelt, Tilly Losch,
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Small.
Also Ralph Bellamy, Eddie Cantor,

Ilka Chase, Col. William J. Dono-
van, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Bayard
Swope, Catherine Brush, Mr. and
Mrs. William S. Paley, Mrs. George
S. Kaufman.

Also Postmaster-General Frank C.
Walker, Jules Brulatour, Franklin
D. Roosevelt, Jr., Ralph Ingersoll,

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Abbott, Roy
E. Larsen, Robert Lehman, Henry R.
Luce, Basil D. O'Connor, Arthur L.

Driscoll, Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Ayles-
worth.

Also H. V. Kaltenborn, Dorothy
Thompson. Commissioner Paul Moss,
Gabriel Heatter, Lowell Thomas,
Wythe Williams.

Nathan Straus Heads
1940 "Night of Stars"

Nathan Straus, Administrator of
the U. S. Housing Authority, will

head the Seventh annual "Night of

Stars," for refugee aid and Pales-
tine settlement, which will be held
at Madison Square Garden on Nov.
27. Proceeds of this year's show
will go to the United Jewish Appeal
to further the war relief, rescue and
settlement work of the Joint Distri-

bution Committee, the United Pales-
tine Appeal and the National Ref-
ugee Service.

To inaugurate the activities for

"Night of Stars," Straus has called

more than 500 community leaders to

a luncheon at the Hotel Astor on
Monday. Marvin Schenck, who with
Louis K. Sidney will serve as chair-

man of the producing committee,
will outline the program for this

year's "Night of Stars." Eddie Can-
tor, Mrs. Roger W. Straus and Sam-
uel Blitz, executive director, will

speak.

B & K Tele Station May
Be in State-Lake Bldg.

Lieut. William Eddy, in charge of

B & K television department in Chi-
cago, is due in New York today
from Washington where he confer-
red with FCC officials regarding a

tele station construction permit.
It is reported that B & K is con-

sidering a site on the top floor of

the State-Lake Bldg. in Chicago for

the station, instead of a previously
considered location on the West Side.

Plans are shaping up rapidly for
early start on the project.

Dick Anderson Recovers

Dick Anderson of RKO Radio's
home office is back at his desk after
an illness of several months.

Para. Golf Tournament
Draws Company Execs.

The Paramount annual golf tour-

nament at Adolph Zukor's golf

course yesterday called forth a large

contingent of the company's executive

staff and their friends in addition to

the employes and their families. Af-
fair was reported last night as one

of the most successful yet held by
the organization.
Winner of the first low gross was

Ray Keenan, with James B. McGov-
ern second and Oscar Morgan third.

Winners of guest prizes were:

First, Ed Hartley; Second, Ed Gay-
lor; Third, Charles Casanave;
Fourth, Don Velde.
Among the other 28 winners were

E. A. Brown, L. Goldstein, Leon
Netter, Murray Luth, Ben Griefer,

Walter Gross, Roger Clement, Ed
Sullivan, Harry Kalchein, Dick Ben-
nett, Dave Cassidy, Ed Fay, Adolph
Zukor, Clinton Lake, Arthur Israel,

Jr., Al Deane, Bob Weiman, Lou Bur-
Ion, Herb Berg, Jim Speer, Fred
Mohrhardt, Ben Fincke. John Mc-
Dermott, Eugent Levy, Hiller Innes,

Harry V. Smith, Dr. E. Stern and
Bill Althaus.

Willkie Addresses Film

Folk at H'wood Bowl

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Los Angeles—Following his ad-

dress at the Coliseum Wendell L.

Willkie, Republic candidate for pres-

ident, rushed to the Hollywood Bowl
where he gave an impromptu talk to

an audience of film industry members
ranging from laborers to stars.

His talk was given under the
puspicies of "We the People Commit-
tee for Wendell L. Willkie." George
Murphy was master of ceremonies
and Robert Montgomery introduced
Willkie.

Conscription May Take
500 Chi. Film Employes

Chicago—Chicago theater owners
are checking employes' lists to see
how many will go on National Guard
and conscription call. Latest esti-

mates are that 500 employes will be
affected.

"Pastor Hall" Ooens Today
At the Apollo, Chicago

Chicago—B & K has closed with
UA for "Pastor Hall." It will open
today at the Apollo Theater for an
extended run.

Film Editors Meet Tuesday
The Motion Picture Film Editors'

Guild will meet Tuesday, at 7:30
p.m. in the Golden Room of the Cap-
itol Hotel. The campaign to enlist
members throughout the country
with the exception of the State of
California will come up for discus-
sion.

Reopening in Grinnell

Grinnell, la.—Central States will
re-open its Strand Theater today.

COminG and G0IIK

SI SEADLER flew to the Coast last nighi
TWA Stratoliner. He returns to the r- .

home office in a week.

BOB TAPLINCER arrives here Monday
Hollywood for confabs at the Warner t

office.

HAL ROACH is due here from the Co*
about two weeks.

JOHN WEXLEY, Warner writer, is here
a vacation.

VAN HEFLIN has arrived here from the Cj
after completing a role in "Santa Fe T ,

|

for Warners.

LOU BROCK, RKO producer, is here cor
ring on plans for "They Met In Argenti
which is his next RKO assignment.

WILLIAM J. TUBBERT, of Watertown, Sc
division manager, and MRS. TUBBERT an
the Lincoln.

SOL SACHS, branch manager for RKO R
at Dallas, is in New York conferring with hj

office and circuit executives.

ESTHER RALSTON arrived on the Coast
terday to appear in an important role in

Century-Fox's "Tin Pan Alley."

BEN W. ROSCOE, JR., of Republic, is s (

ping at the Warwick.

LEO SCHAPIRO, operator of the Guil I

Theater, Guilford, Conn., has returned t i

after a short stay in New York.

ELEANOR POWELL sailed yesterday from C 1

fornia on the Washington for New York.

ANDY W. SMITH, JR., sales manager of P

returns to the home office Monday from Toro

ROBERT MOCHRIE, Eastern division man J

for RKO, returns to the home office tc i

from a visit to Boston.

M & P Lowell Theater Wi
Fight Auditorium's Show

Lowell, Mass.—M & P's Mei
mack Square will battle the Sunc
vaudeville-"name" band shows at
Memorial Auditorium with "nan
bands in addition to features at Si

day matinee and evening shows,
cording to Arthur J. Keenan, hoi

manager.
Exhibs. have been squawki

against the Auditorium Sund
shows since last Spring, claimi!

that the out-of-town sponsors n

not have any tax burden. Ma>
George T. Ashe revoked the sh
license at one time but later i

versed his stand. Shows have drai

as high as 7,000 patrons at the tJ

performances each Sunday.

From
THE FILM
DAILY to

SEPTEMBER 2
j

John W. Hicks,
Norman Z. Met

Marian Nixon
Florence Ryersi

Elliott Nugent
X. F. Sutton

SEPTEMBER 21

H. M. Richey Cus W. Lamp<
Paul Muni

Victor Seastrom
Isaac Weinberi
Frank Strayer

SEPTEMBER 21

Eric von Stroheim Carlyle R. Robin:
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jj/a. Censors Face

^"Ramparts" Fight

{Continued from Page 1)

j,
|

fading and Harrisburg houses
here the scheduled "Ramparts"

cement was summarily termi-

ll
fd, appealed to Governor James
an investigation of the Censor

- iard, headed by Mrs. Edna R. Car-
11. president of the Women's Re-

..iblican Clubs of Pennsylvania.

Neither the Senate, Harrisburg,
: the Park, Reading, opened yes-

ay, pending the censors' decis-

l on the request for a reversal of

'ian. Both houses will reopen

y with substitute shows.

C onference of the three censors
Louis De Rochemont, producer

The March of Time, Jay Emanuel
attorneys in Philadelphia yes-

lay spanned two and a half hours,

le picture was again screened for

Board at that time; the an-
uncement that the Board saw no
on for changing its collective

came late in the afternoon,

d was the immediate signal for a
ahead" to the M of T legal

rces.

£ JEmanuel in his request for a probe
„,rmed the censors' action "high
a t ttnded and unreasonable" and said

"suggests the possibility of sub-

versive elements and Fifth Column
"f tivities in Pennsylvania."
^Action of the Pennsylvania Board
T :racted nation-wide attention.

| iladelphia papers leaped to the
>ry, as did Pennsylvania papers
nerally. New York dailies yes-

i
-day gave it prominence, and all

re services carried it.

. Picture opened at the Radio City
:>. usic Hall here yesterday to good

siness. The "official" metropoli-
.1 premiere last night drew a host
notables who later were guests
Roy E. Larsen, president of

ne, Inc., at an informal reception

'!i i the Music Hall studio.

ii

1.1

irrisburg, Reading Fans
1

*?sent "Ramparts" Ban
3arrisburg, Pa.—Tremendous pub-
indignation is reported here and

1 Reading at action of the Penn-
vania censors in banning "The
mparts We Watch." The State
eater here and the Park in Read-
will reopen this morning with

v films. Both had been closed a

W and a half because of the "Ram-
Is" ban.

I vo Para. Productions
•r Broadway's Rivoli

wo of Paramount's important
1 productions will make their de-
s at the Rivoli Theater, Broad-
y, under a deal concluded yester-
' between Neil Agnew, general

|
fes manager, and John Wright,™
'oli manager. The two pictures
"Christmas in July" and "Vic-

y." Openings are scheduled for
! Fall.

5

1

Ll

—FORT WORTH. TEX.

• • • IT was worth any price to have seen Fort Worth yesterday

gripped in the glamour oi a brilliant program of events

whose climax was the trio of evening world premiere showings of Sam-

uel Goldwyn's latest feature "The Westerner" It was a com-

munity with but a single thought namely the paying of homage
to a film whose theme and action symbolized the spirit and tradi-

tions of this section of the land Business houses locked up and

schools closed in order that full concentration would be upon

the giant civic celebration and gigantic it was from morn until

after midnight

T T

• • • FORT Worth's thoroughfares flashed flags and bunting

everywhere to present a solid front for the occasion

And these decorations waved above sidewalks solidly packed

with humanity gathered to give tribute to the film and
cheer the Hollywood celebrities in the big street parade in

which rode Gary Cooper, star of "The Westerner" Samuel
Goldwyn, its producer Mrs. Goldwyn, Bob Hope, Walter and
Mrs. Brennan, Charles Ruggles Edward Arnold, Bruce Cabot,

and Doris Davenport Particularly did the crowds applaud

Director William Wyler and his attractive wife (a Dallas girl)

which strikingly proved that directional brilliance is warmly
appreciated by the public

T T

• • • BETWEEN 50.000 and 100.000 visitors it was estimated

by police officials augmented Forth Worth's more than 200,000

citizens to take part in the great day crammed with fireworks,

radio broadcasts, and fast and furious festivities at which everyone

from state and civic notables down to the most humble citizen

entered the spirit via native dress 10-gallon hats and all

Lynn Farnol and his promotional exploiteers sure turned

Texas topsy-turvy and succeeded in spotlighting the film nationally

so that it will get the bottom dollar from John Q. Public

T T
—NEW YORK

• • • IT'S mighty good again to see the name of Dr. A.

H. Giannini on the official board of a major company
Few indeed are those in the industry with the Doctor's grasp

upon its problems and its needs Columbia stockholders

elected the former head of United Artists to the directorate

at their meeting here on Wednesday . . ... .At the same time

Nate Spingold long identified with Columbia in an executive

capacity was named a director The retiring board mem-
bers are Sol Bornstein and Jack Kerner

T T

• • • A Thought for Today is found in what Charles H. Ryan

of Warners' Theaters Chicago zone has to say in those "Help-

ful Hints" he provides regularly for the zone bulletin Sez

Charles H "There isn't any sentiment in Show Business Its

place is taken by RESULTS All the hard work you may do

won't wipe red ink off the books unless that hard work is di-

rected by intelligence and deep thought" You might clip that

and paste in on the top of your desk memo pad

a « « > » w>

DATE BOOK
Sept. 24: Kansas-Missouri Theaters Association

directors' meeting, Kansas City.

Sept 25 27: New Jersey Allied convention.
President Hotel, Atlantic City.

Sept. 27: Actors' Equity Council quarterly
meeting.

Oct. 2-3: Independent Theater Protective As-
sociation of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan
convention, Milwaukee.

Oct. 2: Monogram stockholders' meeting.

Oct. 7: Atlas Corp. stockholders' meeting, Wil-
mington, Del.

Oct. 7-9: Michigan Allied convention, Jackson.

Oct. 20: Pittsburgh Variety Club banquet, Wil-
liam Penn Hotel.

Oct. 21-22: AMPTO of Western Pennsylvania
convention, Hotel Roosevelt, Pittsburgh.

Oct. 21-25: SMPE Fall convention, Roosevelt
Hotel, Hollywood.

Oct. 24: Fall Conference dinner of the Pic-

ture Pioneers.

Oct. 26: Cinema Lodge, B'nai B'rith. banquet,
Hotel Pennsylvania.

Oct. 30-31 : ITO of Ohio convention, the
Deshler-Wallick Hotel, Columbus.

Sept. 30: MPTO of St. Louis, Eastern Missouri
and Southern Illinois convention, Hotel
Coronado, St. Louis.

Nov. 11: A F of L convention opens. New
Orleans

Nov. 11-12: ATOI convention.

Nov. 21 : Motion Picture Associates ball, Hotel
Astor.

Warners Using Catholic
Papers for "Rockne" Ads

Heavy advertising campaign is

being launched by S. Charles Ein-
feld, head of Warner Bros, advertis-
ing and publicity department, in 16
leading Catholic newspapers and
magazines to plug "Knute Rockne

—

All American."
This is said to be the first time

that a motion picture company has
utilized this group of publications
in advertising. Papers covered by
the campaign include Our Sunday
Visitor, national Catholic newspa-
per; the Brooklyn Tablet; America
and Commonweal, national Catholic
magazines; Providence Visitor; The
Pilot, Boston; Catholic Standard and
Times, of Philadelphia; The Michi-

gan Catholic; New World, of Chi-

cago; The Witness, of Dubuque;
Catholic Telegraph Register; and
Columbia Magazine, organ of the

Knights of Columbus; Extension
Magazine, Chicago; and Catholic

Messenger, national magazine.

New National Tabloid
To Carry Amusements

Harrisburg, Pa.—J. A. Lazar, head
of the American Publishing Associa-
tion, announced here that he will

publish a new national daily tabloid

within six weeks for the business

and industrial world. The paper
will carry an amusement section.

Tabloid, to be called the Tab-Amer-
ican, will be circulated by subscrip-

tion only. The paper will be edited

in Philadelphia, and will be printed

either in New York or Philadelphia.

Schoenstadt Takes Over House
Chicago—The Schoenstadt circuit

has taken over the Roxy Theater,
Berwyn, from the Lasker circuit.

]

E

i
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Allied Will Hear

Rodgers and Scully

(Continued from Page 1)

Theater Supply Co. In addition,

booth space has been reserved by
M-G-M and Universal.
One of the highlights of the con-

vention will be the Allied Informa-
tion Dept. (AID) report on its prod-

uct survey, inaugurated to determine
uniformity of deals throughout the

country.
Tentative program calls for regis-

tration, general meeting, committee
reports and selection of a nominat-
ing committee on the first day, Wed-
nesday, Sept. 25, with a directors'

meeting scheduled for the late af-

ternoon. The eastern regional con-

ferences is slated for Thursday morn-
ing, to be followed by a report of

the AID and an address by Col.

Cole. A night club party is planned
for the evening.

Final day's activities include a golf

tournament in the morning, election

of officers, an address by Commis-
sioner Myers, a cocktail party and
the Myers testimonial party.

Loew Met. Houses to Play
"Boom Town" Solo, Up B.O.

(Continued from Page 1)

New York, it was learned yesterday.

At the same time it was reported
that Warner Theaters in New Jer-

sey have agreed to advance the ad-

mission price in at least two first-

run situations.

Deal with Skouras Theaters in the

Metropolitan area also calls for in-

creased admissions, it is understood,
although it was said that the deal

had not been finalized. It is also

expected that Skouras will single-

feature the film in some spots.

Films for Townsend Plan

Chicago — New World Films is

completing a series of one-reelers

for Townsend Plan. Ted Robinson,
has been placed in charge of dis-

tribution, with headquarters at 450

Erie Street.

MacCollum to Lippincott

Wilmington, Del.—Change in name
of the MacCollum Pictures, Inc., of

Philadelphia, to Lippincott Pictures,

Inc., is disclosed by the State De-
partment at Dover.

Toronto's Theaters
Tops in Attendance

Montreal—Toronto had the highest

average of motion picture tans of any
Canadian city in 1939, the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics annual return shows.

On the average, during the year 35 per

cent of all the available seats in Toronto

theaters were filled for each performance.

In Quebec City, where theaters were
closed for five weeks in 1939 as a pro-

test against municipal taxation, thus

decreasing the number of performances,

there was a decided increase, moving

the ratio up to 34 per cent. Vancouver

had a ratio of 31 per cent, and all other

Canadian cities were under 30 per cent.

Anti-Monopoly Committee Report Expected
To be Postponed Because of Defense Plans

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Business reform recommendations by the TNEC—the anti-monopoly

committee—which once loomed large on the industry horizon in all probability will be
deferred because of the European war and this country's own defense problems.

This was forecast here by Sen. Joseph O'Mahoney, chairman of the committee.
While the TNEC is scheduled to prepare and submit a final report to Congress in January,
which would cover its study and recommendations for legislation believed necessary as a

result of the disclosures during public hearings, there are indications that the long
awaited report will be postponed.

Sen. O'Mahoney said future developments with respect to the present national

emergency will determine when the legislative recommendations will be made.

Court Reserves Decision

in AMGA-AFM Dispute

(Continued from Page 1)

strain James C. Petrillo, as president
of the AFM, from barring perform-
ances of instrumentalists, and a
cross applicaion of the AFM to dis-

miss the suit. The Court indicated
that it would take considerable time
before deciding the motions.
A question was raised by Samuel

Seabury, AFM attorney, as to the
right of AGMA to seek Court relief

before applying to the American
Federation of Labor. Seabury con-
tended that AGMA was limited in its

jurisdiction by its charter. Louis
Boudin, AGMA attorney, contended
that Perillo's action would ruin the
union and argued that the A F of L
had no power to settle the dispute.

Lucky Strike Program
To Plug New Kyser Film

RKO's new Kay Kyser picture,
'You'll Find Out," will get radio
plugs for three consecutive broad-
casts of Kay Kyser's College of
Musical Knowledge programs. This
radio-picture tie-up was made be-
tween RKO and Lord & Thomas, ad-
vertising agency for the American
Tobacco Co. Final broadcast will be
on Oct. 9. Full-show boosts for the
picture will be made.

Aid "Y" Fund Campaign
St. John, N. B.—R. G. March, man-

ager of the 20th Century-Fox film

exchange here, a veteran distribution
executive, and F. G. Spencer, head
of Spencer Theater chain, with base
at the Strand here, have been named
to the executiye committee for a
fund raising campaign by the local

Y.M.C.A.

Enters Premium Field

Detroit—Hollywood Gift Club, Inc.,

is distributing chrome-plated cook-
ware as theater premiums, with na-
tional offices established in the Boule-
vard Building here. George Gilbert
is sales manager.

Baron On Rep. Sales Force

Salt Lake City—Art W. Baron
has been added to the sales force of

Republic's branch, working the zone
including Southern Idaho and West-
ern Wyoming.

Sunday Pix in Charleroi

Charleroi, Pa.—The Palace Thea-
ter, first-run he use, starts Sunday
pix Sept. 29.

Upward Trend in Canadian
Amusement Spending Halts

Montreal—Returns to the Domin-
ion Bureau of Statistics from Can-
ada's 1,186 motion picture theaters
operating in 1939 showed that the
upward trend in entertainment ex-
penditures noted in 1938 had been al-

most halted, results from the Do-
minion as a whole and from the
provinces and large cities showing
little change from the previous year.

In Manitoba and Saskatchewan,
the results reflect changes in con-
sumer income due to variations in

the 1938 crop yield. Manitoba mo-
tion picture receipts declined by 4.3

per cent below 1938.

On the other hand, greatly im-
proved crop conditions in Saskatche-
wan, comparing 1938 with 1937, pro-

duced an increase of almost 9 per
cent.

Contrasting trends were also

noted in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. Improved conditions in

the former province in the latter

part of 1939 were responsible for

an improvement of 5.8 in theater
receipts, while dullness in business
in New Brunswick produced a drop
of 4.1 per cent. Other provinces
showed little change from the 1938
level.

Kirsch Heads Pix Div.

Of Chi. Community Chest

Chicago—Jack Kirsch, prexy of
Illinois Allied, was appointed chair-
man of the amusement division of
the Chicago Community Fund, with
a quota of $25,000. John Balaban,
Eddie Silverman, Clyde Eckhardt,
James Coston and Jack Osserman
were named assistants.

Reach Agreement on

Single Arbitrator

(Continued from Page 1)

on to Judge Henry W. Goddard for
approval.
The plan whereby only one neutral

arbitrator will hear complaints inr
local situations has been agreec
upon. The neutral man will be se-

j

lected from a list in each exchange
center, and if neither the complain-
ing exhibitor nor defendant distribu-
tor can agree, the neutral man will
be selected by the American Arbitra-
tion Assn. A decision considered ad-
verse by either party can appeal to
an appeal board in New York.
Final meeting on the rules is sched-

uled for 2:30 this afternoon.

Mills Gets $3,000,000

In Orders for Panorams

(Continued from Page 1)

shipment Dec. 1 and it is expected
that Panorams will be coming off

assembly line by Dec. 1 at the rate
of 100 a day with a mark of 200 a
day in prospect by March 1. Year's
production for 1941 will be in neigh-
borhood of 30,000. Final market of
new machine is pegged at 500,000
units.

Henie Show Jurisdiction

Issue Before 4 A's Today

Jurisdiction over the Sonja Henie
ice show which goes into the Cen-
ter Theater this Fall will probably
come up for consideration at to-

day's meeting of the AAAA. The
American Guild of Variety Artists
is negotiating a contract for the
show, but Arthur M. Wirtz, pro-
ducer, has suggested that jurisdic-

tion might come under Equity.

Wanger to Speak In Chi.

Chicago—Walter Wanger will be
guest speaker before the Chicago
Federated Advertising Club on Sept.

26 at Hotel Sherman. He will speak
on "Motion Pictures as a Selling
Force."

Wilson Back with Mono.
Jerry Wilson, for the last two i

years affiliated with Merit Pictures
and previous to that with Monogram,
has rejoined Monogram's sales force.

Wilson is handling the New Jersey,
Long Island and upstate New York
territoi'y.

Sunday Pix Vote in N. J.

Westfield, N. J.—Sunday movies
are apparently due for a vote test in

at least two suburban communities
in this area. Petitions are being
circulated here and in Livingston.

LaVine Joins RKO Sales

Cleveland—Harry LaVine, former
Republic district manager, has joined
the local RKO sales force succeed-
ing Carl Scheuch.

Castelli's Theater Opens
» Library, Pa. — The new 450-seat
Park, owned and constructed by Jerry
Castelli who also operates the Grand
Theater at Hills Station, has opened.
House is equipped with RCA sound.

Philly's V. C. May
Give R.A.F. Plane

Philadelphia—In the first industry

move of its kind, a group of Variety

Club members are talking up a plan

to add a Spitfire to the R. A. F.'s fight-

ing planes. Idea came up at a recent

meeting of the annual dinner committee.
Ted Schlanger, Stanley-Warner zone
head, offered a $3,000 pledge and others

agreed to give the plan some thought.
A Spitfire costs from $40,000 to $50,-

000.
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"The Westerner"
th Gary Cooper, Walter Brennan, Fred

Stone, Doris Davenport

ited Artists 100 Mins.

(FORT WORTH PREVIEW)

ERBLY MOUNTED WESTERN MEL-

WITH FINE CAST SHOULD BE

B. 0. ATTRACTION.ILID

Framed on part of the life story of the

>ned "Judge" Roy Bean, self-pronounced

iw West-of-the-Pecos" in Texas, this

:stern meller recreates a fabulous era in

s country's history with marked au-

enticity, stirring drama and fine detail.

should strongly appeal to audiences

nerally. Exhibitors have a sure-fire box-

fice personality in Gary Cooper, and plenty

marquee strength in Walter Brennan

d Fred Stone. Apart from "name" val-

s, Roy Bean is known to hundreds of

ousands of people in th's country through

blished stories, particularly so in the

est and Southwest, and any number of

ploitation angles are there for the asking.

As to the picture itself, Producer Sam-

I Goldwyn has given the film a superb

anting. Director William Wyler has

ated the characterizations with a shrewd

I « to detail, and has smoothly built up

;|.e picture's dramatic sequences, mean-

•ile never losing track of the story or

owing the characterizations to get out

hand. Gregg Toland turns in a superb

3 of photography. Jo Swerling and Niven

sch are responsible for a well-geared

d coherent screenplay. Technically, the

-ture is top-notch.

Cooper, making his first screen appear-

ce in some time, is fine as the tall,

iw-spoken cowboy who is quick on the

aw. Walter Brennan is excellent in the

rt of the rum-soaked self-appointed dis-

nser of law and order in the territory

and a band of cattlemen run with an

n hand. Fred Stone appears to ad-

ntage as a homesteader who is the father

Doris Davenport. M'ss Davenport is af-

ictive and capable, and has a pleasing

rsonality all her own. Neat supporting

s are contributed by Forrest Tucker,

ul Hurst, Chill Wills, Tom Tyler, Trevor

rdette and other able players.

The story may be briefed as follows:

loper. a wandering cowhand, is brought

fore Brennan on the charge of being a

nrse thief which is a sure death penalty

Brennan's court. He talks himself out

his troubles by professing to know the

'! of Brennan's life, Lily Langtry, and

omising Brennan a lock of her hair which

says he has. Cooper meets Stone and

ughter while making a break for Cali-

rnia, and stays on. The battle between
e homesteaders and the ranchers under

ennan reach a climax when Brennan has

e fields of corn fired after Cooper has

tten him to remove the cattle from the

mesteaders' valley.

The fire sequence is a particularly well

aged and executed thrill-getter. Cooper,

lieved by Doris to be in league with

ennan, kills him when he goes to see Lily

ngtry, Lillian Bond, at a show she is

,ving in a nearby town. Cooper returns

Doris and homesteading. The story

as simple as that, but in the telling,

: ere is tremendous emotional drama and
enty of action which carries a punch.
he picture catches the very spirit of the

"Christmas In July"
with Dick Powell and Ellen Drew

Paramount 70 Mins.

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW)

HEART INTEREST, COMEDY, SATIRE
AND ROMANCE SKILLFULLY BLENDED
INTO FILM TREAT CERTAIN TO CLICK
AT B.O.

Here is another film treat concocted and

airected by Preston Sturges, whose initial

directorial effort was "The Great McGinty."

The new picture has heart interest, comedy,

satire and romance. Sturges has injected

many human touches and gained natural

performances from his players. To Paul

Jones goes important credit as producer.

Dick Powell again delivers a natural ap-

pealing performance, demonstrating he does

not need the aid of songs to hold interest.

Ellen Drew is another very valuable mem-
Per of the cast, playing the love interest

opposite Powell. Raymond Walburn is right

at home in another of his blustering char-

acterizations, while Ernest Truex does out-

standing work. William Demarest, Alex-

ander Carr, Harry Hayden and Georgia

Caine are among the important principals.

Powell is an office clerk addicted to con-

coct. ng slogans for contests. He submits

one for Maxford House contest, although

he is working for a rival coffee firm. Three

of his fellow clerks frame a phoney tele-

gram naming Powell as the winner and

when Powell announces the "good news,"

his employer, Ernest Truex, decides to pro-

mote him to his advertising department.

By inadvertence, Powell gets the $25,000

check from Walburn, president of Maxford
House, and proceeds to buy presents for

Ellen, his mother, and all of his East Side

friends. Of course, Walburn learns of his

mistake and gets the check back. When
things look darkest for Powell and Ellen,

Walburn's contest jury finally reaches a

decision—and that is that Powell's slogan

is the winner.

CAST: Dick Powell, Ellen Drew, Raymond
Walburn, William Demarest, Ernest Truex,

Franklin Pangborn, Harry Hayden, Rod Cam-
eron, Michael Morris. Harry Rosenthal,

Georgia Caine, Ferike Boros, Julius Tannen,
Alan Bridge, Torben Meyer, Lucille Ward,
Kay Stewart, Vic Potel, Alexander Carr.

CREDITS: Producer, Paul Jones; Direc-

tor Preston Sturges; Author, same; Cam-
eraman, Victor Milner; Art Directors, Hans
Dreier and Earl Hedrick; Editor, Ellswroth

Hoagland; Musical Director, Sigmund Krum-
gold.

DIRECTION, Swell. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Very Good.

"Hell's Cargo"
Film Alliance of the U. S. 73 Mins.

EXCITING SEA DRAMA WILL PLEASE

THE ACTION FANS DESPITE HEAVY

bRITISH DIRECTION.

With a peace-time Mediterranean as a

locale, this film spins a yarn concerning

three commanders of the British, Frencn

and Russian navies, who meet, become dis-

trustful of each other and are reunited in

an exciting if somewhat improbable cli-

max. Made in England, the picture suffers

trom slow British direction, but the story

is suspenseful enough to maintain interest.

Walter R ilia, Kim Peacock and Robert

Newton portraying the French, British and

Russian commanders do good acting jobs as

do Penelope Dudley Ward and Charles Vic-

tor. The commanders meet in a neutral

Mediterranean port while the sailors from

their ships are on shore leave. A drunken

, doctor from a tramp steamer is murdered

j
in a shore dive with the sailors suspected

!
snd the commanders each suspecting the

I

men from the other navies.

Eventually it is discovered that the doc-

tor was killed by his ship's owner who is

transporting a cargo of contraband chem-
icals. He takes the ship to sea but is over-

:
taken by a destroyer to which the three

officers have been assigned by the joint

naval command. Rather than surrender, the

tramp owner dumps his cargo which forms

a deadly gas cloud. The big climax coming

as the three officers unite to take their

destroyer through the gas cloud to rescue

the passengers of an endangered liner.

CAST: Walter Rilla, Kim Peacock, Robert

Newton, Penelope Dudley Ward, Geoffrey

Atkins, Ronald Adam, Charles Victor, Mar-

!
tin Walker, Henry Oscar, Henry Morrell,

Louise Hampton.

CREDITS: Producer, Walter Mycroft; Di-

rector, Harold Huth; Author, Leo Joannon;

Screenplay, Dudley Leslie.

DIRECTION, Slow. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fair.

Americans who made this great country,
is also a haunting reminder of a glamorous
period. All in all, as cinema it is a well

rounded film that should please everybody.

CAST: Gary Cooper, Walter Brennan,
Fred Stone, Doris Davenport, Forrest Tucker,
Lillian Bond, Paul Hurst, Chill Wills, Charles
Halton. Tom Tyler, Lup'ta Tovar, Dana
Andrews, Julian Rivero, Roger Gray, Arthur

Aylesworth, Trevor Burdette.

CREDITS: Producer, Samuel Goldwyn;
Director, William Wyler; Screenplay, Jo
Swerling and Niven Busch; Based upon an

original story by Stuart Lake; Cameraman,
Gregg Toland; Editor, Daniel Mandell.

DIRECTION, Fine. PHOTOGRAPHY
Superb.

* SHORTS *

"He Asked For It"

RKO 18 mins.

Amusing Two Reeler

Leon Errol cavorts and careens
in amusing style through this two-
reeler. Errol, a wise guy who knows
his Constitution, runs afoul of the
law through traffic violations. His
wife and a judge "frame" him and
his come-uppance in the local court
is good for a lot of laughs. The
Errol fans should be well nleased
with this comedy. Harry D'Arcy
directed and Lou Brock produced.

Scott Sells in Boswell

Johnstown, Pa.—V. F. Scott, who
operates a chain cf theaters in this

and nearby towns, has sold the Ver-
non Theater, Boswell, to Charles
Szewczyk, the deal to be effective
Sept. 30.

"The Kid From
Santa Fe"

with Jack Randall, Clarene Curtis,

Forrest Taylor

Monogram 57 Mins.

SNAPPY WESTERN HAS PLENTY OF
ACTION AND AN ADEQUATE CAST.

The western fans will be well satisfied

with this release. It is geared at a fast

pace, has plenty of action and the cast does

all that is expected of them. The outdoor

locations are okay and the technical as-

pects of the film are up to standard for

westerns.

Jack Randall heads the cast. He is per-

sonable, looks like he knew how to handle

a gun when he goes into action and socks

the villains with abandon. Clarene Curtis

is attractive as the ingenue. Forrest Taylor

is capable as the sheriff, and a goodly as-

sortment of villains are rounded up for the

picture, including George Chesebro and
Tom London.

Randall is summoned by sheriff Taylor to

help him catch a gang of smugglers. From
there on Randall trails the gang, gets in one
fight after another and has a number of

narrow squeaks before he corrals the vil-

lains and brings them to justice.

CAST: Jack Randall, Clarene Curtis,

Forrest Taylor, Clair Rochelle, Tom London,

George Chesebro, Dave O'Brien, Jimmy Au-
brey, Kenneth Duncan, Carl Mathews, Steve

Clark.

CREDITS: Producer, Harry S. Webb; Di-

rector, Raymond K. Johnson; Screenplay,

Carl Krusada; Cameramen, Edward A. Kull

and William Hyer; Editor, Robert Golden.
DIRECTION, Fast. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

"After Mein Kampf—?"
Crystal Pictures 69 Mins.

FACTUAL AND DOCUMENTARY STORY
OF HITLER HAS A PUNCH AND A WARN-
ING.

Produced in Great Britain, this semi-factu-

al, semi-documentary film about Hitler and
his rise to power traces the man's history

from many years back up to today; and
therein preaches a warning to the unpre-
pared as evidence is presented on the

screen of the destruction that came to

those who believed and trusted the man.
There is a lot of punch in the film.

With approximately 70 per cent of the

film factual material made in studios with
actors, and the remainder comprised of docu-
mentary material collected from newsreels
and other sources, the picture as a whole
is surprisingly cohesive and well edited.

The actors in the film give a good account
of themselves and put over the dramatic
sequences with telling effect.

All in all, it is an interesting picture and
should make an impression on audiences.

The technical aspects of the film are okay,

and the dialogue is entirely in English, with
the English accents of the players less

marked than in most English-made films.

CREDITS: Produced by Associated British

Films,

DIRECTION, Able. PHOTOGRAPHY, OK.

"Pastor Hall" in Wilmington
Wilmington, Del.—"Pastor Hall"

opens tomorrow at Warner Brothers'

Aldine Theater.

I
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Goldwyn Planning No

Further Gallup Poll

(Continued from Page 1)

comment on the safeguards he is

making for product in face of the
present double feature situation.

Here for the world premiere of
"The Westerner," Goldwyn leaves to-

night for New York where he will

arrange for a new counsel to replace
the late Max Steuer.
Goldwyn reiterated his stand for

higher admissions all along the line

so that, in his opinion, better pic-

tures will result.

120 Service Eligibles

In Industry in Buffalo

(Continued from Page 1)

in the draft age unlikely to be ex-

empted if called for service.

Less than 10 per cent, 10 men
to be exact, are regarded as non-
exempts among exchange workers.
Usher staffs in several circuit

houses would be most affected. One
chain of community houses figures

six of its managers could be called

and not exempted.
One first-run picture theater al-

ready has lost six of its ushers
who have enlisted in the Buffalo Na-
tional Guard units.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Fifteen out of 20 mes-

sengers at RKO Radio are eligible

for the draft.

Allied "Strike" Thus Far
Without Effect in la.. Neb.

(Continued from Page 1)

biaska move to buck "unreasonable"
terms on film rentals.

Exhib. at meeting last week went
on record that "Under existing
business conditions distributors are
asking unreasonable price terms"
and agreed not to buy until they
"receive a fair deal."

Survey of distributors in this ter-

ritory discloses business figure about
on par with that of year ago de-

spite the exhibs.' threat. The film
sellers felt no particular alarm over
Allied move although admitting a
more definite showdown is expected

: at expiration of present contracts.

First Theater for Concord
Concord, Mass.—A special town

meeting's approval of a plan to re-

zone five acres of land near Main St.,

makes possible the erection of this

town's first film house. Boston in-

tei'ests plan to petition selectmen for
approval of an 800-seat theater with
an adjacent pai-king lot for 300 cars.

Col. Buys "Doctor's Husand"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Columbia has pur-

chased "The Doctor's Husband,"
comedy by Dalton Trumbo. Claude
Binyon will develop the screenplay
as a possible Wesley Ruggles pro-
duction.

Units Oppose 'Price Juggling' Nick, Weston Guilty

On 11 of 12 Counts
Conn., Pa. Groups See Box Office as Hurt

(Continued from Page 1)

meetings, with the chances that simi- admission without suffering any ser
lar action would be taken. ious repercussions.

"Forcing" of Higher Admish
Prices Rapped by Pa. AMPTO
Pittsburgh—The AMPTO of West-

ern Pennsylvania, Inc., meeting here,
went on record as being opposed to

the alleged "forcing" of increased ad-
mission prices on special pictures.
Unit feels that the exhibitor should
be permitted to be the judge of his
own situation as to whether or not
any production merits an advance in

admissions.

The consensus of AMPTO opinion
is that the practice would be harm-
ful in most situations as it might
give patrons the idea that they
were being overcharged on lesser

productions for which regular admis-
sion prices are charged. A notice
to this effect is being sent to all

members of the AMPTO who did not
attend the meeting.

The exhibitors' association and at
least 90 per cent of the independent
exhibitors and circuits in this terri-

tory are also decidedly opposed to

raising their regular admission
prices at this time, believing that
with the recent addition of defense
tax, along with the previous Federal
and State taxes, the movie patron
would deeply resent any further ad-
vance in admission.

It was pointed out that the defense
tax has already considerably in-

creased regular admissions, giving
as an example that in situations in

Western Pennsylvania where the ad-
mission was 25c, the defense tax au-
tomatically increases it to 28c, and
in West Virginia, with the state tax,

to 29c.

Theater men feel, therefore, that
to increase their regular admissions
would not only create ill-will, but
would probably result in a greater
loss of patronage and revenue than
the increase could offset. The only
exceptions might be the downtown
first-run theaters in this city and
other key spots, which possibly could
secure a slight general increase in

B.O. Tilt for Selected Pix
Opposed by Allied of Conn.
New Haven — Unanimously and

"unalterably opposed" to raising of
admission prices for selected fea-
tures, members of Allied Theater
Owners of Connecticut, Inc., passed
a resolution at a luncheon-meeting
expressing this opposition and re-

quested the executive secretary, Law-
rence C. Caplan, to so notify all dis-
tributors.

It is felt "that such a procedure
would tend to earmark the good pic-

tures and make the other features
seem inferior by comparison" and
that the practice, if encouraged
would be "indulged in by a majority
of the distributors and on pictures
of questionable quality."
On the other hand, the exhibs.

agreed that "it is the experience of
the great majority of the exhibitors
that the greatest profits at the box-
office have resulted from lower ad-
missions, rather than higher ones,"
and that neighborhood patrons have
already been subjected to sufficient
increase by reason of the new amuse-
ment tax. The membership therefore
went on record as being "unalter-
ably opposed to increased admission
prices on any selected feature."

Buffalo Reaction Divided
On Bernhard's Suggestion

Buffalo—Division of opinion was
found here concerning Joseph Bern-
hard's call for a raise in theater
prices rather than an occasional
boost for specified pictures. Circuit
and independent operators agreed
that, conditions permitting, rises
would cause little grumbling, but
there was some feeling that occa-
sional boosts were permissible if

product merited such increases.
"A good way to begin raising,"

was one executive's assertion. "It
could be a logical step in a general
increase, but that should go all along
the line. There should be atten-
dant increase in quality."

(Continued from Page 1)

tence before Federal Judge John C.
Collet here on Monday, following
their conviction on 11 of 12 counts
of an indictment charging rackety
eering and violation of the Sherman

'

anti-trust act.

In only the instance of the count
relating to the Sherman statute did
the trial jury clear the two one-time
powerful IATSE execs. All other
counts referred to racketeering. The
case reputedly was the first to be
prosecuted under an anti-racketeer-
ing law passed by Congress in 1934,
and attracted wide interest both in

and out of the industry.
Maximum punishment faced by

Nick and Weston is 10 years in

prjson and $10,000 fine on each of
the 11 counts, according to the U. S.

district attorney's office.

Defense counsel said yesterday
that a motion to set aside the verdict
and for a new trial would be made
Monday.
The Government's case against

the two was built upon episodes al-

leged to have occurred here in 1936
and 1937. The jury was told by
Roscoe T. Steffen, special assistant
attorney general, that the acts
claimed to have been committed by
Nick and Weston were "Subversive
to the interests of labor."

The case went to trial on Sept. 9.

MPTO of St. Louis Will
Discuss Decree Effects

(Continued from Page 1)

the New York equity suit and its

effect on theaters in this area will

be generally discussed.
Invited guests, according to Prexy

Fred Wehrenberg, will include C. C.

Pettijohn and Dave Palfreyman of

the MPPDA.
Unit will elect officers for 1940-41.

Annual banquet at noon, will be
attended by officers of the Better
Films Council of Greater St. Louis
and various city and state officials.

Little Buys the Charlotte

Charlotte, N. C—Tom A. Little,

local theater operator, has purchased
the second-run Charlotte, good-will
and equipment, from Harry K. Lucas,
who has operated the house 15 years.
The building recently was purchased
by S. W. Craver of Charlotte, who
operates a group of houses in Vir-
ginia. It is understood Little is to
operate the theater under a long-
term lease.

Another Plug for "Rockne"
Notre Dame's opening game of

the season, with the College of the
Pacific, at South Bend, Ind., on Oct.
5, will be broadcast by Mutual as a
feature of Knute Rockne Memorial
Week, bally for Warners' "Knute
Rockne — All American." Alonzo
Stagg, College of the Pacific coach,
appears in the film.

Forum To Use Cinecolor
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Forum Films' entire

1940-41 program of 26 subjects for
use in schools will be shot in Cine-
color, according to James S. Burk-
ett, president. Frank Ramsay has
been signed to lens the first.

Giveaway for Fishman
New Haven — Fishman Theaters

have signed for new giveaway deals
from one to three days a week in
the Howard, Lawrence, Dixwell, and
Lyric. Books will be an innovation
at the Howard, as well as enamel-
ware, while the Lyric will try a cash
giveaway in a Kash Quiz idea.

Anderson in General Practice

Charlotte, N. C—H. L. Anderson,
for the last three years general at-

torney for North Carolina Theaters,
Inc., Wilby-Kincey Service Corp.,
Southern Attractions, Inc., and affili-

ated companies, has resigned his

connection with these firms and will

take up the general practice of law
in Fayetteville.

20th-Fox Signs Ida Lupino
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Ida Lupino has been

signed by 20th Century-Fox to a
long-term contract by which she will

make one picture a year.

Variety Club Dinner Oct. 20

Pittsburgh—The 12th annual Var-
iety Club banquet will be held at

the William Penn Hotel here on
Sunday, Oct. 20.
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U. K. Studios Active,

Ignoring Nazi Raids

London (By Air Mail)—That Brit-
ish film production has not been seri-

ously hampered by Nazi air raids is

borne out by the report of British
producers that more than 40 films

are completed, in work and definitely

scheduled to start. Survey lists the
following- films:

A.B.P.C. "The Farmer's Wife,"
"Piccadilly," "Spring Meeting," "The
Flag Lieutenant," "Freedom of the

Seas," "Bulldog Drummond's Sec-
ret," "Cafe de Paris."

A.T.P. (Ealing): "Sailors Three,"
"Spare a Copper," a film with Fleet,

Air, Army or R.A.F. background,
"Leave Train," "Murder at St. Mich-
ael's," "Portrait of a British Fore-
man," a further George Formby sub-

ject, a further Will Hay subject, a

further Tommy Trinder subject. This

studio is also currently making three

Ministry of Information and six "It

All Depends on You" shorts.

British Lion: "The Silver King,"
an Edgar Wallace subject.

British National: "Crooks' Tour,"

"Old Mother Riley in Business,"

"This England," a big Red Cross pic-

ture in conjunction with Oscar
Deutsch, an untitled musical com-
edy, "Murder in Suburbia," "Re-

porter," "Old Mother Riley on the

Farm."
Butcher's: "Sailors Don't Care,"

Ben."
GB-Gainsborough: "Girl in the

News," "Neutral Port," "Gas Bags,"

"Inspector Hornleigh Goes To It,"

"Kipps," "The Ghost Train," "The
Faithful Heart," "Cottage To Let,"

"Paddy the Next Best Thing."

Denham: "The Thief of Bagdad"
(London Films), "Old Bill and Son"

(Legeran), "Major Barbara" (Ga-

briel Pascal), two further produc-

tions now being finalized.

Expect Aus. Remittance
Plan Settlement

(Continued from Page 1)

formerly taken out of Australia can

be remitted to American companies.

It was pointed out that a company
doing less business than formerly
would be taking out practically 100

per cent of its revenue, while an-

other company doing considerably

more business than formerly, would
be penalized. Further discussions

are expected to be held on this sub-

ject at the next meeting.
Also slated for definite action will

be the proposed co-operative indus-

try picture explaining the recently

enacted conscription law. Efforts to

get the picture completed before

mid-October will be made.

Works—Taylor
ITA Exec. Cites Test by Canadian Circuit

Toronto, Ont.—Unit show plan re-
cently proposed by the Independent
Theaters Association of Canada and
quickly ruled as unworkable by New
York distrib. execs., has been tried
in part and found very satisfac-
tory, according to N. A. Taylor, cir-

cuit operator and ITA vice-prexy.
New York distrib. chiefs voiced

opposition to the ITA plan, which
suggested a two-hour show embrac-
ing a quality feature and a strong
featurette with "names," on the
ground that for successful operation,
100 per cent acceptance was essen-
tial.

This is disputed by Taylor who,
with Prexy H. Alexander of the ITA,
brought the unit show proposal to
Lhe fore. Taylor contends that the
plan is neither difficult nor risky,

and adds. "I am not theorizing."
"I have watched the experiment

in the 20th Century chain and in

other houses booked through Exhibi-
tors Booking Association and the
results have been a bigger turnover
of patronage and consequently better
box-office resullts than we get from
duals," Taylor asserts.

Taylor, pointing out that there is

a dearth of strong long shorts, adds:
"I have in some instances paid as

much for a good long short as I

would have paid for a run-of-the-mill
"B" picture, with better results all

around. I am certain that exhibi-

tors would be glad to pay reasonable
prices for featurettes despite their

leng-th because, given a good mar-
quee name or two, they can have
equal pulling power with grade "B"
pictures in double bill theaters and
shorten the playing time enough to

make an appreciable difference in

the total turnover."

Lincoln Journal Adds
Daily Oldfield Columns

Lincoln, Neb.—It took a war to do
it, but the Journal, long a holdout
here against daily columns touching
on the amusement business, came
around this week. Monday, movie
editor Barney Oldfield's columning
job, hitherto allocated only to the
Sunday editions, was lengthened to
include 6 daily shots in the morning
paper. Oldfield, also is on six nights
a week on KFOR, in a Hollywood
chatter session sponsored by the Lin-
coln Theaters Corp.

Duane Decker Sells 2 Stories

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Duane Decker has sold

"The Groom Goes East" to Univer-
sal and "The Bride Went West,"
written in collaboration with Charles
O'Neill, to Paramount. Latter pro-
poses to star Fred MacMurray and
Paulette Goddard in the latter story.

Buys Liens on Opposition

Minneapolis—A private "war" was
renewed in White Bear when Mrs.
Jessie Jensen, owner of the Avalon
Theater, purchased some liens on the
opposition White Bear Theater, op-
erated by Dave Ratner. Ratner stated
that this purchase would not affect

the operation of his house.

New Wilmington Film Editor

Wilmington, Del.—Mrs. Mary M.
Wright is the new film editor of the
Wilmington Sunday Star. Mrs.
Wright, who comes to Wilmington
from the Marcus Hook, Pa., Herald,
succeeds Joseph G. O'Keefe.

"A Glorious End"
Chicago — Notified that his London

house had been damaged when a Cerman
bomber crashed on it, Charles Laughton
commented that "it was a glorious end
tor the house."

Jerry Smith In Mono. Pix

Des Moines, la.—Jerry Smith, the
Yodeling Cowboy, star on Station
WHO's Barn Dance Frolic, will leave
here Sunday to play a featured role
in Monogram's third Range Buster
film. The picture will go into pro-
duction in October.

Proposes Labor Volunteers
Replace Service Eligibles

Jefferson City, Mo.—Robert Tom-
sen, business agent of Local 143,

Operators, of St. Louis, will submit
a plan for the substitution of skilled

labor union volunteers for service

eligibles to Gov. Lloyd Stark.
Tomsen's plan calls for the taking

over of non-combatant duties by
qualified union men above the draft
age, thus leaving every man trained
for fighting duty free for service at
the front.

Under the plan, motion picture ma-
chine operators would take over the
operation of search lights and list-

ening devices, and stage hands and
scenic artists would manufacture
and install camouflage.

Movie Stars Who May
Be Called to Colors

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Among movie stars

and_ featured players who may be
subject to military training under the
conscription act are James Stewart,
Lew Ayres, Jeffrey Lynn, Robert
Stack, William Holden, Orson Welles,
Robert Preston, Eddie Albert, Brod-
erick Crawford, Cesar Romero, Den-
nis O'Keefe and John Carroll.

Cherokee's Arrow Opens
Cherokee, la. — The new $45,000

Arrow Theater has been opened by
George Norman of Storm Lake and
Jack Kuech of Charles City, who
operate theaters in three Northwest
Iowa towns. House was constructed
on the site of the Rialto, destroyed
by fire two years ago.

20th-Fox Engages Fodor
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has engaged Ladislaus Fodor to
prepare the script of "A Very Young
Lady," based on Fodor's play, "Ma-
tura."

Hollywood
Speaking—
— By RALPH WILK

HOLLYWC
ALBERT J. COHN is tossing a parH

the set of "Who Killed Aunt V
gie?" at Republic today to celebrate ti

completion of his initial production. TI

affair will also mark the birthday of Mi
dora Field, author of the novel.

KIORMAN TAUROG has purchased tl

' ' world rights to Daniel Manning's pla

"39 Broadway," in which the late Ali<

Brady starred some years ago. Taurog
reported angling with Zoe Akins to n
write the play as a vehicle for Tallul;

Bankhead.

• O

COUR members of the Papagoe tribe i

' Indians, who served as technical ac

visers to Wesley Ruggles during the filn

ing of "Ar'zona," his production for C(

have arrived from Tucson for

sightseeing tour as guests

lumbia,

week's

Ruggles

I THINK the day of the big feature an

* the overly advertised stage actress

pictures is passing. The one-reel produf

tion will always be the picture fan's favo

ite." Don't be startled. This was simp

a prediction made by Ethel Grandin, mov
star, in the August, 1914 edition of tl

Green Book magazine.

DAUL JONES is angling wtih Kathar)

' Stevens, New York actress, for a ro

in his production for Paramount, "The Ro;

to Zanzibar." Miss Stevens, now in "Kit

Foyle," at RKO, played the ingenue le.

in "The Man Who Came To Dinner."

• •
/""NUR Passing Show: Adolphe Menjo
^^ Henry Ginsberg, Verree Teasdale, Ka

Hoblitzelle, Harold Lloyd, Robert Flore

Robert Wyler, William A. Wellman, Gal

Yorke, Terry DeLapp, Paul Kohner, Startle

Bergerman, Victor Young at the preview i

"Christmas In July."

• •

A SPECIAL showing of "Pastor Hal

will be held on Stage 6, Warner Brc

Sunset Boulevard Studios, on Thursday f

benefit of British War Relief Fund.

• •
DLAKE McVEIGH, formerly with Warn
" Bros, publicity department, has be<

appointed to handle "Hollywood for Roosi

velt" publicity campaign.

• •

JOHN LODER, recently seen with Gre I

*^ Garson and Brian Aherne in the No

Coward playlet, "Ways and Means," at rf

El Capitan Theater, has been cast in tl

role of Alice Faye's fiance in 20th Centur;

Fox's "Tin Pan Alley."

O •
CRITZ LANG will leave on Sept. 23, wil

' a company of 300 on location at Lor

Pine and Kanab, Utah, to be gone s

weeks for outdoor scenes on the Zane Gri

special, "Western Union."
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EXPECT COURT TO OKAY DECREE'S TERMS

Griffith Fights 335 Momand Suit Interrogatories
"Impertinent Intrusion

Into Business Affairs,"

Circuit Informs Court

Oklahoma City — The Griffith

Amusement Co. and affiliates have
filed objections to 335 of the 342
interrogatories filed by the plaintiff,

A. B. Momand, of Shawnee, in his

$4,500,000 anti-trust suit. Excep-
tions are questions 1 to 7, inclusive.

Affiliated companies objecting are

Consolidated Amusement Co. and
Consolidated Theaters, Inc. The ob-

jections filed with Federal Judge
A. P. Murrah cite:

"Each of said interrogatories (1)

calls for matters of fact which are

beyond the scope of the issue; (2)
(Continued on Page 5)

Buying Situation Up

At Wis. ITPA Parley

Milwaukee— With practically no
contracts signed by independent ex-

hibitors for new product, buying is

expected to receive considerable at-

tention at the annual convention of

the ITPA of Wisconsin to be held

Oct. 2-3 at the Schroeder hotel

here.

The subject is expected to be cov-

ered at the confab by Sidney E.

Samuelson, business manager of the

(Continued on Page 4)

Argentine Ban on U. Sc

Imports May Hit Films

Whether motion picture film would
be included in Argentina's reported
ban on U. S. imports was not deter-

mined by major company foreign

departments at the week-end, al-

though all U. S. goods were said to
(Continued on Page 4)

B&K Deals with 5
majors Concluded

Chicago—Balaban & Katz has closed

new season contracts with Metro, War-
ners, Paramount, 20th Century-Fox, and
RKO. Heavy advertising campaigns will

back the new product for both the

Loop and residential theaters, it is

learned.

British Trade will Stick It Out in London
Despite Bombs 'Till Wardour St. Crumbles9

The British film industry, including the American distribs., are still doing business
at the old stand—Wardour Street, specifically—despite the Nazi aerial pounding of

London. From Universale London headquarters Friday came a cable to Joe Seidelman,
vice-prexy in charge of foreign distribution, with the assurance that the office was
still functioning and would continue "until Wardour Street crumbles."

Arbitration Code

Legality Studied

Completion of the arbitration code
provided for in the proposed New
York equity suit consent decree was
announced Friday by Government
spokesmen, who stated that the code
will be referred to home offices of

the companies and to D of J officials

for a rechecking. It was also stated

that the American Arbitration As-
sociation, which collaborated on the

preparation of the code, will submit

it to the Association's advisory board

for an opinion on legality.

The board, consisting of legal ex-

perts drawn from the staffs of a

number of leading: law schools, are
(Continued on Page 4)

Roosevelt, Mills Form
Soundies Distributing Corp.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood—James Roosevelt and
Fred Mills, president of Mills Novelty
Co., Friday announced the formation

of Soundies Distributing Corporation

of America with Roosevelt as presi-

dent, Mills as treasurer, Dennis Don-
ohue as vice-president, Gordon Mills

(Continued on Page 7)

W. Pa. Exhibs. Hit

S-Blocks Proposal

Pittsburgh—Allied Motion Picture
Theater Owners of Western Penn-
sylvania, Inc., at a special meeting
held at the Roosevelt Hotel here,

unanimously voted against the sale

of pictures in blocks of five, on the

ground that it would adversely af-

fect both distribution and exhibition.

Action was taken upon a motion
made by Bennett Amdur, who op-

erates the Garden Theater, North
Side, one of the leading independent
exhibitors in the territory and a di-

rector of the AMPTO.
Amdur stated that it is bad enough

to negotiate a contract once a year

without going through this proced-
(Continucd on Page 5)

Exhibs. to Get Two Shorts

To Aid in Red Cross Drive

With assured co-operation from
the affiliated circuits, the MPTOA,
Allied, and the Pacific Coast Confer-

ence, plus state and regional or-

ganizations, the Motion Picture The-

aters' Campaign Committee for the

American Red Cross is pushing a
(Continued on Page 7)

Sunday Vote in 30OPa. Spots
State Labor Federation Head Backs Films

Pix Firms May Back Stage
Plays Again in Fall

Backing of stage plays by film

companies may be resumed as the

result of a recent meeting at which
definite progress was reported. At-
tending the meeting were representa-
tives of Warner Bros., M-G-M, Par-
amount, the Dramatists Guild and

(Continued on Page 7)

Harrisburg, Pa.—Support of the

Sunday movie issue in more than

300 Pennsylvania communities which
will vote on the question at the No-
vember election has been pledged by
James L. McDevitt, president of the

Pennsylvania Federation of Labor.

The Federation favors Sunday mo-
vies, McDevitt said, because they
provide "additional work opportu-

nities" for motion picture employes
(Continued on Page 6)

Industry Attorneys Feel
Judge Goddard Will Not
Be Influenced by Squawks

Industry attorneys predicted ovei

the week-end that Federal Judge
Henry W. Goddard would approve
the provisions of the proposed con-

sent decree in the Government's
equity suit over the protests of the

independent exhibitors.

It was the consensus that opposi-

tion to the selling of pictures ir

blocks of five, expressed in ballot:

and letters from exhibitors, woulc

not have any effect on Judge God
dard's decision if he finds the decree

proposals workable. It was assertee

that the judge probably will not be

influenced by the protests on the

(Continued on Page 7)

KWMP inline Keys

At Advanced Prices

Following its world premiere ii

Regina, Oct. 21 and the first U. S

showing in Chicago, Oct. 24, Para
mount's "Northwest Mounted Po-

lice" has been set for advanced
price showings in nine keys, it wa:

learned over the week-end from Nei

Agnew, v-p in charge of sales.

Keys and theaters are: San Fran
(Continued on Page 6)

"Power and the Land,"
Gov't Film, for RKO?
RKO is reported to have closed :

deal whereby it will distributi

"Power and the Land," produced fo:

the Rural Electrification Administra

(Continued on Page 4)

Feller Quits D of J
Will Teach at Yale

Washington. Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Washington—A. H. Feller, head of the

consent decree division of the Depart-

ment of Justice, and a key figure in

the negotiations looking to a consent

decree in the New York equity suit, has

resigned, it was learned Friday.

Feller leaves the staff of Assistant

Attorney-General Thurman W. Arnold

to accept a teaching post at Yale Uni-

versity.
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{QUOTATIONS OF FRIDAY, SEPT. 20)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2'/2%) 5 5 5
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd... SVs &Va 8'/g — >/s

East. Kodak 135 Vs 133 135!/2 + 1V&
do pfd 175 175 175 — 1

Gen. Th. Eq 9'/2 9Vi 9'/2 — 1/4

Loew's, Inc 15% 255/8 25%— V4
do pfd 102i/4 102y4 102V4 + </4
Paramount 6% 6% 6%
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 105/8 9% 10'/2 + V*
RKO 2'/2 21/2 21/2 — y8
20th Century-Fox . . 6 6 6 — l/8
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd 85 85 85+4
Warner Bros 2i/

2
2i/

2 2Vz — Vb
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3i/

2s46.104 103% 104 + '/2
Para. B'way 3s55... 50 50 50+1
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 i/4s47 91% 91 1/4 91%+ l/2
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 9% 9% 9%
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc... 3% 3% 3%
Universal Picts

Archie Herzog Recovers

Chicago—Archie Herzog, B & K
publicity director for the Chicago
theater, is back on the job, after a

serious operation.

POSITION WANTED
Experienced public relation, publicity, and

exploitation man. Also knows theater

operating. Would accept temporary work

or campaign for single picture. Write

Box 1909, THE FILM DAILY, 1501 Broad-

way, N. Y. C.

H The Broadway Parade H
Picture and Distributor Theater

Foreign Correspondent (United Artists-Wanger)—4th week Rivoli

Boom Town (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer)—3rd week Capitol

No Time for Comedy (Warner Brothers Pictures)—3rd week Strand

The Ramparts We Watch (RKO Radio-March of Time) Music Hall

Brigham Young—Frontiersman (Twentieth Century-Fox) Roxy
Rangers of Fortune (Paramount Pictures) Paramount
Pastor Hall (United Artists-James Roosevelt) Globe
Dr. Kildare Goes Home (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer Pictures) Criterion

The Mummy's Hand (Universal Pictures) Rialto

I Married Adventure (Columbia Pictures) ....Plaza
After Mein Kampf? (Crystal Pictures, Inc.)—2nd week Bryant

The Kid from Santa Fe (Monogram Pictures) (a) Central

The Accusing Finger (Paramount Pictures) (a-d) Central
The Sea Hawk (Warner Bros. Pictures) (a-b) Palace

Public Deb. No. 1 (Twentieth Century-Fox) (a) Palace

TWO-A-DAY RUNS
Gone With the Wind (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—41st week Astor

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—29th week World
An Adventure of Salvator Rosa (Esperia) Cinecitta
The Living Corpse (Juno Films) ...55th St. Playhouse
The Fatal Document (Italian feature) Cine Roma
Schubert's Serenade (Arthur Ziehm, Inc.) (a-b) 5th Ave. Playhouse

FUTURE OPENINGS
City for Conquest (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Sept. 27 Strand
Wyoming (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)—Sept. 26 Capitol
Coming 'Round the Mountain (Paramount Pictures)—Sept. 26 Criterion
Charlie Chan at the Wax Museum (Twentieth Century-Fox)—Sept. 26 Rialto

I Want a Divorce (Paramount Pictures)—Oct. 2 Paramount
The Howards of Virginia (Columbia Pictures) (c) Music Hall

The Long Voyage Home (United Artists) (c) Rivoli ,

Ragtime Cowboy Joe (Universal Pictures)—Sept. 25 (a) Central
Sky Devils (Times Pictures)—Sept. 25 (a) Central
Lucky Partners (RKO Radio Pictures)—Sept. 26 (a-b) Palace
Beyond Tomorrow (RKO Radio Pictures)—Sept. 26 (a) Palace
Time in the Sun (World Pictures)—Sept. 30 5th Ave. Playhouse

(a) Dual bill, (b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill, (d) Revival.

Porrino Replaces Weisman Start Shooting Today
As Fox Theaters Trustee On Benchley Para. Short

Milton C. Weisman has resigned
as trustee of Fox Theaters Corp., it

was disclosed on Friday when New
York Supreme Court Justice Lloyd
Church designated Leopold Porrino
to succeed Weisman as trustee, and
to administer the liquidation of the
company with Kenneth P. Stein-

reich, Weisman's co-trustee.

Justice Church approved the resig-

nation of Weisman, which was sub-
mitted to him on Sept. 17. Weisman
refused to comment on his resigna-
tion. At the same time, Federal
Judge Samuel Mandelbaum confirmed
the filing of a $25,000 bond in the
Federal Court by Porrino. Weisman
served as trustee since Feb., 1939,

when he was appointed by former
Judge Martin T. Manton.

20th-Fox Board to Set

Policy on Conscripts

With 20th-Fox expected to set a
policy regarding conscription at the

next meeting of the board of direc-

tors, lengthy questionnaires were
mailed out last week to all branch
managers in order to get a compre-
hensive idea of how the company's
personnel will be affected. Jack
Sichelman, assistant to Herman Wob-
ber, general manager of distribu-

tion, drafted the questionnaires. A
similar survey is being made by the
company at both the home office and
the Coast studios.

Shooting on the first three of the
six shorts Robert Benchley will make
for Paramount starts at the Astoria
plant today. Benchley, Leslie Roush
and Justin Herman of Para.'s shorts
department collaborated on the
scripts, tentatively titled: "How to
Control the Nerves," "The Woman's
Angle" and "Waiting for Baby."
Roush is directing.

Second half of the series will be
shot after Benchley's return from a
scheduled Coast trip.

GWTW in First Cuban Wk.
Gets $16,205 at the Fausto

Hays to Address DAR
Will H. Hays, MPPDA prexy, will

address the annual conference of the
Indiana Chapter of the DAR on
Tuesday night, Oct. 1, at French
Lick Springs, Ind.

Havana (By Air Mail)—"GWTW"
knocked over all records in its first

week at the Fausto with lines, un-
precedented for this situation, forc-
ing additional showing's each morn-
ing. Premiere festivities, following
an intensive advertising and pub-
licity campaign, helped garner $16,-
205 for the first seven days, eight
times the former weekly record of
$2,000.

Cleveland Operators Pact
Renewed for Another Year

Cleveland, O.—The Cleveland Mo-
tion Picture Exhibitors Association,
meeting Friday, approved the report
of John Kalafat, labor chairman,
that by agreement with local 160,
last year's operator contract con-
tinues as to conditions and scale an-
other year, exniring Aue. 31, 1941.
Operators had asked two weeks'
vacation with pay, the exhibitor also
to pay the vacation relief operator.

COminG and GOIM

SAM GOLDWYN arrived Saturday from Fort
Worth, following the premiere there of "The
Westerner."

JOSEPH M. SCHENCK, board chairman of
20th-Fox, was scheduled to leave for the Coast
over the week-end after several weeks in New
York.

WO
ROBERT BENCHLEY is here from the

,
m

PETER COLLI, Latin-American supervisor for

Warners, has left his Havana headquarters for

a tour through the Caribbean territory.

SYLVIA SIDNEY leaves for the Coast sometime
this week.

MITZI GREEN is at the Warwick.
JOSE VALVARCE, manager of the Manage-

ment Valvarce Enterprises, Havana, is here from
Cuba.

GEORGE H. MORRIS of THE FILM DAILY re-

turned Saturday from Fort Worth.

SIDNEY FRANKLIN, Metro director, left New
York Friday for a tour of New England by car,

returning here Wednesday and leaving immedi-
ately for Hollywood.

CHARLES L. O'REILLY, chairman of the mo-
tion picture division of the Democratic National
Committee, has returned to New York after a

Coast visit.

CHARLES LAUGHTON and his wife, ELSA
LANCHESTER, arrived in New York Saturday
for a vacation.

"N.W. Mounted Police" Chi
Opening Set for Oct. 24

Chicago — A sneak preview of

Para.'s "Northwest Mounted Police"
at the Chicago Theater held the audi-

ence thrilled. It is reported that the

premiere is set for the Chicago The-
ater, Oct. 24 at advanced prices. All

the stars will be here with De Mille.

Bill Pine has left for the Coast
after conferences here and settling

premiere details.

Settlement Sought in Pa.
Censors, M of T Controversy

Philadelphia — Anticipated court

challenge by the M of T of the Penn-
sylvania censors' ban on the "Bap-
tism of Fire" footage in "The Ram-
parts We Watch" failed to materi-
alize Friday. Instead, there were
further conferences between counsel

and the Censor Board in an attempt
to end the controversy.

Para's London Lab. Bombed
Word was received here at the

week-end that Paramount's London
laboratory had been bombed by Nazi

planes. Nobody was hurt, according

to the report, and the amount of dam-
age was not specified.

From

THE FILM

DAILY te

Walter Pidgeon

Mickey Rooney

Martin van Praag

Albert Lewis



AUDIENCES MAKE
BOX OFFICE STARS

b LIKE BETTY BREWER!
Audiences Havel

"Betty Brewer scheduled

to be a star!" "I'll go

to see her any time

from now on!" "The

little girl is a great

find!" "Betty Brewer

steals the show!"

Critics Ravel

"Betty Brewer a substantial dis-

covery!"—Variety. "You'll love Betty

Brewer . . . Shirley Temple, Virginia

Weidler and Jane Withers all rolled

into one individual personality!"—
LA. Herald Express. "Betty Brewer dis-

tinctly a find!"—M. P. Daily.

BETTY BREWER ^

AUDIENCES MAKE

Audiences Rave!
"Very entertaining and should

be a great hit!" "I enjoyed

it more than words can say!"

"One of the most entertain-

ing pictures I have ever
seen!" "All should see it for

enjoyment!"

Critics Rave!
"Ranges from belly-laughs to

belly-guns with never a let-

down in entertainment.
Should mean a fortune!"

—

Jimmie Fidler. "Sure-fire stuff to

forget the blues !"—N. Y. World-

Telegram. "Genuinely funny!"
—N. Y. Journal-American.

FRED MacMURRAY PATRICIA MORISON ALBERT DEKKER GILBERT ROLAND

LIKE Paramount's
//RANGERS of FORTUNE ii

with

Fred MacMurray • Patricia Morison • Albert Dekker
Gilbert Roland • Joseph Schildkraut * Dick Foran and Betty Brewer

Original Screen Play by Frank Butler • A Paramount Picture * Directed by SAM WOOD

J
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Buying Situation Up

&I Wis. ITPA Parley

(.Continued from Page 1)

Allied Independent Theater Owners
>f Eastern Pennsylvania, Inc., and
jhairman of national Allied's AID.
Business meetings will be held on

;he afternoons of both days, with a
>anquet on the evening of the last
lay. Charles W. Trampe is chair-
nan in charge of arrangements for
;he affair and Bert Nathan is chair-
nan of exhibits. Both are localites.

Tower and the Land/
Gov't Film for RKO?

(.Continued from Page 1)

;ion. Picture runs 34 minutes and
portrays farm life before and after
;he power of electricity had been
utilized.

Narrative was written by Stephen
Vincent Benet, the music by Doug-
las Moore of Columbia University.
Picture was produced by Joris Ivens.

A F of L Plans Gompers
Biog. Feature with Muni

A film portraying the life of Sam-
uel Gompers, A F of L president for
many years, is tentatively planned by
the union gToup. Charles Sinnigen,
chairman of the union labor trades
department, disclosed that Paul Muni
has agreed to play the leading role

for a "nominal" amount and that
Washington banks have agreed to
loan $250,000 for production costs,

with another $150,000 to be raised
within the A F of L.

Sinnigen said that several major
producers have offered to make the
film but that the union prefers to

produce it in order to have direct
control. A Bronx studio is under
consideration for the production.

Gorelick to Build Second
Detroit—Plans for an unnamed

new theater at Greenfield and Puri-
tan Roads have been disclosed by
Philip Gorelick, who is also building
a new theater in Dearborn.

Bader as Pal Associate
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—George Pal, who will

make six Technicolor shorts for Par-
amount as his initial American ef-

fort, has named Dave Bader as his

associate.

II of f « Man Kerwin!
St. John, N. B.—A doorman who dou-

bles in overalls, is Herman Kerwin, of

the staff of the Mayfair, biggest house

in the Franklin & Herschorn chain.

Kerwin not only does all the painting

and decorating, carpentering, stationary

engineering, masonry, at the Mayfair,

but directs the painting, decorating and
carpentry at the other five houses in the

chain, located in Halifax, Dartmouth
and Yarmouth in Nova Scotia and a sec-

ond St. John house. He has just returned

to uniform after eight weeks at Halifax,

in heading a program of renovation at

the Family and Community Theaters.

• • • IT was a distinguished audience indeed which filled

the Globe Theater Friday night for the New York premiere of the

British-made "Pastor Hall" ...... which James Roosevelt is distributing

through United Artists as his first release Industry leaders

notables in many fields and just the plain elite made

the opening from the personality standpoint among the year's

most brilliant And they saw a powerful and absorbing story

admirably presented Its arraignment of Nazi brutality and its

condemnation of Nazi philosphy pull no punches which is as

it should be. here and today

• • • AMONG those to grace the occasion with their pres-

ence were Murray Silverstone, Harry L. Gold, L. J. Schlaifer,

Harry D. Buckley, Arthur W. Kelly, Edward C. Raftery, Arthur F.

Driscoll, Charles Schwartz, James A. Mulvey, all of UA
James Roosevelt, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, narrator of the fea-

ture's American foreword; Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr Mr.

and Mrs. Edward Small, Postmaster General Frank C. Walker,

Jules Brulatour, Col. William J. Donovan, Commissioner Paul

Moss Edward G. Robinson, Ralph Bellamy, Eddie Cantor,

Ilka Chase Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Aylesworth, Roy E. Larsen,

Henry R. Luce Mr. and Mrs. William S. Paley, H. V. Kalten-

born, Gabriel Heatter, Lowell Thomas, Wythe Williams, Jules

Levey which will give you an idea

• • • THE regard and affection that his own company associates

and the trade has for Universal's Matty Fox was evidenced Friday

when he was guest of honor at a surprise luncheon tendered

in the Rainbow Room Occasion was Matty's return trek to Universal

City after some months in New York Informality was the key-

note and there were no speeches just a few remarks by Joe

Seidelman who did the honors for Universal and a "Thank

you" from the honor guest himself A feminine touch was provided

by charming Carol Bruce of "Louisiana Purchase" recently signed

by "U" who dropped in

T T T
• • • WITH Matty at the head of the table seated around
the board were ivate Blumberg, J. Cheever Cowdin, F. J. A.
McCarthy, Joseph H. Seidelman, Charles D. Prutzman, Sam Mach-
novitch Jules Levey, Peyton Gibson, Adolph Schimel, Jules

Lapidus, David Levy, J. J. Jordan Tom Murray, Lou Pollock,

Andy Sharick, Furtunat Baronat, C. C. Margon, Hank Linet, Morris
Alin, Barney Goodkind, Herman Stern, Charles Kirby, all of the

home office Plus J. Malcolm Kingsberg, Leon Goldberg, John
Bennes, Max Fellerman, Don Mersereau, Chester B. Bahn, Martin
Quigley, Terry Ramsaye, Red Kann, Pete Harrison Herb
Golden, Sherwin Kane, Joe Gallagher and Lionel Toll

• • • STUFF Mickey Rooney has a new wrist watch, pre-

sented by Harry M. Kalmine. Pittsburgh zone manager for Warner the-

aters The inscription reads, "In appreciation for breaking all house
records at the Stanley Theater in Pittsburgh". . . • Sherman Billingsley

tossed a cocktail party at the Stork Club yesterday afternoon for Al Jolson,

et al

« « « » » >*

Arbitration Code

Legality Studied

(.Continued from Page 1)

customarily consulted on all impor-
tant arbitration codes, Association
officials explained. Final approval
of the code is expected the latte^V.
part of this week. rr£

Argentine Ban on U. S.

Imports May Hit Films

(Continued from Page 1)

have come under the suddenly an-
nounced embargo.
Informed sources here were of the

opinion that a ban on American pic-

tures would have a drastic effect on
Argentinian theater business which
relies heavily on Hollywood-made
product.
While a formal denial was made by

Argentina's foreign minister, Fede-
rico Pinedo, that any restrictive

measures had been taken against U.
S. trade, it was known that import
licenses for entry of any American
merchandise had been suspended.
Inasmuch as there appeared to be

no exceptions to the order, it was
assumed here by some that pictures

would come under the ban, even

though no formal notification had
been received.

Embargo Only Temporary,
Washington's Viewpoint
Washington Bureau, of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Officials in Washing-

ton were reticent to comment on the

effect the Argentina embargo will

have on films Friday. At his press

conference, Secretary of State Cor-

dell Hull said he had no informa-

tion or statement to give at present,

but ascribed the cause of the em-
bargo to the war.

He indicated an arrangement
might be worked out whereby the

United States, Great Britain, and
Argentina would take steps to han-

dle financing of Argentina trade.

As far as is known here the em-
bargo will include films. Observers

believe, however, the embargo is

only temporary.

Schines Drop Singles

After Rochester Tests

Rochester-—Single features are out

at Schine Theaters here, according
to reports, following an experiment
with "Andv Hardy Meets Debutante"
and "All This and Heaven Too" at

the Riviera and Dixie.

Stall Foils Bandit
Newark, N. J.—Handing out money

piecemeal, the cashier of the Elwood
stalled a bandit out of $250 in receipts

the other night. The bandit kept
menacing Mrs. Jewel Smith with a gun
and demanding more speed, but arrival

of several people frightened the man
off after he had gotten $41. The stall-

ing was accomplished through dropping

money and pretense at not knowing
where she had put other funds.
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iffilh Fights 335

>mand Suit Queries

(Continued from Page 1)

»t directed at the discovery of

nate facts material to the sup-
of plaintiff's case; (3) calls for
**»which is not material or

Y\\-l at the present stage of the

; (4) constitutes an unwarranted
impertinent intrusion into the

ness affairs of these defendants;
calls for the furnishing of in-

aation which is duly burdensome
vexatious.

"hese defendants further object

ach and all of the interroga-
ns propounded to them by the

itiff for the reason that the

t heretofore ordered a rehearing
efendant's motion to dismiss this

, and that question should be
mined before these defendants

Required to answer the interro-

ies."

e objections were filed by Henry
riffing, for the Griffith Amuse-

fa Co., Consolidated Amusement
and Consolidated Theaters, Inc.,

Charles B. Cochran, attorney of

rd for the majors. Attorneys

asenting Momand in this suit,

C. E. Stanard, of Stanard, Carey
.anard, of Shawnee, and George
yan, of Boston, Mass.

fith Answers to U. S.

rrogatories Due Oct. 1

.lahoma City, Okla. — Federal
e Edgar S. Vaught, has given
idants until Oct. 1 to answer
rogatories filed by the D of J
ts anti-trust suit against the
ith Amusement Co. and major
ibs. Original deadline fixed by
^ourt was Sept. 15.

e stipulation for extension of

was entered into between U.
strict Attorney Charles E. Dier-

for the Government, and
les B. Cochran, attorney for

's, M-G-M of Texas; Vitagraph,
, Paramount, Twentieth Cen-
Fox of Texas, and L. M. Rice,

ney of record for R. E. Grif-

R. E. Griffith Theaters, Inc.

Westex Theaters, Inc., and
v S. Griffing, attorney for L. C.

th, H. J. Griffith, Consolidated
sement Co. and Griffith Amuse-
Co.

another order, Judge Vaught
granted the same extension of

to three other defendants in

same suit after a stipulation

?en Charles E. Dierker and Mal-
M. McKenzie, attorney of rec-

or Columbia Pictures Corp.,

;d Artists Corp. and Universal
Exchanges, Inc.

Cf"%tWLY

TEE Wl£l\ IN REVIEW
"Bloch of 5" Battle—Canadian Clearance

By L. H. MITCHELL

-Howell Distributing

lio Pix's Automatic

cago—Bell & Howell has taken
national distribution of Audio
automatic projector. While
ompany is making automatics
various manufacturers, it has
under its own name.

DOMESTIC
EQUITY SUIT: Exhib. battle

against the block of 5 pix clause
in the proposed consent decree con-
tinues. Unfinished ITOA ballot

showed exhibs. 100 per cent against.
N. W. Allied is firm against it. Ohio
exhibs. carrying fight to Federal
Judge Henry W. Goddard, tell him it

means "inestimable chaos" in the
industry. It was indicated during the
week that exhibs. may ask two sell-

ing seasons a year as an alternative
to the block of five plan. Rules of
procedure for an arbitration setup
under the consent decree were com-
pleted. But a single neutral arbitra-
tor will be named to the board.
Final draft of the decree was looked
for at the mid-week but various mat-
ters delayed it.

* * *

ADMISSIONS: Exhib. units are
going on record against the "price
juggling" (asking increased admish
charge for exceptional films) with
the AMPTO of Western Pa., and Al-
lied of Conn, taking the lead in the
attack . . . Meanwhile, Spyros Skour-
as, head of National Theaters asked
for higher admission charge, based
on production cost and film's quality,

asserting that tests show the public
not to be averse. Joseph Bernhard,
theater head of the Warner circuit,

came out flat-footed for a general
upping of admish charge and against
"price juggling". (WB asked in-

creased admissions for "All This and
Heaven Too" and "The Sea Hawk").
John J. Friedl of Minn. Amuse. Co.,
stated he had had no squawks on
upping of price for M-G-M's "Boom
Town."

* * *

TELEVISION: Hope was ex-
pressed that standards for telecast-
ing might be reached by Jan.' 1.

Two panels have them under study . .

.

Philco announced that it would
telecast U of P's football games
in the Fall—for the first time in his-

tory . . . Bamberger Broadcasting
Service obtained FCC sanction to
erect a new tele station in N. Y.'s
Manhattan at an expected cost of
$100,000.

* * *

THIS AND THAT: RKO and Cos-
mopolitan were reported consider-
ing a deal whereby RKO would dis-
tribute Cosmo, productions . . . Prexy
Geo. J. Schaefer reported unit produc-
tion system a benefit to RKO in ad-
dressing by 'phone Buenos Aires
sales meet . . . John P. Nick and
Clyde A. Weston, ex-Local 143 oper-
ator union execs, in St. Louis, were
found guilty on 11 of 12 counts of
racketeering after trial lasting into
second week . . . First of six damage
suits against Interstate of Dallas

Fourth House for Broder

Detroit—Jack Broder, circuit op-
erator, has taken over the Oakman
Theater from the Krass Circuit. This
makes four houses for Broder.

gets under way Sept. 30 . . . Metro,
Para., and WB arranges to confer
with Dramatists Guild on a new con-
tract, present one expiring in 1941
. . . Pa. censors banned M of T's
"Ramparts We Watch" because of
insertion of sequences from the Nazi-
made "Baptism of Fire"; M of T will

appeal to the courts . . . Gov't sug-
gestion that pix industry prepare a
film explaining conscription well re-
ceived . . . New modified contracts
will Col.'s Jack and Harry Cohn ap-
proved . . . William Anthony Mc-
Guire, playwright-scenarist-produc-
er, dies . . . Nathan Golden found the
industry gearing itself "very ad-
mirably" to present international sit-

uation.

FOREIGN
IN GENERAL : Three indies were

placed on Canada's National Clear-
ance Board. No distrib. will be on
the central or the regional boards . .

.

Further action on Cuba's anti-block-
booking decree awaits taking of office

by the new administration . . . A. L.

Pratchett, " Para. Caribbean gen'l

mgr., reported exchange conditions
better in Central and South Amer-
ican countries.

W. Pa. Exhibs. Hit

5-Blocks Proposal

(Continued from Page 1)

ure at least five to ten times over
the course of a season. He also
charged that the public would not
benefit through the five-picture block
policy inasmuch as more inferior pic-

tures would reach the screen in this

manner than under the present sys-
tem.
He declared the five-picture block

would carry no cancellation privi-

lege, and that if an exhibitor has
to pay the full price for every pic-

ture he buys, he would probably
play them rather than pass them up
entirely.

The entire membership agreed
with Amdur's contentions.

The AMPTO contends that what
the exhibitors in this territory want
is an out-and-out 20 per cent can-
cellation privilege in their yearly
contracts, which they believe would
eliminate poor pictures to a great

extent, and would be fair and more
satisfactory to all concerned.

To Build in Fayetteville

Charlotte, N. C—North Carolina
Theaters, Inc. will build a new thea-
ter in Fayetteville. It will be the
circuit's fourth house there.
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Sunday Vole in

300 Pa. Spots

(Continued from Page 1)

and because they offer "wholesome
entertainment" for many persons
who "cannot attend on any other
day."
Under an act of the 1935 Legisla-

ture, Sunday movies are permitted
only where it has been approved by
vote. The first referendum five years
ago resulted in 167 municipalities
permitting Sunday movies and 158
opposed.
A mass meeting will be held here

early next month to launch a cam-
paign against Sunday movies under
the sponsorship of the Lord's Day
Alliance of Pennsylvania in co-op-
eration with the Ministerial Associa-
tion of Greater Harrisburg and Dau-
phin County.

Rensselaer's Sunday Show
Move Killed in Council

Rensselaer — Heavy cannonading
by clergy, WCTU and reform ele-
ments forced withdrawal of the Sun-
day movie ordinance here just be-
fore the public hearing was to start.

The movement turned the tables
when the Common Council, which
had approved a move 6 to 3 two weeks
before, unanimously voted to scrap
the motion. The city's only theater,
the Bright Spot, opened by Roger
Marmon a year ago, is now dark.

Kate Smith Program Plug
For 'Down Argentine Way'

Coast-to-Coast hookup of 175 sta-
tions will feature the strong radio,
campaign 20th-Fox will put behind
"Down Argentine Way" prior to the
picture's release on Oct. 18. The
175-station hookup will be in con-
nection with the Kate Smith hour on
Oct. 11. NBC, CBS and Mutual will

all be used during phases of the cam-
paign. "Name" bands are also be-

ing lined up to plug music from
the picture on broadcasts prior to

its release.

20th-Fox Sees Rogers
Re-issues from Story

A large re-issue business on Will
Rogers pictures is anticipated by
20th-Fox, due to the eight-install-

ment story in the Saturday Evening
Post on the late actor-humorist by
his widow. A number of exchanges
are reported to have already re-

quested extra prints on Will Rogers
subjects.

M IS Theaters Loaning
Books to Plug Films

Chicago—As a unique plug for sea-

sonal product, Warners two de luxers, the

Avalon and the Capitol, have instituted

circulating libraries. Books on the

shelves are those which Warners will

film. There's no charge for loans.

"The Movies Have Landed and Have the
Situation Well in Hand" at Camp Dix

Camp Dix, N. J.—Advance units of the 44th Division may find their training area

strictly in the rough, but their recreational facilities are getting plenty of attention.
Far ahead of other buildings at the camp, a canvas theater seating 2,000 will be ready
this week. Movies will be shown five times a week. The "tent show" is the fore-
runner of two permanent houses, to be ready in January, and each seating 1,037.

NWMP in Nine Keys
At Advanced Prices

(Continued from Page 1)

cisco, Warfield; Los Angeles, Para-
mount; Minneapolis, State; Port-
land, Ore., Orpheum and Paramount
Kansas City, Newman; Milwaukee,
Wisconsin and Palace; and Port-
land, Me., Louisville, Ky. and
Youngstown, O.

Other advanced price showings are
being negotiated.

Navy Will Censor Film
Making in 3rd District

Permission to make motion pic-

tures or still shots of stations in the
3rd Naval District must be obtained
from the commanding officer of each
station in the future. Censorship
was imposed because of the publica-
tion in a New York newspaper of an
aerial picture of great clarity and
detail.

The 3rd district embraces New
York and Connecticut; Bergen, Hud-
son, Essex, Mercer, Mommouth, Sus-
sex, Passaic, Morris, Warren, Hun-
terdon, Union, Somerset and Middle-
sex counties, New Jersey, and the
Nantucket Shoals Lightship.

Daylight Saving Time
Fight Looming in Wis.

Milwaukee—Indications are that
exhibitors will be faced with an at-
tempt in the 1941 legislature to re-
peal the existing state law which pro-
hibits daylight saving time in Wiscon-
sin, urging consideration of the
adoption of daylight saving time on
the grounds that an improvement of
public health may be effected. At-
tempts to repeal the statute which
has been on the books for a number
of years, has failed in past years.

To Build In Winneconne
Winneconne, Wis.—A. F. Schroeder

has been elected president of the
newly organied Winneconne Amuse-
ment Co., which will erect a theater
here. James Courney is vice-presi-
dent and R. A. Diestler, secretary-
treasurer of the new company.

To Improve Wousau House
Wausau, Wis.—John Matis, form-

erly manager of Fox's Strand in
Manitowoc, has been named manager
of the circuit's Wausau Theater.
Plans are under way for fitting the
house with a new front and making
interior renovations.

Prusiecki to Build in Hobart
Hobart, Ind.—Ignatius Prusiecki,

operator of the Strand Theater here,
has completed plans for a new 1,000-
seater. Construction will begin im-
mediately.

WB Want Shulman Out as
Lampert Suit Defendant

New Haven—Vitagraph, Inc. has
moved to have J. F. Shulman, do-
ing business as the Plaza Theater of
Windsor, dropped as a party defend-
ant in the action of The Lampert
Theater of Windsor, Inc. against
Vitagraph, and to have Shulman's
answer to the complaint stricken.
The case was started last Febru-

ary, and the plaintiff operator of the
Windsor Theater, Windsor, seeks an
injunction and damages as a result
of an alleged agreement not to sell

second-run in the town of Windsor.
Second-run was subsequently sold to
the Plaza, it is alleged, with 14 days
clearance, whereas, the Windsor
claims several months' clearance in
a situation of this kind is usual.

Shulman was later joined as party
defendant and his answer states that
the majors "dominate and control the
motion picture industry" and impose
upon exhibitors "a series of harsh,
onerous, and unfair trade practises
in restraint of interstate and intra-
state trade."

Film Alliance Deals
Closed with 12 Chains

Nine circuits in the East and three
in the West have signed for product
of Film Alliance of the U. S., fol-
lowing the return of Sol Edwards
and Norman Elson from sales trips.

Edwards, Eastern sales head, re-
ported deals with Butterfield and
United Detroit Theaters of Michi-
gan, Warner Bros., Skirball and
Schine circuits in Cleveland, Fabian
and Warner in Albany, Shea in Buf-
falo and M. A. Shea of Ohio, Penn-
sylvania and New England. Com-
plete FA lineup was signed by the
Charles Moss circuit of Boston.
Western deals included the Jack

Kirsch and Jack Rose circuits of
Chicago and the Popkin circuit of
Los Angeles. In addition, Royal
Amusements, Ltd., has signed for
Hawaii.

«REVICUJS»

Eleanor Paradeis of the Pam-0
Film Exchange has acquired Film Al-
liance franchise for the Albany and
Buffalo territories.

Second Carrollton House
Carrollton, Ga.—Construction of a

second motion picture theater in Car-
rollton will begin within the next 10
days, according to an announcement
by the R. E. Martin Theaters, own-
ers of Carrollton's other cinema.

C. L. Weber Will Build

Jeffersonville, Ind.—C. L. Weber
of this city is planning to build a
new 300-seat colored house between
here and New Albany.

i smart arij"-

rd to trUi*
Auction flaws

"Marked Men"
with Warren Hull, Isabel Jewell, John Dilson

Producers Releasing Corp. 66 Mins.

BEST EFFORTS OF HARD WORKING
CAST CANT OVERCOME STORY AND
PRODUCTION FAULTS.

Warren Hull, Gray Shadow, a smart
dog, and Isabel Jewell work hard

put this picture over, but prod

and an impossible story prevent. They also

get some assistance from Charles Williams,
John Dilson and a few other capable char-

acter actors.

The story lacks plausibility and the other
technical aspects are just fair. Exhibitors

have a title and Warren Hull and Isabel

Jewell to sell, but not too much in that and
nothing else to go with it.

Hull, jailed on a frameup by Paul Bryar,

is forced to join a jailbreak engineered by
Bryar. Hull escapes and goes into the Ari-

zona desert with Gray Shadow, with Bryar

and four other jailbreakers recaptured. Hull

is befriended by Dilson in a desert town
and falls in love with Miss Jewell, his

daughter.

Bryar breaks jail again, and when Hull is

suspected of complicity in a bank holdup
the gang pulls he flees into the desert with
them. The remainder of this little yarn

works itself out in a desert elimination con-
test until Hull gets Bryar to sign a confes-

sion that clears him.

CAST: Warren Hull, Isabel Jewell, John
Dilson, Paul Bryar, Charles Williams, Lyle

Clement, Budd L. Buster, Al St. John, Eddie

Featherstone, Ted Erwin, Art Miles, Gray
Shadow, police dog.

CREDITS: Producer, Sigmund Neufield;

Director, Sherman Scott; Screenplay, George
Bricker; Original Story, Harold Greene;
Cameraman, Jack Greenhalgh; Editor, Hol-

brook N. Todd.

DIRECTION, Fair. PHOTOGRAPHY, Fair.

'-

* SHORTS *

"The Baron and the Rose"
Metro 11 mins.

Excellent Short Subject
Latest in the Passing Parade

series, this release rates as one of ,

the best. It has a lot of human in- 3 (

terest, is connected with an era of;

American history, and should be of
interest to all types of audiences. It

tells the story of an immigrant iron
|

worker named Henry Stiegel, who
spent his time making iron stoves
for the settlers, but at heart was a

sensitive artist who wanted, above
everything else, to create beautiful
works of art in glass. Stiegel makes
his glass and achieves fame and for-
tune, but also loses them. However,,
during his years of plenty, when he
termed himself Baron Stiegel, he
gave away a tract of land with no
rent arrangement made at the time.

Just before he died, old and broken,
he made a will stipulating that at ;

12 noon on the second Sunday of
June every year, one red rose should
be placed on the altar of the church
on the property he gave away. Terms
of this strange will are still observed
in the chapel of the church in Man-
heim, Pa. George Tobias is excellent

as the self-termed baron.
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T
npped Court Okay

On Decree's Terms

(Continued from Page 1)

: rounds that the exhibitors were
*^aot parties to the suit, even though

(.hey will be affected by the out-

fivve. Successful intervention in an

Y :v suit, it was said, has been
•are.

There have been no basic changes
m the revised draft of the decree,

ittorneys said, principal changes
taving been made only in language.
On the other hand, some indepen-

dent leaders are determined to fight

he "five picture clause" to the "last

litch." While making no comment
m the result of his poll of exhibi-

i or preference as to buying in blocks
1

|l <»f five or an entire program with
ancellation privileges, Max A.

Tohen, head of New York Allied,

aid he would have a statement to

nake on the subject tomorrow or

Wednesday. He said he would carry

he fight to the U. S. Supreme Court

'f necessary, adding that he would
'tot and could not operate his the-

iters under that provision of the
!

!ecree.

Meanwhile, the ITOA's ballots on

'Tie same subject continue to come
,, nto the organization's office, with

!"k results practically 100 per cent

.gainst the five-picture clause.

In f

:onn. MPTO to Consider
^•Blocks at Meet Today

3 ) New Haven—Connecticut MPTO
f. vill meet at luncheon at 12:30 p.m.

1 oday at Ceriani's, with vice-presi-

F

lent Adolph G. Johnson presiding.
a
Executive Secretary Herman M. Levy
jias prepared an analysis of the con-

ent decree and its favorable and
infavorable effects on exhibitor

nembers, and a general discussion

rill be held on the terms, especially

locks of five booking. Levy will also

•resent his report as chairman of the

lis <ecent successful film golf tourna-

aent at Race Brook Country Club.

DAILY

5anbom, James Running
?or Governor's Council

Concord, N. H.—Ansel H. Sanborn,
"arroll County film circuit head, has
een nominated in the state primary

I lection as candidate for the Execu-

j 'jive (Governor's) Council. Stanley
ames, former theater man of Na-
hua, scored a similar victory in his

i strict.

Samuel Merchant, Manchester ex-
ibitor, was nominated as the Demo-
ratic candidate for State Senator
rom the 16th Senate District, in the
Jovember election.

ioff Pays Fine, Freed

1 Chicago — William Bioff, IATSE
hod *Kec, was discharged from jail Fri-
:;:: ay, upon completion of his term and

: pon payment of a $300 fine. He
eft the city without making a state-

- 'lent. It is understood he will re-

urn to the Coast to assume
nion duties there shortly.

his

"Little Three" Spurning of Decree Wins
Exhibs. 9 Endorsement, Pledge of Support

Approximately 500 exhibs. throughout the U. S. have endorsed the action of one
of the "Little Three" in refusing to be a party to the proposed consent decree in the
New York equity suit, it was learned over the week-end.

Exhibitor sentiments have been registered by personal letters and telegrams to the
company's top execs., and in numerous instances, the theater men have indicated that if

money is needed to fight the decree, they can be counted upon for reasonable sums, it

was reported.

Pix Firms May Back Stage Roosevelt, Mills Form
Plays Again in Fall Soundies Distributing Corp.

(Continued from Page 1)

the League of New York Theaters.

A meeting of the Guild council has
been set for Oct. 2 when a plan
which would permit film companies
to buy rights to stage plays prior

to their production will be discussed.
Another meeting at which all inter-

ested parties will attend is to be
held at a later date.

Five points are to be considered
in the discussions. They are: Extent
of representation of film companies
during the production of a play, ceil-

ing on payment for extended runs,

rights of film companies to buy un-
der option, formula for closing of an
unsuccessful play and prevention of

film companies from entering the
theater field on their own.

Bronx Catholics Want
Theater License Revoked

A resolution asking that the
license for the Windsor Theater in

the Bronx be cancelled has been
passed by a committee of Catholics
in the Fordham district. Basis for
the complaint is said to be alleged
indecent stage plays at the theater.
Offer of the management (Brandt
circuit) to substitute vaudeville for
legitimate plays failed to pacify the
group when it was learned that the
first attraction would be Sally Rand.

Warners to Start Seven
Features By Oct. 15

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Warners will send

seven features, six shorts before the
cameras before mid-October. Fea-
tures are: "Carnival," "Trial and
Error," "Hard Luck Dame," "Church
Mouse," "One Sunday Afternoon,"
"Three Strangers" and "The Fabu-
lous Thirties."

Metro's Four for October

Four pictures are on M-G-M's re-

lease schedule for October. They
are "Escape," co-starring Norma
Shearer and Robert Taylor; "Third
Finger, Left Hand," starring Myrna
Loy, with Melvyn Douglas; "Dulcy,"
starring Ann Sothern, with Ian Hun-
ter, Roland Young, Reginald Gardi-
ner and Billie Burke, and "Hullaba-
loo," featuring Frank Morgan.

Will Build in Dalton

Dalton, Ga. — Manning & Wink,
operators of a chain of theaters in

Georgia, Tennessee and Alabama,
will construct a new theater here.

(Continued from Page 1)

as vice-president and Haydon Mills
as secretary. Main offices will be in
Hollywood with branches in Chicago
and New York City.

The new organization will under-
take distribution of coin-box films to

an estimated 500,000 locations with-
in the next five years. The Roosevelt
production unit agrees to produce 60
per cent of the musical films re-
quired. Forty subjects will be ready
by Dec. 1.

RKO Managerial Shifts

In New York Met. Area

Addition of the Pelham, Marble
Hill and Castle Hill Theaters to the
RKO Circuit in New York has re-

sulted in six personnel promotions by
John J. O'Connor.
James Fitzpatrick advances from

assistant manager of the RKO Coli-

seum to the managership of the RKO
Pelham; Fred Smith, RKO Albee as-
sistant, becomes manager of the RKO
Orpheum; Allan Warth steps up from
treasurer to assistant manager of
the RKO Albee and Edward Mc-
Donough from student manager into

the position vacated by Warth's pro-
motion. Edward Pyne, student man-
ager at the 86th Street, has been in-

stalled as assistant manager of the
RKO Castle Hill, and Carl Siegel,

chief of service at the RKO Fordham,
will be assistant manager at the
RKO Pelham Theater.

In addition to these promotions,
the following transfers will be made:
Max Mink, from RKO Regent to RKO
Castle Hill as manager; Max Sloven,

from RKO Roosevelt to RKO Regent
as manager; Martin Rosen, from
RKO Empire to RKO Roosevelt as
manager; Louis Friedman, from Mid-
town to the Empire as manager;
Harold Daly, from RKO Orpheum
to RKO Marble Hill as manager, and
Herman Slepian from RKO Pelham
to RKO Coliseum as assistant man-
ager.

WB Sets October Quartet
Warner releases for October are

as follows: 5, "Knute Rockne—All

American"; 12, "Father Is A
Prince"; 19, "A Dispatch From Reu-
ter's"; 26, "Tugboat Annie Sails

Again."

Lubitsch Signs Burgess Meredith
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Ernst Lubitsch has

signed Burgess Meredith for the sec-

ond lead in his as yet untitled ro-

mantic comedy for UA, which will

star Merle Oberon and Melvyn Doug-
las.

Two Shorts to Plug

Red Cross Campaign

(Continued from Page 1)

drive to get the largest possible num-
ber of theaters to participate in the
annual Red Cross drive for member-
ship.

Emphasizing that participation in

the drive is voluntary, Maj. L. E.
Thompson, general chairman, has is-

sued a statement saying in part:

"We believe that as showmen we
can so publicize the Annual Roll
Call membership campaign of the
American Red Cross, which starts

Nov. 11 this year, in each city and
locality where there are motion pic-

ture theaters that it will enable the
Red Cross greatly to increase its en-

rollment."
Participating exhibs. will be sup-

plied with two short subjects. The
first, a 400-footer produced by War-
ner Bros., is to be shown during the
first week of the drive. Subject pic-

tures the Red Cross benefit in Hol-
lywood, shows Red Cross activities

all over the world and features
Deanna Durbin in a song dedicated
to the organization. During the sec-

ond week, theaters will show the of-

ficial Red Cross trailer, running one
minute and featuring Priscilla Lane.

Local Red Cross chapters will sup-

ply flags, Roll Call posters and dis-

play cards for lobby and exterior
decoration, to any theaters that will

use them. Managers will be urged
to develop any additional publicity

they can devise.

No collections will be taken up in

theaters, the object of the drive be-
ing to urge patrons to join the Roll

Call through their local Red Cross
chapters.
The committee, headquartering at

28 W. 44th St., consists of Joseph
Bernhard, Warner Bros.; Harry
Brandt, ITOA of New York; H. A.
Cole, Allied; Leonard Goldenson,
Paramount; Ed Kuykendall,
MPTOA: C. C. Moskowitz, Loew's;
Robert H. Poole, Pacific Coast Con-
ference; Spyros P. Skouras, National
Theaters; L. E. Thompson, RKO;
Walter Vincent, MPTOA; and Na-
than Yamins, Allied.

Charge Story Plagiarized

Suit for an injunction, an account-
ing and damages against 20th-Fox
by Izola Forrester Page and Mann
Page in the New York Supreme
Court was disclosed Friday when
20th-Fox asked for a modification of
a bill of particulars. Plaintiffs claim
plagiarism of their story "Joyous"
in the film "The Poor Little Rich
Girl" starring Shirley Temple.

"U" Signs Meredith, Hervey
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Universal has signed

Burgess Meredith and Irene Hervey
for the leads in "San Francisco
Docks" by Stanley Rubin and Edward
L. Hartmann. Barry Fitzgerald,

Raymond Waiburn and Robert Arm-
strong will be in the cast.



NEW STANDARDS
DF PERFORMANCE

THEIR versatility, backed by unvarying

dependability, makes the use of Eastman

negative films imperative to meet mod-

ern production demands. These raw-film

favorites have established new high stand-

ards of performance, bringing faithful

realism to the screen. Eastman Kodak

Company, Rochester, N. Y.

J. E. BRULATOUR, INC., Distributors

Fort Lee Chicago Hollywood

PEES-X SEPER-XX
for general studio use when little light is available

DACKGROEND-X
for backgrounds and general exterior srorh

EASTMAN NEGATIVE FILMS



b T

S T

Intimate in Character
International in Scope
Independent in Thought

I

LE COPY

The Daily Nvwipapei
Of Motion Pictures
Twenty-Two Years Old

If
VOL. 78, NO. 60 NEW YORK, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1940 TEN CENTS

SIMPLICITY MARKS ARBITRATION SETUP

III.UTORaps Decree; Suggests 25% Cancellation
Wrong Allocation of Films
In Price Brackets Called
Most Glaring Distrib. Evil

Springfield, III.—The United The-
ater Owners of Illinois has un-
limbered its heavy verbal artillery

and opened fire on the terms of the

proposed consent decree in the New-
York equity suit.

In a letter to Attorney General
Thurman W. Arnold, Prexy Edward
G. Zorn of the UTO suggests that
if the Government really wants to

help the exhibitors, it should de-

mand a 25 per cent cancellation

(.Continued on Page 3

1

Expect Legislation

In III. to Hit High

Springfield, 111. — Legislation af-

fecting theater men scheduled for
introduction at the next session of

the Illinois Legislature will hit a
new high, and to tackle the situa-

tion thus presented, the UTO of Il-

linois will hold a meeting of South-
ern Illinois exhibs. at the Hotel Em-
merson, Mt. Vernon, on Oct. 10.

A proposed 3 per cent tax on gross
admissions will come in for special

(Continued on Page 6)

Twin City Exhibitors

Squawking on Terms

Minneapolis—A meeting of Twin
City independent Allied exhibitors

has been called for tomorrow, to

:onsider what exhibitors have termed
the "utterly unreasonable" demands

(Continued on Page 6)

Yale Calls Steffen,

IVick-Weston Nemesis
St. Louis—Roscoe T. Steffen, special

assistant to the United States Attorney-
Ceneral, who successfully headed the

prosecution of John P. Nick, former
IATSE vice-prexy, and Clyde A. Weston,
ex-business agent of Local 143, Opera-
tors, left yesterday to return to his post
as professor at Yale University, Steffen

has been in charge of the St. Louis office

of the anti-trust division. He teaches
commercial law in Yale Law School.

DEFENSE TAX SWELLS U.S. "TAKE"
At/gust Admissions Levy of $4,407,097 is Gain of

of $2,893,629 Over 1939 Collections

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The first substantial

gain under the new defense tax, was
shown yesterday in the report of

the Internal Revenue Bureau for ad-

missions tax collections for August.
The August collection was report-

ed at $4,407,097.18, compared to $1,-

513,468.12 for August of 1939, repre-
senting a gain of $2,893,629.06. The

August, 1940, figure is also $2,756,-

934.27 more than the July, 1940, col-

lection of $1,650,162.91.
Broadway area collections show a

similar gain, with the August, 1940,

collection at $549,591.82 compared to

$336,191.27 for the same month of

last year. This represents a gain of

$213,400.55, and is $64,930.95 more
than the $484,660.87 collection for

the previous month of July, 1940.

Philly Court Sees Nick, Weston Draw

"Ramparts" Today Fine, Five Years

Philadelphia — Controversy stem-
ming from the action of the Penn-
sylvania Censor Board in banning
the German-made "Baptism of Fire"
footage in the M of T's "The Ram-
parts We Watch" today nears its cli-

max.
William C. Mason and Sidney

Krauss, counsel for M of T, went
(Continued on Page 8)

St. Louis—Federal Judge Collet

yesterday sentenced John P. Nick,

former vice-president of the IATSE,
and Clyde A. Weston, ex-business
agent of Local No. 143 of the op-

erators union, to serve five years in

Federal prison and to pay fines of

$10,000 each. Sentence was passed

(Continued on Page 6)

B & K Reported Ready
To End Triples in Chi.

Col. J. B. Webb, Scheduled
Hays Visitor, Sub's Victim

Chicago—Triple features were re-

ported last night to have received
their death blow in the shape of a
decision by B & K to drop them at

(Continued on Page 8)

Col. J. Baldwin Webb, M.P., re-

ported missing after the sinking by
a German U-boat of a Canada-bound
liner with a loss of at least 283, in-

cluding 83 British children, was wfde-
(Continued on Page 6)

RKO and Disney Renew Pact
Covers Two Cartoon Features, Also Shorts

Production by Fine Arts

Waits on War Adjustment

Franklyn Warner, producing head
of Fine Arts Pictures, will hold fu-
ture production activities in abey-
ance until the domestic market ad-

l

justs itself to war conditions
abroad, it was learned yesterday,
following Warner's return to the

(Continued on Page 6)

Renewal of Walt Disney's distri-

bution contract with RKO was an-

nounced yesterday by George J.

Schaefer, RKO president, who re-

vealed that two feature-length car-

toons were included in the deal.

The two features are "Bambi"
and "The Reluctant Dragon," both
in production. New pact also ex-

tends the present short subject

agreement, and was negotiated by
(Continued on Page 3)

Rules Provide for Decision
Within 30 Days After Hear-
ings; Lining Up Arbitrators

Copies of a draft providing
for complete procedure and
rules governing the hearing of
complaints filed by exhibitors against
the five distributing companies which
have accepted the proposed consent
decree were forwarded yesterday to

Washington, to home offices of the
majors, and to the Legal Advisory
Council of the American Arbitration
Association.
The draft, which covers arbitra-

tion of disputes over clearance and
runs, is couched in simple language

(Continued on Page 8)

Conn. MPTO Assails

Proposed Decree

New Haven — The Connecticut

MPTO, meeting here yesterday,

voted its opposition to the proposed
consent decree in the New York
equity suit, and authorized Herman
N. Levy, executive secretary, to

place its views before Assistant At-

torney General Thurman W. Arnold.

The unit contends that the decree

(Continued on Page 3)

RKO Tries Plan to Satisfy

Both Singles, Duals Fans

RKO Proctor's 86th St. Theater

has revised its schedule so that its

principal feature will start at 9:30

P.M., in order to satisfy both the

single and double feature fans.

Plan was adopted following a sur-

(Continucd on Page 6)

Uniform Braid Turns
Ushers into Majors

Denver—Those snappy uniforms have

been doffed by the Denver theater's

ushers at the suggestion of the Army's
Adjutant General's office.

It seems the braid used by the de-

signer made 'em all Army majors.

Manager Bernie Hynes noted the

ushers were getting plenty of salutes,

but thought it was just a gag.

He knows better, now.
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Springfield, 111.—The United The-
ater Owners of Illinois has un-
Jimbered its heavy verbal artillery

and opened fire on the terms of the
proposed consent decree in the New
York equity suit.

In a letter to Attorney General
Thurman W. Arnold, Prexv Edward
G. Zorn of the UTO suggests that
if the Government really wants to

nelp the exhibitors, it should de-

mand a 25 per cent cancellation
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DEFENSE TAX SWELLS U.S. "TAKE"
August Admissions Levy of $4,407,097 is Gain of

of $2,893,629 Over 1939 Collections

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The first substantial

gain under the new defense tax, was
shown yesterday in the report of

the Internal Revenue Bureau for ad-

missions tax collections for August.
The August collection was report-

ed at $4,407,097.18, compared to $1,-

513,468.12 for August of 1939, repre-
senting a gain of $2,893,629.06. The

August, 1940, figure is also $2,756,-

934.27 more than the July, 1940, col-

lection of $1,650,162.91.
Broadway area collections show a

similar gain, with the August, 1940,

collection at $549,591.82 compared to

$336,191.27 for the same month of

last year. This represents a gain of

$213,400.55, and is $64,930.95 more
than the $484,660.87 collection for

the previous month of July, 1940.

Expect Legislation Philly Court Sees Nick, Weston Draw

In III. to Hit High "Ramparts" Today Fine, Five Years

Springfield, 111. — Legislation af-

'ecting theater men scheduled for
ntroduction at the next session of

he Illinois Legislature will hit a
jew high, and to tackle the situa-

ion thus presented, the UTO of II-

inois will hold a meeting of South-
ern Illinois exhibs. at the Hotel Em-
nerson, Mt. Vernon, on Oct. 10.

A proposed 3 per cent tax on gross
dmissions will come in for special

(Continued on Page 6)

Twin City Exhibitors

Squawking on Terms

Minneapolis—A meeting of Twin
"ity independent Allied exhibitors

las been called for tomorrow, to

onsider what exhibitors have termed
[he "utterly unreasonable" demands

(Continued on Page 6)
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Yale Calls Steffen,

ISich-Weston Nemesis
St. Louis—Roscoe T. Steffen, special

assistant to the United States Attorney-
General, who successfully headed the

prosecution of John P. Nick, former
IATSE vice-prexy, and Clyde A. Weston,
ex-business agent of Local 143, Opera-
tors, left yesterday to return to his post

as professor at Yale University. Steffen
has been in charge of the St. Louis office

of the anti-trust division. He teaches
commercial law in Yale Law School.

Philadelphia — Controversy stem-
ming from the action of the Penn-
sylvania Censor Board in banning
the German-made "Baptism of Fire"
footage in the M of T's "The Ram-
parts We Watch" today nears its cli-

max.
William C. Mason and Sidney

Krauss, counsel for M of T, went
(Continued on Page 8)

St. Louis—Federal Judge Collet

yesterday sentenced John P. Nick,

former vice-president of the IATSE,
and Clyde A. Weston, ex-business
agent of Local No. 143 of the op-

erators union, to serve five years in

Federal prison and to pay fines of

$10,000 each. Sentence was passed

(Continued on Page 6)

B & K Reported Ready
To End Triples in Chi.

Chicago—Triple features were re-

ported last night to have received
their death blow in the shape of a
decision by B & K to drop them at

(Continued on Page 8)

Col. J. B. Webb, Scheduled
Hays Visitor, Sub's Victim

Col. J. Baldwin Webb, M.P., re-

ported missing after the sinking by
a German U-boat of a Canada-bound
liner with a loss of at least 283, in-

cluding 83 British children, was wide-
(Continued on Page 6)

RKO and Renew Pact
Covers Two Cartoon Features, Also Shorts

Production by Fine Arts

Waits on War Adjustment

Franklyn Warner, producing head
of Fine Arts Pictures, will hold fu-

ture production activities in abey-
ance until the domestic market ad-
justs itself to war conditions
abroad, it was learned yesterday,
following Warner's return to the

(Continued on Page 6)

Renewal of Walt Disney's distri-

bution contract with RKO was an-
nounced yesterday by George J.

Schaefer, RKO president, who re-

vealed that two feature-length car-

toons were included in the deal.

The two features are "Bambi"
and "The Reluctant Dragon," both
in production. New pact also ex-

tends the present short subject
agreement, and was negotiated by

(Continued on Page 3)

Rules Provide for Decision
Within 30 Days After Hear-
ings; Lining Up Arbitrators

Copies of a draft providing
for complete procedure and
rules governing the hearing of
complaints filed by exhibitors against
the five distributing companies which
have accepted the proposed consent
decree were forwarded yesterday to

Washington, to home offices of the

majors, and to the Legal Advisory
Council of the American Arbitration
Association.
The draft, which covers arbitra-

tion of disputes over clearance and
runs, is couched in simple language

(Continued on Page 8)

Conn. MPTO Assails

Proposed Decree

New Haven — The Connecticut

MPTO, meeting here yesterday,

voted its opposition to the proposed
consent decree in the New York
equity suit, and authorized Herman
N. Levy, executive secretary, to

place its views before Assistant At-
torney General Thurman W. Arnold.

The unit contends that the decree

(Continued on Page 3)

RKO Tries Plan to Satisfy

Both Singles, Duals Fans

RKO Proctor's 86th St. Theater
has revised its schedule so that its

principal feature will start at 9:30

P.M., in order to satisfy both the

single and double feature fans.

Plan was adopted following a sur-

(Continued on Page 6)

Uniform Braid Turns
Ushers into Majors

Denver—Those snappy uniforms have

been doffed by the Denver theater's

ushers at the suggestion of the Army's
Adjutant General's office.

It seems the braid used by the de-

signer made 'em all Army majors.

Manager Bernie Hynes noted the

ushers were getting plenty of salutes,

but thought it was just a gag.

He knows better, now.
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 1% 1% 1% + Vs
Col. Picts. vtc. (2'/2%) 5'A 51/4 51/4+ V4
Collumbia Picts. pfd.. 203,4 20% 20% + %
Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd
East. Kodak 13834 137y4 1383^ + 2%
do pfd 175 174 174 — 1

Gen. Th. Eq 10 9% 10 + %
Loew's, Inc 263/8 253/4 263/3 + 5/8

do pfd
Paramount 7% 634 7 + '/g

Paramount 1st pfd... 8434 8434 843,4 -f- 34
Paramount 2nd pfd.. . 9 83^ 8% — l/4
Pathe Film 10V4 10V4 10V4
RKO New 2% 23/8 2% + 1/4

RKO $6 pfd 351/2 35 351/2 + 11/2

20th Century-Fox . . .
6l/

2 6Vg 61/2 + 1/4

20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 25/8 2i/2 2'/2
do pfd 35 35 35

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3i/

2 s46. . 104% 1043/8 1047/8 + %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3i/4s47 911/4 91% 91 1/4 — i/

2
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 13/4 134 13^ _(- l/8
Technicolor 9% 9'/2 9% — %
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc... 1% 3% 3% — %
Universal Picts

May Reopen Cleveland Ohio
Cleveland—Loew's may reopen the

Ohio Theater which has been dark
for more than three years. Joseph
Vogel, Loew's theater executive, was
here last week to investigate the ad-
visability of operating the theater.

Plan New Rockford House
Rockford, 111.—H. M. Van Metre

and Associates, who control several
houses here, are planning to build a
800-seater modernistic theater on
the North Side.

NWMP Premiere Receipts
j

Decision Reserved
For Ambulance Equipment In Loaning of Stars

Entire b.o. receipts of the five-

theater world premiere of NWMP in

Regina, Saskatchewan, on Oct. 21,
will be turned over to the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police for the
purchase of field ambulance equip-
ment, Prexy Barney Balaban of
Paramount was informed via long
distance yesterday by N. L. Nathan-
son, head of the Famous Players
Canadian.
Nathanson also reported the book-

ing of "Northwest Mounted Po-
lice" on either Oct. 24 or 25 in the
following Canadian key city the-

aters: Capitol, Vancouver; Capitol,
Edmonton; Capitol, Winnipeg; Cap-
itol, Ottawa; Uptown, Toronto;
Loew's, Montreal; Capitol, Halifax.
A variation of 24 hours in these
booking dates has been made in or-

der to permit Madeleine Carroll,

who will attend the Regina world
premiere, to visit as many as pos-

sible of these keys.

Photographic-Projection

Exports Off in August

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—Exports of photogra-

phic and projection goods declined in

August, 1940, compared to the same
month of 1939, the Department of

Commerce reported yesterday. Aug-
ust, 1940, figure was $1,265,000, com-
pared to $1,495,000, a drop of $230,-

000. The eight-month period ending
in August also declined from $12,-

706,000 in 1939 to $10,636,000, rep-

resenting a decrease of $2,070,000.

IATSE Adds First New
Mich. Local In 16 Years

Detroit—Local 735 has been es-

tablished at Mount Clemens as the
first new IATSE local in Michigan
in 16 years. Jurisdiction adjoins
that of the big Detroit local, and
covers Macomb County and some
smaller towns in Oakland County.
Officers are: Bert Penzine, president;
Fritz DeVanteir, vice-president; Dan
Defenbaugh, secretary; Norman Pin-
gel, treasurer, and T. E. Bauman,
business agent.

Phillips Back From Chi.

Louis Phillips, Paramount attor-

ney, returned over the week-end
from Chicago where he worked on
the briefs in the Government's con-
tempt cast against B & K. Date
for the trial rests with the master,
although it is understood that a de-

lay will be sought pending the out-
come of the consent decree in New
York.

Liebeskind Returning to U. S.

Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)—Nat
Liebeskind, former RKO general
manager in South America, was
tendered a testimonial dinner by
Argentine exhibs. before he sailed
for the U. S. Liesbeskind has been
succeeded by Ben Y. Cammack.

New York Supreme Court Justice

Aron Steuer yesterday reserved de-

cision on an application of Select

Theaters Corp. for an injunction

against Nan Rae and Maude Davis

to restrain alleged violation of an
employment contract. Defendants ask

for a ruling that contracts employ-
ing artists with the right to the

plaintiff to loan out the artists to

film and stage producers are sub-

ject to the theatrical agency law of

New York.
The defendants contend that stage

producers, when loaning stars, are

acting as agents and are limited to

a five per cent commission and must
obtain a license.

Lawrence, Freeman's Aide;
To Handle Press for AMPP
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—J. B. L. "Jock" Law-

rence yesterday assumed his new
duties as assistant to Y. Frank Free-

man, prexy of the AMPP, a newly
created post.

Lawrence, who until recently was
Sam Goldwyn's production aide, will

have charge of press relations for

the AMPP, and will work closely

with the studio publicity directors'

committee.

In New York yesterday, it was
said that Lawrence actuallv re-

places Tom Pettey, who resigned
some time ago to join PM.

Joseph Kennedy Expected
To Leave Post in London

London cables yesterday to the
effect that Joseph P. Kennedy
within the next two or three months
would resign as U. S. envoy served
to revive reports that the former
exec, would return to the industry,
nrovided thp President did not call

him to another Government post.

Fix Skouras Trial Date Oct. 7

Date of the trial of the Govern-
ment case against Georsre P. Skou-
ras, Skouras Theaters Corp., Ktima
Corp., and Harvey B. Newins will be
fixed on Oct. 7 under a postponement
order made yesterday by Federal
Judge James P. Leamy. The post-
ponement was caused by the inabil-

ity to obtain a Federal Judge to

hear the case.

Muth In Auto Crash
Russell Muth. European director

of Movietone News under Truman
Talley, who is currently here, is

recuperating at his Poughkeepsie
home after an automobile accident
Friday. Muth suffered several
cracked ribs among other injuries.

Amusement Stocks Gain
Amusement stocks on the Bis:

Board strengthened yesterday, with
Eastman Kodak common leading the
procession with a 2% point gain,
closing at 138%. Other gains were
essentially factional.

COmiM and GOinG

LOUIS B. MAYER and HOWARD STR1CKLINC
arrive here this week from the Coast.

A. W. SMITH, JR., RKO sales manager, flew
to Chicago last night. He returned over the
week-end from Canada.

FRANKLYN WARNER flew back to the Coast
Sunday after a short New York stay.

W. C. GEHRING, Central division manage1

.

for 20th-Fox, left last night for Detroit. He
returns to the home office this week-end.

ROY H. HAINES, Eastern and Canadian divi-

sion manager for Warners, returns to New York
Monday after a swing through his territory.

LEE MARCUS, RKO producer, is here from the
Coast.

FRANK L. NEWMAN, Northwest division man-
ager for National Theaters, is here for a few
days on business.

A. A. SCHUBART, RKO manager of exchange
operations, is back at his desk after a trip to

Chicago.

LILLIAN BOND has arrived from the Coast.

LOUIS PHILLIPS, Paramount counsel, has re-

turned from Chicago.

PHIL REISMAN, RKO foreign manager, has
sailed from Buenos Aires for the U. S., with
a stop at Rio scheduled.

R. J. BRENNER, Metro manager in Chile,

MRS. BRENNER, and their son, RICHARD, ar-

rived here yesterday from South America on
the Santa Elena.

JAMES ROOSEVELT is at the Waldorf.

RALPH B. AUSTRIAN, assistant vice-president
of RCA Photophone, is en route to Hollywood.

HARRY JOSLIN, president of the Miami
operators' local, leaves for Florida this morning

|

by car after a week's stay in New York.

S. M. SACHS, of the RKO branch in Dallas,

is at the Warwick.

JAMES STEWART left for the Coast yester-

day after a brief New York visit.

EUGEN SHARIN, vice-president of Fortrade

Corp., is on the Coast.

MARIAN MARSH is at the Essex House.
JIMMY RITZ and his wife have returned to

the Coast.

JACK BENNY has returned to Hollywood.

CHARLES BOYER is expected here this week
from the Coast.

CHRIS BUCKLEY, General Stark, Bennington,

Vt. and owner of Harmanus Hall, Albany, is

fishing in Canada and will stay a fortnight.

WILLIAM ELDER and MRS. ELDER, formerly

with Loew-Poli, New Haven, now with Loew's

at Harrisburg, visited in New Haven.

WILL SCRANTON, Ampro sales manager, is on

a vacation tour through New England states.

AARON JONES, SR., Jones, Linick O Schaefer

circuit prexy, is vacationing in Atlantic City.

HARRY WENZEL, Advertising Accessories

manager at New Haven, is vacationing in Maine.

CHARLES LAZARUS, Metro New Haven book-

er, is spending a week at Old Orchard Beach.

WILL ECKHARDT, 20th Century-Fox assistant

director, has returned to Hollywood, after a visit
J

with his parents in Chicago.

WHEN MINUTES
MEAN MONEY-

TELEGRAPH VIA

Tostal
Telegraph
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED IN

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE BILL.
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(| RKO, Walt Disney

r' Renew Contract

(Continued from Page 1)

Schaefer, Roy Disney, Ned Depinet,
Gunther Lessing and Gordon E.

% Youngman.
) "The Reluctant Dragon" is near-
ing completion and will be released
late this year or early in 1941.

"Bambi" has been in production
for more than two years.

Due to the nature of "Fantasia,"
newest Disney feature, the picture

will be handled by the Disney or-

ganization, Schaefer said in explain-
ing the situation which has caused
some confusion within the industry.
Picture will be roadshowed with
special technical equipment in espe-
cially altered theaters.

Symposium on Attendance
Stimulus to be Held Today!

A symposium designed to discuss
means of attracting juvenile and
adult patronage to theaters, in addi-
tion to manufacturers' products will

be held at the Advertising Club,
today at 3 p.m., under sponsor-
ship of the Junior Americans of the
United States, Inc.

Scheduled speakers include: Dr.
Goodwin Watson, Teachers College;
Millicent Baum, educational aide to

Mayor LaGuardia; Dr. William Jan-
sen, representing Dr. Harold Camp-
bell, superintendent of schools; Dr.
Charles Eichel, principal of P. S. 202,
Brooklyn; and Dr. M. M. Chambers,
American Youth Commission.
Junior Americans of the U. S. has

Eli Gottlieb, formerly of Columbia,
as executive vice-president.

Conn. MPTO Assails

Proposed Consent Decree

(Continued from Page 1)

will aggravate the block-booking
problem, will add a sales burden on
exhibitors and will utterly fail to

accomplish the intended good pur-
poses.

ATIO Meets in Indianapolis
Indianapolis—The ATOI's annual

convention and trade show Nov. 11

and 12, will be held at the Hotel An-
tlers, Indianapolis, Marc Wolf, has
been named convention chairman.

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Winfield R. Sheehan

A. L. Rockett

Julia Faye

Harvey B. Day

Ben Blake

T T T
9 • © YES'DAY in Ye Hotel Astor via a luncheon was
officiary launched the Seventh Annual "Night of Stars" which

will be held on Nov. 27 in Madison Sq. Garden Yep, the luncheon

wa; warr'-i-g Lu not nealy so much as the dynamic speech of

Jonah B. Wise who outlined current iunclionings of Jewish refugee

relief for the continuance of which the "Night of Stars" will

this year take on an even greater role and meaning Marvin

Schenck who is co-chairman wilh Louis K. Sidney of the event's

producing committee assured Chairman Nathan Straus and the

assemblage that the great stage show of former years will

be exceeded by the forthcoming 1940 version Since the Messrs.

Schenck and Sidney have a neat little way with them of "topping"

former eflorts the promise can be readily set down as a fact

T T
• • • SOME of the many reasons why Mister Marvin

Schenck spoke with such confidence are to be found

on the very committee which he and Lou Sidney head

namely, Irving Berlin, Eddie Cantor, George M. Cohan, Ernie

Emerling, Ted Friend, Harry Hershfield, Lester B. Isaac

Arthur Knoor, Abe Lastfogel, Leon Leonidoff, William Morris,

Billy Rose, John Shubert and all the other possessed o' talent

gents

T T
• • • MITZI Cummings niece of Louis B. Mayer has

left her writer's job at Metro's studios to enter the radio field

as a penner of air chows She's just completed "If It Weren't For

Casey." a Hollywood real-life story and "The Port of Dead Ships,"

a sea yarn for kids Shows will be produced by Ted Green

in charge of production for Radio House ... • Speaking of writing

Rudolph G. Liszt, make-up magician who's as handy with a

typewriter authoring articles (and books) as he is with creating

facial guises is preparing a new full-page (at least) arlicle for The

American Weekly titled "The Three Ages of Make-up"

Y Y
• • • THE Motion Picture Baseball League's 1940 season

is now history with Consolidated Film's aggregation

the champs Other cups awarded are to Paramount's team

for most games won and Consolidated for runner-up in the

games-nabbed bracket and most runs scored, respectively

Teams participating in the play-offs are Consolidated, Paramount,

Skouras and Metro

V V
• • • STUFF: Dear Lilian Bond,—Didja bring them gorgeous

gladiolas into N. Y. from Fort Worth? We hear that Phil Fischer o'

Hollywood Amusement Co. has just obtained copyright on a new fea-

ture or colyum entitled "Diggin' Up The News In Hollywood" by Hal E.

Wood (welcome to Hal E. Wood from his nom de plume-ish pal, Phil M.

Daly) That was a swell li'l farewell nooza release which Ed Knight

issued on his taking leave of the French Line as latter's publicity chief

to serve w'.th the 71st Infantry Our coveted Order of Applause

(with two palms) gees to Gabe Yorke for his highly efficient work

anent the Texas premieres o' Mister Goldwyn's "The Westerner" last

week '..Hampton W. Howard, former Fleischer Studios publicity

director has been named general manager of Women Flyers

of America, Inc Henry James Ferris, Springfield. Mass., the-

ater manager has enlisted in the Marines Morrie Abrams has

stepped down as Metro exploiteer in Minneapolis after 22 years

Mrs. Marion Ducklow, inspectress in Columbia's Cincy exchange for 20

years, has retired

Illinois UTO Raps

Consent Decree

(Continued from Page 1)

privilege "with the exhibitors' right
to a voice in the price brackets to

which a given picture is designated."
Zorn's letter in full:

"The United Theater Owners of
Illinois strenuously object to the
proposed provision in the consent
decree limiting the sale of pictures
to 'blocks of five.' This method of
distributing film will confirm block-
booking, not eradicate it. It will
work untold hardships upon the
small town exhibitor both in time
and expense. His source of supply
will be jeopardized, availability of
pictures will be delayed and attrac-
tions will lose value as a conse-
quence. Most of the exhibitors' time
will be occupied with salesmen nego-
tiating for product.
"The most glaring abuse in the

mechanics of distribution is in the
wrong allocation of pictures in price

brackets by the distributor.

"If it is your intention to help
the exhibitor, and I believe it is, the
best way you can serve that purpose
is by insisting upon a 25 per cent
cancellation privilege with the ex-
hibitors' right to a voice in the price

brackets to which a given picture is

designated. Pictures should be al-

located as to price by mutual con-
sent according to their merits.

"The block of five provision will

harm, rather than help, the exhibitor
and will serve no public purpose. We
respectfully request that it will not
be imposed upon the exhibitor."

Five Studios Starting

Seven Features This Week
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Seven pictures are

scheduled to go into production this

week.

At Paramount: "Reaching for the
Sun" with Joel McCrea, Ellen Drew,
Albert Dekker, Eddie Bracken and
Billy Gilbert; Harry Sherman's
"Doomed Caravan" with William
Boyd and Russell Hayden.

At RKO-Radio: "Debutante, Inc."

with Kay Francis, James Ellison

and Mildred Coles; Harold Lloyd's
"Three Girls and A Gob" with Lu-
cille Ball, George Murphy and Ed-
mund O'Brien.

At Universal: "San Francisco
Docks."

At Warners: "Trial and Error"
with Thomas Mitchell.

At Monogram: "Phantom of Chi-

natown" starring Keye Luke.

Oldfield to Colors
Lincoln, Neb.—Journal's movie edi-

tor, Barney Oldfield, who FILM DAILY
surveys found to be the busiest film re-

viewer for 5 years, seeing more than 500
annually, is being called up for service

as an infantry captain. He will be
mobilized with the 35th Division in

November, at Little Rock, Ark.
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JAMES CAGNEY
ANN SHERIDAN

JOTY FOR CONQUEST'**
FRANK CRAVEN • DONALD CRISP • FRANK McHUGH

George Tobias ARTHUR KENNEDY • Jerome Cowan

AN ANATOLE LITVAK PRODUCTION
Screen Play by John Wexley From the Novel by Aben Kandel
Music by Max Steiner • A Warner Bros. -First National Ptctur©

KNUTE ROCKNE-ALL AMERICAN'
w ilh Pat O'Brien

GALE PAGE • RONALD REAGAN • DONALD CRISP

Directed by LLOYD BACON
Original Screen Play by Robert Buckner * Based upon the private

papers of Mrs. Rockne, and the reports of Rockne's intimate

associates ond friends • A Warner Bros. -First National Picture

. . . While

JAMES STEWART
and

ROSALIND RUSSEL
in
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turned out to be the

biggest comedy clean-up

since 'Brother Rat'
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{Continued from Page 1)

attention at the parley, expected to

attract 75 exhibs., with Prexy Ed-
ward G. Zorn of Pontiac presiding.

During* the two months the UTOI
has been organized the membership
list has grown past the 250 mark.
Offices will be opened in Springfield

by Oct. 1, according to Executive
Secretary William F. Crouch.
The fight against "free movies"

started by the association is making
excellent progress, it is learned.

Election of eight additional mem-
bers to the Board of Directors is

scheduled Oct. 10.

F. C. Souttar, of Fox Midwest
Theaters, St. Louis; C. L. Reed, Il-

linois theater, Newman; John B.

Giachetto, Frisina Circuit, Spring-
field and George Barber, Gem the-

ater, Villa Grove have been named
on the committee for arrangements,
for the meeting. Homer Marvel,
manager of the Granada, Plaza and
Royal theaters in Mount Vernon,
will act as host.

RKO Tries Plan to Satisfy

Both Singles, Duals Fans

{Continued from Page 1)

vey of the area as to preferences of

patrons and it was learned that most
persons preferred to see the top at-

traction at a time which would not

make it necessary for them to rush
through their dinners in order to

catch the start of the picture. Those
who wish to see only the one picture

may leave about 11 o'clock, while

those who want to see both features

can remain.
New policy starts Thursday with

"Lucky Partners" and "Men Against
the Sky" as the attractions. If suc-

cessful, plan will be adopted in other

theaters of the RKO circuit.

Tri-State MPTO to Meet
In Memphis Oct. 13-14

Memphis, Tenn.—Annual conven-
tion of the MPTO of Arkansas, Mis-
sissippi and Tennessee will be held

in the Hotel Gayoso here Oct. 13-14,

it is announced by Prexy R. X. Wil-
liams.

Alexandria Theaters
tgnore Italian Raids
Alexandria (By Air Mail)— Italian air

raids, almost daily since June 11, have
not interrupted the local film industry.

No theaters have been closed, although
all are sandbagged to a height of more
than 10 feet. The curfew hour is mid-
night.

Aside from the barring of Cerman and
Italian pictures, the Egyptian authorities

have not restricted the industry. News-
reels from the U. S. and England are

subtitled in Arabian, French, and Greek.

Most of the important features being
shown came from the U. 5., Britain, and
France.

Hollywood Behind the Times With Brotidwuy
footage; iVetv Background Shots Requested

The Broadway Association has sent wires to major studios pointing out that their

present background shots of Broadway aie ante-dared. H. Frederick bright, managing
director, requested the companies to rake new stock shots ot the Times bquare area as

me present ones include White Way features that are no longer existent.

Twin City Exhibitors

Squawking on Terms
Nick and Weston Draw
5 Years, $10,000 Fine

{Continued from Page 1)

on the part of distributors for 1940-

41 contracts.
Twin City, as well as Northwest

exhibitors, are pointing to a map
released by the United States News
showing that Minnesota has received
only a million dollars in defense con-

cracts and that North and South Da-
kota have received no contracts or

Denehts from the Government's de-

fense spending, or from war orders

abroad.
"It must be obvious to any fair

and impartial mind that conditions

m the Northwest cannot be com-
pared with either the West Coast or

eastern industrial areas where bil-

lions of war and defense money are

being spent with airplane factories,

munitions makers, machine-tool mak-
ers, and other large industries. It

appears that local distributors are

not taking these facts into considera-

tion," said Fred Strom, executive

secretary, in a statement.
Northwest Allied asserts that as

of Sept. 15, a tabulation and analy-

sis of the Allied AID survey forms
returned to the local office show that

52 per cent of its members have not

signed any 1940-41 contracts. Of
the remaining 48 per cent, only one

of these has four deals, six of them
three deals, and the remainder, one

or two.

{Continued fiom Page 1)

after the couix overruled defense
motions for new trials.

Judge Collet imposed a sentence
01 nve years on eacn of the l'A counts
01 racketeering on wmch a jury last

Wednesday night voted Nick and
vvtston guilty out directed that the
sentences should run concurrently,
making the total prison term oniy
nve years. I he if>lu,00U fine was on
aie nrst count.

The defense attorneys pleaded
with Judge Coilet to "temper jus-

tice with mercy" because of the phy-
sical condition of JNick and Weston.
Judge Lionet fixed the appeal

oonas at $^5,uo0 for each aefenciant,

out later wnen advised by defense
uaey could not make a bond that
nigh for Weston, the court reduced
nis bond to $20,000.
The attorneys gave oral notice

chat they would appeal the convic-
cion to the United States Circuit
<^ourt of Appeals for the hiighth
judicial Circuit, citing Z3 alleged
errors committed by the Judge in

nis trial of the case.
Nick and Weston must still face

a state court charge of extortion
in connection with the $4,500 local

motion picture theater owners claim
was paid to Weston in the Fall of

lybY to forestall a threatened in-

crease in projectionists' wages.

Production by Fine Arts

Waits on War Adjustment

(Continued from Page 1)

Coast. Warner flew to New York
at the week-end for conferences.

The Fine Arts office in the Para-
mount Bldg. will remain open for

the handling of product previously

released, although it is understood
that the pictures may be turned over

to another company for distribution.

St. Louis Variety Club's
Benefit at Fox Oct. 12

St. Louis—The Variety Club of

St. Louis will run a special midnight
benefit at the Fox on Oct. 12. Harry
C. Arthur, Jr., chairman of the gen-

eral committee, has announced that

Al Pearce and Johnny Perkins will

headline the show which will include

20 vaudeville acts, a 24-girl line

from Sam Ryder's burlesque house,

and three bands. Show will be scaled

from $1.00 to $5.00 and a sell-out

will net about $10,000.

General committee also includes

Tony Matreci, Uptown; Lou Ansell,

Ansell Bros. Circuit; Harold W.
Evans, Loew's; Fred Wehrenberg,
MPTO of St. Louis; and Clarence
D. Hill, Columbia.

Col. J. B. Webb, Scheduled
Hays Visitor, Sub's Victim

(.Continued from Page 1)

ly known in the British trade and
was scheduled to confer here with
Will H. Hays, MPPDA prexy, it

was learned yesterday.
Webb, said to be interested in

the Dent circuit in Birmingham, Eng-
land, was a member of Parliament
for the Wrekin division of Shrop-
shire, and had frequently interested
himself in industry matters.
London cables yesterday said he

was bound for Canada on an official

Government mission. At the Hays
office yestreday, it was learned that
Colonel Webb was due here in con-
nection with the Voluntary Ambu-
lance Service, in which he was ex-
tremely active. It was expected that
Hays would serve as an unofficial

and informal mentor for him while
in New York.

Playwright Escapes Torpedoing
Montreal—Among the survivors of

a British liner en route to Canada
torpedoed with loss • of 293 lives,

including 87 children, was Arthur
Wimpens, British playwright, going
to Hollywood to join Alexander
Korda with whom he was associated
in many of Korda's productions.

«REVI6UJS'
"A Dispatch from

ReuterV
with Edward G. Robinson, Edna Best,

Eddie Albert

Warners 89 Mi

(HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW) j

FINELY PLAYED AND SUSPENSEF

NEWSPAPER STORY MAKES GOOD E

TERTAINMENT.

The trials and tribulations of Julius Reu
in establishing the first world-wide nev
gathering service, which still bears tl

name, have been picturized with tell

effect. The picture is dedicated to I

Fourth Estate, and pays an inspiring tribi

to fearless journalism.

Edward G. Robinson does excellent w<

as the founder, who had courage, wisd
and high ideals. Continuing in his f

work in American pictures, is Albert Bass
man, playing a staunch friend of Robins
Eddie Albert is especially good as an e

going, fun-loving associate of Robinson. /

other important member of the cast is G(
Lockhart as a banker who tries to take ;

vantage of his competitors. Edna Best gi

a nice performance as the young won
with whom Robinson falls in love.

Nigel Bruce does splendid work as

capitalist who always comes to Robinsc
aid. Otto Kruger, Montagu Love, Die

Moore, James Stephenson and Walter Kin
ford are among the capable principals.

William Dieterle has provided very prai

worthy directorial guidance, creating mi

suspense and gaining splendid, natural p
formances from his cast. Henry Blai

rates much credit as associate produi

Milton Krims fashioned an effective sere

play, based on the story by Valentine V
liams and Wolfgang Wilheim.

Robinson is scoffed at as a "pigeon fc

by people who believe his pigeon post

doomed to failure. But it is from this f

that he gets the idea for a wire serv

which would be the first with the news
news that was truthful. When he has I

speech of Napolean III (Walter Kingsfoi

wired to London, he wins the support of

staid, old London Times. His real fi

comes when the Anglo-Irish Company sei

about to give quicker service to the ne
papers. Quietly Robinson has a prit

telephone line built from Crookshaven
Queenstown. He scoops his rivals by sev

days on the assassination of President I

coin, and the news upsets the London st

market. He is called before Parliam

and while being denounced as unrelia

news comes from the American Ambass;
confirming the slaying.

CAST: Edward G. Robinson, Edna B

Eddie Albert, Albert Basserman, Gene Lc

hart, Otto Kruger, Nigel Bruce, Monl
Love, James Stephenson, Walter Kingsf

David Bruce, Dickie Moore, Billy Daw
Richard Nichols and Lumsden Hare.

CREDITS: Executive Producer, Hal

Wallis; Associate Producer, Henry Bla

Director, William Dieterle; Authors, V,

tine Williams and Wolfgang Wil
Screenplay, Milton Krims; Camera
James Wong Howe; Dialogue Directoi

Graham; Art Director, Anton Grot; E

Warren Low; Special Effects, Byron H
and Robert Burke; Musical Director,

F. Forbstein; Music, Max Steiner; Orchei

Arrangements, Hugo Friedhofer.

DIRECTION, Praise-Worthy. PHOTi

RAPHY, Very Good.
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Philly Court Sees

"Ramparts" Today

(Continued from Page 1)

into Common Pleas Court No. 3 yes-
terday and applied for an injunction
restraining the Board from interfer-
ing with the feature's exhibition in

this state.

The court, comprised of Judges
Howard A. Davis, Raymond Mac-
Neille and Byron Milner, will see
the pix at a special screening in the
Board's office this afternoon, after
which it may hand down its decision.

Deputy Attorney General Abraham
Levy will also attend the screening.

Official explanation offered by the
Board for banning the film is that,

"in the judgment of the Board, it

has a tendency to corrupt and debase
morals and is not proper."

Meanwhile, the Censor Board has
placed a large American flag in its

office.

The National Council on Freedom
from Censorship, affiliate of the Civil

Liberties Union, will seek to inter-

vene in the appeal from the decision
of the Pennsylvania Board of Cen-
sors banning the motion picture,

"The Ramparts We Watch."
In announcing the move, Quincy

Howe, chairman of the Council said:

"This unwarranted act of censor-
ship by the Pennsylvania Board of

Censors has no basis in reason. . . .

Attacks like this are in the totalitar-

ian tradition and are themselves
more damaging to the public interest

than anv film could be."

20th-Fox Signs Perlberg
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—William Perlberg has

been signed as associate producer at
20th Century-Fox and will report
there as soon as he finishes "This
Thing Called Love" at Columbia. He
has been with Columbia since 1938
and previous to that was with Wil-
liam Morris Agency.

M-G-M, Cartoonists Agree
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Agreement made be-

tween the Screen Cartoonists Guild
and M-G-M provides for 100 per cent
guild shop, 40 hours a week with time
and a half for holidays and double
time for Sundays and holidays. Min-
imum for animators is $85 a week.

Mrs. Schneider Dead
Mrs. Elizabeth Schneider, 78,

mother of William Schneider of Par-
amount's advertising-publicity de-

partment, died at her home, 8510
55th Ave., Elmhurst, yesterday.

Aircraft Factories
I sin?/ Balto. Ushers

Baltimore—Proximity of large aircraft

factories to Baltimore is providing local

exhibitor circles with a new type of

headache. Male ushers—most of them
within draft ages—are quitting theater

jobs for aviation work. Several circuits

report as many as half a dozen resigna-

tions a week.

Setup is Simple
Decisions Within 30 Days After Hearings

(Continued from Page 1)

and covers procedure, from the filing
of a complaint to recourse to the ap-
peals board. Under its rules, an
exhibitor, at any time,, may file a
written complaint with the clerk of
the arbitration office in the exhibi-
tors' exchange district. The clerk,

thereupon, notifies both the distribu-
tor and the theater whose clearance
or run is attacked. It was explained
that, accompanying the notice, a list

of the arbitrators on the exchange
district panel is also placed in the
hands of all parties. The parties
then strike out the names of arbitra-
tors unsatisfactory to them, and list

the remaining arbitrators in the or-

der of their preference.

Disregard Rules of Evidence

From both parties, the arbitrator
rating- the highest is selected to hear
the dispute. If the parties cannot
agree upon any one arbitrator, the
Association has the power to desig-
nate its own choice. A hearing is

thereupon held at which the exhibi-
tor or distributor may be repre-
sented by an attorney or any other
spokesman. Rules of evidence fol-

lowed in judicial hearings are dis-

regarded, and a party may present
anything which he considers helpful

to his cause.
The rules as now constituted pro-

vide for a decision in writing within
30 days. An appeal from this de-
cision may be taken by either side

to an appeals board, consisting of

three members, which will sit regu-
larly. The appeals board will prob-
ably hear appeals in New York City.

It is understood that rules govern-
ing the filing and hearing of ap-
peals have not been formulated as
yet and may await the appointment
of the board itself.

May Ask Contempt Ruling

Officials were of the opinion that

an exhibitor could apply to the Fed-
eral Court for a contempt ruling

against a distributor if the latter

refused to abide by an arbitrator's

decision. These spokesmen stated

that they did not believe that a fur-

ther appeal to the Court could be
taken from a ruling of the appeals
board unless claim was made that

the board or the original arbitrator

had been influenced irregularly or

had been prejudiced. Arbitrators
will be paid for their services in

contrast with systems set up in other

industries. Members of the appeal
board will receive regular annual
salaries.

A survey of the field for eligible

neutral arbitrators and the setting

up of a budget for the operation of

the regional offices are the next steps

in the establishment of the arbitra-

tion system. Work has started in

seeking arbitrators, and the commit-
tee in charge is now preparing to

arrive at an estimate of expenditure
to maintain the arbitration boards,

cost of which will rest with the dis-

tributor-parties to the consent de-
cree.

Again Meet On Decree

Negotiators met yesterday on the

proposed consent decree itself at the
office of Col. William J. Donovan.
They will continue to meet daily
until the decree is completed. Robert
Sher, Special Assistant Attorney
General, stated that the decree would
probably be completed by the end of

this week, and that there was no
nuestion but that it would be ready
for submission to Federal Judge
Henry W. Goddard on Oct. 7.

B & K Reported Ready
To End Triples in Chi.

(Continued from Page 1)

the Crystal, Biltmore and Iris the-

aters. This would terminate the
policy on the circuit.

Elimination of triples here, accord-
ing to the indies, has hinged on such
action by B & K.

Cary Grant to Make
Four Under Col. Pact

Argentine Distributors

Merge for New Company

Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)—Al-

mar-Internacional Films, a merger
of Internacional Films and Cinema-
tografica Almar has been formed
here to distribute American and Eu-
ropean pictures. Alberto Martin, of

Rosario. is president of the board
and Cesar Aboaf, owner of Interna-

cional and Dr. Enrique Bises, co-

owner of Almar, will manage the

new company.
Internacional has represented Ital-

ian producers, the Luce Newsreel,
pnd a few American and French
films. Almar distributed French
and German pictures.

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Cary Grant's new

agreement with Columbia calls for
four features in the next two years.

First will be "Penny Serenade,"
with Irene Dunne, to be followed by
"Royal Mail" and "There They Go
\gain."

NWMP to Get Air Plug

Paramount's "Northwest Mounted
Police" will get an air sendoff over
the Mutual network at 7 p.m. CST,
on Oct. 24, the day of the film's Chi-
cago premiere. Program will or-

iginate via WGN and be fed to 131
stations. Stars to be heard include
Gary Cooper, Madeleine Carroll,

Paulette Goddard, Preston Foster,
George Bancroft, Lynne Overman
and Akim Tamiroff. Program will

run 45 minutes.

Duvivier to Direct "Manon"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Alexander Korda has

signed Julien Duvivier to direct

Merle Oberon in "Manon Lescaut."

HCLLyWCCD
Speaking—

By RALPH WII.K

HOLLYWOC
kyj-G-M's scenarist, Bradbury Foote,

(,v ' cently [eft himself wide open for I

"Who's Yehudi" gag when he introduc

at luncheon at the studio commissary,:

former Philadelphia newspaper crony nam
Yehudi Silverstein. Foote is at prese

collaborating on the screenplay "Billy T
Kid."

• •
/"NUR Passing Show:—William DieterV Harry Wurtzel, Louis King, E. A. Dg
pont, Dave A. Epstein, Bill Woolfend
and John Beck at the preview of "A D
patch from Reuter's."

• •
^yESLEY RUGGLES has applied at t*

~ * Federal building for passports for hii

self and Mrs. Ruggles for a three montl

trip through South and Central Amerii

Couple now plans on leaving immediate
following final preview showing of Ruggl-

production for Columbia, "Arizona."

'UyiLUAM A. SEITER, now vacationi

* "
in Honolulu, has placed under co

tract for Universal, University of Haw
student, David Pahakulo, half-American a

half-Hawaiian, who has been appeari

nightly with the Austria! players at t

Halekulani theater.

• •
|"\AVE BADER has become associated wi" George Pal, animated cartoon creat

who has been signed by Paramount to pr

duce a series of six Technicolor shor

For 10 years as assistant to Carl Lamm
Sr., Bader spent eight years in Europe f

Universal and for several years operated I

own agencies in London and Paris. He al

collaborated with John Drinkwater on t

latter's biography of the famous product

"The Life and Times of Carl Laemmle."

JaJ

Warner for the starring role in "rV

Skeffington," best-selling novel by Eliz|<

beth. Edmund Goulding will direct. Nc

free-lancing, the actress' deal with Warne
is on a one picture basis.

• •
THE Merry Macs finish up Oct. 4
' Paramount, where they are makii

"Love Thy Neighbor" starring Jack Ben

and Fred Allen. They head back Ea

Oct. 5.

• •
LJOLLYWOOD For Roosevelt, a local o.

' " ganization since its inception has be<

officially recognized by the Motion Pictu

Division of the Democratic National Commi
tee as the official representative of the talei

groups of the motion picture industry. P

O'Brien is chairman. Other officers a

Ralph Block, secretary; Bryan Foy, trea

urer; Abe Lastfogel, and Sid Grauman, a

sistant treasurers.

• •
k yjETRO is in the buying mood. Stud
'""

has acquired "She Was His Boss." I

R>n<» Lardner, Jr., and Fitz Rotter; "Frii

Chicken," play by Ladislaus Bus-Feket

*nd Charles Hoffman's "Somewhere I'll Fii

You."

IRENE DUNNE has been signed by
1

L.
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ALLIED'S DECREE STAND TO CRYSTALLIZE

Launch Round Table Talks on Industry Problems
"No Ready-Made Solution/

Hays Tells Meeting; Pub-
lic Relations Discussed

of

I

m
Ha

\

J
ilai

i El

d
)•:

-

Tactics of Sunday Show
Foes Assailed by Exhibs.

:

US

ill

. ft <

,.Fek

First of a series of round-table
discussions on industry conditions

was held yesterday by members
the MPPDA
board of di-

rectors, gen-
eral sales
managers
and advertis-
ing-publicity
heads. Sev-
eral theater
execs, also

sat in. Out
of these dis-

c u s s i ons is

expected t o

come a clear- WILL H. HAYS
er recognition of the industry's needs
as a result of the major changing
conditions abroad.

In addressing the group, Will H.
(Continued on Page 7)

Rumanian Distribs.

Musi Be Natives

Bucharest (By Cable)—Represen-
tatives of American distribs. oper-

ating in Rumania hereafter must be

native Rumanians, accoi'ding to terms
of new decrees imposed by the Iron

(Continued on Page 3)

Harrisburg, Pa.—Objection to pla-

|
cards displayed by churches and civic

organizations in Harrisburg urging
(Continued on Page 3)

See JVo Settlement
In Contempt Action

Chicago—B & K attorneys in the con-
sent decree contempt case say no set-

tlement is in sight. It is repoted that
Robert Wright, special assistant to the

Attorney-General, wants the case to take
the regular court course. Defense at-

torneys will prepare exceptions to Master
Edgar Eldedge's report holding B & K
and Barney Balaban for alleged viola-

tions of consent decree.

Daylight Saving Time Extended in Ontario
As War Measure; Starting Shows at 7 P. M.

Toronto—Extension of daylight saving time in Ontario indefinitely, instead of
reverting to standard time on Sept. 29, on order of the Dominion Government, as a war
measure in order to save electric power for industrial plants, affects film theaters

throughout the province.

Ordinarily, with film theaters in residential districts starting the first shows at

6:30 p.m., and daylight saving ending Sept. 29, it would be getting dusk around that
time. Now, however, with a view to readjusting things to the government order theater
managements are scheduling 7 p.m. starts.

To Argue "Ramparts" "Fantasia" Premiere

Writ Plea Tomorrow At N. Y. Broadway

Philadelphia—Judges Howard A.
Davis, Raymond MacNeille and By-
ron Milner in Common Pleas Court
here tomorrow will hear arguments
on the application by M of T for an
injunction restraining the State Cen-
sor Board from interfering with the

exhibition in Pennsylvania of "The
Ramparts We Watch."
The three jurists, together with

the M of T's counsel and Deputy At-
torney Abraham Levy, saw the pic-

ture, banned by the censors when the

producer switched the original end-
(Continucd on Page 7)

Bank Night Outlawed
As N. M. Court Reverses

Santa Fe, N. M.—Reversing its

1937 decision, the State Supreme
Court has ruled that Bank Night is

a lottery and illegal. In a three-

to-two opinion the Court held that

"consideration," the element the old
(Continued on Page 7)

World premiere of Walt Disney's

newest feature production, "Fanta-
sia," will be held at the Broadway
Theater in New York City, it was
announced yesterday, following sev-

eral months of combing the city for

a theater which would meet the

problems of installing the special

equipment necessary for showing the

production by RCA engineers and
Disney technicians, working with
Leopold Stokowski and Walt Disney
himself.
While no definite date has been set

(Continued on Page 3)

Equity Approves Form
Of Sun. Show Referendum

Actors Equity Council yester-

day approved form of referendum
on Sunday shows and same will be
sent out at once and returnable Oct.

1. To be able to vote upon the ques-

tion, members must be in good stand-
(Continued on Page 7)

Chi. Bowling Competition Up
Owners' Drive for Young Bowlers Worries

Ascap Charges Festival

Program Kept Off Air

San Francisco—Ascap's star-stud-

ded festival program at the Golden
Gate Exposition here yesterday was
rejected for broadcasting purposes
by CBS, NBC and Mutual, Ascap
charged in a press release last night.

Ascap said that ordinarily the net-

works "would have fought for the
(Continued on Page 6)

Chicago—Bowling, which local ex-

hibs. claimed cut into b.o. "takes"
here last season, will become still

stiffer opposition this Fall and Win-
ter.

The Dearborn Recreation Co. has
closed a 10-year lease for a 24-lane
alley to be erected by the Marshall
Field estate at Dearborn and Jack-
son, in the heart of the Loop. Mini-
mum rental is said to be $200,000.
Maxwell Kunin will build another

(Continued on Page 6)

Directors, Eastern Regional
Leaders Open Atlantic

City Deliberations Today

Atlantic City— Crystalization of
national Allied's official stand on the
consent decree in the Government's
equity suit is likely during the next
three days when the board of direc-
tors and the Eastern regional leaders
gather here for the 21st annual con-
vention of New Jersey Allied.

While some Allied units have ex-
pressed themselves as being opposed
to certain sections of the decree

—

especially that providing for blocks-
of-five—there has been no formal
declaration of attitude by the na-
tional organization's board. It has
been quietly and unofficially rumored
that Allied was not unalterably op-
posed to the clause requiring the sale
of pictures in five-blocks, the atti-

(Continued on Page 6)

Discuss Four Points

In Basic Pad Talks

Four principal points are being
tackled by representatives of the
Dramatists Guild, the League of
New York Theaters and the majors
at the present discussions looking
to a new basic pact covering the
sale of film rights to legit, plays.
They are:

(1) the length of time in which
(Continued on Page 6)

"Power and the Land"
Going to Exhibs. Free

RKO Radio's commitment for the
distribution of the U. S. Gov't pix,

"Power and the Land," exclusively
(Continued on Page 6)

Sherds Illness Cuts
Short Decree Parley
Negotiators of the proposed consent

decree in the New York equity suit ad-
journed their conference yesterday after
a short session because of the sudden
illness of Robert Sher, Special Assistant
Attorney-Ceneral. The decree-drafting
conference will renew today at the offices
of Colonel William J. Donovan, RKO at-
torney.



cy^vSt?
Wednesday, September 25, 194!

Vol. 78, No. 61 Wed, Sept. 25, 1940 10 Cents

JOHN W. ALICOATE Publisher

DONALD M. MERSEREAU : General Manager

CHESTER B. BAHN :::::: Editor

Published daily except Saturdays, Sundays and
Holidays at 1501 Broadway, New York, N. Y.,
Iiy Wid's Films and Film Folk, Inc. J. W.
Alicoate, President and Publisher; Donald M.
Mersereau, Secretary-Treasurer. Entered as

second class matter, Sept. 8, 1938, at the
post-office at New York, N. Y., under the
act of March 3, 1879. Terms (Postage free)

United States outside of Greater New York
$10.00 one year; 6 months, $5.00; 3 months,
$3.00. Foreign, $15.00. Subscriber should
remit with order. Address all communications
to THE FILM DAILY, 1501 Broadway,
New York, N. Y. Phone BRyant 9-7117,
9-7118, 9-7119. 9-7120, 9-7121. Cable address:
Filmday, New York.

Representatives: HOLLYWOOD, Calif.—
Ralph Wilk, 6425 Hollywood Blvd., Phone
Granite 6607. LONDON—Ernest W. Fred-
man, The Film Renter, 127-133 Wardour St.,

W. I. PARIS—P. A. Harle, La Cinematog
raphie Francaise, 29 Rue Marsoulan (12).
MEXICO CITY — Marco-Aurelio Galindo,
Av, Coyoacan No. 100B, Mexico, D. F.

rBNANCBAL
(Tuesday, Sept. 24)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
8 8 8 + %

) 5 5 5—V4Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. (2i/

2%
Columbia Picts. pfd..

Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd..

East. Kodak
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc
do pfd.

Paramount
Para. 1st pfd
Para. 2nd pfd
Pathe Film

RKO
RKO $6 pfd
20th Century-Fox
20th Century-Fox pfd.

Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros

do pfd

83/8 8Vs 8i/4 + l/s

1383/4 136 136 — 23,4

176 176 176 + 2
10 10 10
263/8 26i/

8
26I/4 — i/

8

67/g

83/4 8% 83/4
10y4 9% 9%

35i/
2 351/2 351/2

61/2 63/8 63/8 — y8

25/8 21/2 21/2

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46.102'/8 102i/

8 102V8 — %
Loew's deb. 3!/2s46.104% 104% 104%
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv.3i/4s47 92 9H/4 92 + %
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 84i/4 84 84 + 1

1/2

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 93^ 93/8 93/8 — 1/4

Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc

Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES

Bid Asked
Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45... 67 69
Roxy Thea. Bldg. 4s 1st '57 60y4 63

Gross Receipts Records
Claimed for "Westerner'

HOLLYWOOD BOUND?
Leaving early Saturday morning, September

28th, by car for Hollywood. Any regular

fellow willing to share expenses can ride

along with another regular fellow. Write

Box 1910, THE FILM DAILY, 1501 Broadway,

N. Y. C.

New gross receipts records were
established by "The Westerner" in

its first 94 bookings, according to
Harry L. Gold, v.-p. and Eastern
general sales manager of United
Artists. Gold reported that grosses
for the four days following the
world premiere at Fort Worth, last
Thursday, ranged from 145 to 350
per cent of average in each of the
showings.
He said that the Samuel Goldwyn

film has rolled up receipts totaling

$401,550 in the 94 engagements in

houses of the Interstate, Jefferson
Amusement Co., O. K., Robb & Row-
ley, and Loew circuits.

Assignee Sues 20th-Fox

On Messeri Pay Claim

Marian Palmer, as assignee of

Moe Messeri, former general man-
ager in Portugal and Spain for 20th-
Fox, filed suit yesterday against
20th-Fox in the New York Supreme
Court for $6,000 damages. The
plaintiff alleges that the sum sought
is back pay for Messeri under an
agreement by which he received one-

third of his salary in Spain while
the other two-thirds was to be de-

posited in a New York bank. Com-
plaint states that the defendant
failed to make deposits after Sep-
tember, 1939.

Wells and Hollywood Will

Contest for AGVA Prexy

Meeting behind closed doors yes-

terday, the membership of the Amer-
ican Guild of Variety Artists nomi-
nated candidates for offices in the

union. Peter Wells, acting presi-

dent, was nominated to succeed him-
self. He is opposed by Jimmy Hol-
lywood. Elton Rich, Dave Fox and
Consuelo Flowerton were nominated
for the first vice-president's post.

Hoyt Haddock, executive secretary,

will continue in that post.

"Fight Polio" Campaign
Raises Record $1,407,245

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—The 1940 "Fight In-

fantile Paralysis" campaign, waged
by the Committee for the Celebra-
tion of the President's Birthday,
netted a record total of $1,407,245.74,
F. D. R. was informed yesterday by
the Committee of which Joseph M.
Schenck is vice-chairman, Eddie Can-
tor, chairman of March of Dimes
on the Air and Grantland Rice,
chairman of the National Sports
Committee. Keith Morgan is na-
tional chairman. Schenck also rep-
resented California on the Commit-
tee; California led the states with
$209,042.26.

Tele Supervision Struggle
Awaits Fixing of Standards

Former Justice Proskauer
Heads 1940 Jewish Appeal

Former Justice Joseph M. Pros-

kauer, senior partner of the law firm

of Proskauer, Rose & Paskus, and
who has been counsel in numerous
important legal actions involving

the industry, will head the merged
appeal for 1940 of the Federation
for the Support of Jewish Philan-

thropic Societies of New York City

and the Brooklyn Federation of Jew-
ish Charities, it is announced.

Flynn Removing to Chi.

Chicago—Jack Flynn, Metro dis-

trict manager, plans to remove his

headquarters from the Detroit

M-G-M branch to Chicago, as soon
as the new exchange quarters are

ready in the Warner building.

Henry Needles Stricken

Henry Needles. Warner Hartford
district manager, is ill and confined

to his home.

Fight over which actors' union
shall control television talent, latest

since the FCC restricted tele, is ex-
pected to flare out again when the
National Television Systems Com-
mittee develops its standards and
they are put into effect. At that
time the television committee repre-
senting Actors' Equity, AFRA and
SAG are expected to renew their
struggle to gain for the organiza-
tion each committeeman represents
the supervision of talent for tele

broadcasting.

COmmG and 60II.G

SAM COLDWYN is at the Waldorf.

JOHN LEE MAHIN, Metro scenarist, arrive

here yesterday from the Coast for a vacatio
MRS. MAHIN is with him.

IRVING RAPPER, Warnes' dialogue directc
is at the St. Moritz.

NAT WOLF, Warner branch manager in

land, is at the Warwick.

BOYD T. SPARROW, new assistant manag
of Loew's Poli, Springfield, Mass., was in Ne
York yesterday.

WALTER BRENNAN arrives in Philadelph
tomorrow from Hollywood to attend the premie
there Friday of "The Westerner." He will con
to New York fo a vacation.

JACK KIRSCH is here from Chicago and leav
today for Atlantic City.

H. M. RICHEY goes to Atlantic City today.

KIT CARSON III, descendant of the famo
pioneer, winds up his trans-continental tour
behalf of Edward Small's "Kit Carson
with a visit to Gov. Herbert H. Lehman at A
bany today.

TERRY TURNER, RKO exploitation directc
left for the Coast last night via Stratoliner.

"Mortal Storm" Shown Fre
At "Aid the Allies" Meet

Union Dues Exemption
During Military Service

Members of Theatrical Protective
Union No. 1, who join the U. S.

armed forces will be exempt from all

dues and assessments during their
service time, according to an an-
nouncement by John C. McDowell.

William J. Reilly Joins

RCA on Sales Promotion

William J. Reilly, long associated
with Cine-Mundial, international
Spanish magazine, as advertising
manager, goes to the International
Division of RCA Manufacturing Co.
in Camden on Sept. 30.

Reilly will work on sales prom-
tin under Ovid Riso, export advertis-
ing manager.

Injunction Made Permanent
A final judgment which awarded

a permanent injunction to Ernest
Hemingway, Benjamin Glazer and
the Theater Guild, Inc., against Film
Alliance of the U. S. was signed yes-
terday by New York Supreme Court
Justice Felix Benvenga. The in-
junction restrains the use of the
words, Fifth Column, by the de-
fendant in the title of a film and
rules that Hemingway has exclusive
ownership.

GTE to Pay 20 Cents

A dividend of 20 cents per share
on the capital stock was declared
yesterday by the directors of Gen-
eral Theaters Equipment Corp. Divi-
dend is payable Oct. 15 to stockhold-
ers of record Oct. 7.

Cleveland—James Stewart plane
out of here yesterday for Hollywooi
following a personal appearanc.
Monday night in the Public Aud
torium where he urged preparednes
and aid to Britain before an aud
ence of some 10,000 which had gath-

ered under the aegis of the Williaii

Allen White group to hear Stewai
speak and witness a free showing c

M-G-M's feature, "The Mort:
Storm."

Latter attraction, which has a
ready played through its schedule
bookings in this territory, was mac
available to the White Aid-for-th(
Allies group at the request of i1

committee in charge of the progran
Sources close to the Metro es f

change asserted that loan of th

film was made inasmuch as it woul
not conflict with any theatrical shov
ing locally by film exhibitors. N
arrangements, it is said, have bee : :

been made for the attraction to b
accorded the White or any otht;

group in national situations.

Texas Drive-In Circuit

Calls for Two in Dallas

Dallas—Two drive-ins are plaii-

ned for Dallas as a part of a state

wide building program under th

direction of Bill Underwood, Claud
Ezell and Lloyd Rust. Ten drive-ir

are planned for Texas, the first a

which is nearing completion in Sa|

Antonio. It is reported that the ui

dertaking represents an aggregat
expenditure of about $400,000.

::.

POSITION WANTED
Experienced public relations, publicity,

and exploitation man. Also knows

theater operating. Would accept tem-

porary work or campaign for single

picture. Write Box 1909, THE FILM
DAILY, 1501 Broadway, N. Y. C.

^
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; 'Fantasia" Premiere

it N. Y. Broadway

(Continued from Page 1)

n the opening, it is believed it will

^(ike place in mid-November. When
I Voes open, the Broadway will be

- first theater in the world and
le only one in Greater New York

v hich will play "Fantasia," the elab-

ate equipment precluding it from
:
Living in regular motion picture

^JBKQeaters.

•'Fantasia," with musical score

fnducted by Stokowski, has elicited

ore interest as to what it is all

jout than even "Snow White and
le Seven Dwarfs," say Disney rep-
<entatives. Because of its new
innat and revolutionary techniques,

:nch as animation with oils and pas-

Is, drawing on glass, counter di-

•i tional backgrounds and moving
>und, its advent is eagerly awaited
- the motion picture industry which

ponders if this newest Disney
•hievement will start an entirely

iw trend in production and exhibi-

States Go Along With WB
Jb "Knute Rockne" Bally

m. By gubernatorial proclamation,
. ational Knute Rockne Week will be

served, Sept. 29-Oct. 5, in 8 states,

i 'arners reported yesterday. The
Lrtieek ties in with the South Bend

©rid premiere of the company's
vnute Rockne - All American."
ates, in addition to Indiana, are

M Illinois, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida,

.;j r
-wa, Massachusetts and Louisiana.

of i i .

"IS!

:

fl

m

wo Warner Outings in Chi.

Chicago—Femme office employes
the Warner organization here will

ild an outing today at the
ncolnshire Country Club. On the

e} me day, assistant managers of all

arner nouses here and in Hammond
ill stage an outing at Beverly
lores, Ind. Arrangements for the

rmer outing have been handled
Verne Kennedy and Ruth Buhlig,

-file Truman Randall, Ervin Sed-

:k, Charles Dixon and Francis
ackles are steering the latter.

:

From

THE FILM
DAILY to

Robert Wyler

Fay Wray

Arthur James

Albert Kaufman

Paul Gulick

Al Cooke

WHO'S WHO IN HOLLYWOOD
• • • Introducing Interesting Personalities •

A LBERT J. COHEN. Born, Baltimore, Maryland, June 30, 1903.
** high school and college in Philadelphia. Came to Hollywood
and opened a literary agency, representing five

New York offices, which included the writing

services of several hundred writers. Was one of

the first agencies in Hollywood that devoted itself

exclusively to stories and writers. Joined Uni-

versal in 1932 as story editor, and was also made
scenario editor a few months later. Left Uni-

versal in 1934 to become a free-lance writer.

Wrote many originals for the screen, some of

which were: "Times Square Lady," "King Solomon
of Broadway," "I Sell Anything," "A Night at the

Ritz," ' Invisible Enemy." Became associated [J

with Republic in 1937 as scenario editor. Still

holding that position, in addition to producing I
"Who Killed Aunt Maggie?"

Attended

in 1930

Tactics of Sunday Show
Foes Assailed by Exhibs.

(Continued from Pane 1)

voters to "be good citizens and vote
against Sunday movies," was ex-
pressed this week at a meeting of
the Theater Managers' Association
held in the office of C. Floyd Hop-
kins, Harrisburg representative of
Wilmer & Vincent.

A resolution was adopted by the-
atermen declaring that "nothing can
be more democratic, more complete-
ly American, than a free and honest
and uncontrolled vote on a perfectly
lawful question.

"We see no reason," the resolu-
tion pointed out, "why those opposed
to Sunday movies should seek to

cloud the issue with false and malic-
ious charges and absurd and ridic-

ulous statements. We are resolved
that in any statements we may
make, or any work we may do to-

ward clarifying the Sunday movie
issue, we will cling tenaciously to

the truth; that we will do everything
which is honorable to persuade as
many voters as possible to vote on
this question—and to vote the way
they see fit. We consider this the
true American way."

Slotnick's Incorporate
$50 000 Syracuse Firm

Albany—Charter papers have been
granted to the Slotnick Enterprises,
Inc., of Syracuse, with $50,000 ap-
proved capital stock in $100 shares
to conduct theater enterprises. Sub-
scribers are Samuel P. Slotnick, Mor-
ris P. Slotnick and Tillie Slotnick of
Syracuse and Caledonia. Counsel
filing was Lionel O. Grossman.

Rumanian Distribs.

Must Be Natives

(Continued from Page 1)

Guard Government which swept
King Carol from his throne.
The decrees are marked by racial

restrictions, the provisions barring
Jewish ownership of film theaters in
towns of less than 10,000 population
and also providing that only Ruman-
ian Jews may retain theater hold-
ings. Theaters owned by Jews of
other origin must be liquidated.
The decrees place a rigid ban on

all pictures deemed anti-Italian and
anti-German, and close Rumanian
exhibition to all French and Eng-
lish pictures. It is also decreed that
only German newsreels may be
shown.

Dembow Luncheon Today
George Dembow, general sales

manager for National Screen Ser-
vice, will be tendered a "welcome
home" luncheon today in the Hotel
Astor by members of the home office
and metropolitan sales staffs. He
completed this week a business trip
during which he attended company
regional sales meetings whose pur-
pose was crystallization of plans for
the Herman Robbins 20th Annivers-
ary Sales Drive now under way.

Reception for Bette Davis
Warner Bros, will tender a cock-

tail reception at the Hotel Gotham
this afternoon in honor of Bette
Davis. Among the company execu-
tives present will be Maj. Albert
Warner, Grad Sears, Mort Blumen-
stock, Joseph Bernhard, Carl Leser-
man, and Roy T. Haines. Invited
guests include, in addition to metro-
politan daily, trade press and fan
magazine representatives, Rudy Val-
lee and Aben Kandel.

Luncheon for Wallace
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Los Angeles—The Hollywood-for-

Roosevelt Committee, headed by Pat
0'Bx-ien, will tender a luncheon to
Henry A. Wallace, the Democratic
vice-presidential nominee, in the
Hotel Biltmore here Saturday.

starring

/ Kenny BAKER- Frances LANGF0RD

'Hugh HERBERT- Mary BOLAND . Ann MILLER
PATSY KELLY- PHIL SILVERS -STERLING HOLLOWAY
DONALD MacBRIDE • BARNETT PARKER

FRANKLIN PANGBORN'SIX HITS AND A MISS

Borrah MINEVITCH and his HARMONICA
j

RASCALS • John H Auer—Director

jCTURE'

flflD fl BnlLLIflflT CAST Of SCREED flflO RADIO STARS
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The 1940 Year Book of Motion Pic-

tures I am sure will prove very helpful

as well as very interesting."

H. M. Warner, President

Warner Bros.

Thanks again for my copy of The
1940 Year Book of Motion Pictures.

These books are of great value to me/ 1

Ned E. Depinet, Vice-President

RKO Radio

The Film Year Book is certainly com-

piled with useful and valuable in-

formation to everyone in the industry/
1

N. L. Nathanson, President

Famous Players Canadian Corp.,

Ltd.

"The 1940 Film Year Book is a very fine

volume and will prove valuable to me
during the course of the year."

W . C. Michel, Exec. Vice-Pres.

Twentieth Century-Fox

"The Film Daily Year Book is most

helpful. I have it on my desk and refer

to it very often."
Y. Frank Freeman, Vice-President

Paramount Pictures

"We will use the 1940 Film Year Book

many times during the coming year

and feel that we are indeed fortunate

to have its contents that have been so

carefully compiled, at our command."
Mitchell Wolfson, Co-owner

Wometco Theatres, Miami Fla.

The Film Year Book is of great as-

sistance to me in the administration of

my duties and in my opinion, the

industry owes you a debt of gratitude

for compiling records that are abso-

lutely necessary in the operation of

our business."

/. R. Grainger, President

Republic Pictures Corp

//

For many years I have constantl

kept at hand the current issue of Film

Daily Year Book. As a source of in-

formation and reference, it is invalu-

able to me."

H. D. Buckley, Vice-President

United Artists Corp.

and now

THE 194)

FILM V

"The 1940 Film Daily Year Book in my

opinion is the finest Year Book you^i

have ever published.

I feel somewhat qualified to make];

that statement because I have a copyl
E

of each of the seventeen previous edi- 1<

tions." 4
Martin G. Smith, President

ITO of Ohio



; 'The Film Daily Year Book is indeed

i the standard reference work in our

industry. I am grateful for the 1940

issue.

Austin C. Keough, Vice-Pres. & Secy.

Paramount Pictures

//

I am sure the 1940 Year Book of Mo-
tion Pictures will prove very valuable

to me during the coming year."
Hal Wallis, Associate Exec, in charge of

Production

Warner Bros.

The Film Year Book is not only a

^highly invaluable reference guide of

•notion pictures but it continues to be

the most decorative and prized vol-

me on the shelf/'
Spyros P. Skouras, President

National Thea. Amuse. Co., Inc.

-

mes

R B III

The Film Daily Year Books make a

ery impressive array in my office and
am proud to add another volume to

his notable collection dating back to

a^933. A reference book we could not

op De without, the previous volumes are

veil-thumbed and I am deeply grate-

ul in having the 1940 edition."
W. G. Van Schmus, Managing Director

Radio City Music Hall, N. Y. C.

4

"It is the finest edition you have pub-

lished, and it should be of great value

to the industry."
Sol M. Wurtzel, Producer

Twentieth Century Fox

The Film Daily should be proud of

this volume. I keep it handy and find

it very useful."
Charles C. Moskowitz, Assistant Treas.

Loew's Inc.

"Film Daily Year Book is as important

on my desk for ready, valuable, con-

cise information, as the coming morn-
I •! II

ing s mail.
Albert Davis, Manager

Englert Theatre, Iowa City, Iowa

The 1940 Year Book is a beautiful job

and chuck full of vital information and
will be most helpful to all who are

fortunate enough to have a copy."
Ed Kuykendall, President

MPTOA

The Film Daily Year Book is the stan-

dard reference volume of motion pic-

tures and I assure you this volume will

be regarded highly by us and will be

invaluable during the year to come."
Walter Vincent, Vice-President

Wilmer&Vincent Corp., N. Y. C.
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Allied to Crystallize

Its Stand on Decree

(Continued from Page 1)

tude allegedly being that this plan
was better than block-booking.
A highlight of the three-day con-

vention probably will be the report
of Allied Information Dept., appoint-
ed for the purpose of getting a cross-
section of product buys throughout
the country. This report is due to

be delivered tomorrow, preceded by
the Eastern regional conference.

Today's program calls for registra-

tion of delegates, a general meeting,
committee reports and selection of
a nominating committee. The na-
tional board convenes late this after-

noon.
Finale and climax of the sessions

will be a testimonial dinner Friday
night to Abram F. Myers, general
counsel and chairman of the board.

Ascap Charges Festival

Program Kept Off Air

(Continued from Page 1)

privilege," and attributed the chains'

attitude to its fight with radio over
terms for the use of its music.

Station KFWB, Los Angeles, op-
erated by Warner Bros. Pictures,
volunteered to broadcast the Festival
on the Pacific Coast, but were un-
able to secure the necessary phy-
sical facilities and co-operation from
the chains, it was stated.

A committee of World's Fair of-

ficials and composers is understood
to be planning a special trip to Wash-
ington to file a formal complaint
with the FCC on the grounds that
the chains, in boycotting the Music
Festival, having violated an impor-
tant regulation requiring broadcast-
ers to operate "in the public inter-

est."

Canadian Red Cross Benefit

Ronald Colman, Vivien Leigh,
Laurence Olivier, Sir Cedric Hard-
wicke, Madeleine Carroll, Binnie
Barnes and Freddie Bartholomew
will participate in the Dionne Quin-
tuplets MBC-CBC benefit program
for the Canadian Red Cross Sunday
7 to 7:30 EST.

Audrey E. Repass, daughter of
Charles Repass, operator of the
Crown, Hartford, will be married to

Otto Lexius of Hartford at the Re-
pass home on Oct. 12.

Appleton, Wis.—Geraldine Ecker,
cashier at the Appleton Theater,
needed to change just one letter in

her name when she was married re-

cently. Her married name is Mrs.
Robert Eckes.

Armand Cardea, of Paramount's
foreign publicity department, will be
married Sunday to Inez Fiechter.

T T
• • • EN route to Fort Worth last week lor the world pre-

miere there of Samuel Goldwyn's "The Westerner" we had an op-

portunity to talk shop with the director of that opus the wily William

Wyler It was an ideal situation for an interviewing scribe

because the only means of escape for the fashioner of "Wuthering

Heights," et al would have been a neat parachute jump from

the withering heights of several thousand feet —and there was no

parachute

T T T
• • • MISTER Wyler earlier in the month made a

strong and very logical plea urging Hollywood's production

forces to develop "creative personalities" among the directors,

writers and other artists behind the production scene

as one method of bolstering theater attendance and it was on

this theme that he again spoke to the accompaniment of dron-

ing airplane motors We agree with Mister Wyler wholeheart-

edly in his contenton that the behind-the-production person-

alities are b.o. assets In fact we have felt for a long

time that our industry should make more b.o. bally par-

ticularly about top-flight directors so that their names
which are guarantees of entertainment excellence in the eyes

of the public can exercise the maximum influence in bringing

patrons to the theater

T T T
• • • BEFORE the lid blew off the European kettle Columbia

Pictures dispatched the observing Nicholas Bela to that now-un-

happy continent to scout for story material When this inter-

national film-field veteran returned to the U. S we popped the ques-

tion as to what most impressed him in Europe He promptly asserted

that it was "director worship" on the part of the public there True,

stars had their furious fan following but that was emotional

but the strong public attachment for the name-directors was dictated

by REASON Since money is usually spent that way the out-

pouring of attendance whenever a production was showing

—made under the aegis of a revered director— was tremendous

American directors, if Hollywood will see the light and pro-

vide the ways and means can exert an enormous amount of in-

fluence on film-going here

T T
• • • WILLIAM Wyler is an artist and a very great

one Naturally he places a good deal of accent upon directorial

individuality and technique We admit that these factors are

of vital importance for they are the soul of a film But

our view is a nearer horizon and accordingly believe that

the exhibitor and the public look upon our great directors

not so much for their individuality and technique per se

as upon their record of having made features magnificently

.... .
.

—

in other words that they have turned out attractions ably,

yes but consistently John Q. Public isn't nearly as con-

cerned with the how and why as with the RESULTS
It is the results which have brought directors fame Repetition

has built Reputation Indeed, Hollywood can do much more

than it has done and is doing to trade upon the reputa-

tion of its directors There's gold in them thar hills

T T
• • • CONVERSING with Mister Wyler last week was a

unique experience He's the only artist we've ever met in an air-

plane who has both feet on the ground

Chicago Bowling

Competition Up

(Continued from Page 1)

$150,000 bowling center at Grace
and Broadway.
Bowling alley owners have a veir*

aggressive local organization, whilj
is campaigning to interest the young-
er generation in the game. This has
theater interests here apprehensive,
in view of the Gallup poll findings
that 60 per cent of film attendance
is by Americans under 30.

"Power and the Land"
Going to Exhibs. Free

(Continued from Page 1)

reported in The Film Daily Mon-
day, calls for its handling without
charge and its availability to the-
aters without rental charge, accord-
ing to announcement yesterday by
Ned E. Depinet.

Three-and-one-half reel subject
will be nationally released Oct. 1.

Accessories, being prepared by Ad-
vertising Accessories, Inc., also will

be gratis to showmen. A plan book;
for theaters outlining advertising,
publicity and exploitation is now be-
ing prepared by S. Barret McCor-
mick.
Many governmental agencies will

co-operate with theaters in exploita-
tion of "Power and the Land."

Discuss Four Points

In Basic Contract Talks

(Continued from Page 1)

a film company has to decide whether
it wants to make a screen version,
the company executives wanting to

be able to do so after two weeks;
(2) a limitation on payments based
on weekly grosses, which is believed
necessary in the event of long run
hits such as "Tobacco Road"; (3)
determination of the date of release
for the film version of a Broadway
success, and (4) a guarantee that
the Broadway managers would not
be ignored by direct negotiation be-

tween film companies and dramatists.

Audrey Squires Killed

Audrey Squires, 24, of Crestwood,i
daughter of Harry Squires, New
York cameraman, was killed in an
auto crash at Wilkes-Barre. Car in

which she was riding with George -'

Dykes of Jersey City crashed into a

pole.

STORKS!
San Francisco — Beryl Scott

Weissmuller, wife of Johnny Weiss-
muller, gave birth to a son here
in Stanford Hospital.

Beech Grove, Ind.—Edward Don-
ahoe, manager of the Grove Theater
here, is the father of a baby boy,

born at St. Vincent's Hospital.



Wednesday, September 25, 1940

Launch Round Table

Talks on Pix Problems

(Continued from Page 1)

'Hays, MPPDA president, declared
* ;that the "task confronting us today

is to meet the changed situation in

IVmanner that in no way will impair

tainment," adding that no easy
| -ie quality of motion picture enter-

tainment," adding- that no easy road
ahead and that there is no ready-

: made solution.

Harmon on Public Relations

Discussions also centered on pub-

lic relations and the development of

!classroom films as a means of creat-

ing new customers for the screen.

In this regard, the men were ad-

dressed at length by Francis Har-
mon.
Hays told the assemblage that

• current season's pictures reflected

America's intensified partiotism and
interest in the problems of democ-
racy and citizenship. The trend, he
said, had been influenced by the

timeliness, interest and significance

i ulicated by the world situation to-

: ward pictures highlighting Ameri-
can ideals, history and biography.
Among these Hays included "The

• Howards of Virginia," "Chad Han-
' na," "The Westerner," "The Amaz-
ing Story of Sergeant York," "Brig-

ham Young—Frontiersman," "Kit

Carson," "The Californian," "Vir-

ginia," "Arizona," "The Ramparts
We Watch," "Meet John Doe,"
'Citizen Kane" and "Land of Lib-

erty."

"For 25 years," Hays said, "the

screen has made its patrons living

)articipants in their country's his-

:ory and this trend is strengthened

n the productions this season." As
i part of the stream of Americana,
lays pointed to "Northwest Pas-

asie," "Drums Along the Mohawk,"
•Union Pacific," "Young Mr. Lin-

•oln," "Abe Lincoln in Illinois,"

Gone With the Wind," "Show Boat,"

'Man of Conquest," "The Story of

\lexander Graham Bell" and "Edi-

on. the Man." Shorts that have
- lighlighted this cycle were those

reating of the Declaration of In-

dependence, the Constitution, the

Louisiana Purchase and the Monroe
)octrine.

Hays also touched on the all-in-

ustrv picture, "Land of Liberty,"

Contributed to the World's Fairs on

10th coasts, which brought to the

. ereen the story of America. Pic-

| ure is to be distributed to theaters.

Sees Diversified Entertainment

A great diversity of entertainment
i included in the production sched-

les, a survey shows, according to

lays. Comedies alternate with dra-

natic and musical productions;
tage plays, novels and original sto-

;
> -des have provided a rich store of
'"

material, and there is also a keen
nterest in present day themes, Hays
aid.

Among those present, in addition

D Hays, at yesterday's meeting
rere:

Nicholas M. Schenck, William F.

lodgers, Howard Dietz and C. C.

iV. Y. Sports Writers
Praise iKnute Rochne'

New York sports writers are beginning
to go to town in behalf of Warners'
"Knute Rockne—All American." Frank
Graham in the Sun gave the pix his full

column Monday night, and Bill Corum
in the Journal-American followed suit

yesterday, with an "open letter" to Pat
O Brien, who plays Rockne. Damon Run-
yon in the Mirror and Joe Williams in

the World-Telegram also paid their re-

spects.

To Argue "Ramparts

Writ Plea Tomorrow

Bank Night Outlawed
As N. M. Court Reverses

(Continued from Page 1)

decision said was not present, was
present in the form of increased re-
ceipts on Bank Nights.

(Jase was brought before the Court
by Attorney General Filo Sedillo,

who held that the 1937 finding was
erroneous. Both actions had J. E.
Jones, operator of the Yucca in

—oswell, as defendant. The earlier

decision held that "prize, chance
and consideration" were the three
elements necessary to constitute a
lottery and while agreeing that
prize and chance were present, did

not find consideration.
The new opinion, written by Jus-

tice Sadler, with Justices Mabry and
Brice concurring, Justice Bickley
concurring in part and Justice Zinn
only in the result, declared the de-

cision would not operate retrospec-

tively but would be effective hence-
forth.

(Continued from Page 1)

ing to permit German-made footage
from "Baptism of Fire," at a screen-

ing yesterday.
Indicating that the State is pre-

pared to back up the censors ener-

getically, Levy asked the Court to

defer the hearing until next week,
saying that time was needed to line

up witnesses. The judges, silent af-

ter the screening, set the hearing
for tomorrow at 2 p.m., however.

While the Censor Board has in-

sisted that it acted on its own initia-

tive in ordering the deletion of the

Nazi footage on a morals grounds,
there was lively interest last night

in the potential appearance of State
witnesses and their identity.

Mark Sullivan, nationally syndi-

cated newspaper columnist, devoted
his column yesterday to "Ramparts"
and the Pennsylvania controversy.

Equity Approves Form
Of Sun. Show Referendum

Warner Club Elects Moore
Albany—Warner clubs of Albany

and Troy elected James Moore, Vita-
graph booker, as president for 1940-

41. Vice-presidents are Joe Wein-
stein, short subject booker, zone
office, in charge of entertainment,
Leo Drexler, assistant contact man-
ager in charge of welfare and How-
ard Goldstein, Lincoln Theater, Troy,
membership, Pauline Steinbach, zone
office, secretary, Joseph Tanski,
treasurer and James P. Faughnan,
contact manager, chairman of con-
tributions and loans. Retiring presi-

dent was Max Friedman.

1

Da !

- M \

Joseph Daily Dead
Joseph Daily, 78, vaude vet., is

dead in Englewood, N. J. He began
his stage career in 1883 and retired

in 1930. He was a member of Equity,
N.V.A. and the Catholic Actors'
Guild.

Moskowitz, Loew's; Barney Balaban,
Neil Agnew, Robert Gillham, Leon
Netter, Paramount; Joseph Hazen,
Grad Sears, Mort Blumenstock and
Harry Goldberg, Warners; W. C.

Michel, Spyros Skouras, William
Sussman and Charles McCarthy,
20th-Fox; George J. Schaefer, Rich-
ard Patterson, Ned Depinet, S. Bar-
ret McCormick, John J. O'Connor
and Malcolm Kingsberg, RKO; Jack
Cohn, Nate Spingold, Abe Montague,
Columbia; Nate Blumberg, Joe Sei-

delman and Lou Pollock, Universal,
and Earle W. Hammons.

(Continued from Page 1)

ing,—dues paid up,—as of Nov. 1.

Referendum will cover Chorus Equity
as well as Actors Equity, since mem-
bers of the former will have to work
on Sundays also if the Sunday show
question is favorably acted upon.

New York exhibs. are watching the
matter as, if Sunday plays are shown,
it will mean increased opposition.
Tomorrow night, Equity's Council

will hold a special meeting to re-

view charges made early last July
by Congressman W. P. Lambertson
of Kansas that Equity has a large
and growing Communistic group
within it. Review of the develop-

ments growing out of the Lambert-
son contention is being made in or-

der that the quarterly meeting of

Equity can consider them on Friday.

Grover Jones, Scenarist, Dies
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Grover Jones, 47, vet-

eran scenarist, director and producer,
died yesterday of complications fol-

lowing a major operation from which
he had apparently recovered. His
last work was the screenplay of
"Shepherd of the Hills" for Para-
mount.

1.500-Seater for Charleston

Charleston, W. Va.—Keesling and
Newboldt have awarded contracts
for the construction of a new 1500-

seat theater here.

Lamb to Add 500-Seater

Rockford, 111.—Russell Lamb will

add a 500-seater at Oregon to his

theater circuit.

Kallet Circuit Adding Two
Oneida, N. Y.—Kallet Theaters are

taking over the Marberry Theater,
Ellenville, and Center Theater, Wood-
burn, effective Oct. 1.

«REVI6UJS»
"I Married Adventure"
Columbia 78 Mins.

COMPILATION OF MATERIAL FROM
JOHNSTON EXPEDITIONS IS INTEREST-
ING IN MOST PART.

Running over an hour, this travelogue

compiled from material filmed by the late

adventurer and explorer, Martin Johnson,

and his wife, Osa, is interesting in most part.

However, a number of scenes staged to hold

the episodic narrative together are poorly

done.

Audiences who patronize art theaters,

and children particularly, should be well

entertained by this film as it jumps from
one scene of adventure to another with
thrills in every sequence. Picture graphically

tells the story of Martin Johnson and his

wife from the time they were married and
took their first trip to Borneo and the South

Sea islands.

Majority of the material used was filmed

during the 12 years they spent in Africa,

with all of it interesting. It is likely that

many people who see this picture will have

seen the material before in other Johnson
pictures as almost all of it has apparently

been taken from past films and their own
huge library of material, but all in all, it

is interesting and it will still have a thrill

for everybody who views it. The concluding

sequence showing an enormous migration of

various species of African animals is magni-
ficient.

The commentary provided by Jim Ban-

non is excellent.

CAST: Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson.

CREDITS: Produced by Osa Johnson;

Based on a book by Osa Johnson; Edited

by Ralph Dixon; Narration, written by Don
Clark and Albert Duffy; Narrator, Jim
Bannon.

Jules Rachman Liberated
Lincoln, Neb.—After nearly eight

years in the Nebraska state pen,
Jules Rachman, went free yesterday,
completing service of his sentence
for the killing of his former business
partners, Harry and Sam Goldberg.
Rachman says he has offers of jobs

in the show biz in Los Angeles, Kan-
sas City, and Omaha. Rachman man-
aged the prison theater.

Warners Angling for Wyler
West Coast Bureau of 1 HE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Warner Bros, is seek-

ing to borrow William Wyler from
Samuel Goldwyn to direct "Straw-
berry Blonde," erstwhile "One Sun-
day Afternoon," in which James Cag-
ney and Ann Sheridan will be
starred.

Metro Buys "Viva Zapata"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Metro has bought

"Viva Zapata," biography of the
Mexican hero, as a vehicle for Rob-
ert Taylor. Edgecomb Pinchon wrote
the yarn. It will probably replace
"Billy, the Kid" as a vehicle for
Taylor.

Want Raft for "Osborne"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Metro is seeking to

borrow George Raft from Warner
Bros, for a role in "Osborne of Sing
Sing" with Clark Gable.

I
I



D ADVERTISING

THIS INDUSTRY BUT

MADE OUR
BABY.

* And there never was a company more
aptly named . . . more representative of

the things its name implies.

* For its service now brings you a com-
plete co-ordinated theatre advertising
campaign from screen to lobby to mar-
quee ... to poster stands with nothing left

out . . . with everything in . . . from ad-mats
to stills and 24-sheets . . . from coming at-

traction trailers to special announcement
trailers . . . and almost 100% dependable.

* That's SERVICE with every letter a capi-

tal. That's what NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE

has contributed to make the Great God
Advertising function in your theatre with

snap and punch and picture selling effi-

ciency. That's something that comes only

of experience . . . integrity . . . fair-dealing

and honest merchandise.

* That's why this baby is always grateful

to you exhibitors for the friendship and
understanding which has made it possible

for us to grow and expand as the advertis-

ing agency of this business—and yourThree
Best Seat-Sellers!
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DRAFT EFFECT ON PIX MANPOWER LIGHT

Expect AID Report to Stress Slow Indie Buying
First Summary of Findings
To be Presented to Allied

Regional Conference Today

Atlantic City—Allied Information
Dept. today is expected to report
that product buying by independent
exhibitors is slow all over the coun-
try. After an extensive survey of all

territories in which there are Allied
units, in addition to other areas, the
so-called AID is slated to make its

first report on its findings before
the Eastern Regional Conference held
here in connection with the New
Jei'sey unit's state convention.
Alleged withholding of product,

substitutions and re-allocation of
(Continued on Page 7)

"DICTATOR" IN ASTOR, CAPITOL
Chaplin Pix Opens Oct. 13; Two-a-day, $2.20 Policy at Former;

Continuous, 75c-$1.10 at Latter

Australian Exhibs.

Want Lower Rentals

Sydney (By Air Mail)—Exhibitors
throughout Australia are demanding
a substantial reduction in rental

prices for films, claiming that the
great loss of patronage since the end
©f last January and increasing costs,

(plus poor product, has brought the
box-office to the lowest level since

the depression, and in many indi-

vidual cases, even worse.
Only a substantial scaling down

of rentals can avert a serious in-

dustry crisis, exhibs. claim. Since
the end of January the complex eco-
nomic adjustments to war time costs

(Continued on Page 5)

Wardour St. Evacuation
By Trade Believed On
Complete evacuation of Wardour

Street, center of London's film in-

dustry, is believed to be under way.
Joe Seidelman, head of Universal's
foreign department, received a cable
yesterday from General Film Dis-
tributors, which distributes Univer-

(Continued on Page 5)

Aerial Torpedo Hits
Theater in West End
London (By Cable)—A cinema on the

border of the West End was destroyed
by an aerial torpedo dropped by a Nazi
raider early yesterday. There were a
number of dead and injured, it was an-
nounced.

World premiere of Charles Chap-
lin's "The Great Dictator" has been
set for the Astor and Capitol The-
aters, Broadway, on Oct. 15, accord-
ing to a joint announcement yester-
day by Nicholas M. Schenck, presi-

dent of Loew's, and Murray Silver-

stone, top executive of United Ar-
tists.

Policy at the Astor will be two-a-
day at $2.20 top. Continuous per-
formances at a scale from 75 cents
to $1.10 will be the policy at the
Capitol where seats will be reserved
only on the opening night. Seats
at the Astor will be on sale 12 weeks

in advance. Length of Capitol run
is indefinite, it was said.

Deal for the two theaters was
negotiated and signed by Harry
Gold, vice-president of UA, and Jos-

eph Vogel, vice-president of Loew's.

Booking switch sends "Strike Up
the Band" into the New York Cap-
itol on Saturday, to follow "Boom
Town." Capitol usually changes
programs on Thursdays. "Wyom-

|

ing," which had been underlined to

follow "Boom Town," may now go
|

to the Criterion due to "The Dicta-
tor" Capitol booking.

GWTW Astor Gross ! Decree and (ode

More Than $500,000 Ready Tomorrow

"Gone With the Wind" will bow out
of the Astor Theater, Broadway, on
Oct. 14 after 43 weeks to make way
for "The Great Dictator" which
opens there on Oct. 15. By the time
GWTW closes, it will have grossed
considerably more than $500,000.
As of Aug. 15, picture had grossed

(Continued on Page 6)

Marguerite Clark, Early
Screen Star, Dies Here

Robert Sher, Special Assistant
Attorney General announced yester-

day, on emerging from a conference
with representatives of the five ma-
jors interested in signing a New
York equity suit consent decree,

that both the proposed decree and
(Continued on Page 7)

Marguerite Clark, star of the si-

lent screen, and in private life, the
widow of Harry P. Williams, Louis-

(Continued on Page 4)

Rodgers Discusses Metro
Policies at ITOA Meeting

Continuing a policy of discussing
M-G-M pictures and policies with ex-
hibitor groups, W. F. Rodgers, M-G-
M general sales manager, yesterday

(Continued on Page 6)

Stage Hands in AH
Scent Move Behind St. Louis Controversy

RKO Radio Pix to Play
159 Theaters of FPC
RKO Radio's product goes into

Famous Players Canadian's 159 the-
aters as a result of a deal announced
as closed yesterday by Ned Depinet.

Sales Manager Andy Smith and
Canadian Division Sales Manager L.
M. Devaney represented RKO Radio
in the negotiations and John Fitz-
gibbons and Ben Geldsaler acted for
the Canadian circuit.

St. Louis—What appears to be a
forerunner of an attempt by Local
6, stage hands union, to place stage
hands in all motion picture houses
here, developed Tuesday night when
two projectionists of local 143,

IATSE, were called out of the booth
at the Powhattan, a Maplewood nabe,
leaving the house dark.

Mrs. Bess Schulter said the op-
erators were called out because she
refused to hire a stage hand at $80

(Continued on Page 4)

Estimate 3,000 Military

Eligibles in New York;
21-35 Year Limit Helps

Returns from a national sur-

vey by The Film Daily indi-

cate that man-power of the-
aters, exchanges and home offices

will not be affected extensively by
the conscription, except in a few
spots. A checkup in key cities shows
that those of draft age in the in-

dustry are comparatively few, with
the possible exceptions of New York,
Cincinnati, Detroit, Chicago, Los An-
geles and Buffalo. Even reports from
those cities do not appear to be
serious enough to forecast a short-

age of man power. Had the 18-45

age limits been retained, however,
(Continued on Page 8)

War Cuts Into U. S.

Equipment Exports

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Export of motion

picture equipment has held up re-

markably well for the first year of

the European War, The Motion Pic-

ture Division of the Department of

Commerce reports. This is attri-

buted to the fact that exports of

such equipment were able to get
through to Europe and other desti-

(Continued on Page 6)

Disney Gives Technicolor
Short to Aid Chest Drive

Walt Disney has produced and do-

nated "The Volunteer Worker,"
three-minute Technicolor short star-

ring Donald Duck, to the 1940 Com-
munity Chest campaigns of the U. S.

and Canada. Distribution will be
through Community Chests and

(Continued on Page 5)

Bernhard on N. J.

Defense Council
Joseph Bernhard, general manager of

Warner Bros. Theaters, was sworn in as

a member of the Advisory Comnvttee of

the New Jersey Defense Council by Gov-
ernor Moore. It's the second time that

Bernhard has been "drafted" by New
Jersey; in 1938, he was named chairman

of the Unemployment Relief Commission
by the Covernor.
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FINANCIAL
^(Wednesday, Sept. 25)

NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat 8'/8 8'/8 8'/8 + Vs
Col. Picts. vtc. (2'/2 %) 5 5 5
Columbia Picts. pfd. . 193/4 19% 19% — 1

Con. Fm. Ind

Con. Fm. Ind. pfd. . 8'/4 8'/8 Sy4
East. Kodak 136 136 136
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 10V4 10 10'/4 + '/4
Loew's, Inc 26'/4 25% 25% — Vi
do pfd
Paramount 7 6% 7
Para. 1st pfd
Para. 2nd pfd 8% 8% 8%
Pathe Film 93/4 95/8 93/4 — i/

g
RKO 2y2 2'/2 21/2 — Vb
20th Century-Fox . . . 6>/8 6'/s 6'/8 — '/4
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros 2'/2 2i/

2
2i/

2
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3 Vis47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp 1% 1% 15/8 — ys
Technicolor 93/8 9'/4 93/8
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc
Universal Picts

N. Y. OVER-THE-COUNTER SECURITIES
Bid Asked

Pathe Film 7 pfd
Fox Thea. Office Bldg. 1st '46

Loew's Thea. Realty 6s 1st '47

Met. Playhouse, Inc. 2nd deb. '45

Expect 1,000 at Nomikos Banquet
Chicago—Attedance of 1,000 is ex-

pected at the banquet for Van No-
mikos, Allied vice-president, at the
Morrison Hotel tomorrow night on
account of his election as president
of the AHEPA Society.

Jack Petit Dies In South

Jackson, Miss. — Jack Petit, 45,
salesman for National Screen Ser-
vice, died of a heart attack here.

"Strike Up the Band"
In Single Feature Test

200 Attend Gloversville

Dinner for George Lynch

Des Moines—Tri-State is single-
featuring Metro's "Strike Up the
Band" at both the Des Moines and
Roosevelt theaters.
During the recent singles vs. duals

poll here, the Roosevelt patrons
voted 76.3 per cent in favor of sin-

gles and the Des Moines vote was
only 55.8 per cent. The Paramount
house, which had a decided percent-
age of 72.5 per cent for doubles, is

sticking strictly to doubles.
Tri-State officials pointed out that

results of the singles at Des Moines
and Roosevelt will be watched close-

ly this week and future action will

depend upon the results, although it

is almost definite the singles will be
continued at the nabe Roosevelt.

Writ to Close Columbus
Roller Derby is Refused

Columbia, O.—An injunction to

close the roller derby, currently be-
ing held in the Ohio State Fair
Coliseum, was denied by Judge
Leach of the Common Pleas Court.
A taxpayer has asked for the in-

iunction, holding that leasing of the
building was unfair to owners of

theaters and other businesses who
were forced to compete for atten-
dance. Denial was issued when no
proof was offered that the business
of theaters, for example, had de-
creased because of the derby com-
petition. Decision on the legality

of the Department of Agriculture
action in leasing- the building was
withheld.

Fellman Named President
Of National Warner Club

At the annual meeting of the
Board of Governors of the National
Warner Club, following officers for
1940-41 were elected: Nat D. Fell-

man, President; Martin Bennett,
vice-president; Bernard Goodman,
vice-president in Charge of Mem-
bership; Harry Mayer, vice-presi-
dent in Charge of Welfare; F. L.
Gates, vice-president in Charge of
Claims; Robert Salomons, treasurer;
Sam Wolowitz, assistant treasurer;
and Stuart H. Aarons, secretary.

Imperial Asks Removal
Of 412,998 Com. Shares

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington— Imperial Pictures,

Inc. has filed a post-effective amend-
ment to its registration statement
with the SEC. Under the amend-
ment, Imperial reports sale of 12,-

002 shares of $1 par common at
$1.50 per share and asks removal of
412,998 shares of $1 par common
from the registration.

B & K Operators Huddle
Chicago—Morris Leonard, B & K

counsel, meets with officers of the
Chicago Operators Union this week
to try and reach an agreement on the
new contract, retroactive to Sept. 1.

Gloversville — More than 200
friends honored George V. Lynch,
Schine chief film buyer, at a bache-
lor dinner at The Elms Country club

here. Lynch, who is to marry Mar-
ian Kearney, daughter of Brigadier
General and Mrs. Bernard W. Kear-
ney, Oct. 5, was presented with a

"pot of gold" on behalf of his

friends by Harold F. Sliter, head of

the Schine publicity dept.

Gus Lampe, Eastern New York,
Delaware and Southern Maryland
zone manager for the Schine chain,

acted as toastmaster. He introduced
J. Myer Schine, company president,

who was the principal speaker.
Others who spoke included Louis
W. Schine, vice-president in charge
of theater operations; Dave Miller,

Cleveland, Eastern district manager
for Universal; John May, Schine
comptroller; District Attorney B. W.
Kearney and Frank M. Boucher.

Guests were present from New
York, Buffalo, Cleveland. Albany,
Lexington, Ky., and Bellefontaine,

O.

Bette Davis Cocktail

Party a Big "Draw"

Cocktail party for Bette Davis
tendered by Warner Bros, at the
Hotel Gotham yesterday afternoon
proved a big "draw," attendants in-

cluding New York daily, trade press
and fan magazine representatives in

addition to execs, from Warner Bros.,

and other home offices.

Among Warner execs, present were
Major Albert Warner, Gradwell L.
Sears, Mort Blumenstock, Joseph
Bernhard, Carl Leserman and Rov
T. Haines.

Picture Pioneers Mav
Have Chapter in Philly

Philadelphia—A move to form a
local Picture Pioneers group, to be
affiliated with Picture Pioneers, Inc.

of New York, has been initiated
here by Jay Emanuel who recently
joined the national organization.

Picture Pioneer groups now exist
on national bases in New York and
Canada. The proposed new organi-
zation would be the first regional
affiliate.

Maryland Solons Will
Talk Film Legislation

Baltimore — Legislation affecting
films is to be discussed by a sub-
committee of the State Legislative
Council meeting in Annapolis short-
ly. Committee, appointed bv Sena-
tor Arthur Brice. council chairman.
consists of Delegates Walter J.

Locke and James B. Monroe, and
Senator Frank J. Flynn.

Astor Sets Circuit Deal
Jack Bannan of Astor Pictures

have set deals for the "Sky Devils"

—

"Scarface" double program with In-

termountaih Theaters. Inc.. and the
J. H. Cooper Enterprises.

COmiM and G0IF1G

LOUIS B. MAYER is a guest at the Waldorf-
Astoria.

JIMMY VAN HEUSEN, composer, left via
plane yesterday for Hollywood to work on the
music for the next Bing Crosby-Bob Hope film

ROY ROGERS. Republic star, is stopping at
the Warwick. a

IRVING RAPPER, dialogue director for War'
ners, is stopping at the St. Moritz.

JOHN LEE MAHIN, M-C-M scenarist, is here
from the Coast for a visit.

SAMUEL COLDWYN is due to return to the
Coast tomorrow.

JOE E. BROWN has returned to Hollywood
after three months in Summer stock.

BRUCE CABOT starts a week of p.a.'s today
at the State Lake, Chicago.

MERVYN LEROY has returned to the M-G-M
studios following a month in the East.

WILLIAM WYLER is back at the Coast after
six weeks in Texas and the East.

AL STEEN of THE FILM DAILY is in Atlantic
City.

Dalio, French Pix Actor
Gets Visa to Stay in U. S.

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—-Dalio, French screen

actor, has been granted a 60 day
visa by the State Department to re-
main in the U. S.. It is understood
that several Loew execs, interested
themselves in the player's behalf.
Dalio appeared in several French
pix which stirred Nazi ire, it was
said.

ITA of Ontario to Hold
Convention In Toronto

Toronto—-Annual meeting of the
Independent Theaters Association of

Ontario, will be held here in early
October. The association directorate
will meet during the next week or 10

days to complete convention plans
and to fix the date.

Wanger in Cincy Tomorrow
Cincinnati—Walter Wanger will be

guest speaker at a stag dinner of the
Variety Club to be held here tomor-
row. United Artists officials from
out-of-town in attendance will be

district manager Bert Stearn, A. M.
Goodman, Cleveland branch manager
and G. R. Frank, Indianapolis branch
.manager.

NATIONWIDE-BUT

NOT TOO BIG FOR

FRIENDLY SERVICE!

tostal
Telegraph
CHARGES FOR TELEGRAMS 'PHONED IN

APPEAR ON YOUR TELEPHONE BILL.
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SITTING ON TOP
OF THE WORLD!

"Boom Town's" booming!

"Strike Up The Band" is a ten-strike

!

"Wyoming" is wonderful!

"Escape" is excellent!

"Third Finger, Left Hand" is a honey!

"Bitter Sweet" is bountiful!

"The Philadelphia Story" is a sweetheart!

You'll get it after the New Year!

And there's a flock more where they came from

!

I

Enjoy That Friendly Company Feeling!

*
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Stagehands in All

Sf. Louis Pix Houses!

(Continued f i om Page 1)

per weeK. She declaied she had not
employed a stage hand for more than
two years.

Robert Thorn sen, business repre-
sentative of local 143, said the union,
through Frank Stickling, district

representative of the stage hands'
union, had ordered the operators to
withdraw their services pending set-

tlement of a dispute between the
stage hands' union and the theater
management.

It is known that the stage hands
are trying to place men in all flicker

houses, few of which have stage
shows.

Marguerite Clark, Early
Screen Star, Dies Here

(Continued from Page 1)

icna capitalist who was killed in a
plane crash four years ago, died at

the Leroy Sanitarium here yester-
day.
Death was due to pneumonia,

which followed a cerebral hemor-
rhage. Miss Clark had been a pa-
tient at the sanitarium for five days.

Surviving is a sister, Cora, of 50
Central Park West.

The screen career of Marguerite
Clark spanned about seven years, her
last appearance being in "Scrambled
Wives," for First National in 1921.

She was "discovered" while playing
t the Academy of Music here by
Famous Players. Her retirement
followed her marriage by one year.

Adolph Zukor, Para.'s board chair-

man, who was responsible for her
introduction to films, paid tribute

to Miss Clark in a statement last

night as "one of the most brilliant

stars of the pioneer days."

R & R Found Over-Assessed
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington—An over-assessment

of $59,104.52 for the year 1937 has
been determined by the Bureau of

Internal Revenue in favor of R & R
Theaters, Inc., Dallas. The over-

payment was in the form of excess-

profits tax and interest.

From

THE FILM

DAILY to

Edmund Gwenn

Antonio Moreno

• • • THIS week-end that alarming annual overlapping sets

in namely the incoming pigskin season and the outgoing

horsehide season Not all ihe great drama of the former will

be on the good ole gridiron thanks to the Warners who in

this season of grace and turning leaves are taking the thrills of

football and those of the life of that game's most celebrated ex-

ponent the immortal Knute Rockne to the screen for the

enjoyment of the nation's millions oi fans

• • • THAT the WB squad has something to cheer about

in "Knute Rockne—All American" and to cheer box

office: and patrons as well is plainly evidenced in the fact

that the company's big-wigs plus the lesser rank and file

calmly assert that one of the largest promotional campaigns

ever accorded a motion picture is under way for this opus

RCA-Victor is pitching in with gigantic Victor record tie-

ups to the extent that Notre Dame songs will be blasting all

over the nation with unprecedented frequency in cele-

bration of National Knute Rockne Week So if you hear

Fighting Irish airs coursing through the nights to come
it's the Warners and RCA-Victor playing and not the South
Bend warriors playing under arc lights

T T
• • • WESTERN Union's store windows —some 5,000 of 'em

— will carry jumbo telegrams anent "Knute Rockne-All Amer-

ican" and Grosset & Dunlap has issued a movie edition of the

book by that name whose jacket -will never get as worn as it will

be Warner 'cause that company's name and opus is very generous-

ly displayed thereon and 5,000 dealers will handle the volume

Magazines, schools, and even the Beach Nut Coffee Co. will help cele-

brate the film's advent The beverage boys are featuring Pat O'Brien

in a tie-up ad to appear in all roto sections and 35 other key city

newspapers The world premiere will take place in a trio of South

Bend theaters on Oct. 4

V
• • • THERE are apparently no obstacles to Bank Night

Out in Des Moines a fan for the screen game broke his arm
and was unable to sign an attendance card in the afternoon

So he ups and phones the manager Latter told the

patron that if he'd come down to the theater he could sign

the card for the evening drawing He did with an "X"
in front of witnesses TV

• • O THAT'S quite an o:g. which Harold Davis Emerson is head-

ing namely the Junior Americans of the United States The club

will function from film theaters and provide education-through-play

to youngsters and, it is averred by the club's founders, will also

aid pix houses in boosting attendance Quite a number of

prominent educators are supporting the project whose hon-

orary prexy is Roy Rogers It appears to be the type of club kids

will like and do good for B. O. revenue-boosting is certainly good

on any count

• • O OUR Own File-and-Forget Thomas O'Connor,

East St. Louis, 111 now serving a 25-year stretch in the

Nebraska State Penitentiary in Lincoln has just taken over

the prison's motion picture theater Ifs not a good spot for

Bank Night but it's a swell for "checkers"

DATE BOOK
Today: New Jersey Allied and Allied Eastern

Regional Conference, President Hotel, At-
I

lantic City.

Sept. 27: Actors' Equity Council quarterly
meeting.

Oct. 2: Monogram stockholders' meeting.

Oct. 2-3: Independent Theater Protective As#
sociation of Wisconsin and Upper MichigaB
convention, Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee.

'

Oct. 7: Atlas Corp. stockholders' meeting, Wil-
mington, Del.

Oct. 7-9: Michigan Allied convention, Jackson.

Oct. 13-14: MPTO of Arkansas, Mississippi and
Tennessee, convention, Hotel Cayoso, Mem- i!

phis.

Oct. 20: Pittsburgh Variety Club banquet, Wil-
liam Penn Hotel.

Oct. 21-22: AMPTO of Western Pennsylvania
convention, Hotel Roosevelt, Pittsburgh.

Oct. 21-25: SMPE Fall convention, Roosevelt
Hotel, Hollywood.

Oct. 24: Fall Conference dinner of the Pic-
j

ture Pioneers.

Oct. 26: Cinema Lodge, B'nai B'rith, banquet.
Hotel Pennsylvania.

Oct. 30-31 : ITO of Ohio convention, the 1

Deshler-Wallick Hotel, Columbus.

Sept. 30: MPTO of St. Louis, Eastern Missouri
j

and Southern Illinois convention, Hotel
Coronado, St. Louis.

Nov. 11: A F of L convention opens. New J
Orleans.

Nov. 11-12: ATOI convention, Hotel Antlers,
Indianapolis.

Nov. 16: Washington Variety Club dinner, Wil-
lard Hotel.

Nov. 21: Motion Picture Associates ball, Hotel
Astor.

Metro Extending Scope
Of Exploitation Contest

M-G-M's $10,000 exploitation con-
test for independent exhibitors has
been extended to include all M-G-M
pictures to be released up to Nov. 1.

Decision to extend the contest was
said to have been made in order to

comply with requests from impor-
tant indies who expressed desire to

participate.

More than 3,800 entry blanks
have been received at the M-G-M
home office. For the best campaigns
on one or more Metro pictures,
awards ranging from $25 up to $2,-

500 will be made. Entry blanks are
available at all M-G-M exchanges.

ItLVan Heusen Signed by Para.

Jimmy Van Heusen has been
signed to write the score for the
forthcoming Paramount musical,
starring Bing Crosbv and Bob Hope,
and tentatively titled "The Road to

Zanzibar." Van Heusen, who re-

cently completed his first picture
score, for the Jack Benny-Fred Allen
musical, "Love Thy Neighbor," will.,

fly to Hollywood in his own plane this ff
e l

week to begin work with lyricist

Johnny Burke.

>:

r:

z

'Rebecca/' a Smash in B. A.

Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)—"Re-
becca" drew 62,090 patrons in the
first 10 weeks of its run at the Gran
Cine Suipacha at advanced prices lus

(three pesos). The 10-week run is

the longest since "Love Parade" set \=

a record of 12 weeks at the Astral in

1930. EoT
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Australian Exhibs.

Wanl Lower Rentals

(Continued from Page 1

)

iiave risen and the income of pic-

tare theaters has steadily declined.

Exhibitors claim they are taking
h all the strain" of the tightening up
f rocess, insofar as the film industry

is concerned, as Australia puts forth

greater war efforts, with distribu-

tors not taking their share.

It is estimated that receipts have
fallen off by 30 per cent. Loss of

patronage is due to several sources,

tnlistment in the A.I.F., the militia

and home defense force, contribu-

tions to patriotic funds, increased

radio listening^ higher cost of living,

epidemics, unemployment and poor
films while costs of advertising, car-

bons, furnishings, printing, property
'tax, sales tax, personal and company
income tax and war time profits tax

nave all gone up. Further taxation
and petrol restrictions are envisaged.

Only drastic reductions in rentals,

xhibs. claim, can keep receipts from
' dwindling to the point where the-

aters must be closed.

Disney Gives Technicolor

Short to Aid Chest Drive

(Continued from Page 1)

Councils, Inc., with reel expected to

nlay thousands of theaters during
Dctober and November while local

best campaigns are on. Dr. A. H.
Giannini is vice-chairman of the
national Chest committee, and has
jeen largely responsible for the film

ndustry's co-op.

31eve. Variety Post to Install

Cleveland—Oct. 14 is the date and
he Variety Club is the place when
hese newly elected officers of Var-
ety Post will be installed: Com-

; iiander, Dr. A. Bubis; 1st vice com-
-nander, Edwin Bergman; 2nd vice
•ommander, Aaron Wayne; finance

>fficer, Harry H. Goldstein; adjutant,
Milton Stern; judge advocate, Law-
ence Rich; chaplain, Irving Gusman;
listorian. Bo Bial; sergeant-at-arms,
rwin Klein.

'Lash" Revised, Before Censors
Mike J. Levinson's revised print

>f the "Lash of the Penitentes" has
)een submitted to the New York
Censor Board. Levinson is being
epresented by Vincent G. Hart of

[riend, Holbrook, Reiskind & Hart,
''rank W. Madden did the revised
utting.

Detroit Stand to Close
Detroit—Wisper & Wetsman cir-

uit is closing the Oakman Theater
vhich it acquired some 10 days ago.
louse, commencing about Oct. 1,

vill be remodeled completely at a
iost of about $30,000, including air

onditioning and reseating.

u=sell Opening Oct. 2
i Millersburg, O.—Oct. 2 is the date
.et for the opening of the new Rus-
.ell Theater, built by Mr. and Mrs.
loy Russell.

Pa. Censors Become
Very Flag-Minded

Philadelphia— If it's done nothing else,

the rumpus kicked up by the banning
in Pennsylvania of the M of T's "The
Ramparts We Watch" has made the State
Censor Board flag-conscious.

In addition to placing the national
colors in its offices, workmen have put
up standards so that both Old Clory and
the State flag will fly outside the build-
ing in the future.

Wardour St. Evacuation
By Trade Believed On

(Continued from Page 1)

sal product, that it was moving its

offices "out in the country."
Most of the film companies have

been continuing with skeleton forces
on Wardour Street, with the excep-
tion of M-G-M, but indications are
that all companies will withdraw
from the city, due to heavy bombing
bv the Nazis.

Two More New Theaters
To be Built In Detroit

Detroit—Plans for construction of
two new theaters by United Motion
Theaters Co., was disclosed by Ray-
mond E. Moon, manager of Mutual
Theaters, booking combine which
will book the houses. One of the
houses will be a 1,500-seat key run,
at Seven Mile and Greenfield Roads,
to be known as the Alpine—orig-
inally a name picked for an East
side house, now abandoned, by the
same company. The other will be
the 800-seat Apex at McNichols and
Kutherford Sts.

The new houses will give Mutual
far more booking strength in the
booking area, further enhanced by
four other additions: Mutual is tak-
ing over the 400-seat Alden, oper-
ated by Joseph Miskinis, and will

have the 1,000-seat Parkside, oper-
ated by Moss Brothers, when it

opens Oct. 3. In addition, Mutual
will book for Phil Gorelick's 2,000-
seat Carmen and Joseph Stoia's 1,-

500-seat Civic, to open early in Feb-
ruary.

F. D. R. Jr., Will Represent
President at "Rockne" Bow

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., son of
the President, will represent his
father in attending the celebration
of National Knute Rockne Week in

South Bend, Ind. Young Roosevelt
will be part of the group from the
East which leaves New York for
South Bend on Oct. 2nd to partici-

pate in the festivities, including Kate
Smith's Radio Broadcast on the 3rd
and the world premiere of Warners'
"Knute Rockne—All American" on
the 4th.

Petrillo to Refuse Labor Post

Chicago—The office of James C.
Petrillo, president of the American
Federation of Musicians, denies that
Petrillo will accept office as Chicago
labor conciliator, as was reported re-
cently.

Unteriort Takes First

Prize In Schine Drive

Gloversville — Winners in the
Schine Showmen's Merit Contest,
which ran from April 28 to Aug. 3
for all Schine theater managers, were
announced here at the home office,

with Harry Unterfort, Keith, Syra-
cuse, taking first prize. Milton
Schosberg, Rialto, Little Falls, was
second and Seymour Morris, Palace,
Lockport, third. Fourth place was
captured by Edward Kidwell, Kent,
Kent, O.

Fifth to 30th prize winners, the
order of their listing not reflecting
the position in which they finished,

are as follows:
E<1 Evans, Plaza, Milford, Del.; Fielding K.

O'Kelly, Rialto, Amsterdam; Robert Baronoff,
Avon, Watertown; Ernie Crouch, Auburn,
Auburn; Harry Vette, Riverside, Buffalo;
George Cameron, Geneva, Geneva; Ed May,
Paris, Paris, Ky.; Ural Buck, Civic, Fostoria,

O.; Ted Conklin, Federal, Federalsburg, Md.

;

Herman Addison, Olympic, Watertown; Harry
Steam, Strand, Lexington, Ky. ; Larry O'Neil,
Holland, Bellefontaine, O.; Bill Burke, State,

Fostoria, O.; George Barman, VanWert, Van-
Wert, O.; John Manuel, Strand, Delaware, O.;
William Heiss, Manring, Middlesboro, Ky.

;

Lou S. Hart, Hippodrome, Gloversville; Gus
DePauw, Capitol, Newark; Milton Bryer,
Bucyrus, Bucyrus, O.; Ray Ferrigno, Grand,
Rochester; Nick Kauffman, Rialto, Little Falls;

Louis Merenbloom, Tipp, Corbin, Ky.; Charles
Howard, Avalon, Easton, Md. ; Harold DeGraw,
Temple, Fairport; Walt Powers, Strand, Os-
wego; Frank Nolan, Athena, Athens, 0.

Cash prizes for each manager vary according
to house grosses and percentage of improve-
ments.

Winners Announced in

M of T Billing Contest

Ned E. Depinet has announced
the winning branches in the M of T's

fifth anniversary billings contest

with a total of 18 offices qualifying
for prizes.

Winning exchanges are: Albany,
B. G. Kranze, manager; Atlanta, H.
M. Lyons, manager; Calgary, J. H.
McPherson, manager; Chicago, J. C.

Osserman, manager; Dallas, S. M.
Sachs, manager; Kansas City, T. R.
Thompson, manager; Milwaukee, A.
N. Schmitz, manager; Montreal, H.
F. Taylor, manager; New Orleans,
P. M. Baker, manager; Oklahoma
City, R. B. Williams, manager;
Pittsburgh, H. H. Greenblatt, man-
ager; St. John, L. Plottel, manager;
St. Louis, R. V. Nolan, manager; San
Francisco, G. Wm. Wolf, manager;
Toronto, M. Plottel, manager; Van-
couver, W. S. Jones, manager; Wash-
ington, H. J. Folliard, manager;
Winnipeg, H. Woolfe, manager.

In addition to the above, prizes

which were awarded to these

branches that had reached or ex-

ceeded their assigned quotas: Char-
lotte, J. B. Brecheen, manager; Cin-

cinnati, S. C. Jacques, manager; De-
troit, J. F. Sharkey, manager; Den-
ver, J. H. Ashby, manager; Los An-
geles, H. C. Cohen, manager; Omaha,
C. W. Allen, manager, and Sioux
Falls, S. W. Fitch, manager.

Clifton Fadiman 111

Due to the illness of Clifton Fadi-
man, filming of the "Information,
Please" short with Alice Marble as
guest artist, yesterday was post-
poned to Monday.

HCLLyWCCD
Speaking--
— By RALPH WUK =

—HOLLYWOOD
FOLLOWING his concert tour which will

' keep h.m busy until the end of Novem-
ber, John Charles Thomas will return to

Hollywood to start work in "The Kingdom
Come," for the Producers Corporation of

America.

• •
KJORMAN TAUROG has completed the

'^direction of "Little Nelly Kelly," at

M-G-M. His method of assembling pro-

duction within the estimated footage as

the picture was filmed, makes it possible

to have the production ready for preview
within the next two weeks.

• •
/"\UR Passing Show: Gary Cooper, Row-
^-^ land V. Lee, Groucho, Chico and Harpo

Marx, Charlie Chaplin, Tim Durant, John

Stone, Gilbert Roland, Judy Garland, Carl

Laemmle, Jr., Seymour Nebenzahl, Sam
Frey, Bob Hussey, David Hempstead, Gene
Markey, Victor Schertzinger, Crauford Kent,
Fred Kohlmar watching the Pacific Southwest
tennis matches.

• •
pRODUCER-Direcror Andrew L. Stone is

' negotiating with Stephen Slesinger for

the rights to Lynn Dayton's novel, "The
Ghetto Musician." Stone's last production
for Paramount was "There's Magic In

Music," which is to be released shortly.

• •
QHARL1E RUGGLES' pet simian, "Schle-
^"/ miel," is being used for four days by
Sam Wood for "Kitty Foyle," at RKO.
"Schlemiel's" last assignment was in Ed-

ward H. Griffith's production, "Virginia,"

for Paramount.

• •
A COMMITTEE of directors has been
** formed by the Hollywood For Roosevelt

organization, of which Pat O'Brien is chair-

man. Directors' committee includes A. Ed-
ward Sutherland, W. S. Van Dyke II,

Garson Kanin, John Cromwell, John Ford

and Ralph Murphy.

• •
DICHARD ROWLAND has signed William
* Gargan to play the masculine lead op-

posite Martha Scott in "Cheers for Miss
Bishop."

• •
A LAN HALE has been added to the cast
** of Warners "The Sea Wolf," joining

Edward G. Robinson, George Raft and Ida

Lupino. Michael Curtiz will direct.

• •
/"COLUMBIA has purchased "Amateur
^"/ Angel" by Tom Kilpatrick which will

be produced by Charles Rogers. The
screenplay is being written by Michael
Blankfort and is scheduled to go into pro-

duction in November.

GWTW in Dual B. A. Bow
Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)—All

seats have been cold for the open-
ings of GWTW tonight at the
Gran Cine Ideal and Gran Teatro
Broadway theaters. Four pesos (one
dollar) admittance is the highest
ever charged for a moving picture
in this city.
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GWTW Astor Gross

More Than $500,000

(Continued from Page 1)

$492,000, with the weekly take rang-
ing from $6,000 to $9,000 weekly
since that date.

With the closing of the Astor en-

gagement, sole showing is at the

Woods Theater in Chicago where the

gross has passed the million-dollar

mark. Picture will not be shown
again until 1941 in other theaters.

Rodgers Discusses Metro's

Policies at ITOA Meeting

(Continued from Page 1)

spoke before the ITOA at a luncheon
meeting at the Hotel Astor.

Declaring that the M-G-M con-

tract was flexible to fit the needs of

each type of theater, Rodgers out-

lined his company's general policy

and stressed the fact that it sought
to live up to its reputation as the
"friendly company."

In addition to ITOA members,
M-G-M was represented by H. M.
Richey, Tom Connors and Jack
Bowen.

Committees for Capital's

Variety Club DinnerNamed
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington-—Committees for the

Variety Club annual banquet at the

Willard Hotel, Nov. 16 have been an-
nounced by Harry Brown, general
chairman. Committees and members
are:

Entertainment—Carter Barron, Gene Ford,
Harry Crivitt, Adlai Mann, Tony Muto, Ed-
mund Plohn, Bob Denton, Ed Melniker, Harry
Anger, Harry Crull, Clarke Davis.

Tickets—Sam Wheeler, Ralph Binns, Phil

Bobys, Emil Holz, Eddie Melniker. Decora-
tions—Herb Sauber, Charles B. Dulcan, Jr.

Receptionists — Wade Pearson, Harry Lob-
meyer, Jack Fruchtman.

Publicity—Nelson B. Bell, Carlton Duffus,
Arch MacDonald, Jay Carmody, Dan Terrell,

Don Craig, Bill Dolph. Harry Rodier. Dinner
—Abe Lichtman, Fred Rohrs, Tom O'Donnell.
Finances—Sal Galanty. Printing—Dr. Archie
Engel, Sol Sorkin, Lou Janoff.

Chief Barker Sidney Lust will be in charge

of the program.

New Savannah Opens
Savannah, Tenn.—The Savannah

Theater, remodeled, redecorated and
with complete new equipment, has
opened as the New Savannah. A $6,-

000,000 paper mill is being construct-

ed here and a big increase in popula-
tion is expected. Neely Bradford is

manager.

Illinois House Ready
Belvidere, 111. — Modernization of

the local Apollo has been completed
by the A. L. Hainline circuit. Im-
provements consisted of virtually all

new equipment, plus a new front and
marquee.

Korn to Build in Houston
Houston, Tex.—A new 800-seat

suburban theater, to cost more than

$50,000, will be built in Lindale

Park here by Oskar Korn, of Dallas,

proprietor of several theaters there

and one in Big Spring.

REVIEWS OF SHORT SUBJECTS
"Soak the Old"

Metro 20 rains.

A Timely Eye-opener
Dealing with old age pension plans,

and showing how unscrupulous
crooks sometimes promote these
plans for their own gain and defraud
poor people, this reel tells its story
with a punch. Short is the latest
release in Metro's Crime Does Not
Pay series, and it is up to the high
standard set by earlier shorts in this
series in every respect.
Ralph Morgan, Kenneth Christy,

George L e s s e y , George Lloyd,
Charles Waggenheim, Guy Kings-
ford and other capable players ap-
pear in the short. It shows how an
honestly promoted old age pension
plan is taken over by a gang of
racketeers for their own game, and
the disastrous effects on old people
interested in the plan.

anything that is very novel or new
in its material or presentation.

"Cavalcade of San Francisco"
Metro-Fitzpatrick 9 mins.

Fair Travelogue
Depicting San Francisco scenes of

today, and then comparing them to a
Frisco of days gone by via the me-
dium of "The Calvalcade Of The
Golden West," filmed at the fair
there. Reel is made more interesting
by its use of Technicolor. Reel lacks

"Football Thrills of 1939"

Metro 10 mins.
Corking Sport Reel

Timely as today's headlines, this

sport reel, comprised of a collection

of the most exciting and interesting

football plays of last season, should
get a swell reception from the foot-

ball-minded audiences of this coun-
try. Pete Smith gives a hilarious

commentary, and smart editing and
judicious use of slow motion and
camera stops adds lots of punch and
fun to the reel. Most of the great
teams of last year appear in action,

and the plays selected are the thrill-

ers that brought crowds to their feet.

"Papa Gets the Bird"

Metro 8 mins.
Amusing Cartoon

Hugh Harman's Three Bears are
brought back to the screen again in

this short. The bears are amiable
and amusing cartoon characters that
should amuse most audiences, and
kids particularly. Papa bear gets in

serious difficulties in this reel when
he tries to give the family's pet
canary bird a bath. His troubles are
good for a lot of laughs.

Says 'Flowers of Rhetoric'

Becloud Television Future

Satevepost, via an article by Alva
Johnston, turns the spotlight on
"Trouble In Television" in the cur-
rent issue, and makes Chairman
James Lawrence Fly of the FCC and
others on the Commission targets for
shafts.

Johnston writes that tele was
ready last March "to sweep the
country" only to have its progress
halted "by Washington's discovery
that Americans in ordinary circum-
stances were too poor to buy tele-

vision sets and must be protected
from the temptation by the Federal
Government."
Recounting a visit of Fly to a

Newburgh home which has a tele

receiver, Johnston quotes his hostess

as declaring, "The first thing that
Chairman Fly said is, 'This is going
to kill the movies'."

Concludes Johnston:
"One of the difficulties in televi-

sion today is that in Washington it

has become a soap-box science. Poli-

ticians are trying to talk like scien-

tists and scientists in turn are com-
pelled to talk like politicians. Nothing
beclouds the future of television more
than a few flowers of rhetoric."

Town's First Movie Opens
Millington, Tenn. — The 750-seat

Strand Theater, Millingtons' first

movie, has opened with G. W.
Maynes, as manager.

New Atlantic City House
Atlantic City—New 1,450 seater

will be erected at New York and
Atlantic Aves. House will have a

stage, permitting legit, bookings.

Denham Studios Carry On;
Raid Warnings Said Few
Montreal — British confidence in

the face of war finds a further re-

flection in the activity of the British

film-makers. According to Emeric
Pressburger, screen writer who has
arrived here from England, produc-
tion in the English studios has
only been partially reduced by the
German attacks.
"Most of the work is done in the

daytime," Pressburger explains,
"and as the daylight raids never
last very long, it is possible to con-
tinue." The studios at Denham have
comparatively few raid warnings, he
reports, so work is carried on, in-

terrupted only from time to time
when it becomes necessary to duck
into shelters.

Pressburger is the author of
"The 49th Parallel," feature which
Michael Powell is now completing
in Canada. Powell is here to start
work on the final Dominion sequences
to be shot in Montreal and Niagara
Falls. Raymond Massey will come
from Hollywood to appear in them.

Scenes in which Leslie Howard will

appear will be filmed following the
company's return to England.

ATAHT in B. A. Oct 4
Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)

—

ATAHT opens at the Gran Cine
Suipacha Oct. 4. The local Warner
office has started an advance pub-
licity campaign.

111. Exhib. Fight Curfew
Chicago — Theater owners at

Champaign and Urbana are up in

arms against the attempt to enforce
a 9 p.m. curfew against children
under 16 years of age.

War Cuts Into U. S.

Equipment Exports
i

{Continued from Page 1)

nations without serious difficulty foi

the first six months of the war.
The war did not make itself felt

until the first month of 1940 as faJ
as such exports are concerned. Fig*
ires of the Department of Com-
merce for the first eight months of

1940, which are the latest available
figures, show that sound reproducing
exports decreased, however, for this

period totalling $490,099 as compared
with $666,934 for the first eight
months of 1939. Comparative fig-

ures for sound recording equipment
totalled $93,910 as compared with
$157,743 for the same period of 1939.

Exports of 35 mm. standard
gauge motion picture cameras show
a drop to 73 with a value of $34,782
as compared with 96 valued at $29,-

296. Motion picture cameras sub-
standard less than 35 mm. totalled

6,000 valued at $160,205 during the
first eight months of 1940 compared
with 13,527 valued at $366,196 for

the same period during 1939.
Exports of standard 35 mm. mo-

tion picture projectors during the
first eight months of 1940 totalled

669, having a value of $251,661, as

compared with 839 projectors valued
at $256,055. Substandard silent mo-
tion picture projector exports to-

talled 8,323 with a value of $218,163
during the first eight months of 1940
as against 12,574 projectors valued
at $296,465 for the same period of

1939. Substandard sound motion
picture projector exports for the
period under review amounted to

1,175 valued at $160,480 as compared
with 1,190 with a value of $179,842
for the first eight months of 1939.

New York's Virginians

At "Howards" Premiere

Three hundred members of the

Virginians of the City of New York
will make a gala society event of the

New York premiere of Columbia's
*

"The Howards of Virginia," at the

Radio City Music Hall tonight. The
Virginians will gather for a recep-

tion in the studio penthouse of the ,,

Music Hall prior to the performance.

"Four Sons" in B. A. Move-Over
Buenos Aires (By Air Mail)—Suc-,i

cess of "Four Sons" at the Gran Rex k

has prompted 20th-Fox to move the t

picture over to the Ambassador. Film'x
was passed by the municipal cen-
sor with just a few cuts.

Europe Theater Leased
"Omnia" Amusement Corp. has ac-

quired a long-term lease on the for-

mer Europe theater at 1499 First

Ave., and will open in the near

future with foreign films.

-Harriet Reynolds In Charge
Harriet Reynolds will be in charge

of the SAG Eastern office while Mrs
Florence B. Marston is on a leave

of absence while recuperating fron

an operation.
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J. Allied Urged to Act to Curb 16mm. Evil

«REVI6WS»
Abram F. Myers to Discuss
Allied's Consent Decree
Stand at Today's Meeting

(Continued from Page 1)

a -uctures by each company have been
I robed by Allied's product committee
-T»nd the contents of the report are

;aid to be "interesting and revcal-

I ng."

jjL 16 mm. Opposition Considered

J

Delegates attending the opening
session of the 21st annual convention
of Allied Theater Owners of New
Jersey at the President Hotel yes-

; erday were told of the inroad of
''

L6 mm. film and urged toward united
iction to curb this evil. They were
'urther told that the fear expressed
lere a year ago about the effect of
he loss of foreign markets on prod-

- tact, was ungrounded, and that after

j
{ t year of practically no foreign

- narkets, producers found they did
tot matter so much after all. The
onvention expressed fear of the new

- pin picture machines falling into

he hands of racketeers to the detri-

ment of legitimate motion picture
'' >usiness.

President Lee Newbury, who pre-
1 ided at opening session, reported

J hat hope was seen in the triple and
''' 'tual bill situation and that elimina-

; ion of these evils may be accom-

H
-»lished as the result of a start made

;* 'n Chicago. He told the delegates
• onstant demands for increased film
: 'n-ices without basic reasoning is one
; '• f their greatest worries, and urged
- neat care in making deals this year,

le stated he could see no great bet-

erment in pictures to warrant in-
^ Ureases.

Warns of New Defense Taxes

Newbury said it was too early to

jdge whether the additional admis-
icn tax burden would cause any de-

fine in business, and warned that
he present tax structure would

|
ecessarily need to be overhauled to

J
rake care of additional money need-
,d for defense purposes and that or-

ganizations should band together to

ee that the tax put on exhibitors
in fair proportion.

J Morris Pouzzner of Boston,
rought the matter of 16 mm. films

.o the floor. He told the delegates
" f the condition in his home town
-i: t-'here as many as seven and eight
il sree 16 mm. shows were given in

: -acant lots in one night, materially
:;. Effecting the house grosses, and stat-

; Jd that legislation was prepared to

igulate them. He urged convention
btion on the matter. This will be
arther discussed at today's session,

he consent decree was discussed but
o action taken. Abram F. Myers,

. llieds general counsel, will make
=iis the topic of his talk tomorrow.
The following nominations commit-

;e was appointed: Dave Snaper,
eorge Gold, Irving Dollinger, Harry
echt, Helen Hildenger and Ralph

'^ilkins. Resolutions committee con-
sting of Harry Holenstein, Barney
liller, Morris Spewak and David
nger was appointed.

50c Roller Skating
Hits Worcester B.O.

Worcester, Mass.—Roller skating at SO
cents is proving to be competition to

local film houses. Leo Doyle, operator
of rinks in several cities, recently opened
up here in the renovated second floor
of a garage and is doing good business
at SO cents at night—more than the-
ater ticket scales. White City Park and
other rinks will be open during the Win-
ter.

Heymann Says Companies
Solvent in Suit Answer
Hearing will be heard in Supreme

Court today on the motion to ap-
point a temporary receiver for

French Cinema Center, Inc. and
French Films Import Co. Action
was brought by Harry Silverstein,

brother-in-law of Andre R. Heymann,
president of the companies.

Oliphant & Lerman, defense at-

torneys, have served an answering
affidavit in opposition to the motion.
Heymann claims the companies are
solvent and terms the action as

'filed with intent to drive the de-

fendant out of business and seri-

ously hurt the exploitation and dis-

tribution of the current film, 'Herit-

age.'"

Decree and Code

Ready Tomorrow

(.Continued from Page 1)

the code of rules on arbitration will,

in all likelihood, be completed by to-

morrow. Sher stated that final

drafts of the decree and code were
rapidly nearing completion and that
it is expected that the final touches
will be added at meetings scheduled
for today and tomorrow.
Informed sources stated that indi-

cations are that the code of arbitra-
tion as drafted by the sub-commit-
tee, working in collaboration with
the American Arbitration Ass'n, is

satisfactory to all parties concerned,
if its completion is promised for to-

morrow. These sources pointed out
that the code had been submitted on
Monday and that had any strong ob-

jections been raised, its finalization

could not be promised so early.

::..
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Kelsey-Klivan Interests

In 7 Houses to Snaper

New Brunswick, N. J. — David
Snaper has bought out the interests

of Sol R. Kelsey and Phil Klivan in

seven Jersey houses, ending a 25-

year operating partnership. Houses
affected are:

Strand, New Brunswick; Capitol,

?ouHi River; Palace and Strand,
Keyport; Empire, South Amboy and
Lyceum and State, Boonton. Snaper,
Kels?y and Klivan will continue to

be associated in their real estate
' ompanies.

Buys Thurber Story
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has bought "My Life and Hard
Times" by James Thurber, artist and
co-author of the play, "The Male
Animal." Nunnally Johnson will col-

laborate with the author on the
script. Story is said to deal with the
author himself and members of his

family.

Rep. Signs Ann Pennington
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Ann Pennington,

former Ziegfeld dancing star, has
been signed by Republic for "Bad
Men from Rio." This will be Miss
Pennington's first screen appearance
since she appeared in "Happy Days"
for Fox in 1930.

Len Morgan's Book Out
"Klondyke Adventure," a book for

boys by Len Morgan, former movie
trade paper editor, will be on the
bookstands next week. Book was
placed with Thomas Nelson's Sons
by A. Monte Stein.

Schine Shifts Managers
In New York Theaters

Gloversville—Managerial changes
in Seneca Falls, Glens Falls, Glovers-

ville and Geneva were announced by
the Schine home office here as fol-

lows:
Paul Ketchum goes from Strand,

Seneca Falls to Paramount, Glens
Falls, replacing George Brown who
resigned. George Cameron, Geneva,
Geneva, transferred to Strand, Sen-
eca Falls. Gerald Fowler taken from
State, Cortland, to replace Cameron.

C. Alvin Hostler, formerly of Al-
toona. Pa., has been appointed man-
ager Glove, Gloversville, to fulfill

vacancy caused by transfer of Her-
man Addison to State, Cortland. Al-
bert Cohen is to be assistant manag-
er at Glove; Herbert Young assistant
at Hipp, Gloversville.

R. C. Patterson, Jr., Heads
Pix Division on Child Aid

Richard C. Patterson, Jr., chairman
of the board of RKO, will head the
film division to solicit funds for the
U. S. Committee for the Care of
European Children, it was announced
yesterday. John Golden, theatrical

producer, will head the theater di-

vision, and Col. John Reed Kilpatrick
the sports division.

Geraldine Fitzgerald Cast
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Warners has cast

Geraldine Fitzgerald and Jeffrey
Lynn for the romantic leads in "Trial
and Error" in which Thomas Mitchell
has a character role. It goes before
the cameras tomorrow.

Bette Davis to Coast
Bette Davis will leave New York

for the Coast on Oct. 9 to prepare
for her role in Warners' "January
Heights," production on which is

scheduled to start Oct. 21.

"Spring Parade"
with Deanna Durbin, Robert Cummings,

Henry Stephenson, Mischa Auer
Universal 89 Mins.

TOP-NOTCH FEATURE WITH FINE
AUDIENCE APPEAL, MUSIC AND ACTING;
AMONG DURBIN'S BEST.

Deanna Durbin,—on the wings of voice,

personality, charm and natural acting ability,

—rides again in a vehicle so rife with real

entertainment that film audiences are likely

to encounter few of such engaging stamp
all season long. The youthful star adds
definitely to her past accomplishments and
gives promise of becoming a brighter star

in the future than in her days as a sensa-

tion juvenile luminary.

Fans of all ages and tastes will enthuse

over "Spring Parade" which is strong in every

department of film-making. Joe Pasternak

has given the picture fine production values,

and Henry Koster's direction is deserving

of the cream of Hollywood's superlatives.

Rich humor and sly pleasantries stud the

story which recounts how a rural fortune-

teller's vended prophecy that his peasant-

girl customer would find fortune and a fiance

in Vienna. Going to that glittering city,

she meets a baker who takes her into his

household. A talented young composer,

serving in the Austrian Army, falls in love

with her, and the attachment is mutual.

To forward his career, as well as her

romance, she naively sends Emperor Francis

Joseph the waltz penned by her adoring

soldier-composer. The "envelope" was a salt

biscuit from the shop of her baker-benefac-

tor. Of course, the baker is accused and

arrested, but the aged and thoroughly under-

standing Emperor, after he learns the truth,

fixes matters so that the waltz is played

at a great court ball; the orchestra directed

by the composer; and sung by Deanna.

A reconciliation 'twixt the fallen-out lov-

ers is thus effected, and the Cinderella

story ends very happily. Robert Cummings
is excellent as the corporal-wooer, and the

entire cast, principals and supporting play-

ers alike, perfectly chosen.

Among the standout elements are the

music generally, the Durbin rendition of the

famous Blue Danube Waltz, and the char-

acterizations of S. Z. Sakall, who portrays

the baker, and Henry Stephenson, as the

Emperor Francis Joseph. Universal has a

hit in this picture. It's a b.o. "natural."

CAST: Deanna Durbin, Robert Cummings,
Mischa Auer, Henry Stephenson, Butch &
Buddy, Anne Gwynne, Walter Catlett. S. Z.

Sakall, Samuel S. Hinds, Allyn Joslyn, Regin-

ald Denny, Franklin Pangborn, Peggy Moran,

CREDITS: A Henry Koster Production;

Producer, Joe Pasternak; Director, Henry
Koster; Screenplay, Bruce Manning, Felix

Jackson; Original Story, Ernst Marischka;

Music and Lyrics, Robert Stolz, Gus Kahn;

Musical Director, Charles Previn; Director of

Photography, Joe Valentine; Film Editor,

Bernard Burton; Dances, Larry Ceballos;

Sound Supervision, Bernard B. Brown; Tech-

nician, Joe Lapis; Vocal Coach, Andres De
Segurola; Gowns, Vera West; Orchestrations,

Frank Skinner. H. J. Salter; Art Director,

Jack Otterson; Associate Art Director, Rich-

ard H. Riedel; Set Decorations, R. A. Gaus-
man; Technical Advisor, Ricardo de Opel;

Assistant Director, Frank Shaw.

DIRECTION, Excellent. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fine.
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Few Cities to Be Hard Hit by Draft of Pix Eligibles
Effect of Conscription Will

Be Slight on Industry Save
In the Largest Cities

(Continued from Page 1)

it would have been a different mat-
ter.

While anything like complete fig-

ures covering the Greater New York
situation are lacking, it is esti-

mated that there are at least 3,000
military eligibles in various indus-
try fields here.

Few Eligible in Detroit

In Detroit, it is estimated that
10 per cent of all employes in the
Butterfield circuit—110 theaters-
are subject to the draft. It is ex-

pected that junior managers, assis-

tants and doormen will "be swept
away," according to President E. C.

Beatty. The accounting department
also has a large number fo eligible

men.
Typical of the Detroit exchange

situation is the report of the largest
independent, Producers Releasing
Corp., with Manager William Flem-
ion having two men out of six liable

to be called. Detroit salesmen are
generally beyond the age limit. The
Detroit theater situation is typified

by the Fox, where two stagehands,
two advertising men, the treasurer,

house manager, and practically en-

tire usher staff are liable.

Warner Bros, exchange in Cincin-

nati may lose five men, while it is

First Soviet Picture Since Start of the War
To Open in New York in Mid-October

First Russian pix to be imported and exhibited in New York since the outbreak
of World War II will open in a Times Square area house in mid-October, it was said

yesterday. Feature is "Volga, Volga," and is being distributed by Artkino which has
four other Russian features en route.

estimated that one-fifth of employes
in all exchanges and theaters there
may be called.

500 Liable for Call in Chi.

Service eligibles in Chicago have
been estimated at about 500, while
in Buffalo, the number has been
placed at 120. On the West Coast,

FWC, particularly in Los Angeles
and Southern California, has a large
percentage of military eligibles.

Nineteen exchange workers in

Cleveland come under the draft, with
Universal having the largest number
of eligible dx'aftees. RKO could lose

Charles Boasberg, district manager.
Others liable to call in all exchanges
are bookers, salesmen, cashiers and
shippers.

Approximately 20 men in New Or-
leans exchanges and between 30 and
40 in theaters are of draft age. Low
figure is said to be due to the large

number of women employed in ex-

changes and theaters.
Between 25 ant 30 employes in

M. A. Lightman's nine theaters in

Memphis are eligible for military

service.

Milwaukee's exchanges and the-

aters will not be hard hit by the
draft call, except in the case of
some shipping rooms and drivers of

delivery trucks. Ushers and door-
men of draft age are few.

Des Moines Hardest Hit

Des Moines exchanges are ex-

pected to be the hardest hit when
the conscription goes into effect.

Very few of the managers in the Tri-
States and Central States theaters
are unmarried.

It is estimated that 28 men in the

Albany exchanges are within the
required age limit, while there are
about 40 in local theaters within
draft age but no more than 20 likely

to come under Class One classifica-

tion. Fifteen are said to be eligible

in the Warner and Fabian zone dis-

tricts.

A survey in Indianapolis indicates

that only a small percentage of men
in exchanges and theaters are subject
to call.

Alliance Sets Up Bureau
To Fill Conscription Gaps

Chicago — The Alliance Theater
circuit is setting up a bureau, under

Des Moines Exchanges Are
Expected to Be Among
The Hardest Hit by Draft

the direction of the company's audi-
tor, to check and arrange plans fo|
replacement of men called to servic
under the Conscription act. Alliance^,

plans to hold the jobs for the men
called to colors.

Company managers will meet af
the Columbian Club in Indianapolis,!

to complete plans for the Fall busi-*

ness drive of the circuit.

Rochester Webster, Plaza
Theaters Pass to Schines

Rochester — Webster and Plaza
Theaters, nabe houses here, have
been taken over by the Schine cir-i

cuit. The Plaza, which has beer
dark for sometime, will not be re-!

opened, it is said.

Max Fogel, who owned the Web-
ster, goes with Schine as managei
of the Monroe and booker for al!

local Schine houses. Clayt Cornell
Monroe manager, has been shifted tc

|

the West End to succeed Ted Whit-
comb, who resigned. Kermit Arm-
strong stays as Webster manager.

Newspaper Poll on Sun. Movies

Athens, Tenn.—A poll of local sen-

timent on Sunday movies is being
taken by the daily Post Athenian.

NOW BOOKING

OFFICIAL MOTION PICTURES
THE OUTSTANDING HEAVYWEIGHT BOUT OF THE YEAR

PAT

COMISKEY
Between MAX

BAER
The Fighting Irishman Former World's Champion

with

JACK DEMPSEY REFEREE

:

.

723 Seventh Ave.

New York City

For Bookings
WIRE OR PHONE

JACK DIETZ LAckawanna 4 -

1726 - 1727
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ALLIED 5-BL0CKS OPPOSITION IS FADING

PCC Hits Arbitration Setup in Consent Decree

*i i

Tells Arnold Plan is Un-
fair and Unworkable; Con-
ciliation Boards Advanced

In

4

By RALPH WILK
ti'cst Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Los Angeles—First opposition by
an exhibitor organization to the ar-

bitration setup outlined for inclu-

sion in the proposed New York
equity suit consent decree apparent-

y has been registered by the Pacific

Coast Conference of Independent
Theater Owners.
The PCC branded the arbitration

:lause as unfair and unworkable in

ts protest to Thurman W. Arnold,
(Continued on Page 9)

Agree Upon Terms

Of Dramatists Pact

Large scale financing of Broadway
plays by film companies was made
possible yesterday when the story

2ditors of seven major companies,
meeting in the office of J. Robert
Rubin, Metro's chief counsel, agreed
j.n principle upon the terms of the

Dramatists Guild contract for financ-

ng of plays by film companies and
acquisition of screen rights before
production^
Sidney Phillips, Metro; Franklin

(Continued on Page 12)

Altec In Service Pact
For Veterans' Hospitals

The Altec Service Corp. has been
selected by the United States Vet-
erans' Administration to provide
sound service and to supply both
sound and booth parts for the pro-

jection equipment in the Govern-
(Continued on Page 4)

*

Republic Entering
Short Subject Field

West Coast Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—With the signing of Har-

riett Parsons to produce, direct and write

"Hollywood Highlights," one-reel sub-
ject per month. Republic enters the

shorts production field.

PCC Would Force Posting of Bonds by All

Transients Handling Premiums, Giveaways
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY

Hollywood—The Board of Trustees of the Pacific Coast Conference has adopted a

resolution opposing transient handlers of giveaway and premiums. The Board recommends
that transient promoters and salesmen of premiums and giveaways be required to furnish

a sufficient bond to protect each exhibitor with whom they intend to do business, and
that all exhibitors be requested to refuse to give any personal recommendation to such
promotors or salesmen.

Minor Complications Conn. Against Drop

Delay Decree Draft In Tax Exemption

Unexpected complications may de-
lay completion of the proposed con-
sent decree and postpone submission
of draft to' film executives until next
week, it was learned yesterday at

the close of a meeting held at the

office of William J. Donovan, RKO
attorney.
Government officials stated that

there was no serious difficulty and
promised its completion within a few

(Continued on Page 12)

New Haven—Herman M Levy,
Connecticut MPTO executive secre-

tary, reported the recent survey of

exhibitor opinion in this state on
lowering the admission base for levy

of the defense tax, showed exhibs.

almost unanimous in opposing such

a move. Federal tax is now im-

posed on all admissions more than

30 cents.

Goldwyn Retains Medalie
to Press UA Litigation

Samuel Goldwyn yesterday re-

tained George Z. Medalie, to replace
the late Max D. Steuer as attorney
to press Goldwyn's suit for a judicial

decree cancelling his contract with
United Artists. Formal notice was
filed in Federal Court.

Medalie is a former U. S. district

attorney, a former candidate for U.
S. senator and is now president of

the N. Y. County Lawyers Ass'n.

Paine Predicts Settlement

In Radio-Ascap Dispute

Settlement of the radio-Ascap
music controversy before Jan. 1 was
predicted by John G. Paine, Ascap's
general manager, at a meeting called

by Russ Morgan on behalf of orches-

tra leaders anxious to safeguard
their music libraries and other in-

terests. Close to 100 band leaders

and their managers attended the

meeting, held in Toots Shor's res-

taurant.
Invited by Morgan to address the

(Continued on Page 4)

New Contract Dratted in Cuba
U. S. Distribs. Critical of One Clause

See But Single Issue

In "Ramparts Case"

Philadelphia—Taking the position

that the only question involved was
whether the State Censor Board had
abused the discretion allowed by the

latitude of the state statute, Judges
Howard A. Davis, Raymond Mac-
Neille and Byron Milner in Common
Pleas Court here yesterday reserved

(Continued on Page 9)

Havana (By Cable)—Settlement of

the anti-block-booking controversy

which threatened a cessation of oper-

ations here by American distribut-

ing companies is expected shortly.

A new uniform contract has been

drawn up by representatives of the

Cuban exhibitors which is now be-

ing forwarded to the New York of-

fices of the U. S. distributing com-
panies for approval.

Single clause, the first, in the con-
(Continued on Page 3)

Consent Decree's Clause
Now Felt Not as Severe
As Originally Interpreted

By AL STEEN
FILM DAILY Staff Writer

Atlantic City—Opposition to
the New York equity suit con-

sent decree clause calling for
the sale of pictures in blocks of five

appears to be diminishing among Al-
lied leaders.

Regional directors and board mem-
bers attending the annual New Jer-

sey Allied convention here indicate
that the provision is not as severe as
originally interpreted and that it

will partially bring about the re-

forms sought in the Neely bill.

If given a fair trial, one leader
said, exhibitors would not want to

go back to the present method of
(Continued on Page 3)

AID Reports 37%

Of Exhibs. Unsigned

Atlantic City—More than 37 per
cent of exhibitors have not signed
any contract for the 1940-41 pro-
gram, according to the report of the
Allied Information Department sub-
mitted yesterday to the annual con-

vention of New Jersey Allied and the
Eastern Regional Conference. If the

(Continued on Page 4)

Lower Admission, No Tax,
For Soldiers. Allied Idea

Atlantic City—A ruling from the
Bureau of Internal Revenue to per-

mit men in military service to attend
picture theaters at lower admission

(Continued on Page 4)

"Thief of Bagdad"
At Globe in Oct.

"The Thief Of Bagdad" will go into

the Globe Theater during the fourth

week of October for an indefinite run on
a two-a-day basis, it was reported

yesterday. The Alexander Korda pro-

duction will play to a $2.20 top in

box office prices.

1
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Picts. vtc. <2y2%) 47/8 45/8 4% — l/4
Columbia Picts. pfd
Con. Fm. Ind % % %
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd.. .8 8 8 — %
East. Kodak 136 135 135 —1
do pfd
Gen. Th. Eq 10l/4 lO'/a IOI/4

Loew's, Inc 25 >/2 25/2 25/2 — Vi
do pfd 1023/4 10234 1023/4 -(- i/2
Paramount 6% 6% 6% — %
Paramount 1st pfd
Paramount 2nd pfd
Pathe Film 9'/, 9V, 93/4
RKO ZVi IVi 2ft
RKO $6 pfd 35 35 35 — Vz
20th Century-Fox . . . 6'/8 6 6 — Vs
20th Century-Fox pfd
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warn»r Bros 2l/2 2i/

2 2'/2
do pfd

NEW YORK BOND MARKET
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3V2s46.104 104 104 — %
Para. B'way 3s55
Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv.3l/4s47 913/4 91 1/2 91%— 'A
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48 84 84 84

NEW YORK CURB MARKET
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor 93/8 93/8 93/8
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc... ity 3% 3%
Universal Picts

Polio Epidemic Breaks
Out Anew In Iowa Town

Newton, la.—The infantile para-

lysis epidemic which was believed

virtually under control, broke out

anew in Newton forcing a quaran-

tine on all minors as a precaution-

ary measure.

A total of 585 cases of infantile

paralysis have been reported in Iowa
since the first of the year, with 20
deaths.

Gov't Films Being Used
In Campaign, GOP Claims

Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Washington — Rep. Everett M.

Dirksen (R. 111.) speaking for the Re-
publican National Committee yester-
day, charged that motion pictures
filmed at Government expense are
being used as New Deal campaign
propaganda in violation of the pur-
pose of the Hatch Law. Dirksen cited
a bulletin from the women's division
of the Democratic National Commit-
tee entitled, "A New Way to Cam-
paign," which states that pro-Roose-
velt workers should ask the Demo-
cratic National Committee for copies
of Government films exhibited at
Democratic political meetings. Each
movie depicts some enterprise car-
ried on by the Government and spok-
en accompaniment gives the New
Deal credit for the activities shown
on the screen, he charged.
Dirksen struck at commercial

showing of a film depicting the So-
cial Security Act in operation which
is distributed by Columbia,
declaring, "at least one other pic-
ture produced at Government ex-
pense, and dealing with social se-
curity, has been turned over to a
commercial company and, after some
editing and improvement, now is be-
ing shown in commercial movie
houses in many cities under the
guise of being a regular commercial
short feature."

Soundies Trade Showing
In New York in 3 Weeks

Chicago—New York trade showing
of Scundies, the Mills-Roosevelt
automatic nickle-in-the-slot projec-
tors, will take place in about three
weeks, according to James Mangan,
company's ad head. Delivery of the
machines is expected to start in No-
vember.

Broadway Soon to Have
Three Roadshow Pix

With "The Great Dictator" set to
open next month at the Astor on
a two-a-day basis, "The Thief Of
Bagdad" set for the Globe on the
same basis, and Walt Disney's "Fan-
tasia" certain to be housed on a road-
show basis by the first part of No-
vember, Broadway will have three
pictures running on a roadshow ba-
sis at the same time.

Ohio Censors Approve
"Ramparts"; No Cuts

Columbus, O.—The Ohio Censor
Board passed M of T's "The Ram-
parts We Watch" without a cut. Pix
opens at the RKO Palace, Cleveland,
Oct. 5.

Max Ludwig Stricken

New Castle, Pa.—Max Ludwig, 58,
pioneer in outdoor advertising and
well known to movie theater men in
western Pennsylvania, died at his
home here from a heart attack.

Wanger Not to Produce
Broadway Stage Play

Chicago—Walter Wanger, here to

address the Chicago Advertising
Club, told The Film Daily that he
would not produce a stage play
on Broadway, as reported in New
York. But he stated that he would
produce a sequel to "Foreign Corre-
spondent," now in its fifth week at
the Rivoli, New York, and that work
on it would get under way shortly.
Wanger said that receipts from the
first-runs of "Foreign Correspon-
dent" had been very encouraging but
would not predict any expected total

gross "take" from it. He did, how-
ever, predict that better films will

bring better prices.
In his address to the Advertising

Club at its Hotel Sherman luncheon
yesterday, Wanger said that the
movie censorship in Chicago was the
strictest in the country. He claimed
that the Chicago censors are biased
in favor of foreign films. Motion
pictures, he stated, are the greatest
ambassadors we have for the Ameri-
can way of life, and he championed
a free screen to back up this coun-
try's independence.

In touching upon dual and triple

bills in his address, Wanger stated
that longer and better films will do
away with duals and triples.

IATSE Charters Buffalo

Union to Organize Ushers

Buffalo—A charter has been issued
here by the IATSE for the forma-
tion of a local in the "B" category
to organize ushers, cashiers and
doormen. The local will be formally
installed in a few days and will be
known as Local B 178.

Richard Walsh, IA vice-president
who has charge of all "B" unions,
is expected here next week from New
York to actively lead the organiza-
tional activities of the Local until
they get well under way. There are
about 250 theater employes here who
are eligible for membership in the
union.

Rodgers to Address Philly

Exhib. Luncheon Tuesday

William F. Rodgers, who addresses
the New Jersey Allied convention in
Atlantic City today, will go to Phila-
delphia next Tuesday to speak at,

a luncheon for exhibitors at the War-
wick. Metro is playing host, and
about 250 are expected to attend.

Philly luncheon is in line with
Metro's recently inaugurated agenda
which sees Rodgers discussing the
company's policies and product be-
fore exhib. groups.

Funeral Rites Tomorrow
For Marguerite Clark

Funeral services for Marguerite
Clark will be held at the Frank E.
Campbell Funeral Church at 10
o'clock tomorrow morning. Follow-
ing cremation, the ashes will be
placed in the Williams family mau-
soleum in New Orleans.

COfflinG and GOIflG

JOHN JONES, Jones, Linick & Schaefer, fil

buyer is in New York from Chicago.

CENE MURPHY left for the Coast last nigh

EDWARD C. ROBINSON leaves New York t<

night for White Sulphur Springs where he w
be a guest of honor at the convention of tl

American Druggists Ass'n.

ROY ROGERS, Republic star, is in town.

SAM and BELLA SPEWACK are due f
1

from the Coast today with the script of a ru
stage comedy.

CENE KELLY has left by automobile for Me;
ico.

LELAND HAYWARD has arrived from tlj

Coast and is stopping at the Waldorf-Astoria.

JOSEPH M. SCHENCK is here from the Coasj

ROBERT B. SINCLAIR has returned from tl i

Coast to conduct final rehearsals of "The Phil, i

delphia Story" company before it starts on ton
j

ABEN KANDEL is a New York visitor.

WALTER KANE has returned to the Coa
after a New York trip.

SAM DEMBOW, JR., and LEONARD COLDEr
SON are in Hollywood for a look at futu
Paramount pictures.

JAMES ROOSEVELT has returned to the Coa_
from Chicago.

BERT WHEELER returns shortly to the Pai
studios from an Eastern p. a. tour.

DONALD CRISP has returned to Hollywoi
following a vacation cruise in northern Pacif
waters.

ARTHUR SHIELDS leaves Hollywood tomorrc
for New York to direct a stage play.

WALLACE BEERY has returned to the Met
Studios from a hunting trip to Jackson's Hoi
Wyo.

S. SYLVAN SIMON is back at the Met
studios following a Hawaiian vacation.

Chi. Censors Passing
On Commercial Films

Chicago—Assumption of jurisdii

tion by the Chicago Censor Boar

over commercial films designed fc

public exhibition apparently is to b

accepted unchallenged. At any rat'

Lieut. James Costello, of the Boar<

says commercials are being submitte-

for licensing. Flow of pix fc
screening has increased; for
period of weeks, there was a marke
drop.

THE FILM
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Edmund Burns

Caston Wyler

Tom Terriss

Ed Sullivan

SEPTEMBER 28
Ernest Fegte

Mickey Rooney

SEPTEMBER 29
Greer Garson Billy Bevan

Virginia Bruce Michael G. Klet
Irwin D. Rathstone Don Castle
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New Contract

W^iiw

•
rafted in Cuba

(Continued from Page 1)

act, which stipulates that con-

:s shall endure for only six
1 lonths and that titles of pictures

id the stars in the pictures shall

fE
named when the contract is made,

^s drawn the disapproving fire of

inerican representatives here. It

pointed out that cast changes and
* tie changes are inevitable. This

Eint is certain to be adjusted satis-

ctorily, informed sources declare.

Other features in the contract, be-
^ sieved generally acceptable, provide

I r«r limitation on exhibition to the
<tent that not more than two fea-

' * 'ires shall be shown in theaters on
*ek-days, except that a western can

C :j

5 added to the double bill on Sun-
tys and holidays; that if two fea-

jt Ares are released in Cuba at the

e time, one of them must be
jnated as a "small" picture; the
-fer by exhibitors of 20 per cent
pictures contracted for on 10

s h ays' notice, providing these pie-

ces are played no later than 30
•w>iys after the original playdate;

distributors the same transfer
ivilege on delivery.

»11 Contract draft also covers numer-
|s other incidentals, such as han-

ging of accessories, costs on trans-

rs, etc.

Arbitration is also provided for
the contract, with "adjusters" to

selected to settle such disputes
may arise on a number of sub-

:ts. Final recourse to the Havana
urts is also provided in disputes
at cannot be arbitrated satisfac-

rily.

-|
; Agreement, if and when the con-

J:aiact is finally phrased to the mu-
;

f
,ial satisfaction of all parties con-

• Jjrned, will run from the date of

miner by the distributor to July
B"„ 1942.

It is expect that replies will be
:eived from the New York offices

the distributing companies short-

utt

00 Fines for Revels

Harry Revel, song writer, and his

other, William, a dancer, were
,.ed $500 by Federal Judge Leamy

f/i|re yesterday for the admitted use
m a passport obtained thru fraud.

J unsel told the Court the two were

<«'

XI!

•tims of racketeers.

NEBBING BELLS

'..., Minneapolis— A stag party was
-own for Wilfred Perper, manager

W
I

the neighborhood Ritz, who will

w.ni>:>n marry Beatrice Fisher. She is

p
daughter of Nate Fisher, owner

the Varsity and Campus, suburban
£ waters.

Cleveland—Sylvia Amster, secre-

i jT to RKO branch manager George
fko, will be married Sunday to
alter Cohn.

T T T
• • • THE gloom thai prevaded Mud ville when the mighty

Casey tanned furiously and futilely for his third strike was a mere

bag of shells compared to the sorrow soon to overtake New York's

youngsters when the Academy of Sports at the World's Fair

marches forever into the dugout of history with the closing of the

exposition The Academy has been a splendid feature of the big

show o'er on the Flushing Meadows and vast credit goes to

Christy Walsh the Director of Sports That's a perfect title for

him because he has guided along the road of sportsmanship

tens of thousands of kids whom he provided with athletic instruc-

tion via a faculty composed of the biggest names in the world of

sport

V V V
• • • WHAT Christy Walsh has done during his two

years at the Fair far transcends the furnishing of pleasure

and instruction to his young charges While most

of the exposition's features accented awe imparted in-

formation and tossed thrills this Mister Walsh was con-

structing character In that respect he was one of the Fair's

truly unique exhibits Incidentally, the said gent did a helluva

lot to encourage the kids to take sports photographs and

interest them in the athletic reels they could see on their nabe

movie house screens When he selected a kid to symbolize the

"average sandlot type" of youngster it was a chip off a famous

film figure —little Eden Bitzer— son of Billy Bitzer

who in the silent days photographed many of the greatest celluloid

dramas including "The Birth of a Nation" Christy Walsh
has long had a warm spot in his Irish heart for filmland It's

natural that a showmen would

T T
• • • IT was 12:30 a.m. on Saturday last when Wilmer

Novak of East Port Chester. N. Y phoned the Rye police station

and told the coppers he'd lost his wallet some hours before

in the Rye Playhouse Harry Hickey. theater custodian, was roused

from his slumber and hied down to the movie house for a li'l

search You guessed it— right on the seat which Novak had

occupied was the lost wallet with the dough fully intact

(The title of the picture playing at the house was "All This And Heaven

Too")

T
• • • UP until yes'day New York was wont to warble:

"Little Annie Rooney Is My Sweetheart" But now Lit-

tle Mickey is. . . .Yep, Father Knickerbocker's citizens have tossed

Annie right out of the lyric and city ... .and installed the Holly-

wood star in her place It's not as cold-blooded an act as might

appear on the surface Annie (we checked with Ascap) wasn't

born in New York and Mickey was Furthermore, Annie
never made a Metro picture called "Strike Up The Band"
and Mickey did Well, Sir, young Mickey landed at Penn Sta-

tion 'bout 8 a.m. He wielded a baton and began a gay trek

up to Loew's State to commence a series of personal appear-

ances Nothing like Rooney 's march has been seen on the face

of the earth since the Pied Piper days Then, a mere army of

rodents followed in parade But in Mickey's wake came ava-

lanches of trumpets, trombones, French horns, fifes and clarinets

"A" sez you, "a band" Band, hell! —there were
TEN of 'em!

it « « » »

Allied's "5-Blocks"

Opposition Fading

(Continued from Page 1)

buying, nor would they favor the
complete elimination of selling in

blocks.

Consensus is that the distributors
will not group four mediocre pic-

tures with one top bracketed pic-

ture, but will make the blocks as
uniform in quality as possible. Some
see a better grade of pictures all

along the line as producers will not
gamble on any story that does not
have box-office appeal.
While these opinions are those

of individuals, Allied's official stand
on the issue is expected before the
convention closes tomorrow.

British Exhibs. Concerned
Over MOT Operator Pay

London (By Air Mail)—British
exhibitors, who are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to obtain pro-
jectionists in face of the call to the
colors, are facing a new worry in
the fact that the Ministry of Infor-
mation is paying operators over
nine pounds a week, inclusive of
subsistence, to work with touring
vans. Operators receiving the pre-
vailing theater wage are reported
throwing up their jobs to join the
MOT traveling companies.
The ENSA, film section, which

employs many operators for 16 mm.
shows, has complained to the Min-
istry that, owing to MOT's signing
up technicians at advanced pay,
there is a growing shortage of op-
erators for both picture theaters and
other services.

Canadian UAC Revenue
Maintaining Increase

Montreal—Revenue from paid at-

tendance at United Amusement Corp.
theaters to date this year has main-
tained the moderate increase shown
over last year as recorded at the
end of the first quarter. The year's
trend, together with broadening pub-
lic purchasing power, indicate that
improvement will continue for the
balance of 1940. Slightly higher
maintenance costs prevail this year,
and some improvements to theaters
are being effected.

Segal Plans Coast Jaunt

Boston—Harry Segal of Imperial
Pictures, Inc., will go to the Coast
in mid-October to arrange booking
deals for "Reefer Madness" and also
to dispose of Southern California dis-
tribution rights.

STORKS!
Cleveland—H. E. McManus of Co-

operative Theaters of Ohio is the
father of an 8^ pound son who ar-
rived the end of the week as a com-
panion to two daughters.
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AID Reports 37%

Of Exhibs. Unsigned

(Continued from Page 1)

survey made by the committee can be
considered authentic, exhibitors in

non-Allied territories paid more for
product than those in Allied regions
on last year's contracts
Analysis of the reported hundreds

of cards X'eceived in answer to the
AID poll was made yesterday by Sid-
ney E. Samuelson, chairman of the
committee. Among the points re-

vealed by him were the following:
The percentage of each company's

sales to the total number of contracts
sold follows:

Columbia, 15 per cent; Metro, 11;

Monogram, 2.5; Paramount, 8; Re-
public, 5; RKO, 17; 20th-Fox, 15;

United Artists, 7.7; Universal, 11.3;

Vitagraph, 7.5.

Analysis of Prices Paid

An analysis of prices paid for flat

rentals and guarantees for the 1940-

41 season compared with last year
revealed the following:

Question
Paid same Paid not
or less more answered
Percent Percent Percent

Columbia 41 20 39
Metro 33 24 43
Monogram 58 18 24
Paramount 48 20 32
Republic 39 39 22
RKO 55 8 37
20th Century-Fox ..46 17 37
United Artists 30 6 64
Universal 29 28 43

Vitagraph 52 24 24

One of the questions asked was the
percentage of film rentals to gross
receipts, which allegedly resulted in

showing that more was being paid for

film rentals in non-Allied territory

than where exhibitors are organized
in Allied units. The figures of per-
centage of film rentals to gross re-

ceipts on last year's contracts are as
follows

:

Non-
Allied Allied

Per cent Percent

Columbia 32 40
Metro 38 41

Monogram 21 42
Paramount 35 38
Republic 29 33

RKO 40 45
20th Century-Fox 39 45
United Artists 37 38
Universal 31 38
Vitagraph 34 37

High Point in Percentage Receipts
The high point in percentage of

receipts paid for film rental was dis-

closed in a card received from a mid-
dle-western exhibitor in non-Allied
territory, wherein he reported the
following percentages of receipts

paid for him: 20th Century-Fox,
79 per cent; Universal, 59 per cent;

Vitagraph, 53 per cent.

He remarked: "In a competitive
town of this size (2519) exhibitor has
no choice or say in regard to price;

producers state price and if you want
to keep your theater open you pay
what they ask, or they sell the other
house, even though you have been do-

ing business with them for years."

In several other instances, per-

centages were reported closely ap-
proximating the above.
The committee expressed the feel-

ing that Universal had broken faith

with exhibitors in not delivering

"Spring Parade" on the 1939-40 con-

Political Parties Must Pay Professional
Players' Rates, Theater Authority Rules

Ruling of the Theater Authority, actor unions' agency, barring free appearances
of union members in motion pictures, radio programs or political rallies for the benefit
of either of the Presidential candidates, has headed off plans for a number of stunts
featuring prominent players, both here and on the Coast. Authority has ruled that the
political parties must pay professional rates for entertainers.

Cut Scales tor Service Men?
Allied Favors Admission Drop, No Taxes

(Continued f

prices and without paying the de-
fense tax will be sought by Allied,
it was decided yesterday at a meet-
ing of Eastern Regional directors.

Under the proposed plan, theaters
in the vicinity of military camps or
elsewhere could permit a man in uni-
form to buy, for example a 40-cent
ucket for zu or 25 cents with no addi-

tional tax.

Opinion of the regional leaders

rom Page 1)

was that drafted or enlisted men will

be working for the Government in

its defense preparations and there-
fore should not be forced to help pay
for their own service.

A financial report by the regional
representatives revealed that prac-
tically every unit quota has been met
and that delinquencies are insigni-
ficant, indicating that Allied is in a
good financial situation.

Paramount Theater Fined
For Lack of Sign Permit

Magistrate Michael A. Ford yes-

terday in Municipal Term Court fined

the Hercules Theater Corp., opera-

tors of the Paramount Theater at

Broadway and 43rd Street, $50 for

failure to obtain a city permit at

10 cents a square foot for a big sign

used last April to advertise a film.

Magistrate Ford's decision, Assist-

ant Corporation Counsel Joseph

Frasca stated ,will enable New York
City to control all types of signs and

to receive additional income from
permits for such signs.

Arthur Israel, Jr., attorney for the
Hercules Corp., said the advisability
of an appeal from Magistrate Ford's
decision was under advisement.

Arrested in Detroit

To Face Syracuse Charge

Detroit — Frank Shepard, former

assistant manager of the Eckel The-

ater, Syracuse, N. Y., is under ar-

rest here at the request of the Syra-
cuse authorities. He faces a first de-
gree grand larceny indictment, re-
turned in Onondaga County, and
charging him with the theft of about
$2,000 in Eckel b.o. receipts in 1933.

"Death Valley" Serial

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Universal will make a

thirteen-episode serial, "Riders of
Death Valley," with Dick Foran, Leo
Carrillo, Buck Jones, Charles Bick-
ford, Nan Grey, Guinn Williams and
Noah Beery, Jr. Ford Beebe and Ray
Taylor will direct. Production starts
this Fall.

tract, and that it should be delivered
to 1940-41 contract holders at the
same price.

Republic Taken to Task
Republic was taken to task for its

policy of withholding four Autrys
and two Roy Rogers' westerns, which
were sold on the 1939-40 contract.
The question of the distributors'

demands for increased admission
prices on certain pictures was dis-

cussed at length. Reports were re-

ceived from the floor that exhibitors
who raised prices lost patronage on
pictures played just before and af-

ter the upped box-office scale. The
exhibitors declared they would not
repeat the experience.
Correspondence and other informa-

tion relating to "Arizona," which
the exhibitors said they believed
would be delivered on the 1939-40
contract and which it now appears
Columbia will not deliver as expected
was discussed.

Another picture discussed was
"Foreign Correspondent," which the
committee on the basis of present
information said it believed to be
the same picture that was adver-
tised and sold by United Artists
under the title "Personal History."

The fact that the picture obviously
was inspired by the book by Vincent
Sheean entitled "Personal History"
and was made by the same director
and embodies the same actors in the
cast is regarded as conclusive on
this point.

Analysis of Deals Today
An analysis of the deals sold by

each company will be made by the
AID committee at today's meeting
of the convention. A written de-

tailed report will be sent to exhibi-
tors participating in the survey.
The meeting closed with a discus-

sion of the failure of the producers
to control the showing at non-the-
atricals of 16 mm. reproductions of
standard 35 mm. feature releases.

A comprehensive report on this sub-
ject was made by Don R. Rossiter,
member of AID, of Indianapolis.
Rossiter forecast that failure by the

distributors to remedy the situation
would be followed by legislative

action to regulate non-theatricals.
The AID committee is comprised

of Sidney E. Samuelson, Philadel-

phia, chairman; Arthur Howard,
Boston; Don R. Rossiter, Indianap-
olis; P. J. Wood, Columbus; and A.
F. Myers, counsel.

Predicts Settlement of

Radio-Ascap Dispute

(Continued from Page 1)

gathering, Paine warned the music-
ians to beware of entangling alli-

ances, urged them to think of their
own personal interests first, and
pointed out that the selection q*
musical material is as important f
a conductor as the selection of sto-
ries is to an established film star.

On the basis of contracts already
signed by Ascap with independent
radio stations, as well as informa-
tion about how chain executives,
agency heads and others privately
feel about the current dispute,
Paine assured the band leaders that
by Jan. 1 every station and evefy
network will have an Ascap license.

As chairman of the orchestra lead-
ers, Russ Morgan explained that,
because the libraries and profes-
sional reputations of musicians are
seriously jeopardized by the current
controversy, it was decided to hold
open forums with both Ascap and
BMI in an effort to decide what the
band leaders should do in the matter.

Others who spoke included Isham
|

Jones, Barry Winton, Paul Specht,
Aaron Goldmark. Following next
Monday's meeting, when BMI will

be heard, the band leaders will hold
a closed conference of musicians and
their union officials to map definite

plans for safeguarding their inter-

ests, especially the matter of librar-

ies as it was estimated that music-
ians have about $10,000,000 invested
in libraries and about 80 per cent of

the music is Ascap.

Altec In Service Pact
For Veterans' Hospitals

(Continued from Page 1)

ment's 91 veterans' hospitals, of
which there is at least one in every
state. The contract covers a period
of 10 years. Col. J. B. Dexter rep-
resented the Veterans' Association
in the negotiations.

"Throughout the discussions, I

was forcibly impressed with the
earnestness of the desire, on the
part of the officials of the Veterans'
Administration, to provide the men
in the hospitals with a quality of

entertainment comparable to the

best and most modern theaters," L.

W. Conrow, Altec president, said

yesterday in announcing the con-

tract.

Testimonial for Adelman
Philadelphia— Testimonial dinner

for Myer Adelman, head of New
Jersey Messenger Service, will be

held at the Walt Whitman Hotel
Camden, on Oct. 20.

Alvin Leonard in Rochester

Alvin Leonard, formerly on the

publicity staff at Warner Bros

home office, is now student assistant

manager with Loew's Rochester The-

ater.
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Ten times the eyeful; ten times

as tuneful; ten times as funful

on the screen
With a parade of talent

and beauty from the stage

show and the screen . . .

The most joyous laughs

and romance that ever

lifted your heart,.. spark-

ling with youth and glam-

our . . . THE BOX-OFFICE

NEED OF THE HOUR!

with

LUCILLE BALL* RICHARD CARLSON
ANN MILLER* EDDIE BRACKEN

i FRANCES LANGFORD«DESSARNAZ
W HAL LeROY •

Produced and Directed by GEORGE ABBOTT

V
m.



Kay Kyser and his band,
Ginny Simms and the three
Bad Humor Men, Boris
Karloff, Bela Lugosi and
Peter Lorre, doing their last

spooky seance for Director
Dave Butler and "You'll
Find Out, " the miracle mys-
tery musical... Ready soon to

join RKO RADIO parade of

big ones like Carole Lombard
and Charles Laughton in

"They Knew What They
Wanted"—Ginger Rogers in

"Kitty Foyle"—Anna Neagle
in "No, No, Nanette" and
Orson Welles in "Citizen
Kane."
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See Single Issue

In "Ramparts" Case

(Continued from Page I)

decision in the M of T's appeal from
the censors' ban on "The Ramparts
-We Watch."

Observers at the hearing expressed
^ie belief at its close that the Court's
-ecision, when handed down, would
uphold the censors' action in order-
ing the deletion of the Nazi-made
footage from the "Baptism of Fire,"

used as a new ending for the M of

T feature. The Court asked for no
briefs. Should such an adverse de-

cision come, it is anticipated the

M of T will appeal to the State Su-
preme Court.
Line of attack taken by William

Clarke Mason, M of T counsel, en-

countered frequent objections from
Deputy Attorney General George J.

Barto, with the Court generally up-
holding the objections. Attempts by
Mason to establish that the contro-

versial footage was a newsreel were
met by the Court with the ruling

that it was in a feature and that,

further, "a newsreel is something
that is new."
The Court refused to consider the

fact that censors in other states had
passed the feature without cuts, and,

with Mrs. Edna Carroll, Board chair-

man on the stand, there was a lively

exchange as to the Board's reasons
in rejecting the German footage. It

was pointed out that Mrs. Carroll

had merely repeated the statute

phraseology.
"I love every word of it," Mrs.

Carroll declared.
Among those in court were Roy

Larsen, Louis de Rochemont, Sid

Kramer, John Wood and George Col-

lins, all of New York, and Jay Eman-
uel, at whose Harrisburg and Read-
ing houses the feature was pulled

because of the censors' edict.

It was learned yesterday that a
screening of "The Ramparts We
Watch" was to have been held in the

Philadelphia Navy Yard on Wednes-
day, but was cancelled out of what
is described by sources close to sit-

uation as "deference of local Navy
officials for those of the State whose
censors had rejected the picture."

However, it was also learned through
unofficial channels that the film was
projected Wednesday in Washington
for Navy representatives.

|
Henie Show Opens Oct. 10

"It Happens On Ice," ice spectacle

j

with Sonja Henie, opens at the Cen-

J
ter on Oct. 10 instead of Oct. 9. Pro-
duction will be presented every eve-
ning except Monday, with matinees
Wednesdays and Saturdays. Prices
are scaled from 75 cents to $2.75.

47 Join Chi Salesmen Club
Chicago — Forty-seven of the 51

film salesmen, attached to the Chi-
cago exchanges have joined the new-
ly organized Salesmen Club, accord-
ing to President William Wein-
shancker of Universal. Quarters
have been secured in Hotel Sherman.

PCC Hits Arbitration Setup
Offers Long List of Suggestions to Arnold

(Continued

Assistant Attorney General, and in-
stead recommended that concilia-
tion boards, composed of producer-
distributor and exhibitor reps., be
established, it became known here
yesterday.

Blocks-of-Five Attacked
The PCC additionally lined up

with other exhib. bodies in opposi-
tion to blocks-of-five selling, con-
tending that what the exhibitor needs
is the right to buy blocks of pic-
cures, with proper elimination rights.
This, it is pointed out, will assure
sufficient product but at the same
time make it possible to eliminate
undesirable pictures.
Other PCC recommendations to

Arnold were that a new brief stand-
ard exhibition contract be prepared,
this contract to be approved by De-
partment of Justice; that commer-
cialized previews be considered a
first-run, if such previews are pre-
sented to paying audience or an-
nounced to the public in any medium
whatsoever; that an exhibitor
should have privilege of cancelling
any picture exclusive of Westerns
and reissues that does not have first-

run in a recognized first-run the-
ater in an exchange center and right
to cancel any feature that may be
locally offensive on moral, religious
or racial grounds.

Wants No Discrimination

Further, that there should be no
discrimination by a distributor in
favor of an affiliated circuit, that
exhibitors buying a selective con-
tract shall be required to announce
acceptance or rejection of any pic>

ture in such contract within one
week of receipt of notice of avail-

ability, in order to establish a defi-

nite availability for such pictures to

subsequent-run exhibitors; that ex-

from Page 1)

hibitors should not be forced to buy
westerns, re-issues, serials, foreign-
made pictures (even though such
pictures are produced outside the U.
S. in English by distributor or an af-
filiate or subsidiary), short subjects,
news reels or trailers as a condi-
tion for entering into a contract for
features.

For 20 Per Cent Cancellation Right

Also that practice of extended runs
results in delay and uncertainty as
to availability of a given picture
and in order to enable subsequent-
runs exhibitor to determine avail-

ability of pictures, all clearance
should be computed from opening
date of first-run in each exchange
territory and that unfair clearance
should be eliminated; that in ref-

erence to percentage rentals, dis-

tributors should not have right to

designate deferred playing time;
that exhibitors should have right to

canced 20 per cent of number of pic-

tures they have contracted for.

PCC reported that if a proper con-

sent decree were drawn up which
met approval of all exhibitors, it

would be preferred rather than the
carrying on of the New York suit.

N. J. Allied to Ask State
Regulation of 16mm. Pix

Atlantic City—In order to prevent
invasion of non-theatrical enterpri-

ses, New Jersey Allied yesterday
voted to press for state legislation

to keep this type of competition
from becoming a menace.

It was proposed that legislation

be enacted that would require non-
theatrical projects to comply with
all the laws and regulations in re-

gard to sanitation and safety as are
applied to regular theaters.

New Theater Companies
Organized in Chicago

Chicago—Several new theater com-
panies have been organized in Chi-

cago. They include the Sumner The-

ater Corp. with offices at 316 S.

LaSalle St. Dwight Brown and A.

G. Venske are the principals; The
Lucas Theater Corp. with offices at

220 S. State St., B. A. Lucas and A.
R. Klaus are principals; The Eden
Amusement Enterprises formed by
M. H. Feldman, L. Andre and M. S.

Tolson, with offices at 33 N. LaSalle
St.

Wyler to Direct "My Valley"
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — Twentieth Century-

Fox has borrowed William Wyler
from Samuel Goldwyn to direct the
screen version of Richard Llewellyn's
novel, "How Green Was My Valley."
Production will start within a few
weeks. Mary Beth Hughes, Alan
Curtis and Anne Baxter have been
cast in supporting roles.

Essaness Theaters
To Continue Premiums

Chicago—The Essaness Circuit has
decided to continue premiums in its

Chicago theaters and has made a
deal for a 20-piece earthenware oven
set, already used in six of the cir-

cuit's Chicago houses.

Connie Bennett Gets Lead
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Constance Bennett has

been signed for the lead in Robert
Sherwood's production, "Washington
Correspondent," an original story by
William Bowers. Story was sub-
stituted for "Legacy" in Miss Ben-
nett's contract, the actress having
withdrawn from the latter.

Pic Advances Frances Simon
Frances Simon, formerly with

United Artists publicity department
in New York, has been named man-
aging editor of Pic magazine. Miss
Simon until recently was Hollywood
editor of Pic.

«REVI€UJS»
"Young Bill Hickok"

with Roy Rogers, George "Gabby" Hayes,
Jacqueline Wells

Republic 59 Mins.

SNAPPY WESTERN HAS PLENTIFUL
ACTION AND AN ABLE CAST.

Latest in Republic's series with Roy Rog-
ers, this one should be right up the action
fans' alley. It moves along throughout at a
snappy pace, the action is more than plenti-
ful, the cast is personable and able, and the
outdoor scenery and technical work are on
the credit side.

Rogers sings several numbers, rides his

horse the way a cowboy should, shoots like
he knows which end of the gun to hold, and
bangs the villains around with abandon when
given an opportunity. George "Gabby"
Hayes gives his usual expert characteriza-
tion of the grizzled old frontiersman. Jac-
queline Wells is an attractive decoration for
the picture, and John Miljan and Hal Talia-
ferro are villains of the first class. Good
bits are contributed by Sally Payne and
Monte Blue.

Joseph Kane gets credit as the associate
producer and director, with an original

screenplay credited to Norton S. Parker
and Olive Cooper. Rogers is sent out to take
charge of a relay station on the stage route
after Miljan, a foreign agent, has hired
Taliaferro to ruin all communication lines

and trouble is rampant. Rogers covers him-
self with glory on his first meeting with
Taliaferro and his raiders, and finally proves
their undoing in the end of the picture.
However, he has numerous troubles in be-
tween, such as being framed for a holdup,
losing his girl temporarily and almost get-
ting hung.

CAST: Roy Rogers, George "Gabby"
Hayes, Jacqueline Wells, John Miljan, Sally

Payne, Archie Twitchell, Monte Blue, Hal
Taliaferro, Ethel Wales, Jack Ingram, Monte
Montague.

CREDITS: Associate Producer and Direc-
tor, Joseph Kane; Original Screenplay, Nor-
ton S. Parker and Olive Cooper; Cameraman,
William Nobles; Editor, Lester Orlebeck.

DIRECTION, Snappy. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Good.

Oliver, Detroit. Acquired
Detroit—The Oliver Theater, north

end house, is being taken over by
Moule and Newman Circuit from Al
Ruttenberg, who will continue to op-
erate the Iris Theater.

17th House for W & W Chain
Detroit—Wisper & Wetsman Cir-

cuit has taken over the Oakman
Theater from Jack Krass. This
makes 17 theaters for W & W, larg-
est independent circuit in Michigan.

Ashman Bros. Acquire House
Detroit — The Ashman Brothers,

operators of an upstate circuit, are
taking over the Garden Theater at
Frankfort, from Mrs. Custer Car-
land.

Marcus Unit In Havana
Havana (By Air Mail)—Alcazar

theater of the Smith circuit will
drop its film policy Oct. 1, for the
A. B. Marcus show, "La Vie Paree."
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EQUIP
General Seating Co.

Reports New Jobs

Chicago — Headquarters here of
General Seating Co. report that film

theater chairs manufactured by the
organization have recently been in-

stalled in the Pueblo Theater, Pueb-
lo, Colo.; Rialto, Caspar, Wyo.; Ritz,

Lawton, Okla.; York Beach Theater,
York Beach, Me.; and the Bell The-
ater, Chicago.
The L. T. Rockenstein Co. of

St. Louis has just installed General
seats in the Regal, Wellsville, Mo.,
for the account of John Rees, and
the house operated by R. C. Cluster
in Metropolis, 111.

Scott Ballantyne Co. of Omaha
has supplied General seats for the
Fort Theater, Kearney, Neb.; United
Theater Supply Co. for the State,

Tampa, Fla.; A. S. Steinberg Co. of

Pittsburgh for the Liberty, Conflu-

ence, Pa.; Western Theater Equip-
ment Co. of Portland, Ore., for the
Capitol, Bend, Ore.; and the Capitol
City Supply Co. of Atlanta for the

Legion Theater in Cartersville, Ga.

Dream Will Soon See
Patrons Walhing

Indianapolis— Anticipating increased
activities in nearby Jeffersonville via

construction there of the U. S. Army
Ordnance Supply warehouse, the Switow
Theatrical Enterprises will modernize the
Dream Theater shortly, and reopen that
house which has been closed for several

years. It is also announced that the
Switow interests will remodel the Majes-
tic Theater in Seymour.

New Mexico House Opens
In Native Decoration

Farmington, N. M.—Shuttered for

remodeling for six weeks, the Allen

Theater has reopened here with a

special dedicatory program.

Walls and ceiling were entirely re-

lined with Nu-Wood in colors, the

designs patterned in Navajo and

other southwestern Indian symbols.
In the center of the ceiling the fa-

mous Pueblo sun symbol, the Zia,

has been placed around the main
lighting fixture, and Navajo symbols
surround the Zia.

NOT A CARE IN THE WORLD
Take it easy, now, Baby, because when
you grow up to be an exhibitor, you'll

have plenty troubles! But there's one

trouble you never need to have— be-

cause you can delegate it to someone

else: projection room troubles. An
Altec sound service agreement, and an

Altec booth parts agreement reduce

projection room worries to practically

zero. Change to Altec today!

CHANGE TO THE BETTER

NTS Ready to Market

New Walker Screen

National Theater Supply Co.

demonstrated to trade press repre-

sentatives yesterday in the 20th-Fox
screening room the new Walker
Plastic Moulded Screen which NTS
will distribute exclusively.

The screen represents a unique de-

parture from former practices in

that it is an integral part of the pro-

jection and sound system,—a moulded
plastic reproducer of Technicolor,

black-and-white pictures and sound,

—it was explained by NTS officials.

Contentions of its manufacturer
and distributor are that it delivers

a better picture by enhancing the

richness and beauty of Technicolor;
deepening tones of colors and blacks;

increasing range of color tones; im-
proving contrast; doubling the norm-
al illusion of depth; reflecting color

balanced light; and providing a uni-

form projection surface without
seams.

Further, it is contended that the

new screen delivers better sound by
transmitting it with greater bril-

liance and fidelity, permitting it bet-

ter distribution, and lowering fader
levels and background noises.

High efficiency is maintained, NTS
spokesmen declared, since sound
transmission does not deteriorate,

chief causes of rapid deterioration

are eliminated, and projection effi-

ciency maintained at peak levels two
and one-half times longer.

Construction of the new screen
reveal strips of perforated fabric

backing impregnated with a thin

coating of a plastic substance. The
strips are then welded together under
heat and pressure, leaving a per-
fectly flat even surface. Over this

surface is moulded an Amorpho-
Crystalline pigment in plastic form.
On each performation the plastic

surface forms a flaring horn with
smooth sides.

To Revive Ohio House
Campbell, O. — Milton Hansburg

has leased the old Hazelton Dome
Theater here, and plans to complete-
ly remodel it as the Center.

BLUR
FLAG AND VALANCE CO.

71 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N, Y.

646 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Illinois

8954 Gibson Street, Lot Angelet, Calif.

Equipment Fi
By Gp

Equipment h. '

J-^ERMAN DeVRY says his outfit i

working at capacity en Fall bus
ness. At company's Chicago plar
several new models now in produ<
tion are being tested, including a
automatic projector.

* * *

Any time up to New Year's Da
will be moving day for occupants c

five stores on Ann Arbor Michigan
State Street, 'cause the W. H. Buttei
field Theaters have notified the occv
pants to vacate within that span s

that construction of a new theater ca
commence.

* * *

Mrs. John Walters, one of the fei

femme exhibs. in industry ranks, i.

building a new movie house, the At
bot, in West Huntington, W. Vj
Her organization is Walters Araust
ment Co.

* * *

The Coledrinx Co. has been forme
out in Chicago to service film theatei
with vending machines. Offices are c

626-638 North Albany Ave.
* * *

Another Chi. enterprise just oi

ganized is Luminous Tube Lightin
Corp., 1622 West Division St.,

build and distribute lighting syste
for theaters and other public buil
ings. Gents behind the guns ar
Louis D. Goodman, F. 0. Budnick an
John E. Goodman.

* * *

Clint's Theater in Greenwood, At
is being remodeled throughout i

eluding renovation of seats and stag^
* * *

Manny Marcus has added the Es,

quire Theater in Fort Wayne, Ind
to the list of his Indianapolis thea
ters to receive Altec service, as re

suit of new service agreements ne

-Gibson House Reopening
Kittanning, Pa.—The State Thea

ter, operated by Andrew Gibsor
which has been closed since July
for renovation and remodeling, wC
reopen on Oct. 1. The capacity o-

the theater has also been enlarge
by 225 seats, and an entirely ne\
front installed.

Remodel Steel Corp. House
Wheelwright, Ky. — The Wheel

wright Theater, operated by the In 1

land Steel Corp., will reopen afte
complete renovation. The house ha]
been dark.

Install Transitone Screens
New Haven—Loew-Poli houses ar

being equipped with new Transiton
screens, and maroon and gold winte
color mats.

Prakas Sprucing-Up
Bridgeport—Athan Prakas is re!

painting the front, lobby, and mar 1

quee of his 736-seat Rivoli Theater
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. gotiated twixt Altec and F. C.

J Dickely.

A. L. Royal and Monte Hance are

'building a new theater at McComb,
iMiss., as yet unchristened. Royal op-
erates two stands at Gulfport, Miss.,

and Hance was formerly with the

Saenger Circuit. They have contracted

for RCA Photophone sound and booth
equipment.

* * *

Five St. Louis electric sign manu-
facturers have been admitted to

membership in the National Sign
Ass'n which headquarters in Denver,
Colo. Quintette comprise Crystal
Electric Sign Co., Day-Brite Light-
ing, Inc., Federal Brilliant Co., G. C.

Kirn Advertising Sign Co., and Mis-
souri Jewelite Co., Inc. Each was
required to subscribe to a public pol-

icy amendment binding themselves
to truth in advertising, work for
protection and conservation of land-

scape beauty, and avoid placing any
sign in a position which may cause
public to object.

* * *

Two subcommittees to function un-
der direction of the Academy of Mo-
tion Picture Arts and Sciences' Basic
Sound Committee, of which Loren
Ryder of Paramount's Studio is chair-

man, have been formed. John K. Hil-

liard of M-G-M heads one to consider
possibilities for standardizing vacuum
tubes in sound recording work, aided
by Lloyd Goldsmith and William
Thayer. The other committee, com-
prising Chairman C. W. Faulkner of
20th-Fox, C. F. Pratt and Homer Tas-
ker, will study standardization of

i plugs, cables and associated equip-
ment.

Improve Two Loop Houses
Chicago—More than $50,000 has

been spent on the Loop Harris and
Selwyn theaters, for new equipment
and modernization.

G-E Set to Market

Newest Sound Meter

Schenectady — General Electric's

engineering lab here has developed

and built a new portable sound-level

meter which is asserted to be lighter

and more compact than any previous

instrument of this kind. Device

weighs only 19 pounds but has a
range of 24 to 120 decibels and may
be used quickly and conveniently for
almost any kind of noise study, in-

cluding sound in theater auditoriums.
Essential parts of the device, cap-

able of picking-up sound ranging
roughly from the rustle of leaves to

the scream cf a factory whistle, are
a mike, amplifier and an indicating
instrument.
A switch permits the selection of

one of three ear-weighting networks,
40 decibels, 70 decibels or flat fre-

quency response giving the instru-
ment a response similar to that of
the human ear. In field use the in-

strument is calibrated by applying
a precision mouth-blown calibrating
unit to the microphone. After ad-
justment a single knob controls the
instrument.

It is designed to perform in ac-
cordance with the recently adopted
American Standards Association
standards for sound level meters.
The complete instrument, including
the microphone and mounting arm,
calibrating unit and batteries, is con-
tained in a carrying case 12% inches
long, 7% inches wide and 9% inches
high.

This Southern Front
Anything But Quiet

The rising tide of patriotic fervor is

evidently influencing the exterior de-
sign of film houses. Down in Oak Cliff,

Texas, the Trinity Theater has just been
remodeled via a new front, and a new
marquee and ticket booth. H. C. Hous-
ton, veteran showman who owns and
operates the stand, called in the King
Scenic Co. and directed the latter to
use as the color motif for the front red,

white and blue.

Motiograph's Sales
Show Sharp Demand
Chicago — Motiograph, Inc., dis-

closes here the company's most re-
cent list of installations. Those call-
ing for both projectors and de luxe
sound systems comprise the Pea-
body, Memphis; Penn, Oklahoma
City; Auditorium, Hendersonville,
N. C; State Hospital, Dix Hill,
Raleigh, N. C; Post, Fort Shafter,
Hawaii; and the Varsity Theater,
Champaign, 111.

Mirrophonic De Luxe Sound Sys-
tems have been supplied the Nor-
bury, Ellenville, N. Y.; Magnet, Dor-
chester, Mass.; Hilo, Hilo, Hawaii;
Comet, St. Louis; Academy, Liberty,
N. Y.; Avondale, North Tonawanda,

Remodeled Farragut

Model of Modernity

Hailed as a new high in architec-
tural design, decorative treatment
and modernity as well as arrange-
ment of equipment is the completely
remodeled Farragut Theater, oper-
ated by the Century Circuit on
Brooklyn's Flatbush Ave
House reopened a week ago, re-

vealing unusual new auditorium ef-

fects including a number of fluores-

cent backlighted murals as well as
fluorescent carpet.

All aspects of the new interior
were conceived and executed by John
and Drew Eberson, prominent film

theater architects, and, since the reno-
vation has taken place, the house has
attracted not only an admiring pub-
lic but has drawn to it a considerable
coterie of designers interested in

structural and decorative building
features.

N. Y.; Monroe, Baltimore; Arrow,
Cherokee, la.; Alger, Lakeview, Ore.;
Midway, Davison, Mich.; Pal, Vidalia,
Ga.; State, Charlotte, N. C; and the
Charles, LaPlata, Md.

Chi. Reopening for Fall
Chicago—The Hillside theater of

the Stepaneck circuit has re-opened
for the Fall season. The Essaness
circuit has added matinee shows to

the West End theater in Cicero;
this, with the re-opening of the Jul-
ian theater with a foreign film pol-

icy, places all Essaness circuit

houses in operation for the Fall.

i-
1

ire

C. ROSS fa
MOTION PICTURE LIGHTING EQUIPMENT

RENTALS: A full line of modern equipment together with a staff of trained men to
handle any job large or small any time, anywhere. Generator trucks, searchlights
and floodlights, for premieres and general lighting activities.
SALES: Everything in the line of equipment for motion picture and photographic
studios.

SERVICE: We are prepared to offer the finest service, equipment and technical
advice obtainable in the East. Your requirements taken care of to the last
minute detail.

As Sole Eastern Distributors, we carry the full and complete line of
equipment manufactured by:—

MOLE-RICHARDSON CO., Hollywood, California

Incomparable Lighting Equipment — Estimates Cheerfully Given

Let Us Enlighten You on Your Lighting Problems

CHARLES ROSS, INC.
244-50 WEST 49th STREET Tel. Circle 6-5470-1-2 NEW YORK CITY

'FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

Our "foreign correspondents" keep

us a step ahead of the latest carpet

news throughout the world. Con-

sequently Alexander Smith Carpets

are always as up-to-the-minute as a

news flash . . . one reason why you'll

find them in most of the country's

successful theatres.

ALEXANDER SMITH CARPET
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Agree Upon Terms

Of Dramatists Pact
TH6HT6R CHARGES

{Continued from Page 1)

Underwood, 20th-Fox; Jake Wilk,
Warners; John Byram, Paramount;
Leda Bauer, RKO; Larney Good-
kind, Universal; Eve Ettinger, Co-
lumbia; and Rubin, attended the
meeting-.

James Reilly, League of New York
Theaters executive, will immediately
start work on a redraft of the con-
tract to smooth out certain clauses
and phraseology which proved con-
troversial before, and the new draft

will be submitted to the Dramatists
Guild Council for final approval at

a meeting scheduled for the week of

October 7.

The League of New York The-
aters has previously contended that
with such an agreement in force the
film companies might produce the
plays themselves, thereby eliminat-
ing the managers, but some under-
standing is reported to have been
reached on this point whereby com-
plete protection for the managers
will be provided.

Postmaster Gen. Walker to

Attend "Rockne" Opening

Postmaster General Frank C. Wal-
ker, and Mrs. Walker will attend
the National Knute Rockne Week
Dinner on Oct. 3, and the world pre-
miere of Warners' "Knute Rockne

—

All American" October 4 in South
Bend. Walker will be one of the
guest speakers at the dinner.

Warner-Backed Cronin
Play Folds Tomorrow

The Warner-backed play, "Jupiter
Laughs," folds tomorrow night after
a three-week run at the Biltmore,
marking the first closing of the new
Broadway season. It is understood
that Warners' agreement with the
author, Dr. A. J. Cronin, was that
the minimum run be three weeks.

"Lyle" Webster Seriously 111

Rochester, N. H.—Elihu L. (Lyle)
Webster, manager of the City Opera
House here, is reported to be in a
critical condition in a Boston hospi-
tal, where he has been taken for
treatment.

Cuban Duals at Midnight
Havana (By Air Mail)—Cuatro

Camino theater, operated by Diaz y
Hermano, will start a midnight
show with double feature policy on
Oct. 1. It will be the only the-

ater here with midnight show.

Don't Forget the Clocks
New York and many other states

will pnd 1940's dayligrht saving at

2 A.M. Sunday, requiring the turn-

ing back of clocks one hour.

"Rockne" for Chicago Theater
Chicago — "Knute Rockne - All

American" goes into the Chicago
Theater the week of Oct. 11.

Theater Closings

TENNESSEE
Linden — Linden (8-16-40); De-

stroyed by fire, closed indefinitely.

New Theater
Openings
CALIFORNIA

Temple—Temple, over 1,000 seats
(7-24-40); Builder: Jimmy Edwards;
Architect: S. Chas. Lee.

WASHINGTON
Kettle Falls—Kettle, 320 seats (7-

17-40), North Harrison; Builder: H.
B. Wood; Architect: H. B. Wood;
Cost: $20,000.

Theaters Planned
MICHIGAN

Trenary — Trenary; Builder: L.
Lustick; Operator: L. Lustick.

OHIO
Columbus—Beechwold; 950 seats;

High St. and Cook Rd.; Builder:
F & Y Bldg. Service; Architect:
F & Y; Operator: Clarence MacDon-
ald.

TEXAS
Grapevine — Palace; 600 seats;

Builder: W. J. Buckner; Cost: $40,-

000; Operator: W. J. Buckner.

Renovations
Planned
PENNSYLVANIA

McAdoo—Palace; Work Planned:
500 new seats on lower floor; Owner:
Peter Sidari; Date to be completed
in about one month.

WASHINGTON
Chewelch—Avalon; Work Planned:

Remodeling, enlarging and modern-
izing; Owner: D. A. Morgan; To be
completed soon.

Theaters Under
Construction

CALIFORNIA
Long Beach—New; 800 seats.

OHIO
Columbus—Boulevard; W. 5th and

N.W. Blvd.; Builder: F & D Bldg.
Service; Architect: F & G.

TENNESSEE
Athens—New; Builder: Manning-

Wink; To be completed October or
November.

Cuban Exhibitors' Ass'n
Names Gonzalez Prexy

Havana (By Air Mail)—National
Union of Exhibitors has elected
these officers: Fernando Gonzalez,
president; Edelberto de Carrera of

Circuit of Carrera, vice-president;
Enrique Vazquez, treasurer; Celes-

tino Diaz, vice-treasurer.

Change in
Ownership

ARKANSAS
Judsonia — Judd, transferred to

Messrs. R. J. Browning and T. H.
Gold by R. L. VanMeter.

KENTUCKY
Lexington—Ada Meade, transfer-

red to Schine's.

OHIO
Columbus—Indianola, transferred

to Jackson & Murphy by Grumble &
Grumble.

TENNESSEE
Savannah — Churchwell, transfer-

red to R. B. Gooch by E. K. Church-
well.

TEXAS
Memphis — Texas, transferred to

Hollis Boren by Martin.

UTAH
Manti—Manti, transferred to C.

Hawks by Wm. McFarlane; House
Manager: John Peacock.

WISCONSIN
Racine— Granada, transferred to

Max C. Krofta by A. M. T. Corpora-
tion; House Manager: Max Krofta.

Minor Complications

Delay Decree Draft

{Continued from Page 1)

days. Another meeting of negotia-*

tors will be held today.

Still to See Final Draft
Of Decree, States Jackson
Washington Bureau of THE FILM DAIl
Washington—The final draft 01

the proposed consent decree has not
yet been sent him, Attorney Gen-
eral Robert H. Jackson declared yes-

1

terday at his press conference.
Jackson said the negotiations have
not reached the point yet where the;'

decree is ready to be sent him for
;

his decision.

"Boom Town" Heavy Draw
In Minnesota Situations

Minneapolis — Metro's "Boom
Town," held over at the State, is

I

reported to be the first pix to gross
more than $15,000 since "San Fran-
cisco," which also played at 55 cents.

According to the Minnesota
Amusement Co., in all situations out-

side the Twin Cities, "Boom Town"
had five-day runs which averag
more than 50 per cent over regular
weekly biz.

-- —
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NAT'L ALLIED TO SUPPORT CONSENT DECREE

Rodgers Warns Allied New Revenue Is Vital
Sees Only Alternatives

As Increased Rentals or

Drop in Picture Quality

Atlantic City-
nues of revenue
it can only result in

"Unless new ave-
can be discovered,

a general in-

crease in
t e r m s to
American ex-
hibitors, o r

an effect on
quality," Wil-
liam F. Rodg-
ers, Metro's
sales chief,

warned New
Jersey Al-
lied'* conven-
tion here Fri-
day.
R o dig ers,

who said he
w a s placing

the problem "up to you for your
( Continued "ii Page 18)

WILLIAM F. RODGERS

Reds, Fascists, Nazis

Condemned by Equity

With 800 members present, the
regular quarterly meeting of Actors
Equity Friday adopted resolutions
condemning Communism or commu-
nistic influence within the union and
also condemned Nazism and Fascism.
An amendment to these resolutions

(Continued on Page 4)

20-Fox Chungking Branch
Demolished in Jap Air Raid

Twentieth Century-Fox branch of-

fice in Chungking, China, was com-
pletely demolished last week during
a Japanese air raid, it was learned
at the home office at the week-end.
It was reported that nobody was

(Continued on Page 16)

It's Not the Yanks.
Just Ushers' Blanhs

Miami—Blank pistols, with loud but
harmless report, are used by ushers at

the Harlem Theater to frighten away
gate crashers. Negro ushers say it is the

only 'way they can handle Negro boys,

who, after being chased away, throw
rocks at the theater entrance.

FINAL DECREE DRAFT UNDER STUDY
Government Will Receive Reactions of Five Majors at

Conference to be Held Tomorrow

Top execs, of the five majors nego-
tiating for a consent decree in the

New York equity suit considered a

final draft of the proposed decree

over the week-end, and will inform
Government officials at a scheduled
meeting tomorrow of their attitude.

The decree was completed on Fri-

day, along with the code of arbitra-

tion, which is considered a part of

the decree, and will require the ap-

proval of Federal Judge Henry W.
Goddard.
The last remaining step before

formal submission of the decree
on Oct. 7 to the Court is the re-

quired approval of film company ex-
ecutives, plus that of Attorney Gen-
eral Robert Jackson. No major ob-
jections to the decree terms are ex-

pected from either side, it was
stated.

Jap-Axis Pad Seen

Adding Difficulties

Further difficulties for American
distributors operating1 in Japan and
the Far East were seen as eventful
and inevitable Friday in home office

foreign departments with the an-
nouncement in Berlin that Japan had
signed a new treaty with the Axis
Powers. However, foreign depart-
ment execs, did not foresee any im-
mediate move by the Japanese gov-

(Continued on Page 4)

FCC Execs. Shown

Color Television

N. Y. "Dictator" Policy

To Be Followed in Keys

CBS Friday demonstrated color

tele to a group of FCC commis-
sioners and members of the staff.

The delegation was headed by Com-
missioners T. A. M. Craven, Fred-
erick I. Thompson and Paul A.

Walker. Chairman James L. Fly
saw demonstration several weeks
ago.

After showing motion pictures re-

(Continued on Page 18)

Ralph Hanbury, RKO Brit.

Head, Killed in Air Raid

New York exhibition policy for

Chaplin's "The Great Dictator,"
which calls for its simultaneous
presentation in two theaters at vary-
ing scales, will be duplicated in im-
portant key cities Coast to Coast,

(Continued on Page 4)

Ralph Hanbury, chairman and
managing director of Radio Pictures,

Ltd., since 1936, was killed in an
air raid on Thursday night when a
aerial bomb struck his home in sub-
urban London, according to advices

(Continwd on Page 15.)

Draft U.K. RemittanceAgenda
Report U. S. Distribs. Agree "in Principle"

London (By Cable)—Agenda the

American distributors here will pre-

sent for discussion at the forth-

coming monetary conferences has
been agreed upon "in principle" af-

ter a number of meetings, it was
learned Saturday. What will be
asked in the way of a new deal on
remittances will not be disclosed

(Continued on Page 16)

Pix Reps, for Red Cross
Drive Named in 30 Cities

To aid the local committees of the-
ater owners and theater managers
in organizing and conducting the
Red Cross campaign in each distri-

bution zone and to insure the full

(Continued on Page 16)

While Not All Desired,
Allied Will Go Along,
Declares Abram F. Myers

By AL STEEN
FILM DAILY Staff Writer

Atlantic City—While Allied does
not like many parts of the proposed
consent decree, the organization will
support it. This was indicated Fri-
day when New Jersey Allied, at its

annual convention, passed a resolu-
tion approving Abram F. Myers'
views on the settlement terms of the
Government's equity suit. Myers
expressed the opinion that the decree
was not all that was desired but that
it would be advisable to go along
with the provision and "see what
happens."
Although the stand taken was that

of only one unit, it appeared certain
that it reflected the attitude of
the national organization. Protest
against the five-picture clause was
in evidence by some members, but
there appeared to be a willingness to
give it a trial.

There is no doubt, leaders said,
(Continued on Page 15)

N. J. Allied Assails

Picture Snatching
rr rr

Atlantic City—Resolutions at the
closing session of New Jersey Allied's
convention here included an expres-
sion of resentment at Columbia's
alleged refusal to co-operate with the
Allied Information Department and

(Continued on Page 15)

Producers in Agreement
With Screen Writers' Guild

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Producers and Screen

Writers' Guild have reached an
(Continued on Page 4)

What's This? No Pix
Case in High Court?

Washington Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Washington—There's nary a single film

industry case on the calendar which the

U. S. Supreme Court will tackle on re-

convening in early October after the

Summer recess.
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TINANCIAL
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NEW YORK STOCK MARKET
Net

High Low Close Chg.
Am. Seat
Col. Piers, vtc. (2V2%)
Columbia Picts. pfd..

Con. Fm. Ind
Con. Fm. Ind. pfd..
East. Kodak
do pfd
Cen. Th. Eq
Loew's, Inc. . .

.

do pfd 1

Paramount
Paramount 1st pfd. .

Paramount 2nd pfd. . .

Pathe Film
RKO
RKO $6 pfd
20th Century-Fox . .

.

20th Century-Fox pfd.
Univ. Pict. pfd
Warner Bros
do pfd

NEW YORK
Keith B. F. ref. 6s46
Loew's deb. 3'/2s46. 1

Para. B'way 3s55. . .

Para. Picts. 6s55
Para. Picts. cv. 3'As47
Warner Bros.' dbs. 6s48

NEW YORK
Monogram Picts

Sonotone Corp
Technicolor
Trans-Lux
Universal Corp. vtc. .

Universal Picts

193/4 193/4 193/4

Vi Vi Vi — Va
75/8 71/2 75/8 — 3/g

36 134V2 1341/2 — 1/2

IOI/4 97/8 101/4
25 241/4 241/4 — 11/4

033/8 103 3/8 103 3/g + 5/g

65/8 63/g 63/g — 1/4

8% '8% 85/8
' — "i/

8

97/8 91/2 91/2 — 1/4

34 34—1
53/4 53/4 — 1/4

81 81 81

21/2 23/g 21/2

BOND MARKET

03 5/g 103% 103 5/g
_"'3/g

497/g 497/g 497/g — i/g

91 1/4 91 1/4 91 1/4 — 1/2

CURB MARKET

1% 15/g 13/4 + 1/g

91/4 91/4 — 1/g

31/2 31/2 31/2

Wobber in Final Kent
Drive Meet Here Today

Concluding his annual trip dur-
ing the 20th-Fox annual Kent Sales
Drive, Herman Wobber, general
manager of distribution, will hold
the final meeting this morning at
the company's New York exchange.
He is accompanied by Morton A.
Levy, drive leader.
The two sales execs, swung

through the Canadian territory over
the week-end.

M The Broadway Parade H
Picture and Distributor Theater

Foreign Correspondent (United Artists-Wanger)—5th week Rivoli

After Mein Kampf? (Crystal Pictures, Inc.)—3rd week Bryant
Pastor Hall (United Artists-Roosevelt)—2nd week Globe
Brigham Young—Frontiersman (Twentieth Century-Fox)—2nd week Roxy
Rangers of Fortune (Paramount Pictures)—2nd week Paramount
Strike Up the Band (Metro-Ccldwyn-Mayer Pictures) Capitol
The Howards of Virginia (Columbia Pictures) Music Hall

City for Conquest (Warner Bros. Pictures) Strand
Goodbye, Mr. Chips (Metrc-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures) (g) Criterion

Charlie Chan in the Wax Museum (Twentieth Century-Fox) Rialto

Ragtime Cowboy Joe (Universal Pictures) (a) Central

Sky Devils (Times Pictures) (a). Central
Lucky Partners (RKO Radio Pictures) (a-b) Palace
Beyond Tomorrow (RKO Radio Pictures) (a) Palace

I Married Adventure (Columbia Pictures)—2nd week .....Plaza
Time in the Sun (World Pictures) 5th Ave. Playhouse

TWO-A-DAY RUMS
Cone With the Wind (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)—42nd week Astor

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FEATURES
The Baker's Wife (The Baker's Wife Co.)—30th week World
II Documento Fatale (Esperia Pictures) Cine Roma
The Living Corpse (Juno Films)—2nd week 55th St. Playhouse
An Adventure of Salvator Rosa (Esperia)—2nd week Cinecitta

FUTURE OPENINGS
I Want a Divorce (Paramount Pictures)—Oct. 3 Paramount,
Spring Parade (Universal Pictures)—Oct. 3 Roxy
Diamond Frontier (Universal Pictures)—Oct. 4 Rialto

Long Voyage Home (United Artists-Wanger)—Oct. 8 Rivoli

The Great Dictator (United Artists-Chaplin)—Oct. 15 (e) Astor
The Great Dictator (United Artists-Chaplin)—Oct. 15 (d) Capitol
Knute Rockne—All American (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Oct. 18 Strand
Wyoming (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures)—Oct. 3 Criterion

Never Say Die (Paramount Pictures)—Oct. 2 (a-g) Central
The Golden Trail (Monogram Pictures)—Oct. 2 (a) Central

Hired Wife (Twentieth Century-Fox)—Oct. 3 (a-b) Palace
Money and the Woman (Warner Bros. Pictures)—Oct. 3 (a) Palace
Before I Hang (Columbia Pictures) (c) Bryant
Carnival Events (Esperia) (c) Cinecitta

The Golden Trail (Monogram Pictures) (c) Globe
The Thief of Bagdad (United Artists-Korda) (f) Globe
The Open Road (Le Chemineau) (Robert Mintz) (c) 55th St. Playhouse

(a) Dual bill, (b) Subsequent run. (c) Follows current bill, (d) Dual premiere

—

seats unreserved, (e) Dual premiere—two-a-day, seats reserved. (f) Two-a-day run,

opening in October, (g) Revival.

Spitz Staying in N. Y.

On RKO Legal Business

Leo Spitz, former RKO prexy,
now special counsel for the company,
will remain in New York for some
time before returning to the Chi-

cago headquarters of his law firm.

Spitz & Adcock.
E. E. Fink of the Chicago firm

leaves Chicago for Hollywood short-

ly to take depositions of Joseph
M. Schenck, Darryl F. Zanuck, Nun-
nally Johnson, Gregory Ratoff, Ty-
rone Power and Alice Faye in con-
nection with Fannie Brice's suit

igainst 20th-Fox arising from "The
Rose of Washington Square."

NWMP Set at Higher B.O.
Scales in Five More Spots

Paramount has set NWMP to
open in five more keys at advanced
prices, Neil Agnew said Friday. This
makes a total of 14 spots where the
pix will open pre-release at upped
scales. New houses are: Strand,
Providence, Oct. 25; Paramount,
Seattle, Oct. 30; Denham, Denver,
Oct. 30; Center, Salt Lake City, Oct.
31, and Fox Theater in Spokane.

Van Nomikos Reception
And Dinner Draw 1,000

Chicago—Approximately 1,000 at-

tended the dinner and reception at

the Morrison Hotel Friday night for
Van Nomikos, vice-prexy of Illinois

Allied, who recently was elected pres-
ident of Ahepa, national Greek
society. Harry Reckas of the Ro-
mova theater and Zack Ritos, film
attorney, headed the committee in
charge.

Blanco Quits as Manager
Of RKO's Spanish Firm

Antonio Blanco has resigned as
manager of Radio Films S. A. E.,

RKO Radio's Spanish company. No
appointment has as yet been made
to fill the vacancy.

Constantine to Trinidad
As Paramount's Manager

Lazarus Constantine has been pro-
moted to the post of manager for
Paramount Films of Trinidad, Inc.,

it was announced Friday by John W.
Hicks, Jr., foreign department head.
Constantine was formerly sales man-
ager of Paramount Films, S.A. of
Panama.

Chi. City Council Fight
On Censorship Tuesday?

Chicago — Determined move to
amend the municipal censorship
ordinance is slated at the City Coun-
cil meeting on Wednesday. Coun-
cil also may receive a new ordinance
restricting marquee advertising.

Duvivier to Remake 2 French Pix
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood — J u 1 i e n Duvivier,

French film director, will remake two
French films in this country—"Car-
net de Bal" and "Poil de Carotte."

COmillG and G0MG

LOUIS B. MAYER and HOWARD STRICKLINl l|

expect to leave for the Coast Thursday after
short stay here.

H. M. WARNER was scheduled to arrive ove
the week-end from Hollywood.

JOSEPH M. SCHENCK, 20th-Fox board chair
man, was expected to leave for the Coast ov-i
the week-end.

HERMAN WOBBER, general manager of dis'
tribution for 20th-Fox, arrived in New York las
night after a nation-wide sales trip. M. A
LEVY accompanied him.

J. R. GRAINGER, president and general sale
|

manager for Republic, flew to Dallas Frida
(

night on the first leg of a flying trip that wil I
take him to Minneapolis, Milwaukee and Chi

]
cago before he returns to the home office nex I

Monday.

CHRIS BUCKLEY, Bennington, Vt. exhib. il
fishing in northern Canada for a fortnight.

ABE KRONENBERG, Warner short subject de 1
partment chief, has returned to New York afte

|
an exploitation trip to Utica.

JACK SKIRBALL trained out Friday night fo I
the Coast.

FRANCIS A. BATEMAN, Republic branch man I
ager in Los Angeles, flew to the Coast Frida

)
night after a business trip to New York.

WILLIAM SUSSMAN, Eastern division man
ager for 20th-Fox, returned to New York ove '

the week-end from New England.

DON AMECHE and his wife arrive here th 1
latter part of this week from Hollywood.

IRVING MANDELL, franchise holder for Re
public in Chicago, Indianapolis and Milwaukee
arrived here Friday.

GEORGE RAFT flew in over the week-end ti ji

attend the world series.

KATE SMITH left New York yesterday fo
South Bend to attend the premiere there thi
week of Warner's "Knute Rockne—All American.'

HARRY GRAHAM, of Universal's Atlanti
branch, is at the Warwick.

Chicago Mayor Names
New Industry Contact

Chicago—J. A. Reitzel has takei
over film public relations duties ir

Mayor Edward Kelly's offices, replac-
ing Victor Kleiber, who has beei
called to military service.

Arnold's Coast Visit

Has No Reference to FWC
West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAIL1
Hollywood — It is authenticallj

learned that Thurman W. Arnold's
short visit to Los Angeles had nc

reference to FWC consent degree
violation case. Arnold left here Sat
urday for San Diego, San Franciscc
and Seattle before returning East.

From

THE FILM

DAILY to

George Bancroft

Ralph Forbes

Martin Starr

i



PARAMOUNT- makers of the

screen's mightiest Westerns...

COVERED WAGON
THE VIRGINIAN 7

THE PLAINSMAN 7

WELLS FARGO 7

UNION PACIFIC
77

now make the epic

drama of America's

last fighting frontier • .

.

fl
'>"

^1

A Great Western

Picture from

HARRY SHERMAN

. . .the man who

makes the greatest of them all!

rn^m

,v
r

JT

ring the hero of "Cimarron" and "Man of Conquest

'

RICHARD DIX
with

Florence Rice * William Henry
Screen Play by Norman Houston and Bernard McConville • Based

on a Story by Bernard McConville • Directed by LESLEY SELANDER
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Reds, Fascists, Nazis

Condemned by Equity

{Continued from Page 1)

resolving that no member of an
'ism' group could hold office in

Equity nor should they get any em-
ployment through Equity was also
adopted.

Earlier last week, the Council had
passed a resolution condemning com-
munism and had voted confidence in

Paul Dullzell, executive secretary, for
his conduct in the dispute between
Equity and Rep. W. Lambertson,
Kan., who had charged seven mem-
bers of the Equity Council with be-
ing Reds. However, Lambertson has
offered no proof to date to substan-
tiate his charges.

Taking definite action to quash in-

sinuations and baseless charges of

Communism within the union, it

was also voted Friday that an inves-

tigation by Rep. Dies be urged to

prove whether or not members who
had been named as Reds had any
affiliation with the Communist party.
Notification will also be sent to Lam-
bertson urging an investigation by
him to prove his charges, with action

promised by the Council after such
investigations have been made.

N. Y. "Dictator" Policy

To Be Followed in Keys

(Continued from Page 1)

Murray Silverstone of UA said over
the week-end.

Deals for houses in Chicago, Los
Angeles and Frisco- are being nego-
tiated. Other cities mentioned in-

cluded Boston, Philadelphia, Cleve-
land, Cincinnati, Buffalo and At-
lanta.

In New York, feature starts at the

Astor (two-a-day, $2.20 top) and
the Capitol (continuous,
on Oct. 15.

75c-$1.10)

UA is reported asking 70-30 per
cent terms for the film, duplicating
Metro's GWTW split.

Detroit Bans Use of Red
Light for Theater Signs

Detroit—All future theater signs
will be required to eliminate red and
any flashing illumination, aside from
high roof signs, and each sign will

be subject to careful scrutiny of de-
sign, according to action of the City
Council on new sign for the Fox,
largest local house. The present 10-

story high sign must be torn down
by next June.

The present marquee will be re-

placed by Walker & Co., with the
most elaborate illuminated sign dis-

play constructed in Detroit in sev-

eral years. It will be a trapezoidal
marquee, with 26 feet on three ex-
terior sides and with 300 feet of

interchangeable lettering. Zeon light-

ing will be used, for socket illumina-
tion as well, for the first time in the

Midwest.

• • • THIS corner has been 'watching with considerably

more interest than surprise a li'l sumpin' that's happening

out in the Mid-West and in certain sections of the South namely,

the unusually large grosses being piled-up by RKO Radio's Lum
and Abner opus titled "Dreaming Out Loud" In its cast

other than the aiorementioned leads are Frances Langiord, Frank

Craven. Bobs Watson and Phil Harris "Dreaming Out Loud" is not

a Hollywood heiress in that it is dripping with production riches

nor is it any belle of the ball compared to some of the

striking beauties currently gliding about the exhibition dance floor

labeled with "A" on their bodices in the filmland sense,

and not that of Nathaniel Hawthorne But after all handsome

is as handsome does and "Dreaming Out Loud" is doing right

handsomely at a flock of box offices

• • • WE mention this not so much for the memo pads

of resounding first-run solons but for the info, of the average

exhib. who may be standing impatiently in the stag-line

and wants to cut-in on something worthwhile "Dreaming

Out Loud" according to reports from scores of situations

is running up amazingly good takes and in no few
instances has done better than "Snow White" did in the

same stands Obviously, it has what the public wants
—which is satisfactory entertainment Too, it seems to possess

what exhibis. want —which is pulling power

• • • JUST in case you can't get into the Astor or Capitol

on the night of Oct. 15. . . .to see the world bow of "The Great Dictator"

you can still save first-night face by attending the premiere

of the Wilson whiskey sign asserted to be the largest animated

such whoozis in the world and currently being constructed at 46th

St. and B'way This sign'll show in opposition to the Chaplin-UA

wow seven minutes of animated shorts including "The Three

Bears" plus two minutes of patriotic pageantry and a sports

subject It will take 10,000 bulbs to put this performance on

T T
• • • M-G-M has inaugurated a new exploitation service

known as the Honor Roll Campaign in the form of a

new co-op service sheet containing complete details of

standout exhib. campaigns for Metro releases. .'... .Theatermen
whose campaigns make the service sheet will get Honor Roll

buttons The gents winning such distinction six times within

a six-month period will get in addition handsome plaques

for their accomplishments First recipient of one o' the

coveted buttons will be Charley Taylor publicity-ad

director for Shea's Great Lakes Theater up Buffalo way
Charley did himself proud via his campaign on "Boom Town."

• • • ELSIE the beautiful Borden bovine returns this a.m. to

the World's Fair —but is the world that-a-way for the glamorous

gal after appearing in RKO Radio's "Little Men" and making

personal appearances in the South? It's Sic Transit Gloria Monday
for poor Elsie!

« « « » » »

Jap-Axis Pact Seen

Adding Difficulties

(Continued from Page 1)

eminent to literally "toss out" Amer-
ican companies now operating in.

Japan and its dominated Chinese
territory.

U. S. film coin already "frozen'
in Japan has been estimated at $2,<

000,000— the U. S. film "take" in

Nippon last year was estimated at

$1,640,000. For some time, import
permits have been exceedingly dif-

ficult to secure, while other restric-

tions have hamstrung operations by
U. S. distribs.

Although the latter now get re-

lease of barely enough money to

cover the cost of prints going into

Japan, the companies have main-
tained their position bv continuing
operations, with hope held that con-
ditions would improve.

Practically all of South China is

now in the Japanese orbit and Indo
China is apparently going the same
way. Little revenue was realized in

Indo China, but it helped defray op-

erating costs, while in China the
market was good until the Japanese
invasion.

Producers in Aqreement
With Screen Writers' Guild

(Continued from Page 1)

agreement, effective Oct. 10 and cov-

ering six months. It provides 80 per
cent Guild shop and makes the Guild
the exclusive bargaining agency for
all writer credits, with limited ex-

ceptions concerning original story
credits.

Aussie Exhibs. Up in Arms
Against Forcing of Shorts

Sydney (By Air Mail)—Motion
Picture Exhibitors' Ass'n of N.S.W.
is threatening reprisals against com-
pulsory buying of short subjects.

The organization claims that shorts

for a program cost six pounds but
do not bring in that much additional

revenue at the box-office.

Further claim is made that the

public has frequently shown its pref-

erance for a feature plus a news-
reel or two with other shorts omit-

ted, and the association asserts

there is neither sense nor business

acumen, in compelling' exhibs. to

take a distributors' short subjects

in order to get feature pix.

Situation mav lead to a point, the
unit claims, where either features
or short must be thrown out of pro-

grams, and perhaps both, due to thf

falling receipts, the comeback of

"flesh" and the possibility of lo-

cal short" producers obtaining Gov-
ernment backing.

I

Horace J. Haine Dies
Homce J. Haine, 72, singer with

the Metropolitan opera company,
later in comic opera and on the

screen, died Thursdav at the Colum-
bia-Presbyterian Medical Center. He
appeared in earlv films with Roscoe
Arbuckle and Kitty Gordon.



From the rock-bound coast of

Maine to sunny California . .

.

From the broad plains of Texas

to the sidewalks of New York...

trend Why? Because
_



We Promised MUSIC!

We Promised LAUGHTER!

We Promised to give the gents ACTION!

a

We Promised to give the girls . .

.

HEART THROBS!

We Promised AN HONEST PROGRAM

oT^GGERPICTURES (an average

increase of $100,000 a picture over

last year!)

yf^jPranAsed TO KEEP AMERICA

SMILING WITH $*5,00©,000 IN Light

Entertainment!

h
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Playing to top grosses from coast to coast!

RnYTHN ON
THE RIVER
starring BING CROSBY
MARY MARTIN

BASIL RATHBONE
with

OSCAR LEVANT • LILLIAN CORNELL
Directed by VICTOR SCHERTZINGER

Wowing .preview audiences

from coast to coast

!

"RANGERS
of FORTUNE'

with FRED MacMURRAY
PATRICIA MORISON
ALBERT DEKKER
GILBERT ROLAND

JOSEPH SCHILDKRAUT • DICK FORAN
and BETTY BREWER • Directed by SAM WOOD

d

Running neck and neck with "Rhythm'

in opening engagements!

"IWANTA
DIVORCE"

starring

JOAN BLONDELL
DICK POWELL

Another box office "Typhoon"

of action and Lamour!

'MOON OVER
BURMA"

starring DOROTHY LAMOUR
ROBERT PRESTON
PRESTON FOSTER

with DORIS NOLAN
ALBERT BASSERMAN
Directed by LOUIS KING

<J "RHYTHM ON THE RIVER" has already proved in key

cities from coast to coast that a big Bing picture with a

Paramount all star cast and a bunch of Paramount hit parade

tunes is just right to open the season with a bang. ^ And
"I WANT A DIVORCE" is adding to the cheers of Para-

mount. In Los Angeles and Detroit, it's even topping

"Rhythm," and in Chicago it's hung up a record that beats

"Buck Benny Rides Again," "Road to Singapore," and

"Ghost Breakers." <f Preview audiences in Kansas City, and

two New York theatres have labeled the new Sam Wood

picture, "RANGERS OF FORTUNE." a great action hit.

Like Mr. Wood's "Goodbye, Mr. Chips," this picture has that

certain thing that pulls 'em in . . . and don't forget the first

star discovery of the new year . . . Okie Kid Find . . . Betty

Brewer. Q "THE QUARTERBACK"
js more than the usual

football picture. It is one of the funniest comedy pictures

ifc



Greater laugh hit than

The Great McGinty!" Preston Sturges'

UCHRISTMAS
IN JULY"

starring DICK POWELL
ELLEN DREW

with RAYMOND WALBURN

WILLIAM DEMAREST • ERNEST TRUEX

Written and Directed by PRESTON STURGES

Hilariously funny football comedy

in time for the football trade!

"THE
QUARTERBACK

with

WAYNE MORRIS • VIRGINIA DALE

LILLIAN CORNELL'WILLIAM FRAWLEY

EDGAR KENNEDY • JEROME COWAN

ALAN MOWBRAY
Directed by H. BRUCE HUMBERSTONE

Take it Srom your

friend Bing...a vote

for Paramount is

a vote for Better

Business !"

u

A big-time Paramount western

adventure-romance

!

CHEROKEE
STRIP»

starring RICHARD DIX
with FLORENCE RICE

WILLIAM HENRY • VICTOR JORY

Directed by LESLEY SELANDER

A HARRY SHERMAN PRODUCTION

you've seen in months ... a new plot twist. And we've given

the picture a great cast of young players, led by the popular

Wayne Morris. *l With "Typhoon" proving one of the top

m^ney pictures of the year . . . with the whole industry saying

what they want is good corn . . . "MOON OVER BURMA"

is a picture that can't miss ... A drama of the "Red Dust" type

with two gents battling each other for Lamour against a back-

ground of jungle thrills... qScreen"CHRISTMAS IN JULY"

as soon as you possibly can and you'll know why we tell

you it's too good for even the best adjectives. Preston Sturges

has topped his job in "The Great McGinty." This is an

even better audience picture ... a picture the whole country

will be talking about . . <J "CHEROKEE STRIP" is the

picture Harry Sherman has promised will be up there in the

big Western money. And preview audiences agree . . . it's

Richard Dix's grandest job since "Cimarron."
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the Rangers ge*

their men .n trailers

TEXAS RANGERS
RIDE AGAIN"

• . Ellen Drew
^ John Howard ^

Akim Tamiron rapewln

o J^rick Crawford
**n

*I You know the kind of smooth comedy direction for which

Mitchell Leisen is noted. "ARISE, MY LOVE" is the finest,

smoothest and fastest job he's ever turned in . . . Producer

Arthur Hornblow, Jr. has had Charles Brackett and Billy

Wilder write a screen play which combines this delightful

comedy with the pathos, the heart throbs of "Farewell to

Arms." It's one of those pictures they hand out the Oscar to

... in short it's Great! < "DANCING ON A DIME" ... a

fast-paced musical, featuring the star finds of Broadway and

Hollywood in a grand youth and action show built 'round a

sure-fire hit tune. < "THREE MEN FROM TEXAS" follows

the grand tradition of super-Westerns for which Harry

Sherman is famous. * It would take a whole trade paper...

in fact a series of trade papers to describe"NORTH WEST
MOUNTED POLICE" —mightiest of all DeMille box office

masterpieces . . . We've mentioned the prodigious number
of stars . . . the two love stories . . . the fact that this is

Mr. DeMille's first picture completely in super-Technicolor.

We cannot tell you— you'll have to see for yourselves— the

drama, the conflict of real-life people, that Mr. DeMille has

woven into this glorious epic of the famous sons of the

Northern Frontier. "There has been nothing like it" . . .
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that's what the boys are saying, yes, saying breathless with

wonder at this wonder-work of Hollywood's greatest wonder

worker. < "A NIGHT AT EARL CARROLL'S" gives

you a chance to sell reserved seats at the most famous

night club in America to your customers at popular

prices, q "TEXAS RANGERS RIDE AGAIN'' is a new
kind of thrill for the Western fans, and that means all those

who love action in the great outdoors . . . but . . . but

. . . when it comes to talking about pictures ... let us try to

keep our feet on the ground long enough to make sense on

the picture that's going to make this the mightiest holiday

season the box office has ever known . . . the picture that's

. . . aw . . . we've got to just name it and let you do the raving

. . . it's that show of shows, "LOVE THY NEIGHBOR"
Mr. Webster didn't build words to describe a picture that has

Jack Benny and Fred Allen, the feudin' fools of the airwaves,

together for the first time ... a picture that has a cast includ-

ing such names as Mary Martin, Rochester, Theresa Harris,

the Merry Macs ... a picture that in the rushes shows itself

to have the funniest comedy situations ever seen upon the

screen ... a picture you can sell a triple feature, a quadruple

feature . . . the super-laugh hit of all time!
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Get under the Star-

Spangled Paramount

Banner and go to town!



Charles Boyer Madeleine Carroll
c'auderfe Co/b«

°per***

M
Look this list over . . . look at those names . . . look at those faces . . .

those are the marquee names the public wants to see . . . those are the

faces the public wants to cheer . . . there is the grandest assemblage of

America's favorite entertainers ... of America's favorite laugh makers ... of

America's favorite thrill makers ... of America's favorite heart throbbers!

Join them . . join Paramount . . . wear the winning box office button!
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^
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Don't be one of those gents

who sits on the fence

and watches the Paramount

Parade go by Button on

that big box office button...

get into the parade...it leads

to the big money this year!

c**K*

!

•'TEXAS

RANGERS
RIDE AGAI
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Myers Places Decree In 'Bad Bargain
7
Category

»

Allied General Counsel
Says Intelligent Thing
Is to Make Best of It

ABRAM F. MYERS

(Continued from Page 1)

that the decree will be approved and
Nit into effect so opposition will be
.seless.

Myers took the proposed consent
decree apart,
outlined the
steps lead-
ing up to its

probable
adoption and
summed u p
the c o n s e-

quences with:
"The intelli-

gent thing to

do is to put
our heads to-

gether and
fi g u re out
how to make
the best of a
bad bargain."

Speaking at the closing session of

the New Jersey Allied convention,
Myers hinted in somewhat veiled

terms that Thurman W. Arnold, as-

sistant Attorney General, and his

staff had not kept faith with the in-

dependent exhibitors, inasmuch as
Arnold reportedly promised that no
consent decree that was not satis-

factory to the independents would be
approved; however, Myers asserted,
the decree, especially the five-picture

system of selling provision, is going
to be handed to the industry even
though "no one is advocating it, no
one wants it in its present form."

Modifies His Opposition

Myers modified his strong op-
position to the clause with this

remark: "The five-block plan
will work a hardship on the ex-
hibitor who likes to buy his pic-

tures in the Fall and then turn
his theater over to his manager
for the remainder of the year. It

will be bad news for the exhibi-

tor who likes to spend his time
at the broker's office instead of

in his theater. But to the exhibi-

tor who devotes his entire time
and energy to his business, who
is competent to match wits with
all comers, the outlook may not
be as dark as it has been
painted."
Myers preceded his analysis of the

decree with a discussion of the prob-
able effects of the war and the pre-
paredness campaign and followed it

with his interpretation of what can
be done to cushion the exhibitors
against the after-effects of the war

Manager in Detroit
Named Via Petitions
Detroit—Public "polls" for theater

managers are next! When Moss Brothers
got their new Parkside Theater about
set for opening, petitions appeared in

nabe stores, asking them to appoint
Edward Jacobson as house manager.
Jacobson, who had been at the Harmony
Theater, got the job.

Broder Buys Stage Third of Times Square
Theater, Detroit, to Insure Show Goes On

Detroit—Jack Broder, who bought the stage end of the Times Square Theater
here, at the State tax sale for $5,600, Wednesday, explains, "I bought the stage to make
sure the show goes on. I run the theater, but the front part is owned by one man,
and the middle third by another."

and abrupt changes in distribution

practices.

In his remarks on the equity suit

against the industry, Myers said that

he always had hoped that the case
would be settled by the entry of a

just and equitable consent decree.

Lists Favoring Reasons

Citing reasons in favor of a
decree, Myers said a "trial means
hopes long deferred and the need
for relief is immediate and press-

ing. Hence, I want to emphasize
the fact that I am not opposed to

the idea of a fair and just set-

tlement. My criticisms are di-

rected at the document ana, to

some extent at the procedure.
But if a fair settlement can be
arrived at, I will welcome it."

Tracing the steps to a settlement,
Myers revealed that the Allied board
of directors, at the time the Depart-
ment of Commerce suggested the
selling of pictures in small blocks
instead of large, sent a letter to the
Attorney General which concluded:
"The exhibitors greatly prefer buy-
ing once a year, or as infrequently
as possible. They want selectivity,

not retail selling."

Then followed frequent parleys,
Myers said, and it became apparent
that the Government attorneys were
committed to the plan of selling in

small groups. In this regard, he
continued, and bearing in mind the

attitude of Arnold's staff, Myers said
that the executive committee "de-
cided to recede from its opposition
thereto provided certain enumerated
conditions and safeguards were in-

cluded in the decree. These condi-

tions and safeguards, if adopted,
would have conferred on exhibitors
benefits that would have offset in

large measure the objections to the
proposed selling plan."

"Something Had Gone Wrong"
However, when the Aug. 3 draft

was made public, Myers asserted
that "something had gone
wrong," adding that "the draft
not only did not include any of
Allied's conditions and safe-
guards on the five-block plan, but
it contained a provision which
expressly negatived the benefits
which Allied hoped would flow
from those conditions and safe-
guards."
Allied's opposition was expressed

in a memorandum, requested by Ar-
nold, Myers said, but on Sept. 3

Arnold told Myers and Allied repre-
sentatives that his staff had done
the best they could and "that on the
whole he thought it was a pretty
good job."

Myers concluded his remarks on
this point by saying: "The negotia-
tions are still under way and we can
still hope that at least some of our
points will be met."

Cites Hollywood Salaries

In commenting on the effects of

the war, Myers said the losses in the
foreign markets could be made up
in three ways: by increased business
in Latin America, by the practice of
economy and by increasing film ren-
tals in the U. S. He commended home
office officials who have cut their own
salaries, but said there was no indi-

cation of cuts in Hollywood. In
times like these, Myers contended,
salaries in excess of that received by
the President of the United States
are "unconscionable and should be
branded as unpatriotic."
Discussing increased film rental,

Myers asserted that this move should
not be made at the expense of the
independent exhibitor. Any effort, he
said, to cast upon the independent
theater ali or an undue portion of
the burden resulting from the loss

of the foreign markets must be re-

sisted.

Summing up his remarks and

dwelling on the consequences of

the war, Myers said that the first

concern of exhibitors who want
to retain their place in the sun is

to buy with scrutiny. In the
next few years, he said, they
may be saved or ruined by their

product deals.

"The regional association," he con-
tinued, "that does not make a sur-

vey of conditions and trends in its

territory and advise its members
what is in store for them, is falling

down on its job."

Analysis of the Decree

Returning again to the decree,

Myers said:
"Unless the provision in refer-

ence to arbitrating clearance has
since undergone serious change
to the detriment of the exhibi-

tors, the Aug. 3 draft offers by far

the best method for adjusting
clearance disputes that has ever
been devised. This can and
should be availed of by the ex-
hibitors who feel that they are
being subjected to unreasonable
clearance and their organizations
should be in a position to help
them in formulating their com-
plaints and in preparing their

cases.
"The provision in reference to

granting some run contains
weasel words against which Al-
lied has protested. But if in-

voked in proper cases, and the
cases are properly presented, it

may afford relief to the victims
of exclusive selling.

"The provision against discrim-
ination in the selling of runs is so

hampered and circumscribed by
conditions and limitations as to

raise a doubt as to whether it

was intended to insure fairness

500 at Banquet

For Abram F. Myers

Atlantic City—Approximately 500
persons attended the testimonial ban-
quet to Abram F. Myers, general
counsel of Allied, here Friday night
at the President Hotel. Myers was
presented with a check of an undis-
closed amount as a token of the or-
ganization's appreciation of his ser-
vices.

Ralph Hanbury, RKO Brit.

Head, Killed in Air Raid

(Continued from Page 1)

received at RKO's home office on the
week-end. Four members of Han-
bury's family perished with him,
and Mrs. Hanbury was said to have
been critically injured.

One son is known to survive, hav-
ing been away from home as a mem-
ber of the Royal Air Force, the re-
port said.

Born in Ballarat, Australia, in

1891, Hanbury joined filmland as
branch manager for Stoll Film Co.
and afterward became organization's
general manager. Subsequently he
joined Welsh Pearson Film Co. as
general manager, leaving to join

M-G-M in London as branch super-
visor for the United Kingdom. His
ability and personality attracted the
attention of Sol Newman, then gen-
eral manager of the RKO Radio or-

ganization, who signed him as gen-
eral sales manager for Radio Pic-

tures, Ltd. Upon Newman's death
in 1934, Hanbury succeeded him,
later rising to the post of chairman
and managing director.

George Wickboldt Dead
Milwaukee—George A. Wickboldt,

70, a charter member of the Mil-

waukee Musicians' Association who
played in all major local theaters,

is dead here.

in the business or merely to doc-

tor up a few ancient bellyaches.

However, if a victim of discrim-

ination can qualify under the

limitations, or better yet if the

limitations are discarded in a

last minute revision, this provi-

sion may prove to be impor-
tant."

Billboard Control
Late Urged In IV. H.

Concord, N. H.—Billboard control legis-

lation is to be demanded by a new or-

ganization called Roadside Conservation

Associates in New Hampshire, which has

been formed here, representing 18 non-
political organizations.

The Associates have compiled a chart

showing 4,350 billboards along 3,000 miles

of the state's main thoroughfares. Only
750 were erected by national advertising

firms.
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Name 30 Pix Reps.

For Red Cross Drive

(Continued from Page 1)

co-operation of the distributors, the

following district co-ordinators have
been designated by Major L. E.

Thompson, general chairman, with

the approval of the home offices of

the distributors, to take charge of

this part of the drive in their re-

spective territories, with the as-

sistance of the other branch man-
agers in the zone:

Albany, Bernard G. Kranz, RKO
Radio; Atlanta, R. M. Avey, Loew's,

Inc.; Boston, R. C. Cropper, RKO
Radio; Buffalo, K. G. Robinson, Par-

amount; Charlotte, R. J. Ingram,
Columbia; Chicago, J. C. Osserman,
RKO Radio; Cincinnati, Allen S.

Moritz, Columbia; Cleveland, J. R.

Kauffman, Universal; and
Dallas, Doak Roberts, Vitagraph;

Denver, Chester J. Bell, Paramount;
Des Moines, Stanley Mayer, 20th
Century-Fox; Detroit, Fred E.

North, Vitagraph; Indianapolis, G.

R. Frank, United Artists; Kansas
City, Frank C. Hensler, Loew's; Los
Angeles, W. E. Calloway, Vitagraph;
Memphis, J. Frank Willingham,
Loew's; Milwaukee, Oscar J. Ruby,
Columbia; Minneapolis, Eph Rosen,

Monogram; New Haven, Morris
Joseph, Universal; New Orleans, C.

E. Peppiatt, United Artists; New
York City, J. J. Bowen, Loew's; and
Oklahoma City, J. 0. Robie, Vita-

graph; Omaha, to be appointed;
Philadelphia, Earle W. Schweigert,
Paramount; Pittsburgh, Ira H. Cohn,
20th Century-Fox; Portland, R. O.

Wilson, Universal; St. Louis, B. B.

Reingold, 20th Century-Fox; Salt

Lake City, William F. Gordon, Vita-

graph; San Francisco, N. Neal East,

Paramount; Seattle, E. A. Lamb,
RKO Radio; Washington, D. C, Sam
N. Wheeler, 20th Century-Fox.
The chairmen of exhibitor com-

mittees, and individual exhibitors in

towns where no city committee is

established, are urged to communi-
cate with the district co-ordinator

for their territory, for booking prints

of the 400-ft. Red Cross film featur-

ing Deanna Durbin and contributed

by the film industry, which is to be
shown in the theaters the week be-

ginning Nov. 10, opening week of

the Red Cross annual roll call.

The official 100-foot Red Cross

trailer will be shown the second

week of the roll call, starting Nov.

17. The prints of this trailer, fea-

turing Priscilla Lane, must be ob-

tained from the local Red Cross

chapter in each town.

Allied Exhibs. of N. S.

To Plan War Activities

Halifax, N. S.—Allied Exhibitors

of Nova Scotia will hold its annual
convention here Oct. 2. Meeting, in

addition to electing new officers, will

largely concern itself with planning

a more active role in war work, to

supplement present activities of indi-

vidual exhibs. and circuits. W. H.
Cuzner is the retiring prexy.

THE WEEE IN REVIEW
PCC Raps Arbitration—AID In First Report

By L. H. MITCHELL

DOMESTIC
CONSENT DECREE: Court okay

on the proposed consent decree in
the Gov't's equity suit was forecast
early in the week. With Allied's op-
position to the blocks of 5 pix report-
ed fading, the PCC rapped the arbi-
tration setup, telling Thurman W.
Arnold that it is unfair and unwork-
able. West Pa. exhibs. hit out at
the blocks of five provision. UTO of
Illinois attacked tne decree and sug-
gestion as an alternative to blocks-
of-five cancellation of 25 per cent.
Conn. MPTO assailed the decree.
Meanwhile attorneys were studying
the legality of the arbitration setup
which was stated to be marked by
great simplicity.

AID REPORT: AID made its long-
awaited report at the annual N. J.

Allied meet and Allied Eastern Reg-
ional Confab in A. C. Main feature
of its report was that 37 per cent
of Allied exhibs. had not yet signed
up for 1940-41 product. Survey also
indicated that non-Allied exhibs. had
paid more for product in 1939-40
than had exhibs. in Allied regions.
Observers at the A. C. meeting re-
ported that Allied's opposition to the
blocks of five films in the consent
decree was fading, clause being felt

not so severe as originally believed.

TWO-A-DAY RUNS: With "Gone
With the Wind" approaching the
end of its long run at the Astor, with
a take of more than $500,000, three
more two-a-day runs are shaping
up. First will be Charles Chaplin's
"The Great Dictator" reported to
open in double premiere on Oct. 15

—

at the Astor as a two-a-day, $2.20
top, reserved seat run, and at the
Capitol continuous, unreserved at
75 cents to $1.10. Alexander Korda's
"Thief of Bagdad" was reported
booked into the Globe for a two-a-
day run to open sometime in October.
Walt Disney's New York rep. stated
that his "Fantasia" had been booked
for a probable November opening at
the Broadway Theater.

* ^ &

MISCELLANY: Producers were
reported as in agreement with

Dramatists Guild on a basic pact

which would open the way for pix in-

terests again to finance production

of Broadway stage plays . . . RKO
and Walt Disney renewed their re-

leasing contract, excepting only Dis-

ney's "Fantasia" . . . Griffith Circuit

began a fight on the 335 interroga-

tories in the A. B. Momand suit . . .

Pa. Federation of Labor was reported
backing Sunday pix in that state

where 300 communities will vote on
the matter in November . . . John P.

Nick and Clyde A. Weston, former
officials of operators' Local 143, St.

Louis, IATSE unit, were sentenced
to five years in prison and to pay ,a

fine of $10,000 each having been
found guilty on Government anti-

racketeering charges. Appeal is ex-

pected ... St. Louis stagehands were
reported insisting upon placing of a
stagehand in every movie theater
in the city, indicating the possibility

of a nation-wide move to effect such
a condition . . . Pa. court viewed M of

T's "Ramparts We Watch," banned
by the state censor, with week-end
indications being that the court
would uphold the ban on "Baptism of

Fire" sequence in the film which oc-

casioned the Pa. ban . . . MPPDA
launched a series of round table dis-

cussions of industry problems . . .

Conscription's effect on the industry's
manpower was seen as slight in a
Film Daily survey of the country
. . . U. S. tax "take" from the indus-

try was very appreciably increased
by the defense tax . . . Chicago
faced increasing opposition from the
bowling fad, with costly buildings to

house new alleys under way . . .

U. S. equipment exports took a slump
as a result of war conditions.

FOREIGN: Rumanian ukase bars
all but natives from distributing

films in that country . . . New con-
tract is looked for in Cuba, settling

the anti-block-booking legislation

which threatened ousting of U. S.

distribs. from the island . . . Aus-
tralian exhibs., costs rising in vari-

ous- film fields, are agitating for low-
er film rentals, asserted to be the
only means by which they can sur-

vive.

20-Fox Chungking Branch
Demolished in Jap Air Raid

{Continued from Page 1)

hurt, but that all accessories, furni-

ture and fixtures were ruined. No
print loss occurred, as the branch

keeps its prints in a bombproof
shelter, hidden in the nearby moun-
tains, it was said.

Foreign department also reported
that its latest advices from London
stated that the company's offices

there are still intact although recent
German raids have damaged nearby
buildings.

Daven Rejoins 20th-Fox
As Assistant to Zanuck

West Coast Bureau of THE FILM DAILY
Hollywood—Andre Daven, French

producer and a member of the Lon-
don staff of 20th-Fox, has rejoined
that company as an assistant to Dar-
ryl F. Zanuck. Recently, Daven
was associated as a partner in an
indie production enterprise with
Harry Brandt and Nat Wachsberger.
Their plans called for the making of

two features.

Announcement is expected short-

ly from the Fox lot regarding Da-
ven's initial assignment.

Remittance Agenda

For U, K. is Drafted

(Continued from Page 1)

until the sessions start. Existing
agreement expires Oct. 31.

It is expected that the U. S.

distribs. will seek changes in sev-
eral clauses in the pact, but no re/_

quest for an increase over the cuiV"
rent 50 per cent remittance is an-
ticipated. It is virtually assured
that Universal will be a party to

the new agreement. What the Gov-
ernment's attitude is or will be has
not been disclosed.

To date, outside of damage to the-

aters, the only properties directly
owned or operated by American com-
panies which have been damaged by
Nazi aerial attacks have been the
Metro exchange in London and the

Paramount laboratory here.

Ampa's Quigley Luncheon
Wednesday to Attract 400

More than 400 industry leaders

and friends will attend the Ampa
luncheon in honor to Martin Quig-
ley Wednesday, in the Grand Ball-

room of the Hotel Edison, Leon Bam-
berger, Ampa president, announced
over the week-end.

Seated on the dias with Quigley,
in addition to Bamberger, will be
Howard Dietz, who will introduce
the guest of honor, and the follow-

ing publishers and editors of motion
picture publications: Eli Sugarman,
Billboard; Ben Shlyen and Red Kann,
Boxoffice; Jay Emanuel, Jay Eman-
uel Publications; Jack Alicoate and
Chester B. Bahn, Film Daily; Pete
Harrison, Harrison's Reports; Lionel
Toll, The Independent; Colvin Brown
and Sam Shain, Motion Picture
Daily; Terry Ramsaye, Motion Pic-

ture Herald; Charles Lewis, Show-
men's Trade Review and Abel Green,
of Variety.
Among those scheduled to attend

are:
Paramount: Barney Balaban. Adolph Zu-

kor, Austin Keough, Leon Netter, M. F.
Gowthorpe, Neil Agnew, Charles Reagan,
Oscar Morgan, J. J. Unger, Bob Gillham,
Alec Moss and Al Wilkie.
M-G-M : Si Seadler, William Ferguson,

Tom Gerety, William Danziger, H. Schmidt,
Halsey Raines, Elliott Foreman. Rav Bell,

C. Cohen, P. Charles, H. Burrows, G. Gelbin.
Pat Reis. M. Lewis, R. Lee, J. Flynn. P.

Kanev, Volney Phyffer and Eddie Carrier.

RKO-Radio: George J. Schaefer, Ned E.

Depinet, Richard C. Patterson, Andy Smith.
A. W. Smith, Jr., R. E. Mochrie. William
H. Clark, James A. Clark, Barret McCor-
mick. Michael Havas, Harry Gittelson, M.
H. Hoffay.
MPPDA: Carl E. Milliken, Walter Trum-

bull, David Palfreyman, Arthur Dickinson.
Arthur DeBra, Roy Norr, Sidney Schreiber.

Lester Thompson, Toel Swenson, Kenneth
Clark.
RKO Theaters: Malcolm Kingsberg, Johr

J. O'Connor. Leon Goldberg, Max Feller

man. Fred Meyers. C. B. McDonald. IT. R
Emde, Louis Goldberg, S. A. Schwartz anc
Harry Mandel.
March of Time: Albert E. Sindlinger, Don

aid Higgins, Mary Johnson. John R. Wood
Jr., Lothar Wolff, James Shute, James L
Wolcott. Samuel Bryant. Robert Richards
Thomas Orchard, Louis de Rochemont, Rich
ard de Rochemont.
Warner Theaters: Toseph Bernhard, Clay

ton Bond, Ed Hinchey, Frank Marshall. Na
Fellman, Harry Kapfowitz, Harold Rodner
Harry Goldberg. Lou Kaufman.
Warner Bros. : Mort Blumenstock. Pau

Lazarus, Jr., Gil Golden. Sid Rechetnik
Larry Golob and Lee Blumbgrg.
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"I'm Still Alive"
with Kent Taylor, Linda Hayes

RKO Radio 72 Mins.

WELL-ROUNDED ROMANTIC DRAMA
PACKING ACTION AND THRILLS. WILL
SUIT ALL SITUATIONS.

Tempered with dramatic license, Holly-

wood holds the mirror up to itself in "I'm

Still Alive." for its story is that of a stunt-

man who wins and weds a famous and

temperamental femme star. Kent Taylor

and Linda Hayes play these roles, respective-

ly, and their marital saga as concocted by

Edmund North, who authored the yarn, is

sufficiently actionful and exciting to please

all strata of fans.

Initial sequences relate the couple's court-

ship which culminates successfully despite

the fact that the maid is very rich, and the

swain very broke. Taylor's risking his neck

to crash planes and automobiles for a few

hundred dollars of film producers' coin palls

on the young bride, and not leading a life

of thrills palls on Taylor.

Their marriage pounds on the rocks after

she gets him a job of acting in pix, and he

is restrained from doing an aerial stunt

which results in a friend, Don Dillaway being

killed. So Taylor aerially barnstorms the

country, injures his sight, but heroically

pinch-hits for his buddy, Howard da Silva,

when the latter is slated to do an uncom-
monly dangerous crack-up for the movies.

It's the swan song of his career as a stunt

man, but the beginning of domestic hap-

piness, 'cause he re-wins Linda Hayes.

There is plenty in the picture to enter-

tain audiences. Footage is close knit as

result of Producer Frederic Ullman, Jr.'s

able handling, and directorial skill of Irving

Re s. Good all-around acting and human
interest touches contribute to the film's

strength and appeal. J. Roy Hunt's photog-

raphy is of a high order. His use of the

enlarged close-up is very effective.

CAST: Kent Taylor, Linda Hayes, Howard
da Silva, Ralph Morgan, Don Dillaway, Clay

Clement, Fred Niblo.

CREDITS: Producer, Frederic Ullman, Jr.;

Director, Irving Reis; Author and Screen-

play, Edmund North; Music, Roy Webb; Di-

rector of Photography, J. Roy Hunt; Ex-

ecutive Producer, Lee Marcus; Special

Effects, Vernon L. Walker; Art Director,

Van Nest Polglase; Associate, Albert

D'Agostino; Gowns by Renie; Hats by John
Frederics; Recorded by Bailey Fesler; Film

Editor, Theron Warth.

DIRECTION, Tip-Top. PHOTOGRAPHY,
Fine.

'Ragtime Cowboy Joe" l
"Beyond Tomorrow'

No National Adoption
Of Sears-Roebuck Plan

Chicago—Theater profit - sharing
plan originating in Philadelphia and
introduced in several houses there
some months ago for testing will not
be extended on a national basis by
Sears, Roebuck & Co., mail order
corporation's headquarters here told
The Film Daily. Philly tieup is

with the S-R retail establishment
there.

Chi. Bars French Feature
Chicago—Local Censor Board has

banned the French film, "Le Jourse
Leve.".

with Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight,

Nell O'Day
Universal 58 Mins.

PLENTY OF ACTION AND AN ENGAG-
ING CAST MAKES THIS WESTERN OKAY
FOR THE ACTION TRADE.

Johnny Mack Brown displays his prowess

with gun and fists to good effect in this

western, and with the aid of a helpful cast

the picture should meet with the approval

of the action trade. It has plenty of ac-

tion, good locations and a fast-moving pace

that keeps things hopping right up until the

time the last bullet is fired and Brown
gets the girl.

Brown is able and credible as a cattle

association detective who is trying to uncov-

er a gang of rustlers. Fuzzy Knight is good
in a supporting role. Nell O'Day is an at-

tractive addition to the picture, and Dick

Curtis and Walter Soderling effectively

take care of the villainy. Ray Taylor di-

rected.

Brown takes a job on a ranch owned by
Miss O'Day after her father has been mur-
dered by Curtis, a rustler. In reality he is

a detective for a cattlemen's association on

an assignment to try and round up the rustler

gang headed by Curtis. Curtis, thought to

be a respectable rancher, pins the blame for

the murder on Brown.

However, Brown proves to the sheriff who
he really is and with the sheriff's aid the

Curtis gang is finally brought to dock after

plenty of excitement.

CAST: Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight,

Nell O'Day, Dick Curtis, Marilyn Merrick,

Walter Soderling, Roy Barcroft, Harry Ten-
brook, George Plues Ed Cassidy, Buck Moul-
ton, Harold Goodwin, Wilfred Lucas.

CREDITS: Produced by Universal; Direc-

tor, Ray Taylor; Original Screenplay, Sher-

man Lowe; Cameraman, Jerome Ash.

DIRECTION, Fast. PHOTOGRAPHY, Good.

Major Detroit Theaters
Sign Stage Hands Pacts

Detroit—All major Detroit thea-
ters have signed contracts for one
year with local 38, stage hands, ac-
cording to Ed King, business agent
of the local. Practically no changes,
aside from detailed technical changes
in working conditions, have been
made.

Only significant change, applying
to the Michigan and Fox, is granting
permission to both houses to move
the orchestra car six feet further
upstage, or as far back as the pres-
ent screen location, to have acts
working out in front under a "pit
show" policy. This extra work in-
volved will mean two additional men
at each house, one on each shift,
King said. No change in wage scale
has been made.

"Wyoming" Into Criterion

Metro's "Wyoming," originally set

for the Capitol before the scheduling
of "The Dictator" there, starts at
Loew's Criterion Wednesday, fol-

lowing the revival of "Goodbve, Mr.
Chips," substituted when "Comin'
Round the Mountain" was yanked.

with Jean Parker, Richard Carlson,

Harry Carey

RKO 84 Mins.

UNUSUAL SUPERNATURAL THEME IS

EFFECTIVELY CARRIED OUT BY A FINE
CAST.

Dealing with the supernatural, this picture

has an unusual theme that should prove of

interest to most audiences. In addition, it

has a very fine cast that does a workman-
like job. Although there are no big names
in the cast, there are a number of well-

known names that can be used on marquees,

and the supernatural theme of the film also

lends itself readily to exploitation.

Jean Parker, Richard Carlson, Harry Carey,

C Aubrey Smith, Charles Winninger, Maria

Ouspenskaya and Helen Vinson headline

the cast. The entire cast is good and it

is difficult to single out any one perform-

ance being better than others. A. Edward
Sutherland directed, showing a sure hand

with a difficult piece of material. Adele

Comandini and Mildred Cram wrote the

screenplay, with Miss Comandini also re-

sponsible for the original story.

Carey, Smith and Winninger, three elder-

ly and wealthy men, are having a Christmas

Eve dinner but the guests don't show up.

They drop three wallets out of a window
with a ten dollar bill and a card in each

and decide to ask whoever returns them to

stay for dinner. Miss Parker and Carlson

return the wallets they find and fall in love

on sight at the dinner. The three wealthy

men are killed shortly thereafter in a plane

crash, but Carlson is left some bonds by

Winninger.

Attention is directed to him from the

strange circumstances connected with the

inheritance and he gets mixed up with Helen

Vinson. Carlson and Miss Vinson are shot

by her husband when they go away together

for a week-end, but through the interven-

tion of Winninger with St. Anthony Carl-

son's life is spared and he recovers. Na-
turally he goes back to Jean and Winninger
is pleased with the results in his heavenly

rest.

CAST: Harry Carey, C. Aubrey Smith,

Charles Winninger, Maria Ouspenskaya, Hel-

en Vinson, Rod LaRocque, Richard Carlson,

Jean Parker, J. Anthony Hughes, Robert

Homans, Virginia McMullen. James Bush,

William Bakewell.

CREDITS: Producer, Academy Produc-

tions; Associate Producer, Adele Comandini;

Production Manager, Joseph H. Nadel; Di-

rector, A. Edward Sutherland; Assistant Di-

rector, Robert Stillman; Authors, Mildred

Cram and Adele Comandini; Music Direc-

tor, Frank Tours; Art Director, Stephen

Gooson; Cameraman, Lester White, A.S.C.;

Editor, Otto Ludwig; Lyric, "It's Raining

Dreams," by Harold Spina and Charles

Newman; Recording, William Wilmarth;

Interior Decorations, Babs Johnstone; Spe-

cial Effects, Ned Mann, Jack Cosgrove and

Howard Anderson.

DIRECTION, Excellent. PHOTOGRAPHY,
First Class.

Mosconas Named RKO's
Rep. in Eastern Europe

Athanase Mosconas has been ap-
pointed RKO Radio representative in

Greece, and will cover Eastern Eu-
rope, with headquarters in Athens.

* SHORTS *

"Moments of Charm of 1941"
(Headliner)

Paramount 11 mins.
Annual Spitalny Film

Done in Technicolor, the annual
presentation of Phil Spitalny's all-

girl orchestra is a worth-while sub-
ject for any theater. The girls are
presented individually with their in-
struments and then play several
numbers. Ranging from "Twinkle
Twinkle," through "In the Mood"
and "Rosary" to Ravel's "Bolero"
there is enough of a variety to satis-
fy any audience.

"Unusual Occupations LO-1"
Paramount 11 mins.

Interesting

Tops in this subject are unusual
shots of a trained penguin which has
a complete wardrobe of costumes
and is able to navigate on skiis and
roller skates as well as afoot. Other
occupations depicted include a wo-
man maker of cowboy boots, a man
who makes portraits on a typewriter,
a truck driver who makes miniature
houses of matches and a Rhode Island
woman who is a district forest fire

warden.

"Diving Demons"
(Sportlight)

Paramount 10 mins.
Swell Diving Shots

The large number of diving fans
in the country are going to be
thrilled with the grand camera work
in this Grantland Rice Sportlight.
With a large percentage of the foot-
age in slow motion, half a dozen out-
standing divers go through their
repertoires of fancy diving with the
camera analyzing every movement
of the champs' stunts. Interspersed
are the usual comedy divers to cause
a few laughs.

"Popeye Meets William Tell"
Paramount 7 mins.

Good Cartoon

Popeye jumps back a couple of
centuries to meet William Tell in
this typical cartoon featuring the
tough sailor. Plenty of laughter will
be forthcoming as Popeye poses as
the archer's son and they have to
fight their way out of town.

"The Dandy Lion"
(Animated Antic)

Paramount 7 mins.
Just Fair

First of Max Fleischer's new Ani-
mated Antics series is just another
routine cartoon with nothing' new to
tempt the picture goers. Story in-

volves the effort of an Indian girl to

pass off a friendly lion as a dog
and the attempts of the Indians to

get rid of the lion, until he proves
himself by rescuing one of the
papooses.
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Duals Not Industry's Biggest Problem -Rodgers
Metro Gets Just as Much
Revenue from Duals Pol-

icy as Singles, He Says

(Continued from Page 1)

earnest consideration," said he
"frankly was disappointed" at New
Jersey Allied's action in adopting
a resolution opposing- the increase in
admissions on specific pictures.

"Even though I appreciate the
cause for deliberation on such an im-
portant departure, I am sure the
possibilities were not fully explored
or at least I prefer to believe such
action was taken without full reliza-

tion of its effect," asserted Rodgers.

Stresses Need of Added Revenue
"If we as a distributor cannot be

ingenious enough to discover and
point out to you, as theater owners,
new avenues for revenue, I do not
know how on earth a company like

ours can continue to invest the large
sums we do in production, or how
you can possibly expect the same val-

ues from us.

"I do not believe anyone can be
so short-sighted as to believe we,
or anyone else in this industry, can
lose so much foreign revenue and not
at least make an effort to offset it."

"Our problems like yours, are
many," Rodgers had said earlier,

"yet we are facing them with the
determination to provide for you and
for your public a supply of enter-
tainment created with a view of
helping you, and at the same time
assisting us to develop our revenue
to a point that will at least partially

reimburse us for the inroads made
in our revenue from abroad. We do
not want to seek to recoup these
monies by a general increase in

terms to United States exhibitors,

but prefer, with your support, to

find new avenues for revenue and
rely upon our customers for un-
qualified endorsement of anv move-
ment designed for our mutual bene-
fit.

"Boom Town" Responds Favorable

"We experimented lately by sug-
gesting increased admission prices

for our production 'Boom Town'
and, generally speaking, met with
instantaneous and favorable re-

sponse and we have no reason or

occasion to withdraw from a for-

mer declaration that it was not the
purpose to withhold dates to those

who did not so co-operate. It was
and is the exhibitor's choice."

While opposed to the principles

of double features, Rodgers told

40-Hour Weeh Goes
Into Effect Oct. 24

Washington Bur., THE FILM DAILY
Washington—As of Oct. 24, the 40-

hour week goes into effect for all em-
ployers and employes covered by the

wage-hour law. Companies affected are

those in interstate commerce. Minimum
hourly wage remains at 30 cents until

1945 when it will be jumped to 40 cents.

20th-Fox Talent Scout Finds Only Dozen
Of 2,500 Strawhat Players Merit Testing

The task of the talent scout is a hard one, as witness the trials and tribulations

of Joseph Pincus, Eastern talent scout for 20th-Fox. During the past three months,
Pincus has interviewed or seen approximately 2,500 players appearing with Summer stock
companies. However, only a dozen qualified to the extent that it was worth while to

screen-test them.

N. J. Allied Assails

"Picture Snatching"
FCC Execs. See Color
Television Demonstrated

(Continued from Page 1)

the withholding of pictures through
"tricky contract clauses."

In regard to the latter, New Jer-
sey Allied passed a resolution which
stated that "We condemn the prac-
tice of picture snatching and request
the national board of directors to in-

stitute legal action wherever possible
to safeguard the rights of independ-

!

ent exhibitors and compel delivery of
j

such withheld pictures."

Election of officers was deferred
|

until January.

the convention that duals were not
the biggest problem of the indus-
try.

The bold statement that double
bil!s are ruinous does not make it

so, he said; adding that polls taken
at random do not indicate the gen-
eral public pulse.

"My company," Rodgers said, "is

a firm believer that the theater
owner knows best the general policy

that is most satisfactory to his

patrons."

Kirsch Disagrees on Duals

On this question of duals, Jack
Kirsch, Illinois Allied head, dis-

agreed with Rodgers. Kirsch in-

sisted twin bills were one of the
prime evils of the business and he
asked Rodgers if M-G-M obtained
as much revenue from the duals pol-

icy as it did from single features.

Rodgers replied that his company
realized just as much money from
double bill situations as it did from
single feature spots.

Continuing Rodgers said:

"That attendance at theaters has
fallen off in late years is not
strange. Some would like you to be-

lieve that double features are re-

sponsible. Figures of record, how-
ever, dispute any such claim and
show such a statement to be ab-

surd. New forms of amusement
have reached greater heights—night
baseball, dog racfngr, radio, Bingo
games—all contributing factors, yet

not insurmountable.

"The public is not tired of pic-

tures. True, they may have been
enticed away. It is up to us to get
them back and as showmen to pre-
sent our merchandise in a more con-

vincing manner. This we can do by
united effort; confidence of our in-

dustry and in one another, plus the

very important essential of stream-
lined presentation, the discard of

time-worn custom and close appli-

cation to business."

(Continued from Page 1)

produced by television both in color
and in black and white, Dr. Peter C.

Goldmark, inventor of the method,
presented a new and still experi-
mental "magnified" screen develop-
ment which, for comparative pur-
poses, enlarged the color picture

images by approximately 80 per
cent without loss of detail.

"Color television as demonstrated
by the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem is a valuable contribution to tele-

vision development," said Craven.
"Undoubtedly it will advance public
acceptance of television. I hope color

television will be made available at

an early date as a service to the
public."

"I think color television well con-
firms the commission's judgment in

postponing the establishment of fixed

standards six months ago," observed
Thompson.
Accompanying the commissioners

were: Andrew W. Ring, chief engi-
neer in charge of broadcasting;
Nathan David, assistant to the chair-
man; William A. Bauer and Benja-
min W. Cottone of the legal depart-
ment; W. K. Boese, member of the
engineering staff, and George C.

Gillingham, director of information.

Pathe News Negative Goes
To Museum of Modern Art

Presentation was made Friday to

the Museum of Modern Art Film
Library by George J. Schaefer, pres-

ident of RKO and board chairman of

Pathe News, of the entire Pathe
newsreel negative from 1910 to 1930,

comprising 15,000 000 feet of film.

John Hay Whitney, president of the

Museum, accepted the gift from
Schaefer.

Furthermore, by the terms of the

acquisition Pathe News, Inc. will

every January turn over to the Film
Library the total footage of each
successive year since 1930, begin-
ning in January 1941 with the news
reels for the year 1931.

In addition to Whitney and Schae-
fer, Ned E. Depinet, John E. Abbott,
director of the Museum, Nelson A.
Rockefeller, Frank Donovan, Walton
C. Ament, and Iris Barry, curator of

the Museum, were among those at-

tending the presentation and recep-

tion which followed. Rockefeller,

now co-ordinator of commercial and
cultural relations between the Amer-
ican republics, flew in from Wash-
ington for the ceremony.
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HOLLYWOOD
DROCEEDS from the $5 premiere of

' Korda's "Thief of Bagdad" at the Car-

thy Circle here Oct. 17 will be split by

the MP Relief Fund and the British-Amer-

ican Ambulance Corps.

• •
JNIVERSAL is talking about spending a^ million on a new 13-chapter Western

super-serial, "Riders of Death Valley," cast

to include Dick Foran, Leo Carrilfo, Buck
Jones. Charles Bickford, Nan Grey, Guinn
(Big Boy) Williams and Noah Beery, Jr.

• •
LJAL ROACH will add "Tanks a Million"

** to his 1940-41 lineup.

• •
A DDRESSING the SMPE here, Count
** Alexis de Sakhnoffsky, pioneer of

streamlining in industry, predicted that the

scientific use of color is the "great step"

that will concern m.p. engineers and artists

for the next few years. He asserted that

a new and hitherto unexplored "realm of

picture possibilities will be revealed through

startling new uses of color."

• •
TWENTIETH CENTURY-FOX has assigned

' George Bruce to finish the script of

"Sgt. Dreben," which William Anthony Mc-
Guire was writing at the time of his death.

• •
^HICAGO opening of NWMP on Oct. 24^ will attract Cecil B. De Mille, Gary
Cooper. Madeleine Carroll, Paulette God-
dard, Preston Foster, Robert Preston and
Lynne Overman.

• •
I INDER the terms of his new RKO con-

^ tract. Carl Esmond will be known as

Charles Esmond on all his future produc-

tions. The former Gaumont-British plaver

will soon be seen as the husband of Kay

Francis in "Little Men."

• •
JAMES BURKETT, president of Forum

Films, has announced the appointment

of Robert D Ireland as an associate pro-

ducer. Ireland is now working on Forum's

second educational subject tentatively

titled, "Minutes Are Pennies," set to go

before the cameras in October.

• •
kyjARY CHEFFEY, wife of Arthur Ken-
'"' nedy, is making her feature film de-

but in Warners' "The Lady With Red Hair,"

Miriam Hopkins starrer. Kennedy himself

recently film-bowed in the James Cagney-

Ann Sheridan picture, "City For Conquest."

Both young players are Carnegie Tech

graduates.

• •

REFRESHMENT THROUGH THE YEARS."

a two-reel subieet in Technicolor, is

he'ng shown at the Orpheum, Los Angeles

first-run house for a week. Each patron

•« "iven a bottle of Coca Cola. Deal fq»

•lie shewing of the Dicture was set by C.

D-»v ;d B^erman. vice-president in charge

of distribution of Cartoon Films.
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